SPECIAL
FEATURE

The warm sun rays dissolve dreamy smoke,

Leaving golden glitters

on several cottages’ roofs.

Rustling, the wind teases her blue blouse,

On an ivy wall**-shadows the Spring.

From “The Ripen Spring,”

a poem by Han Mic T

Some fresh sun rays, some fresh
wind. These are enough to signal a new
Spring season. However new it is, Spring
only lies within the forever cycle of
Nature’s four seasons. Similarly is Mr.

sketches O?KE)E T)

Han’s poem which was composed a long
time ago but sounds fresh as of yester-
day. The way to greet the spring is very
old, perhaps originated thousands of
years ago in the soft drizzle in Northern
Vietnam. Back then, the Vietnamese
people began calling the first days of
spring “Té&t” (mispronounced from the
word “ti€t,” meaning “season,” or, in an
elaborated sense, “festival season”).
However old they are, the customs of Tt
still reflect special characteristics of the

[NONSONG2() ]

ustoms

Ong Nhu - Ngoc

Vietnamese culture generation after gen-
eration. Tét is the time to reunite one’s
family, both the living and the dead mem-
bers; TEt is also the time to renew and
strengthen one’s friendship bondage;
and, finally, T&t is the time to revive past
experiences in preparing oneself for new
experiences to come. Springtime in a
foreign land, let us review some sketches
of the T&t customs.

I. Spending Tét with Family

Similar to Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas celebrations of the Western tradi-
tion, Tét is the time to reunite all family
members. Children and grandchildren
working and schooling away from home
are granted vacation time to return home
around the twenty-third of the lunar
month of December. However, an aver-
age Vietnamese family spends half of the
lunar month of December to be well pre-
pared for T&t. There are many things to
do, for example: buying flowers, fire-
crackers, and incense, shopping for new
clothes, cooking rice cakes (bdnh chung,
bdnh dady), and cleaning the house. By
New Year’s Eve (the thirtieth of Decem-
ber), all the purchases have to be com-
pleted; the ancestors’ altar has to be tidy;
all dishes have to be cooked; and the fire-
crackers have to be ready.

1. Visiting the ancestors’ graves

From the twenty-third to New Year’s
Eve, members of the family visit and
clean the burial sites of their deceased
relatives and ancestors. They often bring
with them incense sticks, flowers, and
fruit to the grave sites and invite the de-
ceased to the Té&t celebration with the
family. When there was no cemetery in
the countryside of Vietnam, few families
possessed tracks of land large enough to



be reserved as burial sites for their de-
ceased members, so the landlords who
had vast tracks of land in the village lent
the families some land to serve as their
burial sites. Thus, at the end of the year,
each family that went visit the graves also
brought with them Tét gifts for the land-
lords who lent them the land or for the
caretaker of the cemetery (if the graves
were in a cemetery).

2. Seeing Tdo Qudn off to heaven

The story about Tdo qudn (“Kitchen
Gods” in English, consisted of two males
and one female) generally goes as fol-
low: Once upon a time, there lived a
couple who were poor but very affection-
ate toward each other. Since their hard
work barely covered the expense, the
husband decided to travel away to try out
his fortune, hoping to become rich so that
his wife would not have to work so hard.
Unfortunately, he was gone for three
years without returning. The wife waited
during that time, became certain that he
was dead, and got married with a rich
man. Her heart, however, still lingered
with her old husband. One day, close to
the advent of the new year (possibly on
the twenty-third of December?), the new
husband’s family organized a big offer-
ing-party for their ancestors, so there
were beggars waiting at the door for
some leftover food. When the wife
passed out the food to them, she suddenly
realized that one of the beggars was her
old husband. The new husband saw that,
jumped to the conclusion that his wife
was not loyal to him, and scolded her.
Writhing in the painful notion that she
was misunderstood, the wife jumped into
the big fire burning votive gold and sil-
ver and committed suicide. The old hus-
band missed her and jumped into the fire
after her. The new husband regretted his
words, but both were burnt, so he jumped
into the fire himself. The three souls
floated up into Heaven and appeared
before the King of Heaven. The King of
Heaven, feeling sorry for their situations,
told their spirits to return to the earth to
watch over the fire in the kitchen of each
family and came back to Heaven to re-
port the good and bad happenings in each
family during the year.

Above is just one in several stories
about Tdo qudn. Generally speaking, the
story has been told to explain the origin
of the custom to see Tdo qudn off to
Heaven and teach human beings to main-
tain ethics because all human deeds
would ultimately be reported to the King
of Heaven. On the twenty-third of De-
cember, besides a meal with good food
(depending on the income of the family),
every family also offer Tdo qudn new
hats and new shirts (made out of paper)
to wear and one or three live carp(s)
swimming in a bowl of water to ride back
to Heaven.

3. The ceremony to welcome back
the ancestors

On the evening of New Year’s Eve,
all dishes and fruits are assembled into
an offering-party on the ancestors’ altar.
Here comes the time for the whole fam-
ily to congregate before the spirits of the
ancestors, review events of the past year,
and retrieve valuable experiences for the
coming year. Gia trudng (the head of the
extended family, usually the eldest) cer-
emoniously lights the incense sticks and
puts them on the altar, asking the ances-
tors to receive the offerings and to bless
the family with good luck for the coming
year. Following the gia trudng, other
family members clasp their hands to-
gether in a respectful manner to welcome
the ancestors home to celebrate TEt with
the descendents.

4. Fire-crackers

Once giao thira (i.e., the transition
time between midnight of December thir-
tieth of the old year and early morning
of January first of the new year) strikes,
every house ignites its fire-crackers si-
multaneously. Tiny crackers, medium-
sized crackers, and giant crackers fire
loudly, crisply, in unison, and the heavy
smell of smoke from burnt fire-crackers
mixing with the lighter smell of incense
produces a special, homogeneous kind
of smell, very Tét itself.

A long time ago, in the countryside,
people believed that the noise of the fire-
crackers could expel evil spirits and bring
forth happiness to the villagers. Frequent
practice forms custom. Nowadays, al-
though only a few people still believe in
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repelling evil spirits this way, every
house fires the crackers from the eve of
giao thita to the mornings of January first,
second, and third in order to welcome the
family’s ancestors back for Tét celebra-
tion, to welcome the family’s visitors, and
to welcome the spirit of the spring into
the house. Sometimes, upto the tenth of
January, fire-crackers can still be heard
scatteringly in the neighborhoods. The
pleasant cracking of fire-crackers reflects
the animated spirit of Té&¢, and it is be-
lieved that the deep pink color of the re-
mains of fire-crackers symbolizes luck.

Regretfully, a few years ago, the
communist government of Vietnam had
prohibited the firing of fire-crackers in
the country. Perhaps, the continuous,
warm sound of fire-crackers can only ring
in the new year festivals abroad.

5. The first steps out (of the house)
(xudt hanh)

When the fire-crackers have sub-
sided after giao thira, each family nomi-
nates a person to perform the first steps
out of the house in the fresh few minutes
at the start of a new year. To perform
these first steps, the person has to read
the calendar (see the article on Lunar
Calendar) to choose the right direction
that matches the person’s zodiac sign
(see the article on Zodiac Signs), imply-
ing the blessings that all of the family
would get everytime they step out of the
house in the coming year. After perform-
ing the first steps, the person can also be
the first visitor of his/her own house.

6. The first visitor (to the house)
(xong nha)

At the beginning of a new year, quite
a few Vietnamese people believe that the
first visitor’s footsteps would determine
good or bad luck for the family during
the new year. Therefore, every new year,
the family would ask a person with good
luck to be the first visitor to the house. A
person with good luck is someone who
has gained in his/her business during the
year and come from a properous, happy
family. If the family cannot find such a
person, they have a family member to
act as the first visitor to their own house.
The first visitor, often well-dressed,
walks through the main porch of the



house and ambles into the kitchen and
around the house, bringing good luck into
every corner of the house.

7. Wishes of longevity

In the Vietnamese family, seniors are
respected above all others because of the
experiences they have acquired. Accord-
ing to the author’s opinion, the respect
paid to seniors presents a society that
respects its roots and has a modest atti-
tude toward learning from previous ex-
periences since the seniors have accu-
mulated the most experience. Therefore,
the early morning of New Year Day is

reserved for the children and grandchil-
dren to propose wishes of longevity to
their parents and grandparents. The Viet-
namese people believe that everyone
gains a year older at the beginning of
every year despite their various birth
dates during the year.

8. Lixi

The words /i xi was phonetically
transcribed from Cantonese into Viet-
namese, originally from the Chinese
characters “lgi thi” (money, profit). To
celebrate the children’s getting a year
older, the adults in the family and rela-

[NON SONG22 1

tives and friends of the parents give the
children small amounts of money (/i xi)
and wish them to grow up fast, to be suc-
cessful in their studying, etc. The money
is inserted in a solid red envelop or one
with golden decors. Similar to the color
of deep pink, the color of red or any color
with red hue is believed to symbolize
good luck. Years ago, after receiving
wishes of longevity, the seniors of the
family gave [i xi to all of their descen-
dents despite ages, using small amounts
of both changes and bills; the mixing of
changes and bills connoted the wish of
prosperity and increased business’s profit
in the new year.

9. Paying visits

After the first visitor to the house,
the family begins welcoming friends and
relatives and returns their visits. Usually,
the First (of January) is reserved to offer
wishes of longevity to the seniors of the
family. On the Second (of January), the
family continues visiting relatives. The
Third (of January) is reserved for the stu-
dents to visit their teachers, a tradition
which exemplifies the mentality of Viet-
namese students, “paying respecting
teachers and [their] teachings.” From the
Fourth (of January) on, friends visit and
entertain each other.

10. Taboos

Since the Vietnamese people be-
lieve that the deeds done in the first few
days of the new year can sow the seeds
of bad or good luck for the entire year,
they are extremely watchful of their
words and actions in the first three days
of the new year. There are several ta-
boos, for example: sweeping trash, es-
pecially the remains of burnt fire-crack-
ers, out of the door because it is similar
to sweeping money out of the house; pre-
senting “tabooed” objects as gifts such
as medicine and sharp knives because
they imply illness and quarrels; insult-
ing or cussing; weeping or whining;
breaking dishes or mirror because it con-
notes a broken family; wearing white or
black because these are colors of death,
etc. Some of the taboos afore mentioned
have been simplified across time, but
most still remain in the Vietnamese
people’s belief today.



Il. Greeting the Spring in the Village

Quite different from Thanksgiving
and Christmas in Western tradition, the
Vietnamese Tét contains not only a fam-
ily gathering occasion but also several
chances to interact, compete, and make
friends with others in the society. The
Vietnamese society has been based on
agriculture since a long time ago, and its
people have organized the society into a
system of villages so that, living in com-
munes, they can readily become each
other’s help. The village, formed by a
group of countryside inhabitants who
maintain certain unique cultural features,
is the smallest administrative unit of the
Vietnamese society.

1. Setting up the néu

Having interacted with each other
daily, the Vietnamese people become
more united in face of mishaps. Accord-
ing to an old story, the Vietnamese vil-
lages and pagodas were often bothered
by devils, so everyone asked for protec-
tion from the Buddha. The Buddha ap-
peared and caught the devils. The devils
begged for forgiveness and promised not
to raise havoc again. The Buddha re-
leased them and told them not to come
near the areas which the Buddha marked.
Then the Buddha taught the people how
to set up the néu (a bamboo pole) and its
flags and surround both with white lime
powder on the ground to mark the areas
that the devils ought to avoid. Since then,
people set up néu’s in all pagodas, vil-
lages’ temples and, sometimes, in front
of their houses.

Néu is a tall bamboo tree which car-
ries on top flags of five colors symbolic of
the Five Elements (metal: white, wood:
black, water: blue, earth: yellow, fire: red).
Among the five-color, silk flags are chimes
of different materials (wood, metal, clay,
porcelain) which are symbols of the Eight
Trigrams (in the Book of Change). When
the wind blows, these chimes make pleas-
ant, tinkling sound. The néu’s in people’s
houses do not carry flags.

By the Seventh (of January), the néu
is taken down in an offering-ceremony to
Heaven and Earth, called L& Khai Ha. This
ceremony officially ends the Tét. Every-
one returns to their normal business.

2. Picking the buds of spring (hdi
loc ddu xuén)

Together with setting the néu and its
flags in the yards of temples and pago-
das, the Vietnamese people also insti-
tute the custom of “picking the buds of
spring” (hdi lpc ddu xudn) in the yards
of the temples and the pagodas. The
word “l§c” carries two meanings, one
being “the young tree branch (or bud)”
and two being “favors.” After attending
ceremonies on the evening of New
Year’s Eve, the attendees (mostly Bud-
dhists and Confucianists) often stop by
the old, big trees in the yards of the
temples or pagodas and fetch a young
branch of the trees home to be hung in
front of the house or on the altar. Per-
haps, since the word “/§c” (meaning “the
young tree branch”) is the homonym of
“bong loc, phudc loc” (meaning “favors,
merits”), people believe that bringing the
young tree branch home is similar to re-
ceiving merits in the family.

3. Spring festivals

Merits do not have to be defined
solely as money but also as good health
and good spirits. Hence, the villagers
organize a countless number of festivals
and contests in the spring so that every-
one can entertain after a year of ardu-
ous work. Each village offers different
contests, depending on its geographical
location and types of inhabitants. Below
is a list of representative contests orga-
nized in the springtime:

* Contest of singing quan ho

Quan ho is a style of Northern
folksong, origninated in the province of
Bdc Ninh. According to a legend, this
style of singing was invented by the eu-
nuch Hi€u Trung Hiu to entertain with
the young men and women in the canton
N¢i Due during his old age and spreaded
to nearby provinces at a later time. Us-
ing the melody lines of quan ho, young
men and women sing to praise one an-
other, to express their love toward each
other, and to promise a date with their
partners. Since there is no instrumental
accompaniment, members of both sides
sing in pairs to provide support for each
other’s voice. In the contest, each team
is composed of approximately four per-
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sons (technically termed bgn) rehears-
ing together. The referee is an expert
singer who knows many sub-styles (i.e.,
the ways to express a line using differ-
ent melodies and vocal ranges). Each
team scores on its ability to counter-sing
the sub-style and the meaning proposed
by the opposing team. The longer and
the more complex a team’s melody line,
the more challenging it is for the oppos-
ing team to counter-sing. Prizes are not
huge, but they mean great pride for the
winning team.

Besides the contest of singing quan
ho, there are other singing contests like
riddle-singing, singing of analogies, sing-
ing in the style of tréng qudn, etc. All of
these are much appreciated by the festi-
val attendees because they employ rich
vocabulary and vocal styles.

¢ Contest of the pigeons

A while ago, pigeons were regarded
as the birds that delivered mails most
quickly and accurately, so they were cho-
sen to be trained for contests in the Tt
festivals. When the drums beat, the pi-
geons are released from their bamboo
cages to fly into the sky. The judges
watch the shadow of each flock of pi-
geons in a bucket of water and assign the
scores. The flock that has flown highest
and stayed together wins the contest.

* Tug-of-war contest

Expressing the athletic spirits of Viet-
namese people, most spring festivals have
a tug-of-war contest. The contest’s partici-
pants are divided into two groups, both
holding onto the ends of a rope and trying
with all their might to pull the other group
to their group. Both sides might be com-
prised of all robust men or young men on
one side and young women on the other
side, most of whom is unmarried.

* Wrestling contest

Wrestling is considered both a sport
and a martial art which serves to maintain
everyday’s fitness. A good wrestler is one
with great strength and flexibility to
counter the opponent’s moves. The win-
ner has to be able to flip the opponent on
his/her back or lift the opponent off the
ground. Wrestlers in contest only wear a
piece of green, red, white, or brown
loinclothe; yellow is avoided because it is



the king’s color. According to legend, the
female general L& Chan who served un-
der Sisters Trung’s reign was the first one
to organize wrestling contest to recruit sol-
diers for her army. Since then, the villag-
ers have continued her tradition and orga-
nized the wrestling contest.

* Boat races

The Vietnamese people have not only
fought well on land but also in the water.
Under the reign of Sisters Trung, the fe-
male general Cao Nhu organized the first
navy of Vietnam. Following her tradition,
boat races have since been organized
along the big rivers in the springtime. Par-
ticipants can race alone or with a team.
Along the river banks, viewers beat the
drums to uplift the spirits of the racers.

* Cooking contests

Of course, nourishment occupies an
important place in the life of Vietnamese
people. Family gathering at Tét provides
feasting opportunities and chances for the
women to exhibit their cooking skills.
There are many contests serving this pur-
pose, for example: rice cooking contest,
sweet-rice making contest, party catering
contest, baking contest, chicken boiling
contest, etc. Every contest not only re-
quires the women to season the food well
but also to be able to cook fast and put
together the food in an aesthetic manner.

il Springtime Amusement

Since the First and Second (of Janu-
ary) are reserved for family and teach-
ers, respectively, Vietnamese people
entertain their friends on the Third (of
January). Besides strolling through the
boiterous festivals as a part of TEt’s ac-
tivities, the Vietnamese people also
spend the more tranquil time with their
friends in other types of amusement, both
of high- and lower-class.

1. First words written in the new
year (khai bit ddu xuin)

At the beginning of each year, the
Vietnamese people are extremely watch-
ful of their words and deeds. The schol-
ars are even more careful in their style
of calligraphy and each of their written
sentences; thus, amid incense smoke and
reddish fire-cracker remains, the schol-
ars have a ceremony to write the first
words of the new year. Feeling the ex-

citement for poetry, the scholars compose
poems in Chinese (Hdn) or old-style
Vietnamese (Nom) on gidy diéu (i.e., a
special kind of red paper). The content
of these poems usually includes appre-
ciation for Nature or blessings for the
new year.

In the Vietnamese students’ opinion,
this ceremony symbolizes their appetite for
knowledge. They also believe that the cer-
emony can energize their creativity so that
they can write beautiful proses in the new
year. Nowadays, this traditional ceremony
is dying out because few people are learn-
ing Chinese. However, the annual Spring
Festival organized by the Union of Viet-
namese Student Associations of Southern
California always includes the ceremony
khai biit ddu xudn in both Vietnamese and
English languages.

2. Parallel scrolls (cdu déi)

Parallel scrolls are two sentences
written in equal numbers of words that
oppose each other in idea and style.
When the study of Chinese language was
blooming in Vietnam, parallel scrolls
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were appreciated by both scholars and
common people. During Tt celebration,
the scrolls were hung on both sides of
the house so that the visitors could ap-
preciate them together with the host. The
sentences were written on two scrolls of
gidy diéu (red paper) in glittering Chi-
nese ink. The scrolls were often written
by the old scholars of the village who
were well-versed and knew how to write
well in calligraphy. The scrolls usually
contain blessings for the new year. Later
on, parallel scrolls are not so popular or
regarded as having literary and aesthetic
values anymore; they are now consid-
ered as decorative elements to brighten
the house in the first few days of the new
year.

3. Tét paintings

To add more liveliness to the house
at TEt time, Vietnamese people shop for
a few Pong HO paintings to hang on the
walls. Pong Ho paintings are specialties
of the village Pong H9, a small village
in Northern Vietnam. The paintings were
printed from engraved wooden blocks



onto the do paper (a type of sporous,
durable, and soft paper, made out of the
barks of a vinelike tree called do). The
paints used in printing come from natu-
ral materials: black comes from the ash
of bamboo leaves; white comes from egg
shells; blue comes from indingo leaves;
red comes from the méng toi fruits, etc.
The paintings describe scenes from
fables, fairy tales, or historical events in
a satirical manner. The painting “Ga
DPan,” for instance, shows a flock chicken
which carries the wish for a populous
family; the painting “Dai Cdt” (“great
luck’) shows a charismatic rooster which
is symbolic of peace and wellness in the
new year. TEt paintings, especially the
Poéng Hé paintings, enhance the el-
egance of the living room and slightly
show off the aesthetic understanding of
the host.

4. Apricot and peach flowers

Flowers are the inseparable decors
of Vietnamese festivities. In the North,
peach flowers bloom every spring. In the
South, apricot flowers also bloom. Thus,

apricot and peach flowers are the two
specialties of T&t. Apricot flowers used
in TEt time are the yellow type (mai
vang) which blooms in groups next to the
greenish buds on the slim branches.
Peach flowers of the deep pink type (bich
dao) (flowers only, no fruits), which also
blooms in groups, are more valuable.
Many families believe that the fresh
blooming of apricot and peach flowers
on New Year Day brings prosperity to the
whole year.

5. Chess

Chess is possibly one of the hobbies
involving the most thinking. Similar to the
international chess, the chess board is
square with round pieces, each having
its own movement. Each game requires
two players sitting across from each
other. The winner has to “check mate”
(catch) the “colonel” piece of the oppo-
nent. In Vietnamese history there told a
legend about this game of chess:

In the reign of king Tran Dy Tén
(1341-1369), Vietnam was in danger of
being invaded by China. Testing the
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knowledge of king Du To6n, the Chinese
king sent his envoy to Vietnam to chal-
lenge the king of Vietnam to a game of
chess. King Du Tén was very anxious,
so he called for a search of a good chess
master to meet the challenge of the Chi-
nese envoy. One talented chess master
named Vii Huyén showed up and prom-
ised to win the envoy under the condi-
tion that the game had to start at noon
and that he had to stand by the king.
Since the game was outdoor, the one who
stood by the king had to hold up a para-
sol for the king. Master Vii Huyén made
a hole in the king’s parasol so that the
sun could shine through. Then he guided
the sun ray to cast a shadow on the chess
board, so the king knew where to move
his pieces. It resulted in king Du Ton’s
victory. Thereafter, the king of China
paid some respect to king Du Ton, think-
ing that he was talented, and stopped
bothering Vietnam.

Until now, chess still holds as a tra-
ditional mind game of Vietnamese
people year-round. Besides having a
game on the chess board, another ver-
sion using human beings is also played
in several villages of Vietnam. The rules
of chess are maintained though the game
pieces are real people wearing clothes
with the names of the pieces embroi-
dered on them and holding flags and
weapons, so majestically looking. The
players sit on high platforms and give
order to their “pieces” to move at their
will on the yard of a temple or the field
(instead of the chess board).

IV. Children’s Entertainment

in the Springtime

The seniors, the middle-ages, the
young men, and the young women have
all gotten their share of the springtime’s
games. Obviously, young children also
enjoy playful time with their friends,
show off their new clothes, and hold each
other’s hand skipping about through the
village and town.

1. Ldn dancing

Wherever there is the drum beating,
everyone, from the seniors to the baby,
pours out to get a glimpse (of the ldn).
The children are always the fastest to
arrive at the first row, next to the drum-



mer. The /dn dancing team is very fond
to watch with its colors and liveliness.
Walking in front is ong dia (the god of
the earth, portrayed here in a comical
sense) wearing his mask, showing his
rotund belly, and waving his fan. Follow-
ing him are the /dn’s, each being held by
two dancers; one holds its head, the other
its colorful tail. The two dances in the
rhythm of the drum, driving the ldn into
powerful motions.

Lan, short for ky ldn, is one of the
four legendary animals: Long (dragon,
considered the most noble of the ani-
mals), Ly or Ldn (an animal with a lion’s
head and a horses’ body), Quy (turtle, a
reptile, thought to be the animal that lives
the longest), and Phugng (phoenix, an
imaginary bird, thought to be the queen
of all birds). Ldn symbolizes
undefeatable strength.

2. Siic sdc siic sé

This is an annual game, similar to
the American Haloween’s trick-or-treat,
for the poor children living in the coun-
tryside of the Northern Vietnam. On the
New Year’s Eve, before giao thira, the
children gather in groups to walk around
the village and stop by the houses of rich
families to ask for money instead of can-
dies like in Haloween. The one in front
holds a metal container or a hollow bam-
boo stick, tapping as he/she goes. The
others follow and sing the song:

Which house, this house,

Still bright with lanterns and fire,

Open the door for us to visit.

Looking up the high bed,

We see a couple of dragons hatching.

Looking down the low bed,

We see a couple of dragons serving.

Stepping into the back yard,

We see the tiled roof.

The elephant thou still tie,

Thee horses thou still hold.

Thou would live 100 years

And would live five more.

Thee lady has

Healthy children,

Who are as beautiful as those on pictures

And as chubby as puppets.

The song praises the host that he is a
gentleman (like the dragon on the high
bed) and is very rich (his house has tiled

roof, elephant, and horses). Then it wishes
that the host will live until his ripe old age
(till 105 years old) and that his wife will
give birth to beautiful and chubby children
(like in the pictures, like the puppets) to
carry on the family’s lineage. Hearing such
nice wishes, no host or hostess can refuse
the children their money!

Twenty-two years have gone by, and
the emotionally charged painting of the
Queen Spring of Han Mic T¢ still lin-
gers in the mind of the Vietnamese
people welcoming her worldwide.
Though many of the ceremonies and cus-
toms in welcoming the Queen Spring
have been simplified, the Vietnamese
family never forgets to enjoy Tét and
teach the children and grandchildren
about the traditional T&t customs. These
instructions are, indeed, the spring in
themselves.

*Warning: the article might not be ex-
actly equivalent to its Vietnamese version.

**ivy wall: Since there is no equiva-
lent term found for “gian thién [y,” the
“ivy wall” comes closest to the poetic
idea of the poem’s excerpt. The word

“gian” means a framework where
vinelike trees crawl; “thién [y” is a type
of vinelike tree with heart-shaped leaves
in opposite arrangement and greenish
yellow flowers, often grown to provide

shadow for a yard.
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Xuan Xua

Mot mia xuan cli

Con tim con ngh
Bénbo yéu thuong,
ROi xudn doan trudng
Gisc gia thé luong
Poi chia dbi ngal

Nay xuan xf la

Dau carh Mai hoa

Ngzy vé qué xall

Quach Cuang (California)

Xuan Noi Xi La!

Xun da vé rbi anh ¢ hay
Heo may nhé nhe gqilay 1y,
Xa rhau hai dda bubn bigt méy

Ky riém Au tho van con day.

Gib thét hiu hiu bia trang gay..
Ru em lac vao giéic mong say..
Th cho arh dé vn dong dy)

Nhung sz0 tirh van tiya beo may..

Ngudc mat héi troi vi sao vay?
Viszo tirh ta qué doa day
Viszo tinh ta qua chua cay?

Tih d& mét rbi. tiéc thuong thayl?

Xugn nay déu phai xugn nam Sy
Xuan noi xf la, xuan thi mﬁyl?
P2u con chang nita nhitng phiit giay!

Hai difa bén rhau mbng ngat ngay!

Ké &, nguoi di.. xa tir day!
Arh V& v tron cube tinh ngdy..
Con em cb dbc trong don lé..

Thém dém thoi gian.. nAt tim ndy.

Bé Ngoan (CNCD)

Xuan Doi Va Ta

Chén van budc khi dong doi lang I

Khiic quanh co hay khiic r& thang tram
Poan dudng doindo ai biEt nbi tam
Vi nng génh hay cdi long rbng tuéch?
T&t lang 10 t&t lai vé day

Mai chua hoa séc van héo gay

Suong trén canh long lanh hba da

Ngudivat vo danh phan beo may.

Xuén trong ong hay da vé dau
Ngudii ly huong tam vBn héo shu
Chim vy viing Nam di voi vai
Do mubn mau sao bac may rau?
Ban vdi be nay lai lia xa

Chén ly bdi xua da x6a nhoa
Tinh béing hitu ¢6 con hay mat
Ly ruqu ming i lai cing ta?

Lam Anh Tudn
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Xuan Ve Bé Nh Anh

Xun vé& may tréng gidng ngang

Bé thuong, bé nnd, lai cang nhd hon.
Ghét, thuong 18n 16n ting com,

Tai vi “con rhd”, nén hon ai chang?
Cali anh nhd bé rang (?)

Tirh day trao 6, gb trang to bay.
Theo thdi gian mi dbng day,

DU bao tréc trd, khbng thay téc long,
Bao nzm tinh van long dong,

Nhung yéu, va khic mdt 1ong anh thoi
Bé thuorng, bé nhd bo mbi,

Bé oi 4rh mAt xa xbi hign Birh,

Xuéin v&, sa0 rhé |&m artl

Phong khuya chiéc béng, 1Bu manh lra thua.
Mong arh séng dén, chiéu dua,

Arh cung bao 8y, ciing chua théa long,
Anh 0, qua d&t xoay vong,

Xoay bao rhiéu rhip, tirh nong bay rhigu.
Arhla ca mbt troi yeu,

Arh 3 tréi rhd, gieo rhigu tuong tu.
Yéu arh rhigu gy thé ul

Con anh thuong bé, bao ch anh oi (?)
Chiéu nay thuong nhé choi voi,

Nho ai dong hb, mdt troi yéu duong,
Ai vé qua bén sdng tuong,

Gdi a cau udc, uyén uong ngay lanh.
Ngay ndo |4 van con xarh,

Tinh anh, v8i bé giao canh dém say.
Bbng rhién, bo mét cay cay,

Tai arh bé hd, nén nay bt dén.
Chép tay kh&n nguyén on trén,

Morg tirh ta & ving bén séc son.

Bé 12 ¢cb bé cbn con,

Bé 12 con bé tf hon clia chang.

Noi day thuong rhd mién man,

Van tho luc bAt xudn sang nhd nguoi.

Bé Ngoan (CNCD)



- mot so hinh dnh trong

SINH HOAT,NAM QUA

Xugng ngdn vién Thanh Thao
cla Little Saigon Television
phong vdn Tam va Ngan vé
Giai Viét Van Non Song lan
thir nhat.

Chuong trinh truyén hinh trén internet clia cong ty Kicon phdng van ban
t8 chiic Giai Viét Van Non Song. Tu trdi sang phai: Ngan (thu ky NS,
Tam (chl nhiém NS), anh Thanh va chi Minh (cong ty Kicon), anh
Hoang Trong Thuy (dai VNCR).

Higu (Webmaster), Tam (chli nhiém), va Nha Anh (dong chii nhigm)
trong budi phdng van vé Giai Viét Van tai dai VNCR.

C6 lam viéc, ¢ vui choi. Nhiing gidy phat thodi mai hi€ém
hoi clia Ban Bao Chi Non Song va ban hiiu tai mgt dém
hat cho nhau nghe tai hdi quan Thly Duong.
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Gian hang Non Song tai Hgi T&t Sinh Vién nam Binh Slu do
Téng Hoi Sinh Vién Nam Cali t6 chic.

NON SONG

ma g a g
tap chi cia gidi fré If.-,-.f gV may

1"_!_ L

Xuéng ngdn vién Hoang Trong Thuy clia dai
phat thanh VNCR, mgt doc gia dai han lau
nam cla tap chi Non Song.

Trong mot dém tha nhac do Uy Ban Thanh Nién clia hdi VAALA t6 chiic.
Tur trai sang phai: Nhd Anh, Linh Nhi, Kiéu L&, va hai ban tré tii Pomona.

Chd bat Nguy&n Quang Trudng tai trai hé V& V6i Non Song
lan that VIII. Cling ham chai ham &n ching kém gi ai hét!

T6 Tam (UCI), mot cong tac vién nhigt tinh clia Non Song.
Hong biét dang cham chd xem hay lam diéu chup hinh day!
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VO trong

Ve

tiéng cuoi

Ngoc Quynh

[NONSONG3() ]

Hin cg cdi tén la, Thdi
Quoc Minh. Budi chiéu dau
ti€n vao 16p, ca dim con gai
ban tdé1 x6n xao nhu chg va.
Ngoc Thoa nhéo t6i.

— E may, cdi tén d6 dep trai qud bay.

— Mmm... Ha... yén ndo cdi con khi
nay. Tao con chua dich xong cdi para-
graph nay, 6ng Trung vao dn tring vit bi
gio khi a!

— Thi ngdng l1én nhin mdt cdi xem
tao n6i c6 phdi khdong. May di... hin cao
dong déng ma mit uét dep qud may a!

— Thi ké n6, mic m6 gi tao céi con nay.

— Hién c6 vé khép may oi. Toi qu4 di!

— Thoi di con. Tudng vdi ché tugng
cho 1im vao quy a! C6 thdnh Ala méi tin
n6i bay nghe con. Yén nao! Coi ty dién
dum tao coi collaborate c6 nghia la gi?

— May thiét...! Chdnbay qua! bay!
Poc di. Ong Trung dng cung may qué
chirng ma con sg¢ cdi qudi gi quy ne! Tao
ma nhu may thi tao céc c6 lam bai lam
gi cho mét xdc! 0 ma sao tao c6 cam
gidc nhu 130 Ay c6 cdm tinh dic biét v6i
may dé con!

— C4di con nay dn néi gi ma loan
ngdn thé? Thay Trung quy tao vi 6ng
quen v46i ba Phuong Anh chit b§? May
da bié't rdi kia mg?

— Vay sao? Chi€u nao ldo cling dén
tan nha “kém tré” th€ kia thi 1am gi c6
clia “quy” chi may dén th&?

— May thiét...! To mdm tui 16p né6
lai don tim lum bi gid! Tao ndi that ma
sao may ct hdi vin hoai vay khi?

— Thi thoi...

Ti€ng chudng reo vao 16p vira vin
lic toi dich xong phan cudi ctia doan vin.
Ngoc Thoa va dam con gdi tia vé chd,
dé€ lai mot chd trong ding sau lung toi.
Thay Trung budc vao. Sau khi doc xong
t0 gidy “hdn” dua, thdy quay sang giGi
thiéu vdi ca 16p...

— C4c em, xin han hanh gidi thiéu
mot thinh vién méi cla 16p, Thdi Qudc
Minh. Minh vira chuyén trudng tir Bic vao
day theo gia dinh. Mong cdc em c6 dip
lam quen v6i Minh va gidp d& ban trong
nhitng budc diu tién. Tam thai, thly dé
Minh ngdi sau lung Viét Huong nhé. Viét
Huong 1a 16p phé hoc tap. Huong cho ban
mugn bai v§ chép lai nhé!

Vira néi, thiy Trung vira nhin t6i,



cing v6i nhitng 4nh mdt 0 mo cla cd

16p. Toi da nhd, bung “rda” cdi tén quai

4clailam minh mat cong nita r6i. Ching

budn nhin xem hin 13 ai, t6i khé gat khi

hin len ngang chd ngdi va chio nhd....
00o

Thé ma da hon hai tudn nay. Toi chi
c6 mot khai niém 16 md vé cdi tén hoc
trd mdi trong 16p. Chi bi€t hidn ciing
thudc loai “gdc” khi hidn trd 15i dugc tat
cd nhitng bai Todn, Ly, Hba, va ngay ca
Sinh Vat. C6 1& vi buc tifc ring minh da
bi “mat th6”, t6i 1am cao ching bao gids
thém chao hin. Cho nén cudi cling toi
ciing chi bi€t mdi giong néi clia hin ma
thoi. Ngay hom Ay dén phién 16p toi lanh
nhiém vu di quét 14 sian trudng. Hai, tén
phu tréch muyc diéu dong “quan binh”
clia 16p, vic cay chdi cha trén vai, tay
kia cdp ndch quyén sd 16p, vira di vira
toang toang:

— M4y ba nay lam gi ma sao “wai”
wé dzi? Nay gid ma con chua “wéc”
xong khiic nay nita. Man on le le cho
may thing em di dia dn com nita miy
ba... B6i qud rui d6 nhen!

— Thi hdng phu di, & d6 con la 16n
nita. N6i may 6ng kia phu nita kia, chit
chura gi may ngudi di d4 banh hét troi ha!

Thuc Bing ddp 1&, mit nhdy nhdy:

— Huong di, mi di véi tau di xudng
phid dudi kia hong?

— Ua. Hai hin lam tau diéc tai ruii do.

— Le tau con chudn nita mi. Ong i
dang chd dai ¢d ngoai kia kia...

— Hay 1a mi di vé di, tau 1anh dum
cho, con chut xiu th6i md...

— Pugc hong? Cam on mi lim nha.

Mit Bing sdng 1&én, hin 6m vai toi,
roi xdch cip chay bi€n mat. Con lai mot
minh t6i litng thitng xdch chdi xudng cudi
sin. Budi trta Lé Qui Pon ving ling,
nhitng ddy 16p ving hoe khong mot bong
hoc trd. Sy yén ling la lung lam t6i cdm
thd'y mudn ngg....

— Viet Huong cho toi phu mot tay nhé?

Giong néi clia hin trim trAim ngay
bén canh lam toi gidt minh ngdng 1én.
Nidng va bui lam t6i cay mdt. Trong
nhitng ddm sdng nho nhé bay bay xung
quanh, hin dudng nhu cao hon 12 tdi du
dodn... Ddng cao cao gdy giy, v6i doi
mit niu uét, doi 16ng may dai dim lam
tdng vé ugt 4t budn budn. Séng miii dai

hoi khoim nhu diu tich clia nhitng 1an
bi nhéo miii, lam tdi phi cudi. Ching hiéu
vi sao t0i cudi, nhung dudng nhu dodn
dugc biu khong khi cing thing da dugc
ddnh v3, hin nhoén miéng cudi duyén.

— T hom t6i vao 16p dé€n nay méi
dugc dip lam quen v6i Huong. Huong it
néi nhi?

— H&? Sao Minh nghi th&?

— Thi ¢4 hai tudn nay Huong c6 néi
cau nao dau?

Ling ling tdi quay di. D& ghét!
Nhung phéi cong nhan hin c6 nu cudi
dé thuong that, v6i cdi ring hoi khénh &
bén phai...

— Huong n&, cho t6i héi nhé, Huong c6
dinh dy’ky thi chuyén Toan thanh phd khong?

Hdi cdi gi la! Nam ndo ngudi ta
chéng thi? Dan chuyén todn ma hin néi
cdi con khi gi vay hdng bi€t nita? Nghi
th& nhung t6i Am i :

— Chua biét nita... Con tuy thay
chon ai d6 Minh. Ma chic nim nay Minh
dugc di roi.

— Huong khiém nhudng qud di. Toi
dang dinh héi Huong xem ban ¢6 thich
luyén thi chung hay khong.

— ... cho trd 13i sau nha!

Ngay hom d6 tdi vé, ban tam khdng
it v6i cudc gip gd, doi mit udt, va nhat la
giong ndi trim Am cda tén con trai la...
Chéng hiéu tai sao, c budi chiéu tdi ngdi
om quyén sach, ma mit ct ddi theo nhitng
sdi ddy téc tién bén ngoai cira s6 ma suy
nghi mong lung. C6 1& cdi tudi md mong
bt diu len vao cudc song?

00o

— Huong di dau vay?

— Ht... C4i gi? Ua, chao Minh! §
dau ra ma sao Huong khong biét?
Theo Huong ndy gid ma khong
ddm hoéi, vi Hudng c6 vé dam chiéu qua.
Lic nao ciing nhu vy hét a? Di dudng
ma Huong khong d€ ¥ ca den dd sao ban?

— H4?

Hin tim tim cudi vi cdi vé 16 ngo
clia toi. B mit toi c6 dinh lo ndi hay
sao ta? Budi chiéu hoc xong 16p huéng
nghiép trd vé, chi€c xe dap mini dd cla
tdi chita ddy nhitng cdnh hoa vai vira lam
xong. Ting cdnh hoa di mau rung rinh
trong gié trong that dep mit. Con dudng
vé nha gi6 10ng 1ong cudn bay nhitng
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ddm bui day dic. Chg Tan Pinh v6i mot
rirng ngudi day dic, con dudng Hai Ba
Trung ket cting v6i nhitng chi€c xe xich
16 ddy nhitng ngudi va hang héa. Ngudi
ta bat diu don hang trd vé, nhitng chié€c
cang xé day nhitng hang héa cudi ngay
cong odn trén vai clia nhitng ba cu gia...

— Hoa Huong 1lam d6 hg?

— H4? U, Minh thich khong thi
Huong cho ban mdt céi?

— NhAt dinh r6i. Cho Minh xin cdi
hoa hong vang d6 dugc khong?

— Pay ne. Giit n6 kj nhé! Cong lao
Huong 1am [au lim... “Cla gia bdo” clia
Huong d6! — Toi dua.

— Di nhién r6i. Huong khdi lo. —
Hin cudi.

Hin van ti€p tuc theo tdi vé. Phdi
kh6 khin 1dm hin méi ¢ thé theo véi
cdi toc dd “ca ré” cla tdi, trén chiéc
honda cub ctia hin. Con déc Cau Bong
chiéu hom Ay xe cd nhu mic ci Hin
len 18i mdi m&i theo kip, sau mot hdi liing
ting, hin khé hdi:

— HOm nao rdnh t6i ghé thim
Huong dugc khong?

— Chi vdy Minh? B6 me tbi khé
1im, v lai gdp nhau mdi ngay trén
trudng chua di sao?

— U thi... — H#n ling ting

— Minh muén dén choi thi ¢ tw nhién,
nhung thudng it khi Huong c6 nha ldm.

— C4m on Huong.

— Thoi vé nhé!

— Chao Huong.

Ngay hdom sau vao 16p, nhd Ngoc
Thoa da leo l1&én ban toi cit van.

— Chét may nhd... hdm qua cé
ngudi thiy may néi chuyén véi Qudc
Minh né con. Thich hin rdi day hi?

— Quy st! Tui bay sao cit hay phao
tin don nhdm! N6i bd me tao nghe chét
céd ddm bi gig!

— Thiétchirbd! Hin cirhdi vé may hoai.

— Con khi... Bi€n di may! Mdi 1an
may héi cdi gi toan I1a chuyén tdo lao
khong ha!

— D€ d6 tao xem nha! Tui bay ct Ii
Ii chi ai ma biét dugc. Hen nhau & dau
khong ha, cd mdi chiéu “nang” di hoc
vé 1a “chang” 16 do theo sau ci may tudn
roi con!

To61i gidt minh.

— H4? Thiét hdong d6? Sao tao



ching biét gi h&t? Ai n6i v6i may vay?

— “Htta” 1a thiét md! Thi n6 véi
Hai, hai tén ngdy nao ma ching theo
may vé? Hai néi cho tao bi€t d6 chi!

“Qi...!” Toi than thim. Piéu nay lai
chét v6i b cho ma xem. Lam sao ca
16p don rum beng 1a hét song.

Thay Trung vira vao 16p. Poi mit
thay ngdy hom nay c6 vé budn nhu trach
méc. Thay cho ci ddm vi€t chinh t3 bai
ki€m, ma giong doc doan vin ngin trich
t trong “Citadel” budn mdt cdch la
lang. Trong ldc viét, t6i c6 cdm gidc dnh
mit ai dang huéng vé minh, nging 1én
ciing vira vin dé thiy thdy Trung vira
quay di. Bong dung toi boi rdi.

00o

Nhitng ngay thing qua nhanh. Mua
t€t dd d&€n. C4 ddm chuin bi cho 1& Tat
nién cda trudng. Ting chi€c do dai di
mau lai duge dem ra bi€u dién. Vi mot
1y do 0di oam nao d6, Minh “dugc” thd
vai anh chang thu sinh, va t6i, c6 hang
che trong v§ kich mia “C6 Hang Che
Xanh” cla 16p. V6i cdi ddng ddp cao
gay phong nhi, va lan da tring tréo min
mang clia mot cong tir trong chiéc 4o
dai the, Minh thédt sy da chinh phuc dugc
long cia khdn gid ngay hom dé. Cdi
ddm cu6i cudi man kich bong dung lam
t6i ling ting, khi xu&t hién trén san khau
v6i chi€c 40 gim hoang hau va chi€c
khiin vanh gidy, gitta ti€ng cudi gheo
clia ddm ban xung quanh, va ddi mit
khé hiéu clia hin lic d6... Giong hét
clia Minh khd hay. Toi rdt ngac nhién
ké tir Iic tip mida chung véi hian. Céi
giong bic ky 4m 4dp rdt dién cdm cla
hin dugc khan gid c6 vii ndng nhiét....

00o

Mua Tét qua nhanh... C4 dim du dinh
dén nha thay Trung chiic t€t ngay mung
Hai. Budi sing hdm d6 hen nhau & nha
Qudc Minh, t6i 16 do dap xe d&€n chd hen
trong chi€c 40 dai mau tim ma chi Phuong
Anh vira méi may cho. Mau 4o tim thim
lam diu di mau ning. Xe vira vao dén
diu ngd nha Minh, toi di nghe cd dam
con trai trong 16p ho reo. Ching hiéu
chuyén gi xdy ra, tdi ngd ngac. Trong ti€ng
cudi nhu chg v va ti€ng huyt gié clia bon
con trai, Minh bi ddy ra phia toi... Hai diing
canh cudi ho ho....

— Huong ne, cd ddm thdch nhau

ndm nay cd nuong nao trong I6p ddm méc
4o dai d&€n day sé dugc Minh “chic t&t”.
Ma ngudi may min d6 lai 1a Huong.

— H4? Thdch cdi gi la vy may
ngudi? Ma phdi chic t&t c4i gi kia?

— Thi may lam di Minh! D& lau hét
“néng s6t” mat...

Minh ling ting, trong khi Kién va
Phong di vong ra ding sau nhic bdng
t0i xudng xe. Dot nhién toi thA'y minh
d6i dién v6i Minh... Anh mit ¢4 hai gip

nhau. Minh ti€n dé&n gin, doi mit cudi
c6 dudi khé néi

— Huong mic 40 dai dé thuong ghé.
Chic ban mdt ndm méi nhu' y...

Vita néi, hén khé nghiéng ngudi “mi”
1én ma4 toi mot cai. Toi cAm thdy midt miii
minh ndng ran trong ti€ng cudi ram ram clia
bon con trai. Giong Hai van oang oang....

— Thé 12 v3 nd rdi ba con ui. N6
ddm lam thiét kia! Thua chau phd rdi d6
nha tui bay....
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Téi ling ting. Phan gidn hin sao
ddm s6 sang. Nudc mit ty ddu da ra. C4
ddm con trai bdng im phiing phic, hin
ciing dim cudng va bit diu Ap ting xin
16i. Toi quay lung bd vé...bd ca viéc dén
nha thdy Trung chic t&t. C4 budi chiéu
hdm d6 t6i “cAm cung” trong phong, mic
ké khdch dé&n nha, mic ké 15i du dd di
choi ctia anh chi, mic ké cé nhitng dita
ban cing 16p ghé nha mudén xin
10i....CAm ludn c4 nhitng dia ban gdi
dinh dén can thi¢p gitm. Om Tiéu nhi,
chd ché nhd, t6i mang quyén bdo Tudi
Ngoc cii ctia chi Mai Lan ra chi€c xich
du bén ngoai balcony hong ning. Titng
day téc tién ctia chi Phuong Anh leo kin
c4 mot khodng tudng xanh dé dep mit.
Mau hoa ciic vang nd r) ma bo da ton
cong tia cit tir b’y 1au nay, cling vdi canh
hoa mai nd vang anh Thai mang ti¥ trén
ritng vé. Mau vang chéi ctia nhitng nu
hoa lam sdng ruc cd mot géc trdi...

— Viét Huong!

Ti€ng goi khé lam toi giadt minh.
Thay Trung dang ding tya khung cira
nhin t6i dim ddm. Do6i chin may rdm
cau lai kh6 chiu. Bdng dung toi boi rdi.
Ching hiéu sao tbi thudng hay liing ting
trudc mit thdy. Thay Trung con tré, chi
hon t6i chitng tdm tudi. Tinh thiy thim
trdm it n6i, nhung khé tinh nhu mot nha
tu. Chi Phuong Anh thudng cudi thay vi
céi tinh gdn va hay dem tri€t 1y cao siéu
vao trong nhitng cdu chuyén. Qua 15i ké
ctia chi Phuong Anh, thiy Trung dudng
nhu dang tap thi€én mbi ngay, vdi cdi ¥
dinh thanh k& tu hanh...

Thay Trung ling 1& ngdi xudng chi€c
gh& may ddi dién vdi toi. Poi mit sing
quic nhin nhu mudn doc hét tit cd nhitng
y nghi trong ddu lam cho tdi khé chiu
v6i cdm gidc clia mdt ké pham tdi. Bdng
dung tdi cti dau. Giong n6i nghiém khic
clia thdy nhu mot 15i tra héi.

— Tai sao séng nay Huong khong dén?

— Xin 15 thy.

— To6i nghe cic ban tudng thudt lai
ciu chuyén da xdy ra. Minh da biét 15i,
da dugc t6i khuyén nhil rd rang sang nay,
va hita s& khong 1am nhu th€ nita. Cic
trdo khac trong 16p cling thé. Ho da biét
16i v6i tro dua tai quéi, va dang mudn
gip Huong dé xin 16i. Toi thay mit cic
ban clia Huong xin 18i dim cho Minh dé.

Huong nghi sao?

— Thua thay...

— Hay c6 1€ vi Huong ngai khong
mudn gip toi?

— Thua thiy khong dau a!

Huong khong c6 vé tu nhién mdi
khi néi chuyén véi t6i... Phuong Anh cé
néi chi &y ri Huong ghé nha toi chdi may
1an nhung Huong tir chdi... Huong s¢ a?

— Thdi ciing dudc... Cu i tir chirng
nao Huong mudn dén thi ¢t tu nhién nhé!

Toi “da” nhd, nhung van ling ting.
D6i mit “4y” vAn chi€u sing qua doi
kinh cin, vin nhu mudn doc nhitng suy
nghi ctia tdi. Toi dAm s¢ phai nhin thing
vao doi mit dé...

00o

Tl ngay hom 4y, tdi trdnh cd Minh
14n thay Trung. Cdi cdm gidc la lung ké
tir sau khi cdu chuyén nhd xdy ra, ban
be thudng hay bit gip tdi tya clta suy
nghi méng lung, trd nén it néi hin di, va
thudng 1dng tranh nhitng budi hop mit
c6 hin hoic thdy Trung. Dan da, con gidn
clia toi cling ngudi, di ring cdi cdm gidc
kia vin theo dudi t6i. Ngoc Thoa ti€p
tuc “thAm vin” xem t6i dang mo dén ai,
va van thudng Gp mé cho tdi hay vé “cdi
dudi” theo t6i mdi ngay....Nhitng ciu
chuyén nhu thé€ thudng bi toi gat phit
d€ che dau sy ling ting khong ty nhién
ctia minh. C4 cdi th€ gi6i nhd clia toi
bdng dung nhu thit lac & dau. Gia dinh
ciing bit dau thic mic vé mot sy ddi
thay 16n, nhung dudc gidi thich bing
“tudi day thi”, th€ thoi....

Théng nim da dén. Mua thi dai hoc
cling qua nhanh. TruGc ngudng ctra dai
hoc, cd ddm A2 chia tay nhau. Minh trd
vé mién Bic vdi cdi y dinh theo nganh
tinh bao. Pi€u nay 1am tit cd ngac nhién
vd cling, vi stic hin dd d€ vao dugc trudng
Y hay Bédch Khoa. Minh chi mim cugi
true ¥ ki€n ctia mdi ngudsi.... Thay Trung
ciing xin thuyén chuyén v& mot ngdi lang
phia nam clia Ca Mau. Ngoi lang nhé mbi
muia nude lut phdi chéo xudng tir nha nay
d€n nha kia, va luong bdng dugc tinh bing
nhitng ky gao... Riéng t6i cung gia dinh
chuin bi xut ngoai....

Chiéu ngay cudi ciing, Minh dén tim
toi. C4 hai cling dap xe song song trén
con dudng Coéng Ly d6 dai.... Cong
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trudng Lé Qui Bon quen thudc hién ra
trudc mat. Chzzmg hen nhau, cd hai cling
& vao trudc cong trudng, d€ rdi ciing
nhin vao khodng sin trudng ving ling.
Minh ciii d4u, trdm ngam rdi néi nhé :

— Mai Huong di rdi, toi cling ra Bic tr§
lai. Biét bao gi méi gap nhau Huong nhi?

— Thi ct tin ring mot ngdy nao dé
minh gip nhau, th€ thoi. Chirng d6 bi€t
dau Minh lai ching quén mat Huong 1a
ai 101 ddy chi... — Toi cudi dua.

— Huong choc toi ddy chtt, tdi biét
con gdi d& quén. Chirng vai thang thoi
Huong sé& ching con mang gi d€n A2 clia
minh nita ddu. — Hin budn budn.

— Budn that Huong nhi? Cudc sdng
c6 nhiéu niém vui, ma ciing thit nhiéu
sy phién todi, v nhit l1a c6 nhitng diéu
minh ching bao gid du liéu dudc...
Huong nay, t6i thanh that mudn néi véi
Huong...

— Thoi Minh a, Huong hi€u. Nhung
khong cin thi€t phdi néi ra, phdi khong
Minh? VAn 12 ban clia nhau 13 tot rdi,
ding khong?

Ngim nghi vai phit, hin gat. Hin
moc trong tii 40 s¢i diy gai bén bing
tay thd thi€n, ma mdi nhin thodng qua
toi da bi€t. C4i mat con khi nhd ma hin
va H4i di ky cach khic, trong mot 1in
c4 nhém di L4i Thiéu h4i trom trdi diéu,
tir d6 vé sau nhu biu tugng clia mot tinh
ban... Mot t gid'y mdng cudn quanh con
khi v6i bdn ciu thd hiin vira vi€t xong...
Ban va ta gdp nhau bén géc phuong
Mai di réi phitong con thdm ddang hirong
Géc truong kia ndng cé con vén viong
Hay buon hdt béng mo mau do tim?

00o

Budi sang hom 4y tai phi trudng Tan
Son Nhat, giita nhitng ciu chiic lanh va
nhitng giot nu6c mit chia tay, toi bat chot
nhin thdy mot béng ddng quen thudc &
ding xa, v6i di€u thudc 14 1ap lo¢ trén
dau nhitng d6t ngén tay, vira di d€ toi
bi€t thdy Trung ciing c6 mit § d6.... Va
qua khung cita s& nhé trudc lic may bay
cAt cdnh, t6i con kip nhin thd'y mdt cdnh
hoa hdng vang vdy chao tir trén sin
thugng cla phi trudng....

Viét xong tai Honolulu



Khi mot co6 bé dit diin, hay ndi siing, hoic
thich khiéu khich ngugi khdc vao nhirng chuyén
“bao dOng” thi ngudi ta thugn v1 Von hay Aghep
¢ bé d6 véi biét danh 1a %D
Riéng ban than toi thi chua gap Su’ Tu’ Ha Bong
that, cho nén khong biét dugc mic do “dir tgn”
clia n6 dén ¢ nao. Nhung cir theo cau “kh&u
truyén” tif ngin Xua cla Ong ba ta nhin nhd
cho con chdu, thi hin loai su tif nay l1a c6 that
16i. Oi! nhu Vay thi ai ma dung vao cd bé do6 coi nhu
toi mang rdi con gi, khong chét vi _stit vanh tai thi
cung bep 16 miii. Trdi a! sinh chi ndi khd cho cdnh
dan 6ng con trai!

Dit mot trudng hgp nhd, ma nhd thdi nha, n€u ban rdi vao
mot khu rirng hoang vu, bat chgt ban gdp mot con su tif dang
gam gif nhin ban, thi ban phai lam sao? N&u ban c6 vii khi
trong tay ban s€ khdang cu theo phdn xa tu nhién, nhung chi 1a
céch tng phé tam thdi, con khong chic chi con nude leo cay
ma thdi. V6i mot loai su tif thudng thi né c6 thé bd qua cho
ban vi n6 khong thich chiém ngudng khuén mdt toan mau “xanh
td4i mét” ma hang ngay né vin nhin tif xung quanh né hoic né
ciing khdng c6 can ddm ngdi chd ban chét kho va ty roi xudng,
nhu vay né thira biét 13 né ciing ching thich thi gi khi “beo
tai” hay “bé miii” dd kho ciing ctia ban. Con riéng loai su t&
Ha Pong thi né sé ngdi canh me ban mii ddy. N6 khong tha
dau, cho dii né phai gim cdy cé xung quanh d€ nudi né trong
khi n6 chd mi€ng mdi ngon tir ban. Eo 6i, n€u quéa nhu vay thi
s6 ban s& phai “leo cdy” sudt ddi vi nang rdi con gi! Nhu vay
ban s€ khong khdi ngac nhién khi cdu “em cif hen nhung em
dirng d&€n nhé, @€ anh mirng anh leo cdy sudt dém” trd thanh
ciu “ngan ngit muoén ddi” cda 1ong ban. Chic 1a ban ciing
ddng y véi tdi chi?

Trong lic chd dgi cau trd 161, t6i danh phai tim “chit chdo”
cho ngay T&t vay. Nhd vao sy vui xuan clia moi ngudi, tdi ben
quyé€t dinh hiin v6n cling dng chi t6i m& gian hang thdy c6 vit
tai Hoi hoa xuan. Ngoai niém vui clia trd choi ra, toi bi€t thién
ha dao nay thich ti€t canh vit ghé 1im. Ngay ta ngdy t€t ma!
Chiéc ho thich cling nhau nhAm nhi c4i mén “dic sdn din gian”
cho khdi quén di c4i mén n c6 truyén dang bi cic mén in
TAy 4u de doa “diét chiing”. Nhin bay vit béo ngay clia minh,
toi nghi t6i s& “tring manh” 16n. Khdi lam sao dudc chit, v6i
c4i vong 1am bing ciy tre mong manh, cdc chd vit clia toi sé&
ching dai gi dwa cdi diu thing ra cho né chui tot vao d& dang
dau. Toi nghi “nuéc dd dau vit” thi chic “vong tre ciing trugt
dau vit” mot cdi “et” chit sao. Nghi vay, bung td6i mirng ron!

Bén canh gian hang clia tdi 1a gian hang kéu Lo6-t6. B
khi! on 20 khdi néi. Mé6i sang sém con dang md mang la tdi
nghe giong tru tréo clia cdi cd 1am nghé “dai ca si” dang dot
giong rdi. Khdng néi vay sao dudc, co ta choi lién khiic lién
tuc, tir tdn nhac qua ¢6 nhac, ho 16i ve, hitng chi c6 chdi ludn
quan ho nita. Mdi lo cho biy vit dn xong, tdi dd thiy co ta
ding chdng nanh nhin t6i rdi phan:
ia! Lam on bit mdy cdi mé vit cia ong lai di.
P& né cit “cac cac” hoai sao ma toi tap nghé dugc chi.

photo by Hoai Nam
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Thay thdi do “sung sic” cong thém
cdi khudn mit “sdu dong” va than hinh
khong chiu “diet” clia nang, téi danh 1di
thdi thi thAm v6i may chi vit cho chiing
dd budn dirng d€ chiing la 16n lam hai
dé&n chi't giong cd hang x6m clia tdi.

Mot hom, t6i thdy nang ding trude
gian hang t6i ngdm, r6i nhe nhang ludt
qua luét lai va lic dau:

— Mot quiy hang khdng diing “chit
lugng” dé€ dem vao Hoi hoa xuin ti nao.
Thi€u hap din vé nghé thuat trang trf
thi Iam sao thu hit dugc ngudi choi xuln!

Trdi a! Gian hang t6i dau tring 16n
c8 xe hdi, Tivi, mdy quay film nhu gian
hiang nang ddu ma can phdi 1am bich
chuong cho that “khéu ggi” chit. Toi vin
bi€t mé ti€t canh vit 12 xud't phdt bao tir
clia thién ha chit ddu phai xua't phdt biing
con mit “tran tuc” nhu khach hang clia
nang dau! Ping 1 cdi d6... 6 ndi sao
cling dudgc.

Qua ba ngay vui xuin, quiay hang
thdy ¢d vit ca tdi vO mdnh ghé luon,
khong nhirng khdch hang 1a nhitng chang
trai tré, cdc cdnh dan 6ng thich ddm
chém dong vit, ma con c6 cic co gii
tré thich thudng thitc “mdén dn qué
huong” cho thém hong ddi m4. Vi thiy
dudgc sy “phdt16c” dau nim cla toi, nén
nang c6 vé ganh ty, 1au lau lai “li€c mit
dua thd” vé phia t6i. Mdi 1an bit gip
4nh mit “sit nhan” 4y, tim t6i lai rung
1én titng con c y nhu sao chdi Halley
quet vao trdi dat nim 1999 vay. Khong
nhitng nang thu t6i vi mot gian hang
khong “hdp dan” ma lai hip din dugc
thién ha hon gian hang clia nang, ma toi
bi€t nang con thil tdi vi nhd c6 ti€t canh
vit clia tdi ma may co tré bing tudi nang
c6 ddi ma hong ty nhién hon nang, khéi
cAn phdi di GoldSmith mua m§ phim
trang diém nhu nang vin thudng di. Mdi
thi nay dé 1au chic thanh “m&i thit dan
tdc” qua! Nghi vy toi thdy tim tdi cang
dap “loan xa” nhiéu hon. Mot budi chiéu,
khi t6i1 dang cho dan vit &n, chdt nghe c6
ti€ng chan budc sau lung, tdi bat chgt
quay lai theo “phdn tng tu v€”, va nhdn
ra nang dang ding sau lung toi rdi, toi
c6 nd mot nu cudi that tudi trén khudn
mit dang chuyén mau xanh tdi mét dé
rudc nang vao chdi, thi nang lic diu:

— T6i hdi dng cdi nay nha? Khong

lam phién 6ng lau dau.

— Pudgc... ma...

Toi ddp lai ma c6 hong t6i nhu bi
hing trim cdy kim ddm vay. C§ hong
kho citng ching thot ra dudc 151 nao hay
hon ca.

— Ong choi biia phéi khong?

T6i t & trong hong:

— Bua... 1a... gi... hd... ¢d?

— La maYy cdi trd “than linh quy
quédi” d€ mé hoic ngudi khic d6. Nhu
thd ma x6 hay ma ga chidng han, rd chua?

— Toi... toi... ddu c6 bi€t gi may cdi
trd d6 dau, téi s¢ ma thdy md lam sao
dam chai v6i nd chit, oan cho t6i ma!

Nang nhin t6i quic mit 1én, mit tifc
gidn con hon Ba La Sdat bi Ton Ngd
Khong lira 18y quat Ba tiéu vay.

— Khong “choi” bua sao ng du hét
khdch hang cta t6i?

— Toi dau bi€t dau. Bay vit cda toi
dau biing “cdi loa” clia c¢6 dau!

— Ong vira n6i g1? — Nang sirng s&
doi vin ¢8 t6i nhu vin cd vit.

—Da... da... xin 16i c6! Toi n6i that
tinh ma.

Nang humm mdt ti€ng 16i quay vé.
T6i hi hon hid via rGa thim tai sao ma

nang sinh nang vao ding dém ba muci
d€ 1am “thdi” ddi toi, vi ci nhin mit nang
13 tdi han con gai t6i gia rdi, con gdi c6
ma dem vang bac t6i xin dudc tdi yéu
t6i cling c6c cAn cho khd. Toi s& lic dau
lia lia cho ddm con géi titc choi.

Thé 1a ba ngay “lam &n” cla toi
cling &m dém troi qua nhu con mua phiin
dai ddng trong thing bio lut. Nang vin
Am tham tra thi toi bing nhitng c4i nhin
“sétddnh”, bi€t vy tdi ctf im re cho xong
chuyén. Con bé Ha, con 6ng chi toi
thudng mua d6 in trua cho toi dn dé 14y
stic chim séc by vit bdng hom nay “ndi
hitng” choc tdi t6i tap. N6 thdy mit toi
budn hiu, cho nén né bit toi phdi cudi
dé né ciing thién ha vui dén xuan. Toi
cling gugng dai mdt nu cudi cho xong.
N6 ma khong 1a em toi thi toi ching them
cudi v4i con gdi lam gi.

Nhung ban a! Nhitng hanh dong cia
t6i khong thodt ndi mang luéi “Rada”
clia nang. Thay tdi dang mang “nu xuan”
t6i cho cd em toi, nang hiing hd budc
t6i, tré ngén tay xinh xdn vao mit toi,
roi budng mot cau “dii duc”:

— “Du” thién ha 6ng chua thi'y thda
mén hay sao ma con “du” ludn cd con
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bé nay?

Toi tdi mit khdng ché:

— N6 1a em t6i ma!

— Em ciia 6ng sao khong giong dng
ti nao?

— M4 61 ddu dé né ra ma c6 doi
né gidng toi!

— Xi! Viy khdng phdi 6ng dang
“du” con ngudi ta 1a gi!

Trdia! nang... Xi... mot ti€ng ma tdi
nghe nhu mot ludng hdi phun ra tif mot
qué kinh khi cau vira bi “todc” mot 18
khi dung vao mot vat th€ diu nhon trong
khong gian. Nang cif lam nhu nang Ia
nit chda clia Mau Qudc vay. Chic ki€p
trudc nang lam tdt nhiém vu clia mot Su
tt Ha Pong sau d6 thugng d€ thay ro
dudc cdng trang cua nang, nén da cho
nang dau thai thinh mot “ni chi€n si”
trong mdt bd lac § mién song Amazon,
khi b lac da bi diét chiing, nang danh
quay vé day dé€ goi Loto va hanh ha toi
theo théi quen ty nhi€n.

Pén ngay tht nim cda Hi Hoa
Xuan, 12 ngay cudi cling cho nén toi
mirng ghé khi bi€t t6i s& khong con bi
“h1” nita. Mic du bi€t minh ciing ki€m
dudc chit chit, nhung bu vao dé 1a than
kinh ludn bién chuyén, hé théng ho hap
clia toi thay ddi tha't thudng, nhip tim
khong diéu hoa, vi vay toi sut di vai ki-
lograms. Budi khuya hom d6 khi thién
ha di ving, tdi di ra sau quay hang tim
chiit ludng khong khi tudi mat cho ngudi
tinh tdo sau hang gi¢ ditng bdn vong thay
¢d vit cho khich, chgt nang xuat hién.
Thoéng thi'y nang, mit toi theo phan ting
bdo ton tu tdi di cho phi hgp v6i mau
cia béng dém, cit nhu da sdu chuyén
xanh theo mau 14 d€ tranh li chim vay.
Ho6m nay nang an mic dep la lung, nhin
nang tuoi cudi véi toi, tdi chdt voi ti€c
12 minh d4 chuyén mau khong dugc sing
stia dé cudi lai, bi€t vay toi danh ding
im dgi “sét danh”.

— Anh da 4n gi chua?

Trdi a! Nang goi tdi bing anh sao
t6i ching thich ti ndo, ma con sd sg.

— Hiing Nga c6 chuyén nay mudn
néi véi anh d6.

Trdi a! Tén nang ma 12 Hing Nga
a? Tén su t& ha dong thi cd!

— Sao anh khong trd 13i em vay?

Troi a! Nang xung em vdi toi, toi

thdy tim t6i cang dap manh hon kia.

Toi nhin nang do xét rdi gt dau:

— Da... da... t6i dang nghe.

— ThaYy bita gid anh hién kho a! Lai
dé thuong nita, vi vdy em cling manh dan
gidi bay ciing anh.

Troi a! Nang manh dan vdi t6i ddy a!

— Chidc trdi xui dit khi€n th€ nao
ma em d3 phdi 1ong anh rdi dé -- Vira
néi nang vira chgp chop d6i mit va cam
tay toi.

Trdia! Sao ngudi téi hoan toan ciing
dd th& nay! Pudc yéu ma sao toi hii hiing
qué troi. Trdi ngé xudng coi di, con dang
chét khi€p vi yéu né trdsi!

Thay t6i ditng bat dong, nang tudng
t6i chét that. Nang quic mit nhin mit toi
roi “set” mot cau:

— Ong phai yéu toi, n€u khong toi
xé xdc 6ng ra titng manh.

Ban a! Né&u ban & vao vi tri nhu tdi
thi ban phdi lam sao? Chét vi yéu hay ctt
mic nhién cai 151 nang dé dugc chét vi
bi phanh thay? Ban trd 15i giim t6i di.

Troi al... Sao ban cudi tdi hoai vay?

Xudn 98
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Lam con géi bé hay cam x(c
Mo’ mibing rhigu, ngo’ ngén vu vo
Hay luo1 hoc vi tap lam tho

D& méc ¢cd khi 4 tréu choc

Lam con géi bé hay thuong khbc
Khi me la vi £6i ham choi
Liic thiy ché Iam bigng qua troi

Khi b8 méng vi hay 13m riing..

Lam con géi bé hay budng birh
Hay cding déu ching chiu phuc ai
Khong chiu tha khi ai van nai

Hay dua pha 1am ai phéi ngan

Lam con géi bé |am ai chan

Bé hay hon di chéng nguyén nhén
Khi bé dBi voi virh b4t than

Al thuong bé mong dimg trach rhé.
Lam con géi bé hay rhit rhat

Sq néi rhiéu trong gita dém ddng
Lai phat runkhi gp ai nhin

So mua bubn, sg rhieu nhiéu 13m.)

Lam con géi bé hay thic mic
Hay héi chuyén dii chéng lién quan
Mong ai db dimg la gign rhiéu

Vibé & hon, thi.. bé khéc.

Van Khanh (UNM)
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Ky niém

mot mua

Co Tim (UCI)

Vai tia ning y€u 6t cudi ngay
vira dugc gieo xudng trén khudng
vién trudng dai hoc Irvine. Gid
mua dong khong hen nhung
ciing k€o v€, xody tron tung
chi€c 14 vang vuong vai trudc
san thu vién. Trong lic nhitng
ngudi dan Cali dang hdi hop theo
doi su khdi bi€n cla trdn bido El
Nino thi nhitng hoc sinh, sinh vién dai
hoc lai con lo 1dng hon, bd mic moi thit,
dang viii ddu vio sdch v3 dé chuin
bi cho “trdn chi€n tAm thin” cing
thing nhat — ky thi cudi khoa.
Ca trudng nhu nhon nhip hin 1én. Nghi
ciing ngd, chin tuan I1& dau thi thu vién
ving vé, du ban, du gh€, du ca chd dau
xe. Viy ma dén tuan thd mudi, ci sdu
lau trén thu vién déu nghet kin ngudi.
Hoc sinh § diu ma ngdi, nim la liét, ban
thdo om som, kéu la i Gi... Ban nao cling
¢6 ngudi ngdi hoc. C6 vai dita con kéo
ghé& ném lai gdc chan, gianh mat di mot
phan chd ngdi clia ngudi khic... D€ rdi
khi ngdi hoc hdi ém 4m mot chiit 12 tui
n6 laingdp 1én, ngap xudng, dep ca dong
sdch qua mot bén ma guc dau xudng ngd
mot cach ngon lanh.

Trén tang thi siau, phong 679, cé
mot con bé ngdi yén ling truSc dong
sach ngdn ngang trén ban. Mit n6 khong
nhin sdch, lai nhin bing qud ra ca nhu
trong ngéng mot ngudi ndo. Tuin sau 1a
né c6 dén bdn bai thi. Viy ma né nhu
khong c6 vé lo ling gi. Tréi lai, n6 gid
lai ngdi d6 mo mo mang mang, suy nghi
vu vd, va 16i mim cudi mot minh.

“Cach cach cach!” C6 ti€ng gb cita.

NG gidt minh. Nay gi® tuy mdt nhin
ra clta, nhung thit ra n6 cha thay ai. Nhé
banné da ding trude clra phong, toe toét
cudi goi nd. Nhé d6 lic nao ciing vy,
hé gip mit né 1a lai thd'y né toét cdi
miéng ra cudi. N6 ué odi ra md ctta, ra
b6 ciin nhin, “Dé con chudt! Lam ta hé&t
hon, tudng tui security d&€n bit ta dep
bé may cdi bich badnh vo cip, khong cho
dn trong library chi!”

Nhé ban né vin cudi tuoi, ldch ngudi
di vao, ngodnh dau hdi lai, “Phai khong
d6 nhd? Ta thdy cdi mit nha ngudi hdi
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niy hét hon ctt y nhu 13 bi bit gip qua
tang... 1én it lam chuyén phi phdp...”

“Thi di nhién rdi, ta khé khin 1dm
méi reserve dudc cdi phong tudt trong
géc ket ndy ma nhd ciing ki€m ra. Chd
ngudi ta dang yén tinh... in uéng ma lai
dé&n gb clra om som ph4 roi. Thiét 12 mat
trat ty!” N6 cdt ngang.

Nhd ban d€ cip 1én chi€c ghé& k&
bén, li€c mit mot vong trén ban, doan
nghiém madt tra hdi, “Tai sao ¢6 mit
chim ru¢t ma khong kéu ta I€n? Cdi con
nhd nay thiét 12 ham dn qué!” Vira n6i,
nhd ban vira rit mot cdy miit chim rudt



tir trong hop ki€ng gidu dudi bia sich
organic chemistry.

N6 chic ludi, giong tinh bo, “Thi
khong phdi chira cho nhé t6i hai cdy que
khong d6 1a gi?”

Hai dita lai ngdi xudng, liu lo k&
chuyén cho nhau nghe, quén ma't 1a muc
dich chinh I&n thu vién d€... hoc bai. Bdi
vay hai dita tuy than, nhung it khi hoc
chung v6i nhau. Chi khi nao dang hoc
ma budn ngl qud thi tui nd lai di lang
thang trén m4y ting thu vién d€ tim nhau
tdn déc. Nhd ban hoc nganh chemistry.
Con né 1a dan biology. Nghe dén hai
nganh nldy 12 ngudi ta c nghi ring tui
n6 sé chudn bi vao trudng y hay cho mot
nghé nghiéng vé khoa hoc. Nhung tui
né thi khdc, lai chia ghét nhitng 16p khoa
hoc. Mdi 1an gip nhau 1a mdi 1an hai
dita méo mit than thd, trach méc s6 phan
bay dit vo dai hoc lam chi roi bay gid
hoc cdi nganh gi ma chdn qué, nhung vi
chiu y ba m4 nén tui né ct nhim mit
hoc dai théi. Cho nén, nhitng khi hoc
chung 16p, hai dita c ngdi vi€t notes
“nho to tim sy” trao cho nhau. Nhitng t§
gidy tring van dudc tui n6 chép tho, dit
thd, hay k€ chuyén chuyén qua ban cho
nhau doc. C6 lan, trong gi® organic chem-
istry, khi li€c thd'y nhé ban n6 ngdi thir mit
ra, mit thi ¢t lim dim, cach hai ba phiit lai
ngdp mot cdi, nén no tung ting liéng qua
ban nhé ban né bon cau tho:

“Gui cho nhé khiic tho chua di chit
Ta viét nhiéu... nhung biét giti dén ai?
Git ho ta... dj vai ba... van ngay

Cho hanh trang nho thém mau phuong vi.”

Trong lic 6ng thiy dang thao thao
bat tuyét trén buc gidng vé dic tinh giita
hai héa chit clia glucose va fructose thi
nhé ban clia né lai hi hody “d4p” lai bon
ciu thd cua no,

“Ua, ta sé giit nhitng van tho... chua dit chit!
Vao kho tan ky tic cia riéng ta

Pé mai kia cuén goi budc qua pha

Ta sé nho trong hanh trang... c6 nhd...”

Nhu thé, nhitng khiic tho d6 dudc tui
né gitt ky trong cip. P& mdilan gip nhau
trong thu vién hay trong 16p k&, nhd ban
n6 lai 16i ra ti€p tuc,

“V& bai kia khong chiu hoc, bé do

Pi lam tho lam thdn chuyén cho nhau
Pé mai nay con chdu ciia doi sau

Con hudng chiit gia tai... khéng ai nhdn”

boi khi lam bai mai khong ra, nd
lai quay qua liéng cho nhd ban miy cau
tra 15i
“Hoc vdi hanh... nhdc chi ta thém gidn
DPoc trang nao.. trang ndy... chit tum lum
Mt ta nhoa nhin vé sdch... thdy tom hium
Géi du dii, bo kho, me, céc, ...

Hoc I6n nganh science... ta mudn doi
Hoc kiéu gi... ma thi cit cit mua heo
Ciing ong dia, vdi 6ng so, ‘cho con ddu!!!
Con... rét nita chdc con sé... ngiim civdeo...””

Nhitng lic d6, thd con cdc, tho con
chudt gi cling bi tyi né 161 ra thém hanh
tuong Gt tdi, dat vao “lam thg”. B&i vay
m4 ctia né nhiéu khi bit gip né dang
“thd thdn” thi ba ta lai cudi phi, lic ddu
néiring, “Lam thd con c6¢ ma cling bay
ddtlam! Lo hoc di c6 nuong!!!”

Khé ndi, 1am con géi c¢6 khic. Tui
n6 cling c¢6 hoc ddy cht, chi 1a khi 1§
nhin thodng qua (... hay nhin gan thi ciing
vay!) cha ai tin 12 tui né 1a sinh vién dai
hoc cd! Bi hoc ma trong cip cda hai dida
chita nhiéu do an con hon la sich vé.
Tuiné ma tim dudc mot chd kin ddo trén
thu vién d€ ngdi xudng... “hoc” 1a 6i
thoi!!l... bao nhi€u banh, mit, keo, trai
cAy déu dugc bay hang la liét trén ban.
An xong chuim rudt thi né lai 16i trong
cdp ra mot trdi tdo to, xanh da dugc tach
sdn thanh tdm mi&€ng, v6i mdt boc mudi
6t nhd. Nhé ban chim mi&ng tdo vao
boc mudi 6t, ngim nghia mdt hdi, roi
chép miéng néi, “Thiy mudi 6t 1am ta
nhé t6i 8i!”

Nhic t6i 6i, mit ctia n6 bdng nhu
dam chiéu hon. Khéng phéi ldc truge khi
nhd ban né d&€n ph4 rdi thi né dang nhé
t6i may trdi 8i sao?

ok

Ciing 6 phong nay, hai mia thi trude,
hai dita n6 ct ngdi dgi... 5i. Nghe ti€ng
ctta phong md 12 mit hai dda sdng 1én.
Nhd ban né thi lic no ciing nhanh nhiu,

Huy gid bd nghiém mat, vdc cdi cip
cii k§, rach hai ba 16, di vao phong. Poan
1én giong, “D&n coi hai ngudi hoc or-
ganic chem t6i dau rdi! Kéu Huy dén
chi bai ma sao hdi ndy mé cira budc vo
nghe hai ngudi n6i chuyén om som. C6
hoc khong d6?”

Hai dita vin cudi khic khich, tranh
nhau néi. Nho ban n6 méc, “Khong cé
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8i ctia Huy, n6 1am bai khong c6 ra!”

N6 chu m4 ti€p lién, “Ua, hen ngudi
ta 2 gid ma Huy tré mat 10 phit rdi! Mat
di 10 phit chi bai cho tui nay 12 bi phat
dé nghen!”

Huy cudi mim, dé 1 hai c4i ddng tién
sau hodm trén m4. Cling vi hai cdi dong
tién d6 ma n6é mdy phen... thdy chuéng
mit. Thud ddi con gdi ngudi ta c6 dong
tién dé€ 1am duyén. Con cdi thiing nay
khong biét Itic nhé bi té triing v hang rao
kém gai nha ai ma d€ bay git ct mdi 1an
cudi 1a lai “bi” hai 16 Iing hién 1én. N6
cang nhin cang thay... ngd ngd.

Huy ngdi xuéng ddi dién hai nhé
ban, ra vé do héi, “Pi tré cho hai ngudi
thém 10 phiit d€ ring gidi bai thoi. Pau,
bai nao khong hi€u dua Huy coi?”

Vira néi, Huy vira 161 trong cdp ra
mot bich 8i khodng 4 trdi nhd, nhung
rit xanh nhu vira dugc hdi xudng. Huy
van thudng khoe ring & sau vudn nha
hing x6m sit nha Huy c6 trong cdy 6i
rd't to. Mdi nim trdi ra xum xué, vuon
vai canh nidng trfiu qua tudng nha Huy.
Cho nén mdi sdng anh chang lai hién
ngang huyt sdo di ra sau vudn, dé roi...
nhén g6t lai gin canh 8i, bé trom vai ba
trai. Th& 12 hai dita con gdi c¢6 co hoi
suyt xoa cdi miéng, giat di bich 8i, nhung
khong quén “cho” lai cho anh chang
dugc mdt trdi. Ba da chia nhau vira an,
vira 6n bai. Pé&n trdi cudi ciing nhd ban
va Huy nhin nhau tdm tim cudi. Vi du
bi€t né rat mé 8i, (in 8i ma xém khong
thém bd ciii) nhé ban va Huy déu diy
vé phia né. Huy him, “N¢, trdi chét d6.
An cho stdn ring luon!”

N6 cam trai 6i ma con luyén tiéc,
“Uéng qud, khong c6 mudi 6t &€ cham!”

Huy nhu swc nhd, m& ngin nhd trong
cip va 14y ra mdt bich mudi 6t géi sdn
sang trong boc trong trong trudc cdp mit
than phuc cla hai dita con gdi. Huy chia
boc mudi cho né nhu ¢d tinh dua riéng,
néi nhd, “Ngudi ta chuin bi ky ludng
1&m ma!”

N6 khodi chi, nhung ra vé ding
dung, cAm boc mudi nhu mudn néi gi,
doan nin. Cin phong bdng im ling. Nhd
ban né chgt kéo ghé ding 1én, “Ta di
gidi bau tAm sy chit nhé.”

Nhé ban di ra roi, cin phong lai cing
yén hon. N6 lam bo chdam chi doc sich,
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nhung that ra mit vin theo doi coi Huy
dang 1am gi. Mot hdi, né ngang diu Ién,
bit gip Huy vira ludt mit tit né nhin chd
khéc. N6 gia nhu khong dé y, 1én ti€ng
héi nhd, “B6 Huy khong c6 final sao?”

“C6 chit! Nhung @€ chi xong bai cho
nhd rdi hoc sau. Cudi tuan nay Huy &
nha 6n ciing dugc!”

Vira n6i, Huy vira nhiu miii nhu dé
nang cip ki€ng can day tya ve chai cia
hin cao 1én, phan tran, “Tai 1A nim cudi
nén Huy khong c¢6 nhiéu 16p. Chi ¢6 hai
céi finals thoi!”

N6 14m bdm, “Ua ding hoc nhe
Huy! 0] lai 16p di d€ hoc chung v6i minh
ndm sau nita hén!”

Nhung sau mua thi d6, Huy dudc
mot trudng khdc nhan di hoc ti€p. N6
nhiéu khi ngdi suy nghi hoai ma khong
hiéu tai sao Huy phai di hoc trudng khic
lam gi. B trudng dai hoc nay cla ba
dira khong phai khong t6t sao? C6 lan
n6 budng binh hdi ngang nhu vay, va Huy
cling 6n ton gidi thich ring, “Tai trudng
minh khong c6 c4i nganh ma Huy mudn
hoc. Huy phdi xin di trudng khéc thoi.
Nhung trudng mdi nay ciing ddu cé xa
hai nhd cho may dau. Cdch khodng hai

ti€ng thoéi ma!!! Néu rdnh Huy hita sé
vé thim!”

Vi cdi cau hita d6 ma né mdi chiu
bét trdch méc Huy. Nhung di Huy néi
cdch ndo n6 ciing ghét cay ghét ding
cdi truong méi ma Huy dang hoc. Trudng
chi ma niim giita 1ong thanh pho clia Los
Angeles, on a0, khéi 6 nhiém giing
nhiéu con hon c3 suong mi, ma lai...
cdch xa trudng clia né dén... hai ti€ng
déng hd 1an. Cang nghi, né cang thdy
thuong ngdi trudng bé nhd ndy. Tuy
khong 16n biing trudng clia Huy, nhung
né biét 1ap & giita ndi ddi, quanh nim
khi hdu mat mé, khong khi trong lanh,
cdnh vit yén tinh. N6 nhé 1an diu tién
1di xe 1&n tim trudng, ma ctia né da khong
khéi thSt 1én riing, “Cho con Ut di hoc
trudng nay duge d6 nhe. Cd¢ y nhu gii
cho n6 l€n ndi hoc dao vay!”

Tudng cho né vao cdi trudng héo
ldnh nay thi né sé& chd tim hoc nhiéu
hon. Ai ngd dau hoc gi thi khdng biét
chif né va nhd ban né hoc dugc nhiéu
cdch... 4n vung va lam thd con céc thi
hay nhat. Bdi vay nhiéu khi hai dda ctit
lic dAu ngdn ngim nhin nhau ching hiu
roi tuong lai sé ra sao. Tuong lai d6i véi
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né con qui mu mit. Bi€t lam gi sau khi
ra trudng day? Cau hdi d6 né nghi chic
ciing c¢6 nhiéu ban tré khic ciing dang
phian van suy gim. M4 cda né vin
thudng thim do, “Ut, con ra trudng rdi
c6 dinh...?”... nhitng lic d6 1a nhitng lic
né cudi xoa rdi khéo 1éo chuyén sang
dé tai khéc... nhanh hon tia chép. Nghi
t6i ma, con nhd cdm tha'y 1ong nhut chanh
lai. N6 lai nhé t&i nhitng ldc thic khuya
hoc thi, m4d né da lo ling chay di ki€m
thudc b3 cho né uéng. Ba sg né “hoc”
quéd ma mat sic. Lim khi ba thdy né
vita di hoc vé 1a chay tudt vo phong,
linh quynh 1én ring “Con c6 bai lam
gdp!” Nhung khi md né vo canh chirng
thi thdy con bé tuwa ddu 1én ban ngi ty
bao gits. Lic d6, ba chilic dau mim cudi,
tit dén yén ling di ra. Va r6i d&€n sdng
s6m ngay hom sau, phan dn truta cia nd
da dudc ba an cin gid com vé6i nhitng
moén ma né mé nhat. Pa 14 mdt co sinh
vién dai hoc, n6 khdong nhitng khdng
gitip dugc gi cho gia dinh, ma né chi gidi
nhong nhé€o v6i md né thoi. Cang nghi
dén, n6 cang thém hdi hin tai sao c6
nhitng lic né khong chiu chim chi hoc
hanh. Nhat 14 phdi chi né c6 thé bd b6t
thoi gian dirng cho tam tri lang thang di
“dao” v6i may gi6 trén trdi thi c6 1€ nd
khong can phai “Cling 6ng dia, vdi 6ng
$6” xin cho 1&n 16p. Cho nén hé nhic t6i
hai chit “tuong lai” 1a né khép v cung.
Khong biét t6i nim nao trudng ndy mdi
c6 can ddm “mdi” n6 ra trudng day.
ook ook

Pang suy nghi mién man, nhd ban
chot 1én ti€ng, “E, con khi! Bai 17 lam
xong chua?”’

N6 gidt minh, nhin lai vao sach, dinh
chinh, “... hinh nhuta chua c¢6 lam t6i...!”

Nhin vé mit budn hiu ca ban, nhé
ban nd tdi nghi€p. Ai ddi hoc final ma
¢t nghi ddu ddu. Nhd ban né lai cudi
tim tim, m& cip 14y ra mot chum 6i véi
ba trai tron, to xanh. Nhd m&i moc, “Ne,
dé bd mudi 6t vay uéng lim!”

N6 vui vé bé ra mot trdi, chAm vao
bich muéi, cin gion mot mi€ng. Khong
bi&t nhd khi dot nay chom dau ra ba trdi
Gito ghé. N6 khong can biét, cit nhim mit
dn. Oi nay tuy ngot va gion nhung sao...
n6 khdng dugc ngon miéng cho may.

Bdng c6 ti€ng go clra.



Hai dira gidt minh nhin ra, thi ra 1a
cédi thing security di vong vdng canh
khong cho hoc sinh dn vung trong thu
vién. Thing d6 ra dau cho hai dita cit
dd an. Hai dda buc doc, cut hitng, nén
dep tatca vao cip. Nhd banné ri, “Thoi
di 4n nhe! Ta d6i bung rdi!”

N6 mirng thim va gat dau chiu lién.
That ra bay gid n6 khong con tam tri dé
tap trung hoc bai dugc. Thoi thi d€ ngay
mai né sé c6 ging hoc tiép.

Hai dira lai Ittng thiéing xdch cap roi
khoi thu vién ndo nhiét. Nidng hoang hon
ldc ndy da bi man dém phd che mat, thay
vao d6 1a mot mau vang hiu hit cda
nhitng cdy den dudng doc quanh khudn
vién dai hoc. C6 1€ trdi vira vao dong,
cho nén sin trudng hdm nay d6i véi né
c6 vé dm dam hon moi ngay. Pa vay,
bao El Nino tuy chua t6i nhung da ra oai,
dem gi6 lanh thdi ban bat, tirng con rit
1én mdt cach tan bao, ki€u hanh. Gié
cang thdi cang manh hon. Hai dda vira
di vira nép sdt vao nhau nhu tim mot chit
che chd. Nhé ban né vin tiu tit ké chuyén
k& bén, khong d€ y n6 ching budn in
hét trdi 6i.

DPi gin 7 gid t6i ma bii diu xe vin
con nghet kin. Vai ba chi€c xe con kién
nhin chay vong quanh tim chd dau gin
thu vién. PEn md clra xe, né thd dai,
doan ngodi dau lai nhin vé huéng thu
vién nhu luyé&n ti€c mot diéu gi. N6 chot
nhé dé€n mot ai d6 da tirng néi, “Pdi hoc
sinh 12 mdt con tau thién 1y khong biét
dirng lai & ga nao? Chi bi€t mdi tram da
qua 1a mot ky niém ddng nhg.”
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Diép khic Tinh yeu!!!

Chigu nay ngém cérh rhd ngudi,

M&i hdn, 4nh mAt, nu cudi ai thuong,
Thu sang, 14 d6 ngap duong,

L4 thuong, I8 rhé, 14 vuong mbng sAu.
Xa ha em nhd mua ngéu

Xa arh thuong m bao cau udc thé.
Hai ngm céch tré no ré,

Bigt ly, ddu hen ngdy vé triing hoang,
Thé rbi thu aén, lai sang,

Arh nhu con én, xa dan vé dau.

MBi [4n, troi d6 mua nghu,

Mua bao nhiéu hat, Iong s3u bay rhigu,
Tih tan theo hat néng chiéu,

Mua giing 161 nhé, tiéu diu xac xo.

Xa anh, em dét vén tho,

NEU khbng duyén ng, nguyén cho lai sinh.
Phéi chéing vudng mbt ch tinh (?)
Tréi doi em mai chf “minh” vol ta.
Ph8 o, ky riém dam 43,

Tinh of, sao m&i man ma nhu voi.

Tram ngm chl mot nguoi thoi,

. Chiu nay phoi toc ngoai song,
Huong bay theo b, em hong téc thé.
C6 rhén bbng cha't tré vé,

Thnh xua biét cé ven thé tric mai
Soi guong, géang nguyét ngay dai,

Hbi long tinh c6 phéi phai huong nong,
Trém 14n khdng, van 14n khbng,

Nguoi di l6 chuyén do chiéu,

MOt B ghé bén, nguoi yéu vn cho.

N ~
Tinh d2u d2u mbng, rang mo,

Gdi doi digp khiic tirh thuong,

B¢ Ngoan (CNCD)

o

Nghin ndm chf mai trong toi bong nguoi.

“Chang” o, ru th|ep giéc nong tih yéu

Tam chung N3t Nhat, phan mo véng duong,

Hai nzm diép khilc doan truong doiem...

Co Bé Chicu Mua...

Chiu nay mua rat rio ngodi hién véng,
Cb bé ngbi bén clda s6 rhin mua
Ting giot dai nhé thérh thoat, bubn chua?

Mbt chiit lanh thédm vao hon cb bé.

Tai troimua hay trai tim Gi my?
Cb bé bubn theo titng hat mua roi
Mua o, mua nhu khic nhac khong 107,

Trong chiéu véng, mua mbdt minh k& chuyén.

Khu vudm réng, 14 hoa cainh xao xuyén,
Tém trong mua, udt 4t gié dua tinh
Cb bé ngdi dan mudi ngdn tay inh

Hon Iing 1 theo 14 vaing trong gib.

CH thiy thuong 13m sao timg ngon cb
Chiéc 14 vang G rli nép trong mua
Khéng gian bubn nhu cAu chuyén “ngdy xua”

Ba thudng k& llc cb con bé dai

DT vaing xua, chiéu nay trong hién tai
Trdi mua lBm b thén thic trong tim,
Cb méi nhin voi vgi mbt cénh chim,
Trong mua gié vé néo troivé dinh,

Tai troi rmua hay tai cd budn rhi,

Cb bé ndo bigt géi thich vi sa0?

Ngosi vuon, mua van khilc rhac rat r3o
Nhé ting giot bubn véo Ibng cb bé.

Van Khanh (UNM)

/
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LUANCO S

K& tir khi loai ngusi c6 sit (1) chép,
tinh d&€n nay 1 hon 6.000 nim, trong d6
dan tdc Viét Nam da cé trén 4.000 nim
vin hi€n. Nhu viy ngudi Viét Nam da
dudc sir ghi nhin truGe ky-nguyén Thién-
Chua (2). Vao lic nhén loai dang chuin
bi budc vao Thién Nién Ky thit III cling
vGi 75 triéu ngudi Viét Nam. D3i v6i dan
toc Viét, ching ta ¢6 thé xem day la hién-
tugng thoi-gian c6 lién hé dé€n hién-
tugng lich-siz nudc nha, mot sy-kién bién
hoa thanh phiic cé tinh cdch chu ky.
Gi6éng nhu sy tudn hoan clia vii try, bién
c6 lich st theo d6 thudng hay tdi dién.
Céch day 1.000 nim vé trudc, dan toc
da bi mot thim-hoa clia bao-quyén Lé
Ngoa-Tri€u, va bay gid dan toc dang bi
mot thim-hoa tuong tu ctia bao-quyén
Cong San! Véi ti€u-dé ‘Luan CS Suy
Kim’ biing mot s ki€n-thitc han hep,
ngudi vi€t bainay c6 thién-y cing ngudi
doc di ngudc dong lich st @& dn lai nhitng
kinh nghiém citu quéc va ki€n qudc tr
cdc tién nhan vad minh-vuong d€ lai.

Mot trong nhitng trang st hao hiing
nh4At mudén nhic dén 12 nhan vat ¢ cong
khai sdng nha Hau-Ly (3). Ngudi d6 la
mot cdu bé vo danh, han vi thia thi€u
thdi. Trai qua nhitng thing trim cla van
mang din tdc, cdu bé di tr§ thanh mot
lanh tu qudc gia sdng gid trong su lun
bai cia mot triéu dinh ba't tai nhu nhudc.
Piéu ding d€ y nhdt cta vi anh hiing
nay la cong trinh sdng tao mot Sdch-Lugc
Quéc-Tri ddc nhat vo nhi trong lich st
dan tdc. V4i sdch luge nay, nha Hau-Ly
da ghi lai mot giai doan hién hdch nha't
trong lich Viét Nam & thdi tién Thién
Nién Ky thit II, ma chinh nha Tong bén
Tau cling khim phuc va mudn hoc héi.
Ngudi d6 1aTd-Xuong-quan Phé Chi-
Huy St Ly Coéng Udn, mot anh hiing
dan toc ddng dugc hau thé noi guong ké
tir khi 1ap quSc. PE nhé on va kinh mén
tai ditc Tién Nhan, tuc-ngit Viét Nam c6
ghi ring:

Cay cé géc mdi nd nganh sinh ngon,
Nudc c6 nguon mdi bé rong soéng sdu.
Nguoi ta ngudn goc ti dau?

C6 Tién Nhén da, roi sau cé minh.

La hau th€ cla Ly tién-sinh, chiing
ta thir xem nhd didu ma Ly Cong Udn da
ddm ddm nhan st mang lich st ‘an bang
1€ thé” thanh cong vé vang nhu vy. Véi
sach lugc nay, ong di 1&o 14i con thuyén
qudc gia tir loan ly nhu nhugc cla cudi
ddi Tién-Lé (4) d€n bs thdi binh thinh
tri cho toan dan su6t ddi Hau-Ly kéo dai
215 nim 12 nhd cdi khuén miu ding gid
clia quoc sdch nay.

Nhan t& chinh &€ gitip Ly Cong Uin
thanh cong 1a sy biét tdng hgp cdc sach
lugc qudc tri c6 sdn tir cic Thanh-hién
va cdc Tri€t-gia Pong Phuong. Piéu
ddng d€ y & day 1a ban cha't thuc-t& clia
ong ring khong mudn ban tAm va tén
thi gi d€ tim cho minh mot triét 1y qudc-
tri mdi, thay vao d6 6ng phai tu tdp va
hoc héi rat nhiéu dé dugc chinh danh la
mot dai trugng-phu (5). Theo 6ng, nhitng
vién gach t6t cla chdn-ly dang c6 sdn,
sao ta khong diing né d€ xay mot cin
nha theo ki€u ‘thudn long dan, hdp ¥
trdi’. Chiing ta c6 thé ddng y ring vi sy
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ti€n héa, ddi song con ngudi ¢ bi€n cai
trong nhi€u linh vyc; tuy nhién nhitng
y&u-to chdn-thién-my nhim dao tao
mau ngudi hitu dung cho mot xa hoi phi
cudng vin khong thay ddi chit nao.
Trong tinh thin d6, qua bai hoc clia Ly
tién-sinh, chiing ta c6 thé rit tia mot s
kinh nghiém trong kho tang fu-rudng cia
tri€t 1y Tam-Gido (Nho Lao va Phat) ma
Ong ta da day cong sdng tao thanh Thanh
Vuong Chi Pao. Ngoai ra, sdch lugc
qudc-tri ndy cdn xay dung trén cin bdn
‘Dan vi qui, xd tdc thit chi, quan vi khinh’
(Dan-tdc 12 trén hét, quoc-gia Ia thit, gidi
lanh-dao 1a sau cling) clia tri€t gia Manh
Tt (6). C6 thé n6i day 12 mot ludng sink-
khi song dong cho bat ct dan tdc nao
déu c6 quyén thira hudng, va khong
nhitng riéng cho thdi Hiu-Ly, ma cho
cd 75 triéu ngudi Viét Nam véi cing
chung mot thim trang dang quin quai
mong chd.

S¢ hige vé Ly Cong Udn:

Ly Cong U4n sinh nim 975 T.C., von
ngudi lang CS Phap, huyén Pong Ngan,
phi T Son, tinh Bic Ninh. Theo 15i
truyén, 6ng khong cé cha. Me 13 ba
Pham-Thi di chua Tiéu-Son vé nim



mong gip than-nhan thy thai sinh ra dng.
Ldc thi€u thdi 6ng 1a ké han vi kh hanh.
Nim Ién ba tudi, me 6ng vi qud nghéo
nén phai gdi ong vao chiia C§ Phap dé
nuong thin va tAm su hoc dao. Ciu bé
v6 danh nay dugc nudi ndng, day db bdi
su tru tri tén 1a Ly Khdnh Van, tic su
Van Hanh. Do d6 6ng dudc dic tén la
Ly Cong Uan. Trudng thanh trong nha
chiia va hap thu dugc nhiéu ngudn dai
fu tudng va tinh tiy ciia Tam-gido. Nho
tai difc ven toan va 15i don ‘hitu xa tw
nhién huwong’ d&n tai vua Lé Pai Hanh,
sau d6 ho Ly dudc vua mdi tham chinh
véi chitc TA-Than-vé Pién-Tién-Chi-
Huy-stt. Ong di tin tinh gitp vua tri ddn
chan hung sy suy thodi cing nhiéu clia
Lé-triéu. Pugc biét vi vua cudi cling clia
nha Tién-Lé 1a Lé Ngoa triéu (7). Ong
ta 12 mot vi hung quan tan dc. Ngay dém
say mé tifu sic v6i cdc thd vui bat nhan
nhu roc mia trén d4u nha su, qu?fn rom
ddt tdi nhan, nhdt pham nhan trong ciii
sit roi hda thiéu dé thda man tinh hi€u
sdt clia minh.

Ldc lam quan, Ly Cong Udn lic nao
ciing tai ning dic dd thé nén quan thin
ai ciing quy mén. Khi vua Lé Ngoa-triéu
mat lic 24 tudi (1009 TC), vi hoang tir
c6 tén 1a X4 qud tré. Thé€ nén Ly Cong
Uén, lic 4y 35 tudi, dugc phdo ma Pao
Cam Moc va su Van Hanh 1dp muu dua
ong 18n ngdi 14y hiéu 1a Ly Thi T8 (1010
TC). Su nghiép nha Ly bit du tir day,
va da trdi qua 9 doi vua, qudc gia lic
nao cling & vao tu th& chd dong 1a ‘sdng
sudt ndi gici, lam chii ngoqi giéi’. Mot
dién hinh ddng k€ 1a cdc chi€n cong 13y
lirng trong viéc ddnh Tong binh Chiém
bach chi€n bach thing qua tai dan binh
b6 trin cda v tuéng Ly Thudng Kiét.
P& chitng minh sifc manh sung méin cla
quin-dan d&i Hau-Ly, ching ta hdy doc
qua mot phan clia ki€t tic ma Ly Thudng
Kiét da Iam vao thdng 2 ndm Binh-thin
1076, d6i vua Ly Nhan Tong, bén bd
song Nhu-Nguyét, tinh Bic-Ninh. Trong
khi cudc giao chi€n giita hai quan Ly-
Tong dang dién ra, Ly Thudng Kiét ding
tdm-1y-chién 1am bai thd nay d€ phan
khdi tinh thAn chi€n diu quin-si clia 6ng:
Nam quéc son ha Nam Dé cu,

Ti¢t nhién dinh phdn tai Thién thu.
Nhut ha nghich 16 lai xdm pham!

Nhit ddng hanh khan thii bai hu.

Pugc tam dich nhu sau:

Song nii nudc Nam vua Nam &,
Ranh ranh dinh phdn bdi sdch Troi.
Cd sao lii bay sang xdm pham!
Chiing bay sé bj ddnh toi boi.

Bai tho trén con néi 1én quyén ty
chti doc 14p cda din tdc Viét Nam, mot
quyén thiéng liéng khong mot 1an bang
nio c¢6 quyén do6 ho hay xam 1an.

P& chuin bi vao nim 2000, chiing
ta thir xem nhd didu ma Ly Cong Udn da
tré thanh mot 1anh ty xuat ching trong
st mang dem lai qudc thdi dan an tit mot
x4 hoi suy ddi dé€n ciing cyc. Ma ong ta
khong ai khdc hon 12 mot ngudi xua't thin
tir 16p cling dinh khS hanh trong xa hoi.
Ly Cong Udn tic vua Ly Thadi T6 mat
nim 1028 TC, 6ng tho 55 tudi.

Trong tinh than ‘6n cd suy tdn’,
chiing ta ¢6 thé lanh hoi phan nao nhitng
tu tuéng cidch mang theo tri€t Iy Pong
Phuong ma Ly Cong Udn di 4p dung
vao viéc qudc thong d€ ching ta suy
ngdm. Va nhd kinh nghiém t sdch lugc
qudc-tri nay ching ta c6 thé tim mot gidi
phdp nhim cttu nguy thdm trang Viét
Nam hi€n tai. Theo quan ni€ém ngudi
vi€t, mic di hai thdm trang trong lich
str din toc xdy ra cdch nhau 1.000 ndm,
nhung gidng nhau vé bdn chit, mot tr
bao quyén Lé Ngoa Tri€u va mot tif bao
quyén Cong San. C4 hai déu 1 ‘cét nhuc
tuong tan’ tit trong ndi bd qudc gia. Thim
hoa nay da va dang lam can tr§ khong it
cho sur ti€n héa va kién tao hoa binh clia
dan toc.

Pic Va Nguoi:

N6i d&n qudc tri, din toc Viét Nam
thudng nghi dén chit diic trudc, thé nén
tuc ngif clia ta ¢ cdc ciu ca-dao sau day:
Nguoi trong cdy Hanh nguoi choi,

Ta trong cdy Pitc dé doi vé sau.
Hay la:
Thién cao dd cé Thanh tri,
Nguoi Nhan nghia chdng han vi bao gio.

DPitc Diing Cam:

Nha Tién-Lé tri vi dudc 29 nim
(980-1009 TC), vua tan bao nhit 1a vi
vua cudi ciing, titc Lé Long Pinh. Ong
l1én ngdi bing cdch 4m sdt Lé Long Viét,
ngudi anh thira k€ vua cha Lé Pai-Hanh
mot trong nhitng minh vudng c6 cong vSi
da't nuSc. Trong khi Long-Viét bi 4m sit,
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ta't ¢4 cdc quan tricu déu tron thodt vi sg
bi gi€t oan, ngoai trir Ly Cong Udn & lai
6m xdc vua Lé Long Viét ma khéc
thuong cho s& phian hdm hiu ctia vi vua
xdu s6. Trong triéu dinh lic bdy gid
khong con quan than nao dé Long Dinh
nhg va. Cdi diing & lai ddng lic cha Ly
Cong Udn di 1am cho Long Dinh khong
nhitng khong gi€t ma nggi khen dng 1a
mot vi trung thdn hi€m cé vdi 1ong can
ddm ddm d6i dién v6i hung vuong ma
khong s¢ hdi d€n mang sdng clia minh.
Thém vao d6 6ng con dugc Long Binh
thdng chirc 1én bac Ti-Xuong quan Pho
Chi-Huy-St. Sau nay vua Long Pinh vi
tin vao sim cling mé tin di doan; dng
cho quan din tim gié€t tt ca nhitng ai c6
ho Ly, ngoai trit Ly Cong Udn bén canh
hén quin. Theo sdm truyén vi sy suy
thodi thdi bdy gi%, trong dan gian ai cling
tin ring nha Ly s& 1én cu6p ngdi nha Lé
dé thop ¥ troi, thudn long dan’. Méc du
trong canh ‘ddu séi lita béng’ nhung Ly
Cong Uin vin mdt long cang trudng gitip
vua Ngoa Triéu citu dan d6 th€ d€ tron
nghia ‘gia ban tri hi€u tl, qudc loan bi€t
toi trung’.

Mit khéc, vi tinh khdng khdi va chi
16n ctia Ly Cong Udn da 1am cho su Van
Hanh va Pao Cam Mdc kinh né va khim
phuc. V6i cdi diing néu trén ctia ho Ly
da tao thém nhan t6 cho muu dd gidi
thé bao quyén Lé Ngoa triéu theo sy dan
dung bdi hai chi€n lugc gia Van Hanh
va Pao Cam Moc.

Theo ho Ly, ngudi cé diing khong
ldnh mit truSc hi€m nguy. C4i diing trong
tri€t 1y Tam-Gido 12 dim x4 than cho
dai cudc, tu luc ty cudng, 1am chd ngoai
gi6i bing cach ‘bi€t ngudi biét ta’. Cdi
diing phdi ding chd ding lic va hanh
dong mdt cdch sdng sudt, né€u khong sé
bi ‘hitu diing vO muu’.

bic Tu Bi:

Mot trong hai dai than c6 dnh huéng
manh trong st mang qudc thong cla Ly
Cong Uén 1a suVan Hanh. Ong am tudng
Phat Nho 14n Lao hoc khong kém céc
su trudc ong nhu Khudng Viét va Ngd
Chan Luu. Ba vi su nay dugc céc triu
vua Pinh, Lé va Ly mdi ra tham-chinh
qudc sy thdi bay gid. Vi mot trong nhitng
chii thuyé&t ctia Phat Gido Pai Thira (phdi
Bic Tong) 1a dem Pao vao ddi dé citu
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nhan d6 th€. Nhg sy tinh thong hi€u rong
clia su Van Hanh va tinh nghia thay trd
nén nhiéu 1dn Ly Cong Udn dugc thay
khuyén bdo phai 1at &8 Lé Long DPinh
dé citu qudc an dan. Mic du nha su da
diing nhiéu cdch @€ lung lac nhian tim
cling nhu don dudng cho hoc trd minh
budc 1én ngai vang bi€n hoa thanh phiic.
Tuy nhién vi long tir-bi Ly Cong Uén
van tir chdi vi khong mudn dai hoa dén
cho Su ciing nhu Vua triéu. K& dén la
Pao Cam Mdc, mot vi dai than tir di
Tién-Lé cling ddng 1ong vé6i su Van Hanh
la vua Lé Ngoa-tri€u phdi cdo chung vi
Long Binh quéd nhu nhugc, tan bao, va
loan ndi 1én khip ndi. Ong nay nhiéu
1an thuy€&t phuc Ly Cong U4n ra tay
nghia hiép, tuy nhién ho Ly van tir chdi.

Cudi cung vi dp lyc ciing nhu cd hoi
‘thién thdi dia 1¢i nhan hoa’ di dén lic,
Ly Cong Uin chip nhian ‘nhip-cudc’
trong tinh than fir-bi 46 lugng. Ong héi
bao Cam Mdc: Y ong (Cam Moc) cling
nhu ¥ su Van Hanh, nhung phdi 1am sao
d€ dugc ém Am trong ngoai?’ Vi Ly Cong
U#4n khdng mudn ai tdn thuong trong muu
dd ddo chinh nay. Thém nifa trong lic
lam quan, Ly Cong U#4n nhiéu I1in yét
ki€n vua ban Chi€u dai x4 d€ phéng
thich nhitng pham nhan vi thi€u thué hay
qué ngheo lam bay ‘ban clng sinh dao
tac’. Ong n6i v6i vua ‘Né&u Ngai khong
c6 dudng 161 gido dan thich Gng d€ tao
st cAm mén tir dan gian, ma phdi cai tri
dan biing quyén uy va bao luc, thi né sé&
1a ngudn gdc cda odn hin trién mién
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khi€n loan ly khong nao trinh khéi.” Ong
ndi thém ‘Dan cdm thi thanh thién-nhdn,
nhung dan odn thi thanh dgo-tdgc. Xua
nay chém giét, tii day, tra khdo da nhiéu
nhung ma diu c6 hét toi dc, hétbat cong,
chi bing mdy bai gidng (vé dao-hanh)
ma cd mudn ngudi hdn hoan gidc ngd.
Ly Cong Uan cling nhiéu 1an ki€n nghi
nha vua gidm thu€ va dung chdnh phdp
dé khoan dung ké ngheo hay ngudi that
hoc. Cing mdt lic phdi nghiét ngd va
tritng phat gidi thugng luu quyén tudc
¢ tinh tan 4c va béc 10t dan lanh. Dan
gian ta thudng ca ngdi nhitng ké c6 1ong
cliu gidp ngudi mot cich chan that nhu sau:
Nghiéng tay ngita vdi Phdt Troi,

Puiong con hoan nan dé nguoi tram ludn

Hay la:

Ddu xdy chin buc phit do,
Chéng bing lam phiic ciiu cho mdt ngudi

Theo ho Ly, cdi tir-bi hay con goi la
long nhin, 1a trdnh gié€t hai hay khong
mudn tén thuong sinh mang trong viéc
chuyén héa tir hpa sang phiic. N&u diéu
tai hoa c6 4nh hudng d&€n ngudi vo toi
thi quan thin phdinhan lanh trach nhiém
dé phuc thién. Pitc #ir bi gitip dng c6 stic
manh vj-tha, nhd thé vua Ngoa Triéu
cdm mén ong 1a vay.

bic Tri Tué:

Trong thdi 1am quan cling nhu 1am
vua Ly Cong Uédn liic nao ciing té ra l1a
mdt minh-quin ti¥ t6n trong s mang
qudc théng. Ong luu tim nhiéu d&n vin
hoc, luat phdp va nhit 1a phdt huy cdi
thyc-dung cla tri€t Iy Tam-Gido vao viéc
‘tri quoc binh thién ha’. Khi dng 1én ngoi,
vua cho xay cit chiia chién, ling mi€u
khidp ndi va nang Phit-gido 1&én thanh
Qudc-gido. Sy sdng sudt nhit clia 6ng
1a viéc ddi kinh d6 tir Hoa Lu vé Thing
Long, nay 12 Ha Noi. Mot noi c6 nhiéu
danh lam thing cdnh nén tho va sim uat
xung ddng lavi tri thii dé6 cia mot dan
toc hiing manh phd cudng. Ong quan
niém dan cé yén thi nudc méi binh, 1an
bang kinh né va chii quyén lanh thd méi
toan-ven. V@i hoai bao ‘ddn giau nudc
manh’, viéc uu tién clia dng 1a tuyén mo
nhén tai va nudi dudng nhin sy theo tiéu
chuin tai dite song toan. Ong néi: ‘Cé
dikc ma vo tai thi thién-can, c6 tai ma
vo dic thi quan-liéu. Ca hai déu hai din
va lam mat uy tin chinh-quyén. Do d6



su ton vong clia qudc gia chi 1a tam bg
va gid tao. Giong nhu nha xay trén cét
dé& bi sup d6.” Ngoai phat huy Phat gido,
ong con cho 1ap vin-mi€u dé€ thg Khdng
T va khuyén khich Nho hoc nhim chiéu
mo hién-tai va nhdn-tai dé gidp dan citu
nudc. Do d6 tricu dai Hiu-Ly c6 rit
nhiéu minh vuong, va minh quan xuat
th€ nhu Ly Thudng Kiét, To Hién Thanh,
bao Cam Moc, Lé Vian Thinh, Lé Phung
Hié€u, v.v. 14 nhitng dai thin c6 cong dinh
Tong binh Chiém.

Ngoai ra, dng 1a vi vua dau tién mg
khoa thi Tam-Gido, cling nhu qui-dinh
th€ ch€ thi-ctt cho nén viin hoc Pai Viét.
Ong cho suu tAm kinh Tam-Tang d€ dan
gian nghi€n cdu Phit dao va 4p dung
tri€t 1y nhdp thé giip doi cia mon phai
Pai Thira vio ddi séng con ngudi. Ong
thing chirc nha su Van Hanh 1&én hang
Quéc Su dé trong nom Qudc-Tin ciing
dé 4n cédc tu tudng qudc tri hitu dung
trong Tam-Gido d€ diic k&t Thanh Vuong
Chi Pao. bay la mdt kiét-tdc, néi vé
qudc-sdch tri din va cdch giao t& vdilan
bang. Ong néi: ‘Mot kinh-t& phdn thinh
nhd c6 chinh sdch ngoai giao khéo 1éo
dé duy tri giao hdo véi nif gidi lan bang,
ding hang ndi héa va ti€t kiém tai
nguyén qudc gia; cing mdt lic phat huy
kha niing sdn xud't va sdng tao con ngudi.
Chuong trinh chan hung kinh t€ phai dya
trén cidn bdn chdnh phdp. Lam dugc nhu
vay la bi€t cdch an dan vay. Con ctt mii
mé 1é thudc vao suu cao thu€ ning béc
16t dan ngheo lavo tinh khi€n nhan dan
lam loan’

Theo Ly tién-sinh, ngudi c6 tri phai
bi€'t qui tu tai ning va sifc manh tir nhicu
ngudi va bi€t cdch xtt dung phuong tién
dang c6 d€ ‘gdp gid thanh bdo’ hay ‘mot
cdy lam chdng nén non, ba cdy dum lai
nén hon niii cao. Cai tri-tu¢ phéi hgp
v6i ‘Y troi, thudn long dan’, chit khong
phdi quy-quyét ba't chanh. Ngudi c6 tri
phai hi€u rong d€ hanh dong cho nhip-
nhang. Qua sy chuyén ngdi tir Tién-Lé
sang Hau-Ly mot cdch ‘ém trén thudn
dudi’ qué that ong 1a ngudi cé tri-tué.
L& ra phdi mdu chdy dau roi han thi
chdng chit trong nhitng bdi cinh thay
ngdi ddi chia nhu vay.

Cdi tinh than ‘Quén ti di difc, Ti€u
nhan di lwc’ (Ngudi tot 1am thién, Ngudi

x4u lam 4c) cling nhu hanh dong tich-
dic cu thé néu trén cho chiing ta thdy
Ly Cong Udn da 4p dung kién-thitc hiéu
bi€t clia minh vao ddi song cd nhin va
phung sy x4 hoi “Tri hanh hdp nhat’ (néi
va lam di d6i v6i nhau.) B6 1a mdt trong
nhitng diéu kién cin ban dé€ tr§ thanh
mot lanh tu anh-minh khi nhip-thé€ nhim
bién cdi x4 hoi theo chiéu huéng cip-
ti€n. Giong nhu mudn xdy mdt ciin nha
trudc hét phdi du trit vat-liéu tot roi xay
cit theo y da dinh. Phan con lai, ching
ta thir xem Thanh Vugng Chi Pao 1a gi
ma tién sinh Ly Cong Uadn va cdc vua
k& ti€p da dung sdch luge nay nhu
‘khudn vang thudc ngoc’ d€ bio qudc
an dan.

Thanh Vuong Chi Pao:

Trong nhitng lic dan tinh nghi¢t nga
vi gi6i 1anh dao vo tai bat chinh, ca dao
Viét Nam c6 nhitng cdu thim thiy sau
day dé bay té sy phan ddi ctia ho:
Nguoi trén & chdng ky cang,

Cho nén ké dudi ldp dang mdy mua.

Hay la:

‘Thugng bdt chinh, ha tdc loan.’

D6 1a mot trong nhitng 1y do dé
Thanh Vudng Chi Pao ra ddi. Sdch luge
qudc-tri ndy dudc xay dung bing nhitng
tinh hoa ctia triét Iy Pong Phuong. C6
thé néi né bao gobm mdt s6 tu tudng thuc
dung tir cdc sach lugc qudc tri cla céc
tri€t-gia vi dai nhu Khéng Tt, Lio T,
Manh T&, v.v. du nhap ti Trung Hoa, va
Phat Thich Ca du nhip tr AnPo. Ching
ta c6 thé xem né tuong tu nhu hién-phdp
bay git d€ gidi lanh dao theo d6 ma diéu
hanh ngudn mdy céng quyén. Thianh
Vuong Chi Pao (con dudng sdng sudt
cho gigilanh dao di) 1a mot tri€t 1y qudc-
tri thuc dung hay con goi la triét Iy ‘tri
hanh hop nhdt’ ciia Khéng-Lio-Phat
gido. Hon ai hét, cic vi-nhdn nay di nhan
thitc riing nguyén nhan giy ra su xung-
dot gitta ngudi va nguGi hay thdm-hoa
va rdi-loan trong xa hoi 12 do ‘tri hanh
bdt nhdt’ cua con ngudi hay gidi lanh
dao. Hon nita, myt trong nhitng muc dich
cla sdch luge nay 1a gidi 1anh dao phai
luu y tich cyc hon d&€n quyén Igi ngudi
din. Thé nén tri€t 1y ddn-quyén cia
Manh-T¢ ‘Dan vi quy, Quan vi khinh’
(Dan 1a cao quy, con Vua la thit) cling
dugc luu y dén trong sdch luge qudc tri
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clia ho Ly. Sau day 1a cdc nhan td chinh
trong sach lugc qudc tri clia Ly tién sinh:
Sach Lugc Quéc Tri cia Khdng Ti:
KhSng-Tit (551-478 tr. TC) mot triét
gia ti€n phong trong chinh tri hoc ‘nhdn
dao chinh vi dai’ (trong dao lam ngudi,
chinh tri 1a 16n hon hét.) Nghia chinh-tri
ctia Khdng-Ttt 12 ‘1am moi viéc cho
minh-chdnh 18y minh-chdnh ma tri ngudi
(dan), n€u gidi lanh dao lam nhu vay thi
dan nao ddm ndi loan.” Sach lugc qudc
tri cia Khdng-Ti nhu 13 sy ddp-ting thiét
thuc cda mdt cong din yéu nudc theo
tinh thin ‘qudc gia hung vong that phu
hitu trach’ cho bdi canh chi&n loan giita
cc chu-hiu va ti€u-qudc ciaTrung Hoa
dudi thdi Xuan-Thu Chi€n-Qudc, vi ho
da thi nhau tranh gianh dat dai va tao
thé Iyc chinh-tri. Cho nén ngudi 4i qudc
Kh&ng-Tt phai nhap-thé d€ tdilap hoa-
binh va cdi cdch x4 hoi theo chiéu huéng
cAp-ti€n. Ong da thanh cong khong it
trong st mang nay va dugc hau thé ton
vinh 12 m6t Vi-nhin ctia hoa binh va trat
tu thé gidi thdi bay gis. Theo thuyét
nhap-thé clia dng, d€ c6 mot xa hoi an
binh va ti&€n bo, con ngudi phai cé chi
lap-thdn va trudc ti€n 1a rén luyén cho
minh trd thanh ngudi qudn-ti r6i hanh-
dao (tham gia chinh tri) theo tinh thin
huéng thugng trong khudn khd ‘tu than,
tri qudc, binh thién ha.’ Tri€t 1y chinh tri
clia 6ng 12 dao tao vd huéng din con
ngudi trd vé vdi cd tanh ty-nhién ‘nhdn
chi so tinh bén thién’ va khai trién ba
nhin t& dic thi nhu: nhdn 1a thuong
ngudi va dong loai, diing 1a can ddm
tru6e hi€m nguy, i 12 bi€t ngudi bi€t ta
dé song hoa ddng véi moi ngudi mot y&u
t0 khd quan trong trong ba nhan-t& clia
loai ngudi (loai vat thudng khdéng cé
nhan t8 tri-tu¢). Theo Khdng-Tt, ngudi
quan-ti hay hay lanh tu xing ddng, t6i
thi€u ho phai c6 ba pham chit k€ trén,
mdi c6 thé gdnh vic cong viéc ‘an bang
1€ the” mdt cdch ‘ém trong thuin ngoai’.
Ngoai Khdng-Ti¥ ra, mot s6 tu tudng
khiac cling dugc théu dét vao Thdnh
Vuong Chi Pao ma ching ta s€ c6 dip
ban qua:
Sach Luge Qudc Tri ctiia Lao Ta:
Tuc ngit Viét Nam dung nhitng 151
1& sau day d€ cdnh tinh nhitng ai ham
danh-Igi:



Cay cao thi gio cang lay,
Cang thém danh vong, cang day gian trudn.
Hodc né&u tham-danh, tham-quyén
thudng bi 16 vOn, ¢6 lic mat cA chi lin chai:
Mua danh ba van, bdn danh ba déng.
Trong khi Khdng-Ti¢ dwa ra chd
thuy€&t nhap-th€ hitu-vi nhim khuyén
khich con ngudi phéi ‘thanh-y, chinh-
tdm, lap-than va hanh-dao’ d€ trd thanh
ngudi qudn-tit canh tin xa hoi rdi méi
c6 ‘qudc thdi ddn an’. Cling cing mot
muc dich nhu viy, nhung Lao T chon
mdt con dudng khic vé6i chd thuyét vo-
vi ‘khong-lam’ hay con goi 13 thuyét
xudt-th€. Ong chi truong ring mudn gidi
quy&t cdc t& doan hay tranh chdp trong
x4 hoi, ké tiéu-nhdn trong hang ngii 1anh
dao phai dugc hdi chdnh vé véi dao “vo-
vi’, bdi vi ho‘khéng-lam’ dao tic trén
chinh trudng nita, thi fi-nhién hoa binh
phdi d&€n. Va tr d6 con ngudi s& song
thuan vGi dao-tdm va thién-nhién. Ctu
cdnh cla vé-vi 1a dao tao con ngudi trd
thanh thdnh-nhan dé phung sy xa hoi roi
ti€n dén ‘qudc thdi ddn an’. Py 1a hai
ludng tu-tudng ra ddi cling mot ltic nhung
ddi nghich nhau trong viéc muu tim mot
sach lugc qudc tri d€ canh tin x hoi va
an bang t€ thé. Mic du c6 su khdc biét
nhu vy, tuy nhién hai ong Lao va Khdng
rathd tuong véi nhau trong viéc tim ki€m
phuong cdch kha di € cham dit chién
tranh va han thii. Khdng Tt ¢6 ldc kham

phuc Lio T khi hai 6ng dam dao vé
tri€t 1y qudc tri clia ho ‘Ngod kim nhat
ki€n Lo T, ky do long hd’ (Ngay ma
ta y&t ki€n v6i Lo T, ta ¢6 cdm tudng
Ngai giéng nhu mot con rong).

Lén 1én trong boi cdnh qudc bién,
Lio Tt lic ndo ciing ban tAm va khic
khodi trong viéc muu tim mot gidi phdp
d€ ki&n tao hoa binh. Trong chiéu huéng
d6, Khdng T thi lo dao tao 16p ngudi
quan-tir d€ gdnh vic trach nhiém canh
tAn x4 hoi, con Lao T thi kéu goi ddm
tiéu-nhdn tir bd (xuat-th&) hing ngii linh
dao dé vé v6i dao-tam ma ‘&n tich mai
danh’ xa rdi mdi trudng tranh chap, thi
doan, béc 16t, thdi ndt va tham quyén ¢
vi. Theo tri€t 1§ vé-vi clia Lao T sdch
luge qudc tri cia dng da ding dé€ xay
dung mot chinh quyén trong d6 giGi linh
dao phdi ‘tuyét thinh b tri, tuyét nhan
bd nghia’. Vi cdi tri va cdi nghia clia ké
linh dao nhu con dao hai ludi néu cé
dao-tam thi né phuc vu cho quyén 1¢i
dan tdc, bing khong thi tri va nghia sé
khi€n ké lanh dao tré nén xdo thuit gian
manh, ddc tai bat chinh, ludn cii, ninh
bg, ti€u x40, phe nhém, v.v... Sdch lugc
qudc tri vo-vi con chi truong gidi han
quyén lyc clia gidi linh dao d€ ngin
ngira tinh trang bao-quyén din dén doc
tai, va lam-quyén din d€n hoi-16 thdi nat
hiiy hai cdng qu§ qudc gia. N&€u c6 mot
chinh quyén lanh-manh nhu vay thi nhan
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dan méi ty do song theo dao-tdm va hdoa
ddng vd6i thién-nhién ma khong lo suu
cao thué niing, tudn hanh luat phdp khic
khe v 1y.

Tém lai, c6 thé néi khong ai hiéu
nhiéu vé mit-trdi cda gidi 1anh dao bat
tai cho bing Lio T& cd. Bén ngoai thi
néi yéu nuéc hd hao nhan dan ding 1€n
chong ngoai xdm d€ qudc d€ mang lai
ddc-1ap tu-do hanh-phic chit sy thuc la
nhitng 13i gian trd my dan dé€ rdi tit ca
déu mang tdi phan qudc. Lich st ching
ta trong vong mot thé ky nay c6 rat nhicu
ké ti€u-nhan nhu vay. Tri€t 1y vé-vi clia
Lio Tt ra ddi nham 2 muc dich: (a) Pao
tao con ngudi thanh thdnh-nhan vi bdn
chit ctia thanh nhan 13 hiéu nhung khiém-
tén, biét nhung khong tu-cao, tai nhung
khong khoe-khoang, quy tinh ménh hon
hu-danh (hitu danh vo thuc), phdm-cdch
hon nghi-1é bé ngoai (thiing réng kéu to)
va (b) mdt sich lude qudc tri don gidn
nhe nhang nhung thAm thidy. Tir d6, triét
1y quéc tri vo-vi tu né tao nén mot stic
manh va hap din quan ching ‘hitu xa ty
nhién huong’ mét cdch ty-nhién ma
khong diing xdo thuat thi doan d€ 4p
ddo hay cuGng béach; va ding dao-tim
dé gidi quyét cdc thé lyc d6i nghich theo
tinh than ‘nhu thing cang, nhugc thing
cudng’. Thé nén, mudn c6 mot sdch luge
qudc tri toan dién, it nhat phdi c6 hai
ludng tu tudng k& trén dé c6 thé can biing
va dung hoa hai thai cuc thién va dc,
quadn ti va tiéu nhdn trong xa hoi, giong
nhu ngay va dém, 4m va duong, nam va
nif trong vii try vay.

Ldo T (570-490 tr. TC), ra d3i cling
thdi v6i Phat Thich Ca, va truc Khdng
T d6 20 ndm, trong thoi dai-loan cda
Xuin-Thu Chi€n Qudc, ciing 1a lic
ma‘trao luu tw twéng phét sinh rAim rd
nh4t trong lich s& loai ngudi. Phdi ching
vi tang thuong nghiét ngi, vi 4p bifc bat
cdng ma con ngudi phdi nghi cdch ciu
nguy cho minh va nhan loai?

Sdch Luge Quéc Tri cia Phat
Thich Ca:

TU ngan xua, bdn chi't clia ngudi
Viét Nam 1a thich s6ng theo luan thudng
dao ly, tu than tich ddc cho minh va ddi
sau 12 mon in tinh than cta dan toc:
Cut trong nghia Iy ludn thuong,

Lam nguoi phdi giit ky cuong méi mau,



Dirng cdy khde, chd khoe giau,
Troi kia con dé, trén ddu con kinh.

Phét gido du nhdp vao Viét Nam
khoéng 200-300 tr. TC. Tinh hoa ctia Phat
gido 12 thuyét Td Diéu P& (bon Chan Ly
d€ séng vién-min) gdm c6: (1) Khé dé&:
quan niém vé nghiép bao khi€n nhan loai
bi mé hoic trong luan hdi bé khd; (2) Diét
dé&: cach diét nghiép bdo dé thoat khdi
vong luan hdi ma dat d&n ni€t ban; (3)
Nhan d€: biét nguyén nhan clia nghiép
bdo d€ tu hoc dugc hiéu qua; va (4) Pao
d€: dua ra B4t Chanh dao d€ ph4 tan cdi
vO minh (su ngu mudi) gdm c6 Chdnh-kién
(tu hanh chan chinh), Chdnh-tu-duy (suy
nghi chan chinh), Chdnh-ngit (151 n6i chan
chinh), Chdnh-nghi¢p (hanh dong chan
chinh), Chdnh-ménh (sdng chin chinh),
Chdnh-tinh-tdn (sdng tao chan chinh),
Chdnh-ni¢gm (tudng niém chan chinh), va
Chanh-dinh (suy xét chan chinh.) Trong 4
chan-ly song clia Phat, c6 Pao d€& dugc
4p dung nhiéu nhit trong sach lugc quoc-
tri nhdm dao tao gidi lanh dao trong thdi
Hau-Ly.

Chii thuy€t nhap th€ clia Phat gido
Pai thira 1a dao tao Phit ti tinh tdn dé
trd thanh lanh tu qudc gia tinh tin, Ly
Cong Uin 1a mot vi du dién hinh. Mot
1anh ty tinh tAn doi héi c6 khd ning ‘noi
thdnh, ngoai viwong chi dao’ d6 1a ‘sdng
sudt trong ndi giGi va chi dong & ngoai
gidi’. Mudn lam chd dudc ndi-gidi tit
vua xudng din, lanh tu it ra phdi am
tudng vé Pao d€ hay Bat Chanh dao ké
trén. Theo d6, ngudi 1anh ty phdi lam
guong trong moi lanh vuc d€ din noi
theo, lvu tim d&n quyén 1di va yéu
thuong dan. V& 1anh vuc lién déi tir trong
ra ngodi hay tif quan than d&€n Ian bang
ngudilanh tu phdi am tudng tri€t 1y Luc-
Hoa clia nha Phat, d6 1a sdu nguyén tic
tuong hoa tuong kinh d€ doan két dan
tdoc va xdy dung hoa binh gdm cé: (a)
Than Hoa Pdng Tru: ta sdng véi nhau
mot cdch tuong kinh va hoa thudn, bd
qua moi nghi ky hay ti hiém; (b) Y Hoa
DPdng Duyét: thdo luan va trao ddi y ki€n
trong tinh thin xdy dung d€ rit tia c4i
hay trong sdng ki€n; ( ¢) Khau Hoa Vo
Tranh: Ban ludn mot cidch thanh that,
tudng kinh, diu dang, khéng dc ngén
nghich nhi, khéng d4 kich cd nhén; (d)
Lgi Hoa Péng Quan: khong ich ky, chia

sé quyén 1gi cong bing, khong doc
quyén thanh qud; (e) Giéi Hoa Dong Tu:
tu than va giit gin gidi luit, song trong
ky cuong cda gidi luat; va (f) Ki€n Hoa
Pong Gidi: y ki€n khédc biét phai dugc
thdo ludn va phan tich trong tinh than
xay dung va tuong kinh.

T6m lai, th;ng TG chi truong hitu-
vi, Lio T& chd truong vo-vi, thi Phat
Thich Ca lai chd truong dung hoa cd hai
tu tudng d6. Phat néi ‘Sdc bat di khong,
khéng bdt di sdc’ (Sdc tic thi khong,
khong tic thi sic) ¢6 nghia 1a ‘trong cdi
ding cd cdi sai, va ngugc lai’ n6 tly theo
hoan cdnh va sy suy luin ting ¢4 nhan,
cdi gi ciing ¢6 thé ding va sai. Theo tu
tudng ndy, ngudi lanh tu qudc gia phai
c6 khd ning suy dién va dung hoa céc
thé lyc ddi 1ap d€ dat d€n mot gidi phap
trung-dung theo tinh thin Luc-Hoa.

Chi thuy€t Phat gido trong Thdnh
Vuong Chi Pao 1a huéng din gidi lanh
dao dat dugc minh y d€ cong viéc qudc
thong hanh xt mot cach sdng sudt theo
tinh than ‘Nhdt thiét duy tdm tao’ (moi
sy viéc déu tir tim ma ra). That vay, néu
chiing ta ¢c6 minh vuong lanh tu qudc gia
sdng sudt, thi s& cé minh qudc tifc qudc
thdi dan an.

Phat Thich Ca (560-480 tr. TC) ra ddi
cung thdi véi Lao Tk va Kl}éng Ta, tai
thanh Gia Ti La mién Bic An P9, trong
mot gia dinh qui-tdc.

Ké&t Luén:

Mic diu chién tranh di chim dut
trén 22 ndm, nhung Viét Nam vin con
12 mdt dé tai néng bdng cho riéng ching
ta va cdc chinh quc. Khung ctra thé ky
21 dang chao déng Viét Nam, v6i mot
niém han hoan ring qudc gia s& thay ddi
tlt hoa dén phiic:

Troi thu vita gdp tiét lanh,

Muén ddn yén khée thdi binh cdu ca.

Muén cho yén nudc yén nha,

Mot la ddc hiéu, hai la ddc trung.

Trong bon nghiép ra cong gdng siic,

Duong nghia phuong ta phdi khuyén con.
(Ca dao Viét Nam)

Trong sudt chiéu dai lich stt, dan tdc
Viét Nam d4 trdi qua bao phen vinh hién
va tang téc. Cdi vinh thi it nhung cdi tang
téc thi nhiéu. Nha't 13 trong thdi cin dai
cia th€ ky 20, dan toc da bi ddo dién
thé thdm. Qua dé tai Luan CS Suy Kim,
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diéu hién nhién 13 chiing ta khong thé
4p dung toan di€én md hinh Thanh Vuong
Chi Pao clia nha Hau-Ly d€ xay dung
mdt co ché chinh tri mdi thay th& cd ché
bao quyén hién tai. Nhung muc dich
chinh 1a chiing ta c6 thé rit tia mot s&
kinh nghiém tir bai hoc ctia Ly Cong Udn
vé tai ning thanh-lgc nhitng tv tudng va
tri€t Iy du nhip tir bén ngoai vao thdi
dé. Vi cdc tri€t 1y nay c6 tinh chit hoa
ddng vdi dic thi cla truyén thong, thuc
dung, ti€n bd, va thich hgp v6i khat vong
khai phéng va canh tdn nuéc nha. Hy
vong mot phan clia sach luge gan-loc nay
s€ la hudng di cho gidi 1anh dao sdng
su6t tuong lai. Cho dén bay gid, ching
ta rdt hinh dién v& mot dic thu vin héa
dan tdc: d6 la ching ta c6 vay mugn va
hoc héi tir bén ngoai (vin minh Bong va
TAy) tuy vy qudc hon qudc tiy va sic
thdi tinh hoa ¢ hitu ctia dan toc vin dudc
duy tri tron ven ma khong bi 1€ thudc,
ddng héa hay mat goc. Ngudgc lai, néu
tu tudng ngoai lai ndo 1am xdo tron trat
tu x4 hoi, tiéu diét ban chi't dic thu cla
vin héa va di ngugc lai quyén 1gi quoc
gia dan toc 4t phdi bi dao thdi bat cit gid
nao. Hién trang tan rd cda chi nghia
Cong San 1a mot vi du dién hinh. D6 1a
tinh than ba't khuat clia dan tdc Viét Nam
khong dé bi dong héa béi tu tudng bat
chinh khdng can biét tir ai gdy nén hay
dudi hinh thidc ndo. TAt ca ching ta, dic
biét 12 gi6i lanh dao sdng sudt phdi ti€p
tuc bdo vé€ nudi dudng va phdt huy tinh
than nay song song vdi ti€n trinh cifu
nudc va canh tin toan dién.

Nhung muén canh tin qudc gia,
chiing ta phai hdi sinh tinh than din toc
trude. b6 1a mdt st ménh kha quan trong
ma gidi lanh dao dic biét luu y. Chiing
ta phai thanh thuc chdp nhin tinh than
dan toc Viét Nam dang bi sa sit traim
trong néu khong mudn néi 1a té liét va
bai hoai. Piéu nay ciing dé hiéu vi dan
toc bi don ép va tdn thuong qud ning
bdi hai manh luc chién tranh va y thitc
hé Cong sdn va Tu ban. Thém vao do,
thién tai ti€p dién trién mién vi khi hau
va dia du bat 1gi.

DE ddi tir hoa sang phiic, ching ta phai
nhic d€n Han Phi, mot triét gia ndi tiéng
titng xac dinh ‘Thoi thé thay doi ma phép
tri dan khong thay doi thi sé loan’.



Mudn viy, chuyén dau tién la phdi
ch&n hung tinh thin dan tdc. C6 hai phucng
cach: (1) Xay dung mot tinh thin hoan toan
md&i theo d6 cac dic thu va van hdéa dan
toc bi thay th& bdi cdc trr tudng qué khich
cuc doan; hay la (2) Xay dung mot tinh
than dan tdc hdoa dong véi hai nén vin minh

bong phuong va Tay phuong.

Chd truong thit nhat chic chin that
bai. That vay, chi thuy&t Cong Sdn du
nhap vao Viét Nam k& tir 1930 gy nén
thdm hoa hién tai. Diéunay dd d€ ching
minh phuong cdch nay bi nhdn dan tir
ch6i va dao thdi mot cach quyét liét.

Phuong cdch thif hai 13 su tdng hgp
ctia hai nén vin minh Pong va Tay. Giai
phdp ndy c6 nhi€u cd hodi thanh cong vi
cdc ly do: Thit nhit 1a ngudi Viét Nam
ti€p tuc duy tri vin héa, phong tuc va
ddc tht dan toc dang c6. Thit nhi 1a xa
hdi khong bi xdo tron vi khong can phai
trdi qua nhitng thdi ky tdy ndo, thanh
tritng hay cdach mang ddm mau d€ don
ép tu tudng khong quen thudc vao tiém
thitc ty nhién ctia con ngudi. Thit ba 1a
khai phéng tinh thin din toc vdi cic tu
tudng ti€n bd hudng vé quyén 1gi ngudi
dan nhu: ty-do, dan quyén, din chi, din
sinh, phép tri, tin ngudng, v.v. TAt ca cdc

tu tudng ti€n bd ngoai nhap déu duge
thanh loc va diéu kién héa néu cin va
dugc qudc dan phé chudn. Thatra, bing
phuong phdp thi hai, ching ta chi cap
nhut héa cdc tu tudng khd quen thudc
nay. C6 di€u 1a trong qud khit ching ta
bd 13 hay chua ¢6 cd hoi dp dung né ma
thoi. Phuong cdch nay phdi cin mot co
cAu chinh quyén do dan chon lya, dé 1a
mdt co ch€ Dan Chd Phdp Tri, va nhian
dan sé& truc ti€p ki€m sodt gidi lanh dao
biing 14 phi€u cda ho.

Trudc mdt clia nhitng ai con huéng
vé qué huong, thi bdi cdnh Viét Nam bay
gid 12 mot bai todn vd cung phic tap
chita nhiéu ddp s cho cic vin dé nan-
gidinhu: (1) Vin minh Bong phuong chd
trong nhi€u vé dic duc, ning vé ly
thuyé&t, nhung thi€u cd ché chinh tri thyc
dung; ngudc lai (2) vin minh Tay
phuong, néu dugc thanh loc, phii c6 thdi
gian d€ hoa nhip, vi nén vin minh nay
chd trong thyc dung ma xem thudng dic
duc; (3) tiém lyc qudc gia dang bi st
dung bira bai, phung phi; (4) thién tai vi
dia dubatlgi; (5) vin hda va dan tri dang
bi dau doc lac hudng; (6) trat tu xa hoi
dang & th€ bi tri thay vi ty tri; (6) su de
doa lanh thd va cht quyén tir tham-qudc
Trung Cong; (7) tinh than din tdc bi giao
dong sa sit 1am mat niém tin vao sic
manh va tiém ning ba't khui't cda din
toc. C6 thé néi, sy thanh bai clia cong
cudc hung qudc tiry thudc khd nhiéu vao
ddp s6 cudi cung d6 13 sy hoi sinh tinh
than dan toc, mot yéu td then chdt trong
cudc cich mang toan di€n dé bit dau
cho mot ky- nguyén mdi tir nam 2000.

D6 1a nhitng cdn trd trim trong di
va dang don ép dan tdc vio cdi thé lac
hau, nghéo déi quin quai chiu dung cd
chiéu dai cia th& ky 20 ma chua tim ra
16i thodt:

Qué téi nghéo ldm ai oi,
Miua dong thiéu do, miia hé thiéu dn.

V6i tinh thin bat-khud't sin c6 va
sy dong 1ong clia ching ta véi tim niém
‘Tan nhan lyc tri thién mang’ thi ‘hét con
bi cuc tdi hoi thdi lai’ s& dudc tii tao
trén qué-huong, vi lich st da nhiéu 1an
ching minh ‘Ddn muén la troi mudn’.

Ngoai Thanh Vuong Chi Pao, ching
ta con c6 ‘Binh Thu Yéu Ludc’ cia
Huong Pao vuong Tran Qudc Tudn néi
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vé€ binh-lugc dai thing quin Nguyén

(1285), va Binh Binh vuong Lé Ldi néi

vé chi€n-thuit dai thing quan Minh v.v

1a nhitng oanh 1iét cta lich st din toc

ma chdng ta phdi ty hao va noi guong.
D& chia tay, sau diy 1a mot phin clia

bai hich khi Lé Lgi thong linh son ha,

Ngai d€ lai cho hiu th€ mot dng-vin

chinh-tri bt hi biing ngoi biit 4i qudc

clia tién sinh Nguyé&n Trai trong kiét-tdc

Binh Ngb Pai Cdo (1427):

‘Non nudc coi bo da khdc,

Bdc Nam phong tuc van riéng,

Co do gdy dung trdi Triéu, Dinh, Ly,

Trdn,

D& bd tranh hung cung Hdn, Puong,

Nguyén, Tong.

Tuy manh, yéu tirng khi ¢é khdc,

Nhung hao kiét chdng thud nao khong.

Cho nén:

Ldy dai-nghia ma thdng dugc hung tan,

Ldy chi-nhan ma de dugc cuong bao.’
(Nguyén Trdi, Binh Ngo Pai Cdo)
Va bay gis:

‘Bét-khudt tién-nhan la thé,

Manh stc, yéu chuSc & dau?

Tai sao ta khéng ding dén né!

Dé xitng danh la con chdu Tién-Rong.

MGdi that tinh mén déan yéu nudc.

D6 la ‘Ludn C6 Suy Kim’ vay!

S§ Nguyén, sdng 1dp vién
‘Tia Sang Viét Nam, Nam 2000’

Chii thich:

(1) Trudc d6 1a thdi tién-sit @6
300,000 nim

(2) Ky nguyén Thién Chda, tinh ti
ndm Chia Jesus gidng sinh. Trudc Thién
Chia vi€t tit 1a (tr. TC)

(3) Nha Hau-Ly (1010-1225 TC) tir
Ly Thai TS d&€n Ly Chiéu Hoang. Trudc
d6 c6 nha Tién-Ly, titc Ly Bon (544-602
TC).

(4) Nha Tién-Lé (980-1009 TC) tir
Lé Pai Hanh d&€n Lé Long Pinh (Ngoa
Tri€u), sau d6 c6 nha Hau-Lé (1428-
1527 TC) titc 13 Lé Thai T6 (Lé Loi)

(5) Dai-Trugng-phu hay dai-nhdn,
ngudi qudn-tit ¢6 ich cho xa hoi

(6) Manh Ti: cha dé clia chii thuyé&t
déan-quyén (sinh 372 tr. TC)

(7) Vua Ngoa Triéu 12 vua hay niim
trong khi nghi triéu.



Nhd,

Mot nim nita lai sip stta troi qua,
va ta sip slra in thém cdi Tét thi mudi
& noi di't khdch r6i d6. Nhé nghi coi,
mudi ndm roi, ta khong dugc thay nhitng
cianh én bdo Xuin, hodc nhitng nu mai
vang nhi nd chao dén nang Xuan. Ciing
hon mudi ndm, ta khong c6 cd hdi dugc
nghe nhitng ti€ng phéo let det mdi goi
nang Xudn, hodc thic tring dém trd
chuyén bén b&ép hdng ctia 16 banh chung.
& day 6 1é ta da bi mat di cdi xon xao,
cdi n6n nao mong dgi Tt dén. Phii
chiing ta da bi “thuc t€ héa”, hay “hgp
thitc héa”, hoic “dong héa” rdi ching?

Nhé di, nhic t6i “d6ng héa”, ta thay
ngudi badn x § ddy c6 modt phong tuc
rit 12 hay d€ d6n chio mdt nim méi;
ngudi ta goi né 1a “Nghi Quyét Pau
Nim” — New Year Resolution. Trong
nhitng ngay con lai clia ndm cii, ngudi
ta xét lai con ngudi cia minh trong sudt
ndm qua va coi xem con ngudi minh cé
nén thay ddi d€ 1am con ngudi ctia minh
trong ndm mdi. Ta nghi ngudi Viét minh
cling c6 nhitng phong tuc tuong ty nhirng
¢6 18 hoi triru tugng va khong c6 cu thé
nhu ngudi ban xd & ddy. N6i ra diy, ta
mudn nhé gitip ta giit nhitng “Nghi Quyét
Piu Nam”.

Nhé bi€t khong, tuy sinh s6ng & noi

GUI NHO... .

tam su dau nam

da't khach va da nhan noi day lam qué
huong thit hai, nhitng ngudi tré VN vin
lu6n ludn c6 ging giit gin truyén thdng
dan toc, nhat 13 nhitng ngay 1& T&t &
truyén. B4t dau tf nim qua, mot s anh
chi em tré & diy dén Tt biing cdch lo t6
chitc Hoi Chg Tét... nao 1a hop hanh, tap
dgt, thio k& hoach, lam tho, viét vin...
6i thoi dd mén dn chdi. Vui thi cling rat
12 vui, tuy nhién phdi lo rd't 1a nhiéu
chuyén. T&t cang gan ké, su lo Au cang
chdt chdng; lo cho chuong trinh viin nghé,
lo tai chdnh chi thu, lo quéng cdo thdng
tin cho cong ddng, lo in 4n bdo Xuan...
lo tung birng khéi Itra ludn d6. Pugc dip
sinh hoat chung, ta thau hi€u dugc su hy
sinh, 10ng nhié€t tim, va tinh y clia nhitng
anh chi em trong ban t3 chitc. Néu Nhé
1a ta, chic nhd cling phdi thdn phuc vi
su hy sinh thdi gid, cOng sic, va tai cla
ma ho di bd ra d€ dem lai niém vui clia
ngay Té&t cho ddng huong ngudi Viét,
ddng thdi gidi thiéu cdi hay vé dep clia
dan tdc Viét Nam tdi ngudi ban xa.
Nhung nhé di, ta cdm thay con ¢6
rit nhi€u anh chi em khdc véi rat nhiéu
khd niing, chuyén mon, va tai tri. Nhitng
ngudi nay dang con khiém nhudng va e
de chua chiu khoe tai sitc ctia minh. Nho
thit nghi coi, n€u tat ¢4 moi ngudi chiu
didng ra dong gép tai ning va suc lyc thi
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khong khi clia nhitng ngay TEt s&€ vui t6i
chirng nao. N6i cho nhd nghe nhe, uéc
nguyén dau nim clia ta 12 mong sao tat
cd cdc anh chi em gia tré 16n bé clng
hgp tdc v6i nhau tS chifc nhitng hdi chg
Té&t that qui md, that dic sic, that vui
nhon d€ chiing ta hinh dién khoe khoang
nhitng cdi vé dep din tdc cia ngudi Viét
Nam chiing ta, va d€ con chidu ching ta
sau nay ludn hiéu bi€t, hanh dién, va tu
hio vé giong madu Tién Rong chdy sudt
trong thé x4c ciing nhu tim tri clia chiing.
Ta hy vong nhd khong nghi ta vé& v3i xa
thyc t&. Ta nghi viéc d6 c6 thé xdy ra,
bdi vi ching ta ciing 1am mot viéc véi
mot muc dich thi tai sao lai khong hgp
tdc v4i nhau chi? Chim ngdn cé ndi,
“N€&u ban nghi dugc, ban sé néi dudgc.
Né&u ban néi dudc, ban sé viét dugc. Néu
ban viét dugc, ban s& 1am dugc.”

Chiic nhé mot nim mdi an lanh, vui
vé, va hanh phic. Chiic nhé githédi duge
nhiéu thanh qua trong nim nay, va giff
dugc nhitng nghi quy€t diu nim ctia nhd.
Nhé phéi nhé gidp ta nita nhe.

[,




LAM QUEN CONG TAC VIEN

NON SONG

NGOC NGAI}I

nghia 16n trong nhitng viéc lam nho

MOdi chd nhat hang tuan tir 10 gid
sdng d&n 12 gid trua. Ghé toa
soan Non SOng, ban s€ “hot” lay
vG61 khong khi lam viéc rOn rang
cia anh chi em trong Ban Bién
Tap. Gip gd v6i nhau mdi sdng Chi
Nhat, sau khi sudt c3 tuan lo 1am, lo hoc...
Tu chli nhiém, chd bit, d&€n cdc ban K§
Thuat, Quing Cdo, Layout... thoi thi ct
181 ca 1én dé trao ddi cong viéc v6i nhau
cho kip cdc s6 bdo. Tuong phdn véi
nhitng trai tim sdi ndi 4y, Ngoc Ngin co
thu ky dugc xem nhu ¢d gdi it néi, thim
ling nhat. Giong néi thanh, nhé nhe. Nu
cudi hién hoa. Phong thdi khoan thai, diu
dang nhu mot c6 meéo nhd. Ngoc Ngin
dé tao dudc su cAm mén clia moi ngudi.
Ngoc Ngan dén véi Non Song vao
thdng 5 ndm 1996, 1a thu ky cia tap chi
Non S6ng, ¢ ludn theo st nhitng budi
hop... lién mién mdi tudn cia Ban Bién
Tap! Thé nhung, theo chiing t6i dudgc
biét, cong viéc thudng xuyén cia cd 1a
lo vé phian k€ todn cho tap chi Non Song,
ngoai ra cd con gitp cho Ban Bién Tap
ddnh bai v8 va t6i dugc bi€t day ciing 1a
phan chi€m nhiéu thdi gian nhat ctia co.
MOi khi nhan bai giao lai tir c6, anh chii
bit rat hai long va an tim. Mot diém
son khdac: Ngoc Ngan bao gid cling giao
bai s6m hoic ding han, d€ cdc bién tap
vién c6 thdi gian ki€m va stta bai.
Ngoc Nganla vdy. Ludn nhe nhang.
Thim ling lam tron nhitng viéc dugc
giao v6i mdt tinh thin trdch nhiém cao.
Khi biét ching toi vi€t bai nay, Ngian
goi va bén I&n ndi: “... Viéc em lam, c6
gl ddng k€ diu anh!”, va c6 cho bi€t sinh
hoat chung 12 mdt niém vui va dé la
nhitng gi® gidi tri cia ¢ sau nhitng ngay
hoc mét mdi. Su khiém t6n va tinh than
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hing say lam viéc cia ¢6 lam chiing toi
cdm ddng. Viéc lam nao ciling vay, du
nhd, nhung néu 1am véi mot tinh than
nghiém tic, trach nhiém... déu c6 mot y
nghia 16n.

V6i nhitng dic tinh 6t cda minh,
chiing tdi tin chic, Ngoc Ngan sé& 1am
dudc nhitng viéc lam 16n, quan trong hon
trong ddi song clia co.

Hién nay c6 la sinh vién cda trudng
California State University tai Fullerton,
California, theo hoc vé nganh Kinh
Doanh. Udc vong trong tudng lai clia co
l1a s& tr§ thanh mot ngudi thanh cong
trong kinh doanh.

Xin tran trong vi€t vé Ngoc Ngan,
mot thanh vién ciia Non SOng va nhitng
viéc 1am “nhd”, nhu 15i néi khiém ton
cua cd vdi ban doc.

Nguyén Vii (TCNS)




CO NGAY

Tu Dan & lang hoc d6t, ham chdi, hay
ba hoa chich choe. Gia dinh @0 an, anh
em dong, cha me thudng la rdy Tu Dan vé
cic théi hu tat xau. Vi th€ modt hom Tu
Dan hiing hdn tuyén bd bd nha 14p nghiép
phuong xa, khong cin cha me dong y. Tu
Dan dé lai sau lung nhiéu cau hita hen bit
dau bing hai chit: ¢6 ngay...

Ngay Tét, lang qué Viét Nam, cdc
gdnh hdt cdi luong nhé dugc goi ndm na
gdnh Biu Teo thudng déng d6 & ngdi
dinh chinh trong lang, t8 chic trinh dién
nhi¢u dém, trudc gitp vui sau hdt bac.
Nim d6 12 nim tudi cia Tu Dan, nim
con H8. Tu Dan vé nha sau mot thai gian
dai xa cdch. B& ngoai trong banh bao,
dién mao tudi tinh va chao mirng gia dinh
bing 16i mdi cd nha di xem cai luong toi
nay vdéi sy ngac nhién hin hoan ciia cha
me; Tu Dan da 1ap nghiép & gdnh hdt va
6 tén tudi rat u cdi luong nhu anh néi:
c6 ngay...

Pém d6 dién tudbng Vo Tong da hd,
gia dinh Tu DAn hdo hitc theo d&i du
tudng nay hau nhv nim ndo, ganh nio
ciing hat tai dinh.  lang mdi nam Tét
dén chi ¢6 cédch gidi trf lanh manh duy
nhat khong nham chdn 1a coi hat boi va
cailuong dui tudng tich cii rich, dién vién
khong diéu luyén. V3 tudng dién gan hét
van khong thdy Tu Dan xuit hién trén
san khau; cd nha thic thdm cho d&n lic
ha man. Dan lang vui vé ban tdn kéo
nhau ra vé, trong khong khi ndo nhiét
Tu Dan c¢6 mit truSc hang loat cAu hdi
ctia cha me, anh em. V§i ban tinh ¢6 hitu
Tu Dan trd 15i hét siic nghiém trang c6
phan hinh dién ring vai anh déng rat
quan trong tuong duong véi kép chdanh
titc vai Vo Tong. N€u thi€u anh v§ dién
s& thi't bai. C4c cAu hdi lai don dap tin
cong; Tw Dan nhan manh tirng tiéng: “Toi
thy cd nha say swa thudng thic, toi cd
stc di€n, gam rong that 16n, ving viy
dir ddi, trong vai con cop, toi dong dat
dé&n d6 dng bau phai thudng thém tién
va khen nggi hét 15i. Ba m4d thdy khong,
c6 ngay...!?

N ~ ~ ﬂ
Mat ngay nao... 4 5
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cho tron got uat Uc 3 g Ty B
Uét, cb di tham - Iy
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nhiing ran nit trong long nguore...
PE mbt chibu ndio ta chot thdy cb don
thoang ngd ngang, tay 6m vai
roi bt khée

L

Suong xubhg dén

Xuan Doi

4i6 vBn ha dan rbi toc
Ngbi it minh trong vien tudng, Mot doi gay

xua o chap chon. Cho ky e R ,
A A N L A Thém mbt 1an xuan dén
nhu rén 1en loi chiu Toi o
oAl s Thém mot noi bubn vuong
cua mot ngay..

N Gib xuén bubn voi voi

Dén, véinhigt tinh ‘
) ; Troi xuan lanh thé luon

B, sa0 tron chay? ' g

Loi hifa ndio rbi cling vay — chét — thirh tho Nhé khi xua xudn goi

Ol Ao giéc cif mién man, dat Ao Hoa xuén rang muon phuong

Giot, Moi ngudi wui dén &t
tiing got Phéo vang ron khdp duong
ru cho dém say — tinh mong. D3N tré tho hén hé
Co Tim (UCI) Huong xuén ngép phé phuding

Budm hoa vao mia hen

Xuén chan chia yéu thuong

Hbm nay trén vien xif
Xuén bé ngd bén duorng
Vi mdy ai tha thiét

Pén xuan & tha huong
Xuain o budn chang nhi?
Cho kiép s6ng v thudng
Hen mia sau xuén nhé

Trén qué me than thuong

Bao hgudi con d&t Vigt

Dén em khdp ph8 phudng
Thai binh vui xuéin mdi
Trén T6 Qubc théan thuongl!

Trong Thifc

/
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Xudn dén cho long viuong ndi nho

Tinh nguoi, tinh ban, tinh qué huong
Mong sao sém ngay vé tham lai

Cho long xéa ndi niém nhd thuong.
(Thén ting nhitng ngudi Vi€t tha huong)

Mila xuin dilai d€n. Thadm thodt da
chin mua xudn ling 1€ trdi qua theo dong
thdi gian. Thodng chdc cling da chin muia
xun toi chura duge mot 1an vé thim qué
Me, chua mot 1an dm Me, chuwa mot 1an
tham laiba con, thfiy cd, banbe, va ciing
chura mot 1an tim lai dugc cdnh dim Am
clia tinh gia dinh mdi khi xuan vé.

Ct mdi nim xuin vé trén x@ ngudi,
d6i vé6i toi 1a mot ndi u budn to 16n, sy
thi€u ving tinh dAm 4m clia gia dinh. Va
ctt th& chin nim dai ding ding trdi qua,
t0i da t6t nghiép trung hoc va cd dai hoc.
Toi da chd, chd mii cho d€n ngay tdi ra
trudng dé c6 thé vé thim lai mot1an qué
Me yéu dau.

... Sau khi sip hanh ly vao va-li, toi
da voi di ngli sém, chuin bi cudc hanh
trinh dai mudi mdy ti€ng dong hd. Long
toi lic nao cling nao nao, rao ryc, mong
sao thdi gian tr6i qua thit nhanh. Lic
nay kim ddng hd nhu chay that chim.
Tirng gio, tirng phiit, tirng gidy doi véi
t6i 12 cd mot sy mong mdi. Chua kip dé
ddng hd reo dénh thic, t6i da voi day
dé kiém lai nhitng gidy t& can thi€t cho
kip chuy&n bay 7 gid sdng. Quang cinh
phi trudng lic nay cang lam td6i thém ndn
nao khi c¢6 kha nhiéu ngudi Viét ciing
vé€ qué huong dn Tt nhy toi.

Sudt 16 ti€ng dong ho trén mdy bay,
t6i mét 14 cd ngudi nhung tim hon thi
lai vui mirng, mong sao cho s6m dén noi
dé t6i c6 thé gip lai ngudi Me kinh yéu,
va cd nhitng ngudi thAn ma toi di xa cdch
chin nim nay. Phiit gidy vui mirng nhat
cling da dé€n khi co ti€p vién bdo mdy
bay dang ddp xudng phi trudng Tan Son
Nha't. BuSc xudng mdy bay, tdi di mat
hét 2 ti€ng ddng hd @€ 1am thd tuc va
ki€m tra hanh Iy. Ra khdi cdng, tir xa xa
t6i da thdy bong ddng clia Me than yéu
dang vy tay chao dén. Oi! Phit gidy
vui mirng nay tdi khong thé nao dién t3
ndi, sy vui mirng trong toi khi dugc 6m
ngudi Me kinh yéu da xa cdch bdy lau
nay, va nhit 12 dugc Me 6m trong vong
tay triu mén. Ban tay gay com nhd nhoi

UAN qué me

clia Me that 1a &m dp va bao la. Toi da
khéc va khéc thit nhiu trong sy vui
mirng hanh phiic clia sy sum vay gia
dinh, va cho ndi 1ong clia mdt ngudi con
xa x@ khi vé thim lai qué huong.

Khong khi miia xuin lai mot 1an nita
tr& vé, chi con ba ngay nita 12 budc sang
xuan Dinh Sttu. Moi ngudi ai ndy ciling
ban rdn trong viéc mua sim, phd x4 tAp
nap ngudi di mua sim, nhitng gian hang
banh mitt TEt thi khip moi noi. Ai niy déu
hén hd vui mitng chuin bi d6n mot nim
mdi. TruGe sdn nha t6i thi cling khong kém
phan nhon nhip clia nhitng ngudi ban hoa,
ho ban dd loai hoa, ndo 13 hoa dao, hoa
mai, cic vang, hoa chudi phéo, va nhitng
cay kiéng trong that dep mit. Toi ciing theo
Me va may di di sim Tét, ndo 1a mua thit
m& d€ chudn bi cho ndi thit kho nudc dira,
nao 1a tra, banh mit, dua hau, budi, mot
ciy mai vang va thém may chau hoa kiéng.
Toi cling da phu 6ng ba Noi géi nhitng
don banh tét, nhitng cdi banh chung dé
cting 6ng ba va 1am qua bi€u cho ba con
va ban be.

bém giao thira, khong khi thit 1a
dam am, cd gia dinh t6i dd quay quan
chuén bi moi thit d€ ciing Trdi Phat va
rudc Ong Ba TS Tién. Moi ngudi déu
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hén hd va vui mirng. Di Tu thi lo trung
mam ngli qua v6i ming cau, dira, du dd,
xoai, va mdt canh sung, sao cho ding
cAu chAm ngdn cta Viét Nam ta: “Ciu
vira di xai rdi sung tic”. Bac T4dm thi lo
mai muc vi€t nhitng cAu ddi d€ treo trén
cdy mai vang, mong sao cho mdt nim
méi day phiic lanh cho gia dinh. Toi va
Me t6i thi chuén bi nhang den tra nuéc
cling Troi Phat. Nhin moi ngudi hdn hd
vui vé, tdi vui mirng bi€t bao khi nhin
nhitng ngudi thin yéu dang & bén minh,
cdnh doan tu dAm 4m nay toi méi thdy
1ong minh xao xuy€n, thuong cho nhitng
ngudi Viét tha huong, khong c6 diéu kién
tr§ vé qué nha dé hudng tron ven sy hanh
phic cila mia xudn qué Me.

Mébng mot TEL, cd gia dinh toi di
vi€ng chuia Vinh Nghiém. Khong khi
trong chuia that Ia nhon nhip. Moi ngudi
tay cAm nhang dén, trdi cAy, banh mit.
Khéi huong trim ctia nhang bay nghi
ngit dd tao cho t6i mdt cdm gidc that
thodi mdi va yén tinh. Toi da cung Me
thdp nhitng cdy nhang trim huong that
thom trén chinh dién va mong sao cho
gia dinh toi gip nhiéu may min, va ludn
cd cho nhitng ngudi Viét tha huong mau
s6m ngay cé diéu kién vé thim lai qué



huong minh.

Moéng hai Tét, t6i cing Me t6i ti€p
dén nhitng ngudi thin d&€n chic TEL. Gip
lai ho t6i vui mirng khon xi€t khi thdy
gia dinh minh thit dim 4m, moi ngudi
ai nd'y ciing chic cho nhau nhitng 15i
chiic t6t dep nhat cho mot nim mdéi. Toi
mdi thit cAm nhin dugc tinh gia dinh,
tinh qué huong théit siu ddm trong 1ong
mdi ngudi con Viét xa xd. VA véi toi
khung cdnh nay that1a chita chan sy dAm
4m clia gia dinh ma di da chd dgi bdy
lau nay tUr khi t6i xa nha.

Mong Ba Tét, toi tim dé€n thim ngudi
thAy ma tdi kinh yéu nhat. Thiy vin con
cu ngu trong mot chung cu ngheo nan nhu
ldc thdy con day toi nim 16p Tam. Toc
thdy nay da bac tring, nhin bong ddng gay
va xanh xao clia thdy van ngdi cim cui
chdm bai trong mot cin nha nhd, t6i vd
cling mén phuc va kinh trong cong on clia
ngudi. D trong hoan cinh nio, thay van
mii di day d& mong sao gép mdt ban tay
nhé ctia minh d€ huéng din va truyén dat
ti€p cho th€ hé sau mot kién thifc song &
doi. Oi that cao quy lam sao cong on ciia
nhifng ngudi gd dau tré.

Sau hai tuan 1& vé thim lai qué nha
nhan dip t€t Pinh Stru, t6i da c6 lai that
nhiéu ky niém nhu thdi con & qué nha,
va doi véi toi mia xudn nim nay méi
that1a mot mlia xuén vui vé, hanh phic,
va dAm 4m, bén canh nhitng ngudi thin
yéu trong nhitng ngay dau xuin.

... Chi con lai mdy tuin 1& nira la
budc sang nim Mau Dan, t6i lai mot 1an
nita d6n xuin xa nha. Toi rat cdm xic
dugc ndi dau budn véi ti't cd ngudi Viét
clia chiing ta phdi dén xuan noi dat khach
qué ngudi ndy vi véi cudc song & diy
khong cho chiing ta c6 thdi gian d€ hudng
xuén nhu & qué nha. Chi c6 mot s& ngudi
Viét ching ta ¢ hgp lai ¢§ ging tao
khong khi va huong vi Tét Viét Nam dé
ciing hudng cho 4m 1dong trong nhitng
ngdy xuin cta nhitng ngudi con xa xd.
Xin mugn bai vi€t nay gdi dé€n nhitng
ngudi Viét tha hudng mot 13i chic 5t
dep nhi't cho nim méi va hy vong riing
chiing ta s& sém vé thim lai qué Me
trong mot ngdy khong xa 1dm.

Thoai My

-

Mot Sang Mua Xuan

Ngot hoa thom |4 mé em hong
Mzi vang ruc ré tién mia dbng
Séng xuan em thifc long phoit phdi
Narg carh hoa vang tinh Ién khoi.
Nay em hay dé anh quy xubng
Nang rhe tay nga dat moi hon
Mat troi méc ¢ nén viva dé
Nhur 4 em hbing mbt séng xubn,
Quach Cudng

Galifornia

Nu Cugi Xuan

Hom qua xuén vé
Trén mét, mi em
Trén lan téc xBa
Trén bo mdi duyén

N N
Trén doi mé lin dong tién

Hom nay xudn con
Trén vong eo thon
Trén da thit ngot
Trén dbi th tang

Trén doi rang tring thing hang

Nay em cé phai thén tién

Quach Cudng
California

\

N\ Z A v/Q /§ 0
Ny cuoi em xba, rmudn phién tran gan...

N\ 7 A f A N
Nu cuoi em xba, tran gian mupn phién...

N
Em cuoi xuén ny, tirh nghiéng tim veé..

Vong Co Nhan

Xuén lai vé ddy vdi thé rhén,

Viing ma tan rung bt bao on.
May troi theo gib troi lo ling,

Xa lan khéi méng, chat bang khudng,

Nguoi bbng charh long rhd o8 rhén,
On trang nhat ky dz phai dén.
Suong khuya nang got, bo mbi méng,

Nguqc dong ky (e, phiit mbng van.

Carh tric nghiéng minh, rii ngoai san,
Pém nay vii tru lng dong dén.
Poi theo con nudc dong xubi chay,

N&m chdly, théng lun, chit gian trun,

Khanh vang ol phén anh song “Ngan”,
Sao hdm 4n hién e xa gan.
Méng cii quay vé trong khoc khoéi,

\
Mo béng Xuén vé, vong cb rhén.

Bé Ngoan (CNCD)
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