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MO RA
MOT VUNG TROI BAT NGAT

tua
nha van QUYEN DI
(thanh vién Ban Gidm Khdo GVVNS lan thit I)

Nhitng bai viét trong tuyén tdp nay ciing 1a nhitng bai dy thi gii viét
vin 1an thit nhat do tap chi NON SONG ctia Téng Hoi Sinh Vién Viét Nam
mién Nam California t§ chifc vao thang 11 nim 1997. Sdng kién cia NON
SONG di md ra mot viing trdi bat ngdt, ma trong dé tri tué va tim hdn ciia
tudi tré Viét Nam tai hii ngoai c6 cd hodi thing hoa.

Tudi tré Viét Nam vén c6 tri tué sing sudt. Ho quan sdt, thu nhén,
ddnh gid sy viéc rat nhanh va chinh xdc. Tudi tré Viét Nam lai c6 mdt
tdm hon nhay cdm. Ho rung dong trudc nhitng van dé x4y ra trudc mit,
ddng thdi ciing van trin trong nhitng tinh cdm dep clia qua khit. Trdi tim
clia ho chita dung niém vui trudc mit, ma vain chita dung tat cd nhitng
dat dao clia mot doan ddi da qua. Ho khong sdéng v6i mot nira trdi tim,
ma v4éi mot trdi tim tron ven.

Cudc thi vi€t viin do NON SONG 8 chic da gitp cho tudi tré Viét
Nam, n6i ddng hon, nhitng tri thitc tré Viét Nam, boc 10 tri tué va tim
hdn cla minh, dan trdi tri tué va tim hon ay biing nhitng doan vin, ciu
thd thom ngdt tinh ty dan toc. Huong thom 4y bay 1én mét ving trdi
bat ngdt, & dé hy vong vé tuong lai tuci sdng clia nhitng th€ hé Viét
Nam mai sau rit 1o nét.

Poc nhitng bai vin trong tuyén tip nay, ching ta hiéu dugc tim trang
ngudi tré Viét Nam. Ho 13 nhitng con ngudi ngay thing, trung hiu, ludng
tam trong sang, tinh cdm ddi dao. Poc nhitng gi ho viét, thé hé di trudc an
1ong; th& hé cla chinh ho dudc cdm thdng; thé hé di sau, néu doc dudc, dudc
soi sdng. Khdng ddm néi nhitng bai viét ndy dwa ra mot khudn mau sdng,
nhung chiing 13 nhitng gép ¥ rat tot cho 16p tudi di sau.

Riéng t6i, trudc ddy mdi khi hdt cau hét trong bai “Anh Em T6i” cia
Nguyén Diic Quang: “Anh em tdi, hon trim ndm nim ném gai, udng nhai
mit ding, ché budc anh nhung trong dén em long diy lo ling”, tdi thiy
chi ly trong niém dau x6t. Gi§ day, sau khi doc nhitng bai viét trong
tuyén tap ndy, tAm trang toi c6 khdc: Em c6 con ché budc chin anh hay
khong, khong biét va ciing khong 14 van dé 16n, nhung anh nhin em thi
1ong khong con “ddy lo 1dng” nita. Ciing c¢6 lo, nhung chi lo chiit chiit
thoi. Lo ring cdc em lam cich nao giif mii dugc tim hdn va nép séng
dep cdc em c6 hom nay.

Quyén Di
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BEN BO HIU QUANH

Khdnh Ngoc

hiét d hom nay xudng thap so v6i may hom trudc. Toi

ndm co ro trong chin 4m khdng sao chgp mdt ngli thém

dugc C6 thé d6 1a do théi quen diy sém mdi ngdy trong
tuan. Nhung c6 nhitng sing thit bdy nghe ti€ng chudéng dong ho reo
t0i gidt minh thic gidc, tudt nhanh xudng giudng hdi hd di ddanh
ring rira mit. Hoi ldu méi syc nhé khong phai di lam, lai thd minh
1én giudng ngi ti€p. Hay c6 nhitng ngay 1& dudc nghi & nha, ding
gidy toi cling bat ddy nhu cdi 10 xo mic du tdi trude d6 da cin than
tat niit chudng bao thic. Cit thé t6i dAm ra sg ti€ng chudng ddong hd
reo va ca cdi lanh miia dong clia xi s§ nay.

Nhitng Am thanh quen thudc vio mdi sing van 12 ti€ng may nd
clia chi&c xe cii ky cla t0i, ti€ng microwave chay nghe u 0 khi hAm
thitc an. Thudng thi t6i phdi dn sdng 16t 1ong trude khi di lam. Toi
phai 1am viéc tdm ti€ng ddng hd mdi ngay. Tan s 12 14i xe thing
dén trudng hoc cho dé&n tdi mit mdi vé nha. Bai v& ngap diu hoc
khong kip, c6 khi phéi & lai thu vién hoc cho dén gin mot giv dém.
Thai khéa biéu mdi ngay trong tudn clia tdi kin mit tir td md sdng
d€n khuya. V& t6i nha 12 than xdc da rd roi, toi chi mudn nga lung
1én giudng ngh ngay. Ay 1 chua k€ nhitng hom tit trudng vé toi
con phai ngdi xem lai dong thu tf nhan dugc trong ngay hay ngdi
ky check thanh todn ng nin cit gt tdi tAp: nao bill dién, bill dién
thoai, gas... va cd chyc thit linh tinh khdc. Cong lai nhitng viéc nay
cling dd 1am t6i mét phd ngudi, chéng cd mit theo sy chay dua cla
nhu ciu ddi s6ng vat chat.

Con nhitng sdng sém cudi tudn toi thudng bi ddnh thic bdi
nhitng ti€ng dong chung quanh. PAu tién 1a ti€ng rim rim phat
ra tif phia xe d6 rdc lam ndo dong ca khu chung cu con dang yén
gidc. Ti€ng sot xoat quét rdc clia ba hing x6m bén canh. Tiéng
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chim dau hét lit chit trén cdy truSc ctta nha... Tat cd tao thanh
moét thd 4m thanh hén don nhung hai hoa nhu 15i chio ming
clia mot ngay mdi.

Téi khodc 4o len vao ngudi di xudng nha b&p dun nude. Rat it
khi t6i c6 théi quen udng ca phé vao sdng sém cudi tuan. Tim mai
ching thdy lo ca phé dau toi vd hop cappuchino trude mit, pha 1ay
mdt ly cappuchino néng cho 4m ngudi. Mui vanilla thom lirng bay
tda khip cin phong lam t6i tinh hin. Toi dua ly 1én mii hit ha, cAm
thdy trong ngudi khoan khodi d& chiu. T6i v6i tay vém rém cho dnh
nidng ban mai lba vao. Chi trong phit chdc cin phong sdng ruc 1én
nhu bon bic twdng mdi duge phét voi tring. Toi ding st cira s§
huéng vé phia san trde nha thich thi ngdm nhin cdnh vat con dang
ddm chim trong suong dém. Cay phong tru6c clra nha ding cho vo
trd trui bdi 14 rung di gin hét. Méi tuan truSe khip 14 cdy mot mau
dé ruc, din din ngd sang mau vang sim va gid thanh niu. Kho
héo r6i lia khdi canh. P&n hom nay khip san da phd diy xdc 14.
Thinh thodng vai con gié di qua thdi boc tung 1én nhitng chiéc 14
kh6. Ching nhe ténh, xoay xoay trong khong trung vai vong, chao
nghiéng rdi rét xuéng mit dit va nim & mot ndi khac.

Tbi chgt nhé ra hom nay Duyén t3 chitfc mot da tiéc 16n mirng
sinh nhat 1an th hai muoi hai. N6 mdi moc i ré qud nén tdi phai
nhan 13i. Thit ra toi ciing thich du party cho vui d€ b nhitng ngay
VAt v& dau tit mit t8i. Nhung mit khdc tdi ciing thich danh ngay
cudi tudn & nha nghi ngdi hoic 1am nhitng cong viéc lit vit. Ching
hiéu sao tdi loay hoay tir viéc nay tdi viéc khdc rdi ciing toi hai
ngay nghi. Chdn that! Tdi c6 cdm tudng minh gidng nhu mot cdi
mdy chi bi€t lam viéc ma khdng duge hudng mot thd vui ndo ca.
Tir 1au rdi tdi khong con thdi gian tham gia cdc sinh hoat trong cong
ddng Cong Gido ngudi Viét ndi téi dang sdng, hay cdc sinh hoat
trong trudng clia nhém VSA, va nhat 1 cdc budi tiéc ting thudng
hay t§ chiic vio nhitng dém thit bdy. Khdc v6i moi nim, Duyén
sdp dit gig khai mac budi tiéc vao lic nim gid chiéu dé “trir hao”
gid cho nhitng vi c6 tat dé€n tré. T6i dén nha Duyén sém hon gid
mdi nhung khi budc vao cita thdy quan khdch da t6i khd dong. Vai
ngudi tum lai thinh nhém hai nhém ba ddng néi cudi vui vé. Bén
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kia phong dn dim ba ngudi diing ndi dudi nhau chd 14y thic dn. Toi
thich di tiéc theo cdi ki€u “self-serve” nay nhat. Khéi phdi bay vé
chén dia, khdi phdi ké hau ngudi ha. Toi budc tdi cdi ban ké gin
ctta ra vao dit hop qua bén canh nhitng cdi khdc. Mot dong qua 16n
nhd chdng chdt 1én nhau khong bi€t bao nhiéu ma k€. Pua mit nhin
mdt vong im Duyén nhung khong thiy béng ddng né dau, t6i bén
di mic 40 khodc rdi men theo ciu thang xudng basement. Phong in
udng & trén lau, con phong khiéu vii 12 & dudi 1au. Vay ciing hay!
Khong gy 6n 2o lam phién d&€n hang x6m. Giita phong treo ling
ling mot qua cdu thiy tinh v6i nhiéu dén chi€u vao tao thanh nhiéu
mau sic 14p ldnh. Vai anh thanh nién ngdi soan dia nhac va x&p
nhitng chong CD thanh hai ba hang ngang d€ dén lic khiéu vii tim
dia nhac da chon cho mau le.

Quan khach phin dong 12 ban bé ctia Duyén. Mot s6 1a sinh
vién cling Itta nhu t6i, mot s6 khdc anh chi em di ra trudng va s6 con
lai 12 nguSi quen ciia gia dinh Duyén ma toi ching biét may ai Toi
con dang ludng Iy dinh trd lai cu thang thi khong biét tir huéng nao
di t6i anh cia Duyén vd nhe vai t6i cudi tuoi:

— Hi Vi. Hom nay dic biét 1dm m&i thdy Vi xuét hién.

Tbi cling cudi:

— Chao anh Khoi. Lau qud khong gip. A anh c6 thdy Duyén
dau khong? C6 tiéng ai d6 goi anh nhd gitip mot tay.

Anh ngodi lai téi néi nhanh:

— Xin 16i Vi, anh ban qud. Mt ldt néi chuyén sau nhé.
Cit ty nhién 1dy thic dn giim anh. C6 thé Duyén dang & phong
khach ddy!

Trd lai phong khdch vAn khong thdy Duyén, tdi danh x€p hang
14y thic dn. Hang ngudi lic nay ditng ndi dudi nhau dai ngodn
ngoeo ra tdi tin phong khach. Thinh thodng t6i gdp vai ngudi ban
quen trao d8i dim ba cdu chio hdi rdi sau d6 ho rit nhanh ti€n
vé phia ban d€ thic in. Vira mdi cAm dia gidy trén tay, toi nghe
sau lung giong mot co gdi:

— Thay cdi anh chang kia khong? Tudn truSc nhdy véi minh
trong party nha nhé Yé&n dé. Nhé khong?

C6 ti€ng co6 khdc trd 15i, giong rat diéu, nira ti€ng Viét nia
ti€ng Anh:
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— Oh yeah, ngudi gi ddu ma handsome ghé! Nhdy dep hét
sdy!

Toi cudi thim trong bung. Cdc chi mdi 16n biy gid bao dan
that. Mdi ti tuGi ddu ma di biét ngdm trai, néi ning khong giir y gi
ca. Khong nhin dugc 10ng td md, tdi xoay ngudi ra sau vd ngé chung
quanh nhu tim ki€m ai. Qua nhién t6i dodn ching sai. Nhin qua nét
mit va cdch trang diém phan son 1de loet, toi nghi cdc chi khong
qui mudi lim mudi sdu, ban ciing Iita clia em trai Duyén. NGi bat
nhat trong ddm ngudi clia budi tiéc hom nay c6 1& 1a Duyén, nhd
& chi€c 40 dAm mau huyé&t du bé sit ngudi d€ hd bg vai trin tring
min. Miéng liic nao ciing cudi tuci don da chao quan khach. Ba me
Duyén ciing tudi vui hin ra. Pay ciing 13 dip cho ho ngdm chon
ré dong sing cho co con gdi cung di dén tudi cap ké. LAy thic
in xong toi dinh tim mot géc kin ddo d€ ngdi dn cho that thodi
mdi. Chgt nghe c6 ti€ng ai goi tén minh. T6i nhin ra anh Khoi
gid tay vdy vy ra ddu. Anh ddng véi ngudi nao dé & mot géc
khuit 4nh dén nén t6i ching nhin thiy ro dugc. Khi toi d&n gin,
anh nheo mit tinh nghich:

— Ah huh, muén trén & mot géc nao dé khdi sg ai nhin thay
Vi dang dn ha?

Nghe tring tim den, toi hdi then:

— Vi vira mdi 14y d6 in xong chua bi€t tim chd ngdi & dau
thi nghe anh goi dé.

Anh Khoi nhin sang n6i v6i ngudi bén canh:

— Vi la ban hoc ciia Duyén.

Roi anh quay sang phia toi gidi thiéu:

— Con day 1a ban cta anh, Huy.

Huy va t6i bit tay nhau chao. Qua vai ciu thim hdi tdi dugc
bi€t anh tir bén Cali di qua dy cong tdc. Tac déc dugc vai phit anh
Khoi 1dy c6 di dau do, lai dong mat. Con lai Huy va tdi, ching t6i
vira dn vira trd chuyén. Anh ggi chuyén that khéo v6i dii moi dé tai:
chuyén hoc van, chuyén cong dn viéc lam, thg vin, va ca thGi sy
chinh tri. Anh ciing tAm sy vdi toi nhitng doan dudng gian khd da
trdi qua trong ddi sinh vién, nhitng va cham vé6i dong nghiép & s
lam va nhitng udc md 1y twdng dang 6m Ap clia anh. Tdi cdm thdy
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anh c6 diém gi d6 rat dic biét, khac hin véi ddm ban dn 2o cia toi
Dudng nhu mdi dé tai, mdi cAu chuyén déu c6 sy hiéu biét va cdm
thong gitta anh va t6i Trong khi Huy di 18y thém thifc dn vao nudc
ngot, chi con lai mdt minh, t6i kin ddo quan sdt moi ngudi xung
quanh. Doi khi t6i bit giip nhitng cdi bit tay hd hitng nhat nhé&o
clia 16i 1am #n x4 giao, nhitng nu cudi lanh ling diy tinh c4ch gia
tao clia nhitng ké day 1ong d6 ky nhau. C4i khung cdnh nay qud
quen thudc d6i vé6i t6i. N6 thudng dién ra trong s& 1am, trong cdc
ddm hop mit va cd tiéc ting.

C6 ti€ng anh con trai dang tdn tinh c6 gdi ditng gan chd
t6i ngoi:

— Huong hom nay dep qud! Trong la ghé!

Giong c6 gdi nling niu:

— Huong chdn ki€u téc cii nén mdi cdt di d6. Coi dugc
khong anh?

Anh con trai ninh dam:

— Anh thd'y Huong liic nao ciing dep hét!

Roi sau d6 ti€ng anh con trai lai khen tudi khen bira. Toi c6
bd ngoai tai cdi giong uén éo niing niu clia cd gdi va nhitng 15i
tdn huu tdn vugn clia anh con trai. Chgt Duyén xa xudng ngdi bén
canh t6i, 1am bo hon ddi:

— G6m, khong thdy c6 nuong dau hét. Sao ngdi & diy c6
mdt minh vay?

Chura kip ddp lai, nhd ghé sdt vao tai toi thi thAm:

Mot 14t nita Duyén gidi thiéu Vi v6i ban cia anh Khoi nha.
Mai nay c6 tin vui, ditng quén ba mai nay 1a dudc rdi.

T6i chi bi€t chiim moi cudi va nguyt nhd mot cdi. Duyén lic lic
cdi diu, nhoén miéng cudi khoe d6i ham ring tring nga. Ciling vira
lic @6 Huy quay trd lai. Tro chuyén dugc mot chiit, Duyén lai 14t dat
di d€ con chao vai ngusi khic, khong quén ngodi lai din:

— Chiit n*ta anh Huy nhdy vdi Duyén it nhat 12 hai bdn
dé nha.

Xong phan 4m thyc vai anh thanh nién sot sing don dep ban
ghé&. Tbi ciing ling xidng thu don nhitng dia thic dn con du bi&t bao
dd thira. Sau d6 quan khach Ian lugt kéo nhau xuéng basement tham
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dy phan khiéu vii. Duyén budc ra ding giita phong trinh trong ngd
15i cdm ta quan khach va tuyén bd khai mac budi da vii. Nhac dugc
trdi 1&n, thién ha tirng cip diu nhau ra san nhay.

Hét diéu chacha dén rumba rdi disco... dd thit dd loai, nhac My
cling ¢6 ma nhac Viét cling c6. Giira khung cdnh vui nhon nay, tdi
van thdy long minh phing ling nhu mit hd khong hoi gié. Long
cling khong mot chiit rao ruc hdo hic trong cudc vui. Cé 1& cudc
song hién tai da 1am tAm hdn t6i gdy mon khod khan dén ciin cdi. Toi
trd nén thim ling nhu con &c cudn minh trong chiéc vé bé xiu, bd
hin nhitng n€p s6ng dn 20 ndo nhiét day stic song clia tudi tré. Mot
anh thanh nién d&€n mdi nhdy nhung tdi tr chdi vién c6 1a ngdi chd
ngudi ban. Ma that tinh toi chua bao gid ra san nhdy 1in nao. Anh
chang t6 vé that vong nhung vén lich sy bit chuyén 1am quen. Vai
phit sau Huy dé&n tim t6i sau khi khiéu vii xong v6i Duyén. Giita
lic d6 bdn nhac “The Power of Love” dugc cit 1én bdi giong hat
ctia Celine Dion cao vit khée manh. Huy chgt dua mét ban tay
ra, ding trudc mat toi:

— Anh moi Vi bai nay.

BGi 16i trong gidy 14t réi khong hi€u sao toi khé gat dau dap
16i mdi. Huy cam 13y ban tay tdi xi€t nhe va dua tdi ra san nhdy.
Chung quanh tdi nhitng vong tay quay cudng theo ti€ng nhac trim
bdng, nhitng budc chan diéu nghé 13 1u6t, nhitng 4nh mit tinh ti,
nhitng mdi cudi ngon ngot dugi dnh dén mau ciia d¢m hom nay s€
dua t6i nhitng cudc tinh ngdn ngli. Bu6c chan Huy vain nhip nhang
&m 4i dua t6i chim vao mot cdm gidc ky la.

Long nhu dang lang lang, dé mé khé td. Huy kéo sdt tdi vao
ngudi anh hon chdt nita. Mit toi that gdn, gan sdt vdi vai Huy dén
ndi c6 thé cdm nhan dugc hdi thd clia anh tda ra bao phii nhitng sgi
16ng ming, nhon nhot trén da mit toi. BAt gidc toi nhu vut ra khoi
con mé va trd lai hién tai véi nhitng ¥ nghi mong lung, rdi rac. Roi
day gidy phiit ngdn ngli nay s& qua di va Huy chi 1a ngudi ban t6i
méi quen bi€t. Pém nay tdi vui choi dugc bao 1au? Roi toi lai thay
minh lac loai giita chén ngudi & diy. Bdng dung tdi thAy moi ngudi
ciing déu lac loai, bo vo giong tdi dit bé ngoai ho vo tu dang dim
chim theo ti€ng nhac diéu nhdy. Ching t6i déu 12 nhitng mdnh
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doi lac 16ng c6 don noi dat khdch qué ngudi. Nhu nhitng chiéc
14 kho bi cudn hiit quay cudng giita con giong t& cia cudc ddi
tha huong, bi thdy ving di phiéu bat khdp chén va bi ném tung
di mudn phuong.

Cudc vui ndo rdi cling tan. Quan khdch da 1an lugt ra vé. Huy
ngd y dua t6i ra xe va sau dé ching t6i lai bit tay chio gi tir, khong
quén hen ngay gip lai. Cudc gip g& ngidn ngli nay c6 nghia 1y gi?
Mot chiit ling man, mot phiit bong bot clia tudi tré trong dém nay
roi $& tan vao hu vo mai mai.

M4 cita buéc vao nha, t6i nhu héa than trd lai ki€p to tim
thudng ngay clia minh. Chgt t6i cdm thi'y ngao ngdn quéd dbi. Bén
ngoai tuyét da bat dau roi. O

. A N g A
doc, vi€t, va c6 dong cho
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DA YEU?

Diéu Ngoc

computer trong phong game trén liu nhanh nhdu chay
xudng, rdi biing giong nheo nhéo dé thuong:

— Hello? Oh, hi daddy... Da... Yes, sir,... OK... daddy mudn
gip me khong?... Ba nhé vé sém dn com nhé!... Mommy oi, ba
mudn néi chuyén v6i me nay.

Bé Khang cam chiéc cordless phone trao cho me Ngoc lic d6
dang lui cui dudi bép chuin bi bita com t5i cho gia dinh, thd'y Khang
tif trén cau thang chay xudng, nang hdi:

— Hello Khang, ai goi vy con? C6 phdi bd khong?

Dit 6ng nghe vao tai, roi vdi giong néi trong tréo ngot ngio:

— Hi, honey.

— Ngoc? Em ru6c bé Khang vé hdi nao? Chiéu nay cho cha
con anh an gi diy ngudi vg yéu qui ciia anh?

— Em ciing méi vé diy thoi. Em c6 ghé ngang chg Hong
Koéng mua d6 ndu Bin Bo Hu€, anh in thit xem c6 ngon bing
tiém khong?

— C4m on em. Khang chic da hoc bai r4i? N6 khoe anh hom
nay dudc 100 di€m mon spelling bee va A+ in math.

— Anh biét d6, bé Kha ctda chiing minh qua thong minh so vdi
nhitng dda tré cling tudi nén may bai todn co gido cho hom nay qud
d& so v6i n6, da xong rdi, em cho con choi game mot chit rdi t&i
nay hai dita minh cting nhau day con doc.

— Em biét n6 gidng ai khong? Gidng em ddy, ngdy xua em lic
nao ciing ditng nhat 16p, anh vin con ganh ti kia ma.

Chuﬁng dién thoai dudi nha reo, bé Khang dang chdi véi
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— Anh dang tréu em phai khong? Khong phdi dau, giong anh
ddy, khd ning ngdn ngit clia bé thi ddng ¥ gidng em. Thdi anh
tranh thd vé sém, em va con dang dgi. Hom nay c6é nhiéu case
phdi cap cttu khong anh?

-0 c6, nén anh hoi mét va mong sém dudc vé nha. OK, sweet
heart, I’ll see you in a little while.

Mudi lim phiit sau, nghe ti€ng xe & 6 ngoai garage, Ngoc khé
vén tAm man ren tring toanh nhin ra thi khong ai khdc hon 1a chiéc
xe Lexus d6i méi nhat quen thudc ciia gia dinh. Hoang voi va
trong xe budc xudng, tra voi khéa vio 8, clta md toang trude khi
Ngoc vira kip dé€n. Khé hon nhe vao mdi vg khi vin chua kip thdo
gidy, vira lic thod tay vao tdi 18y chi€c cellular phone ra dit 1én ban,
Ngoc dd 14y chiéc a6 khodc ngoai cho chdng. Cin nha sang trong hai
tang gdm bdn phong ngli nim trong khu Lakewood Forest gan hing
Compagq trong mot neighborhood clia din c6 thu nhap cao 4n hién
dudi ritng thong mdt rugi ma tr nhd Ngoc van thich....

ek

Ngoc gidt minh tinh gidc va nhin ra day chi 1a mot gidc mo,
nhung tai sao ngudi dan ba trong mo lai chinh 1a c6, va ngudi dan
ong lai 1a Hoang, ngudi ban chi than thi€u thdi hién dang con & Viét
Nam? La sinh vién ndm thit hai khoa Electrical Engineering trudng
Dai Hoc Texas A&M, Ngoc sang My chua ddy nim nim theo dién
H.O. Gia dinh ¢6 chi ¢6 bon ngudi: ba me, hai chi em va khong mot
than quyé&n nao & My cd. Ngoc hoc rit khd va hy vong s& trd thanh
modt ngudi thanh cdng thuc su véi mdt sy nghiép khd virng vang,
bu6c diu 1a K§ Su d€ phu gitip ba me va nudi em rdi sau d6 sé di
hoc ti&p nhitng gi nang thich. C6 14y tai dui mit d€ vo hinh chung
phan biét gilta gidc md va thyc tai. VAin chua mudn budc xudng
giudng ngay vi tranh thd nhitng ngay nghi 1& nhu thé nay méi c6 thé
14y lai nhitng gidc ngd da thi€u vi hoc bai & ndi trd, rdi khong
bi€t lic nao Ngoc lai nhim nghién mit va ngd ti€p. Ngoc chip
chdn, mit nhim nghién trd lai, tay kéo tAm chin dip lai cho &m
roi khong biét thi€p di trd lai lic nao khong hay. Gidc mo khdc
chgt dén, 1an nay lai 12 qud khit, nhitng ky niém cla mot tudi
tho gin lién véi sy thi€u thon va gian khd nhung ém dep va tho
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mong 1an Iugt hién vé...
ek

— Ngoc i, con stra soan xong chua, Hoang véi Thu t6i rdi kia.
Ndi tir nha b&p budc 1én, goi vong vao budng.

— Da, con ra lién Néi 2, néi Hoang vé6i Thu ddi con ti xiu.

Ngoc lat dat chdi voi mdi téc loe hoe c6 may sgi dé 16 cdi trdn
cao va rong nhu “cdi sin dinh” ma moi ngudi cho 1 “d6” rdi xdch
vOi cdp va & mdt gbc, néi voi vi Hoang va Thu dang ding dgi G clra
ngd ¢6 hang hoa gidy dé ruc cd mot goc troi.

— Con bd theo may dong in x6i.

Noi vira néi vira méc tdi dua Ngoc mot trim dong. Ngoc cam
14y, cdm on Noi roi nhanh nhu ti€n vé phia Hoang va Thu. Ba dita
nhé tung ting hiing hdi cip sdch d&n trudng, vira di vira hat. Ngoi
trudng lang nim bén canh mot con rach clia song Vam C6 Tay,
cdch nha Ngoc khodng hai cdy s8. Hom nao ba dda cling rd nhau
di hoc, c6 khi Hoang chd Ngoc va Thu trén chi€c xe dugc cd bon
ménh danh 1 “clii”, vi n6 khong c6 thing va chd c6 niéng, mbi khi
tr&i muta nuée ban bin 1én lung. Ngoc ngdi trong, Thu ngdi ngoai
trén cdi yén sau ngidn nhd, nhung ciing may 13 vi thi€u dn nén dita
nao ciing 6m tong dm teo nén khong sg chat chd. Con Thu ngdi
ngoai sg té nén ctf ép Ngoc st vé trudc. C6 hom mdi dita mot
chi€c xe, va vi vira thdp vira bi gié ngudc, difa nao ciing ding trén
cdi ban dap ma chdéng choi véi gi6. Hoang, nam nhi chi chi dan
dudng, theo sau 1a Thu rdi d&én Ngoc. Hoang va Thu dang di thi
bdng “tdm”, c hai quay lai thi khong thdy Ngoc diu, chi thi'y chiéc
xe mini cia ¢6 Ut cho mugn 14t ngita nita trén bd nita dudi rudng,
6 thi queo di mdt bén, banh xe hdng 1én trdi va vin quay nhu
chong chéng theo quén tinh.

— Ngoc? — Hoang hodng hdt goi Ngoc rdi voi va quing chiéc
xe chay vé phia Ngoc ngd. — Pua tay ddy Hoang kéo 1én cho.

Hoang vach vdi miy bui lda thdng chap da bi Ngoc nim de
bep, budc vdi xudng con rach khé siu, nudc cao hon goi. Hoang
nim voi 14y cdnh tay gdy go tong teo clia Ngoc, trong khi c6 bé
Ngoc vira e then vi bi ngd vira vi 1an dau tién trong ddi c6 mot ngudi
con trai nim 13y tay minh, dii cd hai chi d mudi mot, mudi hai tudi.
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R6i nhur mot phdn xa tu nhién, Ngoc rit nhe cdnh tay c6 y khong
mudn cho Hoang gidp. Trong khi d6, khong bi€t vi qud sot sdn va
néng rudt hay vi vo tinh, cdnh tay Ngoc da nim gon 18n trong vong
ban tay rin chic cia Hoang. Hoang van hét stic minh dé kép Ngoc
1én khéi con rach kh4 sau c6 trong lda, nuéc cao 1én tan gdi. Vira ldc
d6, Thu cling vira chay lai xem Hoang c6 can gitip khong.

— Ngoc ¢6 sao khong? Hoang hdi, giong lo ling.

— Ngoc bi dau & dau? Ngoc ngdi diy, nhd Thu giit by do gitp
Ngoc coi chd nao dinh bun ay. PE Hoang chay lai quan ba Nim
Tuoi mua diu vé xic cho.

May cho cd bon 1a cdi quan nuGe dd bao ctia ba Nam Tuai chi &
gin d6 thdi. Mang ti€ng 12 quan nudc nhung ba ban dd cdc tap héa
va vin héa phim cho hoc trd. Cim chai diu xanh 6ng Tho, Hoang
an can tha chd gdi bi bam tim vi va vao sudn xe dap cho Ngoc. Ba
dita khong ddm vao 16p ngay, bao hai ci bon ding ngoai mot budi
trdi chd cho dd Ngoc kho lai. B dd me mdi may va ciing 1a bd dd
Ngoc thich nhat gid dd tdim mii “nuéc hoa Buin Non” thom phifc.
Trua hom &y sau khi di hoc vé, Ngoc quay trén vai cdi gid Noi may
ti bao nylon, bén trong c6 mot cdi li€ém vao khu nha Hoang cit cd
rau diéu cho heo @n. Nhd Ngoc nim & ven sdng, nudc phén nén
mdi khi muén c6 rau, Ngoc phai bing qua con 10 trudc nha, vao tan
cdnh ddng canh nha Hoang. Ba Ngoc 1a si quan duéi ché€ do Viét
Nam Cong Hoa nén sau bdy nim ba bi ti tr§ vé khong viéc gi lam,
chi ¢6 mot thita rudng nhd duge ngudi ta chia lai khong du nuodi gia
dinh bdy ngudi g6m ¢6 ba me, hai chi em, Noi, cd Ut va ddta em ho.
Nha Hoang thi ciing khong khd hon — Me Hoang 1a thg may cda
ca cdi canh dong thua thét nha, mudi trén mudi da 12 ndong dan chan
14m tay bun, khong miy ai c6 nhu ciu in dién, ba thi lam rudng.
Ciing gidng nhu Ngoc, Hoang 12 con cd trong gia dinh nhung v6i
ba difa em cdch nhau nim mot. Thdy Ngoc 1& khé khiéng gid rau
diéu bd dudi géc bo chi cdch nha Hoang c6 mot thia rudng. T
trong nha budc ra, Hoang duva hai ban tay dit 1én miéng gid lam
cdi loa, goi to:

— Ngoc di, vd nha Hoang choi chiit di, choi nhdy 16 co, ¢
con Nhu chdi nita.
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— Choi thi chdi, Ngoc ciing sip xong rdi. — Khong chiit ngin
ngai, Ngoc ddp 161 Hoang.

Hom 4y ba me déu di ving, chi c6 mdy anh em Hoang & nha.
Ngdi nha 14 vdch tranh don so nhung liic ndo ciing day 4p ti€ng néi
cudi gion tan “bé vach” clia anh em Hoang. Tir nhé Hoang da biéu
hién tinh k§ Iudng, ngin nip ma hi€m khi thd'y & mot dda con trai,
hom nao di hoc quan 4o ciing chinh té, i “x&p ly”. La qud, day la
1an dau tién d&€n nha Hoang, nhung dit & nha ciing mic quan tiy
dang hoang, ching 1& lic nao Hoang ciing vy sao? Ngoc thim hdi.
Tru6e khi choi 10 ¢d, Ngoc duge Nhu va Hoang dit di quanh nha
tham quan mot chuy€n, gian nha b&p don so vdch dit khong c6 gi
ngoai may ong tdo den thdi den thui, may cdi ndi bing dat va thau
thi khong nhitng “den mau lo nghe”, 1o con déng 16p nim 16p bay
day com. “Soat!” Ngoc nhin xuéng chan xem minh di d4 phai céi
gi, thi ra 1a cdi hop quet diém. Cdi dén diu nim trd troi dudi dat
bén canh ndi com thom phit vira chin trén cdi bép rom Iita con ting
hdong. Ti€ng dong va cudi néi clia ba dita 1am con ga m4i dang ap
trong ket bép hodng sd chay ra kéu tang tic.

Trd vao nha trén va dit nén dat nhung rit bing phing va mat diu.
Hoang tim diu dugc mot vién gach Pong Nai, lién quy bd xudng dat
v& 6 choi 10 co. C4 bon dang chdi d§ dang thi ba me Hoang vé cling
véi may ngudi nita, cong git thi phdi, nhung rat quen vi & trong x6m
nén ho biét rat rd va thudng hay “cdp do6i” hai dda.

Tui nhé ngung choi d€ Hoang va Nhu di don com cho ba me
in. Lé ra Ngoc phai vé, vi me day tdi nha ai chdi d&n lic ngudi ta
in com phai di vé. Cling liic d6 trdi d8 mua, mua nhu trit hét nude
trén trdi xuéng va hinh nhu 6ng trdi mudn git Ngoc & lai. Mua roi
cang lic cang ning hat trén cdnh dong bat ngan lda lam cho ca
cdnh ddng bao la trd thainh 4m u trong bién mua day dic. “Chét
roi, mua to qud 1am sao vé ddy? Ciing da tré 1dm roi me din vé
sdm, vé s& bi me ming va c6 thé bi in don.” Ti€ng me Hoang cit
ngang dong nghi ctia Ngoc:

— Ngoc & lai &n com vdi Hoang nghen con.

“Khong dudc,” Ngoc nghi, “4 lai da 1a cdi toi roi, minh khong
thé dn com noi nao khdc n€u khong phdi 1a com nha va cila
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me hoidc Noi ndu.” Nhung cudi cing Ngoc quyét dinh & lai chd
trGi tanh mua.

— Da thdi, c6 Chin, con khong dn dau.

Moi ngudi ngdi vao ban in. Ngdi trén miy bao lia ba me
Hoang mdi git xong dem vé d€ truSc hanh lang nha vin con 4m
va thom mai lda mdi, nhin xuyén qua tdm vdch dan bing cdy
trudc nha, thdy Hoang c6 dua cong ddu que vio miéng mii ma
khong dugc, Ngoc thot 1én:

— Sao Hoang 16n réi ma con in bing mudng?

Moi ngudi tham gia Ngoc cudi to 1am cho Hodng mic c& dén
d6 mit. Chi TAm va chi Sdu, hai cong cit lda, chAm thém, 1an nay
khong chi Hoang ma Ngoc ciling bi va 1ay.

— Ngoc va Hoang cudi ring giong nhau qud, c6 dugng chin ha?
Ngoc-Hoang, c tén tui may nghe ciing van nita.

Ngoc vira ddt chudi cudi tréu Hoang, bi keo nay thi “15 ning”.
Co6 bé rut ré 1dy hai tay che mit nhu ¢6 ddu 14y su e then dén
qud bat ngd.

Ca nha dn com xong thi mua cling dan tanh. Hoang in xong sém
nh4t. Mang chén mudng xudng cung, xudng nha sau nghe dan vit
dang dn lda dudi rudng bén hong nha, voi va khong kip rita miéng,
ciu ta xoin quin tiy dai 1én, 16i xuéng dudi dan vit vao. Ngoc ditng
dudi hanh lang bén kia nhin theo... Béng Hoang chgt mat hit trong
nhitng bui lda di ngd vang chd ngay git hdi. C4 mot canh dong
vang ryc mau lda chin hién ra trudc mit Ngoc...

sk

LAn nay thi c6 di tinh hdn, ding diy ria mit va tip voi
may dong tdc thé duc budi sdng d€ kip dn sdng véi gia dinh.
Moi ngudi dang dgi.

L&i song clia Ngoc ¢6 hoi go bé chi trong pham vi nhd hep cda
gia dinh va mot it ban be that than. C6 rat kén chon trong viéc tim
ban, phdn vi & day khé tim ban tot, vita ¥ thiic duge viéc hoc 1a
quan trong trén xd s§ ndy va moi ndi, vira gidn di khong dua doi,
vifa ¢6 chung tim trang nhd qué huong. Thé nén quanh quin ciing
chi ¢6 bdy nhiéu ngudi, vira gia dinh vira ban hitu. V4 lai, thoi gian
khong cho phép ¢b giao ti€p rong rdi hon né€u mudn. Thdi gian di
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hoc, di 1am da chi€m hét thdi khéa bi€u nén ciing khong 1am gi hon
dudc. Lim ldc Ngoc cling cdm thdy c6 don nhat la dip Christmas,
Thanksgiving va Tét Nguyén Pdn, ngudi ngudi quiy quin bén
nhau, chi ¢6 gia dinh c¢6 12 tro troi khong than quyén ho hang. Ba
Ngoc thi dd gia y&u khdong mudn giao thiép véi ai. C6 ldc cd dit
cdu hdi cho chinh minh: “Minh sng nhu vay ¢6 qué ddng khong?”
Nhung rdi lai nghi d&€n ba me va nhitng ngudi thin, cd ban thin
c6 nita, dit rat nhiéu hy vong noi c6, mong c¢6 ¢c6 mot nén hoc
van t6i ndi t6i chdn trén xi s& dugc ménh danh 13 “the land of
opportunity” nay. C6 s& sdng mot “American dream”. Rdi Ngoc tim
dudc ciu trd 13i chinh ddng nhat, mot lyc hiit vo hinh da gin b6 cb
v6i sy hoc hdi khong ngting.

Cudc sdng hién tai vin con nhi¢u khé khin, v6i Ngoc thi &
College, em trai thi 12 junior § High School, gia dinh chi trong ciy
vao ddng luong cdng nhin clia ba va me, vd mdt it cda Ngoc di
co-op. Ldm lic nghi lai, Ngoc thdy rat tii thin cho minh va gia
dinh, nhat 12 ba me da 16n tudi. C6 rat nhiéu gia dinh sang day ciing
sap si cling ltic v6i gia dinh c6, thdi gian ddu ciing § chung mot lang
gdm nhiéu trailers & gan nha thd La Vang, va chi vai nim sau ai
cling c6 th& di mua nha, chi duy mdi gia dinh cd 12 chi c6 thé move
1én apartment. Ly do rat d& hi€u la: ba me c6 khdng c6 con 16n nhu
nhitng ngudi d6 d€ di 1am phu gia dinh. C6 trach thi trach dng trdi,
ai bdo Ngoc khong c6 anh chi 16n 1am chi cho khd? Lam sau ma c6
dudc chd, khi ba me Ngoc vira cudi nhau xong dudc may thdng 1a
30/4 dén, ba bi ti d&€n bdy nim rdi, ngay di Ngoc vin con trong
bung me, ngay ba v& Ngoc di bay tudi ddi. Ngoc chi thuong ba bi
th ddy, me thi vat vd nudi con ma dén gid vin chua dugc nghi, hoan
cénh hién tai vAn chua hoan toan dugc cai thién. Noi gia dinh & hién
gid 1a condominium thué gdm c6 sdu cin ho, nhung an ninh khong
dugc ddm bao. Thinh thodng thi lai xay ra nhitng vy nhu trdm xe
ngay trong parking lot cia nha, vu cudp mdi xdy ra hdm trude chi
cdch nha c6 c6 mdt cin. Mot xd hdi tw do ma thé nay thi cling dau
c6 khdc gi xa hdi md Ngoc dd song, noi ma con ngudi ta khong lo
déi thi cling phap phong lo sg vi an ninh? (Khéc 1a khdc & chd noi
nay, Ngoc s& c6 mot tuong lai sdng sia hon.) Va tai sao lai ¢c6 nhitng
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hién tugng tiéu cyc nhu trdm cudp trong xa hoi binh ding va dan
chii nhat clia loai ngudi, noi ma ai ciing c¢6 thé trd thanh n&u khong
gidu c6 thi cling dd #n? Va dén khi ndo thi nhitng ngudi hi€u hoc nhu
¢d, cuic khd mot thai nhur ba me ¢6 duge dén bii xitng ddng bing mot
hoan cénh 6t dep hon nhu mong mudn? Co vitng 1ong tin & ngay
mai, ngdy mai sé& cho ¢d cau tra 13i thda ddng nh4t, hy vong va quyét
tam sé& khong d€ co bi sa nga vi bt cif cdi gi.

College Station, Texas 12 mot thanh phd nhé va rat budn tao cd
hdi cho nhitng ngudi nhu Ngoc déc tdm hoc. C thich 161 séng “don
than doc ma”, di dau, hoc bai ciing chi ¢6 ¢d va c6. Mot thi€u nit
tuSi méi d6i mudi ma yéu thich sy yén tinh 12 mot sy hi€m c6 & gidi
tré hién nay. Thu vién George W. Bush gan Texas A&M University
mdi xay 1a ban duy nhat cia ¢ mdi ngdy sau 16p hoc. C6 hay tim
mot noi that yén tinh rdi viii minh vao trang gidy. Ciing c6 nhiéu
chang trai td tinh v&i c6 nhung néi chung, chua ai c6 duge diy dd
nhitng wu di€m nhu ngudi con & qué nha, rdi cling nhu bao mdi tinh
qua dudng khdc, né dén lai di. C6 ngudi con hdi tréu: “Cé phai
trai tim Ngoc con § lai trén qué hudng?” Ngoc ciing khong rd 1a
minh c6 that yéu Hoang khéng hay né chi 1a mét tinh cdm thg dai
clia tudi hoc trd. Néu c6, lam thé nao d€ xay dung dugc lau dai
tinh 4i cho cd hai; n€u khong thi ¢6 gi Ngoc sé khong chon bat
ctt ban trai nao kém hon Hoang dit mot di€ém nhd lam boyfriend.
Hoang 13 cdy thuéc do chuin myc nhat ndi mot ngudi ban trai
ma Ngoc dit ra cho minh.

Lim ldc tu tudng co hay rdi thuc tai bay bdng qua dai duong
tr§ lai v6i qua khit, ching han nhu lic ddi 16p. C6 con nhd rdt 1o,
nidm 4y c6 hoc 16p 11, Hoang lam 16p trudng, Ngoc 1am phé hoc tap
(va hinh nhu hai dra da thay phién nhau & trong vi th€ 14n quan nay
tif nhé), trdi chiéu ta, mit troi dé tng da sdp di ngd, Ngoc dang in
com chiéu mdt minh vi ¢6 di hoc vé tré, moi ngudi da in trudc hét.
Ciing xdp xong thi Hoang d&€n dé hoan tr3 lai quyén tip Anh Vin
anh ta mugn hom true. Bgi Ngoc ngoai hanh lang, va hinh nhu cd
hai déu bdi rdi mic di hdi nhd rat than nhau, Hoang tay run run
chuyén quyén tap cho Ngoc, mit dim dim nhin cd ban dé thuong
c6 ddi mit sdng va vang trdn cao ma nay di 16n clia minh. Tim
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Ngoc dép thinh thich nhu chua tiing ¢ trong doi, trong gidy 14t, ca
hai nhin nhau khéng ai néi mot 13i. Bén 1&n 1a cdi thudng c6 cla
con gdi, Ngoc quay di chd khéc trong khi Hoang vin dang nhin ¢6
khong chép mit. Ngoc phd v3 gidy phiit quy bdo clia cd hai ngudi
bing cau: “Cam on Hoang, Hoang da hoc bai cho bai ki€ém Hod
ngay mai chua?” Cho dé&n gid c¢6 van khong hiéu tai sao minh lai
lam chuyén dai dot 4y. C6 nén dgi mot ti nita, nhung ddm chic
Hoang ciing s& khong bao gid ddm ddt 1én md Ngoc mdt nu hon
hay it ra nim 13y tay Ngoc, vi Hoang rit “nhdt gdi”. Nhung 4nh mit
d6 da thay Hoang néi 1én tat ca, thin giao cdch cdm da gitp cho
Ngoc hiéu dudc trai tim Hoang.

Dii ¢6 thich Hoang nhung Ngoc khong cho ai biét ¢4, hdi nhd,
6 van hiing ao udc ngay nao d6 dugc 14y ngudi thich minh va minh
thich thim. C4 hai vin duy tri tinh ban than thi€t nhu thud thi€u
thdi. Co thi vAn hoc gidi nhu ngay nao, néu nhu Ngoc kha déu véi
di€m trung binh cao nhat 16p thi Hoang dic biét thong minh vé
Khoa Hoc Ty Nhién. TAm 1y cla nhiing dia con trai giéi khong
mudn thua con gdi, nén do dé du c6 thich Ngoc, Hoang vAn con
chiit ganh ty va ty 4i clia con trai.

Gi6 tAm hinh Hoang gdi cho may thiang vé trudc, Ngoc nhian
thd'y Hoang nay da gia din hon nhiéu, tuy ddng vé nam nhi véi doi
may rim den trén khudng mit chit dién va lan da banh it vin con
d6, Hoang da 6m hon tru6e nhiéu, nim nim rdi con gi! Su thay d6i
v& hinh thic do thdi gian nay hinh nhu 1am Ngoc hoi budn nhung
vin tho vé khen v6i Hoang 1a hinh rat dep. Rdi hai con buém ép
biing hoa phugng ma trong tho Hoang dé “ting Ngoc hai con buém
ma Hoang di 1am hdi nim 16p Tam, lic d6 hai dita minh dat gidi
‘v sach cht dep” Ngoc con nhd khong?” Nhé chit, Ngoc nhd nhu
in. “Chif vié€t cia Hoang vAn dep nhu ngay nao.” Ngoc nhu trd 16
Hoang, ¢cd nhoén miéng cudi mdt minh. Nét chit rit ciing, tuy khong
bay budm 13 1u6t, nhung rat ban linh clia mdt con ngudi nghiém tic
nguyén tic, diy nghi lyc va vugt khé vuon 1én cau tién trong bat ci
hoan cédnh khé khin nao. Cha trach gi Hoang hién nay 1a sinh vién
Bédch Khoa nidm cudi! Tuy nhién, Ngoc vAn hiing mong Hoang c6
cd hoi ra nuée ngoai hoc d€ c6 mdt twong lai sang siia hon, Ngoc
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udc thay Hoang ciing c6 dugc mot hoan cidnh nhu minh, ciu trdi
hiy cho Hoadng ¢6 dugc cdi An hué sdng noi ndy, noi ma c¢6 mot
s6 thanh thi€u nién Viét sang ti nan nhung khong biét 1gi dung co
hoi x4y ddp tuong lai, trdi lai bi sa ngd. Hoang s& 1a mot ngudi 1y
tudng hon nita kia, néu nhu....

Tinh ban cda tudi tho thi that 1a thim thi€t va vinh ctu. Mot
hon nhén trén cd s& nay thi chic sé bén vitng va ly tudng biét may!
Thé& nhung sau khi ra trudng Ngoc con rit nhiéu chuyén phdi lo,
chura k€ d&n chuyén sau ndy y thifc hé cia hai dita da khac xa rdi,
khong thé nao dugc dau! Ngoc thi séng & nudc dan chii, mang y
tudng tu do va khong thich bi diéu khién, rang budc, con bao nhiéu
su khdc biét khdc vé ki€n thitc, quan diém sdng, va hon nhan... Con
vé duyén ng ha? C6 thanh thi 12 ng duyén xui khi€n, néu khong hay
coi nhu day 1a ky niém Hoang nhé. Mot ky niém ma sudt ddi, Ngoc
khong thé nao quén, khong thé nao! O

... Nhding bai viét trong tuyén tap nay phan anh
nhiéu tdm tu cang nhang ap G thiét tha cda nhang
nguoi tré Viét Nam hién dang séng khap noi trén
thé gidi, trén nhang vang dat khéng dugc goi tén
la Viét Nam. Ho dang séng va c6 gdng vuon lén tu
nhang hoan canh séng riéng tu cia minh. Nhung
ngoai nhiing céng viéc va bén phan thuong ngay
trong cudc séng mdi nguoi, nhiing con ngudi tré
tudi ay da rung dong, suy nghi va uéc mo gi?
(Bat -- TTGVVNS - Bui Vinh Phc)
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XUAN BUON TEXAS...

Lynn Nguyen

cho né noi xit la qué ngudi nay? Xuan budn, xuin nhd,
hoic Xuin thuong? Xuin khdng cé ti€ng phdo nd giao
thira, hay khong ti€ng cudi dia vui vé. Xuan nim nay Uyén chi ngdi
mot minh bén khung ctta s6 ma ngim may bay. Chin cdi Xuan roi
xa xt, chin miia Xuan d6i v6i Uyén that 1a vo nghia, va gid day lai
thém mdt miia Xuén nita... Gi nay Me yéu cia con dang lam gi hd
Me? Bdng dung bd mit Uyén cay. Nhu con muta khong mdi ma dén,
1é tudn d8 tirng giong 1am min ci ddu moi.
Qué hiong la chim khé ngot.
Cho con tréo hdi mdi ngay.
Qué huong la duong di hoc.
Con vé nhdt ld vang bay.
Qué huong la con diéu biéc.
Tudi tho con thd trén déng,
Qué huong la con do nhd.
Em dém khua nudc bén séng...

Tiéng hdt khi trim khi béng dua hén Uyén di nguge vé di
ving. Uyén nghe nhéi trong tim khi nhé d&€n me hién va mot dita
em thd. Gid nay khong biét me dang lam gi? Me hién dang yén
gidc hay ngdi bén ngon dén diu nhd 1é nhé thuong con? Bé Ti
khong biét nim nay dd cao 16n ¢d nao rdi? Oi, nhé me va em

l ai mot miia xuan vé trén Texas. Uyén biét dit cdi tén gi
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bi€t dudng bao.

Nh6 lai miia xudn clia mudi mot nim vé trude, Uyén cling Ba
va bé TAm trén vugt bién vao dém 27 Tét. Vi khong di tién ndp
cho chii tau, nén me va Ut Ti phai § lai. Pém chia tay ci nha déu
khéc. Uyén nhé mai 4nh mit hién lanh clia me Me da khéc that
nhiéu va nhiéu Iim. Uyén ciing vy Uyén guc diu vao long me.
Me dua ban tay 4m 4p 1&én vudt mdi téc Uyén khé din do: “Con
nhé thay Me lo cho em nha con. Khong c6 me mot bén, con nhd tu
chim séc 14y minh nha con. Con g4i 16n r6i nim nay da mudi may
tudi ddu rdi ma ngl con md, hay lot xudng giudng hoai a! Con nia,
thdy trong ngudi khong dugc khde thi phai ty udng thudc va nghe
161 ba day thi m&i 1a con ngoan clia me nha con...” Hai me con 6m
nhau ntic nd. Uyén 6m chim 14y me khong mudn rdi xa. Pén gid
1én tau, Ba bdng Uyén ra khdi vong tay me. Uyén 6m chit 14y me,
gdo to: “Me, me di! con khong mudn di. Con khong mudn xa
me me oi...”

Uyén ngudc nhin Ba véi ddi médt ngdn 1& nidc nd: “Ba oi! Cho
me di v6i Ba di! Con khong mu6n xa me Ba di!” Ba vudt diu Uyén
n6i: “Uyén ngoan nha! Me chi tam xa Ba con minh mot thdi gian
thoi. Vai tudn nita me sé& qua thim con nha. Con ngoan! Nghe 15i
Ba 1én thu di con!”... Uyén thdy mit Ba dé dd, dudng nhu Ba dang
khéc. Pay 1a 1an dau tién Uyén thdy Ba khéc. Ba nim tay me din
do: “Em & lai giing giit gin sic khde nha em!”... Uyén chi nghe Ba
n6i dugc mot ciu do6 thoi... réi Ba nghen cd 18i... Ba hon 1én tran me,
roi mot tay bong bé Tam mot tay dit Uyén budc xudng tau. Uyén
ga0 to, thét to quay lai nhin me: “Me di! Me di!...”

Thodt mot cdi dd mudi nim! Hai nim Iénh dénh sdng cudc doi
ti nan trén ddo Bataan va chin nim noi dat M§y. Thdi gian thoin
thodt thoi dua nhu con gié mia thu thodng Ia qua khung ctta. Uyén
khong bao gid quén dém chia tay 4y. ThAm thodt ma Uyén xa me
da mudi nim rdi... Ndi nhd, niém thuong, c6 ai ma thau hi€u cho
long. Me, me hién clia con oi! Bay gid lai mot miia Xudn vé trén
da't khdch. Lai thém mot miia Xudn xa qué huong, ving béng me
hién va dita em tho dai...

Uéc gi thdi gian quay ngugc lai, Uyén s& danh ddi tit cd dé
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song lai nhitng gidy phiit ém dém thdi thd dai. Uyén them khat mot
m4i 4m gia dinh ngay nao ma gid day khong con nita. Bén bép I,
c4 nha ngdi dgi ndi banh chung me ndu dén giao thira. Ba ngdi cAm
tay bé TAm vi€t chit, Uyén va bé Ti ngdi lam bai tap, con me
cdm cui vd 4o bén bép Iita hong. Thinh thodng me ngudc doi
mit hién tir nhin Uyén au y&€m héi: “Con c6 hiéu khong con. C6
lam bai dugc khong con?” Nhitng chudi ngay d6 la nhitng chudi
ngdy hanh phic, ém 4 nhdt trong ddi Uyén. Bai tho viét ting
me ngdy ndo, md mdi 1an Uyén doc cd ba cha con déu khong
cam dudc nuc mit...

Nam dai, thdng rong dén tréi,

Me oi, nhé me vang moi ngong cho.

Thuong thuong, nhd nhé o ho,

Gio nay mdt me, hdn mo hon xua.

Chiéu nay troi dé con mua,

Con kho nhd me, song thua 1¢ budn,

Di ddu troi d6 mua tudn,

Nho moi, nhé mdt, nhé khuén mdt gdy.

Hoang hon, ndng dé vé tay,

Me 0i, thuwong nhd dang ddy long con.

Nhd thuong long tré moi mon,

Tin rdng qud dat van tron me oi.

Me hién xin 1¢ ngimg roi,

Vé bén gbi me, cho voi tiii hon.

Chap tay khdn nguyén on trén,

Me hién hudng tho dap dén on sau.

A oi, di¢u hdt di ddu,

Dbém khuya nhé me, canh thau méi mon.

Me oi, qud dat xoay tron,

Xoay bao nhiéu nhip, long son con nguyén.

Me gia phudc, lc binh yén,

Tré vé bén me, trién mién gidc nong.

Rengggggggege! ’ .
Tiéng chudng dién thoai reo cat ngang giong tiém thdc va dua
Uyén trd vé thuc tai. Ba Uyén goi phone bdo Uyén 12 hdm nay ba

tuyén tap NN 2 3



s& lam thém va vé rit khuya... Thé 12 Xuan nim nay chi c6 mdi
minh Uyén va Bé Tam d6n giao thira. Oi, ddi s6ng nay sao vo vi
qué thay, lanh I€o qua thay.

Uyén khé ditng day di nau ndi ché thom dé t6i nay Ba vé, c4 ba
cha con sé& cling quay quan bén ndi ché thdm d6n mitng nim méi. Bé
TAm ciing vira di hoc vé&, né cAm trén tay 14 thd va hén hd vui mirng
reo 1&n: “Chi hai di, c6 tho me n& chi hai di!”. Uyén hap’ tdp’ néi:
“Ngoan, dua chi xem cung mau 1&n chi doc cho nghe”. Trdi di! Uyén
dang tinh hay md day! Vi try, khong gian nhu sup dd. Trudc mit
Uyén la ca vung trdi den t6i. Nét chit bé Ti ddy ma, chi vén ven may
ciu: “Ba di, Chi Hai 0i, em TAm 0i... me mat r6i...”

Dudng nhu ngodi trdi may den Un Un kéo t6i, ti€ng sim sét
nd di ding nghe nhéi cd tAm can. Lai thém gidng bido tir ddu
1t lugt kéo vé. Khong gian 14n thdi gian nhu ngirng lai. Ngoai
trdi bdng dung mua ning hat. DAy hat mua siu hay giot 1& ding
d%i Uyén?! O

Bé ngoan (CNCD)
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THOANG CO PON

Léam Anh Tudn

hi Lan rdt 1a ghét nhitng ngudi dan dng chdi chudt.

Theo Nhi Lan, ngudi dan 6ng c6 tinh phong tran va

gidn di thi c6 gid tri hon nhiéu so v6i nhitng ngudi may
rau chi bi€t xum xoe bé ngoai. Tuy nhitng ngudi 1y tudng trong t
tudng Nha Lan chua d&€n ndi hi€m 1dm trong thé gidi cla nang,
nhung nang vin chua thdy con tim minh bi rung dong. Biing chitng
12 d3 hai muoi lim tudi va qua My da hon nim nim rdi ma hinh
nhu con tim clia nang chi bi€t yéu ddi nhiéu hon 1a yéu ngudi. My
Ha thudng ngao ban 1a coi chirng sé& c6 ngay M§ Ha phai ki€m mot
anh chang hanh khit d€ hop v6i “miu ngudi Iy tudng” cho ban. Nha
Lan chi cudi xoa vo tu vi nang chuta bao gi nghi 1a minh phéi cin
¢6 mot cdi bong bén canh thi mdi vui vé dugc.

Nha Lan v6i My Ha Ia hai ngudi ban kha than véi nhau. Hai
ngudi déu 13 sinh vién dugc nim thi hai cia dai hoc tiéu bang
Washington. My Ha véi Nha Lan bing tudi nhung My Ha thi hoat
bdt va c6 vé thuc t& hon. Ndi nao c6 nang t6i thi ludn ludn c6 ti€ng
cudi ron rd va nang ludn 13 trung tAm ctia moi dé tai. Tuy dugc ban
bé mén va né nang nhung My Ha rit 12 khiém nhudng va ty trong.
Nang chua bao gid néi hay 1am mot diéu gi gy khé chiu cho ban
bé c4. Chinh vi vdy, mdi 1an nang mdi ban beé t6i nha chdi thi tat cd
déu hudng ng rat 13 ndng nhiét.

Son 1a ban trai cia My Ha. Son dang hoc bdc si nim thi tw
cling trudng véi My Ha. Hai ngudi quen bi€t va yéu nhau di dudc
hai nim. K€ ra sy gip g5 ctia hai ngudi ciing that 1a ngd nghinh.
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C6 mdt 1an, M§ Ha cin mdt s6 sich tham khdo trong nganh. Mua
sdch mdi thi médc va khdng ddng nén nang tim trong muc quang cdo
va rao vit clia sinh vién. R6t cudc hai ngudi lién lac véi nhau biing
dién thu va hen gip nhau tai thu vién d€ giao sach. Téi gid hen, My
Ha cif thdp thom trong thu vién vi d3 hon mudi phit vin chua thdy
ai. Hon nita, hdm nay 13 ngay du cda 16p thuc nghiém, M§ Ha con
la trudng nén chua bi&t 16p & dau. Pgi mai khong duge, My Ha vira
dinh bd di thi ctta thu vién xich md va danh rAim vao tudng. Son hét
ho hét hai chay v, tay khé né dm chdng sdch. Vi vdi va nén bude
1én ndc thang, Son trudt chan va chdng sdch trén tay ving tung toé.
Li€c mit nhin, My Ha thi'y c6 mdt vai quyén sdch minh dinh mua.
Doédn chic day la anh ching ma minh lién lac trén dién thu ma
minh dang hen, dang buc tdc My Ha ciling phai xuyt phi cudi vi bd
dang anh ta nhit may quyén sach Ién trong hoat k& 1am sao. C6 nin
cudi, My Ha budce téi md 15i:

— C6 phai anh 13 ngudi di hen véi toi trén dién thu vé may
cudn sich nay khong?

Vira hdi, tay My Ha vira chi vao miy quyén sich Son dang
lugm 1én. C6 vé hoi ngac nhién va hoi then, Son gat dau va
ngd ngan héi lai:

— C6 phdi c6... ban... 1a ngudi dinh mua sdch tham khdo
nay khong?

Naiy gid c6 nin cudi, bay gid thdy anh ta ngd ngdn nhu vay, My
Ha phai bat cudi va khé khin 1im nang méi khé git dau. Son thu
lugm sdch xong va ding 1&én xin 16i vi t6i tré. Trao sdch cho My Ha
xong, khong bi€t nghi sao Son ngap ngirng va ling ting:

— Séch ndy toi cling khong cin xai, hay 1a ¢6 cif giit ma tham
khdo. Téi... toi khong 13y tién!

Trdi oi! Ngudi ddu ma that tha la! Buon ban kiu nay chic 1a
khong khd rdi. M§ Ha tir chSi mot cdch khé khiin vi co phdi ging
gudng 1im mdi khdng budng ra ti€ng cudi gion dang hanh ha minh.
Nang md bép 14y tién dwa Son nhung Son nhit dinh tir choi. Thay
da tr&, My Ha danh nhugng bo:

— Né&u nhu anh khong 14y tién thi Ha chi mugn tam sdch clia
anh thoi, khi ndo doc xong Ha sé trd lai anh sau.
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N6i xong Ha voi tlr gid Son va mau mau dén 16p. Trén dudng
di Ha lién tudng dén anh chang that tha va khd khao ma miéng ctt
mim cudi mdt minh. Vao 16p hoc Ha ciing khong dugc tip trung,
diu 6c ctf nghi dau dau. Nha Lan ngdi k&€ bén khéu ban may 1an
khong dudc, tifc qud nang phai viét voi may chit vio quyén v3 va
ddy t6i trudc mit My Ha:

— H6m nay nha ngudi lam sao ma mim chi cudi hoai vay?

M§ Ha doc xong thi ciing viét lai trd 13i biing cdch bit dam nhu
xua nay hai ngudi vin thudng 1am trong 16p:

— HoOm nay ta gip ma, ma con ma lai bi€t ci 1ét méi vui
chu!

Nhi Lan ngo ngac mot chit rdi viét lai:

— Nguoi néi ma nao? Hay 1a c6 tén khd nio trong cay si
trude nha mi ha?

Khong ngd dodn mo ma triing phong phéc, M§ Ha nheo mit gat
ddu va viét lai 12 sé& k& cho ban nghe sau gid hoc.

Sau Idn d6, Son va My Ha dung dién thu lién lac ho hen nhau
di choi. TAnh Ha hoat bat va néi huyén thuyén. Con Son thi u i it
n6i, ding theo ludt b trlr, mdt ngudi néi mot ngudi nghe rat 1a hgp
ru. Chi vai thdng sau hai ngudi dd thdn mat véi nhau gidong nhu 12
bd bich rdi. Nhi Lan thinh thodng tréu ban:

— C6 ngudi quen vdéi con ma, bi con ma cu 1ét thi da bi
hép hon r6i!

My Ha tréu lai:

— Mi néi ngudi ta, lo cho than mi kia. Khéng chirng hoém
nao ¢6 6ng hanh khat di ngang qua ddy bit c6c mi bd vao bi thi
mdi dang dGi mi!

Khé nhin mit lai lam mit x4u, Nha Lan néi:

— Ta ciing mong 14 bi bit céc, nhung ¢6 ai ddm dau chd!

Hai ngudi nhin nhau cudi xoa va chia tay ra vé. Tru6c khi chia
tay, M§ Ha moi Nhi Lan t6i nay t6i nha Ha chdi vi ¢ ta lam tiéc
hdp ban va dn mirng cudi hoc ky. Lan hita 13 sé& tranh thd t6i sém
dé phy Ha. Con lai mot minh, Nha Lan khong mudn vé ma thd thin
mot minh trong cong vién dai hoc. Lic ndy trdi dd vao cudi thu
va sip stra d&€n Gidng Sinh nén trdi khd lanh. Pi lang thang trong
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khung vién dai hoc ma Nha Lan khong bi€t di diu. C6 1& khung
cénh truc mit nang mang vé dep nhe nhang cia mia thu cling céi
khong gian ém diu clia nhitng ngay cudi khod 1am cho hdn nang tha
di dau va quén di cdi lanh clia hién thuc. Chgt ¢c6 mot ti€ng dong
kh&, Nhd Lan quay lai nhin va thdy mdt chd séc con nhd xinh xdn
dang dao bdi dudi nhitng 16p 14 vang rung. Nang nin thd ding im
ling nhin chid séc con 1ong cdm thay vui vui. Chd séc nhd vira tim
dugc mot hat ddu phong cia mot ngudi nao d6 vira ddnh rai. Loai
séc ¢ théi quen hay lo xa. Khi tim dugc thic dn chiing luén dé
danh biing cdch chon nhitng thifc in xudng dat va 18y 14 ddp lai that
kin d€ an din. Piéu budn cusi 12 bdy tim mudi phan trim thic dn
chiing chon diu déu khong dudc ding dén vi séc ta khong bao gid
nhd hét dudc minh da gidu & dau. Nha Lan mdi ngdm nhin va nang
chgt c6 mdt ¥ nghi nghich nggm. Nang tir tir d€n gan dinh vudt céi
dudi mugt ma, dé thuong clia chid ta. Mai mé lo budi 14 vang nén
chi séc khong d€ y c6 ngudi d&€n gan. Cho dén khi Nha Lan tién
gin sit va dua tay ra dinh vudt thi séc ta mdi hay, hodng hdt séc
ta phéng nhanh va bi€n mat sau lim cdy. My Lan ti€c ngo ngdn vi
suyt nita nang da vudt dugc cdi dudi dé thuong kia. Nang ddng 1én
vira dinh budc vé thi giat bin ngudi! Nhi Lan vira chgt phdt gidc ra
c6 mot anh chang ngdi 1t 1t trén gh& d4 tu hdi ndo va theo dbi nang
tir ddu d€n cudi khdng sét mot cit chi nao. Trén tay anh ta con cAm
boc ddu phong da cd ma Nha Lan dodn c6 1€ ddy la ngudi da dai
chii séc kia nhitng hat ddu phong vira rdi. Lan e then cdi diu dinh
budc di thi anh ta voi md& 15i:

— Lan 4c quéd nha, ngudi ta an ddu phong ma ciling phd nira!

HEét siic ngac nhién vi anh ta 12 ngudi Viét ma lai bi€t tén
minh nifa, Lan nhin sitng anh ta va ¢d nhé xem minh da quen qua
chua. Nhung Lan khéng tai nao nhé dugc minh da gdp qua anh
ta. Cdm thay hoi mat lich sy n€u minh lam thinh, tinh hi€u ky
clia Lan dang diit cau hdi to tuéng 12 tai sao anh ta bi€t t&n minh
cho nén Lan dung lai.

— Lan xin 16i khong nhé ra 1a gip anh & dau, xin hdi tai sao
anh bi€t tén Lan vay?

Anh ta im ling khodng vai gidy, dua tay vén mdy téc loa xoa
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tréc mét 1én va cham rdi chi vé phia Lan néi:

— Tai vi tén Lan da viét ranh ranh kia kia!

Thodng ngd ngang mot chiit va Lan chgt v3 1€. Thi ra nang vira
budc tir phong thi nghiém ra & d6 moi ngudi déu phai deo bang tén
trong gi® thuc tip. Vi so ¥ nén Lan quén liing cdi bang tén va quén
thdo n6 ra. Hoi then mot chit, Lan ngdp ngiing néi:

— Hod ra 1a nhd cdi bing tén ndy, vdy ma Lan c@ tuéng 1a
da quen anh & dau rdi chd!

— Bay gid minh quen ciing chua mudn. Téi tén la Ky, Gia Ky.
Sinh vién nim th nhat. Con Lan dang hoc gi?

— Lan dang hoc dugc ndm thd hai. — Lan i nhi trd 16i.

Gia Ky thu don may quyén sich va md&i Lan ngdi xudng chai.
Thudng thi Lan khong giao du hay dé 1am quen véi ngudi la nhu
vay. Nhung khong hi€u quy tha ma bit cdi tinh kién cudng clia
Lan tir hdi nao ma nang khong tir chdi, thim chi nang khong nghi
1a phai nén tir chdi nita. G cdi ngudi con trai d6i dién c6 mot manh
lyc va uy nghiém ky la 1am nang khong thé cudng lai. Nang ngoan
ngodn ngdi xudng va hai:

— Anh Ky thi xong chua ma sao ngdi diy mot minh vay?

— To6i thi vira xong, thdy khung vién dai hoc im ling va dep
qué nén toi ngdi nan lai choi.

Lan thdy c6 diéu tring hgp v6i minh vi cling ¢6 ngudi biét
thudng thiic cdnh thién nhién gidng minh. Tuy nhién ning khong
boc 16 cdm nghi d6 ra.

— Xin 16i anh Ky nha, Lan chi nghich va dinh vudt cdi dudi
chic séc dé thuong kia thoi. Khong ngd lai 1am phd di cdi nha
hiing cho séc¢ dn cia anh.

— Khong c6 sao, bdi vi nhin ngudi ta vudt dudi séc lai hay hon
12 cho séc dn nhiéu! — Ky tinh nghich tréu.

Lan then d3 mit va ngé di chd khdc d€ gidu di cdi khuong
mit dé nhu gic cia minh. C6 1& bi€t minh tréu hoi qud ddng,
Gia Ky phé di im lang:

— Lan ne, Lan c6 thich doc tho khong vay?

Lan von 13 sinh vién vidn khoa nim th hai khi con § Viét
Nam. Vin va thd 12 hai mon ma nang thich nhat. Vin cda nang
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ludn 12 dé dai ganh ti cho cdc ban ciing 16p. Con thd thi nang
khong cé khi€u 1am nhiéu nhung nang lai thich doc. Qua M, vi
hoan cdnh khdc biét nén bat dic di nang mdi hoc dugc thdi chi
thuc tdm khong phdi nang mudn vay Gid nghe Gia Ky hdi tring
s§ thich clia minh, Lan thdy nhe nhang hon cdi cdm gidc bi tréu
hdi ndy, nang lién ddp:

— Lan thich chd, ma tai sao anh hdi?

— Ky dang 1lam mot bai thé nhung chua xong, Lan doc thi
va cho Ky biét y ki€n.

Vira n6i Ky vira dua quyén v3 c6 bai tho méi lam xong sang
cho Lan. Lan thim nghi anh chang niy ciing la va hay hay. Trdi lanh
nhu vay ma c¢6 tim hon ngdi day 1am tho thi qua 1a... “Ky”. Lan ti€p
18y quyén v4 tir tay Gia Ky va doc vi bai tho.

Chim troi v@y cdnh quay vé Nam
Xa qué vién xit, mot kiép nham
C6 ai ngdi dé cing tam sy??

Mot kiép lang thang, hd nao cam!

Than trai hiing chi, ta viing long
Hdn néi tai hen, cdt bién Pong
Pap dat vd troi, lam sao xué

C6 ai déng chi, xin cho trong!!!

Lan doc xong va trAim tu suy nghi mot chit. Bai tho tuy khong
dic sdc lam nhung Lan cdm thiy c6 hon that nhiéu. Lan c ngd moi
ngudi qua day bi 16i cudn vao cudc sdng vat chat thi tim hon va mit
giao luu vin hod ciling bi chai dd theo. Khong ngd hdm nay Lan lai
khdm phé ra mdt khia canh mdi cla thanh nién ma Lan khong c6 dip
nghi t6i trudc day. Thdy Lan im ling, Ky phan van héi:

— C6 phdi Ky 1am thd d& 1dm khong?

Cau hdi clia Gia Ky lam cit ddt ludng tu tudng Lan dang
nghi. Lan v6i ddp:

— Khong dau! Tho anh 1am Lan cdm thay c6 hon rat nhiéu. C6
phéi anh Ky dang nhé Viét Nam khong?

Khé thd phao nhe nhdm nhu trit duge gdnh niang, Ky dap:

— Ping vay d6 Lan, da hon mudi nim rdi Ky chua c6 dip vé
thim Viét Nam. Lan d3 vé chua?
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— Da chua!

Vira ddp Lan vira nghi. Hon mudi nim rdi ma anh chang ndy
van con gilt duge nhiéu nét rt 1a Viét Nam. Thay da tré, Lan voi
tir gid Gia Ky ra vé. Gia Ky chi gat diu chao nhung trong 4nh mit
anh nhu mudn nhin géi mot diéu gi rat 1a thAm kin. Lan khong ddm
nhin thing vio d4nh mit d6 vi hinh nhu nang ciing cdm thay dugc
nhitng y nghi tf trong 4nh mit ngudi con trai mdi quen. Va nhu s¢
nhitng ¥ nghi d6 bat thanh 13i, Lan vdi va budc di that nhanh @€ cd
xua dudi nhitng ¥ nghi 16n vén trong dau.

Sudt ca budi chiéu, ddu 6c nang ludn bi xaAm chi€m bdi nhitng
Y nghi va cdm gidc 1a la. TAim hdén nang lau nay ling dong va
thanh tinh bao nhiéu thi gi¢ day né bi khudy dong bdy nhiéu. C4i
dnh mit cia Gia Ky va nét mit cla anh ta 1am cho nang cdm
thdy 1ong minh cé chit gi xao xuyé&n. C6 phdi minh yéu ching?
Lan phi cudi mot minh v6i cAu héi d6. Chi gip ngudi ta mot 1an
thi khong thé nao. Nhin ddng hd thay di hon sdu gid, Lan voi va
chudn bi va d&n nha My Ha.

Khi Lan dén thi chi c6 My Ha va Son dang ban ron duéi bép
ma thdi. Ban bé chua c6 ai tdi cd. Lan gitip Ha chuén bi thic dn va
trd chuyén vdi Ha vé nhitng bai thi cudi khoa. Nang dinh k& cho
ban nghe vé ngudi con trai minh m&i gip hdi chiéu. Nhung nghi lai,
bay gid cling ching biét anh ta 13 ai, & ddu nén lai thoi. Thay ban
c6 vé ddm chiéu nghi nggi, My Ha hoi:

— Lan sao vay? Nguoi im ling giéng nhu 12 bi tuong tu vay!

— Con lau! — Lan bao chita. Nhung khong hiéu sao, Lan
lai tho 16:

— Nhung ma hdm nay Lan cé gdp mdt ngudi hai la la!

— Thiét hong? G dau? — My Ha bdn chén hoi.

Lan chua kip ddp thi chuéng nha reo 1én. My Ha voi chay
ra m& ctta. Lan dang suy nghi xem dinh cho M§ Ha bi€t bao
nhiéu vé& anh chang méi quen thi ti€ng reo ciia My Ha lam cho
nang gidt minh.

— A! Anh Ky! Lau qua khong gip!

Gia Ky xut hién trudc clra giong nhu mot chuyén la c6 that.
Lan chi bi€t nhin stng anh ta ma khong thot ra dudc ti€ng nao. Son
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chay ra bit tay ban va gi6i thiéu:

— bay 1a Nha Lan ban cia Ha. Con day 1a Gia Ky, ban hoc
ctia Son khi con hoc trung hoc.

Lan li nhi chao Ky trong khi Gia Ky nhin Lan khong chép mit
va cling 10 vé ngac nhién khong kém. Sau mot chit ngd ngang, Gia
Ky 14y lai vé diém dam cd hitu:

— Chao Lan. Khong ngd th€ gidi nhd qud, minh lai c¢6 duyén
gdp nhau.

My§ Ha diing ngoai quan sat, linh tinh nhu cho nang biét diéu
gi. Quay sang Nha Lan, Ha nheo mit:

— C6 phdi ngudi Lan dinh ndi 1a anh Ky khong?

Lan then d6 mit va ludm Ha mot cdi. Chi c6 Son ddng canh
khong biét troi tring gi nén thic mic:

— M4y ngudi dang néi gi viy? Ky va Lan c6 quen tru6c ha?

Lan ngudng ngung nén khong trd 15i, Ky mit vin khong
rdi Lan dap:

— A, Ky vita quen v6i Lan hdi chiéu thoi.

Mic dit vin con thic mic nhung thdy hai ngudi c6 v& ngd ngang
nén Son khong hdi ti€p. Son va Ky ra phong khach trd chuyén trong
khi My Ha “hanh ha” Nha Lan.

— Thi ra la ti€ng sét 4i tinh 1am cho c6 nuong nha ta bi tuong
t. Anh Ky thdy it n6i ma ciing ¢6 i lim chi! — M§ Ha nheo
mit tinh quéi nhin Nha Lan.

Lan di 1dy dugc binh tinh. Nang khong 18y 1am khé chiu vi M§
Ha tréu minh nita. Lan k€ lai cho My Ha nghe budi gip g6 véi Gia
Ky hdi chiéu. K& xong, Lan hdi ban bi€t gi vé ngudi con trai ndy.
Mic dd mudn tréu ban thém vai cau, nhung My Ha thdy khong nd
nén nang tém ludc so qua vé Gia Ky .

Son va Gia Ky quen nhau tif lic méi qua My va hai ngudi hoc
cling trudng trung hoc & tiu bang ndy. Hai ngudi déu 1a hoc sinh
kh4 gidi cla trudng. Gia Ky rat khd vé cdc mon ty nhién todn, 1y,
hod. Con Son tuy khdng gidi biing nhung rat siéng va c¢6 khi€u véi
cdc mon hoc bai. Hoc xong trung hoc, Son ti€p tuc hoc va theo
nganh y. Con Gia Ky, khong biét vi 1y do gi lai khong hoc ti€p va
di linh. Mic du 12 ban than nhung Son khong hé bi€t 1y do tai sao
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Gia Ky gia nhdp quin ngii. Sau ba nim, Ky ra linh va trd lai hoc
dai hoc. b6 1a 1y do tai sao hai ngudi hoc chung trung hoc ma lai
khéc nhau vé thdi gian hoc & dai hoc.

K& cho ban nghe xong, Ha kéo ban 1én phong khach va chuin
bi ban dn. Son va Gia Ky ciing t6i phu mot tay. Hi mudn tao co
hdi cho hai ngudi trd chuyén nén nhdy mit ra hiéu cho Son xudng
b&p vdi minh. Con lai hai ngudi, Lan ngdi khép nép ma khong biét
néi gi. Gia Ky mé 13i truge:

— Lan quen Son va Ha da lau chua?

— Da ciing 1au rdi. — Lan ddp.

Ky tuy khdng chdy chudt lim nhung 40 anh ta ciing khd mau me,
Lan thAim nghi. PAu téc anh ta tuy khong béng 16n nhu nhitng ngudi
con trai Lan thudng gdp nhung cling dugc chdi gon gang. Lan dang
ngdm quan sat Ky thi 4nh mit nang chgt bit gip mot ciy lugt con
roira va nim trén bo gh€ sofa. DU con méc ¢& nhung ¥ nghi nghich
ngom dinh phd Gia Ky lam cho nang bao dan hon.

— Anh Ky diéu qua! Con trai ma mic 40 mau me, lai con dé
lugt trong tdi nita! —Lan tdn cong.

Gia Ky tuy hoi then vé cdy ludt nhung ciing diém dam trd
19

— Tai vi anh khong ding thudc xit téc nén dem lugt d€ giir
né gon gang thdi. Con 4o ndy 12 anh em cda anh ché nén anh
giflf lai méc.

Ngling mot chit, Ky 6ép:

— Anh quan niém ngudi mau me 12 ngudi di chon lya cdi minh
thich. Ping ra s& thich cda anh 12 mau tring d6.

Lan di tif ngac nhién ndy tdi ngac nhién khdc. Cdi 1y cida
anh ta don gidn nhuw vdy ma Lan c& ngd 1a sé 1am cho anh ta
ling ting khong it.

— Tai sao anh lai thich mau tring?

Ky dim chiéu mot chiit va k& cho Lan nghe cdi thdi hoc sinh
ctia minh. Mic du K¥ hoc trung hoc & day nhung khi r3i Viét Nam
Ky da hoc xong 16p mudi. Trudng Ky hoc 1a mot trong nhitng trudng
diu tién mic ddng phuc 4o tring. Nha Ky nghéo nén khong cé
tién may dd méi, chi c6 cdi 4o clia Ba Ky mau tring nhung rong
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thing thinh. Me Ky phi stra lai cho Ky mic di hoc. Ky nhé rat rd
nhitng ngdy trdi mua phoi 40 khong kho, t6i trudng tré. Nhitng ky
niém dé in su vao 6¢ Ky cho nén cdi cdm gidc thi€u mau 4o tring
van con siu trong long Ky.

Lan ngdi nghe ma chgt thiy nao nao nhé Viét Nam. Nhé ta 4o
dai tring diu dang ngay ndo nang mic dén trudng. ThAm thodt ma
thdi gian troi qua qud nhanh, khong thé niu kéo lai dugc.

Ban be clia Lan va My Ha da kéo t6i khd dong. Ti€ng cudi
n6i chao hdi huyén thuyén lam cho Lan va Ky khong néi chuyén
riéng dugc nita. Sudt budi tiéc, hai ngudi thinh thodng nhin nhau
nhung khéng c6 néi gi.

Sau 1an gip g& d6, Lan khong c6 dip gip Gia Ky 1§} trudng nira.
Maic du khong néi ra nhu’ng trong thAm tdm nang rit mudn gip va
trd chuyén véi Ky. Sudt ¢4 khod hoc sau dé Lan thudng lang thang
ra cong vién dai hoc thd thdn mot minh, 1ong thim mong s& gip lai
ngudi con trai k¥ la v6i anh mat nhu di tréi chit tAim hon nang. Nhung
mua Pong sdp qua di ma nang khong thdy tim hoi Gia Ky dau hét.
Anh chang k¥ la niy t6i va lui giong nhu mot cdi béng ma. Cho mai
t61 mot hom, My Ha dwa cho Nha Lan mdt thu tay ctia Gia Ky. Thu
khong dé dia chi ngudi gdi ma chi dé hai chit Gia Ky.

MG thu ra xem, Lan bi xdc dong nén nang doc titng chit mot.

“Lan mén,

Lé ra Ky muén lién lac véi Lan tit lGu nhung vi luéng ly va can
nhdc moi chuyén nén lai théi. Mong la Lan vin khoé, tré trung, yéu
doi va yéu cd... chii séc con nita...!!!

Khi Lan nhén dugc thu ndy thi Ky da di rdt xa. Theo Ky nghi,
moi nguoi séng phdi cé mét muc dich va ly tuéng cho riéng minh.
Ky khéng nghi la minh sé lam mét cdi gi lon lao ldm cho xd@ hoi
hay qué huong con & lgi. Nhung nhitng gi Ky lam, Ky sé tim dugc
Iy tudng va lé séng cho minh. Mong la mot ngay gan ddy, Lan sé
hiéu dugc Ky néi gi.

C6 mot bai tho ndy Ky lam tdng cho Lan. Vi thoi gian ¢6 han, Ky
lam chua c6 chinh ldm, mong la Lan ditng cuoi...”

Doc t6i day Lan ngiing mdt chdt va doc tiép:
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“Céi tran kia ¢6 bao nhiéu thii la?
Cudc doi ndy duge mdy ké yéu tho?
Lan véi anh hai tdm hon xa la

Gdp nhau r6i minh lai hod ngu ngo!!

Néu khong duyén ta tim van tho nhé

Poc nhau nghe cho tan bién con sdu

Dit mai ddy duong doi luén cdch tré

Pén vdi nhau trong nhitng dong tho dau.”

Gia Ky
DPoc xong bai thd, Lan nghe mot ndi budn len 1én xAm chi€m

hdn nang. Chiéu nay, trong cong vién dai hoc c6 mdt ngudi thd thin
lang thang nhung khong biét 1a di vé dau. C6 mot chd séc con chay
ngang qua mdt nang nhung Lan khong con c¢6 y nghi nghich nggm
nhu trudc nita. C6 1€, diéu nang mudn nim 13y 1a cdi dudi clia anh
chang ky la kia, khong phai 1a chi séc dé thuong. O
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LA VANG

t.h.

Tang Th.,
ngudi ban toi tién da hoém do...

oi tién dua mot ngudi ban ra ga vao mot budi sing sém

chid nhat. Con tau tir tif chuyén bdnh, bd lai nhitng ngudi

dua tién trén san ga. CoOn mot minh, t6i li¥ng thitng
tré vé...

Budi sidng cudi thu, biu trdi xanh trong, thinh thodng mdi c6
mot vai ggn may tring 1o ding bay qua. Anh ning chan hoa chéi
vang nhitng hang ciy vang 14 hai bén dudng. Tdi cAm thiy dudng
nhu dang dudc bao phii bdi mdt ving hio quang vang ryc 18, cai
béng biy clia n6 khong chi quyén rii d€n d& s¢ ma con dé 1én moi
mau sic cudi thu budn ba. Thanh phd lic nay van con im dng. Tat
c4 dudng nhu dang chim dim trong gidc ngl mé mét sau mot dém
dai vui thd, ma danh cho riéng toi ci cdi budi sdng dep ém 4i hom
nay. Va tdi da khong chdi tir 1ong t8t vo tinh d6, Am thAm tin hudng
trong ting budc dao chdm rdi trén nhitng con phd ving vé ngip
14 vang mia thu. Chi c6 14 vang thoi, 14 vang kho rung diy gdc
cay, 14 vang roi ldc ddc qua nhiing tia ning lin tin, 14 ving con
vuong van trén canh khé dung dwa chd dén cdi lanh gid clia mua
ddng dang tdi.

Ling 1& budc, mit dim dim vao nhitng chi€c 14 vang, toi
tham héi chiing:
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Ld vang oi, ld vang oi!
C6 phdi ta budn Ildm chdng?
Néu ta budn, béi vi sao ta budn?

Nguoi ta budn thuong bdi vi yéu
Nhung ta nao da ddam yéu ai

Yéu la gi ta ddu timg biét

Ld vang oi, ld ¢6 biét chang?
Nguoi ta budn nhitng liic dau long
Nhung ta nao cé biét dén dau
Pau x6t ta chua hé cdm thdy

Ld vang oi, ld c6 biét chang?

Nguoi ta budn mébi khi han doi
Nhung doi ta nao hdn ai ddau
Han thu khdi niém xa lg quad
Ld vang oi, ld c6 biét chang?

Ta chua yéu, khong dau x6t, ciing chdng biét hin chi.
Vay, ta cé buén chang?
Néu ta budn, bédi vi sao ta budn?

skeksk

Con ld vang, ld vang oi!
C6 phdi ld budn ldm chang?
Néu 1d budn, béi vi sao ld budn?

Lé nao ld ciing dang yéu ai

Lé nao ld phdi dau khé vi ai

Lé nao ld con hin thu bdi ai

Ld vang oi, ld cho ta biét chdng?

Khéng, cé chi ddu dé 1d phdi budn

Ld ngo ngdc, ld vo tinh, ld nao biét dén ai.
Phdi ching 1d khong buén? Néu ld khéng budn,
sao ld vang thé!
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Ld buon chang, vay vi sao ld buon?
Ld khong buon, vdy vi sao vang la?
Ld vang oi, ld vang oi!

Bdng c6 con gié manh thdi qua, 16p 14 kho vuong vat trén mit
dudng cudn rio rac. Nhitng chiéc 14 ving cudi ciing con dang ngin
ngd trong thu mdng, nay ciing bi luéng gié ddnh thic. Sau mot
thodng c6 chong trd lai siic cudn 20 at, ching danh bat lyc bt khdi
di€m tya nhd bé trén canh, bay vao khong gian quay cudng ltic trAim
ldc bdng. C6 liic da thdy chiing 12 1a trén mat dudng, dot nhién lai
boc 1én Iugn ddo dién, nhung rdi khi ngung gi6 ciing danh d4p hin
xudng mit dat va troi dat vao mdt ngée ngach nao dé. Vo tinh mot
chi€c 14 con xanh dirng lai ngay dudi chan t6i, chic né cling da bi
cudng bic khdi mot canh nao d6 con mudn mang chua chiu ngd
vang theo mua thu. N6 nim 1é loi mot cdch tdi nghiép giita ddm 14
vang bao quanh. Cii xudng nhit chi€c 14 1én t6i khé& khang ngdm
nghia, c6 1& n6 ciing dang ngd ngdc nhin lai. T6i dem n6 theo vé
phong, hy vong né sé& bét cd don khi & bén canh tdi, cho du rdi diy
n6 ciing s€ vang di nhu 1ong t6i... O

Aachen 11.97
t.h.
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thanh phan Ban Gidm Khdao
GIAI VIET VAN NON SONG LAN THU NHAT:

Nha Van Quyén Di
Nha Vin Bui Vinh Phic
Nha Van Tran Diéu Hing
Nha Vin Nguyén Pie Lap
Thi STDu Tu Lé
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NGUOC DONG
NAM THANG

Lam Thanh Anh Kiét

* Gidi nhat

hitng ngay cudi cing & San Fran thdi ti€t sao lanh la
thudng. Nhitng 1an xudng San Luis Obispo, mang vé
theo cdi mui ning khét trén da vin khong 1am tdi thdy
thich cdi khong khi mién nhiét d6i cia Opispo. Hinh nhu c6 “cdi gi”
d6 1am t6i lvu luyén San Fran:
San Fran dadt lanh tinh néng
Ra di van dé tdm long lai day.

“Céi gi” d6 1am cho tdi luyén ti€c San Fran khong phai chi vén
ven ¢6 gia dinh, m&i tinh khdng thanh hay nhitng ngudi ban di cling
nhau mai diing quin trong City hon ba nim rudi qua ma hinh nhu
12 mot sy phdi hgp clia tit cd nhitng thit néi trén. Nhu mdt mén
in that cau ky, tim uSp bdi nhiu huong vi ma ngudi in khé long
phén tach, San Francisco vdi trudng City College ciing da tao cho
tdi cdi cAm gidc hdn hgp d6.

Khéa diu tién toi dit chan d&n trudng City, bd ngd v6i canh dd
s6 clia mdt ngdi trudng M, va vi la dit la cdi, toi ciing chi biét thu
minh vao cdi vd ¢ ¢ don. Bdn ning tyr vé clia mot sinh vat u? hay
vi 4i ngai trudc cdnh dAt méi trudng tAn? To6i ciing khdng biét nira,
nhung trong sudt khéa dau tdi chi biét di hoc, chay tir 16p niy qua
16p khdc rdi vé nha hoc bai. Thinh thodng, t6i nghe trom dugc mot
vai miu chuyén nhd vé hdi Sinh Vién Viét Nam tai trudng, nhung
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da s6 12 nhitng chuyén x4u, no 1a nhitng 6ng hoi vién chi lo cua gdi,
gdy quy d€ thda min cho nhitng cudc di choi riéng tu v..v..1am toi
nghe ciing phét 6n va khdong may gi c6 thién cdm vdi cdi hoi SVVN
gi do. Cho mii d&€n khda thit hai t6i méi gip “hdn”.

“Hin” ngdi cdch t6i mot ghé trong 16p Physics 40. Téc hin hét
that cao, nhu nhitng 6ng linh ma t6i thdy & Viét Nam. Miit hin ¢6
vé “tlr bi” va cling ¢6 cdm tinh khi nhin.

—- Are you Vietnamese? — hin hdi t6i. T6i git nhe dau,
cudi xa giao, hoi boi r6i mot ti vi tf d6 gid chua ai hdi minh
ciu do6 ca.

—- Bd hoc & day 1au chua? — hin hdi tiép.

A! “Bd.” LAu qud tdi chua nghe lai ti€ng nay.

—- Hai khéa, con 6ng? — t6i hdi lai.

— M6i khéa ddu — hin tra 151, nét mét vui vui.

—- Ong tén gi? — toi hdi hin.

—- Minh.

—- Kiét.

—- Sao tui khong gdp 6ng § trong trudng hé!

—- C6 1& vi khéa rdi 6ng khong c6 di hoc.

—- O hén.

Hin suy nghi mot gidy roi tiép.

—- Khéa r6i tuy 12 tui khong c¢6 di hoc nhung tui c6 mit &
trudng mdi ngdy.

—Ua ong 1am gi trong nay — tdi hdi hin, hoi ngac nhién.

— Tui vd chdi véi mdy ngudi ban trong hdi SVVN.

—- “Hoi SVVN.” — t6i nghi thim, vin chua c6 4n tugng
gl tot dep vé hdi cd. “Hin coi cling dao mao va dang hoang dé
chit,” t6i nghi tiép.

— Hinh nhu bd chua bao git v hoi 1An nao phdi khong?

—- Chua

—- Sao vay? Sao khong v6 chai?

—- Béan qud.

—- B ¢6 di lam khong?

—- C6 cha?

— O dau vay?
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—- Tui bé bdo Chronicle mdi budi sang va lam trong study
center budi chiéu.

—- Lam hai job h3?

— U, con dng?

—- Tui lam duéi Drama Department.

— O dau vay?

—0 phia sau Art Building.

—- Work study hd?

—- Bd tutor mon gi vay?

—- Phép vén.

— Ua bd hoc Phdp vin khéa rdi ha?

—- Khong, tui tir Phdp qua day.

— 0.

L6p hoc bit dau 1am ciu chuyén bi gidn doan. Pén cudi gid,
trudc khi “chay 16p” hin néi véi toi:

— Néu rinh nh6 ghé qua hoi choi nhe.

Va 16i khéa hoc vin ti€p tuc déu déu trdi nhu thdi gian. C6 mot
14n t6i ghé qua hoi, khong gip hin, chi c6 khodng vai ngudi & hoi
dang danh ping pong va chtti thé dm téi. T6i bd ra, hinh nhu ching c6
ai chd y d&n cdi mit la hodc clia tdi ca. Toi lai khong thich nghe chiri
thé nén rit lui qua 1a thugng sdch. Khodng vai tudn sau dé (ching
thdng ba), Minh vao 16p dua cho t6i mot t§ flyer.

— Sip ¢6 picnic. Kiét ¢6 rdnh khong, di choi v6i tui nay.

—- Churng nao vay?

— Thit hai diu cda Spring break.

— P& tui coi lai da.

—- Rdng di chdi ky nay di, vui 1dm d6.

—- U dé coi. C6 phai ghi tén gi khong?

—- DPé&n hdi tim anh Diing hay anh Nhat gi d€ ghi tén. — Minh
vira chi vao t0 flyer vira chi vao tén hai ngudi vita néi.

Lai “Hoi”. Toi nghi v6i 4c cdm nhiéu hon 12 thién cam.

— Tim Tri ciing dudc nita. — Minh néi ti€p.

—- Tri nao?
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—- Tri téc bac nhd nhd con d6, khong bi€t Kiét c6 biét
khong?

—- O biét, tui nay hoc chung 16p todn 10.

—- Vay sao?

—U.

—- Tri 1a phé6 ban bdo chi cia hdi d6.

— Ua hoi cling ¢6 bdo nita sao?

—- C6 chit, mdi ndm tui ndy lam mot t& bdo TEL.

—- Ciing hay.

—- Kiét thich doc bdo khong?

—- Thich chd.

— Bita nao t6i dem cho Kiét mot tJ bdo xuin vira rdi.

— OK, cam on trudc.

Tdi ban qud khong di picnic dugc va Minh cling quén khong
mang cho t6i tJ bdo nhu da hita. T6i vin thic mic vé& hoi SVVN.
Tri va Minh déu hién c4, lai diing din, dé thuong, than thién ma khi
t6i vao hoi thi lai nghe chiri thé ém tdi. Tai sao lai ¢6 sy di biét nhu
vay? Roi tdi cling quén dan chuyén hoi, chi bi€t minh quen dugc hai
ngudi ban mdi dé thuong. Mii cho d&€n khéa Fall 85, tuy khong con
hoc chung 16p nita, t6i vin thudng gip Minh va Tri, mot hom gip
Minh trong trudng, Minh lai dua cho t6i t§ flyer.

—- Tui ndy ¢6 t6 chic vin nghé vao dip Thanksgiving, Kiét
t6i choi.

— U — t6i trd 15i khong may gi chi y. Cim t3 flyer vé nha
t6i dinh khong di nhung rdi dém vin nghé Thanksgiving ciing c6
mat tdi vi hai 1y do:

1. Dd xét v& ndi bd cia hoi d€ thda man sy td md ma toi sin cé:
Su khéc biét gitta Minh, Tri va nhitng ngudi khic trong hoi.

2. Din mdt anh ban “gia” di choi, anh Lip ma t6i m6i quen
mot vai tudn trude dé.

Dém dé that dong, nhitng c¢d cdu choai choai, diu vang, dau dé
dén nhitng c6 trong that hién va dé thuong, nhitng chang ding din
déu c6 mit ca. Minh va Tri thi chay dong chay tdy, tdi va anh Lap
chi bi€t ditng trong mdt géc “caf”, khdng quen ai cd. Toi cling lam
mit bao ra mdi mdt vai cd nhdy ddm. Ciing vui, nhac “sdng” nghe
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ciing khodi. Roi “cudc vui ndo cling tan”, moi ngudi luc duc ra vé,
toi va anh Lap con ddng lai d6 x4 rd. Trong cd céi cafeteria chi con
lai do trén dudi mudi ngudi, lo sdp x&p lai ban gh&, don dep cic
nhac cu, dén, loa, v.v... T6i va anh Lap cling budc lai phu ho mot
tay. Sau khi don dep xong, tui toi tir gid ra vé. T6i da thda min
dugc mot phan sy td mo ma tdi mang trkong 1ong tir by 1au nay.
Nhitng ngudi & lai don dep phan 16n déu nim trong ban chap hanh
clia “hdi” va khong c6 ai chii thé ca, tat cd déu c6 vé “con nha c6
hoc thiic” nhung con cdi “ddm” kia? VAn chua ¢6 cau tré 13i, t6i lai
s¢ dung cham nén khong ddm dé cap tdi.

Mot hdm Tri ndi véi toi:

— Tui ndy sdp lam bdo, dng c6 thich vi€t vin khong? Viét
cho tui nay vai bai.

— Tui vié€t cho ai doc diy. — T6i trd 15i, bén 1&n. Ma qua that
t6i khong hé c6 kinh nghiém viét vin.

— Thi ct viét di, Tri bdo. Pau ai ¢6 kinh nghiém viét ldch
dau, tyi nay ciing 1a sinh vién c4 1a.

—- U dé coi. — Tai tra 15i cho qua chuyén. M4y hom sau toi
lai gdp Minh, Minh ciing kéu t6i vi€t bai cho t& bdo sip dén. Toi
ciing Ut hit cho qua chuyén. P&n hom lam bdo, Minh goi qua toi
va nhd toi gitip cho mdt tay. To6i ddng ¥ va con kéo theo Ngoc,
mdt ngudi ban mdi quen.

Nghiép bédo chi cdia toi bit dau tir d6, séng gié va su quyén
luyén HSVVN tai CCSF ciing bit ngudn tir d6. To6i dudc cdc ban
khdc chi cho cdch lay-out, trang trf, bd ddu, ddnh mdy.... Anh Thanh,
trudng ban bdo chi khéa dé cling rat 12 sdt sing. Mdi sdng chang ta
di d6n toi va vai ngudi nita, roi lai sip x&p xe ¢ dua vé. Tdi luc
loi dudc vai bai thd cii va cho 1én khudn. Bon tdi lam viéc hing say
dén ndi c6 1dm hom dén 2-3 gid sdng mdi vé d&€n nha. Riéng toi
thi 5 giy sang 14 phai di bd bdo nén dugc phép dén tré va ai ciing
thong cdm ca. Toi bit diu thdy yéu hoi SV va nhitng ngudi ban
tré. Tt cd déu phuc vu. cho mdt ly tudng that dep, vo vu 1gi, dit
khong ai néi ra nhung moi ngudi déu c6 vé hiu nhau qua nhitng
gid phit cuc khd, mét nhoc, chia xé nhitng budi dn “cAm hdi” that
dam bac, doi lic chi ¢6 mi goi.

tuyén tap NN OIN®]4 4



RO toi d&n hoi trudng hon mot ti, va rdi toi hidu tai sao lai c6
su di dong, tai sao hoi lai bi ti€ng xAu. “Con siu lam rau ndi canh”
1a vay d6. “Ti€ng x4u bay xa”, mot s6 dong phan t& c6 mit trong
hoi 12 chi d€n d€ c6 chd tu tip, tan déc va trong s& nhitng phan ti
ndy c6 nhitng phin t& thudc vé “ddm chii thé” ma sd ngudi that
su lo bdi ddp va phuc vu cho hoi thi that 1a thi€u s§ va phan 16n
nhitng ngudi nay khong dugc ai bi€t d&én nhu chi Tan, chi Oanh,
buc, Thanh “rau”, Diing....cling may la toi da dén véi hoi, tr mot
thic mic riéng ma 6i dd im ra sy that, sinh 1ong mén md nhitng
ngudi ban cling tAm tu, Iy tudng, va tdi bt dau tha'y ghét nhirng 15i
ddn dai xau vé hoi, ghét c4 nhitng ngudi nghe don ma khong chiu
tim hiéu cho 16 cin nguyén. Nhitng phin-ti-x4u thi ¢a danh ring
ho vo6 ¥ thiic va vo trdch nhiém con ngudi nghe don thi sao? C6 ai
Y thifc dugc nhitng 15i don dii gid tao, vd thuc v6i nhitng 13i don c6
thuc hay khong? Hay ho cling quay vii nhu con vu khi ngudi ddnh
vu kéo manh mot sgi day? Toi cdm thay hdi han da khong tim hiéu
vé& hoi s6m hon. Nhung du gi di nita thi ciing chuva mudén mang gi
cho 1im. C6 diéu tir gits trd di t6i da tu liét minh vao thi€u s roi
d6 va phai chap nhin nhitng 15i don dii nhu nhitng ngudi ban tré
clia t6i da phai chap nhén tif nhiéu nim qua. Nhung khong sao ci,
niém vui thu lugm dugc qua nhitng gi to6i lam da 12 mot phan thudng
tinh than qud 16n cho tdi r6i. To6i da hét co don, tdi da cdi bd cdi
v 6c ning né trén lung t6i xudng, thay vio d6 mot cdi tdi nhd
ddn ddy nhitng niém tin, hanh dién. Ly tudng birng séng trong tdi.
Cudc ddi qua ddy ¥ nghia...

Qua dé&n khéa Spring 86, Minh dugc bau 1&én 1am hoi trudng,
t6i nhan 15i 1am phé ban bdo chi. Nhung ngay trong dém ra mit ban
chap hanh, Thanh vi gia that bé bon nén tir chiic va tdi tu nhién trd
thanh nhan vat chinh clia ban bdo chi. T3 bdo 30/4 dau tién cda 10
Phil Pdng ciing 12 mot dé tai 16n trong budi ra mit ban chiap hanh
hém d6. Vi chua quen thudc may véi nhitng ngudi trong hdi nén t6i
ciing chi biét lo vi€t vai bai cho bdo t6i, phan thu lugm bai vé do
Minh va Dic lo hét. Trong khodng thdi gian tf 1dc ra mdt ban chap
hanh cho dé&n lic 1am bdo, tdi ciing c6 tham dy vio nhitng budi hop
ctia hoi, mdt cudc bi€u tinh phin ddi ¢ai KQED 9 chi€u nhitng phim
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thdi sy do cdng san dua qua. Bon tdi khong ai thich 1am chinh tri c&,
nhung khi néi minh 1a dan Viét Nam Cong Hoa va minh vi tron ché
d6 Cong sdn ma qua My nay thi minh da c6 dinh liu véi chinh tri
roi, vd dit minh khong thich chinh tri vin nén c6 mot ¥ thiic vé chinh
tri, va doi Iic phai chdp nhan nhitng chuyén minh 1am c6 dinh dap
dé&n chinh tri mic dit minh ¢d tinh trdnh né.

Su khin khit giita c4 nhan t6i va Hoi cang ldc cang sdu dam
hon. Tinh ddng chi ciing niy nd manh mé hon giita to6i va nhitng
ngudi ban tré cling 1y tudng. Minh, Ngoc, Ptc 1a nhitng ngudi chung
vai, sdt cdnh vdi to6i nhiéu nhat va anh Lap di trd thanh ngudi
anh tinh thin cho bon t6i. Nhitng ltic rdnh ri, bon toi hay qua nha
anh Lap d€ tu tap, ca hdt va ban chuyén hoi, chuyén tuong lai.
Nhitng mau chuyén d6 da bdi dip thém cho cdi Iy tudng ma bon
toi mang canh cdnh bén long.

Tbi gip nang 14n ddu vao dip 1am bdo 30/4, Phu Pdng 5. Nang
lam t6i chd ¥ vi nang that im ling. Ai ndi gi nang ciing chi cudi.
Cudi e then, cudi tudi, cudi thdng cdm, cudi ¥ nhi, cudi xa giao. Sao
ma ny cudi clia nang c¢6 duyén té. Nang khong dep hon nhiing cd
gdi khdc, cling khong xAu hon chi ¢c6 déu nang thit Ia binh di, don
gidn va chit duy nhat ma tdi c6 thé dung d€ dién t3 cdi cdm xic
clia toi 12 nang that Viét nam. Ong gi d6 ma t6i quén mat rdi c6
n6i ngudi An Nam ta cdi gi cling cudi ma 1i. nang cudi ca chuc kiéu
khdc nhau thi khong Viét Nam thi 12 gi? Sau khi hoan tt t& bdo, cd
bon kéo nhau di dn ming, thodt nan mi g6i va banh mi Ba Le cla
hon hai tudn cam khd, huin nhuc, tdi lai tim thdy nhitng dic tinh
t6t khdc noi nang. Nang that 12 hién va chu ddo. Khong phdi nhu
nhitng ngudi 1am 1y it néi ma dif ngdm ngadm. Nang it néi nhung lai
that hién. Khi 4n nang lo cho ngudi nay ngudi no, gip thic dn cho
anh nay, chi kia r6i méi gip cho nang sau chét. Qua 1a hién thuc,
Viét Nam hét chd néi. Néu cé ai bdo tdi dan ba Nhat hon dan ba
Viét Nam trén van dé phuc dich thi t6i hdn 1a khong ddng y chiit
ndo cd vi téi da c6 bing ching rd rang trudc mit. Va rdi toi bit
diu 1am tho ca tung nang va than thg cling gidy muc mdi tinh cAm
ling ctia ti. Toi yéu nang nhu 1an diu to6i cdm thdy xao xuyén vi
con gdi, va toi ¢d tim cdch 1am than véi nang. Toi bi€t nang c6 mot
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6 ban than, th€ 1a t6i lam quen véi ¢ ban nang trudc da. To6i chd
c6 ban nang vé& mdi khi tdi gip co ta sau gid hoc. Pugc do mot vai
thang, t6i cdm thay c6 sy hi€u 1Am ngdm ngadm clia phia bén kia ma
t6i khong ddm bay td gi ¢4 nén to6i phdi gidn doan nhitng chuyén taxi
free. Toi tim cdch gin giii nang nhi¢u hon dii ban ron vdi viéc lam,
viéc hoc, va viéc hoi. To6i van chua ddm té tinh vi chi sg tinh bay.
“Tha yéu thim con hon bi xua dudi va 1dn tranh.” Hanh phiic nhd
nhoi ctia t6i d6. N6 dep nhu nhitng bong béng nudc ma ngudi ta chi
ddm ngdm nhin vi dung vao 13 c6 thé vd toang ra.

Qua dé&n kho4 Fall 86, Minh vi hoan c4nh gia dinh phai vé San
Jose & v6i 6ng cau. Toi dugc dé clr ra leo 14i con thuyén hoi. Toi
da dugc ban be tin nhiém va dic ¢k nhiém vu hoi trudng. Toi da
bit ddu cAm thay 1am Hdi truéng 12 “chim-xé&” ghé 1am, 1a phai hy
sinh vi mot 1y tuéng nao d6 méi dam lam va tdi bit dau drop 16p, di
tlr 14 units xudng con 9. Toi cdm thuong cho than tdi cling nhu cho
Minh, Diing, Nhat, Cudng, Binh, Quin, nhitng hoi trudng qué khdi
clia hdi SVVN tai City, va tdi thAim thia cAu néi ctia Minh, “Ngoi
trong 16p ma lo viéc hodi.” Roi GPA cia toi xudng cdi ao. Hoc ba
16p an C hét hai, cdi A clia 16p con lai khong kéo ndi GPA clia khod
Fall 1&én 3 chAm. Nhin lai nhitng ngudi khdc trong ban chap hanh
ciing vay, 1am 1a phdi hy sinh. “N€&u minh khong v hang cop thi ai
vao day?” C4 ddm ban chdp hanh déu di xudng ddc hét nhung y chi
clia c4 bon déu bén. PAu khod Fall 86 c6 rit nhiéu ngudi trong ban
chdp hanh cii chuyén di trudng khdc nhu chi Oanh di SFSU, Tan,
Thanh di 1am, Nhat, Minh Chau di UC Davis, va rdi toan ban ch?fp
hanh chi ¢6 t6i, Ngoc, Bdc. May con c¢6 Phuong lo bén ban bdo chi,
hoat dong ndi nhat ca ddi nha. Vay ma khod d6, tJ bdo ra ciing
ddy bao va lai 1a t& Phit P&ng hay nhat tir trudc dén gid. Ly do thi
ciing hoi khé hi€u mot chiit, nhung that sy thi nhitng ngudi khac da
titng sinh hoat trong bon va di chuyén di trudng khac vin viét bai
26i vé cho Phi Déng nhu Minh, Minh Chau, Tan... ThAm chi ho con
trd lai phu 1am bdo nita chi. Th& mdi bi€t 1a bon tdi khin kit ghé
1dm, khong bd nhau danh. Nhitng ngot bui chia xé vin con du vi
that ndng nan ma khong ai tim duge & mot ndi nao khic, k€ ci hién
tai & cdi dit San Luis Obispo nay.
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Kho4 Fall tr6i qua, ndng né vi trach nhiém, chdn ndn vi viéc
hoc xudng déc, budn vi mdi tinh cAm ling, rAu vi khong tim dugc
ngudi méi d€ lo 1ing cho hoi trong tuong lai, tdi cling nhu nhitng
ngudi di trude kéu goi moi ngudi dé€n hop va bau lai hdi trudng
khod spring 87. K&t qua t6i lai tdi ddc ct va ban chap hanh vin con
nhu cii, khong ¢6 ngudi mdi ciing khong mat ngudi cii. Phuong vi
lam than con gdi nén van dé di ra khdi nha, vé tré cling hoi phién
ha, khong nhu bon tdi, Pic, Ngoc, bit cAn séng chét va vi vay
nhitng chuyén trong hoi ciing chi do ba dia t6i ditng ra quyét dinh
va chudn bi... Ngay khod dau, toi da nhan dugc mot ci dién thoai tir
Ho6i Trudng Lao Tudng Trg tai San Fran., nhd cdc anh chi em sinh
vién tai CCSF lo dum cho cdi trudng Viét Ngit. T61 vdi cho Minh
hay, vd Minh ciing voi va chay tir San Jose vé d€ ciing tdi di coi
tinh hinh. Trudng c6 40 hoc sinh va hai thiy gido. Mot thay thi da
qui mét mdi vé viéc gd dau tré con cdc cu thi diu con son tré nita
dé chay lui chay t6i ling xing nén phai kéu goi long thién nguyén
ctia ddm thanh nién rudng-cdt-nude-nha vay. Toi lai quynh 1€n. Hoi
lo con chua xong, khong c6 ngudi trong ban chap hanh thi lam sao
ma lo ndi cho cdi trudng Viét Ngit vdi 40 hoc sinh. Ban lui tinh t6i,
sau ciing t6i va Minh phdi chay qua 6ng anh tinh than d€ ciu cuii.
Mot tuan sau d6, tui toi trd lai hdi trudng ldo, 1an nay ba ngudi toi,
Minh va anh Lap. Qua 1a tim dugc cdi phao giita bién ci, anh Lap
vi yéu tré nén hiang hdi nhén trach nhiém 6ng Hiéu trudng, con tdi
va Minh thi lo chay vong ngoai, tim thdy c6 gido. Cling may con lai
thay Huing rau cla trudng, mot ngudi ciing rat yéu tiéng viét va diy
ly tudng. Trong giai doan chuyén ti€p clia trudng, cic em hoc sinh
dugc chia ra 1am ba 16p. T6i phu trach mdt, anh 1ap va thdy Hung
phu trach hai 16p con lai. Nhd sy linh dao ddy nhiét tinh clia anh
Lap, s6 hoc sinh ting dan va trudng di dén tinh trang thi€u 16p. Tui
t6i phdi day d& trong hanh lang. R6i thdy Tan, c6 Phuong, c6 Hong
ciing dén gép miit dAn ddt cdc em bé VN “tudi nhu nhitng bong
lda mé6i”. Thay Tan ciing da c6 mot thdi gian dén trudng go diu
tré nén ciing c6 it nhiéu kinh nghiém, chi ¢6 bon tdi, cdc co thdy
méi thi di quén cd cdch ddanh van, thé 1a lai phdi do dim tiing
budc mot, hoc lai cach danh van tirng chit. Thé 1a hoi lai thém
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nhiéu gdnh ning trach nhiém. Ban chap hanh ct mdi thit bdy lai
khodc 1én ngudi bd do thﬁy cO, nita dao mao, nita con nit thoi thi
“ngd bién ting quyén” vay.

Nhim khong 1am ndi t& bdo 30/4 nim 86, vi phan phii lo cho
hoi, phin lo cho trudng Viét Ngit, bon toi dinh thay vao cho t bdo
biing mdt dém viin nghé bd tdi nho nhd. Vay 1a phdi chay di lo tim
ngudi c6 kha niing vin nghé @€ tap dugt. Toi tim Toan dé cdu ciu,
vi nghe ndi chang ta 1a ngudi lo cho dém van nghé Thansgiving 85.
Séng gi6 lai ndi 1én. A! Toan (gid nay hin dang ngt li bi dusi cdi
néng oi 4 clia San Luis Obispo) qua 1 chau con ctia Phit D&ng Thién
Vuong, nhd ngudi ma hay lam 16n chuyén. Toan bao toi:

—- Pa lam thi phéi lam cho 16n.

Ban qua, ban lai vai ngay bon t6i quy€t dinh 1am 16n. C4 bon
bd 16p “lia chia” di tim ca si, vil si, kich si, 1ai goi Minh tir San Jose
vé. Minh hita v6i bon toi 12 s& c6 dong cdc trudng ban phu gitip
cho mot vai ti€t muc. An tAm dugc phan nao, bon toi vin con bin
ron t&i ¢d. Pi chiéu du, nin ni tiing ngudi vao ban hgp ca, ban vil.
Qua trdi khong phu 1ong ngudi, bon tdi gdp Van, ngudi dd ¢ kinh
nghiém v& vii § VN lai ddy nhiét huyét. Thé 1a ban vii c6 ngudi
lo rdi, b6t mot ganh ning. Rdi ban hgp ca ¢6 Quyén, Hanh, TAm,
Ldc, Hung, chi Kim, Nga, Ha, Thu, Hanh, Van, Dung, Nuong... (lai
nhitng ngudi cii). Lai phai lo tim chd dé tap dugt. May nhd ba me
Phuong cho mugn cdi garage mdi chiéu thi sdu dé€ tap dugt (cim
on hai bac va Phuong). Con phan nhac cu phai lo nita vi hat thi phai
¢6 am thanh, micro, loa... cling may nha Toan c6 tr6ng, dan va anh
Lap lai c¢6 hdo tAm ng trudc tién muén Am thanh nén cudi cling
dém vin nghé ciing dugc ra mit cong ching, cong ddng VN tai San
Francisco. Gid vé 1a 5 dong. S6 ngudi di coi chat nit cd hdi trudng
th€ ma vin con 16 300 ddng. Thé 1a du dinh gitip cho SOS Boat
People danh phai gic lai, buén ghé 1am.

B cho viéc 16 14 d6, nhitng ngudi trong ban vin nghé dén hoi
thudng xuyén hon va tr§ thanh nhitng phin ti tich cuc v6i hoi. PAu
khod Fall 86, toi xuéng va Quyén bi bit th& vao chd tréng. Vin
dugc dé ctr 1am hoi phé. Toi lam c6 van ndi vu, Minh 12 ngoai vu,
Ngoc van lam tdng thu ky kiém thi quy (3 khod lién tuc), Pic
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chuyén qua UC Berkeley. Dung bit diu vao nghé viét lich, Hiing
lam trudng ban thé thao, Hanh lam bén ban bdo chi. Ri Pai Hoi
DPoan K&t 4 biing nd, Phong (trudng ban thé thao cii) mic du di
chuyén qua San Fran State Univ. vin quay vé City lo cho ddi banh
Phit P&ng. Ban hgp ca Phit Pdng lai di gép mit trong dém vin nghé
DPHDK 4, ban vii lai ra quin va ca trudng Viét Ngit Au Cd ciing g6p
phin vao dém viin nghé trong ti€t muc “thdy trd cling hat”.

Trdi bat ddu trd lanh, bdo hiéu chiéu vé & Obispo. Tdi bdng
khao khat mudn bay vé San Fran. Noi day, cudc song thit nhan ha,
khi hau that &m nhung vin khong thay th€ dugc S.F. vdi trudng City
va nhitng ban bé ma t6i mudn duge c6. Dit mot 1an tdi da c6 dd can
ddm td tinh va khong dugc yéu lai cling khong 1am cho t6i quén
dugc S.F., ti mudn duge ngim séng bién & Cliff House, thim cdi
lanh khi suong xudng & San Fran, nhin lai ddm ban be va cd ngudi
khong yéu toi. o] day toi lac 16ng va c6 don hon & S.F. nhiéu Iim
maic du tdi c6 nhitng ban beé mdi chung quanh. T6i chgt nhd lai cau
néi clia thdy Quyén Di trong khod hoc thu hudn su pham tai San
Jose: “Minh khong hé c6 don néu minh biét ring 3 mot ndi nao dé
c6 nhitng ngudi ciing mot 1y tudng nhu minh.” VAy niém cd don ma
t6i cAm thay hién tai chi 1a van dé thé xdc vi tdi bi€t & S.F. cdc ban
t6i vAn con nhd vé tdi va van ciing mang mdt 1y tudng nhu toi. Nude
tif mudn giong vin d8 vé mot ngd: Mot nude Viét Nam thanh binh,
mot dan toc Viét Nam thoi khic khodi. O

tuyén tap PNOININOINE 50



ONG NAM TA

Vi Bang Khdanh Dung

au nim nim cii tao, bd dugc tha vé. Lic d6 con khodng

mot thang nita 1a T&t. Ong den di gdy com trong tién tuy

dé&n 12 toi nghiép. Pita em gdi toi, dita con ma liic dng ra
di, 6ng khong hé biét 12 n6 di hién dién trong bung me. Lic nay
n6 nhin 6ng dim dim ngd ngang, lic dau ngudy ngudy khong nhin
nhan bd: “Khong phdi bd nay, bd gb va dep trai kia.” Liic bd toi
& tli cdi tao, miy me con t6i t3i lai chong dén d& album xem hinh.
Nhiéu tdim hinh me t6i chup 6ng trong dep trai phdi bi€t. Miéng 6ng
mim cudi, 4nh mit diu dang ltic ndo ciing todt ra vé tinh anh. Lan nio
ciing vay, me to6i ngdm hinh di rdi khéc. Hai chi em tdi quynh 1én.
Em t6i ngdi thu minh gon ging trong 1ong me tdi, ngudc mit nhin,
con t6i dm cham 14y me vdi doi tay bé bdng v ve.

BG tdi vé&, 6ng lao ngay vao cong viéc ruong ry, dé cé cdi cé
di t6i lui, ving nha. C6 1an 6ng ving nha tdi ba bon ngay, cong an
tdi nha tim, me toi néi 12 6ng noi tdi dau ning nén bd vé Sai Gon
g4p khdng kip xin phép. Nhd di toi, ngudi ma tén cong an dang ngdp
nghé, di phdi n6i thém vao nén may hdn mdi bd di, khong quén ham
he bdo khi nao vé phai 1én trinh dién iy ban “lam viéc”.

Hom sau thi bd tdi vé, mit may bo phd xanh xao, quan 40 14m
lem bin thdi. Ba ngoai t6i mirng 18, méu mado bdo: “Thodi con di,
ditng di nita. C6 sao thi khd vg con 1an nita.” Tl d6 it thdy ong
ving nha. Me tdi khong cho 6ng vd 1am rudng nita phan vi ngoai
t6i thuong ré hay ciin nhiin me toi dirng d€ dng lam cuc, phan khic
vi manh vudn huong qua clia ngoai bi chinh quyén doat d€ xay cat
tru sd. Th& 16i dng ti€p me toi trong coi sap tap héa ngoii chg,
ngay trudc hién nha cdu toi.
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Tir d6 6ng c6 nhitng ngudi ban mdi, cling 14 dan céi tao, di chg
vé hay ghé mua thudc lao, goi may ly ca phé den & mot quan bén
canh nha, nhdm nhi, ru 11 néi chuyén. R&i mot thai gian, nhitng 14
thu tif nuéc ngoai clia bac tdi, ban bé bd toi don dap gdi vé. BS toi
om nhitng 14 thur ddy cdm d6 nghién ngdm doc c dém. B4 lai vé Sai
Gon déu déu, va tat bat day tir sing sém 1én huyén, 1&n tinh dén t&i
mit hay hdm sau mdi vé. R6i mit bd budn so.

Nhitng ngudi ban hay t6i lui ngdy mot thua dan, khong con thay
béng ho & ngoai chg nifa, thi dng Nidm Ta xuat hién. Ngay 30/4/75,
ldc Duong Vin Minh ra 1énh budng sting dau hang, 6ng Niam 1a mot
tin 46 Hoa Hio da cling ddm dan em lugm sting chia nhau bd tri
nhitng yé&u diém quanh chg, bén song, va ngoai 1, khi€n cho bon du
kich 4o den 14D 16 phia xa xa, va dudc ddp lai bing nhitng trang dai
lién gion ra. Dan ¢6 mdu mit & chg dua nhau lugm vai ciy thd trong
nha dé phong cu6p. Sau nay dng Nim gidi thich hanh dong ctia minh
12 lo an ninh va canh chirng vii khi cho “Cdch Mang”!

“Céch Mang” tin 6ng 1im, da nong hau dén on dng bing c4i
cong sO tdm, roi dua 6ng di bién biét ngét mudi may nim trdi...
Ong Nam t6i sap hang ctia bd t6i mua day dong, diy kém d€ lgp
15 bit c4 tom. Du 1a khdch hang quen sd, b6 me t6i c6 théi quen
khong bao gid bdn néi thdch, lai 1& phép va dé dang. Ai c6 thi€u
tién chit dinh, bd me t6i cling cho thi€u nita, nén dudc nhi¢u khach
hang chiéu c6, trong d6 c6 dng Nim Ta. C6 1an dng mua dd Iic bd
t6i cAm tJ bdo trong tay, dng mim cudi héi: “Cé6 tin gi la khong
chii em?” B& tdi cudi dua cho dng tJ bdo, rdi nhu quen than tir
ldc nao, 6ng sa xudng ngdi trén sap k& bd toi Mot gia, mot tré
néi chuyén ram ran mot hdi rat v 12 tim dic, mai gan x& trua 6ng
mdi ki€u tir ra vé. K& tir d6 mdi 1an di chg, 6ng déu ghé ngang
qua dua cho me t6i vai con cd 16c, vai con tdm cang: “Cho thiing
chdng bay nhau lai rai.”

Nhitng ngay gidp TEt, cong viéc dong 4n da xong, ranh rdi, dng
Nidm Ta lai xoay qua 1am db chdi cho con nit. Lic d6 quanh 6ng
Nim Ta 12 mot riing mau sic vdi nhitng cdi chong chéng, tréng boi,
nhitng hinh ndm biing gidy. T6i thich nh4t 1a nhitng con ga, con tu
hi bing dat sét, chd c6 kén 1udi ga, hai 16 nhd hai bén canh, khi
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thSi phét ra ti€ng o oe, o oe tily theo ngén tay déng md. Mbi khi c6
gi6, chong chéng lai xoay tit, tréng béi khuya lanh canh, va nhitng
hinh ndém lai vung guom mda con loan xa. Ong Nam Ta di t6i dau,
ddm con nit lai bu dong dén d6. C4i ddm rudc ci th€ vong quanh
chg. Nhung ngugc lai ddm bdn hang rong bén dudng thudng xua
dudi dng vi s¢ ddm con nit mdi mé chen 1an dap hu d6. Nhitng lic
d6 ong thudng do hai tay 1én trdi la to “Oai da, oai da!” Ong I6n
giong, ti€ng o o nhu cdng v&, bon con nit lai dugc dip nhdy cing 1én
la hét, 1am ndo nhiét cd mot géc chg.

X& trua, chg bit ddu thua dan, me dé€ bd trong coi sap mot
minh, ba vé nha niu com, khdng quén sai toi bung ra cho bd khi thi
binh tra, khi thi phin ca phé den. Ong Nam Ta lai t6i treo nhy may
mén dd chdi d6 du6i sap hang cta bd toi, r6i khé nhadm nhi tra néi
chuyén. Nhitng miu chuyén ddi ngang doc clia 6ng lién quan d&n
nhitng v&t xam, vét theo trén ngudi. Ong k& nhitng cdi Tt ndm xua
ong da dn thua di trong nhitng trdn d4 ga 16n bing nhitng con ga
noi chién. Ong say sua k€ cho bd toi nghe cdch coi tudng ga, nhat 1a
nhitng 4n tuéng thudng 1am cho céc tay chdi non nghé thua dam. Lic
chdy tdi, 6ng lai m& song 16 td Iugm bac cic cam hdi.

Con ngudi clia 6ng Nim Ta that 12 khé hi€u, n€u khong mudn
n6i 1a phitc tap. Ong c6 ci vé nghiém trang dao mao hién tir, nhu’ng
ciing 6 ldc dit din tée Iita. Khi khép kin than trong, khi c&i m& xué
xda. C6 nhiéu ldc cao hitng 6ng xuéng 16 td gitip vui giita chg mién
phi cho ba con: “... C4i L... dinh mdu 1a con s& sdu.” Thién ha lai
dugc dip cudi r 1€n. Nhitng ldc dé toi thudng khé chiu ngudi 16n
n6i chuyén tuc tiu bay ba, t6i bd di chd khac. Toi chua hiéu dugc
cudc sdng clia nhitng ngudi dan lao dong chi't phdc bi keém kep duéi
ch& dd méi qud cing thing va cd cuc, ho thém nhitng ti€ng cudi
sdng khodi, du 1a nhitng 13i dd tuc. Vai nam sau khi 16n khon, tbi
mdi hi€u ro ¥ nghia con s6 sdu! Lic d6 danh tir con s8 sdu trd thanh
phd bién trong lang qué toi. Con s6 sdu, danh tir 4m chi cin bénh
trdi hanh tr ba Eva d€n ddm con chdu mai sau. Cén bénh diy dua
tif tudi 6 mai cho t6i may muoi nim sau, khi da tu luyén thanh bac
chudng 1do0 mdi dugc budng tha!...

Nim 4y khong thdy ddm ru6c clia 6ng Nam Ta nita. Mai x&
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trua mdi thdy 6ng chéng gdy tr dudi do 1én. B& t6i thic mic thi
ong tr 13i: “Tao dau hdm ray, nim & nha budn qué, nhé tui bay tao
lai mo ra day”. Ong khong con xi quach k€ chuyén trao Tay, trao
Viét Minh, trio Hda Héo, hay trao Cong Hoa nita. Ong ng01 yén
ling udng tra, d6i mit dung duc lem nhem nhin thién ha tdp nap vui
chg Tét. Ong didn me t6i nim nay dirng mua mai, 6ng s& ting mot
nhédnh vao sdng 30. Chap sau 6ng ki€u tir ra vé, khong quén ddi cho
chi em t6i may con tu hd. Me t6i don mot hop sita, mot géi tra, va
bao bot bich chi v6 bao gidy bi€u ong, va diu dng xudng do. Ong
nén lai chi bo t6i cich him gid mai dé giit n6 1au tan. Qua TEL, bd
con toi di vé Sai Gon thim ndi. May hom sau khi trd vé chiing toi
hay tin 6ng Nim Ta mat, bd tdi budn ling ngudi nhin nhanh mai
vang tu ly. Phit chdc 6ng Nam ta d trd thanh ngudi thién ¢d. Ong
da khong kip tir gid bd toi d€ di gip nhitng ngudi clia mudn nim
cii clia nhitng thdi xa xwa. C6 diéu la 12 trong may nim quen biét
bd tdi, toi chua hé nghe dng nhic tdi trao Viét Cong sau nay. C6 ai
hdi, 6ng xua tay lic dau: “Hon mudi nim qua, tao da thdy sing con
mit ngudi, t6i con mit tao roi!”

Té&t da qua, sinh hoat dd trd lai binh thudng, nha cira dugc quét
don lai nhu cii. Dudi gdim ban con tu hi siit cang gy gong nim lin
16¢ trén san nha. Nhanh mai vang chi con trd lai vai nu non chiéc
14. Ngbi chit nhdnh mai titng khic dem phoi, toi thi'y long se thit.
C6 1& cdi chét clia 6ng Nidm Ta da ddnh ddu ngay cdo chung clia
nhitng mén dd choi Tét ¢d truyén danh cho con nit & khu chg tdi.
Sau nay t6i khong con thdy nhitng con tu hd bing dit sét, tréng
b6i, hay nhitng hinh nom nita. Chiing di bi ddy lui va tan lui bdi
cdc tau bay, hoa tién biing dién tif khac lita xanh rdn, hay nhitng
video game, computer game dim d4, bidn gi€t hung bao Bon con
nit nghéo chi dugc ding tir xa ngim nghia, them thudng, va bi me
16i di xénh xéch. Pém nay, khi ngdi viét d&€n day, to6i mudn dot nén
huong 10ong twdng nhé dén dng, ngudi da cho bd toi bi€t nhitng tang
thuong ctia qué vg cd mot thdi tho Au 1Am than ddy loan ly mat mat,
va nhdt 14 danh cho chi em tdi cdi tinh xdo vé nhitng mén d6 chai ¢
truyén cla 6ng. Long tdi khong khdi bang khuang ngdm ngii nhd
“Nhitng ngudi mudn nim cii, hdn & dau bay gig?” O

Raleigh 12/04/97
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IN EXCHANGE
FOR GROWTH
AND
LIVING EXPERIENCES

Hoang Hien Thuc
* Giai nhat (phan Anh ngit)

motherland, I have found question of self-identity quite

inevitable. It has been almost eight years since the day
I left Vietnam to live in Canada; and in these eight years I have
seen many people who came up to me and asked “Where are you
from?,” or “Are you Chinese? Korean?” My answer has always
been “I am from Vietnam”, or “I am Vietnamese”, so clearly [ have
no problem identifying myself as a Vietnamese does. Recently,
one of my friends asked me “So, do you regret having left your
homeland?” My answer was a clear “No.”

You might wonder why I have responded “No” to a question
whose expected response would be a “Yes.” Yes, in the early years
of living and trying to adapt to my new life in Canada, I did regret
having left Vietnam, and I did wish many time that I could have
lived in Vietnam instead of Canada. But everything was in the past
now. All my experiences gained from having lived and grown up
in Canada have helped me to realize what really is essential to
life, and to appreciate it.

What I have learned is that although joy and hope make great
companion in our life, sorrow and despair sometimes are our
greatest teacher. My memories of the early years living in Canada
were marked with tears. Imagine that you go to an elementary

B eing a youth growing up in a country, which is not my
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school where you are a member of a visible minority group, you
know no English, and you have to bear all the cruelty of the kids
there, then you would understand what my life was. I recall being
called a “chink” once, and I ran home and asked “Mommy, what is a
“chink”?”, and my momma — being the most compassionate mother
in the world — did not want to expose that “chink” was something
to me, and though I did not know what the word really meant until
later, I could feel the pain it triggered. I quietly went into my room,
closed the door, and cried. For several days I carried the pain, dying
with the thought of being worthless, being loved by no one around
me. Then all of sudden, I realized that I had to get up again, and do
something more meaningful. “What is there to do?,” I asked myself
and at the same time I discovered there were plenty of things for
me to do. There was English that I needed to study; there was
math homework that I got to complete; there was the science
project to be done by Wednesday. There were so many realistic
things to do instead of sitting there mourning. Concentrating on
my study was, somehow, a way to escape from my self-destructive
feelings inside.

It didn’t really work out that I could escape from them, but the
result of my hard studying was that I topped the class in Math and
Science, and my improvement in English amazed my teachers and
classmates. Although the pain of being discriminated against did not
go away easily, my spirit was lifted up because I knew I could do
something and that I had worth, I was somebody. The happiness that
came from my achievement was overwhelming since I had always
thought “Oh, no, I can never do anything with my poor English.” Now
whenever I look back at these memories, I truly feel feels a sense
of gratitude — I am not exaggerating — of what had happened to me
in those years in my elementary school. If I did not have obstacles,
despair as my stepping stones, I would not have achieved success
and made my way through high school and then university.

So with such lengthy paragraph, I am trying to get to the point
about what is really essential to life. To me, happiness is essential,
success is essential, but so is despair and failure. Without despair and
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failure, how could there exist happiness and success? If you realize
that, it’s great, because then you would not afraid of anything.
Being a youth with all that vitality, you can just go out there and
try to do anything you want to do; you are open to every possibility
of success, failure, pain and despair since you know all of them
are essential to life.

Then throughout the years having lived in Canada, I have also
learned something that I think I would have never learned if I
was still living in Vietnam — something that is also very essential,
and it’s about our own background. I have learned of how rich,
how beautiful our Vietnamese culture is. Life is funny. You do
not realize the value of something until you have lost it. Back in
Vietnam, I actually did feel senseless with things that were “made
in Vietnam”, and would prefer anything exotic like Western music,
movies, fashion, etc... I used to have this tendency to think that
anything made from the Western world was better, greater, more
superior, compared to the things that originated from our own
country. I knew that I was wrong after a few years having lived
in my host land, Canada. Yes, it is true that the Western culture
has many attributes that we should adopt, but meanwhile, our
Vietnamese culture is also worth to be respected. In our culture, we
have grandparents staying with parents, children, and grandchildren;
or at least we have people taking care of their elderly parents,
isn’t that lovely and heart-warming? What do we find in Western
culture? The idea of “extended family” is outdated; and when
parents get older, all they can do is to find themselves a retirement
home and then spend the rest of their life there dying in loneliness.
And there is this about divorce: according to the 1996 statistics,
two out of every three marriages end in divorce, so the chance of
being together till the end doesn’t even pass 50%. Here is one of
the reasons why I said our Vietnamese culture is beautiful; it has
many folk songs and proverbs that encourage patience, tolerance,
and understanding between the two people who had come together
as husband and wife.

However, it would take several more pages for me to list every
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remarkable aspect of our Vietnamese culture. What I would like
to stress here is that we should recognize the value of something
that we all possess, that is our Vietnamese heritage. It is essential
that we are Vietnamese; we want to be identified as Vietnamese
(well even if we do not want to, we are still what we are, so better
to keep up with it!), and we want the world to know that the word
“Vietnam” or “Vietnamese” does indeed represent something. Most
of my friends have known Vietnam through books and films about
the Vietnam war, about MIA, about Communism, about human
rights violations, about boat people, about many other things, but
none of them reflects the beauty and profoundness of an Oriental
culture which has had a history of almost five thousand years. By
preserving our own heritage in the way we live, we are telling other
people that “Vietnam” or “Vietnamese” is more than what they
think. Of course we do not want to be looked at as just a Vietnamese
refugee or be labeled as “boat people”, do we?

Finally, I think one of our greatest goals is to live our life as
a fully human being (I said “one of the greatest” because there
are many other goals which are considered to be greatest by
other people such as being in a supreme position, achieving fame,
possessing an impressive balance account, etc.). A fortunate person,
to me is the one who knows how to live his life so that he does
not waste it, and then when it comes near to his departure from
the earthly world, he looks back at his own history and smiles, “I
have done well, and I do not regret having to leave, because I have
lived fully as a human being.” Well, so far everything sounds too
philosophical, but now let me get to the point about how all my
experiences gained from having lived in a Western world — or more
specifically, Canada — have helped me to discern the “art” of being
fully human. Perhaps I'm a clumsy student in this subject (as in
any other subject), and I'm still learning (as I will always be), but I
would like to share it with you.

One of the things about living your life fully, as I have found,
is that we should invest a great deal of time and energy in risks and
changes. It means that we constantly keep ourselves open to new
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challenges, new obstacles, and constantly keep adjusting ourselves
to them. It always amuses me to think back when I was still in
Vietnam, being the only daughter to my parents I was treated like
a doll (you know, being over-protected by my family). When I was
born, the communist government, with their selfish and oppressive
way of leading the country, has turned the Vietnamese society,
once peaceful and cooperative, into become chaotic and full of
deceit, a place where people are suspicious of one another as being
a government hound. Well, I'm not getting into politics, anyway.
However, my parents were afraid that one day I would also become
amoral and deceitful in such a society that they did not even send
me to a kindergarten, and let me stay home until I was seven, when
my grandma insisted that I must go to grade one.

During the time I went to school from grade one to six in
Vietnam, to be honest, I did not really have any friend to be called
“close” friend, since my parents had always reminded me not to
trust my friends easily and talk to them often (in fear that they
might be children of a government staff). That’s just one thing. To
minimize the risk of having me in contact with or kidnapped by
“bad” people, I was not allowed to go anywhere — except school
— without my parents’ watchful eyes. The result of that was that
I knew every little corner of my house and none about the life
outside. I'm not criticizing my parents because I knew they thought
what they had done was for my best welfare, but keeping me in
a rigid safety shell had created in me a tendency to avoid risks
and changes.

When I came to Canada, I was suddenly snapped on with
changes from every aspect of life (thanks anyway, since finally I
got in contact with difficulties). The start was quite tough. I did not
talk a lot with my friends back in Vietnam and it became a habit.
When I came here, the most important thing for me was to learn
English, and imagine what I could learn if I just kept my mouth
shut, so I got to change. Well, I had people laughed at me many
times because I did not know how to talk (not because of my poor
English), but I got over with it eventually. And there is this thing
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about “bad” people. In Vietnam I did not really get into contact
with them, then in Canada, at the beginning, I was very afraid when
hearing a coarse sentence, seeing a violence action, or being
treated offensively. Of course, my parents had no control over
that. But when I knew some bad people, it was very easy for
me to recognize some good ones, too. And when I knew that, I
discovered how diverse people are, in terms of their backgrounds
and personalities, and isn’t it interesting to know that each of us
has a different individuality?

So the point is that if we are afraid of changes and we don’t
want to make changes, we are doomed for sure! And the same thing
with risks. In fact, changes can be either good or bad; they can lead
you to more growth and understanding, or they can leave you with
negative consequences — it’s a 50/50 probability. But at least you
have 50% chance of learning something positive when you change,
and isn’t it better than you get 100% chance of failure, when you
don’t change and sit there like a statue? So, face changes, make
changes, take risks. They’re very risky, but they are fantastic because
they add the color to our life and make it look less boring.

It occurred to me that if we want to live fully as human beings,
we have to realize that we all need one another, and we all want to
be cared of and loved. Humans instinctively are social animals. If
there is a person who ever says that he doesn’t need anyone or he
doesn’t need to be loved by anyone, he’s lying. We, in one way or
the other, do need to have people or at least someone to talk to, to
communicate our feelings, whom we can turn to in times of despair
and catastrophe. As I am writing this, I would like to dedicate it to
my mother, who has been my great source of comfort whenever I
am in need of support and understanding. Back in Vietnam, I was
taught that I had to be grateful to my parents, and that I had to love
them, to listen and show respect to them, and on and on. Well, I
did all of that because I knew that I had to, not because my love
for them came spontaneously from my heart. When we came to
Canada, things changed. I was still going to school, and my parents
were still going to work, but they had to work days and nights, to
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endure more hardship to get enough money for the family. After a
year, my father was laid-off, and now my mother was the only one
who had to bear the financial burden. When I asked them if there
were any way I could help, my parent’s response was that the only
way I could help them was to study hard, nothing more. Whenever
I looked back at these days, I was always moved to think of how
Iucky I was to have such loving and caring parents, since I knew
there were many other places in the world where children of poor
families never had that opportunity for education.

After the passing away of my father, my mother has continued
on with her working to pay for my university education. The
mother-daughter bond between us was strengthened because now
my mother is like a friend of mine, whom I can talk to, share, laugh,
and cry with. There is a fact that I have just discovered that when
you know you are loved and cared unconditionally by someone,
you can create and perform miraculous things.

So I just brought up my mother as a model of someone we need,
and I'd like to stress that it is very important to have someone who
cares for and loves us in our life. So then we should value them,
enjoy every moment you have with them because you don’t have
them forever. By this, | mean that we should be patient, forgive them
for their mistakes as you also do to yourself (not only you is human),
get rid of the thought that the one we love is perfect.

Having lived here for quite a long time, [ have witnessed many
relationships, once used to be very loving, now fall apart because the
partners could not “stand” each other any longer (whether because
of boredom, money matters, childish hurt, a momentarily anger). I
knew some of them did find a fresher and better life afterward, but
I also knew there are many of them who drown themselves in
guilt and depression, since they have lost their happiness in their
pursuit of it when they gave up their relationships. So then if we try
to be a little bit more thoughtful, more patient, more listening, we
could refrain ourselves from breaking everything apart. Although
love and relationships, like everything else in the universe, are not
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permanent, if we treat it as if they were, our life will be definitely
more meaningful.

There is a proverb in our Vietnamese literature that says “Di
mot ngay dang, hoc mot sang khon,” which means that you can learn
a lot in your own journey. My life, or my journey — may I call
it a journey, since life is always continuing — in Canada has
taught me a lot of valuable lessons, from which I have learned to
appreciate life and recognize what is essential about it. Vietnam,
in my mind, is still my homeland, but my heart is also attached to
Canada, because it is the place where I have really grown, and
will continue to grow. OJ
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I’M LOST.
NOW I’'M FOUND

Lan Anh Tran
* Giai nhi (phan Anh ngir)

ow and then, I’ve caught myself wondering if I still
Nconsider myself a Vietnamese. Do I celebrate my old
traditional customs or run with the flow of American
culture? Is it easy to forget myself and not recognize what is still
left inside me? I wonder why I don’t have any more enthusiasm
to do all the activities that I used to love in the good old days like
carrying the flowery lantern in the Mid-Autumn festival called “Tet
Trung Thu” or waiting for the first fire-cracker to boom out in Lunar
New Year. It wasn’t a thrill feeling that is missing in me. Taking a
closer look at my customs I discovered myself deeply miserable in
the flow of my spirital path. It would be a shame not to recognize or
know anything about the starting of popular traditional activities
and continuing to celebrate the birth of them. As I wondered, I
began to remember the traditions of my heritage in Southeast
Asia. Those events that I used to love in childhood, celebrating
the Mid-Autumn festival (or the Harvest moon) that comes on
the fifteenth day of the eighth month of the Oriental Calendar
and Lunar New Year.

I used to love carrying glowing lantern masterpieces joining
other kids in the neighborhood to show off my creative lantern, just
like a contest without a prize. It’s said that the lantern as a mythical
symbol means “a carp that transformed itself into a dragon”. When
the sunset went to sleep at the end of the horizon, I was ready to
call on other kids burning on the candles inside the lanterns. The
lantern show makes a brilliant sight to hold in the night under the

tuyén tap NONEOIN® 6 3



full moon. In the crush of leaves and the whistle of the wind, I look
for my image through the moon mirrow that is reflecting down the
stream. I usually wished I could hold the moon sincerely in my
spacious hands just one time in my entire life.

How much I had wished tor run back this melody of time to
breathe in the music sounds, to dance under the harvest moon and
taste different kinds of cakes decorated as a harvest moon, or lotus
bloom cake that brings out the flavor with fragrant teas. But best of
all was to wake up the belief inside me that once was warm, strong
and intense. The second event is the Feast of the First Day coming
in the Lunar calendar. For the Mid-Autumn festival to celebrate
the spirit of Autumn, the New Year welcomes the birth of Spring
that can spread out for months. People honor this holiday as gifts
from Heaven and Earth. It has been a while since I gave some
serious thought to my own culture. Every time Christmas comes, an
emptiness touches me deeply inside. The Lunar New Year is just
around the corner. I haven’t been opening myself up to welcome
the birth of Spring, cleared out the sad memory of the old year or
a strong belief that this year comes to bring out the best. Just to
celebrate the presenting of daily life, of simple things like the joy of
seeing the full moon or the success of harvest days...

I had a dream of being back in the arm of my motherland and
enthusiastically welcomed the Feast of the First Day of the year.
I sang in the joy of youth as the burning out of fire-crackers. Then
the dream became true as a memory of a little girl circling around
the flower market...

The day I knew that our family would move to America I
became both happy and sad. I was happy to have the chance for
a better future, but felt saddened for saying goodbye to all of my
relatives, friends, and favorite teachers whom I had know since
the first day of school. My parents were looking forward to the
move because they had been waiting almost ten years for this
day. I, on the contrary, wished for the time to go slowly so that
I could celebrate my last Lunar New Year. This is my favorite
event, and although it happens every year, it seems never to be
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enough for me. Luckily, I spent my last Lunar New Year with all
of the people I love. That was the best New Year I’ve had in my
life, and the memories are still as clear as if I just experienced
it yesterday.

It was the last day of the year in 1992, and Saigon, the capital of
Vietnam before 1975, was busy and full of enthusiasm with people
preparing everything for the New Year. I was riding along the busy
streets and watching people getting ready for “Tet” (“New Year”
in Vietnamese). Tet is the most important festival of the year. The
week-long holiday usually falls in late January or early February.
This is an occasion for family reunions and meriment after a long
year of hard work, a time for payment of debts, special foods,
new clothes, flowers, and new beginnings. It is similar to the
Westerners’ Christmas. For centuries, Tet was a popular custom
which retained a permanence of form and a continuity of obervance,
year by year.

The flower market in the center of the city was a sight to behold
during Lunar New Year celebrations. Peach and Plum flowers
(representing the North and South of Vietnam) were for sale to
brighten most living rooms during these days, with a wish of bringing
hope and love in the year ahead. That is why people often decorated
their homes with flowers. There were also a lot of other exquisite
flowers such as roses, marigolds, lilies and orchids... smiling under
the sun and showing their charms to attract us. People were talking,
laughing and bargaining about the prices of each item, while some
brilliant young faces were looking up at their parents asking for
some new clothes.

At exactly midnight on New Year’s Eve, the first fire-crackers
concurrently boomed out the old year, warding off evil spirits
and bad luck, also clearing the way for a warm welcome to the
prosperous and fortunate New Year. Nowadays the fire-crackers
delight the children who try to make as much noise as possible.
After the fire-crackers ended, we were ready to walk into the New
Year. Everybody reached out and cheered “Happy Lunar New
Year” and then gave sacrifices to the ancestors. I did not go to bed
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until 2:00 o’clock in the morning. I wondered, “Why can’t I sleep?”
I just sat on the balcony watching people pass, on the Y bridge
near my house, to visit the Buddha. As a habit, we usually go to the
pagoda to ask for a better new year, luck in our own business or a
peaceful family. Later, I heard some voices and smelled food from
the kitchen. My mom was preparing some special cakes to celebrate
Tet. “Banh chung” are square in shape to represent our earth, and
are accompanied by another kind of plain rice cake, “Banh day”,
in round shape to suggest the universe. But “Banh tet” is the most
common cake during this time. We also have water-melon, which
is my favorite dessert of the occasion. It is said to date back to the
Hung dynasty, the country’s fouding fathers. The pulp, which is
red, is the color of good luck; sweet taste is the taste of success;
and juiciness, the sign of abundance, represents the merriment
of the time.

I woke up early to hear a long fire-cracker celebrating the first
day of January in the Lunar Calendar (Moon Calendar). On the
morning of Tet, families hope that their first visitor will give them
good luck through the year. This is the most important day that
everyone invites the deceased members of the family to return and
take part in the life of their descendants. I was told that this day will
determine one’s fortunes for the rest of the year, so I had better
be careful of what I say on this day. During Tet people extend
hospitality and a warm nature toward other people. Put on a smiling
face, because a happy appearance is most likely to bring good
tidings. However, no on sweeps the floor during the period of
the New Year celebration because it may bring poverty to the
family. Sweeping the dirts means sweeping the wealth out of
the home.

I finally stood at the end of the long line where every member
of my family had already waited their turns to wish good things for
the oldest person in the family. My house did not seem big enough
to fit all the relatives together on that day. I took time to look at
everyone in the big family as to make sure no one was missing, and
remembered all the familiar faces I had known from the day I was
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born. I jumped up as a hand hit my shoulder “It’s your turn, Sis,”
my older sister reminded me.

Sitting on a chair, my great grand-mother looked gentle and old
in her 92 years. I whispered as I took her hand, “I wish the New Year
comes to you with good health and happiness, Great Granny.” She
handed me some “ lucky money” after she had thanked me, which
had been put in a red envelope with the symbol of a piggy bank
on the outside to wish luck throughout the year. I keep expressing
wishes to my grand-parents, parents and everyone else until I
reached my older sister. Usually, the youngest person in the family
gets more red envelopes than anyone else as he/she goes around
wishing older people a happy New Year. Three days later, during
this celebration, we were enjoying life like going to the movies,
visiting friends, and old teachers then going to my relatives’ houses
to “collect” money for the New Year.

Looking back now, from a new home in America, all my happy
days have gone. During the New Year celebration week I went to
school studying for my exams. My mom had no time to make the
special rice cakes. In my country, we only have water-melon during
this occasion and I loved to wait ten months to taste this fruit. But in
America you can see and buy them at the supermaket whenever you
want, during summer or winter time. I usually loved to stay up late
listening to the fire-crackers’ detonate, which was the most exciting
and joyous feeling to me. That sound made me truly believe that
all the bad memories would simply step back into the past and
disappear, allowing a brighter year with luck and happiness. I can
find fun easily now, but it seems so hard for me to have all the
things I had during the New Year celebration. Just watching people
passing the bridge to the Buddha, hearing the fire-crackers for hours,
sitting around, and going back in time with my great grand-mother’s
stories. “I’'m lost. Now I’m found.” It is an anonymous phrase that
could describe my feeling. I'm growing up now, not a little girl
running around with a piece of water-melon fruit in her hands. I’ve
gained the wisdom. What I had lost made me realize how important
itis. ’'m still tiding to my heritage with my own memories. And those
treasure memories will be kept inside me forever. O
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NIEM TIN

Duy Cuong

" ng Sdu nang ly tra nhd, hdp mot ngum, nhin cay Noel
roi git gt ¢6 vé khodi chi 1im. P6 12 mot ciy Noel
nhin tao kh4 cao hon ba meters ma tuin trudc toi da

gitip 6ng chd vé tir mdt shopping gan nha. V4i con mit va ban tay
khéo 1éo clia mot nghé nhan di c6 thdi ndi ti€ng & Sai Gon, cAy
Noel dugc dng trang tri that tuyét diéu, bing nhitng dnh dén muon
mau lung linh, v nhitng diy kim tuy&n 6ng 4nh, cdy Noel qua 1a
ting thém gi4 tri ngan 1an lic mSi dem vé. Khé dit ly trd xudng
chi€c ban khich, 6ng quay sang hdi tdi:

— Nhin ciy Noel, cdu Thdi thiy sao?

— DPep tuyét, bic a!

Giong 6ng ti€p trong niém hanh dién:

— T6n mat ba ngay trdi cu a! Ban ngay toi ddi ning vong
quanh cdc shopping d€ chon cdc loai dén thich hgp, cic vat dung m§y
thuat d€ trang tri, con ban dém thi lai ding ban tay k&t hgp cling con
mit d€ tao nét dep. Qua la ding cong day chi cau!

— Da vang! Nhung chdu lai thich 16i tao non bo clia bac vdi
hang d4 bén canh! Nhin ¢t nhw mdt hang d4 thiét thdi Trung cd
trong film Pang Gidng Thé.

— A! cdi cudn film ma cau dua tdi coi d6 a! Toi coi di coi lai
may 1an d€ tim mot 161 tao hinh sao cho that gidng.

Da&i v6i ong Sdu thi khong con niém vui ndo hon khi tiép tuc
vdi cong viéc nim xua bing ban tay diy my thuit ciia minh. Manh
san nhé trudc trung cu nha 6ng ludén mang mot vé dep ciia nén nghé
thuit tao hinh. Mot hd cd kiéng dudc tao bdi nhitng phi€n d4 xdm,
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xanh réu, dugc trang diém bdi nhirng loai cdnh la mit ma 6ng da
gdy cong suu tim tif nhiéu ndi trong thanh phd. Gian phong khich
nha 6ng ctf y nhu mdt phong triém 1am nghé thuat. Nhitng biic tranh
son mai v4i phong cdnh qué huong hitu tinh do chinh ban tay 6ng
cham tr8, nhitng hinh tugng ban than dugc dng diéu khic mot cach
ky ludng bing nhitng dudng nét tinh xdo. Tit cd nhitng tic phdm
nghé thuat d6 tao nén 16i song riéng biét, 16i song ddy cdm xiic, 16i
s6ng m§ man trong cudc ddi dng. Nhu dang hoa nhap vao niém xiic
cam riéng tu, 6ng quay sang toi:

— Chi ti€c 1a thiing Khdnh nha i né khong dugc chung vui
cung gia dinh trong dip Gidng Sinh nay!

— Chdu bi€t 12 bdc rdt budn, nhung bén canh bdc con cé
Thu Hién, chdu, va cdc anh chi em trong Poan Thanh Nién Cong
Gido § ddy ma!

— Thiing Khdnh né da ving mit hai mia 1& rdi, bac nhé né
qué ma chiing bi€t lam sao? Nhiéu lic bac khéc 1am con Thu Hién
n6 lai phdi an i, n6 s¢ bac ngd bénh thi khd!

Tbi c6 gitt mot nu cudi vd vé dng Sdu:

— Thoi, bac ciing dirng budn, Khank sé& trd vé vio mot ngay
gin day thoi Bic.

— Biét dau ma chd cau! T ngdy me né mat, né thay ddi
hin. RS sy doi!

o0o

Nhitng ngay gidp 1€ Gidng Sinh thit ban ron. Ngoai thoi gian
phdi 6n bai cho ky cudi nién khod, t6i phai danh thdi gian cling cdc
ban tap hét cho ngay 1&, cling anh, chi em lo cong viéc phét dong
quyén gbp trong phong trao xay dung ngoi thinh dudng cho Cong
Dong Viét Nam nhd bé tai day. Tuy cdng viéc bé bon, nhung trong
tdi ¢6 cd mot nién vui khé ta, niém vui cda su chia x&, niém vui
chung clia moi ngudi, niém vui clia nhitng muc dich cao cd. Vira
budc chian vao nha Thing, t6i khong khdi ngac nhién trudc qui
nui dd nhd, toi thi thao:

— Wow... dep qud! Ai tao lén né vay?

Thing nhin tdi cudi:

— Thdi con nhé gia dinh cdi bic ma minh di d6n hom & phi
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truong khong? Gia dinh ma c¢6 ¢6 Thu Hién lam thiing Phi keyboard
ché&t mé chét mét dé!

T6i mim cudi:

— Oh!! thi sao? Hang d4 nay cta Thu Hién a?

— Khéng. Ba Thu Hién tao 1én cho ngay 1& Gidng Sinh
t6i do.

T6i con nhé rd hom d6n gia dinh 6ng Sdu § phi trudng, toi
khong khéi ngac nhién khi 6ng khé né vdi chiéc vali thit 16n, thiing
Phi keyboard phu 6ng c6 ti ma vé nha né phdi dem thudc ra nin
b6p hai bd vai u ctia né. Bén trong vali 1a cd mo6t kho tang nghé
thuat, tit nhitng manh d4 nhé dugc 6ng Sdu suu tdim trong nhiéu
nim qua, tdi nhitng cudn sach vé nghé thuat tao hinh kim c6, cong
thém nhitng ban phic hoa nia v6i maodng dang thyc hién dg dang.
TAt cd déu géi gon trong chi€c vali ma 6ng coi nhu 1a mot kho
tang qui gid nhat ddi 6ng.

Va t6i dugc bi€t t6i Khdnh, ngudi con trai duy nhat cla gia
dinh dng, ngoai cdi tuéng manh khdnh rat thu sinh, Khdnh con 1a
mot ngudi hoa si ddy tai ning, luén mang trén moi nu cudi tuoi nhu
nhitng tdc phim anh thé hién trong nhitng biic hoa sinh dong clia
minh. Lén nén trong gia dinh mang dong mdu nghé thudt va nho
gido, anh ludn thé hién ban chit cia ngudi thanh nién 1y tudng trong
cudc song, coi trong ban be, x4 than vi cong viéc, ludn duy tri dugc
nhitng nét dep qué huong trong tAm hén. Hau hét nhitng bifc tranh
dugc anh thé hién qua nét co mang hinh béng clia qué huong
hitu tinh véi canh ddng ménh mong bat ngét thing cdnh co bay,
nhitng dong sdng ém & soi bong nhitng rang dira, hinh béng thi€u
nit thon qué trong vu ldc chiém, vacon nhiéu nét ddy tinh nghé
thuat dit tht ctia dan toc. Budi dau lam ban, tdi thich thd dugc
nghe Khdnh tim sy vé& nhitng ngay anh con hoc § trudng Pai Hoc
My§ Thuat tai Sai Gon:

— Thdi bi€t khong? Trong trudng tui ban né goi minh 1a “6ng
cu thon qué” vi minh chi thi€t tha véi nhitng bitc hoa thon qué chén
ngdy, khi€n tui né buc minh.

— Vay tai sao Khdnh khong vé nhitng bifc tranh mdi theo nén
hoéi hoa hién dai bay gis?
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Minh ciing ¢6 v& vai tdim, nhung khong gdy cho minh dugc
su hitng thd Thdi a! Céc hoa si thdi nay thudng chay theo “mot”
d€ luén tao nén sy hap din trong nhitng sdng tao cia ho, ho
mang ning tinh chat kinh doanh vé loai hinh nghé thuat nay, vi
vay nhifng tic phdm ctia ho phan 16n 12 khong mang dugc nhitng
y nghia sdu sic thuc thé va khong dem lai nhiéu cdm xic cho
ngudi thudng thitc.

Tb6i khong hi€u nhiéu vé& nghé thuit hoi hoa, nhung toi thay
Khénh néi ding. Nghé thudt von bit ngudn tir tim hén, ma tim
hdn dep thi khong cAn d&n nhitng vu 1¢i. PE tao cho Khdnh c¢6 mot
cudc sdng lanh manh hon noi mdnh dit la ma anh dang cat budc,
toi gidi thiéu Khdanh tham gia vao Poan Thanh Nién Céng Gido
tai day. Khdnh c6 vé thich ng ngay tir budi diu véi cong viéc
trang tri cho cdc ngay 1€ 16n, dic biét 1a dip 1& ky niém cho nhitng
ngay 1& ¢4 truyén clia dan toc.

o0o

Tb6i dang thu don lai dong sich v ngén ngang trén ban, chot
c6 ti€ng dién thoai reo 16n: ... reeng... reeng...

Chup &ng nghe, tdi nhin ra ti€ng Thu Hién dang trong tim
trang hot hodng:

— Anh Théi @6 hd? Anh qua nha em ngay di.

— Ua! C6 chuyén gi vy Hién?

— Anh qua nhanh di, Me Hién khong biét sao tu nhién kéu
kh6 thé va dang vat 16n trong con dau, anh qua gitp Hién ti di,
nhanh Ién anh!

— Okie... okie anh qua ngay.

Vira budng dién thoai, toi vdi chup 18y chi€c quan, mic voi vao
roi hét hdi chay qua. Nhin guong mit ba Sdu dang tdi ngit di vi dau
ddn, d6ng Sdu ddng bén chi€c gudng, guong mit 6ng nhin that hoang
mang, 6ng nhin tdi nhu phan tran:

— Pang dn con xong bat chgt bd kéu dau bung 1én gudng nghi
r0i ctf rén quin quai theo con dau dang hanh ha.

— Nhu vay phdi cho bdc gdi di nha thuong gap thdi kéo khong
thi bac s€ kiét stic vi con dau day vo.

Toi quay sang Hién dang bdi rdi khong biét lam gi, roi néi
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vOi:

— Thu Hién soan giim anh nhitng d diing can thi€t cho bic,
anh vé 13y xe chd bac vao phong cip cifu ngay...

Ba Sdu dugc dua vao phong cip cifu d€ chudn dodn bénh, cic
bdc si cho biét, ba bi xudt huy&t bao tif dot ngdt, thanh bao i bi
lGng 18 va médu dang ri ra ngoai, mot tinh trang dot bién thudng xay
ra & ngudi khong thich hgp vdi thdi tiét, thic dn va thudng c6 nhitng
suy nghi nhu mot 4p luc trong ddi song hiing ngay. Ba dugc chuyén
t6i khu vuc danh cho nhitng bénh nhan trim trong, va dugc tiép siic
song bdi nhitng bich m4u va nhitng bich thic 4n 1éng mau xanh réu
dang treo ling lang tir thanh cdy ngang trén chi€c gudng da dung
danh cho ngui bénh ning khong thé di chuyén.

Mot budi t6i nhu moi budi t&i khéc, trong c4i lanh budt gid lam
té cifng céc t&€ bao, trong con gié thdi nhu dang rit 1&n titng ti€ng ai
odn trong man tuyét bing gid. To6i dudc tin ba Sdu da mat. C4 gia
dinh 6ng Sdu da phdi trdi qua nhitng ngay thdng den t5i trong dong
ddi dang thitng thd troi. Toi cdm thdy dau nhéi trong tim khi phai
chitng kién sy ra di ctia mot tAm hon véi nhitng khdt vong séng con
dang tran ddy nhua nhu ba Sdu. Mot con ngudi vira mdi budc chan
vao mdt ngudng cta mdi cia ngd ba dvi.

T6i bi ngui khi phéi chitng ki€n nhitng giot nudc mit tudn roi
that bi thdm cta Thu Hién, mot ¢d gdi con tré dang tung ting véi
ddi, can dudc su yéu thuong, che chd. VGi Khdnh, téi nhu thﬁ'y ro
dugc sy chdn chudng trén khudn mit, vdi dang di€u ué odi trong
cong viéc tai s8, cling nhu Khdnh thudng ving mit trong cdc budi
sinh hoat, va moi sy sdo tron trong cdng viéc hang ngay, t6i nhu c6
linh cdm cudc ddi ctia Khédnh sé ré qua mot huéng di méi Nhung thai
gian c6 1€ 1a liéu thudc huyén diéu nhat trong cudc séng, né nhu li¢u
thudc gidm dau trong mot ca phau thuit clia dong ddi, ma bénh nhan
khong ai khdc chinh 12 ta, phdi tw quén di thuong dau dé tié€p tuc cat
buc, vi 1a nhitng con ngudi can séng va phai song.

o0o

Vira budc chin vao nha dng Sdu, t6i khong khoéi ngac nhién
khi thay Thu Hién dang ngdi sut sui khéc. Ong Sdu vdi vé mit
4u siu tu lu dang lau tich trd va nhitng cdi ly nhdé cau ghét. Toi
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khong héi 6ng, nhung buéc dé€n bén Thu Hién, khé dit nhe ban
tay nén bd vai, toi hdi khé:

— C6 chuyén gi vay Hién?

Thu Hién 1dm chit 14y ban tay t6i, nhu s¢ n6 sé& tan bié€n mat.
Nang nghen ngao:

— Anh Khdnh d4 di hon mot tudn nay roi.

— Ua, Khinh di dau?

— Em khong biét!

Réi bat chgt Thu Hién da 1én khéc to hon. T6i 6m 14y bd
vai nhé bé clia Hién cd trdn tinh con xiic dong cyc dd cé thé
lam cho nang té xiu.

— Thoi Thu Hién, dung khéc nira, anh s& tim moi cdch lién
lac d€ tim ra Khénh.

Hién vAn ndc 1én tiing con vi nang dang boc 16 nhitng cdm
xtic qud manh, va bi d& nén. Ching biét néi gi hon, t6i khuyén
Hién mot cAu nghe that thira:

— Khéc bay gid khong c6 1gi cho Hién dau!

Mot thang true dé todi thudng tha'y Khénh di chdi vé rat khuya,
c6 khi d€n gin sang. Khanh thudng lang thang vao cic tu di€m
Bi-da d€ tim thd vui biing nhitng cdy “cd”, tién bac Khdnh déu
“nudng” vao cdc Casino, vd nhiéu ldic Khdnh khong ngai chi dén
viéc diing dé€n cdc loai rugu manh ma toi biét co thé anh khong
thich tng dugc vdi cdc loai men dé. V4i anh, chinh ban tay dé da
vudt nén nhitng nét nghét thuat cho ddi, va gid ddy chinh né lai
mudn st phat ddi cho khdng thuong tAm.

o0o

— Anh Thdi! Vao diy Thu Hién cho anh coi cdi nay ngd
1dm.

T6i voi quay lai, ngac nhién khi thdy Thu Hién dang ding
bén t6i cudi tim tim:

— Ua, Hién & day a? bang lam gi ma “bi mat” qud ne?

— Hihihi. Anhra day chi dzay?

Ohh! Anh ra tim vai cudn tape Gidng Sinh d€ nghe cho

dd nhd.
Thu Hién véo vai toi mdt cdi, miéng chu lén:
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— Nhé ai dy? Anh xau lim, gidu Hién hoai a nha!

— Ohh! Nhé qué huong d6. C6 dzady ma ciing hdi, vo duyén
chua kia!

— Xi, nhd qué huong ma sao mua c4 18 nhac vay?

— A... a... thi anh mudn 6n lai chit ky niém ma hdi d6 anh
cling “nang” cla anh qui trudc hang déd dé.

Hién nhin t6i cudi:

— Cha cha... ghé qua ha! Rui ngudi d6 dau rui?

— Thi... thi “chong theo di” rui d6.

Hién tron mit nhin t6i khong hiu:

— La sao?

— La di theo chong rui d6.

T6i nheo mit choc Hién.

— A...ma c6 gi cho anh coi d6?

Thu Hién kéo tay tdi ra sau gian phong sdch bdo va bing
nhac clia chi Thing. T6i va Hién len qua hang lang nhé dé€ vao
cin phong khd rong dugc trang di€ém mot mau rat diu mit. Hai
géc clia cin phong trung bay nhitng td ki€ng ding. Thu Hién
mim cudi hoi toi:

— Anh bié€t ndi nay chi?

T6i gat gu cung nang:

— Thua ngudi dep, anh bi€t. La mdt nha may Viét Nam c6
ti€ng trong thanh phd ta.

— Vay anh s& dugc thi'y phuc ma Hién sé& mic trong budi gi6i
thi¢u chuong trinh Van Nghé do Poan Thanh Nién ta thyc hi€n trong
ngay Gidng Sinh nay. By gid thi anh nhim miit lai di?

— R&i d6! Bdo ddm khong hi ti nao!

Thu Hién voi uém chi€c dim mau thién thanh v6i nhitng vién
mau hdng nhat that tuong phan vé6i lan da tring cda nang. Hién
cudi khich khich roi ra 1énh:

— Rdi anh mé& mit ra di! Anh thdy sao?

— Wow... wow, dep 1dm! Trong ct y nhuw mot thién than vay.
Chic 1a trong ngay d6 nhiéu “chang” thich ¢6 MC con hon 1a ca
show dién nita d6. Xoay mot vong cho anh coi thit di?

— Choc Hién hoai.
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Thu Hién nguyt toi mot cai.

— A, con c6 cdi nay nita ne, dem khoe anh d6.

— Ohh, gi nita day c6 bé! C6 bé hom nay “diu” dot xudt lam
anh b4t ngd dén thin ths do.

Thu Hién 6m ra mot x4p vdy mau hong nhat.

— C4inay la clia mdy nang thién than nhé ctia Thu Hién trong
vii khiic Hoan Ca Vang, mdt vii khic ma Thu Hién di ciing cdc bé
tap rong ra hon mot thang qua.

— Ohh! Thi ra anh hiéu rdi. Cadm on Hién nhiéu 1dm. Anh biét
Hién hy sinh cong lao rat nhiéu c6 ¥ tuwdng phuc vu, ciing vi 1y
tudng chung cla ching ta thoi.

Thu Hién mim cudi khong néi gi. Téi nhu da doc dudc niém
vui trong 10ng nang. Chic c6 1& Thu Hién vui 1im, khi bi€t ti€t muc
d6 nang diéu khién s& dugc chon 12 man mé& dau cho chuong trinh
dién. T6i nhin khuén mit tuoi sdng tw hio vé mot niém tin ndi chinh
cong viéc ma nang dang xay dip. Toi chgp mim cudi sung suéng
nhu tu hao vé& chinh bin than minh.

— Chiéc bdc Sdu sé& vui 1dm khi dudc thudng thiic nhitng hoat
canh do bac dyng 1én.

— Hién ciing hy vong 1a viy. M4y ngay nay Hién thiy ba
Hién rat vui, nhung hoa 14n trong niém vui d6, 4nh mit clia 6ng
c6 mot gi d6 rat budn.

— Chic lai nh6é dén Khédnh thoi. Anh van hy vong 12 Khdnh sé&
vé sum hop cling gia ding vio mdt ngay gin day.

Hién nhin t6i khong néi, nhitng trong 4nh mit tron den ldy
clia Hién, toi tha'y loé Ién nhitng tia hy vong, mot niém tin vo bd
dang hun hut dang trao.

— Chiing ta ciing ¢6 mdt nién tin ma Hién!

T6i khong mudn nhic nhiéu dé€n Khanh vi s¢ Thu Hién budn,
nang dang can nhitng gy phit thodi mai dé tap trung va budi trinh
dién ngay mai. Mot dao dong du 1a rat nhd ciing c6 thé dnh hudng
t6i niém vui ma nang dang cé.

o0o

T6i dang thi€p di trong gidc ngli diy mong mi, thi chgt c6

ti€ng gd clia:
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— ... kok... kok...

Toi ué€ oai ditng day budc t6i vin nim cita.

— Hu... hu... anh dang lam gi d6?

— Ua Hién 2! Anh dang “mong mi”.

— Gdp anh ldc nao cling “mdng” vdi “mi”. Pung la ngudi
da... da...

— Pa... gi, néi coi?

— Thi da... hé d¢!

N6i xong Thu Hién nghiéng dau choc toi rdi tim tim cudi.

— Choc qué di, mai mot 14y chong réi anh tinh t6i. A.. ma
hom nay sao nhin Hién vui qud vay? Chic la budi dién t&i qua c6
“chang” nao xin chit ky rdi phdi khong?

— Xi... ai ma them Hién chd! Anh Th4i biét gi khong? Hién
qua day dé bdo cho anh mdt tin mirng d6 va mong mudn anh chia
xé niém vui d6 cting Hién.

— Ua tin mirng gi vy Hién?

— Anh nghe cho k§ né, anh Khdnh vé r6i.

— Khdnh vé r6f Khi ndo vay?

— Diing ngay t6i vong Gidng Sinh, khi Hién vira bu6c vao nha
sau budi dién. Hién mitng qui 6m cham 14y anh Khanh, anh 4y mit
ciing rung 1& va ngen ngio vi nhé ba Hién va Hién d6 anh.

— Ohh! Vay Hién ngbi choi dgi anh ti nha. Anh qua ngay d6.

— Da! Hién ddgi anh.

T6i cing Thu Hién budc vao nha thi thdy 6ng Sdu guong
mit that hén hd.

— Chao ciu Théi. Thing Khanh né vé rdi ciu a.

— Chao Bdc. Mg qud bac ha!

— T6i mong né tirng ngay ciu a! T6i khong tin 12 mdt thiing bé
ngoan hién nhu né ma c6 thé hu hdng dugc.

— Vang, chdu cling cung c6 nhitng suy nghi nhu bdc, chdu
van hy vong 1a Khdnh sé& trd v&é mot ngay gan day nhit, vd hom
nay niém tin clia chdu va bdc da bay cao d€ trd thanh sy that.
M2 Khanh dau rdi bac?

— N6 dudi nha sau céu a.

Thu Hién thém vao:
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— Anh Khédnh nhin vin “phong d6” nhu ngdy nao ma hinh nhu
tuéng ta c6 phin ling ti nita d6 anh.

Tbi voi bat cudi vé nhitng suy nghi ma & nhitng diéu kién khéc
nhau cudc s6ng c6 thé 1am thay d6i thyc thé con ngudi. Piéu dé
that hién nhién! Thay t6i bat cudi vu vd, Thu Hién ciing cudi theo
nhu ¢6 cling mdt cAm nghi, mot cdm nghi ma chiing t6i chi hiu
dudc bing nhitng cdm nhan tr nhitng sy kién da xdy ra va da dugc
tich tu trong tiém thic.

.... Cau chuyén gitta t6i, Thu Hién va dng Sdu chgt cit ngang
bdi mot khic nhac du duong cia tié€ng kén Saxophone tr dau dé
vang 1én. Ti€ng kén nhu mot tin mitng trong ngay gidng the. Toi
giat minh tinh gidc, mot gidc ngd diy nhitng mong mi nhu chinh
trong thAm tAm t6i, mdt gidc mdng dang tung bay theo nhitng mo
w6c nhé clia con tim minh. T6i choang day di tdi bén ctta s6 mong
dugc chiém ngudng nhitng vi sao con x6t lai khi budi binh binh
dang Am thAm x6a di nhitng vét long lanh trong mot dém sang tod.
Trdi vin mdJ t6i, nhitng con gié nhu vo tinh van thSi nhitng lan
hdi lanh gid hod cling man tuyét tring phii diy nhitng cinh vat
chung quanh. Téi khé dua tay md cdnh clia s6 nhd bé nhu dang
hé md tim hon ctia minh d€ tan hudng huong vi lanh budt gid
tir khong gian mang lai.

Mot vai con chim di in dém diu dic goi nhau trd vé 8 am.
Phia chan tr&i xa thdm, t6i bit gip nhitng vét hitng sdng nhd, nhu
dang dan lan rong trén bau trdi xanh den bdo hiéu cho mot ngay
mdi. Trong virng sdng d6 t6i nhu thi'y d6i mit cda 6ng Sdu, ctia Thu
Hién dang cling lan tda nhiing tia hy vong tran ddy khat khao, tia
hy vong vé ngay trd lai ciia Khanh, vé cudc ddi méi. Vang! Ving
chan trdi d6 con 1a hinh béng ctia qué hudng t6i, cia ngudi than
toi, cia cdc ban toi, cia ddng bao tdi, va ban than toi. TAt ca cling
¢6 mot niém hy vong, mot nién mo udc to 16n va duy nhit 1a ngay
hoa binh trd vé trén dat me. T6i mong ngay tr§ vé clia chinh bin
than toi, clia ban be tdi, va tat cd moi dong huong, nhitng con chim
tha phuong dang ciing nhau vung ddi canh nhd d€ giit virng va phat
trién nhitng nét wvu my vin héa clia giong noi, nhu mot kho tang qui
gid cda dan tdc. Bdng dung nuc mit toi trdo ra, mot xiic cdm dang
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cao tif coi 1ong nhu mdt ngudn vui to 16n that khé td, mot niém tin
bao la. T6i nhim mit d€ tin hudng hét niém vui cho tron ven, dau
d6 ving ving bén tai toi bdn nhac mang Am hudng thdnh ca nhu
dang chia x&, vd nhin nhd véi chinh cdi 1ong 6.

... Tim m¢t con duong

Tim mét 167 di

Ngay qua ngay

Poi nhiéu vin nghi

Lac lodi niém tin, séng khong ngay mai

Séng khong quen ai cén ai....

... Ddu nhu t6i phdi di qua vic séu t6i

16i sé khéng so hdi gi vi ngai & gdn bén téi mdi...

Va con tim da vui tré lai

Tinh yéu dén cho t6i ngay mai

Tinh yéu chiéu dnh sdng vao doi...

Cho nguoi cing niém tin. O

Mua Gidng Sinh 97
DuyCuong
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RUNG THU

Lam Thanh Pat

oi ling nghe ti€ng budc chan tdi trén con dudng ring

ving ling. Mua thu xd My dep tuyét. Thay cho nhiing

bong hoa tuci thim ctia mia xudn I1a nhitng cdi cdy mudn
mau sic va nhitng chi€c 14 vang, tim, dé, xanh v6 cling ngoan muc.
Nang vén thong thd budc di bén canh tdi. T6i bdng thdy thuong cho
nhitng chi€c 14 kho bi t6i dAm nat, nhung to6i thém nghe ti€ng chan
minh dap v& vun nhitng chi€c 14 mua thu khd héo. TAm hdn con
ngudi k¥ la thit, vira nhan t, vira tan bao. Tdi thd ra ngdm ngii,
thuong cho nhitng chiéc 14 lia canh.

— Anh dang budn a?

— Khong, anh chi thdy minh chua hiéu ndi chinh minh!

— Em ciing thdy vay.

— Sao dao nay anh khong lam thd nita?

— Vi anh chgt ddnh mat cAm hitng & mot noi nao d6 rdi!

C6 mot con gid lac rdi vao nhitng cdi cdy lam xao xac nhitng
chi€c 14. T6i quay lai nhin nang. M4i téc den huyén nhe bay trong
gi6 gitta nhitng chi€c 14 vang cda riing thu trong dep la. Biét toi
dang nhin, nang cd tinh khdng quay lai.

— Em nghe ndi thi s 1a nhitng con ngudi gia tao.

Tb6i im ling khong trd 15i. Mot chi€c 14 vira lia canh xoay tron
trong khong gian rdi rdi nhe xudng chan tdi. Toi 14y chan di 1&én
chi€c 14 kho. Ti€ng v3 vun clia 14 nghe budn chi la.
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— Em nghe ndi thi si it khi ndo thanh that v6i 1ong minh 1dm.
— Nang néi bang qud.

— Thé em c6 tin khong? — Tdi nhin nang.

— Em ciing khong biét!

— Em cho anh la thi si?

— Em nghi vay.

— Anh khong ddm nhin hai ti€ng “thi s” dau. Chi ¢6 mot
s0 rat it ngudi ddng dudc vinh danh thi si. S& ngudi con lai chi
lam dung danh tir d6 thoi.

— Nhung anh biét lam tho?

— Chi vi anh mo mdng th€ thdi, va tho chi 1a phuong tién
dé anh dién td tAm trang minh. Anh chua c6 mdu nghién lam tho
nhu nhitng thi s7 that sy.

— Anh nghi sao vé cAu hdi clia em ban niy?

— Thd d6i véi anh 1a nhitng cdm xiic duge ghi chép vao gidy.
Anh chua bao gid va c6 1& s& khong bao gid c6 thé 1am thd mot
cdch mién cudng dudc nhu... 6ng TS Hitu.

—- Anh ¢6 vé mia mai.

—- Sy that ndo ciing mia mai cd em a. Thd c6 thé 12 md uéc,
c6 thé 1a guong soi cho mot sy that nao d6 va thi si phdi 1a mot con
ngudi di that gin vdi cudc ddi, nhin nhitng khia canh cia cudc song
va ¢8 tao cho minh mot udc md, di ngudce lai nhitng phii phang clia
x4 hoi. Nhung thi s khong phai 1a ké tron chay sy that, do d6 da s&
nha tho déu budn. Con dng T8 Hitu thi hodc 1a 6ng ta bi nhét trong
mot cin phong tuyét vdi ddy hoa 14 ctia Pdng va tudng tugng ra
mot thé gidi bén ngodi y hét nhu cin phong diy hoa 14 d6. Hoidc 1a
ong ta bi€t sy that bén ngoai nhung khdng mudn tin d6 12 sy that.
Do d6 6ng ta phai tao cho minh mot thé gidi hoan toan do twdng,
noi chi ¢6 hanh phiic va sy nhin di cia Pang.

— Thé& 6ng ta khong 1a thi si sao?

—- H&t rdi, vi 6ng ta quén ring thi si 12 mot danh tir hién
thyc ma tdm hon ciia 6ng ta da khong con hién thyc nita. Ong
ta nhim mit lai, hoic bit mit di nhu nhitng con ngua kéo xe dé
di nhv mo6t con ngudi mong du va quén cd cudc ddi that sy, cd
xa hoi bén ngoai.
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— Em thdy thuong hai dng ta qua!

— Em nén thdy thuong hai cho nhitng ngudsi nhu Dinh Hiing, HS
Dzé&nh, Han Mic T vi danh ti¥ thi si cda ho da bi lam dung.

— Anh khit khe qud.

T6i im 1ing khong trd 16i. Ti€ng nhitng chi€c 14 khd v& vun vin
am vang déu déu du6i budc chan. Poi lic ngudi ta khong tranh dugc
su nghiét ngd cla cudc ddi 14 a!. Mot dong nude nhd hién ra trude
mit. Mot ciy cAu gb bic ngang dong nudc.

—- Trong ciy cau c6 vé 1& loi anh nhi?

—- Khong dau, vi cau con ¢6 dong nude d€ 1am ban.

—- Anh lai tho thdn nita rdi, em mdi chin qu4...

—- Chiing minh lai bai ¢ kia mot ti di.

— Chd nay c6 nidng né anh.

—U.

Tbi cdi 40 khodc 16t cho nang ngdi. Toi chgt nhd bai Ti€ng Thu
ctia Luu Trong Lu: “... con nai vang ngo ngdc, dap 1én 14 vang kho...”
T6i ngude mit nhin khodng trdi xanh trén cao. Trdi thit 12 xanh néu
ta chi nhin qua khodng tréng nhd ay. Con nai vang trong hon nang
chic hay con ngo ngédc khi nghe ti€ng 14 vang xdo xac dudi budc
chén non. Tdi thd ra mot hai that dai rdi hit vao thit manh manh trdi
xanh nhé bé trén diu. Nang nhin tdi cudi nhe.

—- Thom qud anh nhi?

— U thom that. Thom mui téc em.

Nang nhin t6i cudi that tuoi.

— Em chua goi dau c4 nim rdi.

—- Thao nao mii thom that thuin tdy nhu....

—- Nhu gi?

— Nudc mdm qué huong.

—- VO duyén!

Nang nhd nim cd vat 1én ngudi t6i. Toi ngd ngudi ra phia sau
tranh nhitng cong ¢é. C6 ti€ng chin dim Ién trén 14 vang. Mot
cidp tinh nhan di ngang qua chd chdng t6i. Ho nhin hai dita chiao
that lich sy. Tdi cudi ddp I€.

— A! Rirng thu va tinh nhan. Trdi chiéu nay ém 4i la.

—- Em c¢6 liic nao thich 6 mai khong?
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—— C6 chu, ldc em con bé.

—- Em thich doc truyén Duyén Anh khéng?

—- “Lita tudi thich 6 mai”. — Nang cudi qua 4nh mit.

—- Em c6 yéu thi si khong?

—- C6 chu.

—- Ong nao?

—- Em khong nhd tén vi 6ng ta khong nhan minh 1a thi si.

—- Em 1ém qu4!

T6i cudi nhin nang. Ma thu dep ruc 18 khi ngudi ta bi€t
minh dugc yéu. Tinh yéu ludn 1a dé tai cho nhitng vin va thi
si. Toi chua bao gid thit tim dinh nghia cho tinh yéu. Né&u c6 ai
hdi t6i ldc nay thi t6i sé bdo: “Tinh yéu 1a ti€ng tim dip ron
rd gifta riing thu.”

—- Anh ¢6 thich céi luvong khong?

—- boi luc.

—- Ong Duyén Anh hay ché cdc dao kép cdi luong 15m,
céc kich si nira.

— Vi vin si khong ndi ti€ng bing dao kép va it ngudi bict
dén.

— Thé 6ng ta ganh ti a?

—- C6 1& thé! Ong ta bio nghé si l1a ré tién, chi cdn khéc
cho hay 1a ndi ti€ng.

— Nhu th€ anh khong nghi nhu dng ta?

—- Khong. Theo anh, mudn khéc dudc thi phai dit ca tAm hon
minh vdo mdt hoan cdnh ddng thuong nao d6 ciing nhw mudn lam
tho phdi c6 mot rung dong that sy. Hai viéc d6 tuy khdc nhau vé
hinh thitc nhung ban chit khong c6 gi khdc nhau. Mudn ca hay phéi
luyén giong, mudn viét hay phdi bt dau tir viét dé, tat cd déu c6
s kh6 nhoc clia riéng né. Ngudi nghé si ndi ti€ng hon nha vin,
nha tho 1a nhd c¢é Tivi, Radé va am nhac. Nhitng thd d6 ludn luén
dé thudng thic hon tho va vin chuong, va vi ngudi Viét nao ciing
nghe va hiéu ti€ng Viét cd nhung khong phai ai ciing bi€t doc va
thudng thitc vin chuong.

— Em thi nghi khdc. Em nghi 4m nhac dé di vao long ngudi
hon ciing nhu thd d& 1am ngudi ta nhé hon vi chiing ngén gon va ¢6
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am diéu. Ngudi ta c6 thé vira 1am viéc vira nghe nhac hay ngdm thg
nhung ching ai ¢6 thé vira lam viéc vira doc cd. Hon nita ching c6
ai mang sdch ra doc trén Radio hay Tivi, n€u c6 cling ¢6 khdi ngudi
bi€t d&€n cdc nha vin. Anh nghi c6 ding khong?

— Em Iy luan hgp 1& Iim.

—- C6 mdt diéu em thic mic 12 tai sao Am nhac Viét Nam
dugc goi la ngii cung?

—- C6 I8 tai cay dan vong cd chi c6 nim diy. — T6i cudi
xo0a.

Nang ciing cudi theo. Nu cudi hon nhién va nhe nhang nhu
cdi ning mia thu. Thi gian nhu chgt ngitng lai noi ching tdi ngdi.
Mua thu nhu ding lai trén téc nang, nhu tim t6i ngung dap trén doi
mdi nang xinh xdn. T6i v6i qua nim tay nang nhu s¢g mia thu clia
toi s& bay di noi nao khéc.

— Em hét mdi chin r6i. Anh ¢6 mudn qua ciu khdng?

—- Anh hét mudn qua ciu rdi.

—- Sao th€ anh?

— Vi anh thiy n6 giong cau Mo ctia 6ng Duyén Anh qua. V4
lai chua chic bén kia da dep nhu bén nay.

—- Anh lai mo mong rdi.

— N&u khong anh dau c6 1a “thi si”.

That t6i nghiép cho thi si Hoai cia 6ng Duyén Anh qud, chang
ta ctf di 14n quin bén nay déc md ma trong qua bén kia. Con toi, toi
khong cin qua ciing bi€t bén kia d6c mo khong dep bing bén nay vi
& day c¢6 mua thu, c6 con dudng mon, didu chian cla t6i va nang, c6
ti€ng 14 thu vd vun dudi tiing bu6e chan chiing toi.

—- Gid ma chiing minh con § Viét Nam em nhi?

Nang nhin t0i ngo ngdc. Mot chi€c 14 vang rdi nhe trén t6¢
nang. Tdi van giit dugc mia thu cla tdi trong tay. Toi xi€t chit tay
nang. Nang nhin t6i, d6i mit m& I6n trong nhu khodng trdi xanh trén
diu. To6i khong con nghe ti€ng 14 roi nita. O
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TU EM, GIAI PIEU POI THAY

Hoang Vi Kha

6i vAn khong bao gid ngd nang sé xuat hién. Mot 1an, da
I rit1au, ning g&i cho t6i mot bife thu ngin.

“Chao anh,

Rdt thich nhitng bai viét ciia anh. Mong dugc tiép tuc thudng
thiic.

Mot doc gid di mo”

Thu mau xanh nhat, thoang thodng mui tram. Nét chit nghiéng
nghiéng, déu din. Thu viét khong ky tén. CAu viét khong chi tir.
Bia thu khong dia chi. Dudng nhu ning mudn tao sy chi y tir tdi.
Qua that, tdi ¢6 td md. Nhung rdi toi lai bé quén nang 14n 19n giita
mudn trung nhdn vat cé thuc va khong thuc trong ddi toi, trong
truyén tdi. C¢ thé, dudng nhu 13 hang thang, t6i déu nhin dugc
nhitng 14 thu twong tu tif nang. Khi 4y, ning vin gidu tén. To6i ciing
khong budn hdi 4m hay hdi dén. Toi x&p tit cd thu nang gdi vao
mdt chi€c hop nhd chung vdi nhitng 14 thu khdc clia cdc ddc gid. Roi
nang im bit khi ma chd nhanthu ctia nang da trd thanh théi quen
clia toi. Hai thdng tréiqua, khong thu nang, tdi cdm thay tréng ving
la lung. To6i hut hdng khi muén tim nang. Cdm gidc mat mat gim
nhim tAm tu td6i man dai. Trd choi nang bay ra ban diu, tdi ngd
chirng gat bd sang bén, nhung sau ciing, tdi lai vo tinh can du. Nang
da thing. To6i thua. T6i thua vi toi biét trong t6i khdng chi 13 sy to
mod don gidn ma con 13 sy trong doi thit tha. Cho dén khi toi ngd
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chirng da quén thi thu nang lai bat ngd xuat hién.

“Nghe néi mia thu bén d6 dep. S& sang thim thanh phd ay!”
Chi c6 thé€. Chi c6 mot cAu ngidn ngdi sau gan nita nim im bit. Nang
doc 4c. Pon tra tin clda trd choi 1ap liing xi€t hon toi v6i nhitng vét
roi da diét tic tudi, odn trach nhung theém thudng. Khi 4y, trong toi
12 hdn don. Ty 4i clia toi bi nang thing tay cha xat. Mong mudn clia
t6i bi nang khai ddy, con cdo. Xung dot trong tdi kéo dai cling su
ling im tir nang, day vo toi tirng dém triin troc. Khdng lau sau, nang
lai g&i cho t6i mdt bidc thu nhd cho biét ngay gid sé& t§i thanh phd
nay. Thu khong nhic chi d&€n viéc mudn gip t6i. Nhung thé da da.
Thé& da cho t6i bi€t nang cao ngao ra sao.

Tb6i nhin ddng hd. Pid qua mudi lim phit. Noi cdnh cong Ay
chi con lai c6 mot ngudi con gdi. Tdi bi€t chic d6 1a nang. Khodng
cdch khong xa. Tdi c6 thé nhin rd véc ddng nhé bé, thanh tao clia
nang. Toi chim rdi th3 titng budc vé phia Ay. Thodng ti hdi hop, toi
khé& diing hiing. Nang xoay lai. That khong khdc véi nhitng gi ma t6i
mudng tugng vé nang. Ngoai véc dang 4y va mot sudi téc den mugt,
diu dang chdm ngang lung, nang con c6 mdt ddi mit sing, dai va
sau. D6i mit dep. P6i mit clia thong minh, cda th€ gidi vin chuong
phong phi. Nang nhoén miéng cudi ciing ciu hdi ngin:

— Anh Chuong?

Toi gat dau.

— Nguyét.

— Han hanh. — Tai bdt 1dy ban tay nhd bé clia Nguyét.
— Han hanh gdp anh.

Giong nang ngan lén. Tht 4m thanh trong veo tan vao gié tya
nhu ti€ng thly tinh va vao nhau. N&€u nhu gié khdng dén c6 1& t6i
s& kh6 ma nghe dugc giong néi Ay. Va néu nhu gié khong dén, 6i
da khong ngtri duge mui huong nhé nhe toét ra tit véc ding d6. Toi
mim cudi thay 15i chao Nguyét. Gié lai ua dén. M4i téc
clia nang ldoa xda phl trude trdn. Ny cudi thodng hién. P6i ham
ngoc tring. To6i chgt lién tudng dé€n mdt budi chiéu tai mot viing
bién ving c6 tia ning soi qua khe 14 clia nhitng ring dira cong
odn. Guong mit vd nu moi nhu ning. Téc nhu dong 14 i, thoang
thodng &n hién sau d6 12 vé dep. Pon sd nhung quyén rii. Hién
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lanh nhung ggi cam.

— Nghe vé anh di lau, nay mdi dugc gip g&. Nguyét rat vui

— T khi ndo Nguy@t biét vé t6i?

— Da, tir bai vi€t dau tién ctia anh ma Nguyét doc dudgc.

— Bainao vay?

— Tango Tim.

Troi vin 10ng gié. S¢i téc mong manh vuong trong ham ngoc
tring. Chi€c mdi phon phét mau son hong dim w6t ngdm lai. Sgi
téc chic dang rén xi€t con dau. Con dau birng 1&€n clung lic vé6i
ndi khodi cdm ray rt.

— Anh tré hon Nguyét nghi nhiéu!

— Tréi tim thi da gia d6 Nguyét.

Nang cudi nhe rdi ling im. Con d6c nhé ciing ling im nim
dén budc chan ngudi. Trdi mia thu. Xdc 14 phdi ddy trén dinh doc.
Quanh gdc ciy Dogwood, 14 mau dd, cd xanh mudt. Nang bé nhd
v6i d6i hai mau tring. Toi di cham lai phia sau d€ thu vao tAm mit
hinh thdi, dudng nét va mau sic. Su ndi bat clia mau tring 6m 1ay
ddiban chan nhd, ti€p noi tif phan thit da phét hong qua 16pvd dudi
chi€c vdy ngin, di dong trong nhitng nét cong mém mai, khoi day
ndi bdi hdi khé dinh nghia.

Bing qua con ddc, t6i dua nang vao mdt quan dn nhd. Qudn
khong dong khdch. T6i va nang ngdi khuit sau mot chau thdy
tric.

— Nguyét bi€t chic chin anh s& dén.

T6i mim cudi. Nang 6iép:

— Va anh dén da 1au?

— Sao Nguyét bi&t?

— DPon gidn, vi chi c6 thé anh méi d&é dang bi€t Nguyét Ia ai!

Nang qua nhién thong minh. T6i mim cudi cdm nhin ndi thd vi
vé€ nang dang dang 1én trong 1ong. Hai ly nu6c cam vang 6ng vira
dugc mang ra. T6i nang ly:

— Mirng Nguyét dén thanh phd suong ml.

Nang cudi duyén didng. Chat nudc vang 6ng len qua k& moi
ph6t hdong. B& moi mong uét. B mdi chgt giong Lan dan di, khéu
gdi, hodc nhu Nga néng bdng, cing diy trong mot 1an nao d6 toi
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bit gidp tr ngdi bit cda chinh minh.

— Sao anh tin Nguyét s& dén?

— Nguyét 12 ngudi khong néi dua! To6i doc dudge diéu Ay qua
nhitng bic thu ciia Nguyét.

Nang khong cti dau l4nh né cdi nhin tir t6i. Dudi nhitng sgi téc
budng tha ty nhién, d6i mit nang long lanh dep.

— Nguyét... can ddm 1dm. — T6i thot 1én.

— Chi vi Nguyét tin anh.

— Céam on Nguyét.

Thitc in don ra. Budi dn that ngon miéng. Chic chin vi sy hién
hitu clia nang. Tdi dua nang vé khdch san. Tinh ¢ toi gip Trong
va Dung. Thi ra ning quen bi€t véi Dung. C4 hai tiu tit trd chuyén.
Lic nay, toi trong nang vui nhon, hdn nhién khé ta. Trong va Dung
dy dinh di vii trudng 81 nay. Nang nhanh nhen nhin 18i mdi tif ho.
T6i di nhién khong tir chdi. Trong va Dung tlr biét chiing toi. Lic
4y, nang méi mim cudi hém hinh:

— Dung 12 ¢o hdi cho Nguyét t6i thanh phd nay. Khi ndy né
trach Nguyét tai sao khong goi cho né.

— T6i Dung.

— Khong phdi! Nguyét ¢é néi véi Dung s€ c¢6 ngudi dén
Nguyét.

— Nguyét trd 15i vi ¢6 t6i?

Nang Iudm t6i tinh nghich:

— Sai! Tai vi Nguyé&t mudn phiéu luu.

Dén gid hen, t6i t6i dén Nguyét. Nang don sd trong chi€c 4o
dai da vii bing loai lua mém mau xanh 14 ciy nhat. Chi€c 40 hd
vai, phdi bay chi€c ¢8 dep va bd nguc tring. Toi chgt xao dong. Hét
nhu ndi xao dong cda Khiém khi bit gip thit da ctia Diém. Tdi budc
vao tiu thuyét. Toi héa thanh nhan vat clia chinh toi gdy dung,
trung thyc cling moi ring dong, cdm xic.

T6i séng bude bén nang. Noi ty hao cla tén dan 6ng dang
ddy khi quanh chidng t6i 12 nhitng cip mit thdn phuc va ganh ti.
Nang tudi mat. Nang khdc véi Nguyét qua giong vdn cda nhiing
14 thu ngidn budc rang nang vdéi hinh béng khudén phép cla mot
thi€u nif thdi ¢d hd.
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— Anh ngac nhién! — T6i thot 1én — Nguyét 1ong 14y trong
moi hinh hai!

— Anh thi chi da dang trong ngoi bit. — Nang tiép 13i tdi.

Chinh xdc. Téi ring dong. Hét nhu y&u huyét ctia minh da
bi diém tring. Chiing t6i ngdi vao ban cling v6i Trong va Dung.
Cau chuyén réom ra. Trong thinh thodng lai huych tay téi v6i nu
cudi tréu choc. Toi bdo:

— Nguyét chi 1a mot ddc gid cda tdi. Ngoai ra khdng con
gi khéc.

— C6 gi dau ma phdi mic c& che ddu. — Trong than tinh thi
tham: Lau nay, t6i va Dung vAn mong dng s6m c6 ngudi nang khiin
stta tdi d6 ma. Hudng chi, Nguyét trong rat khd.

Tdi cudi chua kip dap thi Nguyét xoay sang tdi reo 1én:

— Nguyét thich Tango!

Khi d6, ngoai san nhdy, moi ngudi dang diu nhau trong vi
khiic tango. Trong nhin di v6i 4nh mdt ham y khuyé&n khich. Toi
mim cudi ciing Nguyét:

— T6i mdi Nguyét diéu nay dugc cha?

Nang vui vé ung thuin. Chiing t6i budc ra san nhdy. Ban tay
t6i vung vé choang ngang lung ctia Nguyét. Pa 1au, toi da rdi xa vii
truong. Pa 1au, tdi khong quay cudng vdi Tango.

— Tango d& thuong. Anh nghi sao? — Nang ké tai toi hdi.

Mui nudc hoa tda ra. Ngdy ngit. Toi khép mit. Nhung bat chot
tit tiém thitc hinh 4nh 1d lugt kéo vé. Giong Tango quen thudc.
Gidng Tango trit tinh. Moi. M&t. Véc déng. Lan huong. Anh sing.
Am thanh. Tbi troi, hut hAng, cudn xody vao gidong tango, chim vio
viing thdi gian da khong con thyc. Kim. Tdi gap Kim gitta vung am
thanh va 4nh sdng, giifa tango va toi clia mot 1an yéu duong. Trai
tim t6i nhoi 1én. Nhip tim d4p nhanh khi trén man dnh ky tc, tdi va
Kim dang hién rd dan. Sai gon cudi nim. Nhitng béng dién nhiap
nhdy trén cay gidng sinh trong gian phong rdng. T61 6m Kim. Tdi
diu Kim trong tango. Dong huong dy Ién tir tiém thiic. Dong huong
huyén hoic. Thit da thom ngat. Moi hon. U6t 4t. Nong say. Ngay tit.
Con mua. Pam mé. Va Tango trong mdt chiéu thim tim c6 xuong
cAy trd trui trong vudn hoa da ving béng Kim.
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— Anh khong sao cht? — Nguyét lo au.

— Khong sao! c6 1€ vi ngdt ngat qud.

— Nguyét ciing thay th€. Minh di nha?

Tbi dong y. Chiing toi ditng ngang khi bai Tango con chua két
thic. T gid Trong va Dung, tdi toan dwa Nguyét trd lai khdch
san, nang da voi dé nghi:

— C6 noi ndo yén tinh d€ trd chuyén khong anh?

— C6, tdi dua Nguyét t6i Sudi Lé nhé.

— Sudi Lé ctia Tango Tim?

Toi gat dau. To6i ghé mua hai ly ca phé néng rdi dua Nguyét
t6i mot cong vién gin nha toi, ndi c6 mot dong sudi nhd ma toi
da dat tén “Sudi Le”.

Trdi vé dém se sé& lanh. T6i dua Nguyét chi€c 4o khodc clia
minh, rdi kéo nang tdi bing gh& canh gdc thong gia bén dong sudi.
R4&i rdc, nhitng ngon dén vang quanh céc 16i di udn cong hit xudéng
dong sudi nhd nhitng dém mau lung linh.

— Noi day that gidng vdi nhitng gi ma anh da ta trong Tango
Tim.

Nhap mdt ngum ca phé ding, t6i ti€p 15i Nguyét:

— Viné gin b6 véi t6i sudt bao nhiéu nim nay

— Cung v6i mot ngudi con gdi! — Nguyét thém vao.

Tbi im ling, chgt nghi d€n Kim. Nhiéu nim r6i, t6i vin khdng
sao quén dugc Kim. Tinh ddu manh liét qua. Nét cham tr§ ciia n6
trén trdi tim toi, di 12 mudi nim van chua phai nhoa.

— Nguyét tha'y hinh dnh clia ngudi con gdi d6 phdng phat nhiéu
trong cdc nhan vat cia anh. Mot c¢d gdi dep, hoan hdo moi mit.
D&i khé ¢6 ngudi nhu the.

MOdi ngudi mot nét. Trong con mit clia tinh yéu, d6i phuong
bao gid cling dep.

— Nhung trong Tango Tim... buén qu4.

Nguyét cudi nhe, roi im ling. Khong gian chi con Ia ti€ng nuéc
reo réc rach. Téi lai suy tu. Kim c6 thuc hoan hido v& moi mit
khong? C6 thé. Hay tu toi huyén hodc nén Kim. Mt Kim, t6i méi
gidc ngod ra tinh yéu va nhiéu diéu ma tdi con chwa 1am khi Kim con
bén to6i. Khong sai n€u nhu trong mot truyén ngin, tdi da mot 1an
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tu nguyén riia chinh minh qua mot nhan vat d&n tir chinh t6i. Mang
tdm trang cda mot ké dn nin, hoi ti€c, t6i da dit Kim 1&én khung
cling cudc tinh cia toi. Toi théu dét cho qud khit. Toi v€ cho Kim
nhitng nét co d& cho Kim trd thainh mot khuén mau ly tudng. Nhu
dé bu dip. Nhu d€ i an. Nhung roi tir d6, toi song trong quéd khi
hu 4o, ngup lin trong mé mong mi “tuyét d6i” ma vudt ve hién tai.
C6 thé qud khit khong hoan toan dep nhu t6i viét. C6 thé, néu Kim
con hién hitu, Kim cling nhu bao ngudi con gdi khdc. Phéi, t6i da
dan dung nén mot qua khit kiéu sa va Kim qud hoan hdo dé bién
hd cho nhitng chdi bd, kén chon, khinh khi & hién tai. Sy hién dién
clia Nguyét va khiic tango khi ndy bdng chdc cho t6i nhin rd cdi 1y
do t6i ludn ¢6 doc. Chi vi t6i budc hién tai vao mdt qud khir dugc
dan dung siéu thuc cho nén t6i di khéng thé chap nhin moi
diéu quanh toi.

— Anh la k& da tinh... nhung chung tinh. Tuy th&, Nguyét cdm
tha'y nhu mot huyén thoai.

Giong n6i Nguyét nhe tan vao gié dém, nhung t6i lai ngd ngang,
xao dong. Nguyét ding. Toi khong yéu Kim nhiéu nhu téi yéu hinh
béng ma t6i da dung ra cho Kim. Chinh cdi hinh béng d6, 1au dan, da
khién cho t6i tin tudng & ddi, ngoai Kim ra, khong con mot ngudi thit
hai. T6i chung tinh v6i khuén mau clia t6i chit khong véi Kim. Nghi
dén do, toi bat cudi thanh tiéng. Nguyét ngac nhién:

— Anh cudi gi?

— Chinh t6i! T6i cudi chinh cd nhén t6i. T6i cudi cho su bay
v& mot th€ gidi do tudng d€ rdi toi trd thainh mot sinh vat duy
nh4t trong thé gidi d6.

— Nguyét khong hiéu!

— Mot ngay Nguyét sé hiéu.

Nang im ling gat ddu. Toi xoay di, 14nh né d6i mit dang nhin
t0i that khdc. TAm trang tdi bang khuang. Gin di€u thudc 1én mdi,
t6i yén ling trim tu theo titng s¢i khéi. Giai diéu Tango chgt kéo
v&. Poi mit phang phat khéi suong clia Kim, ctia Nguyét. Sau mot
thodng im ldng, Nguyét nobi:

— C6 1& t61 mai Dung s& dwa Nguyét di tham quan mot casino.
Sau d6, chic 1a Nguyét vé nha Dung cho dén khi rdi khdi day.
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Dén phién toi im ling. Giong Nguyét vin déu din:

— A, Dung ciing cho Nguyét biét, Dung c¢6 gip lai Hoang
va ngdy mot Hoang sé t6i gip Nguyét. Hoang 12 mot ban hoc
ngdy xua cia Nguyét.

Trong t6i, tw dung diy 1én tdm trang bt 6n. Linh cdm cho toi
thay sy hién dién ctia Hoang khong 1a diéu may min.

— Khong biét trong vai ngay nita Nguyét con gip anh khong.
Thoi thi sin diy, mot 1an nita, Nguyét chian thanh bay té 1ong nguéng
mo clia minh, va cau mong anh ludn hanh phic.

To6i khong hoan toan ling nghe 15i nang dang néi. Toibat
diu nhin ra cdm gidc quen thudc. Cadm gidc da mot 1an dén trong
161, khi t6i mat Kim.

— Anh c6 chuyén chi a? — Giong Nguyét c6 vé lo au.

Tbi chan chir v6i rdi rim trong 1ong.

— N6i di anh. Nguyét s& nghe. — Nang khuyén khich.

— T6i chdt nhé ra t6i mai c6 dai nhac hoi! — Toi mé 18i.

— Dal!

— To6i con mot mén ngd véi Nguyét.

— Ng chi?

— M4t bai Tango! Mong Nguyét cho phép téi dugc hoan
tat vl khic d6.

Nang im ldng. Giong t6i xic dong.

— Tango d& thuong. T6i khong mudn Tango mau Tim budn.
Nguyét gidp toi!

Nang van khong 1én ti€ng. Toi thanh khin:

— Tbi nghi ra r6i Nguyét a! Chi c6 Nguyét mdi gitip tdi c6 mot
Tango dé thuong. Xin dirng tir choi.

— Em khong tir chdi.... — Giong Nguyét run run. Ti€ng xung
“em” bat ngd lam long t6i v trao.

— Cédm on Nguyét. — To6i cdm dn em.

T6i nim ban tay nang. Nguyét d€ yén, ddng tinh. Tri mua
thu lanh, nhung trong d6i ban tay ching t6i, hoi 4m hét nhu
huyén thoai. Téi bi€t ring, hanh phiic hay hoan m§ déu phdi
bit dau tir day. O
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NGUOC CHIEU GIO CUON

Bui Thanh Liém

0i la dda con gdi dt, dudc sinh ra trong mot gia dinh bao

gdm toan 1a con gdi. H6i xua, chi vi muén cé duge mot

hoang tit d€ ndi doi tong dudng nén me toi phai rdng
nin mai, nhung rdi 1an lugt hét nang cong chia nay dén nang cong
chiia khéc thay phién nhau ra doi. Cho dén nang thi nim, 12 t6i, thi
me 0i quy€t dinh ngung dé.

Chi em chiing ti sinh cdch nhau hai nim déu, dugc dit cho
nhitng cdi tén mém mai, éo 13, theo thit tu tr trén xudng dudi 1a:
Hién, Thuc, Dung, Hanh, va Nhu. O nha, bd me vin yéu kiéu goi
tui toi la “Ngii Long Cong Chuia”, nhung ra ngoai dudng lai nghe
thién ha goi chi em t6i 12 “Ngi Quy”. SG di ho goi nhu vay bdi vi
mAay ba chi clia toi ndi ti€ng phd phach c6 ti€ng & khu Xém Vuon,
Viing Tau. Dan trong xém ho khdo véi nhau ring: “Nhit quy, nhi
ma, thit ba 1a chi em nha tui n6!”

Trudc tién 12 ba chi ca cla toi. Pdng 1y ra bd dong vai trd ganh
mili chju sao, bd phdi lam guong cho ddm dan em “héu sinh kha dy”
nay. A, ma that ra thi bd ciing c6 néu guong cho tui tdi, nhung ma
1a guong xau! Ba chi cla t6i phd c6 tiéng § trudng trung hoc Pinh
Tién Hoang. Noi cdi vu bd bd 1én tudt cdi trudng trung hoc déo
heo hit gié, nim ngay trén viing cit dong gan Baii Sau nay ciing
12 mot chuyén ddng néi rdi. Cdi thi xa Viing Tau ndy bé xiu ma
c6 dén nhitng nim trudng trung hoc. Thit nhat la trudng trung hoc
cong 1ap Viing Tau, sau d6 1a cong 1ap Tran Nguyén Han, rdi dé€n
ban-cong-1ap Ly Thudng Kiét (ma chi em tui t6i goi la Ly ong ke
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Vi gido su & day chiin in c6 ti€ng), rdi d&n trung hoc tu thuc Thanh
Giu-Se 1a trudng dao, va cudi cling méi dén trudng trung hoc tu thuc
binh Tién Hoang. Ly do tai sao ba chi cd cda tdi chon trudng Pinh
Tién Hoang rat dé gidi thich; that ra b chd c6 su chon lya, chi vi &
cap ti€u hoc b ham choi qua nén thi rét dé that, gid chi con nude
bit 6ng ba gia bé tién ra cho di hoc trudng tu. ThAm chi may trudng
tu thuc ndy con “ché”, khong ddm nhin. Cudi cing bd dudc Pinh
Tién Hoang “vét”. Sau nay t6i méi biét 1a 6ng hiéu trudng trudng
Dinh Tién Hoang 12 ban than véi bo t0i.

Su kién ba chi clia toi ddi 1én Pinh Tién Hoang di trd thanh
mot con dc mong cho cdc gido su & day. Chi can 1én 16p chitng mot
tuan 1€ 1a chi dugc ddm con gdi & Dinh Tién Hoang phii ton siing
hang su t6 v& dn hang trong 16p, cip cua, gian 1an va in hi€p gido
su. May ong thay ba c¢d nhiéu phen bi lanh nguyén mot ghé mit
meo 1&én mong trong 16p clia ba chi t6i. Ho biét rd thi pham 12 ai
nhung khong c6 bing chitng. Tra hdi cdich mdy ddm nif sinh trong
16p ciing khong chiu hé méi. Tui nd sg bi ba chi cda toi “trd thu”.
C6 mdy anh gido su tré mdi ra Su Pham, thdy ba chi cda t6i
nhan sic min ma, chua kip d€ y thi bi bd “dé” tua 1én. C6 mot
anh dugc ba hen di udng nudc, ti thng budc theo ngudi dep vao
trong quin céc. P&n ndi thi thd'y mdt by con gdi ban clia ba chd
s&n & d6. Toi cho anh chang vira ton tién bao ddi c4 1ii con gdi,
chua tdn tinh dugc gi ma bi ho choc gheo cho d&€n dd cd mit.
Va tuan 1& sau, chang thdy gido tré nay da don thd, xin d6i qua
trudng khdc di day.

D6 12 ba chi Hién yéu dfu ciia t6i. K& d&n 1a chi Thuc. Chi
Thuc giong chi Hién & chd tinh tinh hoan toan trdi ngugc véi tén
2oi. Ba chi Thuc nay ctia t6i con nguy hi€m hon & chd cdi tinh thii
dai va hay 4m thim rtta han. Pién hinh 13 chuyén 6ng thay Ru day
héa hoc bi ba trd thii. Thay Ru 1a ban thian cla b6 tdi, hdi xua hai
ngudi ciing di linh Truyén Tin. Ba Thuc ¥ y chd quen biét nén ba
vo 16p khong thém hoc hanh va chic in s& dugc diém t6t & mbi
ky thi. Va rdi bai ki€ém ddu tién ba 1dnh nguyén cdi triing vit to
t6 bo. Chi Thuc khong ngd lai c6 chuyén nay, tir d6 trd di chi trd
nén I1am Ii trong 16p clia thdy Ru. Han d&i den bac, vao 16p héa
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hoc cida thay, chi khong con thi€t tha gi nita, ma con tim cdch
phd r6i trat ty.

Mot hdm, vao gid thi nghiém, trong khi cdc hoc sinh khdc dang
nghiém tdc tron héa chit vao dng nghiém theo huéng din ctia thiy
Ru, thi bén dudi chi Thuc con dang quiy. Cdi chit “quay” nay ding
theo c4 hai nghia den 14n béng. Chi dang tron ham ba ling nhitng
héa chit trong tAm tay vao cdi binh thdy tinh to 16n, va quay toi bdi
hoa 14 1&én cho vui mit. C4i chit 16ng din din bi€n d6i tir mau nay
sang mau khéc, 1am chi thich thd nhu mot dia tré con dang chdi dd
hang. Chi ti€p tuc pha ché&, chi trit t4t cd nhitng thi con lai vo binh,
bat k€ 1a kiém hay 4t-xit, hay hy-drd, oxy, nitrogen. Xong xudi chi
bam niit gas, dinh ndi Iira 1én dé nau.

Bdng dung. PUNG. Mot ti€ng nd chat chia vang lén ti cudi
phong. C4 16p hoc im phing phic, tit cd may chuc cip mit d6 don
vé noi cudi phong. Ba chi yéu diu cla toi nhin lai moi ngudi, nét
mit tinh bo, hai ham ring nhe ra, cudi tudi nhu hoa. Thi ra tiéng né
xudt phat tir hgp chat hdn tap do bd bién ch€. May mdnh thiy tinh
vun v& ving tung tée trén ban, dusi dat. Dung dich clia trdi bom
clia bd ché tao bin 1én d€n tin trin nha. Cdi 4o dai tring cda ba
dang mic by gid bi€n thanh cdi 40 dai mau me hoa 14 canh. Nha
ché tao bom lién 14p tic bi mdi 1én vin phong gidm thi, va bi phat
mot ldc hai cdi cAm tic ngay sau dé.

Hom d6, chi Thuc bi bd me tdi diia te tua, vd bd t6i 4p dung
ky luit nha binh, thudng cho roi cho vot, va cAm cung khong cho
b4 di dau choi. Me t6i con néi ba chua bi “got dau bodi voi” 1a con
may 1dm rdi. Chi Thuc ctia toi dudng nhu da bi€t dn nin hdi cdi. Ba
thay ddi tinh tinh tir sau cdi bi€n c¢d d6, bt dau chim chi hoc hanh
trd lai, 1am b6 me t6i rat hai Iong. Ai cling tudng ba da bi&t quy ta
cdi chanh. Cho d&n mot hom.

Hom d6 thdy Ru d&n nha tdi chdi, tién thé & lai dung bita. Chi
Thuc gip thiy truc ctta, chi 1& phép cii dau chao. Thay Ru xoa
dau chi, khen hoc trd clia thdy ngoan. Hom d6 chi Thuc #n chi lung
bat 1 xin phép rdi ban va bién mat qua nha nhd ban hang xém. Cho
dén ldc thdy Ru ra vé, thi hdi di! trén chi€c xe vespa méi toanh clia
thay bi chup nguyén mot mot thiing rdc. Binh xing xe ciing bi thdo
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tung ra, thay vao trong d6 toan la dat véi cit.

Di nhién 12 hom d6 ba chi Thuc bi bd “thuong”, cho mt tran
don chi tlt, ban sdng bdn chét. T6i nim ngl chung mot giudng vé6i
chi nén t6i hom dé t6i dd nghe chi rén rf sudt dém. Cip mong clia
chi bAm tim, con hiin in v&t chdi 16ng ga, 1am chi phai nim sdp ma
ngd. Nhung trong con dau dén d6 tdi hinh dung ra dugc ndi niém
théa mén, hién rd 1&én trén khée mit clia chi. D6 13 sy théa méin
ctia ké di rira dugc mdi thi.

K& dén 1a chi Dung. Chi Dung khong gidng hai ba chi 16n clia
toi. & trudng chi rit nghiém tdc, hoc hianh d&n noi d&n chon, diém
hanh ki€m liic ndo ciing cao, cho nén bd me t6i khong thé nao ché
trich chi vé van dé hoc tip dudc. Nhung c6 diéu 1a chi Dung c6
nhiéu nam tinh hon 1a nit tinh. T6i nghe k€ lai riing sau khi sanh
xong hai chi Hién va Thuc, b6 me mét con trai qua nén dit hét
ky vong vao dita bé thit ba, phai 1a con trai. Ong ba mua toan 1a
quan 4o, db choi con trai d&€ chudn bi, nhung réi thém mot con
vit trGi nita chui ra.

Chi Dung da khong 1am phu Iong bd me, chi da thda dap lai
nhitng k¥ vong ma b& me da mong dgi, & cAu quy ti. Tir hdi bé chi da
nhu mot ddra con trai rdi, tir cdch dn van, di ddng, cho dén cédch sinh
hoat tham gia cédc tro chdi cda ddm con nit, nhu tat lon, dich hinh,
bin bi, ddnh ddo, dd d€, 6ng dich 6ng tdn, vin van.

R&i tudi tho cda chi ciing qua di, nhung cdi tinh tinh ngd ngdo
van con ton tai. P&n nam hoc 16p nhat tiéu hoc thi ba chi cla toi da
ndi ti€ng 12 mot “nif tic” cda thi xa. Bon con trai Viing Tau dit cho
b4 cdi tén 12 Dung Bui P&i. Chiéu chiéu, sau khi com nuéc xong
12 ba thudng xdch chi€c xe dap mini dao vong quanh Bai Trudc dé
bi€u dién nhitng pha ché&t ngudi.

Doc theo con dudng Hoang Diéu chay tif bdi Trudc dén bai
Diu, vong qua dinh Ong Thugng c6 mot by tudng bing dd dugc xay
cao 1én dé phan chia mit dudng va mit bién bén dudi. C4i bd tudng
nay rat hep, chi nhd chitng hai gang tay ngudi 16n. Qua phia bén
kia bd twdng 1a thut xudng mot khodng rit sdu, bén dusi d4 xanh
16m chdm, bi nudc bién lau ngay x6i mon nén cang nhon hoic dé
s¢. N6i chung 12 néu bi rét khdi bd tudng nay, vé hudng bién thi chi
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¢6 nudc tir ch&t dén bi thuong. Vay ma ba chi Dung clia t6i di ddm
xdch chi€c xe dap mini clia ba, dit 1én trén bd twdng hep nay lam
mdt vong biéu dién tir bii Trude ra dén dinh Ong Thugng. Pam con
trai dit gan li cich méy ciing khong ddm gidn mit vé6i ti than kiu
nay, th€ 12 bon ching phdi tdn ba 1am su phu. Thé 12 Dung Bui Doi
da di vao huyén st cia ngudi dan thi x4 tir day.

Sau nay 16n 1én, c¢6 da c6 thit chiit dinh 1a b4 lién ghi danh
di hoc v6 vovinam & v6 dudng Lam Son. C6 thém ti v6 nghé
trong minh ba cang trd nén kiéu cing ty dai. B4 thudng néi vdi
hai ba chi 16n cia toi:

— May tén Ii 1gm dang trong cay si trudc nha minh d6. May
chi muén em nhd quich di khong?

Hodc la:

— Khi nao ban trai cda chi d§ trdo sam sd, néi em nghe, em
duc n6 phi md.

MB&i 1an nhu vay 1a chi Hién lai todng 1én:

— C4i con nay, bd hét ngudi 1am bao cit cho may rdi hay sao
ma cif doi ki€m ban trai clia tao ma dot.

Chi Thuc thi:

— C6 dita em nhu may chic tao “6ng ché” qud Dung di!

Cudi cuing 1a chi Hanh. Chi khong c6 cdi ki€u phd lang phd
x6m nhu chi Hién va chi Thuc, cling khong nam tinh qua nhu chi
Dung, nhung chi lai 12 mot méi lo 16n nhat ciia b& me, chi mdi ding
12 mdt qua min nS cham!

Thud bé chi Hanh da bi€t Iam ddng, bi€t diéu Hanh nhu ngudi
16n. Toi con nhé may 14n chi rd toi 18y cdp cdy son, hop phan clia me
dé& tron ra ngoai hién sau nha @€ ty trang di€m.

Nim 13 tudi, chua qua cdi tudi kep téc ma chi Hanh da biét
yéu, va ngudi yéu ctia chi chinh la anh chang nghé si séng tro trong
cin gdc & doi dién nha tdi. Anh chang nay nhin cdi tuéng rat 1a
ngdu ddi, @€ téc dai chim vai, mic quin dng loe, 40 bé nom rat
hippi choai choai. Khong hiéu anh c6 nghé ngdng gi khong ma t&i
ngay chi thiy ngdi diing truSc clta nha ma giy dan, va ti€ng dan
Truong Chi dé da lam rung rdi trdi tim ngdy thd nhung da tinh da
cdm ctia ba chi k& clia toi.
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B6 me toi hiéu ro sy tinh rt nhanh, chi cAn nhin qua nét mit
thin thd cta chi Hanh 12 biét lién. Chi chad mang gi d&€n dn udng, t&i
ngay thiy ddng trudc clra, midt dim dudi nhin qua bén kia dudng.
Thé& 1a bo me 14p tifc phdi c6 bién phép, va bién phdp cla bd me rat
w14 tiéu cuc. Ong ba dd mua chudc chii nha doi dién dé ho tdng khit
anh chang khach tro vo cong rdi nghé kia di.

B6 me toi ¢d 4m tham tdng c§ anh chang nghé si kia di, chi vi
mud6n bdo vé con gdi cung clia 6ng ba, dé phong khdi xay ra trudng
hgp trao tritng cho dc. Nhung dng ba diu ¢ ludng dugc cdi hiu qua
viéc minh lam. MAt ngudi yéu, ba chi Hanh cida tdi nhu ngudi mat
hdn. Chi khong budn in udng, t6i ngay nim liét giudng, than thé
ngay cang 6m y€u bé rac. Me yé&u con gdi nén sudt ngay tic truc bén
giudng bénh. Mic cho me khéc 16¢ nin nf cdch md'y di nifa, chi nhat
dinh tuyét thuc. Trong ldc mé sdng, nhiéu 1an chi mé:

— Me oi! Hiay mang Truong Chi vé cho con!

B6 mdi bdc si Phic, ciing 12 ban than trong quan ddi ngay xua,
dé&n chin bénh cho chi. B4c si Phiic xem qua lic diu:

— HE&t thudc chita rdi. Con bé mic phdi chitng bénh ma y
hoc danh b6 tay!

— Bénh gi?

B6 hoéi, va nghe bdc si Phic tré 16i:

— Bénh tuong tu!

Nghe vdy cd nha 0a 1én khéc. Y hoc ma con bé tay thi bay
gid chi con nuéc chd T Than dén rude ba di. Bdc si Phic di roi
khong khi trong nha bdng tré nén ning né. B6 ngdi trudc nha
kéo thudc lao, chic dng dang thim nghi: “Udng qua! Ngii Long
Cong Chda ma mat di mot dira thi con gi 1a Ngii Long. Khong
khéo lai thanh Tt Qudi thi bd bu!” Me dang ngdi bén canh giudng
bénh, an i chi Hanh:

— Con di 1a con! Kh& than con tdi chita. Néu con ¢6 chét thi ring
d4u thai 1am con giai, 1am con gdi 1am chi cho khé tdm than.

Chi Hién lic dau ngao ngdn:

— Con nay ngu qud, chét vi mot thiing con trai, rd dai! Minh
chi yéu tén nao khi bi€t rd né yéu minh truéc.

Chi Thuc gép y:
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— Ba ndy dn néi v6 van. Yéu dudng ma con cin nhic trudc
sau. Con 6 day ay a, theo t& thi yéu la phdi c¢6 qua c6 lai, phdi sin
sang hy sinh cho nhau, vi vy ngudi yéu clia t§ phdi sin saing dé
yén cho té x4 mii thi td mdi chiu.

Nghe hai nha tri€t gia, chua hé yéu qua mot 1an, dang triét
1y vé€ tinh yéu lam ba chi Dung ctda t6i néng mit. Chi doc lai
cau ca dao:

Ba déng mét mé dan dng

Mua vé bé 1ong cho kién né tha

Ba van mot mu dan ba

Mua vé ma trdi chiéu hoa cho ngoi.

R6i ba gid cao nim diAm néi ti€p:

— Con em day 4y a, thing dan 6ng nao lang quang, em
duc n6 phtt md!

C4i khong khi tang t6c bdng dung trd nén vui nhon vi ba ba chi
yéu diu cia t6i 16i ra ti€ng vao.

C4 nha dang chd chi Hanh néi 16i trdn tr6i sau cling, nhung
sdng hom sau chi bat giudng ngdi ddy, chui vao bép luc dd in.
Nhin chi tir tir héng hdo va vui tuoi trd lai. Va con tim da vui
trg lai, va ding la:

Nguoi di mot nita hon téi chét
Mt mita hén kia sita lai xai.

B6 me t6i vui mirng khon xiét, vi con géi clia 6ng ba da “song”
lai r6i. B6 me thuéng chi Hanh bing cdch cho chi tu do tha hd
di choi, muén di muén vé Iic nao ciing dugc, vi dng ba nghi ci
giam n6 & nha mai, nhd gip thém thiing phdi gi6 dung ti€ng dan
mé hoic gdi to nita thi khon. Va chi Hanh ving nha lién mién.
Nam thiang qua di.

Cho d€n mot hom. Chi Hanh mang vé nha mot tin sét ddnh.
Trdi min nd chidm cudi ciing dd buing nd. Chi Hanh di c6 biu
hon 3 thdng, va thd pham cda cdi ba-16 ngugc nay chinh 1a anh
chang nghé s nim nao. B6 me t6i khong con cdch nao hon 1a
tic t6c 1am mot cdi ddm cudi cho hai tré. Nim 4y chi Hanh vira
tron 16 cdi xudn xanh.

000
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Nim 1975, ci gia dinh t6i theo dong ngudi di tin, trdi ra bién
DPong va cudi cing sang dinh cu § M§. Niam thang ti€p tuc troi di.
Bay git da 12 20 nim sau. Thdi gian bac m4i diu. Céc chi tdi bay
it da chong con bé bon. Chi con duy nhat mdi minh tdi 12 c6 cong
chiia cudi cling chua yén bé gia that. B6 me toi cif thiic giuc toi
18y chong mai, d& 6ng ba yén long khi nhim mit. Cac chi toi et tur
héi: “C4i con bé (it ndy xinh x&n nh4t nha, cd sao mai mot than coi
ctit.” Céc chi toi ¢t nhic nhd:

— May tudng con tré dai 1dm sao, hd Nhu? Nim nay da 34
tudi, 43 qud cdi tudi toan vé gia roi dAy! Hay 12 may mic ching
bénh “lanh cdm™?

Céc chi t0i cit gidi thiéu, gdn ghép cho t6i hét ddm nay dén
ddm khac, nhung t6i déu gat phit ra hét. C6 mot tim sy kin, toi
gidu k§ khong cho moi ngudi trong gia dinh biét dugc. That ra thi
t0i dau c6 bi lanh cdm nhu may ba chi yéu diu cla t6i vin thudng
néi dua. Toi ciing biét xic cdm yéu duong, nhung van dé 1a toi chi
yéu ngudi cung phdi v6i minh. Thud méi 16n t6i cling da th tro
chdi 4i tinh v6i nhitng dita con trai chung 16p, nhung khong hiéu sao
t6i khong hé cdm thdy mdy may xic dong, cho dé&n khi toi 1én dai
hoc, & trong “dorm”, chung phong v6i nhd ban My. Hai dda t6i da
“share” phong va “share” tinh lu6n.

Nhiéu khi tdi suy nghi lai, thdy cudc ddi nhu mot con 16c. Con
16¢ cudn cudn cudn di tat cd, trong d6 c6 gia dinh toi, bd me va cdc
chi ctia t6i. Cudc ddi ctia ho that an binh va thanh than, ém troi theo
chiéu gi6. Duy chi c6 minh t6i, chi c6 mdi minh tdi, con ngua vé
ngugc, ngude chiéu gié cudn. O
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HUONG TRA CUOI NAM

Pham Hoang Pan

Thuong vé H., D. “cao”, va ban be toi.

hudng thudng cif t6i dip cudi nim, ngudi ta hay lam dd

thit 1& lac 4n mirng. Khip chdn tiéc ting gdi khong biét

bao nhiéu s& phin con gi, heo, bd di vé& 4m phi. Au
ciing 1a cdch d€ ghi nhé mot nim da trdi qua, mdt thdi khic trong
ddi s6ng da vinh vién tan bi€n vao dong song den ngdm mang tén
goi thdi gian. Trong cdi riéng tu, chic cling khong it ngudi bui ngui
nhé lai nhitng budn vui nim cii, vi xa hon... Ngdi ddy mot budi
chiéu cudi nim, bén 6 clra s& nhd, toi tudng nhu li ky niém khodc
vai bé ban xua tran vé theo tifng con séng Pai TAy Duong dang
vd 1i rho ngoai kia. LAu lim roi toi thoi viét lich k€ 1€ nhu vy
nira, lau cling ¢cd mudi ndm.

... Mudi nim, cdng trudng xua da thay mau. Nghe néi sin dau
xe ngdy d6 biy gid toan xe gin mdy, c6 khi chinh inh mot chiéc
Mercedez qudi g&. Thay co toi ngudi di mat, ngudi di rdi buc
gidng. LGp hoc hon phan nita tan tic khip phuong trdi: dia Uc, dita
Nhut, dita Nga, dita Thai, dda Phap, dita Canada, dira xi Co Hué...
Thinh thodng nghi vé beé ban cii, tdi hay nhd téi cAu chuyén hat cam
thdo ngay nao H. dd dua t6i doc. “Toi ciing nhu hat cam thdo nay,
néu em thuong nhé thuong cho dii cd hai phan den dé...” Phai H.
oi, nhu hat cam thdo Tr&i phd cho hai mau den d6 ty nhién ngang
biing, ddi s6ng nay, va trong chinh mdi chiing ta luén sin mam cho
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hai d6i cuc 1dm khi chi cdch nhau mot cdi trd ban tay. Nu cudi va
nudc mit. Danh dy va gian trd. Sum hop va chia ly. Vinh quang va
nhuyc nha... Téi dang nhd mot ngudi bén kia trdi ndn nao... Nh§ 14
thu ngudi da viét “Coi nhu ddnh hdng mot tai ning, néu c6...” Tui
minh tiing “Mot thdi ddy hoai bio u6c md,” néu con sét lai chiit
gl, xin hily nim cho chit, dimg dé giong gié ddi cudn nd bay di
mat, trong con bio “Cudi ciing, ai ciing tré vé cdi mdi 4&m gia dinh
nho nhd, cdi toi riéng biét chat hep, va cdi vong tron khép kin tAm
thudng trin tuc clia cudc ddi...” BSi vi, ching ta chi con duy nhat
w6c mo @€ xai sang, phung phi. Nhitng u6c md 13 thit duy nhat trong
d6i minh khong phai di mua, H. oi!

... Mugi ndm, t6i ho hen rdi gidn hon vin chuong. Pa din long
minh dirng bao git tinh tv vdi chit nghia phil phi€m nita. P cot
nhifng trang vi€t cii thanh mot b, van hét ndi luc quing di that xa,
xa khéi bau khi quyén... Ngay mdi t6i My, N.T tir San Diego giti
thu biéu toi viét bai cong tic, toi da thd o: “Vin chuong gid xa toi
nhiéu nim dnh sdng rdi.” Vay, ma khong phai vay. Trong gidc ngd,
né ngdi trén diu ngén chan canh gic t6i nhu thé canh chitng mot
thiing t& toi khon ki€p. M md cudc say, né ci 1di nhdi déu déu
trong 15 tai nhu cdi thing cha Rainman hanh ha chd em minh. B
Cali di 1&én x( tuy&t, ngay lam viéc dau tién dung d6 vdi thing cai
My den, tdi sling c6, nhung lai nghe tif trong 6¢ ndo ti€ng khéc rim
riic dit doan clia né. N6 13 toi 4c hay 13 tritng phat ma deo dudi
khong bao gid budng tha t6i?

Nghe t6i n6i dinh vi€t viin trd lai, nang trgn mit:

“Khing ha?”

“Chic vay.”

Giita hai dita khong can quanh co dai dong. Nang va toi hiu
nhau qud ro. Hi€u t6i mitc mudn thoi nhau ciing khé. Cudce tinh 1§
dd nhu con cd 16c méc can trong sinh. Khong dita nio mudn ban
chuyén tuong lai. Ciing chd dita nao choc dda kia ghen tudng téi
mifc i hang. T6i nhdt gdi bAm sinh, quen chi minh nang tir hdi hai
dtra con & tran chay long nhong tim mua trong x6m. Con nang, nhu
may difa ban t6i hay xia x6i:

“Con nhé kénh nhu vdy ma cd cip may hoai ciing 1a chuyén

i)

la.
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Trong bung minh, t6i hi€u nhung khong thém néi ra. Chinh tai
vi nang qud “kénh” nén hai d&a con dinh vdi nhau. Nang khong
nhin ra g ndo ngay ngin vira mit, danh ¢ ta ta v6i anh chang
sudt ddi 16ng bong.

“Anh rdng hoc di. MAy nim trdi c6 vai cdi 16p cin d€ transfer
1én university ma anh van chua 18y hét,” nang trdch t6i y hét
mot ba di trach chau.

T6i chong dd thudc long:

“Em bi€t anh d4u phai nhu ngudi ta. Song ty 14p mot minh ¢
bi€t bao nhiéu chuyén phdi lo.”

“Anh hoc xong, muén lam gi em khong cdn. Nhung bay gid bay
dit viét véi ldch, chic sudt ngdy anh ngdi tro tro nhu khiic cti. Mua
sau doi drop xudng con c¢6 mot 16p cho ma coi.”

Ca nang va toi déu bi€t nang néi ding.

Téi ndc hét ly nudc lanh. Ti€ng chit 16ng kéu réc rdch doc

cudng hong xudng (6i ddy bao tlt. Chgt nhé ra minh chua
bd gi vo trong d6 tir hai muci bon gid qua. Ngu xuin. C6 hé chi.
Thé gidi thém mot dia ngu ciing chd dn thua gi t6i thdi binh nhan
loai. Ty dung t6i thdy thém mot binh tra. Trong phong diu cé tra,
lai 1am bi€ng chay ra China Town mua, thdi thi ndu ndi nudc sdi
udng chic cling 4m bung.

Tb6i nghi, nhitng tdch tra di thAm vdo gan rudt modt phan ddi
t6i. Mdi 1an udng tra cho tdi huong vi khac nhau. Huong vi cla dat,
clia bao an tinh nhitng ndi chdn da tirng in diu ban chan t6i. Nhé
cdi binh thiy bdc P. nh6i hét phan nita 13 tra, mdi 1an tdi ghé Xuan
Loc chdi “bi” 6ng mdi udng lia lia, khi ngodi vudn huong mit chin
thom litng. Nhé khiic dudng luc-tinh-mién-TAy phia Nam Sai Gon
va nhitng binh tra nita dém cda c6 chd quan “nha chdi” ddm huong
lda vira sang thi con gdi, 1in mui hiing hing mdi chuyén xe hang
chd heo ga chay ngang, tron luén mui khéi thudc cai luong ctia dim
ba gi trai to ngdi ti€c nudi gid nhu nim xua cha chid minh giut sip
hai cdy cAu Bén Liic, Tan An, i quin vé cAm cy viing bon chi€n
thuat dong bing phi nhiéu thi bi€t dau chirng (!). Nhé ly tra dd udng
hoai khong hét, ndng huong mudi bién, budi trua thing tu nao dé
ngdi vdi cau T. & badi Sau Viing Tau, chi vai gis dong hd trude khi
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nhdy 1én ghe tim dudng bé nudc. Nhé bai hoc ng nan trén dat Hita,
ngay diu tién dit chan t6i M§ ngdi trd rudu thiu dém vdi cdc anh
Kh., P., D....; Monterey Park tir hom d6 véi t6i ¢c6 dang hinh chi
nhat clia may cdi credit card. Nhé mii huong sip den ciy 1ap loe
mdJ 4o trong mdt dém bao tuy€t trdin qua Hartford 1am mot géc
thanh phd mat dién, t6i ngdi x&p bing ddi dién H.D. b6 gdi co
ro; Am tra didng tong ngdng trd trén giita hai con ngudi khdng con
no6i dugc gi véi nhau...

Ban doc téi day, xin dirng voi cho t6i 1a mot tén... sanh... ngén
nghé udng tra. C4i cach udng tra vira tao nha vira cau ky clia ngudi
xua conin ranh ranh trén céc trang tiy bit cda cu Nguyén Tuan. Con
toi, tinh that chua bao gid trong ddi bi€t uéng tra, cling chua hé may
min hép duge mot ngum tra... tén tudi nao d6. Toi chi ba hoa dé cAm
thdy chit huong tra twéng tugng trén mdi ma thoi!

Hém kia, nang ghé ngang ldc t6i dang nim dai trén giudng

giita ngén ngang ban thio. Nang cAm mot t& doc 1u6t qua.
Anh Viét cdi gi vay. P€ anh sip x€p lai tir diu, em coi giita chirng
lam sao ma hiéu. T6i ngdi 1én, gom may t& gidy cho diing thd ty,
dong mot cdi kim bén géc va dua cho nang. Nang doc cham rai,
doc t6i r6i doc lui mot cach chdm chi, khong mot nhiu may hay cudi
mim trén nét mit nang nif sinh trung hoc nim nao tirng khién xiéu
veo budc chadn may trim difa con trai trong trudng. Toi kién nhan
chd dgi... Cudi cling nang li€c t6i. Vi€t hay qué x4 hd. Toi thd ra
nhe nhang. Nhung s& khong c6 bdo nao them dang dau. Toi chung
hirng. Em méi néi hay ma. Thi hay, nhung khong thuc € chiit nao,
anh khong ranh tdm ly. Tam ly ai, nhan vt trong truyén hay la
ngudi doc. Ca hai; vin anh suy tu nghiém trang 14m cAm nhu 6ng
gia, toan td tudng nhitng chuyén cd hon nui gié rach. Sao em ndi vay.
Ngudi ta diu c6 ngdi yén suy nghi nhu anh, thdi dai nay séng 20 ao,
vui 20 20, budn 20 20; cdi gi cling trd nén mi in lién dugc. Toi hut
hing. Nang cudi khanh khdch. Anh viét truyén tinh cdm chic hap
din hon, yéu duong chiit dinh cho twdi mdt cudc doi.

Roi nang rd toi di shopping. Ngudi ta dang Christmas sale tim
lum anh hai 4. Hai difa budc ra hanh lang dung ngay mot thiing bé
hang x6m cua toi dang lui cui 1am gi v6i cdi xe dap. Bi gi vy, toi to
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md. BE banh. O... nhung biy gid mila dong tuyét rét bia xua, may
stta xe dap ciing c6 di dau dugc. Tao biét, nhung day 1a cdi xe dau
tién cda tao, chd tao cho 1am qua Christmas, tao ratla exciting. Troi
dat, chi may cho may cdi xe dap bé v6 a. U, tai sao khong, ¢6 con
hon khéng ma... Thiing nhéc loay hoay thdo cdi banh xe. To6i bat
chgt thay lai mot ddy xe dap on sale x&p hang dai dai trong Sears,
KMart, Target... ma c6 thdi t6i di 1dp rdp ki€m com. Tdi con giit
mdt thing phu ting xe dap sau khi nghi viéc. E nhéc, tao c6 may
thit @6 xe dap du khong xai, may mudn 1dy tao cho. Sure. Di theo
tao, tao d€ dau d6 trong phong. Thing nhd nhdm ditng day. Toi
dgm buéc di. Nhung né khung lai, givong cip mét nhin t6i do xét.
May khdng mudn ha. Cip mit 140 lién. Tao phdi canh chirng cdi xe
dap. B6 d6 di, c6 ban gdi tao ding ngay day dirng lo. Cip mit cii
xudng. May di 14y mdt minh di, tao & day. Thdi ma nhéc, tao lam
on cho may, ddu phdi may 1a boss tao. But... I can’t. May sg tao
an thit may ha. Thoi di, anh, né khong di theo anh ddu. Nang 1én
ti€ng vira lic clta thang mdy md. May khing qud, nhéc con. Toi
1Am bam, chui tot vo thang may.

Lic hai dita ngdi yén trong xe chd warm up, tdi néi vdi nang:

“Tui nhéc bay gid cdi gi cling bi€t sém. Bi€t nghi ngd cling s6m
hon. Con dau 1a tudi ngdy tha.”

“Ngay tho d€ bi anh bit céc 4?” nang gion.

Tbi nSi quau thinh linh:

“Em khong bao gid chiu nhin thiu ding sau sy viéc.”

Nang tron xoe doi mit:

“What?”

“Ngudi ta bi€n tré con thanh dng gia.”

“Thanh con nit quy thi c4.”

Khi khong, t61 n6i mot hoi:

“Thdi dai ngd nghinh thiét! Nhéc con dugc day nghi ngd.
Lén mdt chit, duge phdt free condom, c¢6 cdu cd 6m nhau xa
quan cho t6i khi ra trudng. M& miéng chi nghe toan “So what”
véi “Who cares...” Khong biét thién ha c¢6 con coi trong chuyén
g1 khéc trong dsi!”

Nang nhin t6i dim dam:
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“Anh néi gi vay?”

To6i nghe 4m thanh hdn loan rét khdi bd mdi minh nhu ri
nhau di ty tf tap thé:

“Ngudi chiu suy tu mot chiit thi ct bi nguyén rda 13 14m cim.
Truyén vi€t khong c¢6 nim tay nim chun, khong c¢6 hun hit 1a
khong hap dan...”

“Anh trd dda em ha?”

“Khong.”

“What’s wrong with you? Chi vi mot dita nhd ma néi ning
lung tung nhu con nit.”

“Thi da sao?”

Do6i mit nang md thiét 16n, trong rong:

“Anh ding la con nit.”

Nang tong clra xe, budc ra di thing v& phia xe nang.

“Khong di shopping nira a?”

“Anh lam on khung vira vira thoéi!”

Ti€ng cdnh clra xe d6ng mot cdi Am.

Hém qua, toi dién thoai xin 16i nang. Mot giong néi xa la

vong lai, lanh 180 nhu phan in chiéu mdi 1an trong hing
cai microwave bi out of order:

“Anh khédi goi em nita. We can never get along. Chia tay
dila vira.”

Giira hai dita khong cAn nin ni. Nang va t6i hi€u nhau qud ro.
Hiéu tdi cdi mifc mudn thoi nhau ciing khé ma ciing dé.

Cu6i nim, trong cdi riéng tu, chic khong it ngudi bui ngui

nhé lai nhitng budn vui nim cii, va xa hon... Cdc difc ngai
tai ning c6 1& dang ngdi bé ngén chian kéu léc c6c, mdi ti€ng kéu
12 mot nan nhan da bi minh dap 1én ddu 1én ¢8 trén con dudng tién
chitc thing luong. Vai vi 4i quéc luu vong cim cui d€m coi trong
nim di 6 chic dugc bao nhiéu cudc bi€u tinh, van dong dugc bao
nhiéu ngudi tham gia. Nhitng dong chi cao nién tir cdi thdi Kdch
Ménh nim chudng cop Con Pdo nghiém trang hop ban nghi quyét,
khong cho d6t phdo um stim nhé, c6 dn ming cling ¥ t& thoi, ciu
mong sang nim van con ngdi yén trén dong Itra quyén hanh. May
¢6 nang bio td, cd ndo cling mang nhitng c4i tén m§ miéu, chic ldc
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nay ban biu mia hat ddu d6 ngoai Bic Cuc, tong tién hdn ma hang
ngan sinh mang ngudi dan khén khd da bi cdc nang phiii khdi mit
dia ciu. Cu chii bit tap chi Th& Ky 21 ngadm ngti rét muc dé lai
cAu chuyén mdt thi€u phu chi hon con gdi cu ¢ vai tudi, thit ¢d hai
con rdi ty sat & Sai Gon vi “khdng c6 cdch ndo khic dé€ ki€m song.”
Cudi bai viét, cu glti mot 13i nhin nhe t6i nhitng m4i diu xanh: “T6i
w6c mong cic ban tré (...) d€ thdi gian suy nghi. Ching ta khong thé
song hanh phiic khi chung quanh chiing ta con qué nhiéu ngudi dau
khd.” Khong bi€t c6 bao nhidu ban ddng trang Itra td mo doc cdi bai
viét niim ling 1€ trong mdt géc im [im clia mot tJ bdo chic ching
may ké ddu xanh chiu khé tim mua. Chgt t6i nhé da nghe nhiéu
1dm nhitng 161 nhiin nhe tuong ty. Ctia cu Toan Phong Nguyé&n Xuan
Vinh. Ctia cu V& Vin Ai. Ngay ci cu cyu tdng thdng Duong Vin
Minh Idn diu tién 1én ti€ng sau cdi ngay nira xit s& tu do con lai lot
um v6 mdm con cd mip mau dd c¢6 xadm ngdi sao vang vang gitta
tran, cling khong quén néi doi 161 v6i ngudi ban tré. Sao cédc cu cac
bdc cédc chi thich nhidn nhe chdng ta d&€n nhu vay? Vi cédc cu uu 4i
chiing ta qui thé? Hay cdc cu budi gin dit xa trdi, vin con phai
théu thao goi dan con chdu ham choi d&€n bén giudng nhin nhd
dao 1am ngudi? C4i thdi nhitng thi€u nhi hanh khic, thanh nién
hanh khic tung birng hao hung; cdi thdi nhitng séi con huéng dao
bi€t lugm cong ric bén 1€ bd vo tdi quan; cdi thdi cdc cu 2o Ao
di khdng chié€n ctfu qudc... t4t cd da vinh vién tan bi€n vao dong
song den ngdm mang tén goi thdi gian. Thot nhién t6i nhé ti€ng
nang cudi ruc rich trén vai:

“C)ng cu non di, Ong 18i thai, Am lich rdi!”

C6 18 t6i 16 thai, Am lich thiét. C6 1& truyén toi giti di sé ching
c6 o6ng bién tdp nao them doc, ditng néi chuyén dudc diang. C6 1&
mdt hom nao chinh t6i ciing s& viét thu di khip phuong tr&i cho be
ban cii, khong quén thong thém cau “Coi nhu ddnh hdng mot tai
ning, néu c6...,” d€ thém phan 1am ly. C6 1& khong bao gid toi bict
vi€t viin that sy. Vin t6i khd nhu cdt ngodi sa mac. CAu chi toi
odn oai, dep 1ép, u mé& nhu chinh cdi qué nha lung cong hinh chit
S phia bén kia dia cau tén goi 12 Viét Nam. Truyén tdi viét khong
mé ly tinh ti. Chinh cudc tinh t6i méi ngay hom kia con 16 d§ nhu
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con cd 16¢ mic can trong sinh.

Ngay mai bi€t chuyén th& ndo may dita ban cling vd tay cudi
v6 186 mii toi. May 12 cdi db ngu. U, khong chirng t6i ngu thiét
chit chd choi. Thudng thudng ci t6i dip cudi nim, ngudi ta hay
lam dd the 1€ lac dn ming. Khip chdn tiéc ting g&i khong biét
bao nhiéu s& phan con g, heo, bd di vé aAm phd. Con toi bd in,
ngdi bén 6 clra s6 nhd, nghe ngoai kia Pai TAy Duong séng vd 1i
rao, udng ly nudc so6i ngd nhu ¢6 huong vi trd. Va to tudng nhitng
chuyén ci hon nui gié rich. O

Boston, Dec 1997
Pham Hoang Pan
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DONG POT
Ngé T6 Quyén

* Gidi ba

lla dong lai vé trén khip néo dudng. Ting con gié

lanh budt a0 at hit vao tim thin gdy com, mong

manh cda hai chi em con bé. Thing Ban cdi gip
ngudi nhu sip chidi ngd vé phia trudc, x6¢ lai cdi bao bd cii k¥, c6
ti€ng kéu 1éng kéng phét ra tit bén trong. N6 dua tay quet mili, chii
vao chi€c quan cut rdch ndt, rdi nhin sang chi:

— Chij Hai, nghi chit di.

Con bé van cong lung, 1é titng budc cham chap. Rdi khong nhin
em, né ndi trong hoi thd ning nhoc:

— BAin, may rdng chit di. Bao cta chi con to gdp doi bao
may.
Thing Ban ht mot ti€ng nhd, mdt 1an nita xdc cdi bao trén
vai, lai mdt Am thanh quen thudc cda thdy tinh v& va sit vun va
cham vao nhau leng keng.

— Con xa hong, chi Hai?

— Qua khdi huong 16 nay 1a t6i lién.

Con bé hat mit vé phia tru6c, hai mit né6 md di, khong biét vi
bau tr&i dd nhd nhem t3i hay vi sudt ngay nay né khong ti gi vao
bung. Thiing Bin vin di bén canh né, mot mii hing hic quen thudc
bdc 1én ndng nic. Con bé chgt thiy thuong em vo han. Nim thing
Ban 1én hai tudi, vao cdi dém mura gié ngap trdi, mot ngudi din 6ng
la mit g6 ctta va bdo tin ba né chét vi bénh sot rét ritng trong trai
tll cdi tao. Ngay ba md con di thim mo ba, thing BAn cif tung ting
chay nhdy xung quanh cdi mo di't nho nhd, né cudi vui vé. Hai ma
con né thi lay hoay dung lai khiic gb xiéu veo c6 khic tén ba né.
Nim thing Ban di tudi dén trudng, 6ng ngoai né trd bénh, khong
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con di dao sin thué cho ngudi ta nita. Hai chi em n6 phdi ngay ngay
védc cude di 1am th€ cho 6ng. Con bé con nhé mot 14n, thing Ban
d6i qud, chup voi v4 sin nhai ngdm ngoam. N6 hodng hdt chua kip
chup tay em thi thiing Ban da nim vat vd, miéng sli bot mép, mit
trgn tritng. Lic dua né ra tram y & cla xa, ngudi ta dem em né vao
trong, con lai con bé trén bing gh€ dai chd ddi trong tuyét vong.
Vay ma thiing Ban khong chét nhung sau d6 hai chi em bd nghé dao
sin, chiing cling 1ii tré trong x6m véc bao di moi rdc. Tién chiing
ki€m dugc khong di d€ mua mot gram thit bd nhung néu dem cong
chung véi s8 tién md né ban rau & chg thi ciing x4ch vé trén tay dugc
mot b6 cli va mot lon gao dé n&u chéo cho ong. Con bé mién man
suy nghi, phiit chdc lai xd¢ lai cdi bao cia minh.

Qudn nudc cii k§ nim chd vo bén vé dudng 1a noi tiéu thy sit
vun va ve chai. Noi d6 cting ¢6 mu Tu béo va cdi can that diéu
ngoa. Thing Ban dit cdi bao dang triu ning bén vai xudng dat,
nhin mu Tu véi 4nh mit nia van xin, nia cim han. Con bé tua
lung vao lu nudc, thd tay véc nudc udng tng we. Mu Tu ding
dinh tir trong bép di ra, trén tay van la cdi cAn quen thudc. Vin
v6i khudn mit lanh tanh, 4nh mit gian trd nhin chim chim vao
cdn can, mu tuyén bd:

— Chi ¢6 hai ky rudi, bdy tram thoi.

Con bé trgn tron mit, miéng né ha hdc. Chip sau, né ti€n
lai gin mu nhd nhe néi:

— Di Tu, tui con lam ca ngay, khiéng mudn ri cdi vai, di cho
bdy trim ddng thdi ha di?

Thi tui by coi, toan 12 ve chai, c6 thdy sit vun dau? Thoi, tui
by néi vay, tao cho thém ndm chyc bac nira 1a bay tram rudi.

Con bé 4m tc dua tay nhin tién, hai chi em Idi thdi budc di
cham chap tr§ lai trén huong 16 13 @€ quay vé cin nha 14 rdch nit &
x4 Binh Hung Hoa, ngoai 6 thanh phd. Thing Ban kéo hai cdi bao
trong rdng xénh xéch trén con dudng dat dé mi mit. Trdi sup tdi,
hai bén dudng thua thét bong ngudi. Thinh thodng, mot chi€c xe gin
mdy chay ngang tao nén ludng sing md 4o. BAt chgt, con bé quang
tay, Om em no sdt vao ngudi, giong ndi run 1én:

— Ban 4, may lanh hong?

Khong c6 ti€ng tra 15i, chi 1a tiing hdi thd khot khet ning nhoc.
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Trdi qua t6i, con bé khdng nhin thd'y doi mdi thim tim clia em. Thing
BAan co ro, nép vao tay chi. Chip sau, né nhin lén:

— Chi Hai, mai minh moi & dau?

Con bé thd dai, lic ddu nhé nhe. mdt con gi6 lai hat tung bui
cdt vao mit, né nhaim nghién hai mit.

— Thi cdi d6ng & xa minh chi con & dau nita?

— Nhung ma hoi sdng, tui thiing Trau né dodi dip minh ma.

Con bé chot thiy da day quin thit, né nhé lai cdi mit den ddi
clia ddm con trai du con trong xa, kh& ring minh.

— Thay ké tui nd, rdc clia chung chit diu phéi cda tyi né!

Thing Ban vdn chua yén tAm, né nhin sang chi. Man dém
day dic che gidu di ndi s¢ hii trén guong mit xuong x4u clia con
bé. N6 lai ngdp ngiing:

— Hay la... ma thdi... qua bén kia cling gdp tui bui ddi thi
cling mat cong lim!

Con bé khé gat dau, rdi khong néi thém 13i nio, hai chi em xiéu
veo di bén nhau. C6 ti€ng thiing Ban than van:

— Moi rdc cé ngay trdi, chi ¢6 bdy tram rudi, chua dn dugc
mdt & banh mi thit ngoai chg.

Con bé nudt nuéc miéng, né khé trach thing Ban:

— Thoi dirng nhic, may, thém thdy md!

Cin nha 14 op ep niim tn siu trong Ap 7, hai chi em da qua
quen thudc v6i doan dudng dai va tirng con rach nhd nhung hom
nay bong chdc dai I thé. Ti€ng con tring kéu ri ra bén tai, hai chi
em x0 clra vao nha. Bén chi€c vong tre, 6ng Hoai dang nim thoi
th6p, nghe ti€ng cot ket, dng tr minh, md mim cdi bao diém trén
dau giudng. Con bé cat ti€ng hoi:

— Ngoai 4, sao ngoai hong thip dén 1én?

Mot 1an ho dai cat 1én trong dém t&i khd khan. DAu hdi di can,
tim dén chdy d§ tir hom qua 1am den ngdom cdi béng dén mdng
manh. Thing Bin di nhanh ra ding sau, 1én ti€ng goi m4. Khong
nghe ai trd 16i, né chay vao, lay tay chi:

— Chi Hai, sao m4 chua vé?

Con bé d5 6ng Hoai day, lo 1dng hdi:

— M4 con sao gid nay con chua vé vay dng?

Ong Hoai dua tay vudt nguc, hai mit nheo nheo.
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— Hai dita bdy qua nha ba Thin, héi coi md biy c6é don hang
vé chung v&i bd hong?

Thing Bin chay vut di trong dém den, con bé toan chay theo
thi 6ng Hoai da dua tay ngin lai.

— Thoi, minh né di dugc réi. Hom nay bay moi dudc gi
hong?

Con bé chgt guc ddu, khéc nitc nd, né néi trong tirng ti€ng
néc nghen ngao:

— Ngoai bi€t hong? Tui thiing Trau doi danh con, né néi dong
rdc § cdi xd Binh Hung Hoa nay 1a ctia ddm tyi nd.

Ong Hoai lai ho khuc khiic, con bé vudt nguc, cAm chai diu
trao cho 6ng. Ngoai kia, ti€ng con truing van kéu ra rich, gié lanh
thdi ludn qua cin nha 14 don so, tréng hodc, 1am nhitng con ho clia
ong dudng nhu kéo dai vo tan. Ong nghen ngao nhin mdi ddu ba
xll, guong mit xinh xdn 14m lem bun dat clia con bé. mot cdi mua
hing hic quen thudc tir nhitng ddng rdc hoi thdi phat ra tir quin do
n6 tanh tudi. Ong xoa ddu né, thi thao:

— DPirng sd, con, tui n6 hdng ddm lam gi dau!

C6 ti€ng dép lep xep clia thing Bin ngoai clra, con bé chay
voi ra. Thiing Ban co ro trong chi€c 40 thun mdng manh v chim
vé dup, né néi trong hdi thé hdn hén:

— B4 n6i... mé ban €... chic chip nita méi vé.

Con bé thd phio nhin vé& phia 6ng ngoai. Anh tring ving vic
ngoai khung cira sd chi€u vao guong mit hdc hdc ciia 6ng Hoai tao
nén mot vé gi that huyén bi. Thiing Bin ngdi thup xudng dat, rit
chi€c dép nhua dua 1én gin ciy dén diu, con bé thdy quai dép da
rach toat, chi con dinh lai mot phadn map mé. N6 chgt thiy tim minh
dau nhéi; hon bao gid hét, n6 mudén 6m em vao long, hon 1&én doi
ma 14m lem hoi thdi d6. Thing Ban chay lai ban thd ba, 16i trong
hoc mot cay kim dai va sgi diy cude né thudng dung thd diéu véi
tui tré trong xém. Con bé quan sdt tifng ctf chi vung vé clia em,
nudc mit cf mudn trao tudn ra. N6 lai bén thing Bin, cAim chiéc
dép 1én, khd s& dam tirng miii kim nhtc nhdi.

Chgt c6 ti€ng ai d6 ngoai sin xAm xi, n6é voi chay ra mé cira.
Tru6c mit né 1a hai gi dan 6ng to cao, mic bo d6 tiy mau vang
chdy. Mot gi cAm trén tay cdi nén vuong vin, bén trén c¢6 gin
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ngdi sao 1ap ldnh. Con bé sg hai nép vao bén trong, mién man
nhé lai nhitng gi né da 1am hom nay. Thing Ban ciing chay lai
bén chi, 4p ting hdi:

— Sao cong an t6i nha minh chi vay?

Ong Hoai nghe thiing Ban héi, 10m cdm gugng ngdi day. mot ga
dan ong tién tGi bén giudng, dua tay phe phay trudc miii.

— Cu Hoai 1a bd chi Huong phdi khong?

R6i khong dgi 6ng trd 151, gd néi tiép:

— Cb 4y ganh rau vé thi bi xe hang dung. X4c con d€ ngoai
tram y t€ ctia phudng, cu ra ma nhan.

C6 ti€ng ri kinh hoang trong dém khuya thanh ving. Anh
tring mJ 4o chi€u xudéng khuén mit nhgt nhat ctia dng Hoai, moi
6ng map mdy nhu mudn néi diéu gi, mit trirng tritng nhin vao
khodng khong gian truc mit. thiing Ban chay theo, niu 14y tay
clia mdt trong hai ga:

— Chu, chu di chd, thiét hong, thi¢t hdong?

Ga dan 6ng hat manh cédnh tay, thing Bin té nhdo ra phia sau
&m tc. Poan, hin quay sang nat 16n:

— Tui tao gidn mit may 2, lo ra ma dem ma may vé. May lam
cdi qudi gi ma hoi rinh vay hdng biét?

Thing BAn nim dai ngoai ctra, khc 16¢ goi m4 oi lién hdi. Con
bé chay dén, dm chim 1ay em. Tirng con gi6 dong thdi vé lanh budt
hat vao hai chi em n6. P&m van dn troi theo dong chuyén héa clia
vil try, 4nh trang 1énh ldng trén con dudng dat dai hun hdt, va lunh
linh chi€u xuéng chd chiing ngdi. Thing bé co ngudi, ric vao bén
chi, ti€ng khéc thiit thit by gi im bit. Con bé khong khéc, né vin
ngdi d6, 6m thing Bin chit ciing vao long. Ong Hoai 14n md dén
bén chiing, bap be khéc khong thanh ti€ng. NuSc mit 6ng da can,
mdi 6ng di khd truGe nhitng khd dau nghiét ngd ctia xa hoi. Ong
run rdy v6 nhe 1én vai con bé, né nguéc déi mit kho rdo nhin
1én. Ong Hoai gidt minh, 1ui vé phia sau; trong d6i mit siu thim
&y dnh 1én mdt ndi han thu, sing quic trong man dém day dic.
Mbi con bé cén that chit vio nhau. Va tf trong khée mdi, mot
dong mdu dé chdy nhé nhe xudng cim nhu dong ddi cla hai dia
tré thd vat va. O
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DOI GIAY VA TAM VAN
N.C.H
Tdng cho cdc em bé tan tdt trén qué huong toi.

* Gidi nhi

om nay 14 ngay sinh nhat ctia Tudn, tuy mdi 14 tudi

nhung Tudn di tr§ ma cao tdng ngdng, nhd cudc sdng

vit chdt ddy dd. Gia dinh Tudn tuy khéng gidu c6
nhung cling thudc vao hang khd gid, cd nhin cdch dn mic cda
Tudn 12 dd biét, va lai b6 me Tuin nudng chiéu con, nén Tuin
ching thi€u thi gi.

Ca nha t& tyu dong dd, ai ndy in udng cudi dua vui vé, dng
ba ndi ngoai, cd béc, ai ciing c6 qua cho Tuan. Tudn md nhitng g6i
qua by, diy dp nhitng thit dd choi dién t¥, quin 40 mua tif nhitng
ctra hang 16n, nhitng nhin hiéu ndi ti€ng va toan nhitng thit Tuin
dd c6 qud nhiéu. Me Tudn da phai mat cd budi chiéu di tim mua
cho Tudn mot d6i gidy sneakers hiéu Nike, vi Tuin da hi hi cho me
bi€t TuAn mudn gi 1am qua sinh nhit cho minh. Biét Tuan hay kén
chon, nén Lan da phai d&n nhitng tiém gidy thé thao ndi ti€ng nhur:
Sportmart, Foot Lockers tim Iwa cho con. Nang ching thiy c6 gi
khdc nhau may ma gi4 ca thi lai khdc nhau xa. C6 nhitng doi gid cd
trim ddng, Hung chdng nang ciing c6 cd dong gidy thé thao nhung
anh diau c6 mua d6i nao qud 30 dong! B6p bung 1im, Lan mua
cho con dbi gidy Nike Air Huarache gid 68 dong, ning nhi thAm:
“Chic 1a cu Tudn sé& thich 1dm.”

Tuidn him hd béc mén qua clia me mua cho, Lan nhan thdy
trén khuén mit con mot sy vui thich ging gudgng, mot cdi cudi
mién cudng, mic diu Tudn di gio cao d6i gidy lén khoe, cling
véi may ti€ng “cdm on me”, Lan bi€t c6 mot cdi gi d6 1am con
khong vira y.
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T&i dén, sau khi moi sy da trd lai yén tinh nhu thudng 1€, Lan
héi con: “Tuén, con khong thich mén qua ctia me sa0?” Tuan trd 16
me: “Thich chi me” mot cach gugng ép. Lan gan hdi mai n6 mdi
n6i: “Thiing John ban con né méi mua ddi gidy Nike Air Max dep
14m, doi gidy me mua ciing dep nhung n6 da ra 1au roi, 6, 7 thiang
roi, con ddi gidy Air Max méi ra dang quing cdo trén T.V.” Lan
tuy rat khé chiu nhung khdng nd ming con, ching gi thi thing Tuin
cling ngoan ngodn, dé bdo, lai hoc hanh chim chi. Thoi thi tuy
khong néi ra, nhung Lan dinh bung m4Yy bita nita xem thiing Tuan
c6 di doi gidy d6 hay khong, n€u né di thi thdi, n€u né khong thi
nang s& dem d6i cho con vay.

Ca tudn 1€ troi qua ma thiing Tudn nhat dinh khong dung vao
ddi gidy mdi, bita nay rdnh & nha, Lan mang d6i gidy di ddi cho
con. Lan hdi ngudi ban hang vé ddi gidy Tuadn mudn, ning chéi véi
khi tha'y gid clia né 1a 129 ddng 95. Nghi t6i nghi lui nhiéu ban, din
do mai, Lan vira byc minh vira khé chiu véi con trong bung, nang
trd tién mua doi gidy cho con, 140 ddng 67 xu.

ko sk

Bau trdi ty nhién trd nén xdm xit, may den van vii tir diu kéo
dé&n. Co nhanh nhen chdng hai tay xudng dudng 1€t manh than hinh
trén tAim van dudc 16t vd xe hoi d€ 1am gidm bét di sy co sét clia
gach d4 16m nhém trén dudng. N6 nhim dé&n cdi thém xi-ming cao
clia cin nha c6 mdi che 16n dinh d€ tri mua, nhin gin vay th& ma
xa ghé. Hai bip tay cudn cudn nhitng gan ddy manh than minh vé
phia trudc, gan ¢d né gdng 1én nhu mot nha lyc si diing hét sitc luc
dé vé t6i dich, trude dich thd 13 con mua bat ngd ap tdi. Trong dau
n6 ldc nay chi lo ling khong bi€t 1am sao ban cho hét may coc vé
s6 chiéu nay. Ba ban banh kep, tuy odin trén vai mdt ganh ning
nhung van chay nhanh hon né, ba qua mit né mot cach dé dang,
ciing nhim d&n cin nha cé cdi mai hién d€ dut mua. Cip quang
génh vling va viing viing, nhiin nha nhiin nhdy trén bg vai gdy com
nhu mu6n tréu tic ba. Vira ldc di ngang qua Co, ba vap chi€c dép
vao canh tdm védn cda nd, chi€c quang gdnh nhu mudn quay ngang,
ba c6 ging 1im d& giit lai thing bing, cdi quang ganh danh manh
vao vai thiing co, ht thiing nhé nim quay 10, tim vdn bat ngang de
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1én d6i chin teo nhu que cti kho té liét cia Co. N6 dung cdi khuyu
tay d€ chong cdi té, chdi 1én mit dudng d4 1am rach mot dudng dai,
mdu chdy rong rong. C6 nhin dau, Co véi tay lugm lai may coc vé
sO ving tung toé bd ci vao cdi bao dung trudc nguc, ching nghi
gi dén than. Ong trdi nhu mudn thich thic tréu choc k& tan phé,
chgt d6 mua xudng 40 20. Ba hang banh kep d€ voi cdi quang gdnh
xudng, chay ra ntta khiéng nita kéo thiing Co vao thém he, ba xé
voi tAm khin lau mit, nhdim mot mé thudc ré trong boc, bing b
chd tray da cho Co, lam thiing nhd nghién ring nhin mit. B ming
khé& né: “Céi thing 6n dich, dd qué ma con khdng biét than, biét
minh chidm sao khong 16t sém di, dgi d&€n d8 mua rdi méi lo chay,
may lam cho tao cling w6t hét tron rdi.” Thing CO nhe ham ring
sin ra cudi: “Thoi di ba di, tui ma c6 chay dugc thi con lau ba mdi
dap quang gdnh ctia ba xudng dau tui duge.” Ba hang banh kep 14y
td&m khin vo vo cdi diu u6t chem nhep clia Co, rdi nhd nhe véi n6:
“May khong cin than, d& u6t mua binh chét nghe may.” Rdi ba gid
tay gd mot bao banh kep didi vao tay Co: “Né thiing on con, tao
dén cho miy d6.” Co ching néi ching ring, tay dua ra dén 14y bich
banh, miéng nhe ham ring sin ra cudi cudi.

& khu nay ai ma khong bi€t Co, c4i thing nhd con ba Sdu ban
banh canh & x6m trén, Cau Ong Lanh. N6 bi liét tir nho vi bénh té
bai, tuy hai chan khong x{t dung dudc nhung né nhanh le ghé 1im,
hai tay né thé& cho hai chén, tré con ai chdi gi n6 choi cdi ndy. Hoi
nhé khong bi€t & dau né c6 dugc cidp nang, chdng chay choi sudt
ngay, it nim sau né 16n xdc ra, cip nang tr§ nén ngin ngin, khong
xai dugc nita, nha thi nghéo, ching c6 tién mua mdt cip nang khic.
Ma né khong thé dit cip nang di dugc, cip nang da trd nén mot
phan than thé cla né, dinh lién v6i CO sau bao nhiéu nim, cip nang
da ty dong bién thanh ddi chan clia né. Nhin né chdng cip nang vira
ngin vira nhd téo teo nhu thiing hé khdng 156 cdi chi€c xe dd choi
con nit d€n ma tdi nghiép. Mii vé& sau nay & dau xém c6 dng Hai
thg mdc, nhin thdy né t6i nghiép, dng biét bd né di linh chét tran
khi n6 con nhd, hai me con Cd quin quyt v6i nhau bita déi bita no.
Bi me Cd c6 bénh lao, di lam mdt tuan nghi hai ba thang nén gia
dinh nhiéu khi rat ting thi€u (ngudi ta néi me CO vi ndi dau khd
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mat chdng nén mdi nhu thé).

V4 lai 6ng thay, nay thing Co cdi xdc n6 16n dai 1én r6i, chdng
nang hoai chiu gi ndi. Ong d€ danh ci budi trdi, déng cho né tim
véan, boc vai ny-lon cin than cho khdi do, rdi 6ng ra chg trdi mua
mot cdi vé xe hur vé cit ra 16t § dudi cho ém, con du 6ng cit cho né
mot doi gidy tay, d€ né chdng xudng dudng cho khdi dau, 6ng ciing
boc mdt mi€ng mit va mot sgi diy cot, vdy ma hai ban tay né chi
mot thdi gian sau da trd nén chai hon c4 d€ gidy nha binh nita. Lan
ddu tién n6 bé nang @€ tap tim vin ndy, n6 di khéc hét nudc mit
may ngay tréi. Nhung nhd ban tinh né chiu dung moi sy thiét thoi
da quen, né mau mdn hdi nhap vao cudc song mdi nay, cudc song
ma diu né c6 nging mit cao ddu lén cich may di ching nita, né
ciing chi bing tAm dit cdia thién ha.

Co “di” tu6t qua bén khu Chg Ché rdng ban cho hét coc vé s6
cudi cling, cdi khu nay bay gid tré thinh khu ban db k§ nghé, may
méc sam udt. Mdi 1an “di” ngang qua day, Co khong quén ngdi &
tudt dang xa nhin vé cdi tiém bén xe lin cii § diu dudng. CO uc ao
c6 dugc mot chiéc xe ldn cii, ma c6 1an né 1am gan baAm bung dé&n
gin nhin bdng gi4d diu biét ring ching ddi ndo né sim dugc. Gid
mot chi€c xe trung binh 1a 350 ngan déng (tuong duong véi 350 do
la), né thich nhit chi€c xe miu xanh réu, nhin that di. N6 ngim
cédi gh€& vira by vira sdu, dugc dit dit 1én d6, 4i cha, da phai biét.
Nha't 1a n€u né dugc ngdi trén chi€c xe lin thi it nhiéu gi né ciing c6
cdi tim nhin cao hon, tuy khong ngang tAm mit clia thién ha nhung
ciing khong qud thap kém nhu hién nay.

Cd 16t vé dé&n nha thi trdi dd xAm x4m, me Co di ban van chua
vé, n6 luc dudc chén com nguodi v6i miéng kho sic, in ngdu nghi€n
ngon lanh. Bdn mii ma ching hét vé s6, con tdi 9 tim, di dift gan
ntta tién 13i, khong bi€t me né c6 la né khong diy. An com xong
Co 1&t ra sau he, rita hét chén bdt soong ndi rdi ra trudc san trai
chi€u niim lin ra mdt cdch thong thd, mét lim dim thudng thic may
cAu vong c& vang lai tir bén hang x6m. N6 chgt thiy thuong me vo
cling, phdi chi né dirng bi tat nguyén, né sé di hoc réi di lam nudi
me, hodc it ra d6i chan né dugc binh thudng nhu ngudi ta, thi d6i
ba nim nita né ciing c6 thé di dap xich 16 muén d€ me n6 khoi phai
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budn thiing ban bung. Rdi né ngti thi€p di lic nao khong biét, trong
gidc md, né thdy trong 9 tAm vé s6 khong ban dugc, c6 mot tim
tring doc dic 40 triéu dong (tuong duong véi 4000 do la). N6 sé&
ddt me n6 di Nga Sdu dn mot bita mi no né, rdi sau d6 n6 sé dit me
n6 ra chg Sai Gon mua cho me mdt doi dép da di cho suéng chan,
ching 12 mdi khi me né kéo 1& ddi dép dit di ban vé&, né thudng bo
dé&n bép chan cho me, ddi ban chan kho, nit né vi sbi d4 trén dudng.
Me Cb ciing nhiéu khi than thd, gid gi ba c¢6 thé ddi cip chan ba
cho thiing Co, t6i nghiép cho thiing nhd, c6 hai ban chan ma cd doi
khong bao gid biét cdi cdm gidc mang doi gidy mdi ra sao! Sim
stta chdn, CO va me ciing con du tién d€ md mot sap hang & chg
Bé&n Thanh budn bin, d3 khd cho than ba, va nd s& sim cho minh
mot sap vé s6 ngdi mot chd thay vi phdi 16t di cling trdi khdp xém.
Nhiéu khi phai 16t qua nhitng khu dd ddy ban thiu, nhitng chd dan
ti x@ thién ha, fa by déi ba, ngudi di dudng & trén cao kia con
phdi bit miii buéc mau, thin né dudi nay chi c6 hai tay thay th&
dobi chan, chﬁng coOn tay bit mii, lai 16t di mot cach chim chap,
biét than thd vao dau!

Ba Sdu di ban vé, thdy thiing con nim trd ron ra ngd, dua tay
dinh lay con ddy, ba dung vao ngudi thing nhd, né néng nhu i,
ba bat den thi vira lic Co nhém day: “Me mdi vé ti, ban hom nay
ra sao me?” “E qua CO oi, con géc tu ndi, chic hom nay hai me
con minh phéi an trif com qué.” Co néi véi me: “HOm nay con ciing
khong bdn hét vé s6, con t6i 9 tdm 1an.” Ba Sdu quay qua dinh
ming Co may cau vé cdi tat 1am bi€ng khong chiu khé nai ban cho
hét vé s0, chgt dusi anh dén dudng md md, ba thiy clii chd tay con
con cudn miéng gié dinh miy bét mdu kho, ba ngung lai dugc va
héi con: “Tay may sao vy Co?” “Oi, ¢6 gi ddu me, bi ba Tam banh
kep dén cho mdt quang gdnh té b3 nhio, trdy da chit dinh thoi me!”
Ty nhién mot ¥ nghi chgt 1oé 1én trong 6¢ ba, “C4i tay thing Co
ma bi nhiém ddc c6 ménh hé ndo,” ba khong ddm nghi thém, voi
b4o con: “Thdi don com in buong cho xong, rdi hai me con minh ra
tiém thudc diu cAu mua cho may it vién thudc tru sinh, rdi sin d6
nhd dng y ta 6ng rifa gitim cdi vét thuong cho.” Co cudi gia 13: “Co
sao ddu me, cling 1im thi tui nhd trong x6m ddi tén con tir thing Co
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que ra thiing Co cut théi ché gi!”
ko sk

Tuédn vira di hoc vé d€n nha, thiy d6i gidly méi me d€ trén
counter, hi hiing nhdy 1én miéng khong ngét: “Cdm on me, cdm
on me.” Lan mudn tién ddy day cho con mdt bai hoc, nhung thdy
vé vui tudi va sung sudng trén khudén mait con, nang lai thoi.
Nang ty nhii: “Mién 12 né ngoan ngodn, chim chi, ving 13i thi
cling dugc.”

Tudn mang do6i gidy méi di hoc mdi ngay. Mdi lan di vé,
Tuén chiii cdn than va @€ ddi gidy 1én cdi hoc td trén cling, nhung
chi hon thdng sau, Lan di thiy con dé€ d6i gidy lin 16¢c chung
v6i ddm gidy cii ngodi clra. Poi gidy bay gid nhin ciing ching
khdc cdc do6i gidy ré tién khdc 1a bao nhiéu. Ty nhién Lan thd
dai va chép miéng mot cdch vo y thifc, dinh bung s& vé la cho
thiing Tudn mot trin.

ko sk

Sai gon dao nay chiéu nado ciing mwa, Co da 14y bét vé s6 rdi
ma ddi khi ban vin khong hét. Nhitng ngay trudc khi s&, ¢6 khi né la
ca dén khuya méi vé. Ba Sau nhiéu 1an 4i ngai khong mudn thing
Co vAt v& qud. Ba néi ma n6 c6 nghe ba dau, né chi ¢c6 mot luan
diéu duy nhat: “C6 100 tAm gidy sd chd nhiéu nhd gi ddu me, con
nhe hon mot 6 banh canh nita ma. Con rdng bdn thém it vé so thi
me khéi phdi gdnh qué ning.”

Co hdom nay may min khéc thudng, né ban duge cho may ngudi
mua cé cip, thing nhé chay di 14y thém vé mdy 1an, vay 12 hom
nay Co ban dugc 200 tim vé sd, ki€m duge 10 ngan, nhiéu hon gip
ddi ngay thuong. N6 dinh bung 14t vé ghé ngang Chg Cii, mua cho
me né doi dép mdi di cho suéng chan, nhiéu 1im 1a chi do 3 ngan,
chic me né mirng 1dm, 1au nay né thdy me né kéo 1& doi dép dit ma
t6i nghiép. Co cin than nhin ngang nhin doc trudc khi bing ngang
dudng, dao nay Sai Gon cip dién lién mién, c& thanh phd nhin nhu
mot bai tha ma khdng 18, dén ddu chdy It mi thdy ma chdn. Mdi 16t
qua dugc quéd nita dudng, chgt tit xa mot 4nh dén pha loé siang, ddo
qua ddo lai. Co gan c§ chong nhanh hon d€ mau dén dich, bung nhi
thidm: “Chdc lai may cha n6i nhau xin rdi ché con ai.” Anh dén chgt
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ti€n d&én nhanh mot cdch khong ngd, Co hot hodng, nhw mot chi
nai td bi thit thin ding tro ra dudi 4nh dén thg sin, Co ngdi chét
tran chd sd phan. Ngudi tai x€ Honda dam thing vio Co ddnh rim
ma van chua bi€t minh dung phai vat gi. Xdc Co bay hdng I1én cao
trong mot trang thdi 10 Itng hdi 1au trudc khi dap vao bic tudng
nha bén dudng. TAm vdn giy ndt dudi sic niing cda chiéc xe gin
mdy, canh d6 niim chd vo chiéc gidy ving ra khéi tay Co, chdng céi
gong 1én nhu mot dau tich cay nghiét cla sy bat cong & doi. Mdu tr
miéng Co trin ra, ddi mit m§ tritng triing, & trong d6 c6 khi me Co
con c6 thé thay dude hinh dnh mot ddi dép méi Co dinh mua cho
ba. Cho d&n ché&t Co vin ching ddm uSc md dén chi€c xe lin cil.
Phdi ma né dugc ngdi trén xe lin thi c6 thé ngudi ta da thdy né ma
trdnh. Lan dAu tién trong d5i CO mdi cdm thdy dugc cdi cAm gidc
nhe nhang ctia thian xdc dudi doi ban chan.

Ngudi ta chd xdc né vao nha thuong 1am céc thi thi tuc. Ngudi
y td moi méc moi thit trong tdi trén tdi dudi cda CO, thiy trong céi
bao & trudc nguc c6 mot sd tién, trong tdi 4o lai c6 xap gidy 3 ngan
x&p gon gh&. Cd y td cAm hai mén tién trong tay ching hiéu gi, suy
nghi gidy l4t, c6 x&p chung tit c vao lam mot, 1di cd kéo thing hai
chan cong queo 6m tong 6m teo clia thiing nhd ra cho ngay ngin.
Lan da nhin nheo den sam nidng mua cda thiing Cd khong lam cho
¢ ngac nhién, nhung c6 khong hiéu tai sao da ban chan cia n6 lai
mém mai dudc dén nhu thé.

ko sk

Trong cudc song thudng nhat cla ching ta, da bao nhiéu l1an
chiing ta phi pham tién clia trong khi chung quanh c4 triéu ngudi
dang d6i khdt va thi€u thon. Chiing ta dd quén di riing ching ta phai
biét chia sé cho nhitng ngudi anh em nghéo d6i khon khd khic trong
ddi s6ng hay sao? Tai sao mot ngudi con c& mdt doi chan lanh lin
lai c6 thé than phién vé d6i gidy di dudi chan nhin khong dugc dep?
Thé con nhitng con ngudi khong c6 duge ngay cid mot doi chan dé
di thi sao? Tai sao mot ngudi c6 th€ phung phi bd ra hon mot
trim déng bac mua cho con mot doi gidy dé dién, trong khi c6
nhitng ké dau khS nhu Co khong c6 ndi 300 ddng d€ mua mot
chi€c xe lin 1am phuong tién di lai, va nhat 1a d€ giit thé dién va
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tu cdch clia mot con ngudi, khi cudc sdng clia ho, ciing nhu Co,
diu cho c¢6 nging mit cao ddu 1én may di ching nita, né ciing chi
ngang tim dit cda thién ha.

Lai nifa, trach nhiém ndy phai dd 1&én diu nhitng ngudi dugc
goi 1a nhitng nha lanh dao cda qudc gia. Vi tham vong ddc tai, tham
vong bao quyén c4 nhdn ma ho di khong ngai dem cd mot qué
huong viii xudng hd sdu tim t6i. Ching ta phdi x& ho ra sao? To6i 161
nay dit cho nudc clia cd mot giong sdng ciing ching rira cho sach.
Lich st s& 1én 4n ho. Chi tdi nghiép cho nhitng th€ hé tré kém may
min trén dat nudc toi. Nhung thé nao roi cling c6 mot ngdy, mot
ngay ma tuong lai dat nudc s& dudc dit trong tay clia nhitng ngudi
thyc sy 1a nhitng nha lanh dao cda qué huong. O
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CANH HAI AU

T6' Tém

* Gidi bon

hi€c mdy bay chay ri 1 trén dudng bing rdi chao cdnh
viit 1én khong trung. Thanh phd Sai Gon chi con nhd
xiu, 16 m& sau ddm may. T6i cdi nit an toan, thd gh&
thdp xuéng va nim cudn minh vao gh&. Nudc mit min min by
moi. Toi di khéc lic ndo khdng hay. Chiéu dii vién bit diu phuc
vu khin lau va nuéc udng cho hanh khich. Toi 4p chi€c khin udp
lanh vao mit d€ nghe sy rung dong cia tirng t€ bao trong da thit.
T6i ndi véi chiéu dai vién:
— Lam on cho t6i mét ly rugu.
Co chiéu dii vién sg nghe 10n nén ghé sat vao toi hdi lai:
— Xin 16i, c6 mudn cdi gi?
— Lam on cho t6i mdt ly rugu. — T6i nhic lai.
C6 chiéu dii vién nhin tdi véi d6i mit cé nhiéu ddu héi. Toi
16 m& hiéu dugc co ta dang nghi gi vé tdi. C6 thé co ta dang nghi
thdm: “Mdt con bé ma ciing doi uéng rugu.” Nghiéng mdi dau, cd
ta héi tdi v6i mot giong hét stic nhe nhang:
— C6 mu6n loai rudu nao? Chiing tdi c6 Remy Martin, Wisky,
va Couvisier.
C6 ta néi ti€ng My con pha Am diéu ciia ngudi Trung Qudc
nghe hay hay. T6i n6i dai:
— Remy Martin.
Toi khong biét cdc thit rugu, cling nhu chua bao gidh nhap rugu.
Nhung bay gid t6i mudn c6 mot ly rudu thit ding, that cay udng
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vao dé tim mot gidc ngl. P& ngudi quén bao hién thyc trude mit.
T6i da tron chay. Phéi, toi trén chay nhu con thd hoang mang vét
thuong clia ngudi thg sin trén lung chay trén vao rimg. C6 toi
ddng ngdt. Bao hinh 4nh da qua cd da vé x8i vao tim toi dau
nhéi. Dong sudi nudc mit trin qua god md, bi tAim khin thAm kho
di. Mot dong khdc chdy ngudc vé tim nhitc nhdi. C6 chiéu dii
vién trd lai v6i ly rugu mau tim lodng trén tay. Mui thom cay
ndng phang phat nhu miii huong ctia mot loai hoa ky bi tai vuong
qudc xa xdi ndo do.

— bPay, rugu cha c6 day.

Trao ly rugu cho t6i, c6 chi€u dai vién nhin tdi v6i dnh mat
thong cam:

— Né&u can gi thi ¢d cf nhan nit nay nhé, ching tdi s& c6
mit dé gitp co.

Tbdi cam on cd chiéu dai vién tot bung rdi doc ly rugu vao cd.
Rugu cay, ndng lam t6i ho sic sua. Mit néng birng birng, ngudi néng
ran. Ong khéch ddng hanh ngéi bén lich sy hdi toi:

— C0 c6 sao khong" C6 can thém gidy lau tdi goi gitip cho.

To6i 14c ddu réi ti€p tuc hic hic ho. Ong ta nhin t6i mim
cudi roi néi tiép:

— C6 chua u6ng rugu 1an nao a? Udng rudu thi phdi udng
tf tr md&i nham nhdp dudc mii vi thom ngon cla né chi! Ai lai
nhu ¢d, cif doc tudt vao miéng nhu vay. Lay chda! Tdi con chua
ddm, hudng hd gi 1a co.

Ngudi déng hanh 1im 15i dinh néi thém nita nhung thdy toi
khong u hit ti€ng nao danh thoi. Tai toi lung buing, mit 8 dom dém.
Dé€ cdi ly v6i chiit rudu con lai xudng bé ké trudc mit, t6i chéch
chodng xoai minh vao gh&. Chat rugu cay ndng khi€n tdi c6 cdm
gidc nhu bi ddy choi vai giita khong trung. Rdi n6 lai kéo toi vé véi
mot géc phd quen, hdi hd bude chan ngudi, ti€ng cdi xe inh 8i, bui
dudng bay 1én khi mot chi€c xe qua....

shesteskeskosk

Trdi oi, bé Ha, con cla di toi, ding ngudi gdy gay, hai tay niu
vao hang rao & phi trudng nhin t6i. D6i mit em diu dit budn dang
tha roi tiing giot nudc mit. Po6i vai gy nhu gdy hon, nho 1én trong
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lan vdi méng. Bé Ha nhin tiéu tuy qua! Khon khd qua! Cdi sic song
clia dita con gdi dang & tudi thanh xuén, cia mot thi€u nif co rim
lai, chi con dong lai trong d6i mit to den mugt nhu hd thu. Bé Ha
c6 cip mit dep nhung budn. P6 1a chiit gia tai em dudc thira hudng
& me 10, di hai clia em. Bé Ha ldc nao ciing thich &m may con biip
bé, théu thiia hoiic may vd cho bip bé. Tdi khong vay. Sudt ngy
toi cif 16ng bong ngoai dudng véi ddm con trai, hét chdi bin bi roi
choi ddnh ddo. Nhiéu lic me nhin t6i 1ic diu:

— Con chi 12 con gdi khi nao con ngdi vao choi piano. Con
ngoai ra, con 12 mot thiing con trai khong hon khong kém. T6i khong
thich nhitng trd chdi con gdi. N6 nham chdn budn thiu. Mt chiit
lang man cda con gdi dong lai trong t6i d6 1a t6i mé choi piano. Qua
am thanh diu dit cla ti€ng dan, toi thd hon rong chai khdp chon.
MOi cung bic clia mdi ndt nhac dua t6i d€n mot ndi riéng. C6 khi
thi mot géc phd dong vui nhon nhip, khi thi moét mién ddng qué tinh
ldng va c6 khi la mdt binh nguyén bao la...

Ba t6i va dugng Tu di cdi tao. Me va di Tu dit con cdi vé nuong
tua ngdi nha cda ngoai. Hai chi em cling buon ban ki€m mié€ng com
manh 4o cho con va nudi chdng di cdi tao. Me va di Tu rit giong
nhau nhung me c6 phan sic sdo hon bdi nudc da tring va d6i mat
to den huyén pha chit budn u &n. Me va di Tu rat thuong nhau. Tir
khi ngoai mat, hai chi em nhu thuong mén nhau hon. Tdi chua nghe
hai ngudi ning ti€ng vdi nhau bao gid. Hai dita con di Tu 12 bé Ha
nhd hon t6i bon tudi va cu Kha nhd hon t6i nim tudi. Bé Ha rat dep
véi nude da tring, ddng ngudi thanh manh va d6i mit thira hudng
ctia me tdi. Cu Kha mic bénh bam sinh, ldc nao cling ¢t cudi cudi
khong chii dich. Déi ldc t6i thay rdn rgn. DAu sao, chiing i ciing
c6 mdt viing trdi tudi tho rat dep. T6i gom gép moi trd chdi clia
1ii tré trong khu phd vé bay lai cho bé Ha va cu Kha. Khodnh sin
nhd trudc nha duge khoét nhitng 16 nhé tron tron dé chdi bin bi hay
nhitng khoanh tron d€ choi ddnh d4do. Bé Ha day t6i théu chi&c khin
tay nho nhé dé ting me... Nhitng ngay thang ém dém 4y bdng bi
ngit quang bdi mot ngay di Tu nhan dugc mot tin sét ddnh: dugng
Tu da trit hoi thd cudi cling trong trai cdi tao § Ham Tan, sau hai
muoi ngay bi bi€t giam va bi danh ddp vi da sdng tdc mot bai thd.
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Di Tu vat va trén giudng. Ngudi di da gdy nay lai cang kho dét lai.
Toi nghiép bé Ha. bé chui vao ket clta ngdi khéc mot minh. Bé
khéc cho mot sy mat mat qud 16n lao. Khéc cho chit mo u6e tAm
thudng clia mot ngay dudc ngdi trong 1ong ba bi danh mat. Toi 16
em ra tir géc ket clra, vd vé€ an Gi em nhung rdi tdi cling khéc. Toi
khéc thuong cho dugng toi phdi bé than ndi chdn ti ddy trong cdi
d6i, cdi nhuc nha & ché. Toi khéc thuong di téi géa bua, thuong hai
dra em bo vo mat bd. Mot phiit nao d6, toi lai nghi d€n ba toi roi
ring minh sg héi. Ba t6i cling con dang § trong mdt nha ti § tdn x&
Bic. Ngay vé xa thim thim...

Me tat tit hon vi lo hiang héa & chg, quang xuyé&n ludn phin
cda di Tu. Cu Kha vin khong bi€t gi, lic nao ciing nd nu cudi
ngu ngo trén guong mit din don. Bé Ha trd nén it néi hon. Céi
tudi 1én tim dang dudi budm hdi hoa clia em di phdi chiu dung
mot ndi dau qud 16n. Dau sao, t6i cling may min hon em 1a toi
con ¢6 ba trén doi...

Di Tu @8 bénh m4y nim lién. Di tidu tuy va gia som di. Ngay
ba toi tif trai cdi tao vé, di vui mirng cho gia dinh tdi sum hop roi
dém vé di tdi thin nim khéc rAm ric mot minh. Bé Ha cang 16n
cang xinh dep nhung d6i mit vin buén man mac. Ngay ba lam gidy
to di My, toi vui vi sé dugc dé€n mot dat nuSe tu do nhung budn
nhiéu vi phai xa Sai Gon. Xa cdi noi tudi hoa nién, trong d6 c6 di
Tu, cu Kha va bé Ha ddng yéu ctia toi. N6i budn biét ly chua t6i thi
phéi nhan 14y mot cdi budn khdc. C6 1& khong ké nao bat hanh hon
bé Ha Iic ndy! Sau may ndm vat v v6i con bénh, mdt ngay, di Tu
c6 nén con dau, nic 1én trong tay me:

— Chi nudi hai da nhd... dim em... t6i nghiép... md coi...
em khong thé...

N6i chura dit 161 di da trit 1an hoi thd cudi ciing d€ di tim gidc
ngl nghin thu. Trdi cudi thdng giéng se se lanh. Hai vai bé Ha nhu
co riim lai. Bé Ha khong khéc nhiéu nhu 1an ba em mat. Chi ¢6 doi
mit em di budn nay lai cang budn hon. N6 gom hét mot trdi bat
hanh, dén dau trong d6. Nhin mit em rdo hodnh nhung t6i bi€t 1a em
dang khéc. Tim em dang quiin quai rf mdu. T6i d6m bé Ha vao long.
Oi, t6i phai 1am gi ddy cho bé Ha? Mot mai kia khi dd & My toi sé...
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Tb6i vé& mot gidc mo tuong lai trong dau...
skskoskoskosk

Anh mit em! Vang, khong bao gi5 t6i quén dudc dnh budn co
liéu trong d6i mit Ay. Biét ly! N&i budn vinh hiing cia nhan loai. Bé
Ha ding d6, doi tay gdy bam viu vao hang rao chin ngoai phong
ddi clia san bay. Me thé dai trong 1an nudc mit:

— T6i nghiép bé Ha. N6 don doc qud!

T6i ring minh. Chi€u nay sau khi rdi phi trudng vé nha, bé
Ha sé& chi ¢c6 mot minh véi cidn nha lanh. Cu Kha da duge gdi vao
trudng clia nhifng ngudi tan tat clia thanh phd.

Hinh 4nh bé Ha va cu Kha khic khodi nhic nhd gia dinh t6i
gom tién g&i vé Viét Nam. Mdi nim ba ky, ba me géi tién vé dd
dé bé Ha in hoc, chi tiéu va déng tién trudng cho cu Kha. Ba me
khong con tré @€ tim nhitng cdng viéc cao ludng hon nén phai lam
ca dém vdi gid luong t6i thi€u § mot hang gdn nha. To6i di hoc
va nhin day thém piano vdo cudi tudn. Cudc song ct thong tha
troi qua. Me va toi thudng xuyén viét thu vé nhic nhd bé Ha lo
hoc, cham s6c cu Kha... Thu bé ha gdi lai chi c6 vai cdi véi vai
dong chit trén trang gidy.

— Nim nay bé Ha da hoc 16p 11. Ban bai vé r6i con lo cho cu
Kha nifa nén khong c6 thi gi¢ viét thu. — Me bdo vay.

T6i dugc mdt trudng university nhdn vao sau hai nam hoc
G college. Ba bdo toi:

— Hé nay con nén vé Viét Nam thim bé Ha va cu Kha
coi thtt tui né s6ng ra sao. Ba me khong vé dugc vi 1am hiang
khong thé nghi.

T6i nhdy 1én vi mirng. Ba lic ndo ciing dodn dugc tdi nghi gi
va mudn gi. Me khong néi gi. Chi c6 ddi mit me dnh 1én niém
vui va ngdn ngan nudc.

D6n t6i & phi trudng 12 bé Ha v6i mdi téc hét tém dudc sdy, chdi
keo 1&n that cao. Poi gidy den cao, hd gét nidp trong dng quan jean
rong nhung bé & ddu goi. Trong bon nim, bé Ha thay ddi rat nhiu
va cang ngay cang xinh dep. T6i n6i v6i Ha:

— Po6n chi ma 1am gi phai dn dién vy chi!

Ha ddp tinh queo:
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— An miic toi ra dudng 15 gip ban be thi qué chét!

Tbi vé lai cin nha xua gid c6 thém gia dinh ctia ngudi ba con
xa bén ngoai & CAn Thd 1én & chung véi Ha. Toi thdy cay cay &
mit. Ky tc ngay xua vut trd vé&. Bé Ha that cd don! Nhu mot céanh
hai au don ddc trén bién ving.

Tam va thay xong bo dd, tdi giuc bé Ha dwa dén thim cu Kha.
Ha ciing thay bo d6 khdc. Bay gid 1a cdi 40 ddm hoa tim, c& siu.
Chié&c xe Suzuki mau rugu chat rat hgp vdi bé Ha trong b d6 nay.
Tbi mitng cho bé Ha va hanh dién vdi chinh ban thin minh. S6 tién
ba me g&i vé, bé Ha di trang trdi di tién hoc. Con du sim thém
dugc chi€c xe, diu mdy VCR. Thanh phd Sai Gon ndo nhiét hon
bon nim vé trude liic tdi con & nha. Ngudi ta ra dudng dn mic sang
hon, tiéu tién nhiéu hon. Nhiéu chi€c xe hoi béng 16n chay qua,
bé Ha quay lai ndi vdi toi:

— Chi thd'y d6, ban em n6 di chdi biing xe hdi khong hd! Ba tui
né 6ng thi gidm déc cong ty X, 6ng thi trudng phong Y.

Toi ngit 10i:

— Lam sao ma Ha quen dudc véi ho?

Ha dap khong mot chiit do duy:

— Vi em khong dén ndi x4u.

Ha thay ddi rat nhiéu. To6i thdy c6 mdt chiit gi lanh lanh chay
doc xuong song. Thanh phd Sai Gon thay ddi rat nhanh. Nhiéu nha
cao tAng moc 1én. Tiém in, vil trudng cling moc 1én day diy. Pudng
phd xe c6 hdi hd dua nhau chay qua d€ lai 1an bui mit md hoa vao
khong khi. Nhung 1€ dudng, géc phd van con nhitng ngudi ban hang
rong v nhan nhdn k& dn may. Nhip thd Sai Gon héi hd. Téi cdm
tha'y tim minh ngdt ngat kh6 thd. Thim cu Kha xong, quay tré vé
nha, t6i ddnh mot gidc dai dén sdng.

Ti€ng né chuyén ri rAim trong nha lam tdi tinh gidc. Bé Ha
chay lai:

— Chj ngd ngon qu4!

N6i xong, chua kip cho t6i rita mat, Ha kéo toi ra, chi mot cau
con trai trac 18 tudi, mép lin phin rau. Qua cidch in mic toi bi€t
ciu con trai thuoc loai cong tif con nha mdi giau ndi & Sai Gon
Iic biy gidh. Ha gidi thidu:
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— Pay la Tan, ban trai em. Con day la chi Vy.

Tbi cudi gat dau chao Tan:

— Tan cling hoc cuing 16p véi Ha ha?

Tan 4p tng:

— Khong, nhung ma...

Ha cudp 10i:

— Tui em khong cuing chung 16p dau chi a.

Toi gat ddu ra vé da hiéu:

— {, thi ra khong ciing 16p nhung ciing trudng chit gi?

N6i xong toi di rita mit. TAn & choi thém mot chiit nita rdi
vé. Cau ta di chi€c xe rit sang. Loai xe Dream II ma héi xua
t0i md ciing khong thdy nita. Con lai hai chi em, t6i luc vali dua
qua cho Ha. T6i chd dgi nhitng ti€ng reo, ti€ng ho hét clia Ha
khi nhan qua nhu ldc nhd. Nhung khi xem qua hét cdc mén qua,
Ha hitng hd thd xubng:

— Em tudng chi s& mua cho em mdt bd vdy hoic cdi quin
jean that dién kia chit! C4i xe Dream II ctia TAn em ngdi véi may
bd d6 nay nham qu4!

T6i m& tron mit, miéng ha mot chit O tron vo. Ha tiép:

— Chi mua mdy tinh d€ lam gi? Em dau c6 xai téi. Con cdi tdi
xdch nay? O, @& em mang khi chay xe ciing dugc diy chi!

Tdi nghen ngao, giong buyc tic:

— Ha néi cdi gi vay. Ha cAn cdi mdy tinh ndy d€ gidi todn do.
Sang nim thi v6 Pai Hoc phai cin né d6 ma!

Ha nhin to6i:

— Em khong bao gid cin né dau! Em nghi hoc 1au rdi.

— HA&? C4i gi? — Toi sting sot hét 1én.

— Em nghi hoc tif nim ngodi 1an. Budn qud, may dita ban i di
chdi rdi nhau nhet. Pé&n trudng hoc em nghe thdy gidng ching hiu
i hét! Ndn qud, em nghf ludn! — Ha néi tinh bo.

Téi chodng vdng. Sy that 1a nhu vay u? Téi gin giong:

— Tai sao Ha khong bdo cho di hai bi€t 1a da nghi hoc?

— Né&u biét em nghi hoc thi di hai s& khong gdi tién vé nifa...

— “Bop!” May nghi hoc d€ di choi! May bd bich v6i may
dita dn choi 1éu 16ng! — Toi giang tay tdt cho HA mot cdi tat
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ndy lda va rit 1én.

Ha khong khéc. N6 ditng tran trdi nhin toi rdi giin giong:

— Chi dirng nghi minh diy dd rdi ¢6 thé hanh ha k& khac! Toi
khong cha. T6i khong me. T6i song nhd vao ké khdc. Bo chi tudng
G Sai Gon bay gid ¢6 ¢6 hoc 1a ¢6 viéc lam hd? Coi ho hoc xong ra
truong déu that nghiép ca 1di ra kia! Con ddm ban tdi khong can hoc
nhung ciing c6 viéc 1am hin hoi. Chi khinh ban t6i ha? Pugc! Py la
cudc song clia toi, t6i khdng mudn chi xen vao!

T6i bdi hodi 6m mit khéc rong. Ha—dita em bé bdng cua tdi
ngay ndo ddy u? To6i khong biét la ming hay dd danh gi Ha ldc
nay. Ha ditng day dit xe ra khdi ctra khong thém nhin t6i. Qud
mot gi khuya Ha méi vé, khénh khang dit xe vao nha, ngudi sic
mii bia. T6i h6t hodng chay lai d& nhung Ha ngin toi lai, mit
md to nhin t6i danh da:

— Téi khoéng nhd chi gidp ddu! Than tdi rdi rét trén coi
doi nay...

N6i chua xong Ha di d6 xoai xudng ghé rdi non thée non thio.
Téi linh quynh diu Ha vao giudng nim. Mot lic sau, c6 1& Ha di
ngd. Hoi thé pha déu déu trén cdnh mii thanh td. B mi hién hoa
khép lai that ngdy tho, binh thdn. T6i bd ra ngoai. Thanh phd van
thic. Ti€ng 16¢ cdc cha mot xe hi ti€u tr géc phd vong lai. Ti€ng
budc chan rd rdi clia nhitng ké lang thang khong nha. Ti€ng bdnh
xe nghiéng trén mit dudng... Sai Gon khdng bao gid ngd. Sai Gon
thitc ciing 4nh dén mau, tiéng nhac xap xinh cla céc vii trudng. O,
bé Ha ciing da budc ra tr mot vii trudng nao dé trong dém nay. Va
mili bia... Sai Gon da nhich tiing budc chan d€ di 1én nhung Sai Gon
ciing da vo tinh dap 1én manh ddi nhd bé, o lieu clia bé Ha. Roi
cudc ddi sé dua bé Ha di vé dau? Dong sdng ddi trim huéng. Biét
huéng nao phing ling dé di qua...

skskoskoskosk

— Nay, nay c6 bé! Day di!

Ong khich dong hanh lay vai t6i. Toi bing tinh gidc. T6i da
thi€p di rdt lau sau khi u6ng mot cdc rugu. Ong khach ddng hanh
dua tay quet nu6c mit con dong trén mi toi va néi:

— Rugu vao cd6 mo thdy gi ma khéc 16¢ dit vay? Nude mit
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hay con day nhé!

R6i ong ta chi vio khay dung phin thic dn cda tdi con dé
nguyén trén bé va néi tiép:

— Cb #n di cho khée ngudi. Thic dn & ddy cling khd 1im! Mdy
bay sip ddp xudng phi trudng Los Angeles roi day!

Tbi cudi cdm on ngudi ddng hanh 1im 15i nhung vui tinh rdi vao
restroom rita mit. Nhin qua tAm guong trén bon ria mit, tdi thay
mot con bé dau téc b xii, mit hoc hdc, mit sung mong dang nhin
t6i. Ty nhién 6i ring minh, ti€ng 1ong di hét 1én:

— Khong vé Viét Nam nita! Mic ké! Mic ké!

skesteskeskosk

V& nha t6i vlii dau vao ngd. C4 hai thdng sau toi cling chua
ngudi ngoai budn. Vira budn, vira gidn, vira thuong. Ba thif tron
lai thAnh mdt hdn hgp nhu mot thtt nhya lodng véi nhau khong
tach ra dugc. Me budn va khéc nhiéu. Ba trim ngam it néi. Toi
noi véi me:

— Hay 12 minh diing géi tién vé. Bi€t dau khong c6 tién thi
Ha sé& khong di choi nira.

Y ki€n clia t6i dwa ra khong may 1a hay nhung tam thdi ciing
dugc ba me chdp nhan vi khong con cdch ndo khdc. G6i ghém
chuyén budn cit vao ngin kin clia con tim, toi lao vao hoc bai cho
ky thi gitta kh6a. Me mdi bi nghi viéc. Thu nhap hiing thiang bi tut
xudng. Ba lo ling d&n lugt minh... T6i nhan thém hai chd day piano
dé chip va phin nao cho 15 hdng ctia sy thu nhip ctia gia dinh. Ba
me di c6 phan mét mdi vdi thdi gian. Nhung tdi ciing chua gitp
dudc gi bdi con dang di hoc.

Chiéu nay vira thi xong mon cudi cling, toi vdi chay vé& nha dé
dit me di shopping mua sim qua Christmas. Nha ving ling. Ba di
di 1am. C6 1& me di dao loanh quanh dau d6. Toi ngdi xudng ghé,
béc bitc thu trén ban ra doc. Gidy bdo diém thi MCAT clia tdi rat
khiém t&n nim trong trang gidy. Vay 12 xong mot ky thi. Vi s6 diém
it 8i 4y toi khong thé vao duge mot trudng y khoa nao. Con mot ky
thi MCAT dgt thd nhi trong ndm vao thdng tw nay. T6i phdi rdng hoc
ma thi lai. Nhung thi gig dadu? Toi phéi hoc bai § trudng, day piano,
hoc thi... U€ 0di ditng 1én, toi di vao phong. Ngang qua phong me,
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me dang nim vii mit vio gdi. To6i dla vao phong me.

— Me ¢i, me binh hd?

Me dua tay chi cdi thu trén ban thi thao:

— Con Ha gdi thu qua d6!

Nhin mit me mong nudc, toi vo 14y cdi thu va don dap hdi:

— N6 vi€t cdi gi hd me?

Tiéng me ddt quang:

— N6 néi néu khong géi tién vé thi né... sé... dem cu Kha
ra... khéi trudng.

R&i me nifc nd. Toi tha cdi thu lai xudng ban rdi ling ling bé ra
ngoai. Ti€ng me trong phong nifc nd tirng con:

— Con 0i, me c6 16i véi di Tu, me... khong chiam séc ... hai
dda nhd chu dédo... me, me thuong di Tu... me thuong con Ha,
thuong cu Kha,... me...

Tbi nghe c6 minh ding ngit. Ngdi xudng nghé, toi nhin ra ngoai
trdi. Ndng chiéu chua tit. Nira ving tring da nh 1én, trudn ra khoi
gdn may. Trdi trong xanh, cao voi voi nhung lanh. Cudc ddi dugc
lién k&t bdi md diy huy€t thong that tuyét diéu lam sao! N6 nhu
mot thi héa chdt mau nhiém ddnh tan mui vi cda doc t6 gian hon,
ich ky cla loai ngudi. Cudc séng phdi c6 ¢d ging, vi tha va che
chd. Téi ty cim vao ban tay. Phiit 4y t6i md thd'y béng mat gidng
dudng clia mot trudng dai hoc y khoa. T6i mo thdy mot sin trudng
trung hoc ngap vang hoa niing, c6 em 6i—bé Ha—dang thd budc
trong ta 40 dai tring nif sinh...

shesteskeskok

Sai Gon, ngay... thdng... nam....

... Chi Vy 0i! C6 1é chi van con gidn em, nhung em van viét thu
cho chi vi ngodi chi ra em khong con ai khdc. Tan da bé roi em dé
chay theo mot dita con gdi khdc. Em buén nhung khéng hdn chi q.
Bdi vi ngoai chiit nhan sdc ra em khéng cé mét thit gi cd. Hoc vin
ciing khong. Pia vi xd hdi cia gia dinh ciing khong. Ba em da vi
tiéng néi ty do ma bé than trong ti. Em lai bé hoc dé chay theo cdi
ham mudn ngong cudng, dua doi véi xa hoi ddang thiéu dét ma thién
ha ldm rang Iy tudng. Cdi tdt tai ciia chi hoi dy lam em titc t6i nhuc
nhd. Nhung sau nay nghi lgi, gid ba me con séng, hdn
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ba me ciing dd@ cho em nghin cdi tdt tai nhu thé! Em nhd hoadi,
liic &y chi gian dit nhu thé nao. P6 la chi thuong em, chi muén em
nén nguoi phdi khong hd chi? Em that c¢é 16i véi vong linh ba me.
Em c6 16i véi di dugng hai va véi chi. Bdy gio em phdi quay lai
truong dé tiép tuc hoc cho xong Trung hoc. Cdi bing Trung hoc
c6 khé 1dy khéng hé chi?....

Thu Ha g&i ngay sau ngay tdi di thi MCAT dgt hai trd vé. Toi
thd phao. Vay 12 con tim di thd ddu ra khdi 6 kén hiao nhodng
nhung nong can ctia minh. Ngoai trdi, vai cdnh chim bién dang
chao liéng. Vi em t6i—bé Ha—cdnh chim hdi 4u don doc da
tim thdy huéng. O
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