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DUGI BONG MQC LAN — UNDER SHADES OF MAGNOLIA

NHUNG LO TINH TRONG

TINH YEU_

Dinh Huong va Bdch tir phia bdi ddu
xe di vao, Huong ngac nhién khi thdy
dudi bong Moc Lan khdong c6 mét ai.

HUGONG: Ua, nhém ban ctia Huong di
dau hét 16i ca?

BACH: Vay dé anh ngdi diy chd
v6i Huong. Ma Huong ne, sidp t6i c6
long weekend, tui ban anh t3 chic di
cidm trai ba ngay, Huong di dudc phai
khong?

HUONG: (hao hing) Cim trai ha!
Huong thich di 1im d6. P& Huong hdi
nhd Tric cho muon cdi 1éu.

BACH: Khdi cdn Huong, anh di lo
dd 1éu va tdi ngd rdi, Huong chi can
mang d6 ding cd nhin cla Huong

theo thoi.

HUONG: (dé¢ dit) Y anh la...Huong
vdi anh...chung mot...1éu h3?

BACH: (thin nhién) Chit Huong muén
may 1éu.

HUONG: Théi, thoi, viy Huong khong
di dau.

BACH: Huong khong tin tudng anh 2?2
HUCONG: Khéng phii, ban clia anh,
Huong chi méi gip lan diu, Huong
khong mudn cé su ngd nhan hay di
nghi.

BACH: Théi thi anh chiu Huong. D&
anh héi lai xem c6 ¢d nao di mot
minh anh sé& g&i Huong vao chung 1éu,
nhung ma theo anh dugc biét thi ho
di c6 cap ca.

HUONG: Néu vay thi Huong khong
ddm htra.

Bdch dang dinh néi tiép thi nhém Viong

Lién, Thity Triic, va Ivy viva tdi noi.

TRUC: (chdm choc) Gi ma khong ddm
htra, hita dai di Huong.

HUONG: Miy ngudi thiét thdy ghét,
toan xdi by khong 1a. PE Huong giGi
thiéu ha. Nhd 14u c4 niy tén 12 Thiy
Tric, chi ndy 12 Vuong Lién, con diing
doé 1a Ivy.

BACH: (nhi nhin) Nghe Huong nhic
dén cdc chi hoai hdm nay méi c¢6 dip
gdp, qué 1a Huong néi khong sai.
LIEN: Khong hiéu ¢6 em tui lai néi
xAu gi nita day?

BACH: A khong, Hudng bio nhém tit
quy ctia Huong toan 1a hoa dep.
TRUC: Cho anh néi lai d6, Tric biét
nhé Huong khong néi nhu vay.
BACH: Ok, t6i thua, that ra Huong
n6i 1a nhém ti& quy cia Huong toan
12 hoa..khdng gi6ng bat ky loai hoa
nao. A, ma sao Tric lai biét Huong

noéi gi?

IVY: Tai anh khong biét thoi, tui ndy
khong coi trong vé dep bé ngoii nén
rat ghét ai khen minh dep.

BACH: (gt g)) Quéd ding 1a hoa
hi€m. (xem déng hd) Xin phép, Bach
phdi vao 16p, hen gip céc chi vao dip
khic vay.

HUONG, LIEN, TRUC, IVY: Gip anh
sau.

Doi Bdch di xa, Tric mdi quay sang
héi Huong

TRUC: Niy hai ngudi dang hta hen
chuyén gi vy, ké nghe dugc khong?
HUONG: Anh Bach rti di cdm trai, nhung
Huong chua trd 1i vi @nh doi ngli ¢6 mot
1éu ha, 1am sao ma Huong chiu.

TRUC: Ngi...1am sao ma khong chiu?

HUONG: Con nhé nay! K€ cho nghe
r6i con choc ngui ta. LAm sao Hudng



biét dudc ngd..lam sao, trdnh trudc
con hon.

IVY: Nhung nhu vy em thdy khong
dudc tién, cdi gi cling phdi mang gip
hai. Ma chi khong s¢ t8i c6 ngudi ndo
chui vao a?

HUONG: Chtt bo bay gid hay c6
chuyén dé x4y ra 1dm sao?

TRUC: Ai ma biét dugc, tranh trudc
con hon, ngd khoi khoi ki€u d6 bon
con trai lai tudng minh available-go-
ahead thi ddm cé dda choi liéu 14m,
c6 ngudi nim canh coi by yén tim
hon.

HUONG: Ngudi ta di nghi thi sao?

LIEN: Huong néi ciing c¢6 1y, minh
khong c6 ma thién ha nghi la cé

thi cling ket.

IVY: DPdi véi em chuyén ddy khong
quan trong, minh bi€t minh 13 dd réi
can gi ngudi ta.

HUONG: Théi chuyén d6 dé Huong
tinh sau. Ba ngudi hdi ndy di dau vay?
TRUC: Di
pregnancy test.

qua chg mua home

HUGNG: Cii gi?

LIEN: (1iy tir trong tdi xdch tay ra)
Dbing néi 12 em khong biét nhe, cdi
thit nay ne, dé thit xem minh c6 baby
hay khong dé ma.

HUGNG: Chi cin hd? Ma sao thiy chi
khong dudgc vui vay?

LIEN: Vui gi, dang lo ddy né, néu ma
c6 that thi khong biét tinh 1am sao.

HUGNG: Sao ky vay? Chi 14y chdng
may nim roi ma, c6 con 1a chuyén
ddang mung chd, sao lai lo?

LIEN: Chuyén c6 con 1a chuyén 16n,
dau phdi c6 chdng rdi thi mudn c6 con
lic nao thi c6 dau, con phai coi lai
van dé tai chdnh, chuyén hoc hanh cta
minh, cong viéc lam cla chdng nita
chit em. Mot khi ¢ con rdi cude song
vg chdng khong bao gid giong nhu lic
chua ¢6 con, muén sao 1a viy dau. Khi

minh chua sdn sang thi khong nén dem
dtta con vao ddi song clia minh.

IVY: Chi néi ding, c¢6 nhiéu ngudi
chua ready ma ci dé con, xong rdi
ching ai nuo6i hét vit ra dudng, hay
cho di lam con nudi, vdy thi @é lam gi,
toi ddra con nit.

TRUC: Béi viy mudn lam gi thi ciing
phai tinh cho ky.

HUONG: Tét hon hét 12 ding...dong
phong thi khéi phdi lo tdi.

LIEN: Thoi di cung, con ngudi chit ¢6
phdi séi dd ddu ma kéu khong dugc
dong.

HUGONG: Chi c6 chdng rdi thi ct tu
nhién, ai cAm dau.

TRUC: Sao ngd viy? N6i nhu Huong
c¢6 nghia la Trdc véi ban trai Tric
khong dudgc...tw nhién a.

HUGONG: Vay sao hai ngudi khong 13y
nhau cho hgp thifc héa chuyén d6 Iudn
di.

TRUC: Tién ddu ma lam ddm cudi?

HUONG: bii tiéc nhd thdi, lam rinh
rang chi cho ton.

TRUC: Lam con gdi ai ma ching
mudn cé ddm cudi 16n, con néu lam
nhé thi thdi khéi can ddm cudi ludn
cho tién, hai ngudi don vd & chung 1a
xong, con dd t6n hon.

HUONG: B6 me Tric chdp nhin hay
sao?

TRUC: B&i vay Tric chwa c6 lam,
nhung c¢6 mot s§ trudng hop chuyén
song chung 12 chuyén ddng 1am. Vi du
nhu hai ngudi di hoc xa ma lai & gan
nhau, ching 1& lai share phong & hai
ndi khic nhau, mdi thing ton tién nha,
tién dn gip doi a?

IVY: Chi Tridc néi cé ly, con room-
mate clia em mot tuan né ngli bén bd
n6é hét ba ngay, tuan nao c6 exam thi
n6é khdi vé ludon, mat thi gid. Nhung
ma cudi thing né vin phai chung tién
nha vi chd clia né diu c6 cho ai share
dugc dau.

LIEN: B&i v6i chi, ddm cudi chi ¢6 gid
tri hinh thitc ma thoi, ddu phéi cd cé
ddm cuéi 12 ¢6 hanh phic dau, khéi
cip quen nhau thi l1Au ma 14y nhau chi
dudc c6 vai ndm da rd dam, vay thi
chéng tha ding 14y, dé thi gio tim hiéu
nhau t&t hon.

HUONG: N&u d4 néi 12 quen nhau lau
tai sao lai c6 van dé khong di thi gid
tim hi€u nhau?

LIEN: C6 nhiéu ngudi chi tim hi€u bé
ngoai ma khong di sdu vao bé trong.
Dén khi song chung méi thdy rd dudc
con ngudi thit cda nhau, va rat dé
bi thdt vong khi thdy ngudi yéu ly
twdng cia minh bdng dung héa thanh
cd bé lo lem hay 1a hoang t& céc chi
trong vong mot thdi gian ngdn. Né&u
hai ngudi chua 14y nhau thi con dé citu
van tinh hinh, cht ma lﬁ’y nhau roi thi
cling coi nhu 1a déng hui chét thoi.

HUONG: Néu theo quan niém dé thi
nam nit bAy gid cit 16i nhau vao song
chung cho da, chdn lai chia tay, dau
c6 con y nghia cta tinh yéu dich thuc
dau.

IVY: Chi néi vay 1a sai 16i, ¢6 cdi khdc
nhau giita mot cip quen ba bon nim
r6i mdi sdng chung va mot cip chi méi
may thdng da song chung. Ai khon thi
phdi bié€t tinh cho k§, chit diu phdi ba
ngudi nao minh ciing tinh chuyén séng
chung dau.

HUONG: Chuyén tinh cdm biy gid
sao ma tinh k§ qud, gidng nhu chuyén
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budn bdn viy. P6i v6i Huong chi khi
nio khdng c6 toan tinh, khong c6 diéu

kién thi mdi 1a tinh yéu chan that.
TRUC: Ping, chuyén tinh cdm khong
phéi 1a chuyén budén bdn, nhung ma
12 chuyén diu tu. TAm chin tinh ctda
minh vi nhu 12 von lié€ng 1am dn vay,
phai chon ndi nio ddng tin cdy d€ ma
gdi gim chf n€u khong thi mit cd von
14n 15i cling khong chirng.

IVY:Theo chi thi chd ddng tin ciy 1a
nhu thé nao?

TRUC: C6 cudce s6ng 6n dinh.

HUONG: Viy mdt ngudi nghéo thi
khong dugce Tric duyét xét a?

TRUC: Bb thi duyét, chdng thi khong.
C6 nhiéu loai ngheéo. c6 ngudi ngheo
vi hoan cénh, ti nhu con phdi lo cho
gia dinh chua thé xay dung tuong lai
clia minh dugc. Nhung ciing ¢6 ngudi
ngheo vi ludi, cé stc ¢6 tai ma khong
chiu di lam. Hoac ngheo vi tiéu xai
hoang phi, 1am bao nhiéu tiéu bay
nhiéu, xdy dung gia dinh v6i nhiing
ngudi nhu vay dau cé ich gi.

LIEN: Mot ngudi yéu ly tudng thudng
thi khong phai 12 mot ngudi chdng 1y
tudng. Khi yéu con gédi thudng thich

ngudi yéu chiéu chudng minh, ting
hoa, ting nhac, vin vadn. Hay thich
nhitng chuyén lang mang tinh ti. Sau
khi 14y nhau rdi thi nhitng chuyén nay
tr§ thanh thi y&u, cdi quan trong la
tién nha hang thdng, tién bills, tién
insurance, tién d€ danh cho con cdi.
Cho nén minh cAn mot ngudi c6 dau
6c thuc té.

IVY: Nhung ma tinh tinh ngudi ta minh
dau c6 thé thay ddi dugc ha chi?

LIEN: Piing, bdi vay phai tinh trudc tir
diu. Néu can, phdi deal dang hoang.
Giong nhu liic chi quen véi anh Tung
chdng chi, ldc d6 cd hai déu con di
hoc, chi néi thing 13 chi khong cin
anh phdi tré nén giau cé trong mot vai
ngay, nhung nim ba nim nita khi chi
quyét dinh 14y chong thi dnh phai c6
cudc séng 6n dinh, néu khong chi bit
budc phéi chia tay.

HUONG: Yéu nhau cho da rdi chia
tay chi vi chuyén tai chdnh théi &, em
thdy khong ddng.

TRUC: Codon hon 1a 18y mot ngudi
khong biét lo d€ minh phai ganh hét ca
doi, thd hdi c6 hanh phic hay khong.
Nhung ma, néi cing cidi miéng vy
thdi, ngudi nao thit 1ong vSi minh

2 ~ ~ z: ~ N < x 2,
chang 1€ minh néi thé ma han van ct
y ra hay sao.

IVY: Céc chi lo nhiéu qud. Em thi c&t
tim hi€u mot thdi gian, hgp thi di tiép,
chtt ma ct tinh th€ thi € mat thoi.
HUGONG: U, néu ma Huong di yéu rdi
thi Huong chi biét dit hét tinh yéu clia
minh vio ngudi d6 ma thoi. Néu ngudi
d6 c6 di€ém nao khuyét thi minh cling
nén gidp ho trd nén t6t hon ch, ding
khong?

LIEN: P6! nhv viy 1a Huong c6 toan
tinh rdi do.

TRUC: Khong ai cdm Huong yéu mot
ngudi va chi mot ngudi ma thodi. Nhung
phai dit van dé 1a ngudi d6 c6 dang dé
minh yéu hay khong. Néu nhu minh da
cd ging hét siic @& xiy dung tinh yéu
v8i mot ngudi ma ho cd trd tro ra thi
minh ciing phdi tinh tdi chuyén tuong
lai riéng clia minh, chtt dau thé ty rang
budc cude sdéng minh vao cude sdng clia
ho. Khi hai ngudi khong ciing nhin vé
mdt hudng thi khong thé nao di chung
mot con dudng dudc, phai khong?

IVY: Em ciing nghi nhu vy, trong tinh
yéu khong nén gd bé nhau, néu thdy
khong xong thi nén chia tay sém Ia
hon, don't waste your time.

LIEN: N6i chung thi tinh yéu ciing nhu
chuyén binh xap x4m thoi. N&u cif nhim
mit ma binh theo ding bai ban thi &n
hay thua 12 chuyén hén xui. Con néu
minh ¢6 d& tim vio tinh dudng nay
nudc no, binh cach nao 1gi hon, thi tat
nhién ti 1& thing ctia minh phdi cao hon
roi. (nhin dong hd) Ma thoi, chi phai veé,
ndy chi goi cho anh Tung, anh con chua
bi€t chi c6 chuyén gi mu6n néi, theé nao
inh ciing vé& s6m hon binh thudng.

TRUC: Thoéi bye chi, good luck.

IVY: Yeah, good luck, plan carefully.
(quay sang Huong va Tric) Hai chi c6
mu6n vao thu vién khong?

HUONG, TRUC: Pi thi di.

QA



Ghet

Anh &y oi, bé ghét anh
Nhu con nit ghét dn com do ma
Nhue bé ghét cdy chdi cha

s

Moi lan me gidn....cdi... ma bé tiéu!

Anh &y oi, bé ghét anh

Nhu bé ghét lén trd bai, biét khong?

Co gido thi chdng cé thong

Hoém qua bé ban... long nhong ngoai duong
Thé ma coé chdng cé thuong

Con anh ngdi dé ma giwong mdt nhin

Bé nhdan nho, anh lam thinh

Ba gido dc qud, bé rinh ngbng vé (!)

Anh &y oi, bé ghét anh
Nhut téc ngdn ghét téc dai, biét chua?
Nhue bé ghét mdi budi trua

A

Anh cit nan ni doi dua bé ve

Anh néi thich mdi téc thé

Van viong trong gié 167 vé anh quén
Anh &y oi, bé ghét anh

Nhu bé ghét thu xanh gi anh trao

Loi tho qud dbi thanh tao

Mau mau bé gidu cho mau... me... ve!?!

Bang Lding

Mau Tim, Mau Xanh

Anh ciia nhé &, nhé chdng thich tim dau anh
Mau ciia nhé la mau ciia hdi duong xanh
Mau ciia bdu troi chita thdt nhiéu mo udc

Trong vii tru bao la c6 cd troi va dat

Nhu nhé va anh hién hitu giita dat troi...
Nh& thud hoc tro nhé hdi trdi mong toi
Pha thdt ddm dem lam mau myc viét.

Nhé thich déa tdm xudn mau tim xanh biéng biéc

Tim hoa ca diu mdt sdc ménh mong

Mau tim cdnh luc binh tréi néi & trén song...
Va cii ngd tim tinh yéu la bat diét...

Qua bao thdng nam dong doi tréi mdi miét
Nhé méi biét rdng tim chdng may mdn gi ddu

Tim la bdt ddu cho su chia tay va d6 vé...

Nhé gian tdm xudn Ba nhé trong trudc ngo
Hoa né ddn déu tim biéc quanh ndm

Me nhé bdo rdng hoa chdng may mdn dau anh
Vi gia dinh dd xdy ra nhiéu tai bién

Tir d6 loai tam xudn dd khong con xudt hién
Truéc ngé me dd tréng gian hoa gidy dé tuoi...

Tim hoa ca di diu mdt khdp muén noi

Nhung van khong may bang miti huong hoa budi...
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Mau tim trén song luc binh tréi noi

Nhut con nguoi tréi ndi khdp nhdn gian

Tim la mau ciia nhitng cdnh trdi ngang
, N N ~ A N e ~
Tim la mau ctia nhitng cudc tinh do vé...

Nhé chi muén mau ciia anh va nhé

L& mau xanh tén tai ciia dat troi

PE tinh minh nhu nudc ciia bién khoi

Pé tinh minh nhu bau troi xanh ngdt

Khoi Lam

Xugng Sugn Thi Bay

Nhe nhe théi em, kéo budm bay
Pirng di trén cé, kéo héo gdy
DPirng cudi I6n vé thiiy tinh ndng

Pirng chdp mdt voi dé suong lay...

Tinh sit hinh nhu chi doi cdu,
Xuong suon thit bdy chiéu nay sdu
Nghién muc chitng nhu c6 dong qud

Chung trong mdy tim nhat bay mau

Guiong van hitng ho trén tii phdn
Thodng thdy ta qua cé cudi vui?

Trdm lugc ndm yén trong trdp gé
Trdm huiong cé thodng chiit huong ngudi?
Em t6i xin ché hay hon déi

Xin hdy lam gdu trdng tron déng

Xin giot suwong budn thoi vicong mdt
Chiéu nay gdm nhdm chiéc xuong toi...
Nguyén Ngoc Quynh Thi

17 thdng giéng, 98
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CHIEC BONG o

bén

Chiéu nay, Ngoc Tuyén cam vao
binh bong em vai canh hoa dai vira
mdGi hai. N6 hay lam nhu thé lam,
bdi 1€ em hay buon khi khoéi lam
chiéu vura chgp tat. N6 bao: "Tu nay
em s€ la ngud1 ban ma chi mong dgi
nhé!" Em giat dau mim cudi. Moi khi
budc vao phong, moi em udp dim sic mau
ctia hoa tuci. Cin phong em ludn c6 mui huong
mdi la, ngat ngao.

Em ctf tudng chi c6 em méi yéu thich lodi hoa dai. Thé ma
trong ba nim hoc dai ding ding & Thi X4, em phat hién ra
mot g "khd" cling yéu thich loai hoa em yéu. Tung ngay
dén trudng, em hay dirng lai & nhitng ndi c6 hoa dai moc.
Tui ban phai rdt c¢8 vi réo goi va ludn buc doc trong nhitng
1an chd dgi dai ding ding.

LAn lién hoan cudi nim, 16p em t5 chiic di chdi xa. C& mot
dai doi kéo nhau qua Cu Lao An Thanh. C6 gido bit mdi
t6 di tim mdt mén qua lvu niém vo gid ma chia cho day
di moi ngudi trong 16p. TS em vira t6i vudn chom chom 12
khong ai bdo ai tréo 1én cAy ngdi khong thém xudéng. Em
khong thich chom chom 1dm, em di qua 1i€p vudn khdc tim
i chua. Trdi mia he, 8i con non, em tim hoai khong thay
3i chua. Chén nin qud, em cu di, di khong can dinh hudng.
Qua li€p khic, thdy cé khdc mau, em mon men dén gin thi
dung mit v6i anh "khd". Thit ra anh khong "khd", tai mdi
1an gidp em, anh chi nhéch moi chim chim. Lan diu tién
em thdy mdi anh md. "Dung tim dugc gi roi?" Em bat cudi
khic khich va anh ciing cudi theo. Trudc miat em la mot
con ngudi hoan toan xa la, khong phai ga "khg" ma la mot
con ngudi cAn phdi dé phong. Em bit dau s¢ ti€p xiic véi
anh. Em le budc bd di trong khi anh dang lom khom tim
ki€m, cdi gi &6 em khong r5. Anh khap khénh th doc chay
theo em va chia tay ra canh hoa dai:

"Dung nghi sao?" Ciing lai 12 cAu héi. Em phdt ghét anh,
nhung nu cudi hién hau khéo diém trén moi anh pha tan di
¥ nghi xau xa vé ngudi d6i dién.

Hom 4y, co gido rAt hai long v6i phin qua ma em va
anh mang vé. Liic chia tay & bén do, anh cim vao gid

xe em mdt nhanh hoa véi 18i nhin: "Xin cho em mai dai
khd nhur lodi hoa 4y."



Qua hét nhitng thdng he, anh phii ra
Ha No6i hoc. Em bang khudng chua ro
diéu gi sip x4y ra. Em chd dgi ngay
chia tay v6i anh. Anh khong hen em
ra di chdi nhu em nghi. Anh ldng 1€ ra
di 4&m thadm, va em ct chd dgi nhu mot
em bé tho mong dgi dnh traing dém ba
muoi. Rdi nhitng hon ddi, trach méc,
em sut sii 6m theo gidc md. Sdng ra,
mit em bi 10a bdi nhitng mau sic clia
d6a hoa tuci canh minh. Em chgt hiéu:
Em khong bi bd rdi, anh khong quén,
va anh vin nhd loai hoa dai.

o00o

Mot budi chiéu he, ning dang tit din
trén ngon ciy. Em roi khéi trudng, nhu
da hen, em ctr chdm chap khong chit
vdi v dén sin ga dén anh. Khdng biét
anh lic d6 nghi nhu thé nao. Riéng em,
em khong thiy 10ng nao nao nhu nim
nao. Con dudng, hang cay quen thudc
vdi em ciing trAm ling theo ti€ng thd
déu din ctia mot con tim khong buing
khuang khi sdp gip lai ngudi ban xua.
Em rit chu ddo chon cho minh chiéc
40, cdi kep, va 6m 4p rat nhiéu hinh
anh dep em tudng tugng sé& xdy ra khi
tién anh ra Ha Noi hoc. P6 14 em, co
gdi nim xwa. Mot 1an bi€t chd ddi,
hy vong. Anh khong dé&n, tit cd mat
din theo giot mua dau dvi. Nhitng d6a
hoa dai em vain thudng xuyén nhén
dugc véi vai 101 thuong nhd. Nhung nd
khong du stc thu hit mot cd gdi trong
tu6i mong md chap nhan nim trong v
dc, dé giit gin mot hinh dnh xa mg,
tudng chirng nhu khong bao gis gip
lai. Quanh em c6 biét bao sy cdm dd
va quyén rii. Em vAn don doc trén 16i
v&, t minh ngit cho minh nhitng cdnh
hoa dai khong tén. Thdi gian lam cho
em quen din vdi cudc s6ng nhu vay.
Em quén hin vé anh va quén nhiing
cdnh hoa dai trong gié xe dgi chd mdi
chiéu tan hoc. V6i em, n6 da qué lau
d€ ma nhdc lai. Con anh, chic anh c&t
muong tugng nhu méi con hom qua?

San ga ving vé. Moi hanh khich déu
da c6 ngudi thin dén dén. Con lai mot
minh anh ngdi d6 suy tu, lo ling, va

tim ki€m mot ngudi quen. Len qua cdc
hanh lang, em di nhanh hon, s¢ ngudi
gdc cdng khép cita lai. Em tham trach
minh hoi chim tré. Trong nha ga 4nh
sdng 15 mS, em phai do dim di qua
ting nic thang. Khi dé€n nic thang cudi
cling, em thiy anh ditng diy huéng vé
phia em di mirng r8. Em chdm budc
lai, nhin anh khong xdc cdm. Lau 1&m
r6i anh nhi! Anh thay d6i nhiéu. Anh
cao qud. Anh I6n qua. Em di bén anh
nhu mot dia tré thd. Anh thi ludng
cudng khong biét phdi n6i v6i em diéu
gi. Thinh thodng nhin em nhu mudén
néi roi lai khong.

Pua anh vé nha em, nhu mot ngudi
ban mdi quen, em khong sidp dit s&n
diéu gi. Anh khong chiit hon trdch, vin
vui vé thao thao ké chuyén vé anh. An
com xong, anh lai gianh khong cho em
ria chén. "My Dung diing rira, sé hu
tay hét, @€ cho anh." L&i anh lic d6
em khong quén, em van nhé hoai. Chd
ldc ba me em di nghi, anh bdo em cho
anh mugn cdy dan. Em mang xudng
cho anh. Anh cAm dan dao 1én diéu
khic ndm xua anh ting hdt cho em
nghe. Trong ddi mit anh, em thiy anh
nhin em tha thi€t, va thanh that: "Goi
ngudi yéu ddu mudn doi..." Em cudi
xda nhu ¢d xua dudi cdm gidc bang
hoang bdi giong hit trim bdng cda
anh. Ciing may lic d6 ba em di xudng,
néu khong em phdi bi cit van vi doi
mit cda anh. Em khong c§ tinh 14n
tranh anh, nhung em chi xem anh 1a
mdt anh ban, mot ngudi ban than thiét
nhat.

Bay gid minh van 1a d6i ban than phai
khong anh? Em bi€t minh khd qud.
Tinh anh di tron ven trao vé em ma
em cu hdi hdt, lanh nhat [am anh dau
khd hon nim nim rdi. Nim nim dai
anh vin chd dgi, anh c6 don di tim
béng ding em. Em nghi ngd anh khong
that sy yéu em nén ct 14n tranh anh
bing moi cich. Em sg anh nhiéu ban
bé, em sd cdi phong cdch 1& do vacdi
tuéng dep trai clia anh. Trong dau 6c
non nét, em dinh ninh ring anh da cé

nhiéu ngudi yéu. Em s¢ t6i gan anh
va sg giong néi tha thiét ddy su 16i
cudn. Pau 6¢ em bi nhdi so bdi nhitng
clu néi cia ngudi 16n. Em khéng ddm
yéu mot ngudi biét dan, biét hdt gidi
nhu anh. Em s¢ minh s& dau khd. Em
xua dudi anh d€ di tim cho minh hanh
phiic. R6i hanh phic khong dén nhu
em mong dgi. Em gip nhitng con nguoi
hdi hot, em that vong va hdi ti€c vé
chuyén ctia chiing minh. Anh khong
ldc nao r¥i xa em, vin & bén em an
tii, chia vui xé budn. C6 liic em tudng
anh nhu thin thianh, ban bd cho em
niém tin va hy vong d€ ti€p tuc di theo
con dudng clia th& gian. Anh cao ci
qud, em thi kho dai. Em vut chay xa
anh that rdi. Lan nay 1a chuyén di cudi
cung ma cé 1€, em va anh s€ khong
con gidp lai nhau.

"Vi vong tay anh nhé bé, biét 1am sao
che cho em, nén anh chi 1a ngudi Ping
Bén Lé Pdi Em..." Em rung dong bdi
cau hat chan thit nay tr mo6i anh. Anh
khong ngai nguGi ta cuGi khi ding
ngoai buc phone cdng cdng, tai thi
mang headphone, tay thi cAm phone
hat cho em nghe. Em vAn cit k§ nhitng
bai tho anh tdng, va nhitng ciu hait
than thuong tif tAm long anh. Bay gid
em yéu quy ching 1dm. Em chi con
nghe lai tif siu thim ctia tim hon.

Em dua tay vén biic man cia s8, ning
chiéu diu tit thay vio mdt hoang hon
tim phia cudi chan trdi. CAm déa hoa
dai 1én, em x6t xa nhin né u sdu vi
thi€u nudc. Ngoc Tuyén di vo tinh nhu
em nim xua. N&u em biét thay nudc
hiing ngay cho cdnh hoa dai cda chiing
ta, thi c6 1€ em va anh khong gdp nhau
& ngd ré cla con dudng.

Ong mit tr&i xu6ng nhanh. Hoang hon
tit lim. Nhitng béng cdy dat do nim
1én nhau tinh tv. Em nhim mit c6 tim
quén mot 14n minh khg dai. Tir tim tu,
sudi l1ong em ri chdy, giot budn rdi 4n
hién: Chi€c Béng Bén B&i Em!

Thu Nguyét
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TRIET HQC — PHILOSOPHY

N

PHAT HOC
PITU CHUA VAO TAM THUC

Xuan v&, v6i cam gidc lang lang khé
td di nhe vao long theo nhitng tia ning
ban mai vang ruc. Tung doan ngudi 1
lugt theo nhau 1én chua, thip nhang,
niém Phait, cdu xin cho nim méi dudc
binh an, phit tai... Xong, hdi canh 16¢c
dem vé, chung ba ngay Tét. Thong 1&
nay, qua thoi gian, hinh nhu da khong
con chi danh riéng cho cdc Phat td.
C6 khong it tin d6 cdc ton gido khdc
hodc nhitng ngudi khdng theo bt cit
ton gido ndo ciing van giit 1& di chua
ddu nim. Phai ching day 1a dau hiéu
chitng t6 s& ngudi 1dnh hdi duge Phat
Gido dang gia ting? Hay diy chi la
mot théi quen binh thudng, mdt sy
hi€u ky khé tranh? Cau hdi nay khdi
ddu cho doan hanh trinh di tim hiéu
Phat hoc, mot trong nhitng triét 1y song
DPong phuong ton tai hon hai thién
nién ky qua.

Hiy dé€ tam hon ling dong, tinh thin
thu gidn va cung vi hoang t& x& An,
Sakyas Siddhartha Gautama (563-483
BQO), tir bd cung vang, dién ngoc, hanh
khit khip noi v6i muc dich cao ca
mong tim ra chin ly gidp con ngudi
thodt khdi phién nio, khd dau trong
st sdng va sy chét. Tinh kién tri va
ditc dai tir bi da gidp Ngai gidc ngd
va dat dao.

Ciing tur d6, nhan loai da chan kinh
goi Ngai biing chinh triét Iy song clia
Ngai: Phat Thich Ca.

Budéc vao Phat hoc vi nhu budc vao
mot khu ring, bao la tf b& muon vé
mudn mau, con ngudi di ¢6 c6 ging
ciing chi c6 thé di qua mot doan nhd
nao d6. Nhung, khong c6 nghia 1a con
ngudi s€ khong budc dugc mot budc

ddng k& Trong sudt thdi gian Phat
Thich Ca di rao gidng chan 1y Pao
lam ngudi, Ngai thudng néi: "Ta la
Phat da thanh, cdc nguoi la Phat sé
thanh." Chinh long bac 4i va phdng
khodng clia Ngudi da khing dinh: Moi
ngudi sinh ra déu binh ding, déu c6
kha ning gidc ngd va dat dudgc mot
cudc sdng hanh phiic. Viy, mdi ngudi
c6 quyén tim hi€u va chdp nhan Phat
hoc theo cédch riéng. Duy chi c6 cot
16i thAm thidy trong triét hoc Phat thi
khong thé hiéu sai.

Hiy 14y thi du tir viéc dn chay, niém
Phat, hay cing chua. Cé6 quan niém
cho ring khi lam diy dd céc viéc nay
thi chic chin da tu than dat dao va
thé& nio cling s& thanh Phat, hay it nhat
s& c6 qud tot trong tuong lai. That ra,
an chay niém Phat cling chiia chi cé
nghia khi con ngudi tdm tinh trf thong,
bi€t nghi ding va 1am ddng. Muc dich
clia viéc in chay-in uéng dam bac don
gian-1a d€ long dugc thanh nhan. Nhu
vay, néu ta in chay ma long vin con
vuéng vao tham, sin, si, vao nhiing
xdu xé ddi thudng, thi viéc dn chay
clia ta da khong con c6 y nghi gi. Néu
ta niém Phat chi d€ cdu xin cdc 10i

Ta BPuc Tri

ich riéng tu, quén di au lo thdng khd
clia ddng loai, thi liéu 15i khan niém
cla ta c6 dudc théa ddng hay khong?
Ta c6 thé rong tay ding ciing tién cda
cho chua va tu vién, nhung lai hep hoi
toan tinh v4i ngudi thin hay nhitng ké
kém may min hon minh, thi cong qué
clia ta sé di vé dau?

Xét ra, th€ gidi Phat hoc c6 thé bao
la tritu tugng, ciing c6 thé thu nhd
trong mot chit "tdm". Chinh vi vy ma
Nguyén Du xua da titng so sanh: "Chit
tam kia mdi biing ba chit tai." Hiéu
dudc chif tdim 1a thong sudt nguyén
1y vo thudng clia cudc song, clia chat
"twong d6i" trong ki€p ngudi. Phat da
khong bao gid chd trong hay quan
trong hinh thitc rudm ra, cling chua
titng luat dinh cho mon d6 Ngai phdi
thd cling minh, phdi xiy ct cdc chlia
chién nguy nga trang 1&, vi chinh ban
than Ngai da tUr trdng 1€ nguy nga
ma ra di.

Trong sudt cong cudc gidng day, Phat
Thich Ca chi mong mudn ching sanh
thau hiéu chan 1y trong triét hoc cda
Ngai. Gido 1y cdn bdn dugc gbi gon
trong B4t Chdnh Pao 2: Chinh kién,



chinh tu duy, chinh nghiép, chinh ménh, chinh tinh tié€n,
chinh dinh, chinh ni€ém, va chinh ngit. Theo Phat thi Bt
Chénh Pao 1a dudng gidi thodt con ngudi khdi Tam Nghiép
3 (Than Nghiép, Khiu Nghiép, va Y Nghiép). N6i mot
cach ngin gon va d& hi€u, ngudi am tudng Phit phip sé
ludn ty chi trong hanh dong va 13i néi, minh triét trong tw
tudng, binh than trude sy khic nghiét cda cudc ddi va song
vdi thién tAm. Lic dé, con ngudi sé dat dao, thong hi€u
nhitng bi &n niim siu trong tiém thic ciing nhu ngoai vii
tru. Tir d6, hi€u dugc nguyén nhin gy ra sy khS va ndi sg
hii. Ni€t ban sé& ty nhién hién ra truéc mit khi con ngudi
dat dudc chan ngd, tim phdp khai thong.

Phat da c6 néi: "Niét ban khong & diu xa ma & chinh ngay
trong tu tudng clia mdi ngudi." Piéu quan trong 13 1am sao
c6 thé bude duge vao trong chinh tim tri cla ta. Phat hoc
chi trong vao viéc ty hoc hdi, tim tdi, giip minh khai sdng
tam dao clia chinh minh. Phit hoc, c6 th€ duge coi 1a mot
ton gido, hay ciing c¢6 thé dugc xem nhu mot triét 1y song.
Thé& cho nén, viéc dn chay, 1am cong qua, hay thip huong
niém Phit chi thit sy ¢6 y nghia khi ta dit tim vao viéc
ta 1am véi y thic trdch nhi€m, tin tudng va ton trong ban
than, yéu thuong sy sdng va dong loai. P6 méi thuc 13 canh
16c ma ta cAn phai hdi.

Ta Buc Tri
(1) Thich Ca Mau Ni Cd Pam, phién am tir ti€ng Phan.
(2) Bat chanh dao:

Chinh ki€n: Nhin thdy 1& phdi.

Chinh tu duy: Suy nghi ding.

Chinh nghiép: Hanh vi t6t.

Chinh ménh: S&ng xiing déng.

Chinh tinh ti€n: Huéng thién.

Chinh dinh: S6ng thanh tinh.

Chinh niém: Quan niém ding.

Chinh ngi: N6i ding.

(3) Tam nghi€p: ba nghi€p chuéng ma con ngudi thudng
mic phai.

Than nghi€p: Sdt sanh, dao tic, ta dam.

Khiu nghiép: Ludng thiét (diing 15i néi hai chiéu

dé hai ngudi), Y ngodn (diing quyén thé hay su

khon ngoan dé phi bang ngudi khéc), Ac khiu (néi

ning doc 4c), Vong ngir (dit diéu, thém chuyén)

Y nghiép: Tham (tham sc, tién, tai, danh,...), Sin (mat tu
chii vi néng gian), Si (si mé&, ngu mudi, cudng tin,...).

Tai lieu tham khao:

— Tinh Hoa Pao Hoc Thé Gidi, gido sw Hao Nhién T.T.
Ngtr.

Phi du...

Xudn, Ha, Thu, Dong,
Gifta troi van gié vil,
Giita con song i,
Ciia cudc doi,

Lang le...

Am tham...

Trdm minh trong con gié
Tim t6i theo than bui

Nhé nhoi.

Mot doi du hanh

Khong bao gio ding budc..

Tréong vao dot song trudc,
Thdy ré béng ddng minh,
Cho mong mdi cudc tinh,
Hoai vong...

Mong manh...

Mdc Xudn qua,

Bong Ha tan,

Thu, Péng budn dm dam,
Ngén tay gay...

Buong thong...

Lai don gié xudn sang...

Buon...

Khuyét Danh
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Introduction

Rarely has there been anything positive said about Vietnam during its war-torn years. This set of memoirs

describes some of the innocent playful events in a life of a child. The dramas revealed only "a tip of the

iceberg" which I am continuing to explore. The will to survive in such harsh condition taught me so much

about humanity in its raw form.

I saw a cripple walking on his two bare hands refusing to accept donation from those broken-hearted bystanders

giving hands. Such images should be captured and preserved in a timeless capsule for they have taught me so

much. These Vietnamese dramas should be treasured and not looked down upon or brushed under the rug.

Only four short stories, or should I say plots, are written. There is little connection among them but shall be, one

day, when ideas and stories have been sufficiently formed.

CAY BONG VU

When 1 think of Vietnam, I think of
school, of those long hours staring
out the window hoping for something
catastrophic to happen.

Being one of the bigger kids (relatively
speaking), I was always placed in
a special section, the last two rows.
Those smart-aleck little munchkins,
you know the teacher's pets, loved
to get the big boys in trouble. They
were particularly keen on my bad
behaviors while their master was away.
It seemed like no matter how hard I
tried, they would find flaws to report,
so that I would get whipped later on.

I hated those bright hot sunny day
sitting in class. I could never get my
head straight. Didn't they know hot
weather make people drowsy,
especially in class. You probably
figured out what the master did to kids
who dozed off in class.

When the bell rung, boy, I would dash
out like an arrow but careful not to
run so fast by old farts who didn't like
rowdy kids. You probably figured out
what old farts did to kids running so
fast in school.

The walks back home from trudng
Tri Bdc (in Sai Gon) were almost
always pleasant. Besides feeling so
free getting away from the institution,
I remembered the spectacular display

CHILDHOOD
MEMOIRS

Lé Dinh



of whirling seeds falling down from
the sky. I loved watching the gusty
winds blow past cdy Bong Vu and
carried with them hundreds of whirling
seeds. The winds felt so cool and the
seeds, they just whirled and danced
in the sky.

I was mesmerized. Cady Bong Vu
probably has another name, does

anyone know? It's a good old tree.
DOOFUS

One of human's source for comedy is
to watch others' tragedy. Being one
of the doofus kids sitting in the back
row of the class, I was sensitive to
my fellow doofus friends. However, 1
have to tell you this funny story about
the most DOOFUS kid of them all. I
was in my second grade, I think.

Well, all of us kids were sitting in the
classroom looking at the grades we got
back from the teacher for our chinh ta.
Being a cruel and unusual society, kids
were forced to report their grades to
the whole class. The teacher started to
call names, one by one. Each student
would say out loud the grade they
received and the teacher recorded it
in his book. Some voices were louder
than others; some were prouder; some
were short and embarassed; I forgot
what mine was but I remembered the
voice from the most DOOFUS kid of
them all.

From a corner of the back row, looked
like he just barely woke up, in a heavy
southern accent, circling his index
fingers and thumbs around his eyes, he
yelled out loud: "OC DIT LON"

After half a second of silence, the
whole class burst into laughter and so
was I. Let me tell you, not only was
he humilated, the teacher gave him
a good old fashion whipping for not
speaking properly.

If I were the teacher, I would give my
fellow doofus friend points for being
original and artistic.

THE RAGGED OLD MAN

During the late '74 and early '75, you
could always find the ragged old man
on a sidewalk of dudng Phan Thanh
Gian. Every time I saw him, he flashed
me a friendly smile showing the
brightness of his teeth and the flesh
of his gums. He seemed to be in good
health but the ragged old man had
no roof over his head. He knew me,
along with the other passerbys, were
curious about his homeless condition
and about his harsh living condition.

There was always something peculiar
happening at his place, especially
during supper times. He owned a
couple of cheap metal scraps that he
somehow had managed to make into
different cooking utensils. His chief
source of food was white rice and
water, at least, that was what I mostly
saw him eat. He was not a beggar,
though, always greeted me with a
friendly smile, as if he was trying to
say it silently, "Go away little boy, my
style of living is peculiar and harsh but
it's a living. I respect your existence,
you should respect mine, too."

There were occasions when his suppers
drew lots of spectators. One time, I
saw him prepare a rat for dinner.
Focused on the bait he had somehow
caught, the ragged old man cut up the
animals into portions and cook them
in a hot boiler. Another time, I saw
pieces of a cat flesh laying on his
kitchen ground. I felt lucky not to be
in his shoes and don't know if I could
ever find the will to endure if I was
in them. The ragged old man never
begged and always greeted me with a
friendly smile.

Sorry if my description grossed you
out, but, while reading "From Hanoi
to Hollywood," pictures of some lesser
fortunate VNeses that I personally
have encountered flash back in my
mind. I just had to tell you about the
ragged old man.

ONG TAY

There was a small road (ngd hém) that
intersects dudng Phan Thanh Gidn, a
street where I grew up in Saigon. This
road had lots of gravel where yellow
Ford pickups (we called xe vang --
yellow vehicle) often drove through
it. "Come on, come on," I remember
the GIs wiggled their fingers to tell
us that it's OK to hop on the back.
Several of us would dash like mad
toward the pickup and jumped on it for
a free ride.

We would brag to others who couldn't
make it about how thrilling the ride
was and how we would jump on xe
vang the next time around.

There was this one two-story condo
along that ngd hém that the kids loved
to drop by. I didn't know why at first
but everytime we came by, we always
approached the condo gingerly and
then hid behind the bush on one side.
On a count of "one, two, three" we
would all pick up small rocks (or some
object) and throw at the condo to
create noises. This practice often took
place during the afternoon hours when
the adults liked to nap.

And everytime this happened, like
cartoon reruns, Ong TAy would charge
out of the condo toward the kids and
grumble words that can clearly be
understood without understanding. Ong
Tay was so fat and awkward; he wore
shorts that had slits in the middle; his
steps were so heavy and the way he
waved his arms... he was hilarious.

The kids would run away and laugh
their lungs out. Cheap thrills were
so easy to manufacture then. All I
had to do was follow and be totally
ignorant. At my ripe old age, I love
to reminisce those irresponsible (but
troubled) yesteryears.

Dinh

P.S. No wonder why Santa Claus never
gave us kids any presents.
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AN TET 0 nha

hing Tuyén ngdi rit ngudi

trong long me dé€ hudng cdi hoi

4m bat tin cda mua Xuin. N6
tron mit nhin 4nh la bap blung cia
ndi banh chung dang xua dudi céi hdi
lanh cu6i cling cda nhitng ngdy cudi
bong. N6 nghe 161 me va khong bao
gi¢ ddm nghich nghgm trong bép. tai
vi 0ng Tdo s€ ghi chép cdi tdi nghich
ngom clia né va cudi nim sé& bay vé
trdi va tdu véi Ngoc Hoang Thugng
D€ thi n6 sé bi trir tién Ii xi. Nghi dén
tién i xi ty nhién 1ong né nao nao
v6i mot niém vui ky la. Thoi thi ciing
dudc. minh chi gid bo ngoan diing choi
Itta trong bép thi sé ching dung cham
gl d&n 6ng Tdo va ng sé ching cé
ly do gi d€ ma théo 1éo v6i Ngoc
Hoang.

— Me oi, tai sao ong Tdo den thui
gidng nhrr dng Cha Va ngoai tiém vai
vay me?

— U, tai vi ong Tio chung-thiy véi
vo cho nén nhiy vao b&p chét chung
v6i vg Sng va bi lira chiy den nhu cuc
than.

— Tai sao dng T4o lai phai chung
thiy v6i vg hé me?

— Tai vi dao nghid v¢ chdng thi
phdi chung thiy, bén vitng va lau dai
con a.

— Vay thi mai m&t 16n 1&n con sé&
khong 14y vg dau.

Ba Loan nhin con mim cuGi au
yém va véi tay chat thém cli vao
bép:

— Con khong mudn 13y vo 1a tai
vi con s¢ chét thanh than giong nhw
ong T4o, hay 12 con mu6n & nha deo
vi me?.

— Khoéng phdi dau, con thudng me
nhiéu 1im nhung ma con ghét con gii,

Tran Tu Uyén

Con gdi dc thi thodi, n6é lam cho Ong
T4o chét den thui ha!

Thiing Tuyén bdng cidm thdy toi
nghiép va thuong 6ng Tdo théo 1éo
nhiéu hon Ia ghét. Hom nay 1a ngay 23
thang Chap, me ciing dua 6ng Tdo vé
troi bing con c4 Chép that 1a to, va nd
da quyé&t tAm in c4 nhiéu hon com dé
cho 6ng Tédo théo 1éo khong con cich
gi dé trd vé nha b&p ma ghi chép toi
nghich nghgm cta né nita.

Nghi di, nghi lai 6ng Tdo théo 1éo
that 12 dé ghét. Thing Tuyén diu c6
nghich I&ra! N6 chi thich dn hot diu
nuéng. Pinh Ong Kiéng c¢6 ciy diu
that 1a to. Trudng hoc & phia sau dinh,
mdi khi t6i mda diu chin né va thing
Tu Pia, con Di Sdu Pd Kho, hay nhat
nhitng trdi diu chin sau gid tan hoc,
cit 1y hot diu va cim vao diu sgi
gidy kém roi nudng trong b&p than
hdong. Hot diu nuéng thom va bii.. dn
da thi thoi....

Hom nay 1a ngay 30 thang Chap,
Co61 mai tru6c nha hinh nhu cling nao
ntic nhu Iong thing Tuyén voi vd nd
nhitng canh hoa diu tién d€ sita soan
chio dén Chda Xudn. Nhitng diém
nhuy dé e then va khép nép trong
nhitng cdnh hoa vang éng & dang mim
cudi véi Ning Xuan. HOm nay me
khong ra chg va thing Tuyén thifc diy
that sém dé giip me trang hoang nha
clra d6n Xuan. Banh trdi, hoa qia da
dugc bay 1én trinh trong trén ban thd
T8 Tién. Chan dén va binh nhang ciing
dugc chiii bing tro trong b&p ndi nudc
ddng 1én miu vang 6ng 4 trong that 1a
nghiém trang va dep mit. Cdc bai vi
clia nim ddi ngudi trong gia dinh dugc
ba Loan trinh trong, va kinh cdn bay
theo cung ngii hanh dang nghiém trang

tan hudng biu khong khi 4m cting bén
dnh dén ciy lung linh, va nhitng cdy
nhang thu thd nh3 dng huong trAim nhe
nhe mot mui vi ton kinh. Thiing Tuyén
nhén chan trén cdi gh€ diu cho dd
chiéu cao dé treo ciu ddi cudi ciing
bén khung cta nhu mot trong nhiing
th6i quen gidp d me né 1am viéc nhd
trong nha ma cha n6 da day né khi
ong con séng. N6 bdng thin thd nhin
1én bai vi cla cha né va nhitng giot
nudc mit hon tdi va nghen ngao lin
dai trén phié&n tudi con tho.

— Con nhé bd h3?

— Da!

— Nhé bd thi phdi ngoan, Ba Loan
nén lai con xdc dong Am y trong 1ong
va ti€p tuc, vd nhé lam theo 15i bd
din 1a con trai khong dudc khéc. Lau
nude mit di rdi di dn com. Ti nita me
con minh di t€t bac Thu xong rdi di
tdo mo cho cha trudc khi trdi t6i. Nam
nay minh s& d6n giao thira § nha béc
Thu. Con c6 thich chdi véi chi Ai va
anh Thu khong?

— Da c6.

Thoi gian ngiing lai trong khodnh
khic ti€c thuong rdi lai tiép tuc troi di



vOi va. Bita dn trua chi ¢6 hai me con
nhung vin ngon miéng vad A4m cing
vi b8 thiing Tuyén ludn luén vé nha
nay pht hd cho me con ba. Tur ngay
chdng chét dén nay di hon 3 nim,
thing Tuyén 1 niém vui duy nhit cda
ba, va nhd c6 gia dinh anh rudt &
gin ba ciing cAm thdy bét cd don cho
nén nim nao ba ciing dua con di tdo
mo cho chdng rdi vé nha 6ng Thu in
t&t. Cha me ba dd qua ddi tir 1au va
chong thi cling da chét rdi cho nén
theo phong tuc Viét Nam thi phdi vé
nha anh cd d€ in tét, nhu vay 13 in
t€t § nha.

Ning d3 ngd diu ngon tre nhung
ngudi di tio md van con dong. Ba
Loan 4n can sip x€p dd cling va vang
bac tr6c md chdng trong khi thiing
Tuyén mai mé nhd nhitng ngon cé
hoang trén md cha. Nhitng ngon cd
ga 14 ciing va sic nhu dao khong thé
thAm dudc ndi dau cta dda con mat
cha. Con nghe 15i b6 khong khéc nita
nhung ma t8i nay bd hita 12 nhé vé in
t&t v6i me con minh...

— Tai sao bd chét hd me?

Ba Loan thd dai:

— Tai vi Viét Cong giét bé!

— Tai sao Viét Cong lai gi€t bs?

— Tai vi Viét Cong dem gidc Nga
vao xAm ling Mién Nam cho nén b&
phdi di gitt nudc; vi vdy ma né ghét
bo va giét bd!

— XAam lang 1a gi hd me?

— Xam lang c6 nghia la an cudp
ddy con.

— Con ghét miy thing Viét Cong
in cudp, Thing Tuyén mim mdi, con
s& hoc cho that giéi nhu Vua Quang
Trung d€ d4nh dudi Viét Cong xam
ling va trd thi cho cha.

— ..!11. Ba Loan vudt téc con c&
nudt lai nhitng giot nuwéc mit dang ta
dong & lung trong. Thodi minh ciing cha
di r6i vé con....

Pém Ba Mudi trdi t6i den nhu muc
vd van vit yén ling trong trong biu
khong khi trang nghiém chd dgi Giao
Thira. Ba Loan phu chi dau thu don
nha bép, Thing Tuyén va chi Ai voi

vd quét don nha cta, anh Thu thi 1dnh
nhiém vu di d8 ric, trong khi bic Thu
dang mdi mé lau chui bd ti che bing
gd cAm lai dé stta soan ngiy mai ti€p
khich. Theo phong tuc Viét Nam thi
ba ngay t€t khdng ai dugc quét nha vi
1am nhu thé thi tién s& theo rdc ma ra
khéi nha, va cd nim s€ bi nghe¢o. Ban
thd gia tién huong khéi nghi ngut, den
cdy chdy lung linh huyén 4o va trang
nghiém, d6 in va hoa qia da dugc bay
bién sin sang d€ cling giao thira.
Ngoai san, canh néu 14 ngon dong
dua trudc gié phat ra nhitng tiéng kéu
thdnh th6t nhu bude di cla thdi gian.
Gid khic ma moi ngudi chd dgi da
dén, tit cd moi ngudi doan tu ngoai
phong khach dé cing giao thita mdi t3
tién, 6ng ba, cha me vé in t&t. Theo
phong tuc Viét Nam thi nhang phdi dét
ba cdy, mot cdy chi trdi, mot ciy chi
dat, va mot cdy chi ngudi. Khi hanh 1&
thi phdi ding lay tr6i mot lay, quy lay
ngudi trén ban thd mot lay, dap dau
xudng dat d€ lay dat mot lay. Nhu the
1a mot vdi va phdi vdi ba 1an tat cd
12 chin lay. Sau khi I€ gia tién xong
thi bdc Thu ra ddt nhang & ban thd 10
thién d€ cting ¢6 hon. Trong khi chd
cho hét mdt tudn nhang trén ban thd
gia tién d€ in mig giao thira thi c6
man d6t phdo dén giao thira ma thiing
Tuyén thich nhdt. Nim nay bdc Thu
cho thiing Tuyén dot phdo tai vi nim
ngodi da dén phién chi Ai rdi. Trang
phdo treo trén canh néu cho nén béc
Thu phdi &m né 1én mdi véi t6i duge,
Thing Tuyén c6 mot cdi cdm gidc
hdi hop la thudng khi né véi tay va
chAm ngoi phdo bing ciy nhang rdi
nhitng ti€ng phdo nd di ding xé tan
bau khong khi im ling cia dém giao
thira va hoa nhip véi tiéng phdo clia
hang xém tao nén nhitng 4m thanh rén
11 that 12 vui tai. Th€ la nim nay thiing
Tuyén c6 quyén vao 16p khoe véi tui
ban trong 16p va ching né sé& phai phuc
né sit dat. Tudi tho clia thing Tuyén
bdng dung 16n vut 1én nhu ngudi hing
Quang Trung xua quan Bic Phat danh
dudi Viét Cong xam ling va trd thi

cho b&, né khép nhe ddi mit dé tan
hudng cdi cdm gidc Ngudi hiing Quang
Trung Tuyén Com dang xua quin vao
Thanh Thing Long giita tiéng phdo
mirng Xuan Chi&n Thing.

Ngay mdng mot tét theo me, bic
Thu gdi, va chi Ai di 1&8 va hdi loc
& Ling Ong ching c6 gi 1a hap din
nhung ma né van phdi di cho me vui
long, nhung ciing nhd th€ ma né xin
dugc qué xam t6t. Qué néi 1a ndm nay
né s& dudc 1én 16p va hoc hanh kha
hon nim cii nhung phdi cdn than vé
tinh duyén. Thing Tuyén ching cin
tinh duyén cdi qudi gi hét, né chi xin
Pic Ong bdo ddm 1a né sé& dugc 1én
16p 12 néi vui rdi, nhu th& né sé khong
phéi hoc nhiéu gidng nhu anh Thy phdi
deo kinh can va s€ bi tui ban trong 16p
gheo 12 Tuyén Bon Mit. N6 phuc anh
Thu nhét 12 man dinh BAu Cua, anh
Thu ddnh Bau Cua khong bao gid thua
cho nén né thich di theo va ddnh ké
v6i anh Thu. Nam ngodi anh Thu bit
dugc thing lic BAu Cua "kénh hot"
dé in gian khach hang, anh Thu gid
hop Bau Cua 1én rd rang 12 n6 bé mép
hop bén trong d€ kénh hot dn gian.
Vui nhdt 1a coi mda Lin & dén Hai
Ba Trung va coi tubng Hoa Moc Lan
Tong Chinh & Pinh Ong Kiéng. Ngay
thudng né phdi chui qua bui tre phia
sau dinh d& vao coi cop con bay gid
né dudc ngdi gh& hang diu vdi me,
dn keo bdng goong va coi hit... that
la ngon lanh...

Ba ngay t&t qua di thit mau mic
dit khong gian van con thdm mui thude
phdo. Nhé dén 18i bdac Thu néi hdi
trudc & nha qué bac dugc in tét téi ba
thdng, con bay gid né chi dugc dn tét
c6 ba ngay; that 1a bat cong. Thing
Tuyén theo chidn me tr§ lai di hoc
sau ba ngay nghi t&t. Budi sing mua
Xuin ning that 1a 4m, trong bui tre
bén dudng tiéng chim liu lo va dang
ngong ngiu tdp néi. Ba ngay tét da
qua r6i nhung trong vong tay me, miia
Xuén cdia con dai bat tin.

Tran Ta Uyén

(K§ Méo 1999)

NON

DNOS



TUY BUT - FREE WRITING

A

SONG

NON

a redeemed

Dear Thity,

Falling in love is the single most frightening experience for
all of us fumbling mortals. Once fallen under its hypnotic
spell, our dear hearts are highly vulnerable to pain and
regrettable consequences. Before my path intersected with
Destiny, I had had my fair share of shattered dreams and
broken heart. In fact, for a very long time I locked my
heart away in a cold, utterly isolated dungeon of loneliness.
I became a spiteful person whose sole existence was to
convince others that love was nothing more than an illusion,
a cheap counterfeit born out of sheer vanity. Then, of
course, Destiny came along with a special key to unlock
my cynicism. Speaking about lost love and its tragic
consequence, let me share with you another page from my
Jjournal. It is a poignant journey of personal redemption and
lost love. Even now, the profound impact of the experience
continues to reverberate in almost every aspect of my love
life. You see, Thity, there's a undeniable truth that all
personal growth, all personal damage and regression, as
well as all personal healing, come through our relationship
with others. What I am, at any given moment in the
process of my becoming a person, will be determined by
my relationships with those who love me or refuse to love
me, and with those whom I love or refuse to love. It is
certain that a relationship will be only as good as its
communication.

On a bleak twilight evening of February, as the night began
to cast its dark shadow, I started to drive home from UCI
on the 405 North bound. One moment I was thinking about
school and exams, then the next my heart was filled with
an aching sense of regret and remorse. For exactly three
years ago today, my life took on a new dimension when she
showed me all the splendors of love with such tenderness
and sweetness. In return, I thoughtlessly broke her gentle
heart into bits and pieces. Unable to endure the flooding
torment of regrets any further, in a split moment I decided
that no matter what the consequence may be, do or die,
make or break, I had got to clear my guilt ridden conscience
by seeing her one last time to say what needed to be said —

D.N. Au

but never did. A few months before, by a chance encounter,
one of her old friends bumped into me and mentioned that
she was studying at some D.O. school out in Kansas City.
That was all the info I had to go on as I began to head
northeast on the 15 freeway which would connect to the 70
East. For two hellish days I drove unstop to Kansas City.
Along the way I came within inches from driving off a sheer
nine thousand feet cliff in Vail, Colorado. Now keep in
mind, Thuy, the self-redeeming pilgrimage was a complete
spur of the moment sort of thing. I did not prepare for it
in advance nor took the time to check on road conditions
and weather. My 1982 Honda Accord was designed for
city driving only. Anyway, there I was caught in a blinding
snow storm along the treacherous mountainous roads of
the Rockies, and the balding tires could barely stick to the
icy road. Then suddenly, I hit something on the road with
my right tire and all hell broke lose as the car spinned



counterclock-wise. It must have spun
at least three or four times before
slamming into a thick snowbank on the
side of the road. The snowbank was
the creation of snowplowing truck as it
plowed snow off the street and deposited
along the sides. Without that snowbank,
I wouldn't be typing these words right
now. Moments before colliding into the
snowbank, I seriously thought life was
definitely over. When the car finally
stopped, I rolled down the right window
and peered out only to see that I came
within six inches from sliding off the
road into the abyss below. Talking
about luck! Undaunted, I continued
to push ahead after a real nice guy
stopped and pulled my car out with
chains. Many times I wanted to turn
back and forget the whole ordeal, but
something kept pushing me forward like
it was a destiny which I had to fulfill.
I cut through the thick of the night and
by dawn, I reached the vast, flat plain
of Kansas. I didn't stumble into Kansas
City until late in the afternoon, and
snow was falling heavily everywhere.
All the warm clothing I had on was
a light jacket, jeans, and a pair of
sneakers. Hadn't eaten nor drank nor
slept for two days, yet I didn't feel a
bit tired as my adrenaline was running
high. In City, 1 called
information for the location of D.O.

Kansas

schools and the operator gave me two
addresses of two different D.O. schools
— one in Kansas City, Kansas, and
the other in Kansas City, Missouri! 1
called the student affairs of both school
to verify her enrollment and nailed
it to the one in Missouri. The school
officials refused to give out neither
phone number nor address. That meant
I had to look for her in the classrooms,
and it was getting late to drive another
three hours or so. That night, I parked
in the Holiday Inn's lot and passed
out cold in the freezing temperature.
I didn't come out of my deep slumber
until one o'clock in the afternoon. The
three hours drive to the school gave me

ample time to rehearse exactly what
to say once I see her (again no food
or water, just do my morning routine
in a gas station's restroom). The drab
looking school located in the middle of
nowhere. Surrounded the four medium
size buildings was a vast snow field
with gentle rolling hills. I parked on
the outskirt and tread my way through
to the sprawling campus. One by one, 1
peered inside each lecture hall and lab
searching for her. My persistence paid
off at last; I found her sitting in the
third row inside a small lecture hall.
Standing outside in the snow, patiently
waiting for class to get out, I realized
for the first time that all the happy
years we were together and the painful
months of wallowing in regrets, all
boiled down to this very moment. All
the wrongs and woes and pains that
I had inflicted upon her would be

redeemed once and for all right here
and now. Students began to shuffle out
the door, and I stood ten feet away.
For what seemed like an eternity, she
came out with books and notebooks
in arms. Tears burnt down my cheeks
as I struggled to cry out her name.
She looked up. We both stood there,
frozen in time while other students
were dashing around in all directions.
At last, she approached me with a
bewildered look and asked in a rather
annoying voice, "What the hell are you
doing here?" My poor heart sank. In
all the times I knew her, I never heard
such cold, disdainful tone of voice. In a
blink of an eye, stood before me was a
woman I no longer recognized. "Now,
stay away from me, and just leave me
alone.”" She started to walk away. 1
bolted after her and grabbed her arm,
"Please, Le, I have come a long way,
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too long, to turn back now. Please,
I can understand your hostility, but
please, let me say something..." "No,
leave me alone." I began to shiver and
suddenly felt very weak and cold. 1
threatened her that if she would not
grant me just ten minutes, I would
follow her around everywhere forever
until she listened to what I had to say.
Looking nervously, she agreed under
one condition that afterward I would
never bother her again. Fine. Three
things, just three things I wanted to say
and I would be out of her life forever.
Calmed down at bit, she stood there
gazing deep into my tear-filled eyes as
though she was trying to search for
something. The truth, perhaps. First,
I apologized for everything, the pains
and misery that I've caused. For what
it's worth, I begged her to forgive my
mistakes. I was too young and foolish
then to realize what precious treasure
I had. She stared at me in silence for a
long time, then a tiny smile broke out
across her lovely lips. Yes, she forgave
me. I asked her for a hug to ratify
the authenticity of her conviction. Man,
never in my life did an embrace feel
soooo good. Second, was there any
chance, any shred of chance at all, if
I could do anything, to have her back.
A resolute no. She had already been
unofficially engaged to an American
guy. Her family didn't know about it
vet. I breathed out a sigh of sadness,
and relief at the knowledge that it
was now really, truly over between us.
Lastly, as two decent, civilized human
beings, could we still be friends, 1
asked. Thanks, but no thanks. She just
didn't want to have anything to do
with me anymore. I understood. I stood
there lost in those beautiful brown eyes
one last time. Somewhere a chilling
westward breeze came chuckled over
the hills, and the dancing snowflakes
waltzed through the air around us. I
held her hands and said that she did
not fall in love with a jerk. I proved it
by enduring the tortuous trek out here

in search for her. And that for a very
long time, I too, suffered the pains,
and miseries, for which I alone was
responsible. I wished her all the luck
in the world, and that she deserved all
the happiness this life had to offer. She
had taught me much — love, maturity,
life, and for all that, I would never
forget her. Have a good life. I softly
kissed her for the very last time, and
held her tightly in my quivering arms.
She was glad to see me too. In more
ways than one, my presence had done
her a lot of good too. With those
words, she bid me farewell. I stood
there watching her disappear into a
nondescript building. By now the late
afternoon sun was fading fast over
the grayish, omniously overcast sky.
Standing amid the windswept snow
field, I looked around and breathed the
air in like a tourist, trying to sense
the uniqueness of the place, as if later
I might be able to summon it back.
From this very place, I had redeemed
myself and found blissful salvation.

The burden of enduring the unremitting
guilts and pains suddenly vanished
into the vastness of this place. I tell
you, Thuy, no movie or novel could
possibly capture the sheer gravity of
that moment. A man, a simple man,
had at last rediscovered the meaning of
his life when he finally managed to let
go of the past. Buoyed by the sudden
euphoria of lust for life, I braced the
chilling air and slowly staggered back
to the car.

Everyone has his or her defining
moment. A dramatic instance forever
crystalized in time and space. It is a
rare moment, Thuy, when an individual
sees for the first time his/her own true
self clearly and succinctly. Indeed, love
is a strange phenomenon that has the
power to change us in ways only time
can tell.

A redeemed soul,

D.N. Au



Nhin Sao Mo Udec

Dém nay ngdm sao troi
C6 mét chiéc dang roi
Em chdp tay cdu nguyén

Hanh phiic va cudc doi...

Hanh phiic dang cdm tay
Mong mdi mdi tran ddy
Tinh néng con & lai

Nhuw mudi mdn ging cay.
Nita doi trude da qua
Puong dua di ldm ngd
Nita doi sau mong la

Doi khong con nghiét nga.
Doi nguoi nhu dong nudc
Hanh phiic nhu lan may
Mong sao mdy vdi nudc
Vé sau mdi dang day.

Kiéu L¢

Nguyét-linh

Mt nudce diém kiéu in ddang nguyét,
Ving trang long 1ong ddng thuyén quyén,
Oi! trang nga ngoc, dém hoai vong,

Yéu trdng khong dé chi la duyén?

C6 ké 6m thuyén di vot trdng,
Nguyét dnh kiéu sa long dnh vang,
Dong nudc vo tinh tan bong nguyét,

Goi thuyén tudng tiéc mdy miia trang!

Moéng-lung dnh-nguyét chi la mo,
Chgt dén chot di chdng hen-ho!
Nhitng tudng nhuw gdn trén mdt nudc,
Ngo dau trdng nudc chi la hu!

Sao trdang con doi bong theo ta?
Peo dudi lam chi mong budm hoa?
Duyén ng hitng ho nhu bong nguyét,
Nhdn-Tinh, Nguyét-A?nh bdn long ta!
Trdn-Tu-Uyén

01-26-1998

Toc Uat

Sdng nay troi thdp, mdy nhiéu qud
May xdm gidng to, chiu cd long
Vai giot mua mém, mua rdt nhé

Ciing lam sgi ndng chdng con trong!

Va mua cit thé, mua dai mdi
Khéng 16n, nhung mua dii udt dau
Anh héi, ching minh xa cdch quad

Con ai che ho toc em ddu!

Téc em sé uct, va nhu thé
Em sé buon thém, sé khd thém
Sé nhd anh nhiéu hon moi liic

Dém nay gbi uét gidng bao dém....

Thdng Tu muta thé cho hoa nd

Hoa sé muén mau khodng thdang Nam
Em u6p hon hoavao cudi vé

Dé ma nhé mdi tudi muoi lam

DPé ma nhé mdi nhau anh nhé

Di da chia xa mdy nhdnh doi

Dit chdng bao gio mong gdp lai

Gdp thi ciing thé, 16 lang théi!

Con day mot chiit huong tinh cit
Em phé vao tho dé dm long
Pé nhitng con mua chiéu chii nhdt

Khé lam xao gon mdt ho trong!

P& em giit mdi tinh chung thity
Dui ¢6 ai kia da can cung!

Thé mdi la yéu. Yéu mdi thé!
Mdic nguoi thién ha, ké ngdi khong!
Puing trén thém dd nghe chidu goi
Ciii mdt nhin mua vdt xuéng hon
Anh hdi, mudi ndm anh cé biét

La em quay qudt méi hoang hon!
Chiéu réi ma van con mua ddy
Em chdng cdn che. Lai w6t ddu!
Téc udt cho long xa xot nhd

Mot chiéu chii nhat da mua Ngau!

Song Chéu Diém Ngoc Nhén

Tinh Yéu

Em sé cung xudn dét mong mo
Gd&i dén cho anh ngan loi tho
Nhe nhang, ém di, nhu gio thodng

Gieo lgi trong anh, nhitng sgi to

Em sé dua ha vao gidc trua

Goi tay anh ngil, gidc say sua
Chot nghe thi tham, thodng bén dy
Hdi em gdi nhé, biét yéu chua...
Em sé gitt thu mdi bén em

Vi nhitng 10i tho thdt ém dém
Au yém, ngot ngao, tho anh trdi
Pua em vao mong, gidc ngii ém
Em sé xua tan lanh mita dong
Bding moi tinh anh, that &m ndng
Hay noi di anh, bén nhau mai

Pé cho déi long... khéi cho mong

Thay Tién — ASU (06/15/98)

10 DAU HIEU CUA KE PANG YEU
1. T nhién thdy hanh phiic vé cé

2. Cuoi hoai nhw mot ké tam thdin

3. Cit cdm thdy nén nao trong bung
4. Quén trudc, quén sau

5. Bdt thinh linh hdat mot khiic tinh ca
6. Lac quan khong sao kém ché ndi

7. Khéng muén dn udng gi hét

8. Sdm sita quén do hoai

9. Lang man... t6i miic cdi luong

10. Troi mua a? Diu dang qud!
Troi ndng a? Tuyét dep lam sao!

TTB Suu tém
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Con hon thdng nita mGi dén TEL
Nguyen bédn. Bén ngoai tuyet
van phu kin khap noi. Ching hi€u
sao cam gidc ndn nao chg dén naim
méi da len Ién thodng nhe vao hon
tu 1au 14m roi. Nhu’ng cam xuc tudng
chirng da ngt quén gid nhu bing tinh
khi€n xao dong cd mot ving ky tec.
C6 phai vi 161 kéu goi gép bai cho cac
tap Giai PhAim Xuin, vi cdnh ngudi xe
tAp nip ngugc xudi, chen chiic nhau mua
sim TE&t? Hay vi nhitng mat hang ngay Té&t
da dap vao mit ngay khi vira budc vao cilra
cdc siéu thi A Pong?

tan man cudi ndm

TG Diém

Ty dung lai nhé dao con bé, thudng tung ting
hén hd theo me di sim Té&t. Phd phudng ngay
thudng bdng khdc la hin véi cdc gian hang mdi
dung thodng phing phat mui gd, vdi bao dong
xe ¢d ndi dudi nhau tudng chirng nhu kéo dai
dén vo tan. T sdng sém dén tan t6i khuya, ti€ng
ngudi cudi néi, rao hang, mic cd xen lin ti€ng
xe cd Am 1 da tao thinh mdt Am thanh riéng biét
clia bau khong khi dip can Tét. Gian nha 16ng
chg rong 16n ldc nay bi chim khut giita cdc gian
hang rugu, banh, keo, mut, trdi cdy quay tron
xung quanh tao thanh mot vong dai hap dan vdi
dd huong vi mau sic. Quyén rii va nhiéu mau,
nhiéu vi nhat 12 khu hing bian mit. Eo oi, biét co
man nio ma k€& cho hét cdc loai mdt nhi. Tt mdt
bi tring mudt ngot lim, mdt gitng vang dng cay
cay, mift me vang 6ng chua chua ngon ngot, dén
mift tAm rudt do dd, mit hat sen e ap trong 16p
dudng tring phli ngoai, mit dira beo béo di mau
sdc,vv...vv... RAi con théo 1&o ciit chudt, hat dua
d4 thim, hat bi bui bui.

Ngoai loai bdn theo can lugng, con c¢6 cdc hop
g6i sin trinh bay khéo 1éo, dep mit dé lam qua
bi€u ban be, ho hang. Tuyén mdt miu xanh la
gian hang ban banh chung, banh tét, v4i nhitng
don bdnh tét hinh 6ng nim x&p 16p bén canh
nhitng tim bdnh chung vudng vdn xanh ngin
ngit. Ghé sang gian bdn phdo sé& tha hd ngim
nghia dd loai phdo. T loai phdo tép, phdo dap,
phédo cha bdn 1é cho con nit nghich chdi sang loai
phdo dai, phdo dung hay nhitng phong phdo chudt
dé thim, thi ndo ciing dit hang vo clng.

Nhung doc ddo nhit 13 diy hang dua hiu véi
nhitng trdi dua tron vd xanh bi&c ldng béng. That
thich mit khi nhin ho tung, himg nhip nhang trdi
dua chon tir cdc "ndi" dua cao viit theo yéu ciu
cua khéch. 611 a0 nhat 12 khu bdn c4, thit va ga.
Tl xa d3 inh tai v6i ti€ng ngudi trd gid co ke
bét mot thém hai 14n véi ti€ng dao chiit trén thdt,
ti€ng ga kéu. P&n gin, ngudi khong quen sé phai
nhiu may khé chiu vi dii loai mii hén tap 4p vao
miii. Khu bdn hang mi lai mang mot sic thdi
riéng biét véi co man nao ma k& cdc loai mit
hang. Oi thdi, tir gidy dép, quin 4o, phan son
guong luge, ddng hd, radio, mii, kinh,... d&€n ca
xe hdi, nha ctta. Thadm chi con ¢6 cd ngudi, ngya,
tién, vang. TAt cid déu lam bing gidy nhung khi
giong that. P4do sang khu ban quin 4o, gidy dép



s& bi hoa mit v6i di kifu, dd mau,
tha hd ma chon lya. Nhung thich nhit
vAn 12 di ngdm chd hoa véi nhiéu loai
hoa siic s& va cd nhitng chiu quat chin
mong that hap dan.

Ty dung lai nhé nhitng budi xiim nhau
ngdi xem me géi banh. Ling xing phu
viéc nay, gidp viéc kia dé rdi sau d6
voi vinh me géi riéng cho mdt vai
chi€c binh be bé xinh xinh dé khoe
ban. Va nhitng t6i cd nha quiy quin
bén bép, vira canh Ita cho ndi banh
chin déu, vira tréu duia nhau chi chée
khi nghe bd me nhic lai cdc théi hu tat
x4u cla ting dda mot. Con nhd cdm
gidc noén nao trong ldc chd cing Giao
Thira, chd nghe ti€ng phdo nd ron tan
rén vang khip ndi; mot cdm gidc that
kh6 ti, nhung mii ching thé quén,
trong bau khong khi trang nghiém tran
ngdp mii huong trim va thudc phdo.

Nhé nhitng sdng Mdng Mot, hdi ha
thitc sém, xing xinh trong bd 4o mdi
x&p hang chiic Tét b6 me d€ linh tién
i xi, nhitng lic theo b& me di chic
Té&t ho hang, hay theo ban beé chic
T&t thdy c6. Nhitng budi xdm xit nhau
ngdi choi cd ngua in biing miii hay in
hat dua; con nhé nhu in cdi cdm gidc
mirng 13, thich thd khi ngya minh vé
chudng sém nhat, va cd cdi cdm gidc
Am c néng bing cd mit mii khi da
diéng ngay ctta chudng rdi ma con bi
d4. Con nhS bau khong khi tung birng
ndo nhiét cda thanh phd trong nhitng
ngay diu Xuan. Nhé cdnh chen 1an
nhau len 16i dao quanh giita cdc gian
hang trong khu hoi Xuan, giita ti€ng
xOn xao cudi n6i, md hoi va nhu tim,
vira néng vira mét nhung cling that
1a vui.

Oi chao, ty¢ dung nhd la nhé lung.
Nhitng ky niém ngdy xwa 4y ci la
vé ngip tran ky Gc khi€n 1ong mai
bdi hdi nhé nhung da diét. Nhé qud
di thoi...

Tu Diém

Jan. 23, 1999

Chum Tho Nguyén Si T¢

Cuu Mang

May trdng vdn la may trdng cil,

Troi xanh ddu co khdc troi xua?
Giéng sdu dp i long thuong nhd,
Mo cdnh chim béing tai ddu thua.

Da Cam

Thanh phé chim sdu trong gidc ngi
Trd vé hu do chuyén bon chen.
Ngé nghiéng khung cita troi vo dinh
C6 ké ngiing tay viét dudi den.

Mo Ding

May xdm lui vé thach déng xa
Troi xanh khoi méng cfi thong gia
Choi lan néi vdi doi hoang yén:

. A A A A
"Em doi xudn vé dé tro hoa!"

Tinh Da

Cita khuya cai nita vat sao,
Phdn huong theo gié lac vao vion trinh
Dé giun cdt khiic giao tinh

Nhén nho mét déa hoa quynh goi trang

Vuan Ca

Ndng dd ém ma gié ciing ém.
Vion mai, to liéu rii canh mém.
Con vanh khuyén chdan duong luu lac

Ngéng got hai théu déng bic thém.

Xuan Ti

Xom vdng ém dém dét béng may,
Léc non vuong vdn khéi tram bay.
C6 con chim gdy, budn khong hét,

Nhin mdi mét dan buém miia may.

NON

DNOS



TUY BUT - FREE WRITING

A

SONG

NON

/\
Jox
2

— Xong chua con? — C6 ti€ng clia md
tOi.

— Da sip xong rb6i. M4 néi Gt TAm
don ban ra la vira.

Ba tdi tur trong phong budc ra:

— Cha, mui gi ma thom qua. Dao nay
con Dung nau dn khd ghé. Ba né, né
sdp qua mit ba rdi d6.

— Phai rdi, md toi trd 15i, con hon
cha nha c6 phiic ma. N6 cang nau én
2iéi tdi cang ming. Chd bu cho dao
trudc.

Nghe md ndi, téi chgt néng birng ca
mit. Dao trudc, phdi, dao trudc.

Dao true, mdi 14n to6i vao bép 1a mdi
1an m4 toi than thd:

— Riét r6i tao khong hi€u ndi bon con
gdi tui may nita. Sdp 14y chdng rdi
ma ndu mot bita in ciing khdng xong.
Chéng bl cho tui tao ngay xua. Biing
tudi may bay gid 1a tao da c6 thé nau

in cho mot ddm cudi rdi! Chic, chic,
md toi chép miéng, "Khong hiu mit
thing Huy & ddu ma n6 ciing chiu khé
thuong may", chéc... chic...

Nhirng ldc d6 t6i lai chu md 1én:

— M4 di, bay gid la thap nién 90 roi.
Con gdi dau cAn bi€t niu dn vin c6 thé
18y chdng nhu thudng ma. Bat qud nita
con va Huy dn com thdng, khoi phai
ria chén va dd mat cong hoi nha.

M4 t6i chi con biét lic dau chiu thua
cdi 1y 1& ngang nhu cua cla t6i ma
thoi. Ba lai ti€p tuc bai ca bat hi mdi
khi t6i vao b&p. Nhung c6 mot Ian,
moi chuyén bién chuyén hoin toan.
N6 da bi€n t6i tr mot difa con géi
vung vé& b&p nic thanh mot tay niu in
kha nhu hdm nay.

LAn dé, toi theo Huy vé nha thim ba
me anh. Vira budc vao ctra 1a toi da tdi
mat. Mui thiic an thdm ling tif trong
bé&p bay ra, md anh dang niu in.

Phuong Giang

— Thua bdc, bic ¢6 cin con phu céi
gi khong?

T6i hdi ma trong bung ddnh 16 t0, chi
cau mong ba giao cho t6i may viéc
lat vat nhu rira chén hay 14t rau nhu
nhitng 14n trudc.

— Dung ha? May qud, lai phu bdc
cudn chd gid di con. Cha con né déi
r6i d6, hai bac chiu minh phai nhanh
tay méi dugc.

T6i ngdn ngo. Cha gido w? An thi toi
biét vi 12 mén rudt clia tdi ma. Nhung
ma cudn thi eo 6i. Nhin tay m4 clia
Huy thoin thodt mic thit, bd tdm, rdi
cudn, tdi hoa cd mit va dim liéu.
Nhung sao ma khé qud, khong phdi dé
dang nhu md ctia Huy 1am. Cdi chd gio
cla toi khi thi map U nhu don banh tét,
¢6 lic lai dai thong nhu con luon. Nhin
thdy tdi ddanh vat v6i miy cudn cha
2i0, md Huy thuong hai bo:

— Khdng quen cudn chd gid hd con?
Khong sao du, 1am riét rdi quen thoi.
Thoi con c6 may cudn, d€ d6 bac lam
cho. Con di ném dum béc ndi sdp trén
bép di.

Cdi phan nay thi d& hon. Tbi vdi tay
18y hii mu6i, lic 1ic. Mudi khong chiu
xudng. Téi 1d¢c manh hon.
X20...20...0.... Mot bum mudi to d6
tran vao ndi xup.

— A... -- t6i linh quynh muén khéc.
— Cdi gi vady Dung? Con bi phdng
h4?

M4 Huy 14t dat bé may cudn cha giod
xudng, budc voi dén bén toi.



— Da khong, nhung ma ndi sip...

Toi thodng thdy md ctia Huy nhin
mit khi ba né€m lai ndi sdp, nhung ba
chi no6i:

— Chi hdi min mot ti con a, vin ngon
nhu thudng ma.

Sau bita an, Huy dua toi vé. Trén
dudng di anh héi:

— Sao im ling vy Dung? Bd m4d niu
an khong ngon ha?

— Huy con néi nita. May cudn cha gid
Huy ché cudn khong khéo 1a ctia em
cu6n dé. Pa vay con ché stip min chit
nita, b Huy khong biét 13 em ném siip
sao? -- toi phung phiu -- may ma ma
Huy khong la dé.

— Anh diu c6 biét. Thudng thi anh
thdy ma giao cho Dung viéc 1t rau
thoi ma. Thdi cho anh xin 13i vay.

Im ling, médc cho Huy tim di moi cdch
dé 1am cho t6i vui, nhung khong hiéu
sao t6i vin bi 4m &nh bdi chuyén ldc
ndy. Nhung ldc ay trong 1ong toi chot
ndy ra mét y dinh.

Nhitng ngay sau d6 t6i 4m tham di
mua sdch hoc 1am mot ba ndi trg gidi.
DPAu tién 12 nhitng mén in dé nhu kho
thit, ndu canh, sau d6 1a nhitng mén
khé6 hon, cAu ky hon nhu bin bd Hué,
ga dong 6. Ngay qua ngay, tdi thdy
tay nghé cia minh ngay mot ti€n bd
hon.

Ma t61 khong con ché canh médn, cdm
nhédo nita. Thay vao d6, ba chi cho toi
nhitng bi quyét, cdch trinh bay nhitng
moén dn sao cho ngon, cho dep. P& dén
bay gi® tdi da trd thanh mot ba ndi trg
ddm dang rdi do6.

Khong nhitng ma t6i dep bd bai ca bat hii
cla ba, ma me Huy ciing hai long. T6i
trd thanh trg thi dic luc clia hai ba me
vao nhifng ngay nha dii tiéc ti€p khach.
Nhung c6 1& ngudi sung suéng nhit vin
1a Huy, bdi vi anh khong cdn bi con ac
mong an com thang 4m anh nita.

Phuong Giang
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GOC CUGI — LAUGHING CORNER

Trong nhitng ngay dau nam 1999, céng dong nguoi Viét tai quin
Cam da xon xao voi "hién tuong" Trdn Truong, chii nhdn tiém cho
thué bang vidéo HI-TEK, da ngang nhién treo co Cong sdn va danh
H6 Chi Minh, véi nhiéu thdi dé thdch thitc cong dong Viét. Pd cé
rdt nhiéu phdn iing, ghi nhdn trong gidi truyén thong Viét Ngit va
Hoa Ky. Hay xem du ludn da va dang noi gi, qua lang kinh hai hudc
ciia hoa si biém sinh vién Etcetera.
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Déng bao cla chiing ta

Vao thing r6i, anh Quang, modt guong
mit "tré" di ting va dang nhiét tinh
hing hdi hoat dong trong cdc hdi doan
sinh vién VN tai hdi ngoai, vira c6 cd
hoi d€ "ganh" gia tai 1An 1ong hdo tim
vé Viét Nam dé€ 1am tron bdn phin clia
mot Viét Kiéu yéu nude. Khi tré vé My,
anh c6 mang rit nhiéu qua qué huong
vé cho cédc ban sinh vién cting nhém
sinh hoat: nao 1a keo me, keo chudi,
mit ging, tuyén tip thd vin, tu dién
Anh-Viét, Viét-Anh v..v..., v cd mot
ring hinh dnh thing cdnh ma anh di c6
cd hoi chup dugc rdi rdc trén dudng du
lich. Khi dugc héi anh ¢6 cdm nghi gi
vé chuyén di (khong biét 1an thit may!)
vé nudc vira qua, anh Quang di rung
rung nudc mit phat bi€u qua mot giong
néi ngdm nglii dy xdc dong, "Khd 1im
cdc ban! Anh rat dau 1ong khi chinh mit
tha'y dong bao cta minh phdi séng trong
cinh khén ciing, 1am than nhu vay. Oi
budn, budn 1Am!"

Lic d6 ¢c6 mdt ban vira luge qua mot
x4p hinh véi nhiéu ki€u nit & mién cao
nguyén, 40 hoa sdc s3. Trong d6 co
khodng chuc tAm véi hinh anh Quang
miéng cudi toe toét chup chung véi
mdt nang son nit duyén ding, ki€u sa
véi vé mit mic cd, khép nép ditng k&
bén anh. Ban 4y ngac nhién chia nhitng
tAm 4nh d6 hdi cho c6 1&, "Ai vdy anh
Quang?"

Thé& 1a anh Quang lai... toe toét ham
ring ra y chang nhu trong hinh, nhung
1an nay lai mang vé then tho (ctia nang
son nif) va ap dng, "Aaaa... a... A... ...
O hay! Thiing nay nhiéu chuyén! Thi
13... ddng bao ctia minh dé!"

Jay-P




TRAC NGHIEM TINH YEU

Suu tAm

Tudng tugng néu ban ¢ hen véi ngudi yéu.

1. C6 hai con dudng d€ di dén nhi ngudi yéu, ban sé&
chon con dudng nao:

a. Con dudng quanh co, dai

b. Con dudng thing va ngin

2. Pi ngang qua tiém hoa, ban muén mua hoa ting ngudi
yéu. C6 hai mau hoa, ban s&€ chon mau nao:

a. Mau dd

b. Mau tring

3. P&n nha, bAim chudng hoai nhung ngudi yéu khdng ra
md ciia, ban sé:

a. P& hoa lai trudc thém cira

b. Pem hoa vé

4. Gid sit ban td mo, di vong qua sin sau va thdy ngudi
yéu dang ngu, ban sé:

a. Panh thdc ngudi yéu day

b. Khong ddnh thitc ma ditng ngdm mot hoi

5. Khi ra vé, ban chon:

a. Con dudng ngin
b. Con dudng dai

Giai dap:
1.
a. Ban thudc loai ngudi yéu tir tir, im hiu ky ddi tuong
r6i mdi chiu yéu
. Ban 12 loai ngudi yéu theo ti€ng sét 4i tinh

. Tinh yéu ctia ban ndng nan, ruc chdy
. Tinh yéu clia ban rit don so, gian di

b
2
a
b
3
a. Ban mudn ngudi xua nhé téi minh

b. Ban khong mudn ngudi xwa nhd dén khi tinh da qua di
4

a

b

5

a

b

. Ban 1a ngudi c6 chit ghen hon trong khi yéu
. Ban 1a ngudi khong cé tinh ghen tudng

. Ban 12 ngudi dé dang quén di mdi tinh da cii
. Ban 12 ngudi rdt khé quén dit mdi tinh Ay da di qua

Politics Defined!

This little boy goes to his dad and asks, "What is Politics?"
Dad says, "Well son, let me try to explain it this way. [ am
the breadwinner of the family, so let's call me Capitalism.
Your mom, she's the dministrator of the money, so we'll
call her the Government. We're here to take care of you
needs, so we'll call you the People. The nanny, we'll
consider her the Working Class. And your baby brother,
we'll call him the Future. Now, think about that and see
if that makes sense."

So the little boy goes off to bed thinking about what Dad
has said. Later that night he hears his baby brother crying,
so he gets up to check on him. He finds that the baby
has severely soiled his diaper. So the little boy goes to
his parents' room and finds his mother sound asleep. Not
wanting to wake her, he goes to the nanny's room. Finding
the door locked, he peeks in the keyhole and sees his
father in bed with the nanny. He gives up and goes back
to bed.

The next morning, the little boy says to his father, "Dad, I
think I understand the concept of politics now." The father
says, "Good, son, tell me in your own words what you think
politics is about."

The little boy replies, "Well, while Capitalism is screwing
the working class, the Government is sound asleep, the
People are being ignored and the Future is in Deep Shit."
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cing bi chi trich 12 bit chudc rap
khudn phong cdch cia ban nhac
Pearl Jam, di cho ra dia nhac diu
tién rit thanh cong mang tén "In
My Prison." N6i mdt cach khich
quan, day la dia nhac that hay
vdi nhiéu ca khic xuit sic. Ca
khic "What's This Life Is For"
nghe that du dudng tuyét vdi trong
khi "One" nghe thit manh bao
va cudng nhiét. Ti€ng guitar dao
dau trong "What's This Life Is
For" tuyét hay, khong thé bd qua
dugc!!! Qua that, nghe thodng qua
giong ca cla Scott Stapp nghe

Nhac rock la loai nhac bat nguon tr nhac rhythm va
nhac blue va c6 ti€t tAu sinh dong, cudng nhiét va
bi€n héa khong ngiing. Nim '98 dd ghi nhan thém
nhiéu ban nhac mdi vao kho tang nhac tré thé gidi.
Nhiéu ban nhac méi da ndi 1én trong ndm 1998; hau
hét nhitng tén tudi méi ndi 1én nhu Days of The New,
Creed, Marcy Playground va Everclear déu sdng tdc
nhitng ca khiic "hit" & thé diéu nhanh trong ti€ng tréng
doén dap. Nhitng ban nhac dang ndi ti€ng nhu Foo
Fighters, Pearl Jam va Metallica van ti€p tuc khai thdc
giong nhac nhip nhanh dé& 16i cudn nay.

Pic biét, hai ban nhac di vuot trdi 1én trén hét véi
nhiéu ca khdc "hit" trong ndm qua 1a Days Of The
New va Creed. Ban nhac Days Of The Day gom c6
bon thanh vién la tay guitar kiém ca si Travis Meeks,
Todd Whitener, Jesse Vest, va Matt Taul. Giong ca
trAm Am ctia Travis Meeks 1am ching ta nhé giong
ca cta Scott Weiland trong nhém nhac Stone Temple
Pilots. Bia nhac "Days Of The New" sinh ddng vdi
ti€ng dan thiing va nhitng 18i ca chin thit nhung manh
mé&. Ca khiic "Solitute" di tir khic dao ddu ém dju dén
ti€ng gao thét; va trong "Touch, Peel And Stand," ti€ng
hit ddy gian dit xen ldn trong nhitng hgp Am cham
rdi. Ban tré nao yéu thich Stone Temple Pilots chic
chin sé& yéu thich dia nhac ndy. Ban nhac Creed, mot
tén tudi mdi ndi 1én dugc nhiéu ngudi yéu thich song

that giong Eddie Vedder clia ban
nhac Pearl Jam, nhung n&u ling nghe ky ta sé& phan
biét dugc ai 12 ai! Hay ling nghe ca khic "What's
This Life Is For":

"

If there's any way

Because the answer lies in you

Don't say a last prayer

Because you could never find

What's this life for

But they ain't here anymore

Don't have to settle the score

Cause we all live

Under the reign of one king"

Nam '98 da vang ddi v6i nhitng ca khic that sinh
dong nhu "I Will Buy You A New Life" va "Father
Of Mine" cua Everclear, "Inside Out" cia Eve 6,
"Sex and Candy" cia Marcy Playground, "One" cta
Creed, "Bittersweet" cla Fuel, "Perfect" ciia Smashing
Pumpkins, "Karma Police" (Radiohead)...Ddc biét ca
khiic "I Will Buy You A New Life" rat dugc gi6i tré
yéu thich véi diép khidc that thyc t&€ nhung rit ddng
yéu (diic biét d6i vdi nhitng ban géi):



"I will buy you a garden
Where your flower can bloom
I will buy you a new car
Perfect shiny and new

I will buy you that big house
Way up in the west hills

I will buy you a new life"

Theo tap chi Billboard, mudi ca khiic
nhac rock dugc wa chudng nhat clia
nim '98 la Blue On Black (ban nhac
Kenny Wayne Shepherd, My Own
Prison va What's This Life For (Creed),
The Down Town va Touch, Feel and
Stand (Days Of The New), Sex and
Candy (Marcy Playground), Closing
Time (Semisonic), Shimmer (Fuel) va
Time Of Your Life (Green Day).

More Suicide"... Giong ca cia John
Wozniak that ngot ngao, that du duong
trong ca khiic "One More Suicide".

Ngoai ra, khd nang sidng tao khong
ngiing clia hai anh chang khdng 16
Metallica va Aerosmith trong th€ giGi
nhac rock ctia Hoa Ky cling nhu cda
thé gidi cang 1am cho nhac rock nim
'98 thém nhiéu sinh dong va cudn hit.
Véi am thanh va phong cdch vAn manh
mé nhu ngay nao khi tung ra dia nhac
"... And Justice For All", Metallica lai
lam cho gi6i hAim md vui mung véi
dia nhac "Garage, Inc.", chia nhiéu
ca khic d& lam giéi hAim md nhd lai
nhitng ca khiic vd cling cudng nhiét
trong ti€ng lead guitar thin toc cda
Kirk Hammett trong dia nhac "Kill 'Em

Trong s& cdc nhém nhac mdi ndi 1én
trong ndm qua, Marc Playground cé
thé dugc coi 1a nhém nhac ding yéu
nhat! Marcy Playground bao gdm ba
thanh vién 1a Dylan Keefe, Dan Rieser
va John Wozniak. Pia nhac dau tay
mang tén "Marcy Playground” 1a mot
tap hop gdm nhitng ca khic cé giai
diéu nhe nhang, ma trong s6 d6 "Sex
And Candy" la ca khic da lot vao
danh sich mudi ca khic hay nhat
trong nam. Ngoai ra, dia nhac nay con
c6 nhitng ca khic xuit sic khdc nhu
"Saint Joe On The School Bus", "One

AlL" Trong khi d6, ban nhac Aerosmith
da cho ra dia nhac "Nine Lives", va
nhiéu ca khiic riéng 18 khéc; giong kim
cla chang ca si Steven Tyler trong
Aerosmith 1am nhiéu ban tré say mé
vGi ban tinh ca thit nhe nhang "I Don't
Want To Miss A Thing," ca khic chinh
ctia phim Armagedon. Ca hai ca khic
"I Don't Want To Miss A Thing" va
"Pink" trong dia "Nine Lives" déu dugc
dé ctr ra tranh gidi Grammy nim 1999.

N6i dén nhac rock trong nim qua,
ta can phdi ké d&n nhitng dia nhac

xudt sic khic nhu "Be Here Now"
(Oasis), "Adore" (Smashing Pumpkins),
"Dizzy Up The Girl" (Goo Goo Dolls),
"Yield" (Pearl Jam), "OK Computer"
(Radiohead), "Celebrity Skin" (Hole),
"The Color And The Shape" (Foo
Fighters) va "Americana" (Offspring).
Sau dia nhac thanh cong "(What's The
Story) Morning Glory?" hai anh em
Gallagher di nd Iuc cho ra dia nhac k&
ti€p "Be Here Now". Van véi giong ca
trong sang, Oasis lai chinh phuc ngudi
nghe v6i nhitng béan tinh ca nhe nhang.
"The Color And The Shape", "Celebrity
Skin" va "Americana" la ba dia nhac
cudng nhiét véi nhitng ca khiic manh
mé rit dudc wa chudng nhu "Everlong",
"My Hero", "Celebrity Skin", "Malibu"
va "Pretty Fly (For A White Guy).
Ca khic "Iris" cia Goo Goo Dolls 1a
ca khdc chinh trong phim "City Of
Angels". La album thd ba theo sau
"Pablo Honey" (1993) va "The Bends"
(1995), "OK Computer" dudgc hdoa am
cobng phu, tinh xdo dudc coi 1a tuyét tac
clia Radiohead. Trong nhiéu ca khic
trong dia nhac nay, ti€ng guitar gian dir
quyén vao tiéng dan piano thdnh thét
trong nhitng 4m thanh ky 4o cia dan
organ va tiéng ca ctia Thom Yorke tao
nén nhitng giai diéu va am thanh c6
siic 4m 4nh rdt manh, ching han nhu
trong ca khic dai "Paranoid Android"
va "Climbing Up The Walls". Trong
ndm qua, Smashing Pumpkins va Pearl
Jam cling da sdng tdc hai dia nhac
trau chuét ctia ho. Pia nhac"Adore"
mém diu va sdu sic, cling nhu dia
nhac "Yield". Ca khtic "Ava Adore" va
"Perfect” 14 hai trong nhiéu ca khiic trit
tinh 1ang man trong "Adore".

Nhac rock nim 1998 13 cAu ndi cia
dong nhac rock ctia nhitng nim trudc
va dong nhac rock hién dai ctia cudi
the ky 20 sip tdi. Nhicu dia hay da
dugc sdng tao trong nim 1997-1998,
xting dang dudc suu tAm vao thu vién
am nhac cta cédc ban tré yéu nhac.

The Sand Man
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Westernization and Assimilation

Dinh Le

It used to bother me to think that I have
been "Westernized" and "assimilated."
Some irrational thoughts deep inside
my brain cries out that I have lost
my cultural identity, that I have no
originality, just an embodiment of
borrowed foreign concepts. These were
heavy doses of low-self-esteem
medicine that tasted bitter when I was
a young boy struggling to adjust to new
cultures. That irrationality, I believe,
had been caused by the differing,
vague, and sometimes contradictory
interpretations and implications of the
concepts "Westernization" and
"assimilation" -- that I perceived from
and

family members, the media,

peers.

The troublesome concept appeared the
day my mother told me in her caring
and concerned voice, "Don't sell out to
the Westerners, son." Although today
I can not recall the events surrounding
that occasions, I knew that my mother
meant well and that piece of loaded
advice struck into my soul. Her advice
caused me to reevaluate my actions
in order to justify many of the choices
that I have made with regards to
Westernization and selling out. In this
piece, 1 will present my own
interpretation and shed some light on
this complicated matter and hope you
can better understand the sensitive
nature of the concept of Westernization

from an immigrant's point of view.

During the writing of this, I sent
electronic mail to a couple of friends
asking them to describe their own
interpretations of "Westernization" and

"assimilation" with funny ancecdotes,
if they could think of any. They kindly
complied. My intention was to illustrate
that
difficulties
"Westernization" means, and I was

even Westerners encounter

conceptualizing  what
right. The electronic mail conversations
that I had with these friends revealed
deeper understanding into the good
and bad aspects of the diversity in our
society.

As for my own point of view, I begin
the search for meaning by consulting
Webster's Random House Dictionary.

A PERSPECTIVE

It defines "to Westernize" as "to make
or become Western in character;"
similary, it defines "to assimilate" as
"to take in and incorporate as one's
own; to absorb; to assimilate new
ideas." Thus, to Westernize is to take
in and incorporate Western customs
and institutions as one's own. This is a
natural process that has provoked my
resistance against, acceptance of, and
conformance to the different customs
and institutions of three Western sub-
cultures: a small mid-western town, a
predominantly Hispanic neighborhood,
and the culturally diverse University



of California, Los Angeles.

Yes, I have adopted many customs
and values of these cultures, but most
of these adaptation was done with
my consent or under my own terms.
For instance, I have adopted hoops,
sex, and rock and roll as my new
religion. I have come to believe that
I can find inner peace and happiness
practicing this new religion. I have
adopted cannibis hemp as my national
emblem. I am convinced that this plant
can save the world. I have resisted in
joining any group that has rules and
regulations. Needless to say, I haven't
found any acceptable group yet. I have
been compelled to conform by paying
taxes. So I pay them.

I have not lost my cultural identity
through Westernization. Rather, I have
selectively gained three new identities.
The reason I felt otherwise had to
do with the "us versus them" attitude
during my early years, with the media
and with my peers. Within a family
of recently- arrived immigrants, a new
feeling of nationalism for the old
country tends to become a predominant
attitude in the early years. My family
was no different. Besides my mother's
advice, I recalled one of my brothers
whining about the pitiful Vietnamese
people getting screwed throughout their
thousands of years of history by the
Chinese, the French, the Japanese,
and the Americans. His low-esteem
portrayal of the Vietnamese race put
me down.

It took me a while to convince my
brother, through our confrontations, to
ease up on this attitude. I do sympathize
with my brother for being opinionated,
though. In the early years, there were
mainstream people who preferred to
make fun of our apparent differences.
Their comments hurt. Some of these
people are the makers of movies that
exploit American patriotism as a box
office draw. I wonder whether they
are aware of their detrimental effects

on the true meaning of Westernization
and upon the people such movies put
down. I am referring to movies like
"Rambo" and "The Deer Hunter."
Granted, "Rambo" is a Stallone movie
that emphasizes pure entertainment.
Even so, "The Deer Hunter" conveys a
much more serious tone and message.
I was flipping through the channels and
caught the scene where the prisoners
of war -- played by Robert DeNiro,
and other megastars -- were totured by
a bunch of small, angry men with no
rhetorical variety, enjoying a nice game
of human sacrifice called "Russian
Roulette." For some reason, although
I was born in Saigon, I associated
myself with those Viet Cong. I turned
off the television, walked around the
neighbourhood, kicked the can, and
thought to myself, "Man, the Americans
must think T am really shallow, even
Bob DeNiro, my hero." I was a very
young man then.

I regret choosing this topic for it brings
back unpleasant memories that do
injustice to my overall experience with
being Westernized. It has been
extremely difficult to find the truth, to
avoid generalizations, and to keep it
within its true context. The seemingly
over dramatized point that I wanted
to get across was the result of deep
introspection. During a walk to the
village for dinner, I wondered out loud
to a couple of friends about why I
decided to take Speech. One of the
friends, who at that time did not know
me very well, suggested that I was
trying to elevate my economic status
in American society by improving one
of the skills that will inch me closer
to corporate wealth. There is nothing
wrong with that intention. But it
contradicts with my personal belief. I
don't groom my soul for the corporate
world. So I write this piece to justify
that spirit.

Dinh Le
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— Khong! Khong! Khong! Toi
khong con yéu em nita.

—1,2,3,4,..

Giong thiing Hai 6 é d&€m nhip theo
ti€ng nhac bat hét c¢d xen 1in tiéng
cudi néi 6n ao cda cd ddm uta vao
phong khién to6i gidt minh tinh gifc.
M4y gid r6i ma tui hin da lam giic
ngoai kia? T6i vira thim nghi vira quo
tay qud quang tim dong hd. Trdi dat
thién dia oi, chua dé€n 10 gio sing. Toi
byc bdi van hét sic hét 16n trude khi
chiim chin 1én diu rang ngi ti&p:

— E, im hét di nha tui bay cho tao
ngu chiit coi.

Nhu dé dép lai, mot trang ti€ng
dong inh i cta d6 vat roi rét cling
ti€ng cudi rd 1&én dap vao tai toi. Chiu
hét ndi, t6i bt tung khdi giudng va
lao ra ngoai phong khach nhu mot tran
cudng phong, rdi la 16n:

— Tao di bdo im cho tao ngl rdi

ma....
Pang gian dit, tdi bat chgt im bt
khi nhin thdy cidnh ngén ngang 16n x6n
bay ra trudc mit. Ban gh€ chong chit
tim tum mot x6 nha. Géc kia thi bira
bai day dién, dia CD quing lung tung
bén gian nhac. Chinh inh ngay chinh
gifta 12 mot dong hdn don. Ké sdch 14t
ip de 1én lung thing HAi. Con thiing
Quang rom thi bi tAim than lyc ludng
cla thing Hai de 1én nén vira la chéi
161 vira day dua t& tung nhu con rua
bi 1at nglra vay.

Té&u that. Hén chi cd ddm c& 6m
bung cudi rd 1én. Toi ding siing do,
nira buc nira budn cudi, nhin hai dia

ling ting loay hoay mai mdi ding
day dudc giita dong sich v3, lon nudc
ngot, vé bia, bao thudc 14, gidy bdo cii
rdi vii 1on xon. Thing Quang vira hdn
hén thd, vira 1du bau:

— Xém chét. May dirng ¢6 nhd tao
nita nghe, Trau Nudc.

Thing Hai gii gii ddu cudi 16n
1én:

— Tai tao 16 da.
nghen.

Xin 16i may

— Heéhéhé.... Nhd nao chiu nhdy
véi may chic phdi mang gidy sit dé
Hai.

— Con phdi mic 4o gidp sit nita...

Thiing Vi va thing Ting xen vio
lJam cd ddm lai lin ra cudi bd lin
bd cang. Toi khong hi€u diu duoi tai
nheo ra sao nén khéu thiing Duy hdi
nho:

Tu Diém

— Chuyén gi vy may??

— A, thing Hai nh3 thing Quang
lam dao day n6 nhdy miy diéu lam
von @€ ky nay du da vii cudi nam dé.
M¢éi thtt chit xiu, thing Hai da dap
chan thing Quang rom c& chuc Ian.
Pa vdy né con Ui tring cdi k& sdch
lam dd dac rét tung tée, xong 15 trén
té de thing Quang xém chiit dep 1ép.
May khong c6 mit xem hai dda 1am
trd. Thiét udng hét sic....

A, thi ra 12 vay. T6i nhéch mép
cudi thAm, khong cin nghe ti€p nifa.
Cdi thing Hai vung vé to xdc ma ciing
bay dit hoc dodi nhdy nhét nita hay
sao? Nhé nao chiu 1am partner cda né
chic phai udng thudc liéu, con khong
chic ciling ting ting. Toi liing thitng
quay lung tinh vé phong ngt ti€p thi
ti€ng thiing Tung vang lén:



— May chiu thifc r6i d6 ha Hung.
Truyén chit nghé cho thing Hai lam
phudc.

T6i lng khirng:

— D& bita khéc tinh sau. Thifc su6t
cd tuin lo hoc thi mét gn chét. Mdi
ngd gin ba ti€ng thi bi tui bay phd
ddm...

— Lam gi ma o0di qud miy. Dzo
rira mit rdi ra dugt cho né vai chiéu di,
kéo toi nghiép 18 tai... hing x6m.

— Hay may s¢ né trdi hon miy
nén diu nghé?

Pang mét vi thi€u ngil, lai nghe
cai giong x4 xién moc hong cla thing
Tung khiéu khich, tdi khong kém dugc
con néng nén néi huych toet diéu dang
nghi:

— Tao ngdn gi n6 chd. Du c6
truyén hét nghé rudt cho thing Hai,
chic gi da ¢6 nhd ndo chju 1am partner
ctia n6? Hoa may c6 nhé khiing....

Tridt xong con gidn, t6i mdi thdy
héi han vi da choc thing vao ndi dau
clia thing Hdi mot cdch thd bao, tan
nhin. C4 ddm ha h6c mdm, khong biét
n6i chi chi nhin sitng thing Hai. C6 1&
n6 cling chodng vang vi 161 néi cda toi
nhu mot qué bda ta thinh linh t trén
rdi xudng dap thing vao ti huyét nén
chi ding nhu trdi trong. Lan da ngay
thudng sim mau, gid chgt hong 1én,
dd tng rdi chuyén sang mau tdi xanh.
Miéng né lip bip nhitng Am thanh
khong nghe rd. May ngén tay chudi
mén tr t co lai thAinh nim dAm dudng

nhu mudn tung thing vao khudn mit
ddng ghét clia toi, nhung r6i lai chAm
chdm md ra va budng thong hai bén
hong mot cach nhin nhyc. Téi dam ra
ling ting, ching thd né dam tdi mot
cti troi gidng rdi hai difa ngoéo tay x{
hué con hon 12 thdi d6 chiu dung cam
phéan nhu vay.

Bau khong khi trong phong trim
hdn xudng, chi con ti€ng nhac dap
ddén vAn vo tinh xody vao tai ching
t0i. Mot lic sau, thing Duy "con g4i"
(biét hiéu do t6i dit cho nd) e dé 1én
tiéng:

— Thoi tré r6i, di an hong tui bay?

Cau mdi chao cla thing Duy nhu
mot chit xic tic ddnh thic cd dim
ra khdi con sting s6t. Thiing Vi lién
phu hoa theo:

— Ua, di an di tui bay, tao déi
roi.

To6i gat gu, dinh ngd y s€ bao cd
ddm mot bita d€ chudc cdi toi 16 ming
clia minh thi thing Tung, lai cdi thing
chuyén mon phd dam, xia vo:

— An thi in, nhung ky da vii nay
ddta nao héng tim ra partner thi phai
khao c4 ddm d6 nghen bay. Thiing nao
ché&t nhat thi dirng c6 bit do kéo thua
rdi d6 thira tao, nhat 1a thiing Hai...

Vira néi né vua nhin chim chim
vao mit thing Hai. Ty dung, t6i nghe
ludng mdu néng trong minh nhyv dang
cudn cudn chdy, chi mudn tung mot ct
gid 14i vao cdi mi€ng dang cuGi nhidn
nhd cda thing Tung rdi ra sao thi sao.

Ua ma tdi that sy mudn trd diia gidp
thiing Hai hay chi nhiim ngudi ndi hoi
han dang 4m { trong 1ong minh? Y nghi
thodng qua nay khi&n tdi con ngin ngir
chua bi€t ¢6 nén ra chiéu hay khong
thi thiing Hai da cao giong néi:

— Ding cé huyénh hoang nha
Tung. Ky nay, may rding md to mit
ma xem. Tao nhat dinh s& m&i Huyén
Tran lam partner cida tao.

Hai chit Huyén Trin nhu mot qud
bom n& tung lam ching t6i bang hoang
nhin nhau. Huyén Trin! Phdi ching
thing HAi dang nhic dén hoa khoi
trudng t6i? Phai ching ndé phét sing
sau ci diém huyét clia toi ciing vdi
don bdi theo clia thing Tung nén néi
xam cho bd ghét?

Dudng nhu ciing y nghi, cd ddm
nhin nhau rdi bat cudi. Thing Quang
bd bd nobi:

— E, may dimg bit tao gid lam
Huyén Tran nghen Hai.

— Ua, coi bd chic ky nay may
dugc 1am dio chinh cho thing Hai roi
d6 Quang.

— Hahabha... dau bung qua tui bay
di, 1an dau mé6i dugc nghe thing Hai
n6i chuyén ti€u 1am.

Mic cho ching t6i nhao nhao ch&
ridu, thing Hai chi 1Am 1i budng thong
mot cau:

— Tao da néi r6i, tin hay khong
tlly tui bay. Bita d6 sé& biét.

— & d6 ma nim md. C3 thing
Hung con chua ddm I6n 161 nita 1a
may.

Cau néi khiéu khich cda thing
Tung dap manh vao tu 4i khién toi
ndi sting bat chgt, quén ludn cdi y
dinh 1am lanh véi thing Hii. U, thing
Tung ndi cling diing. Cao rdo, dep trai,
hao hoa, da tai va gidi tdn nhu t6i ma
con chua ddm manh miéng, hudng hod
cll 1an Ita ¢@ thiing HAi. To6i bat gidc
ngodnh dau lai thi bit gip ngay tia
méit thiing Hdi dang nhin t6i. Mot cdch
nhin it la, t6i chua tiing thdy bao
gi0, vira c6 vé khiéu khich kiéu hanh,
vira dudng nhu run run lo ling, biét
khé nhung van cuong quyé€t mudn lam
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bing dugc. Anh mit nhu mot lui dao
x0dy manh vao tim toi, nhu ngon la
hdéng dang thiéu dot 1ong toi khi€n ty
4i clia toi ding cao va rdi bat thanh
tirng tiéng chic nich:

— Thiing Hai ma mdJi dugc Huyén
Tran, tao tinh nguyén dua xe cho né
mugn mot thang lién vo diéu kién.

N6i xong, t6i nh&ch mép cudi nita
miéng, biing tay rdi bdo:

— Thoi di dn tyi bay, chuyén mai
mot thi mai mdt biét sau.

C4 ddm kéo nhau di, nhung mdi
dta con ban ron theo dudi y nghi riéng
nén bita dn that nhat nh&o va gugng
gao0...

000

— Hung a, ky nay may tinh chon
nhd nao lam partner vay?

— Con sém, tao chua tinh. Nhung
in chung gi d€n may ma thic mic?

Thiy t6i hoi quau vi bi quiy r6i
gitra ltic dang suy nghi tim 16i gidi cho
bai todn héc bua, thing Duy vdi ap
tng gidi thich:

— O, tai tao... tai tao mudn.....

N6 méi ling bing néi dugc may
cdu mit may dd do tia tai, bén 1&n tya
nhu con gdi, thi€t ding v4i cdi biét
danh toi dit. T6i nifa sing mudn dudi
thing Duy di chd khdc ding khdi phi
thi gid, nira t6i nghiép nén con chan
chr. C6 1& thing Duy ciing ngén toi
ndi gian nén rang thu can ddm néi mot
mach nhu dang trd bai:

— O, tai tao muén mdSi nhd Ha
Lan lam partner nhung Ha Lan néi
néu may khong mdi nhd ta thi Ha Lan
mdi chiu nhan 151 tao...

— Hahaha, thi ra 1a viy.

T6i phd 1én cuGi médc ké nhitng tia
nhin khé chiu cda moi ngudi chung
quanh. Mén oi, hén chi thing Duy ban
tim rao d6n héi han ndy gid. To6i dinh
tréu cho né 1én rudt choi, nhung nhin
vé mit cau khin dén toi nghiép cia
noé nén lai thoi:

— Okie, may yén tim ma mdi Ha
Lan di dang nao tao ciing khong dinh
chon nhd ta....

— Cém on may nhiéu nhiéu. Thoi

bye, tao phdi di phone cho Ha Lan
biét lién.

Thing Duy nhdy cdn 1én, tiu tit néi
xong 1di lao vut ra ctta. C6 18 ngudi
tring s6 ddc ddc ciing chua ming bing
n6 nita. T6i nhin theo, 1ic dau rdi quay
vé v6i bai vé dang dd dang, nhung
khong tai nao tap trung nén suy nghi
lan man. A, Ha Lan, cd nang bén Héa
xinh x4n v6i mdi téc dm tron khudn
mit bau binh véi ddi mit tron xoe den
lay 1dy. Du bi€t cd bé thuong tham
t6i tir dao méi nhap hoc, cif tim cd dé
quian quanh bén canh nhung t6i vin
vd nhu khong bi€t vi con ban ron véi
nhitng béng héng khic. Ty dung hinh
dnh ci bay con gdi vin thudng xim
xit quanh t6i hang ngay chgt lugt qua
trong 6c. Nao 12 Van Khanh yéu kiéu
wa hdn dbi voi vinh, Thdo Vy nhi
nhidnh v6i d6i md lim dong tién dé
thuong, Phi Phi tré trung nghich nggm
v6i mdi téc tém. Rdi con Lé Van
xinh nhu mot nang cong chda Nhat
Ban, Bich Huyén duyén ddng, dim
thim,..... Nhung ndi bat nhit 1a Hai
Yén véi vé dep 10ng 14y sic sdo khién
rung dong long ngudi. Ching th€ ma
biét bao t&én da phdi tan ndt cdi long
vi Hai Yén trong khi nang chi 6 y
cdm mén riéng toi. N&u to6i ri Hai
Yén tham gia da vii chic chin nang
s€ mung r§ sung suéng vo cung. Hai
dtra toi v6i nhitng budc khiéu vii nhip
nhang tuyét vdi sé khién thién ha 1€
mit va ddm con trai phdi bAm gan tim

rudt chit chdng choi. Nhung, dii sao thi
H4i Yén vin chua ding véi miu ngudi
Iy tudng clia toi. Ngudi tdi yéu phai
c6 déng thanh thanh vé6i nét dep nda
liéu trai thodt tuc nita quyén rii, cling
sudi téc dai den mugt tha thudt tha
dai theo bd lung thon. Nang viura dep
vira thdng minh, hoat bat lanh 19i vui
vé nhung vin giit vé doan trang dim
thim. Nang 12 k&t hgp tai tinh cda héa
cong, la sy giao thao hai hoa giita hai
ludng tu tudng Pong Tay.

Nang la.... Ty dung tdi giat thot
ngudi khi nhdn ra minh dang hinh dung
vé dep ctia Huyén Tran. Phdi thanh
that ma néi Huyén Trin 13 ngudi con
gdi diu tién di khién tim tdi xao
xuyén. O nang moi tht déu qud hoan
my khién t6i chodng vdng nhu vira
nhip chit men say. T6i chdt nhé dén
dnh midt va 16i thdch thic cla thing
Hai hom ndo. U nhi, tai sao minh
lai khong tht mdi Huyén Tran lam
partner cho thiing Hai bi qué chdi? T6i
thAm nghi d&n gidy phiit diu Huyén
Tran 1u6t trén san nhay trudc 4nh mit
vitra khAm phuc vira them mudn vira
ganh tic clia ddm ban rdi mim cudi
mot minh. N6i ching phdi t cao, chit
ndi trong ddm con trai trudng nay cé
tén nao sinh dugc vdi t6i. Ching trach
ddm ban ¢ xuyt xoa nira thit nira dda
ma bdo ring:

— May diing 1a t5t s6. Vira cao
rdo, banh trai, bi€t cich in néi lai hoc
gidi, con nha khd gid, vira da tai thd



chi ciing ranh tir dan, hat dén thé thao,
khiéu vii. Tr hdi may xuat hién trong
trudng, tui tao bi lu my, héng con dudc
may nang d&€ mit xanh dén nita.

To6i thudng cudi cudi ddp lai ra vé
khong tin 15i tAing bdc cla tui hin,
du qud that trong long dang lang lang
bay lén tdn may xanh. Cang nghi t6i
cang vitng tin chic chin Huyén Tran
s& mirng 13 nhan 16i cda t6i. Xua nay,
trai i gdi sic ludn la mot cip xing
doi vira 1ta ma. Va lai, Huyén Tran
ludn bay td ¥ cdm mén t6i mdt cich
khd y nhi. Nang thudng ting riéng
t6i mot nu cudi thit twoi mdi khi tinh
cd gip mat. Trong d6i mit miu hd
phdch clia nang dudng nhu mudn néi
rdt nhiéu, rit nhiéu diéu. Oi, Huyén
Tran nang cong chia thé ky 20 cla
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Hoi trudng dong chat nguoi. Co 1&
chua nim ndo budi da vii cudi nam lai
thanh cong nhu 1An nay. D trdi trd gi6
lanh va d§ tuy&t mit mii, s6 ngudi tham
du van nhiéu hon dy tinh. Thém vao nita,
4nh sdng, Am thanh, nhac déu hoan hao,
khong thé ché trich diéu chi dugc. Nhitng
ndi au lo, vu phién, cing thing vi bai v3
clia khéa hoc vira xong déu dugc vit bd
sau lung d€ tan hudng bau khong khi vui
vé rdn ra. Moi ngudi chen chiic nhau trén
san nhdy, ndng nhiét thoai mdi lac Iu' uén
€o than minh theo diéu nhac disco, twist,
rap. Nhip trdng don dip phu hoa cling
4nh den miu chdp tt cang lam sdi dong
thém bau khong khi ndo nhiét trong hoi
trudng. Chot nhac chuyén sang tiét tiu
nhe nhang cla diéu slow, tiing cip nhe
nhang u6t trén san. Kia, nhd Ha Lan
dang e 4p bén thiing Duy. Phi Phi, L&
Van, Bich Huyén, Van Khanh, Thio Vy,
Hai Yén,... déu dang nhe lu6t theo vong
tay dua clia bon con trai trudng toi. Pam
thiing Vi, Tung, Quang, Tun,... difa nao
cling ¢6 cdp nén hi hiing ra mat. Tung
khuon mit quen thuoc thudng ngay lin
lugt thodng qua nhung tat ¢ chi 1a nhiing
béng md, san nhdy dudng nhu chi con
t6i va Huyén Tran. T6i nay nang qué
tuyét vai.

Toi khong tim ra dugc tir nglt gi thich
hop dé dién td vé yéu kiéu clia Huyén
Tran. Mot vé dep ky la khac hén ngay
thudng, vira quyén ril goi mdi nhur mot
trai chin vira tim hai, vira kiéu sa dai céc,
vira than mat diu dang. Mai téc thudng
xda dai, gid dudc bdi cao phd bay cin
¢d cao tring nhu' ngé sen cang 1am ting
thém vé kiéu sa cao quy. Chiéc khin lua
phit ho trén do6i vai khi uén lugn theo
than hinh nhip nhang uyén chuyén, lic
lai xde tung nhu doi canh thién than. Tim
toi dap lac nhip mdi 1an ning thim thi néi
nhé rdi hoi ngtia ¢8, bat cudi khe khe dé
10 nhitng chi€c rang trdng xinh nhu ngoc.
Toi mudn udng tiing tiéng cudi, tiéng noi
clia nang. Téi tua hd dang bi thdi mién
nén ¢t ddm dudi nhin vao mdt nang. Moi
tht trén th€ gian ndy dudng nhu khdng
con hién hitu, chi con Huyén Tran vai
nhitng khidc luan vii tuyét vai. Toéi mudn
dém nay kéo dai bat tan. Toi mudn......

— E Hung, sao ding mot minh
budn hiu vay? Thdy cip thing Hii va
Huyén Tran tSi nay biéu dién 4c liét
ghé hong? Tao ci tudng may sé cip

Tinh Yéu Cudi Mual

Em mo vudc lam nguoi yéu bé nhé
Ciia riéng anh va ciia chi anh théoi
Dé khi khéc anh dén chiéc hon moi

Lau nudc mdt cho em bing tay trdi

Em titc 161, sao minh la em gdi
Em gidn hon sao anh lai la anh
Cho hém nay khong ddm noi dn tinh

Hay c6 néi ciing muén van dau don

Xin trd vé anh ndi buén réng lon
Khoé mdt rung sdu ngdn 1é rung rung
Em cili ddu théi chit chdng néi gi
Tinh don chiéc cudi mia khéc ky niém
La nhu thé nin cdm 107 du yém

La tron doi chi mo udc thuong anh
Nhung tron doi khong ddm ndi dn tinh

Chi xin dugc yéu hoai trong tam tudng

v6i nhd Tran, hdng dé lai 13 thing
Hai. Céi thing coi bo 1o du ma dir
than ta oi!

Tim t6i chgt nhéi 1én khi thing
Thong vO tinh ggi nhd lai ny cuGi
phdng phat nhe nhang trén moi Huyén
Tran khi ndng tir chdi 16i mai clia toi.
Toi thin thd nhin Huyén Trin dang
tinh t¢ trong vong tay thing Hai, mic
cho thing Thong vin bd bo néi bén
tai. Ti€ng nhac chot trdi 1én am diéu
cao vit, xody vao tim t6i ndi hdi han
13n dau khS khi chgt thdy minh qué
ngu ngdc khi mai say mé theo vé liéu
trai ca Huyén Tran ma 1o 1a v6i Hai
Yén ciing ¢4 biy con gdi trong trudng.
Sudt bay lau, dua gidn vdi lita tinh dé
gi0 suc tinh tdi chgt bang hoang nhin
ra minh chi 12 mot sgi gidy leo bén
1& hanh phiic cda thién ha. Chi trong
khodng khic 16p tudng tu i cao ngit
clia t6i vut sup d6 tan thanh, cii vd
ty ton da v& ndt vun theo ti€ng trong
dang don dap lién hdi....

TG Diém

Jan. 22, 1999

ROi ngan sau tén anh lam thdn tuong

Nh& anh béing nhiing dw dnh hém nay
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Trdi ngang nhiéu anh hdi thit ddng cay

Budn khong néi khong bao gio dam ngé

Em udc dugc lam nguoi yéu bé nho

Ciia riéng anh va ciia chi anh thoi

Tinh don phuong anh quay mdt nghen loi

Anh c6 biét! Thoi buon anh ndm giit

Mai ra di trd lai nguoi thuong cii

Xap thu tinh chua viét dugc bao nhiéu

Loi di dn anh noi ciing chua nhiéu

Nhung ngang trdi anh phdi danh 16i hen

Oi nude mdt dang budn nghe nghen nghen

Sao anh khong vé cho em ngd bo vai

Sao anh khong vé 6m em tron vong tay

Va ghi chdt hai bo méi ddm dudi!

Ngoc Tran
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1tney

A PERSONAL redemption

Some fifteen years later, the
breathless fascination of that
moment still resonates in my
mind, though my recollection
of the hazy vista has faded like
an old black-and-white photo.
I was a wide-eyed mischievous
kid of ten, insatiable for wild
adventures while exploring the
Sierra Nevada Mountains of California
with my camping troops. Alone, I
ventured away from our campsite to
a lofty ridge over looking the vast
expanse of desert valley and the

lustrous mountain ranges beyond. It
was a journey that an adult would
have measured in mundane yards and
minutes; I measured it in emotional
light years. For a timeless interlude
amid wild, open space, I mediated on
a ridge, soaking in the hallow silence
and unfathomable sweep of the land.
I remember feeling utterly isolated
in a desolate world, and yet I recall
no desire to flee back down the path
to camp. Something about the sheer
unrepentant emptiness of the land, its
total indifference to human vanity,

compelled my awestruck attention then
— and has since lured me back to make
regular pilgrimages to the mountain,
time after time.

Back then, in the flush of boundless
youth, my reckless pursuit of peak
experience revolved around the
desperate yearning to conquer zeniths;
simply to stand atop at a dizzying
height with that exuberant feeling of

triumph. Nothing else mattered.

And now, along with Huy, a college
friend and a fellow mountaineer
veteran, I decided to embrace youth
one last time by tackle the highest
peak in the continuous North American
continent, Mt. Whitney. With over
fourteen thousand feet of glacier-
polished vertical and overhanging
granite, Mt. Whitney stood as the final
legacy of all our past exploits.
However, before Huy and I even
caught a glimpse of Mt. Whitney,
neither one of us could have predicted
that our doomed fate was already
thirteen

sealed somewhere above

thousand feet of ice and snow.

It was a golden, delicately lit spring
morning, imbued with all the warmth
and urgency of the season, when Huy
and I finally arrived at the foothill of
Mt. Whitney. From this starting point
of eight thousand feet, the narrow
northwest hiking trail, meandering
along steep jagged edges, afforded
us a panoramic glimpse of Whitney's
breathtaking grandeur. For me, a



frequent hiker of the high sierras of
California, the view was most profound.
It was as if Mother Nature had rallied
some of her most spectacular peaks
and most scenic lakes and strung them
into an irresistible whole, connected
by a necklace of superb trails. This
lasting vision of genuine beauty,
nothing man has made — no painting,
no architecture, no scuplture — has
ever rivaled.

After more than nine hours of steady
hiking amid such scenic wonder, we
staggered to base camp at eleven
thousand feet, just in time to set up
camp before sunset. Up there in the
waning shadows of  windswept
prehistoric boulders, despite crippling
fatigue from oxygen deprivation, the
two of us just sank back next to a
crackling campfire and soaked in the
soft hue of twilight. Perhaps, it was
the thin air or a heatstroke that
heightening my sense, but I acutely
realized something special that had
never caught my attention before. From
the flickering horizon, all physical
outlines, colors, and distances were
obliterated,  daylight still

inextricably entangled with light, and

was

everything seemed unreal and fluid.
At that moment even scents appeared
to have their own subtle shades. And
from afar, the rugged walls of granites
blurred into one vaguely drawn line,
but the peaks were etched sharply on

glassy pink as the fires burnt down
in the fading evening sky. The air
felt damp and resonant. The ground
had stored the heat of day and now
breathed out a moist wramth, filled
with the perfume of a magical day that
fast was disappearing.

As planned, we tumbled out of our
slumber early to avoid being detected
by patrolling rangers. The day before at
the ranger station, our modest request
for a camping permit was swiftly denied
on the flimsy grounds that we had
insufficient climbing and snow gears.
After all, we reasoned, only yuppie
wimps would don those neon thermo-
polyurethane Northface outerwear, not
to mention waterproof hiking boots
and other fancy high-tech Swiss
accessories. Bona-fide Marlboro men
like us embraced the harsh, punishing
elements in the machismo bravado
way of John Muir. For us it was enough
to bundle up in four layers of Fruit-
of-Loom T-shirts, K-mart's imported
polyester sweats, and three durable
Lucky supermarket plastic bags to line
the insides of our new sneakers from
Target.

Half-awakened
managed to conceal most of our

and dressed, we

camping gear behind large rocks. Then
at the crack of dawn, we slowly
resumed another grueling ten-miles
hide to the final base of Whitney at

twelve thousand feet. The first twenty
minutes into the hike was heavenly
bliss, thanks to a massive forest blaze
somewhere in Borneo, the color of the
pre-dawn eastern sky heightened to
an incredible crimson. Minutes after
sunrise, eerie tendrils of fog began
creeping up the western side. Mist
enveloped us, dissipated into brilliant
sunshine, then returned. Fairy-tale
cloud castles mushroomed over jagged
peaks before evaporating. Every
direction we looked, a dazzling show

of clouds delighted our vision.

The sun's glare flooded the virgin

snowfields all around, creating a
blinding reflection that turned our
pleasant hike into nothing short of a
masochistic exercise. For eight long
inchwormed

hours we upward,

struggling through razor crevices
without much conscious awareness.
Our heads started throbbing with
unbearable pain in proportion to the
decrease ratio of oxygen at high
altitude. Instead of the recommended
average schedule of five days, we
attempted to push through it all in
two. Such hasty planning denied us
sea-level Homo Sapiens the adequate
time for acclimatization. At this point,
the steady numbing pain in my legs
and spine was irrelevant. The crucial
concern was to prevent my hands from
turning so numb that I couldn't grip or

feel the rocks. The scabrous terrain had
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changed drastically from arid desert to
gleaming ice and powdered snow. I
don't think I had ever been so miserably
cold in my life. My breath condensed
and formed a layer of ice around the
collar. I had to stop every few yards
to gasp for air and blow a dripping
nose. By mid-afternoon near the final
base of Whitney, both my hands and
feet were frozen solid, and I could
no longer register either sensation or
corporeal awareness. Huy at this time
was the first to strip away the Marlboro
Man veneer. Alas, he confessed, he had
succumbed to the elements. Indeed, we
had sweat out every drop of moisture
in our bodies, expended every bit and
scrap of energy to scale thus far, twelve
thousand five hundred feet.

After a prolonged respite between
boulders to recover our breath and
shield ourselves from the bitter chill
of a cold front starting to roll in, we
confronted the inevitable choice of
either calling it quits or risking a death
wish amid this hostile landscape.
Through all of our past notorious
exploits, never had either of wus
surrendered to despair — even in the
grasp of death on the Salathe Wall
El Capitan.
jaw pressed for an

in Yosemite's Time's
devouring
immediate decision. Without looking
away from the string of towering peaks
that loomed two thousand feet upward,
Huy placed his hand on my shoulder
and solemnly muttered, "It's our last
and only chance to try this. You know,
I'll be married in four months. Family,

responsibilities. It's now or never."

A violent rainstorm sidled into the
valley. The peaks quickly vanished
behind a shroud of darkly ominous
clouds. Gazing at the angry sky, I
searched for a sign, any foretelling
that would convince me to break the
precedent. But the portentous heaven
remained vacant — except for a
sunbeam breaking through the last
rapidly closing gap in the clouds,

spotlighting a cluster of pastel purple
flowers on a otherwise lifeless tundra.
I wanted to live after getting off this
mountain, but to really live — without
any nagging regrets.

The final assault strategy consisted of
three stages, and we had five hours till
sunset to execute it successfully. First,
attack the steep southwest snowbank
that gradually ascends to the nearest
ridge. Then, depending on our physical
and mental endurance, continue across
eight towering peaks linked together
all the way to the west wall of Whitney.
Assuming we succeeded both stages
in decent time, a triumphant Ino Jiwa
photo of the Vietnamese flag being
planted would be taken atop North
America. It is there that our names
would be immortalized along with other
masochistic mountaineers on the pages
of a sacred signing book that served as
the centerpiece inside a modest cabin.
It was erected there as a God-sent
refuge for those who dare to reach
heaven.

Determined to stretch the last shred
of human endurance to the utmost
limit, we dragged, literally, dragged
our broken bodies across the vast
snowbank. Even with snow spikes
clamped underneath our shoes, the
fresh snow powder swallowed each
step up to our thighs. Huy led the
charge and left a trail of snowy
footprints behind. Overwhelmed by
the devastating forces of rain, wind,
snow, and thin air, my ragged body just
yielded to the mercy of fate. Two hours

into the assault, I was reduced to a
speck of lifeless dust in an unforgiving
universe of white snow. Thoroughly
soaked to the bone from head to toes
and unable to move, I laid paralyzed,
completely oblivious to the rigor mortis
that had begun to take effect. My mind
flickered occasionally back to life, and
for a fleeting instance I saw everything
again. The fresh dawn of a crimson
morning, or the last gasp of day, stared
into the startling blue of the lake and
gazed up to watch a palette of colors
spill over a panorama framed by more
than a dozen towering peaks. Suddenly,
a hoarse scream approached fast from
above. Before I realized what was
happening, Huy grabbed my leg and
both of us tumbled down in a fury of

snow dust.
For two days, I had lived with
extraordinary intensity, my senses

opened as never before to every
nuance of rock and cloud and every
inflection in my partner's voice. To me,
and perhaps Huy, too, the experience
was a journey of personal growth.
Whether climbing mountains becomes
a consummate challenge, or merely an
exercise in absurdity, or the fulfillment
of a higher calling, it provides us
with a profound occasion for self-
actualization. Indeed, some people may
be able to sit at a desk all day and find
that engrossing, while others abandon
every guarantee of security to be on a
dizzying peak, and still others manage
to surrender to chance and monotony
altogether. The challenge of facing dire



adversity is a figurative experience,
a metaphor in actual motion and
concrete hardship. To put the matter
simply, it is a captivating experience
in which, at least for long stretches of
time, movement and intention are So
confined that one loses the distinction
between means and ends. It makes us
aware how large a part does intrinsic
reward play in getting us through the
day. For substantial periods of time,
the coordination of attention, muscle,
and eye is so desperately focused that
they flow together with unambiguous
purpose. Ordinary daily experience
is often so clouded with detail and
distraction that it is difficult to find
in it the skeletal outlines of intrinsic
purpose. Thus, to a large extent we
must create occasions during which
these distractions are temporarily held
in abeyance. Mountain climbing may
be one of the most demanding and
purest examples of the intrinsically
engrossing, for it literally makes
accomplishment a  life-and-death
matter. As Hemingway so aptly puts it
in For Whom the Bell Tolls, "Unless a
man thrusts his life on the firing line...he
will never know his true conviction."
The conviction in climbing, for Huy
and me, is to revivify ourselves for
a primordial experience of intrinsic
gratification, one that sets a standard
against which other experiences in
the daily drudgery of living can be
judged. Those who experience this
engrossment know the shortcomings
of the many other things they do.
To a degree, such an experience
relieves them of the artificiality of
mediocre standards and restores a
private and seemingly more realistic
basis of evaluation.

Alas, Mt. Whitney forever remains a
destiny not meant to be, but somewhere
at thirteen thousand feet on the
hopeless snowbank, I have indeed truly
reached the zenith of a lifetime.
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Ngay (€t ngudi ta thudng hay chiic nhau
"s6ng lau trim tudi", nhung nguidi ta cling
thudng hay quén ciu tiép theo 1a "mot
cich rat khde manh". Di nhién 12 y d6
dudc hiéu ngdm, vi séng lau trim tudi ma
bénh hoan thi ai ma ham, ban c6 ddng y
khong? Nhung 1am thé nio dé sdng khoe
manh, d6 mdi 12 van d&. Khi xua bén
Viét Nam, ngudi ta khong c6 trong thé
duc thé thao cho 1dm. Ngudi ta thudng
thich thd véi dang diéu "thu sinh" cla
minh. Ai ma c6 bép thit nd nang thi c6
khi con bi ché sau lung la: "anh ta vai u
thit bip mo hdi diu", hoic 1a "trong cd ta
¢t nhu 1a nit d6 vat, ching c6 yéu diéu
thuc ni ti nao!" nira 13 dang khéc.

Thong thudng ngudi ta ciing than phién
rang s6 mang sao odi oim, nhitng ngudi
nao nhi nghéo, phai di lam diu tit mit
t6i thi lai khde manh, an nhiéu, toh com
ton gao, thém in dd thit ma khong c6 tién
mua; con nhitng ngudi nao nha giau va
dudc an nhan tAm than thi lai sinh ra 1dm
bénh tat, in udng khong biét ngon, diu
ring c6 rat nhiéu tién tha hd in cao luong
my vi, nhung ma lai ching an dugc gi hét.
Do d6 ma méi c6 cau chuyén Chda Trinh
dugc Trang Quynh cho #in mém "mim
d4", hay Ia "dai phong". (*)

Nhic lai, khi moi ngudi chic &t nhau,
ho chiic "song 1au traim tudi", con khi toi
chiic t&t ban, t6i lai chic "dn mén dau
phu". Céc ban c6 cho 1a ky cuc khong?
Khong dau, diéu chic d6 1a diéu chic
tot dep nhat co thé danh ting cho ngudi
dugc chiic. Pau phu ré tién, ai ma khong
dn dugc? Chi 1a vi ho khong mudn thoi.
Bay gid theo sy nghién ctu Tay Phudng
thi dau phu vira b8, vira ngira va tri dudc
rit nhi€u ching binh nan y. Téi s& xin
ké ra dudi day:

1) Bénh Ung Thu

Bén My ndy cang ngay ta thdy bénh ung
thu phat trién cang nhiéu.

DPan ba My hdi 16n tudi rat s¢ ung thu
vii, con céc 6ng thi s¢ ung thu nhi€p hd
tuy&n va cdc noi khdc nhu rudt, cudng
hong vv..

Niam 1990, vién Ung Thu Quéoc Gia &
Washington, D.C. da hop nhiing chuyén
gia tif cac trudng dai hoc cuing cic nganh
trong chinh phd cling nhu k§ nghé dé
thio ludn vé& anh hudng trir ung thu
clia dau nanh. Ho di ddng ¥ véi nhau
ring c6 rt nhiéu dau hiéu cho thdy dau
nanh chifa 5 loai nguyén t6 chdng ung
thu (anticarcinogens). Nhitng chat d6 Ia:
Protease inhibitor, phytate, phytosterols,
saponins, va isoflavones. Dic biét chat
thd nam (isoflavones) c6 kha niang lam
ngung han sy phdt trién cic t& bao
ung thu, nhu ung thu vd, ung thu rudt,
ung thu phdi, ung thu nhi€p hd tuyén
(prostate), ung thu da, va ung thu mau.
Diéu ky la 1a chat nay chi lam ngung
phit trién cic t&€ bao ung thu ma thoi,
chit khong dnh hudng t6i cdc t€ bao
khic ctia cd thé. Nhiéu ngudi bé thit
cd va thay bing dau hii da khong giy
di ma con mip thém, va khde manh
thém nita.

2) Bénh tim

Bénh tim 1a bénh cla nha giau, va cling
1a bénh rit phd bién & cic nudc tién tien,
nhv Hoa Ky. Bén My, hiu nhu nita s6
ngudi chét 1a vi bénh tim. Trong thoi
chién tranh Triéu Tién (Korean War),
bac si quan sit dong mach cia cic
thuong binh (tudi trung binh 13 22 tudi)
va nhan thdy 3/4 trong s& nhifng ngudi
nay di bit dau bi chiing cing dong
mach (atherosclerosis). Chiing bénh nay
Ia thanh dong mach bi déng mdt chit goi
la "plaque", lam bﬁng mdJ, cholesterol,
calcium, va mot vai thit khac. Bénh nay
thuong lién hé truc ti€p véi s lugng
cholesterol luu thong trong mach mau,
s0 lugng nay cang nhiéu thi trién vong
thanh dong mach bi déng plaque cang
nhi¢u hon.

Tuy nhién, cholesterol khong di mot
minh trong mach mau bao gid, nd thudng
di chung trong hdn hgp véi chit dam
(protein) va chét béo (fat). C6 hai loai
hén hgp: good and bad cholesterol. Hai
loai hdn hgp xdu va tot d6 goi 1a high-
density lipoprotein (t8t), va low-density
lipoprotein (x&u). N6i mot céch vin tit
thi low-density lipoprotein khdng dugc
gan loai bd nén ti€p tuc luu thdng trong
mach mau va gilp "plaque" dong vao
thanh dong mach lam ting thém kha
ning dé tim bi ngung dap (heart attack)
vi bi tic dong mach, con high-density
lipoprotein lai mang cholesterol vé& gan,
¢6 khé ning quét don dong mach khong
cho né bi dong "plaque”.

Cic chit dam ciia thuc phdm lam bing
thit thd mang téi cho cc ban nhiéu low-
density lipoprotein, con dau phu, dau
nanh mang t6i cho cic ban nhiéu high-
density lipoprotein, nhu viy 1a dn dau
phu truc ti€p gidp cic ban ngira va chong
bénh tim va huyét 4p cao.



(O bén My nhiéu ngudi bi bénh tim vi
k§ nghé thit phat trién manh, ngudi ta
an qua nhidu thit. O cdc nu6e khac, dn
it thit 12 mdt didu c6 lgi cho stic khde
mi ngudi ta khong biét, ct cho ring vi
nuéc ho ngheo nén ho bi thiét thoi, 6
ging gom tién di mua thit vé #n, thuc 1a
c6 phuGc --tranh dugc bénh-- ma khong
bi&t hudng).

Cic ban c6 thdy khong: nhitng chién si
ngudi My mdi 22 tudi da bit diu bi chiing
cling dong mach, vay cic ban dit & tudi
nao cling nén lo di la vira.

3) B¢nh tiéu dudng

Bénh nay rit phd bién trén nudc My.
Ngudi ta udc lugng rang vio khodng mot
phin ba hay mot nita s6 bénh nhan tiéu
dudng trén toan th€ gidi 1a ngudi My,
nhung nira s& ngudi ndy lai khong biét
ring ho dang c6 binh. Ngudi ta nhan thiy
bénh nay c6 lién quan truc ti€p dén cich
in udng. Trong nhifng nudc ngheo hoic
& Au Chau trong thdi chién tranh, thuc
phdm khan hi€m thi lai it ngudi bi ti€u
dudng. Bénh nay c6 thé gay mii da, dau
than kinh, bit luc (cho phdi nam), thdi
chan (phai cua), bai than,.. Bénh nay
diing hang thtt bdy giy chét chéc hang
nim trén dat My. Bac si David Snowden,
nghién ciu gia cla University of
Minnesota da nghién ctu 25,000 ngudi
qua 21 nim trudng, di nhin xét ring
nhifng ngudi &n chay rét it khi bi bénh
tiéu dudng so vdi nhiing ngudi an thit.
Ong tuyén bd:

"We suspect it is the absence of meat
that may explain our findings. In this
study we looked at various levels of
meat consumption, and as those levels
got lower and lower, the risk of diabetes
also decreased." (Ching t0i ngd ring
su ving mit clla moén thit trong thuc
phdm da gidi thich moi chuyén. Trong
Itic nghién citu, ching t6i coi lugng thit
ma bénh nhan dung, va lugng nay cang
it, thi rtii ro c6 bénh tiéu dudng cang gidm
theo). Ong ciing néi riéng: "My meat
consumption has dropped significantly,
since completing the diabetes study."
(Sau cudc nghién ciiu vé bénh tiéu dudng,

t6i dd an it thit di rat nhiéu)..). Ban da
hiéu vi sao t6i moi ban an dau phu thay
cho thit @& ngira chiing bénh nay.

4) Bénh Xuong Xop (Osteoporosis)
Nhiéu ngudi ct tudng 12 uéng nhiéu sita
thi s& 14y dudc chat voi trong sita va ngita
dugc bénh xuong x6p. That 1a mdt diéu
sai lam. Hiy so sinh dan ba My va dan
ba Nhat. Nu6c My tiéu thu nhiéu sita
nhat thé gidi, nhung dan ba M¥ ciing bi
xuong x&p nhiéu nhit the gisi, hon dan
ba Nhat rat nhiéu, trong khi ngudi Nhat
lai tiéu thu nhiéu nhat 13 diu nanh. (ho
1y dau ra dat d€ ma nudi bo sita?)

Thuc ra @& gidp tiéu héa nhiing chat dam
clia dong vat nhu trong sifa, cd thé cin
rit nhiéu chit voi, va né sé rit 1y chat
voi tir trong xuong minh ra dé 1am cong
viéc d6, diéu d6 1am xuong trd nén xop.
Lugng chit vdi ma sita mang lai khong
dd d@é gidp tiéu hoa lugng chit dam trong
sifa. Ngudi ta cling nhan thdy 1a nhiing
ngudi dn rau diu mat it chat voi trong
xuong hon nhiing ngudi an thit cd tring
stfta. Tai sao vay? Chit dam trong dau
khdng phai 1a chat dam u? Ly do 1a trong
rau diu cling c6 chit voi, ma chat voi
ndy lai rit d& tiéu hoa, vi ty 1& chit voi
va chat phdt phat (calcium/phosphorous
ratio) rat 16n so véi ty 1& d6 trong thuc
phdm Iam bing dong vat, do d6 ma chat
voi nay ding dudc va cd thé khong cin
rit chit vdi trong xuong ra dé€ tiéu thu
chat dam. Tém lai, & ngira bénh xuong
x0p, cic ban nén ngung udng sita, 4n thit,
va an dau hii thay vao dé.

Trén day ching tdi mdi k& so s nhitng
diéu loi ich cta viéc dung dau hii, dau
nanh trén cdc bénh tim, ung thu, tiéu
dudng va xuong xop.

Ngoai ra, chit dam clia dau nanh con
c6 khad ning thay th& cho thit c4, lai
con gitip ban ngira dugc rit nhiéu chiing
bénh khac nita nhu san & than, san trong
tGi mat, nhiém trung samonella, E. Coli,
bénh phong thdp khép xuong, bénh di
Ging vv... ma gi6i han cla mdt bai bdo,
nhat 12 bido Xuén (vi ¢ rat nhiéu dé tai
khac nhau), khong cho phép ching toi
k€ hét ra, xin hen lai mot dip khéc, va

bay gid xin chic cic ban trong nam méi
fim ra dugc rit nhiéu mén in rat ngon
lanh nfu bang dau hii hoidc céc chat lieu
lam tir dQu nanh.

Thu Huong

Tai li¢u tham khio:

1) "The Simple Soybean and Your
Health", v6i céc tac gia 1a Mark Messina,
(Ph.D., Michigan State University),
Virginia Messina, (MPH., University of
Michigan), va Kenneth D.R. Setchell,
(Ph.D., University of London).

2) Prevention's Health Books: New Food
For Healing.

3) Diet For A New America, vdi tic gia
I1a John Robbins.

(*) P8i vdi cic ban chua biét cu chuyén
Chaa Trinh va Trang Quynh thi né nhu
th& nay: Chda Trinh ngin com lim rdi
nén mdi than phién 12 an khong biét
ngon. Trang Quynh bén mdi Chda dén
nha, rdi nAu mot ndi soi ing uc trén bép
rat 1au nén Chda chd lau d6i bung méi
hdi Trang Quynh dang nAu mén gi do.
Trang Quynh néi nAu mén Mam P4 dé
mdi Chia. Thuc ra d6 chi 13 mot ndi nude
s0i trong ¢6 cuc d4 ma thdi, di nhién niu
khdng bao gi mém duge. Khi Chia di
d6i 1am rdi thi Trang Quynh méi ndi rang
1an nay mam d4 chua chin, thoi don tam
moén an khic cho Chiaa dd doi, va dé chi
1a rau mudng ludc cham tuong. Chda da
d6i 1dm va phan vi mén d6 la miéng nén
4An rat ngon, mdéi hdi Trang Quynh d6 1a
moén gi. Di nhién § trong pht Chda dau
c6 ai ddm niu mén in qué mila va ré tién
nay dang lén Chia bao gid, do d6 Trang
Quynh mdi bia dai mot tén d6 1a: Pai
Phong. Sau nay tén d6 dugc gii thich
nhu sau: Pai Phong nghia 1a Gié To, ma
gi6 to thi d§ chiia; d8 chua thi tugng lo,
va tugng lo ndi 14i lai 1a lo tudng.

Pay 1a mot chuyén cudi dan gian nhung
phén dnh mot su thuc: bung déi thi in
gi cling thiy ngon, va cang @n nhiéu cao
luong my vi cling nhitng mén an phan
tw nhién va nhiéu gia vi thi co thé cang
bi nhiém doc va din din an udng ciling
khong con thdy ngon miéng nifa.
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Hoang Viét Khanh

SANG TAC CA KHUC

[ Ti¢p theo s trudc va hét |

Loi Toa Soan: Anh Hoang Viét Khanh la mét cong tdc vién vé am nhac ciia tap chi Non Séng. Véi muc dich phdt

huy khd ndng sdng tdc ca khiic cho nhitng ban yéu thich va bdt ddu budc vao con duong viét ca khiic, anh Hoang

Vi¢t Khanh mong mudn dugc trao ddi cing cdc ban mot s6 kinh nghi¢m sdng tdc ciia minh. Véi doi tugng dong ddo

doc gid, tdc gid bai viet dd trdanh viét chi tiét vé nhitng diéu mang tinh chdt hoc thudt. Doc gid cé thé lién lac riéng

s , . . 9 N .« R A A ’ A A N . [P . N z .
vdi tdc gid qua email: khanh@nonsong.org hodc tim hiéu thém vé cdc vdn dé ciia bai viét tai trang nha cia tdc gid:

www.csun.edu/~hbmen024

15. Dén ca va khuynh hudng viét ca khic hién nay nhu thé

nao?

Mot trong nhitng khuynh hudng sdng tdc ca khic cda cédc
nhac si Viét nam hién nay la tao nét nhac mdi trong tic
phdm ctia minh bing cdch dua trén cdc lan diéu din ca.
That ra, diéu nay da dudc y thifc va dp dung tir 1du bdi cdc
con chim diu dan trong nén tin nhac Viét nam nhu nhac
si Pham Duy, Lé Yén, Nguyén Xuin Khodt, Duong Thiéu
Tudc, Hoang Thi Thd.vv. Dan din, qua viéc ti€p xic véi
nén Am nhac th€ gi6i va nghién cttu chuyén sau vé nén am
nhac truyén thdng nudc nha, cic nhac si Viét nam hién nay
da nhan thic sdu sic hon vé tAm quan trong cda viéc sl
dung von dan ca vao trong sdng tdc cda minh. Viéc 1am nay
khong nhitng c6 gid tri vé mit bdo ton nén Am nhac truyén
théng ma con tao cho ca khiic vd 4m nhac Viét nam c6 mot
sic thdi riéng biét khdc hin vd'i nhitng ca khiic va 4m nhac
clia cdc nuSe khdc. Mot s§ nhac s tré hién nay ciing dang
tim cdch k&t hgp nhac Rock va din ca Viét nam.

16. Lam sao dé viét mot ca khiic dua trén dan ca?

Theo t6i, c6 3 cich viét ca khiic dua trén din ca: dya trén
nguyén ban, dua trén lan diéu din ca, hodc dya trén thang
5 am va diéu thic (Bic, Nam Ai, Nam Xuin.vv.)

Viét ca khiic dya trén nguyén ban 14 dua trén mdt bai dan
ca ndo dé rdi stra lai 13i hdt. To6i khong khuyén khich cdc
ban Iam cong viéc nay di da c6 rat nhiéu ngudi sira 15i din
ca d€ tao nén ca khic mdi. Ban c6 thé thudng dudc nghe
loai nay qua cédc loai nhac quing cdo thuong mai hodc hai
kich binh dan.v v. Loai thtt hai 1a phét trién mot lan diéu
dan ca nao d6, vi du dua trén giai diéu cta bai Ly Con
Sdo, Ly Ngua O, hdo Mdi P4y ciia Hué, hay tit mot bai hat
clia quan ho Bic Ninh, v v. Loai ndy doi héi it nhit ngudi
nhac si phai bi€t k§ thuat phat trién mot giai diéu hay tiét
tdu. Tuy nhién, cdch vi€t nay vin khong doi hoi tinh sing
tao cao & ngudi nhac si biing cdch viét dya trén thang 5 4m

(ngfi cung) va diéu thitc. Cch viét thit ba niy c6 tinh sing
tao cao nhat nhung khong phai 1a khé nhat. Khdng khé 1a
vi néu ban dd yéu thich din ca vd mdt khi din ca di thim
vao mdu thit ciia ban r6i thi viéc viét ca khic theo cich
nay that dé dang. T6i khuyén ban ¢ viéc hdt va hoc thudc
that nhiéu bai din ca Viét nam, tv nhién ban sé& viét dugc
nhitng ca khic mang dim da tinh ty din toc. Mot s bai
hét thudc loai nay nhu Ngiu Hitng Ly Qua CAu, L4 Diéu
Bong (Tran Tién), Nu TAm Xuan, Pva Em Tim Pdng Hoa
Vang (Pham Duy), Duyén Qué (Hoang Thi Tho), 0] Tro
(Trinh Cong Son), Qué Huong (Gidp Vin Thach), Usc Gi
(Hoang Viét Khanh).v v.

A N s \ . [N N g . A A A A
17. Can tim doc cdc tai liéu nao dé hiéu thém vé ddn
ca Viét nam?

Ban c6 thé tim doc cdc sdch viét vé din ca Viét nam
nhu Vietnam: Les Traditions Musicales (Tran Vin Khé),
Music of Vietnam (Pham Duy), Essays on Vietnamese
Music (Ngoc Td, Pao Trong Tw), Tim hiéu din ca Nam
b6 (Lu Nhit Vi), Dan ca Viét nam (Nha xuit ban Vin
héa), Nghé thuat sin khdu Viét nam (Tran Vin Khai),
v.v. Ngoai ra ban ciing c6 thé tim doc trén internet tai
céc trang nha:

Vietnamese Traditional Music
http://www.csun.edu/~hbmen024/kitchen.html,

Tim hi€u dan ca Quan Ho
http://www.vnn.vn/vnn3/vhvietnam/quanho/index.html,

Dan ca Viét Nam
http://www.Vietnamtourism.com/web_viet/vietnam/culture/
theatre/vih.frame.htm, v v.

18. Sau khi viét xong mot ca khiic, cong viéc ké tiép la
gi?

Sau khi hoan tit ca khdc cda minh, cong viéc k€ ti€p cla
ngudi nhac si 1a tim cdch phd bién tic phdm cho cong



chiing thudng thicc. Cong viéc nay doi
héi khd nhiéu thdi gian. P&i v6i ngudi
méi viét, t6i khuyén nén trinh bay tdc
phim cda minh trudc hét cho ban be,
ngudi thian, hodc mdt nhac si nao d6
dé ho cho y kié€n. Sau khi hoin chinh
lai ca khic ctia minh, ban nén ty minh
trinh bay trudc ddm dong, nhd ca si
hét, hoic gdi d&€n cdc dai truyén thanh,
truyén hinh, nha xuit bdn, hay cic
trung tdm bang nhac.v v. Céc cau lac
bd d4m nhac dia phuong cling 1a noi
kha t6t d€ ban c6 dip ti€p xiic, trao
ddi ki€n thifc Am nhac va phd bién tic
pham ctia minh.

19. Chon ca si cho bai hdt c6 quan
trong khong?

Viéc chon ca si cho bai hdt cia minh
rit quan trong. Khong phdi ca si ndo
ciing c6 thé hat thanh cong bai hat cia
ban. Mdi ca si chi ¢6 khd ning trinh
bay va giong hat riéng phu hdp véi am
vuc cao thip nhat dinh ndo d6 ma thoi.
Do vay ban cin thin trong trong viéc
chon ca si hdt nhac clia minh, nhat 13
khi bai hdt ctia ban da khong duge duy
tinh danh cho mot ca si nao d6 hat khi
bdt dau viét. Ca si con 12 ngudi sing
tao thit nhi cho ca khic cta ban. Ho
chinh 13 ngudi dién dat tryc ti€p tinh
cdm ma ban gdi gdm trong tic pham
dén khédn thinh gid. Mudn h4t thanh
cong bai hdt nao do, ca si khong nhitng
hdt ding nhitng not nhac cla ca khic

ma con phdi nim bit dudc tinh cdm
ctia bai hat. Mot cdach sdng tao, ca si
khi hét s& thém bét sic théi, tao nhitng
chd manh nhe, luyén ldy, ngung nghi
dic biét cho bai hat ma nhiéu khi cic
phan nay khong dugc ghi lai trong téic
phim bdi nhac si.

20. Nhu vdy ¢ cdn phdi chon ca st
trudc khi viét ca khiic nao dé?

Ban khong hin phdi chon mot ca si
trude khi sdng tic mot ca khic. Tuy
nhién, néu ban ¢ dudc mot ca si
thich hgp véi cdc bai hdt cia ban, thi
diéu nay d& dua tic phim cda ban
thanh cong. Nhu trudng hgp cla nhac
si Pham Duy va Trinh Céng Son. Sy
thanh cong ctia hai nhac si nay khong
thé khong k€ dé&n cong lao clia ca si
Théai Thanh va Khdnh Ly. Hai nhac
i da biét khai thdc ding mic giong
hdt cla hai ca si tai danh nay. Pham
Duy, v6i su chi trong nhiéu vao k§
thuat, da viét nhiéu ca khic cé tAm
clf (ndt thip v cao nhdt) rong cling
v6i nhitng luyén ldy dic biét ma chi
c6 Thai Thanh mdi dién td dugc mot
ciach xudt thin. Ngudc lai, nhac si
Trinh Cong Son, vdi nét nhac don gidn
vd tAm ct trung binh, di danh phan
chuyén tai tri€t Iy ctia ngdn tir va noi
tam cho ca si Khdnh Ly.

21. Nén chon nam hay nit ca st cho bai
hdt ciia minh?

Trur vai trudng hdp ngoai 1€, nam hay
nit ca s déu c6 thé hdt bai hit cia ban.
Mot trudng hgp ngoai 16 ma t6i mudn
n6i d&én & day 1a "gi6i tinh" cla bai hat.
N&u bai hdt dung nhan xung la nif thi
nén chon ca si nit, va ngudc lai. C6 vai
ca si thay d6i nhan xung ctia bai hat dé
cho hgp véi gidi tinh cda minh. Trudng
hgp nay hoan toan khong nén lam vi da
thay d6i 15 ca clia tic gid, hon th& nita,
c6 thé thay d6i cd tinh cAm clia bai hat
ma tac gid dd mong mudn.

22. C6 cdn viét phdi khi, phdi am cho
bai hdt?

Né&u ban gidi vé hoa am va hiéu 1o
tinh ndng cdc nhac cuy thi nén soan
thém phan phdi khi va phdi 4m cho bai
hdt cda minh. Tuy nhién, thdng thudng
cdc phin phdi khi dugc soan bdi cdc
nhac si chuyén mon khac. Hién nay, ca
khdc Viét nam dang thi€u khd nhiéu
bai hat ¢6 phéi Am (2, 3 hoic 4 giong).
Toi thi€t nghi chiing ta nén chi trong
phat trién loai hinh ca khic nay dé
tao thém nhiéu mau sic cho nén ca
khdc Viét nam. Riéng phin phdi khi,
gan diy da c6 nhiéu cd ging trong
viéc dua nhac cu ¢d truyén Viét nam
(nhu dan bau, tranh, sdo, nhi, hay cong
chiéng, v.v...) vao chung véi cdc nhac
cu TAy Phuong. Piéu nay da lam ting
gid tri va tao nét doc ddo cho ca khic
Viét nam. 3 hai ngoai, cdc nhac si
nhu Duy Cudng, Tric H, v.v... d3 ¢6
nhiéu thé nghiém dic sic trong viéc
phdi khi céc ca khic.

23. Loi cudi

Viét ca khic 12 cong viéc sdng tao rat
thd vi. P& mot viét ca khic, ban cin
bi&t mdt s6 qui luat. Tuy nhién, "Rules
are made to be broken!" Trong sdng
tao ban cAn phai bi€t phd bd mot s&
luat 1¢ d€ tao ra cdi mdi. Nhung céi
mdi d6 phéi phtt hgp vdi tinh cdm, vin
héa cia dan toc Viét nam ndi ri€ng va
ctia nhan loai néi chung. To6i hy vong
bai vi€t ndy mang lai mot s6 thong tin
tong quit cho cdc ban tré yéu thich
va bit dau budc vao sang tdc ca khiic.
Chiic ban thanh cong.
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LAM SAO LAY ?

PAiu nam chic cé nhiéu ban thich di
coi béi. Ban s& hoi toi ai 1a thdy hay.
Trong s& nay tdi s& ban vdi cdc ban
vé diéu nay. N&u ban c6 doc bai dau
tién trong loat bai vé tif vi cla toi thi
ban di nhan thdy t6i c6 néu 1én mot
vai cau chuyén vé ti vi rat chinh xdc.
Theo kinh nghiém ctia ban (va cua toi
nita) thi doi khi cdc thdy i vi dodn s&
mang cho ching ta ciing khong 13y gi
lam chinh xdc cho 1im. Sy dodn sai
c6 thé do ba yé&u t6. Yéu t& thit nhat
12 thdy béi dd, khong c6 dudc hoc hdi
dang hoang, nhin phdn dng cda thin
chi ma béi bay ba rdi may gip thdi,
triing dugc vai diéu, the 1a ndi ti€ng rdi
thién ha d6n nhau cho 1a hay, nhung
thyc ra chi dodn ding c6 50% ma thoi,
nghia 13 khong tring gi hét. Yé&u td thit
hai 1a coi sai gi¢ sinh. Gid dia phuodng
lic th& nay ldc thé kia, thy theo chinh
pht ndo, dia phuong nao, ddng hd nio.
Do d6 ma mdt ngudi thay vi sinh gid
Ti ma bdo 12 sinh gid Sttu ching han,
12 s6 mang di sai biét hin di rdi, vi
thay vi nhitng 6ng sao thudc hé "Sdt
Ph4a Liém Tham" chi€u, thi di bi€n
thanh nhitng sao trong hé "T& Phd Vi
Tuéng" chi€u, va néu ban nao biét
dodn s6 t vi Trung Hoa thi s& biét
tinh chit clia hai hé sao nay khdc nhau
rit nhiéu. Y€&u td thi ba 1a do tinh chat
du di ctia ngay thing trong Am lich.
Chiing ta da bi€t 1a theo duong lich thi
¢t bon nim lai c6 nhuin mot 1an, du'ra
mot ngay trong thing hai (February).
Theo Am lich thi nim nhuin lai khac
nita. Mdi khi c6 nim nhuin, thi nim
d6 du ra hin mot thang. Nhu thé khi
14y s6 tif vi thi phdi 1am sao? Thong

thudng, cdc thdy tif vi néi ring néu cé

2 thang bay ching han thi ai sinh trong
hai thing d6 minh ct 18y cd hai déu
1a sinh trong thdng bdy. Nhu viy thi
lam sao ma ding dugc. So véi ti vi
Tay Phuong thi ro rang la hai ngudi, vi
du mot ngudi 13 tudi thién xing, mot
ngudi 1a tudi X& N, tinh tinh da khac
nhau nhiéu 1im r6i, ma lai bdo 1a vi
sinh trong thdng bdy chinh va thdng
bdy nhuin ta, cting 1a mot thiang bay,
cling gid cung ngay cung ndm sinh thi
s6 mang phdi gidng nhau nhu hét, thuc
1a mot sy phi ly.

Khong phdi ring chi vi ban sinh trong
thdng nhudn nén t& vi ciia ban mdi bi
sai. Thuc ra tif vi cia ban do dng thdy
1y sai di vi cdi vAn dé thang nhuén
d6, n6 4dnh hudng mot cich gidn tiép

*HODUNG?

Huyén Chau

1én sy xdc dinh thdng sinh cta ban.
Vi du nhu ban khong phdi sinh trong
thdng bdy nhudn. Vi du nhu ban sinh
trong thang 6, trudc thang 7 mot thiang,
hodc thdng 5, trudc thing 7 hai thdng.
Gid st ring thdng 7 d6 nén dugc goi
1a thing 6 méi ding, va thang 7 nhudn
phéi dudc goi 1a thang 7 thi ding, nhu
vy thi n€u ban sinh giita thang 5 thi
thdng sinh cta ban phédi dudc goi 1a
thdng 4 thi méi ding. Nhu vay khi dng
thay tif vi chdp nhin thdng sinh ciia
ban 12 thdng 5 thi 6ng ta 18y 14 s& cho
ban chic chin s& sai, mic di khong ai
6 16i cd. Sy so le d6 con dnh hudng
diy chuyén rat nhiéu cho t6i cd mot
hai nim sau, nhung ma dnh hudng nay
ric r6i qud, 1am sao tinh ra? Chéng 1&
doén bira. Vi du nhu nim sinh ctia ban



ching dinh déng gi d&n nim nhuén ca,
nhung vi d4nh hudng diy chuyén nay
nén ban lo xa, bio ong thay 1a: Ong 2,
toi sinh thdang 3, nhung néu dng 14y thir
ma néu khong tring thi 6ng thir dodn
cho t6i la thang 2 hay thdng 4 coi c6
tring khong. Nhu thé thi ndo c6 khdc
gi dodn md diu. Minh s& mit tin tudng
&t vi, va cif ¢d ging tim cdch d€ ép
cho né tring, khong thi tim cich nay
céch kia d€ bién luan. Thuc ra c6 mot
phuong phdp ma thdy t6i (hién con
& Viét Nam, ong xua day todn & rit
nhiéu trudng trung hoc va ciing viét
rit nhiu sich todn dugc nhiéu ngudi
diing) da chi, dé tinh thang sinh cho
ding. Phuong phdp nay rit don gidn.
Ban c6 nhé cau nay trong truyén Kiéu
khong? "Thanh Minh trong tiét thdng
3". Ban chi cAn nhé mét cau dé thdi,
cong vé6i cudn Lich The Ky, 1a ban ¢6
thé tinh ding thdng sinh cho bat ci
mdt ai. Trong cdc nim am lich, diu
la ndm nhudn hay khong nhuin, lich
Tau chi tinh ¢6 12 tiét, va mdi tiét di
v6i mot thdng. Ban ct nh§ ti€t Thanh
Minh 13 thdng ba, rdi do theo cuén
lich th€ ky di vong vong nhu viy thi
thdng sinh s& tinh ra dugc 1a cdi chic.
Toi cling khong can néi ra day nhitng
ti€t khdc 12 nhitng tiét gi, va nhim vio
nhitng thdng nao, bdi chinh tbi ciing
nhu ban thdi, khong nhé duge. Ct nhé
ti€t Thanh Minh = thdng 3 1a dd rdi
ban nhé. Viy ddu nim néu mudn coi
ti vi cho ai, hoic din ai di coi ti vi
thi ban nén c6 sin modt cudn lich thé
ky trong nha dé€ do tim lai thdng sinh
ding cda duong sy cho ding céi da,
Con y&u td thit hai 12 tinh sai gid sinh
va 1am th€ nao d€ tinh lai cho ding
dudc, thi ciing c6 mdt phuong phdp rat
khoa hoc dé tinh diing, ciing do thay
toi bay cho t6i. Toi xin hen lai véi cac
ban trong mdt dip t6i vy nhé, vi dau
nim ma phai doc nhiéu vé tinh todn
nhu vy chic 1a ban ciing nhifc dau
1dm rdi. Chic cdc ban diu xuin lam
thiy tuéng s6 va ti vi dai tai, hoic di
coi t& vi cho ding nhé.

Huyén Chau
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Y Nguyén oi, sao ma dan ba con gdi
ra duong ai ndy ciing ke ke mot (co
khi hai, ba) cdi tii xdch, vi hodc bop
hit dzdy hd Y Nguyén? Nao la tii nhd,
tii I6n, tii trdng, tii den, tii cdc ke
béng, nao la tii quai dai, quai ngdn,
quai lung litng, nao tii quai to, tii
quai nhé, tii quai da, tii quai ddy
xich, tii plastic, tii da bo, tii deo chéo
ngang bung tho lo, tiii deo nguoc sau
lung nhuw cdi ba 16. Bo ra duong ma
héng mang theo tii la "thiéu thiéu"
cdi gi sao hd Y Nguyén? Vidy hom
nao Y Nguyén thit bé hét tii & nha,
di lang thang mot bita rdi dia ké cho
tui nghe thit coi né ra lam sao nghe.
— Lon Xon

Lon xdn khéo dé y that! Ping d6, con
gdi khi ra dudng ma quén khong mang
theo tdi xdch thi cd y nhu 1a... di chan
khong, trong thi€u kinh khdng. Theo
YN ngim ra thi chi ¢6 ba Iy do don
gidn tai sao mi nang lai cAn phdi mang
theo tdi xdch. Ly do thi nhit, bép
clia con gdi ddy di la day, khong tai
nio nhét vira vo tdi quan ci! Bép clia
mi nang khong phai @€ dung tién, ma
y nhu 12 mot cudén mini photo-album,
chira tir hinh 6ng ba Ngoai, gia dinh,
chdu chit, bd cfi, kép méi, ban be,
cho dén photo ctia con ché Muc hay
chd qua O gi ciing dugc ép hinh cho
vao bop xdch theo. Ly do thi hai cling
khong kém quan trong: chia khda!
Khéng phéi con gdi wa chay dp phe,
cAn ndi cit nhiéu chia khéa td vang

Gita xbn xao doi thuong, cudc séng tudi tré cé nhiéu liic bi khudy dong

béi nhitng suy tuw nhe nhang, budn vui vu vo ngd nghinh, xen ldn mot vai

chiit nhé nhung... dé ghét... dé cudi ciing tao thanh nhitng khiic mdc tuy rdt

la, nhung ciing rdt "tré trung". Thi st Pinh Hing da mang tam hon tudi tré

di vao dong tho,

“.. La hoc tro nhung khong sdch cam tay

Co tdm sy di néi cung cdy co...”

U nhi! Tam sy riéng mang khong lam thanh thén long minh. Nhung lodi théo
méc sao chia xé dugc nhitng du lo? Khhh..khhh khé..khé qud! Biét "méc" véi ai

bay gio? Hmmm, ban mén, hdy thit ghé vao dday ciing Y Nguyén... giti gdm chiit

suy tu, tham thi chiit tam su -- hay tham thi mi nhau -- ban nhé!

Y Nguyén

hay gdc ngoc gi cd ma chi vi con
gdi thich gin thém nhitng tugng hinh
decorations nho nhd dé thuong, hay doi
khi... mot vai lo 6t xit mit phong than,
kéo, kém, dao, thét... hé cdi chi x4 day
vd treo 1én dugc 1a c6 thé gin vao
keychain ngay, bat chap trong lugng.
Va cubi ciing, theo YN thdy thi tdi
xdch thdi nay da nghiém nhién dugc
nhitng nha vé kiéu "officially" dua vao
thé gidi thoi trang. Con gdi xdch tdi
hay gid khong hin d€ cat nhitng thi
cin thi€t, ma 13 d€ sao di cho hgp véi
bd dd dang mic hay do6i guoc dang
mang. Cho nén nhiéu khi luc lai trong
gid, mi nang s€ khong khdi ngac nhién
vi ho it c6 thé s& tim thdy nhiing
thi linh kinh ma ho da vo tinh "liéng"
vd nhung chua hé dung t6i ching
han nhu nim ba thdi keo chocolates
rinh rich... clia Halloween hai nim
vé tru6e, hay chi 12 mot vai miu
gidy
homefone+workfone+cellfone+pager+

nguéch ngoac hang sO
webpage+email+fax clia nhitng ciy si
da tro truyén qua trong mdt hdi chg
Té&t Cong GoO... nim modt ngan chin
trim hdng nhé.

Y Nguyén oi, me minh liic nao ciing
ddan la ra duong phdi coi chiing bon

Zn

con trai, vi "chiing né" hay du dé ldm.
Nhung minh cé quen vdi anh nay, ma
ddu cé thdy dnh du cdi gi dau? Nguoc
lai, mdi ldn hai dita di dao shopping,
minh hay du dnh mua cho minh cdi nay
cdi no ldm, ma lan nao bi minh du dé,

dnh ciing déu méc thé ra charge hit
do. Dzdy thi me minh ddn ddu co diing
ddu hé, Y Nguyén? — NN

NN ne!

NN thaly hong? Thi chinh NN day ciing
dang bi anh chang dang du dd cho NN
tudng ring dnh hdng c6 dang du db ngudi
khdc d6 ma. N6i viy chit khdng phéi la
Me ctia NN dan dang hay sai, nhung ma
dung ¥ clia ba 1a chf mudn NN nén de dat
khi giao thi€ép v6i ngudi ngoai, trai hay
g4i, vi khong phai ai ai ciing 1a ngudi ot
dau. NN lai nhé ngay ciu ndi nay cla ba
ma di thf coi "ai s& du ai" trong phuong
dién shopping d€ phan xét k&t qua thi
hoi trat dudng ray d6. NN thit nghi xem,
néu anh ta c6 job hdn hoi thi khong néi
gi, nhung 15 ngudi ta vin con 14 hoc sinh
song nhd vao financial aid, mudn ng dé
dét NN di choi thi ciing toi thiét. Biét dau
dugc anh chang d& thuong nay c6 long
tot tot chit chidt, ma cling dd timg dudc
mé clia anh din ring "Con coi chiing bi
tui con gdi nd du khi!" thi anh ta s& nghi
sao sau khi di shopping v6i NN! Dau sao
di nita, NN ciing nén tiép tuc than trong
khi giao ti€p vdi ban be, nhung ciing nhé
nhe bét tay khi di shopping v6i ngudi ta
ky sau nhe!

Y Nguyén oi, héi nhé Y Nguyén cdi
nay nghe. Di choi di con gdi bao ldu
mdi dugc "mi" nguoi ta dzi hda? —
S.0.5

Thi S.0O.S cit gdng dgi cho tdi khi ndo



ma minh chic in mot trim phan trim
ring né€u minh nhdm mit chu md qua
phia bén kia... s€ khong bi ngudi ta
nén cho chi€c gudc thi hiy phinh gan
ma lam.:)

Hi Y Nguyén, tui c6 mdt ba chi ky cuc
ldm. Tui thi chi thich lam quen di mdy
c6 dep dep khéng ha, nhung ma bd thi
cif hay cdn tui. Ba hu tui la "vg dep la
vg nguoi ta". Vay thi tui sé lam "nguoi
ta" chit c6 sao ddau. Noi vay chit co
nén ldy dzo dep khéng hd Y Nguyén?
— Nguoi Ta

Ngudi ta ne!

Né&u mi ngudi dep ma nghe chi cla
Ngudi Ta phdn cdu ndy chic mi nang
s€ khéc hu hu vi sg sé& khong con ai
ddm bung mam dé&n hdi. Cau néi nay
ciing c¢6 phan nao ding. Vi that ra
hoa dep thi ching ai lai khong thich,
khong mudn chi€m doat dé€ dem vé
ngim riéng. Nhung vi hdi xtra héi
xua, lic chua cé ludt phdp, chua co
ti€ng néi cda ngudi phu ni, thi nhitng
ngudi dep thudng bi giyt ngang hdng,
dem ép g vo nhitng gia dinh quyén
th€ nhu mot mén vit vo tri vo gidc.
Ngay nay, khdi td chic miy anh ciing
bi€t, may ning ma chua mudn di thi
di ¢6 mang xe ting dén hi doa thi
miy 4 cling ding dinh di vo di ra
nhu ching c¢6 chuyén gi. Con trai ma
bay dit li€c du chua c6 gidy phép
coi chirng con bi thua ra tda véi cdi
to1 "harassment". Cho nén, diéu ding
ngai duy nhat khi ¢6 ngudi yéu hay
vg dep thi miy chang phdi cuc lyc
tranh ddu gin gitt vi sé c6 1dm ké
mon men thita ¢6 du khi Hiing Nga
clia minh di mat thoi. Pé&n lic d6 chi
con tuy thudc vao sy quyét dinh clia
ngudi con gdi Ay coi ¢6 ta ¢c6 mudn
thay 1ong 1am "vg ngudi ta" hay vin
chung thdy lam ngudi tinh trdim ndm
-- v¢ dep ctia riéng minh. Vi vdy, YN
xin mén chic "ngudi ta" mot cong
cudc giing rao k€t kém may min!

Y Nguyén mén,

Dba duoc gan mot nam roi, minh co

quen, néu khong mudn néi la "fall in
love" mot co ban trén mot chatroom. Co
ay ¢6 vé hién ldm, chit khong nhuw mdy
"bai chidn" minh gdp hang ngay trong
truong UCI ciia minh dau. Mbi ngay tui
nay phdi chat véi nhau vai tiéng mdoi
thdy tam du. Cho téi gio, minh mudn
hen gdp cé ta ldm (va c6 &y hinh nhu
ciing vay), nhung minh lai thdy run run
lam sao dé. Nhiéu nguoi ban ciia minh
ciing da quen nhau trén net, va cing
da v mong Cyber sau khi licu mang
gdp nhau roi. Vay minh cé nén hen gdp
c6 dy khong, hay chi nén dé danh dé
ma dét mong thoi hi Y Nguyén? —
Chicken Boy

Chicken Boy mén!

Gip nhau v6 mong Cyber 12 cdi chic!
Hi hi hi! Hi CB chdi mot chit. Khong
bi€t CB c6 coi Paris By Night s6 may
quén rui cd ma ong Nguyén Ngoc
Ngan di trich dai khdi ring "Hdng
c6 ngudi dan ba nao ty cho la minh
xAu ca!" That ra, khong chi phu nit
con gdi nghi vy, ma 1an phe nam nhi
dai trugng phu ludén co! Cho nén dé
tranh trudng hgp bi v mong tan tanh,
CB nén 13y nhitng gi ho tv td dem ha
xudng mot nita (tai vi ngudi ta thudng
hay ty t4 minh t6t 1én gip doi 1im),
roi tir d6 ma suy ra coi minh con c6
can ddm d€ gip ngudi ta nita hong.
Néu con thi t8t. Vi dii sao néu minh
di rip tAm d€ "expect the worst" chiu
chap nhan nhitng gi hdng tt nhat, thi
dau con cdi gi c6 thé lam cho minh
v3 mong dugc diu nita ma sg, chi
$¢ ngudi ta bi 4c mdng ngudc lai ma
thoi!

Em that la dang rdi ldm, xin Y Nguyén
giip dum. Em bay gio thi con dang di
hoc, c6 mdt hom cé anh do chay theo
Vy va néi la quen vdi Vy, sao dé Vy
mdi nhdn ra la minh c6 quen khi con
hoc & High School, va then, dnh xin Vy
56 phone va goi cho Vy lién tuc 2 ngay,
va hen Vy di choi nita. Vy da nhan loi
di choi véi anh dy. Khi di bén canh ciia
danh, Vy rdt la hoi hop, rdt la stress, Vy
khéng cé cam gidc thodi mdi va Vy cam

that chan ldm, va Vy dé quyét dinh khong
cdp bo vdi dnh. Nhung thit ra Vy mudn
héi Y Nguyén tai sao Vy ¢é mot cam gidc
la liing nhu thé.

Vy

bi chdi véi mdt ngudi ma khong cb
cdm gidc thodi mdi, va con cidm thiy
chdn nita, thi t6t nhit 12 Vy stop right
there. Pirng mat cong tim hiéu tai sao
lai ¢6 cdi "cdm gidc la lung" gi gi do,
dau cé ich 1gi gi?!

Sao con trai nao cing vdy, khi ma
mudn quen véi mot nguoi con gdi déu
nhin vao bé ngoai cila ngudi con gdi
(sdc dep dé) trudc tién hét, xin Y
Nguyén cho mot vai ¥ kién. — Mong
Mo

Téi ciing mudn cé cau héi Y Nguyén
lam on cho t6i hdi nhé tai sao con
gdi nao ciing dzj cdi ddu tién nhin vao
ngudi con trai la cdn phdi dep trai va
phong d¢ trudc ca? Xin cdm on! —
Lii Khdch

Hinh nhu Mong Mg va Lit khach da
trd 151 cAu héi nay cho nhau, thay cho
YN r6i d6! Thay hong, dau phdi trén
ddi nay ai niy déu coi trong bé ngoai
dau! Nhung, minh phdi chdp nhan riing
thong thudng, gip ai 1An diu, minh dau
c6 biét dudc ngudi ta tot hay xau, gidi
hay d&, hién hay dif, ngoan hay... hdng
c6 ngoan... ngay lap tic dau? DPiéu
duy nhat minh c6 thé nhin thdy dugc
12 bé ngoai cud ngudi ta ma thoi. Tuy
nhién, cling can néi 16 1a "bé ngoai"
khong chi bao gém nhitng yéu to trén
khu6én mit hay than hinh, ma né con
c6 c& nhitng y&u t6 tinh thin nhu sy
duyén didng, cich thdc néi chuyén, sy
nhip nhing clia dong tic... Nhiéu khi
nhd vao mot ddng dap.."hién", hay
"friendly" nao dé ma ngudGi ngoai méi
ddm bdt chuyén véi minh. Bita nao
Lit Khiach hay Mdng Mg tht lam mat
"ngdu" ding trudc guong ma phiing
mang, trgn mit, li€c doc, hdy lui coi?
Lic d6, s¢ minh nhin con thdy... én,
hudng chi ngudi khdc hén!
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1. Gido Su Lé Héng — California

Cdam on gido su da gdi bai va cé
nhiing ¥ kién déng gop rdt hay véi Non
Séng. Bai "M{ot moi tinh trong thoi ly
loan" ciia gido su sé dugc danh dding
trong s6 téi. Sy hién dién ciia gido
su trong dém ky niém muoi ndm Non
Soéng vita qua, va gidi thudng $100
danh cho bai viét hay nhdt nam 93 ciia
gido su, chdc chdn sé la mét khich 1é
Ion lao cho ban bién tdp va cdc cdy

viét tré ciia Non Séng.

Kinh chiic gido su mgt mua xudn thdt

binh an va hanh phiic.
2. Snowflake — California

Rdt mirng khi thdy Snowflake sau mot
thoi gian vdng béng da quay trd vé véi
Non Song. birng bé Non Song ma di
lau nhu vdy nita nhé Snowflake. Mdy
anh chi trong ban bién tdp sé khong
biét trd loi nhu thé nao véi cdc doc
gid ham mé tdc gia Snowflake ddu a
nghen. Ho viét thu vé toa soan chdt
védn tum lum luén, nao la "Snowflake
di ddu mat tiéu réi?" hay "Sao dao
nay khéng thdy Snowflake xudt hién
nita?"... Bai "Hoa Tulip", ban bién tdp
dé danh ddng trong s6 tdi vi s6 nay
dé danh "ddt" cho nhitng bai vé Tét

va tinh yéu.

Chiic Snowflake mét ndm mdi nhiéu
niém vui mdi va thdt hanh phiic trong

ngay Valentine.
3. Dung Nhi

Cdm on loi khen va loi gép ¥ ciia Dung
Nhi nhé! Ban bién tdp sé cé gdng "cdi
thign" to bdo va sé cho ddng thém
truyén ngdn theo nhu y kién ciia Dung
Nhi ciing nhu cia vai djc gid khdc!

Dung Nhi cit thit viét truyén ngdn hay

tiuy biit di. Non Séng mong mudn sy
g6p mdt ctia Dung Nhi dé. Chiic Dung
Nhi huéng mot cdi Tét thdat vui, mot

mua Valentine hanh phiic.
4. Hoai Phuong — Colorado

Di nhién la "welcome" Hoai Phuong
tdi Cali roi. Nhung sao chi & Cali
duoc cé mot tudn vay hd Ndn ni ba
md & thém vai ngay nita mdi di tham
hét dwoc thdng cdnh mién Nam Cali
chit! Cit yén chi, sé c6 nguoi ddit Hoai
Phuong di xem thdng cdnh ma. Hién
gio nghe tin Hoai Phuong sdp qua,
mdy anh trong Non Song cu gianh
nhau dé duoc lam hudng din vién
du lich cho Hoai Phuong ne! Chiic
Hoai Phuong va gia dinh mét cdi Tét
dong vui va hanh phiic. Hen gdp Hoai
Phuong sau nhé!

5. Minh Diic — Phdp

Truyén ngdn hay tity biit hodc ky su gi
ciing dugc hét, anh cit viét roi gdi vé
cho Non Séng nhé. Biét dau mot ngay
nao dé anh sé néi tiéng nhuw dai vin

hao Victor Hugo thi sao!

Chiic anh thanh céng va hudng mot

mia xudn dam dm.
6. Thu Hién — Oklahoma

Co6 cit gdi bai vé cho tui chdu theo
dang email ciing dugc. Ban bién tdp
sé doi qua dang tieng Viét binh thuong
sau do. Mong sém nhdn dugc bai ciia
c6. Kinh chiic ¢6 va gia dinh hudng

mdt mila xudn nhu' y.
7. Tit Diém — Canada

Chua nhdn dugc s6 bdo 92 a? La nhi!
Chdc chdn la bi truc trdc gi dé lic
g6i di hay sao chit khéng thé nao Tit
Diém lai bi "lot s6" ldn nita dugc. Ban
bién tdp phdi "niu do" chi chi bt héi
cho ra 1&é mdi dugc. Pén b cho Ti
Diém.....hai cuén NS 93 chju hong?

Chiic Tit Diém vui nhiéu trong ndm mdi

va nhat la... trong ngay 1é Tinh Yéu.
8. Nhit Bdo Vién Pong

Thanh thdt cdm on nha bdo Vi Anh
va Nhdt Bdo Vién Péng da danh tron
mét trang trong phan "Thé Gidi Qudn
Cam" d¢ gidi thiéu Non Séng mot cdch

trang trong dén vdi ban doc khdp noi.



