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(Tding anh Fbién va ede ban déng eanlt)

Ta hen ban chiu tmiing 2 Tét
Ghé rha anh ban ubng vaily
Nghe c8u tho c6 hoa dao né

Ngém giot mua chiéu 46 thuding xun

D& nghe rnhiing quiing doi prigu bat
Ngbi k& cho rhau chuyén giang hb
Ao ngudivaiudt qua suong gid

Ta cling nia doi mua bui ngang

Ubng dam ly rugu déinh nhau néi
Chuyén that long rhu chuyén dbc thoi
Ai thuong nhiing ké doile van

Chuyén vg con nbi dé cudi try

Pén lic tubi chigu nghiéng bbng x&
Mdi hay trén thé chuyén phii du
Thuong nguoi tandi xin ding trach
G vay rhibukhi dugc phudce tu

Ubng dzm ly ruguhdo ki cé
Thua ngudi, ta y ching bon chen
Ngudi xua, dau thiéu tay trithic
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VE trong hoa clic, ngam trang lén

Tabét doital dingkhd

Nhumng ma c6 ké kho hon ta

Dérh garme c6 nguoi thua sach tii
Ta thua ndm céc ching hé chi

X4 girhing ké lam ta gign

Chéng qua hi nb ki€p ngudi théi
Biét ddu nhiing lic 101 qué db

Ta ciing lam bubn mbt t1 ngudi
Hzy néng ly ubng nay ruqu tét
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DE &m tronglong mot chit xuén
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Y rEng xudn t&t dng ngudi ca

Ban than tinh, ubng chéng thiy say

Ly huong, nhitng dia cling tam e
Hoai riém nhitng ngay hoa budm xua
Ban cii nhiéu tén chua 92p lai

BiET ddu da chét tannoinso

Nhc lai trm Bn ta byt chét

K& ramirh s0ng that b tai

Kiép ngudi nhitng 6 phong trén ca
Cé khac gl dau chuyén trudc sau
Xa qué ai cting t2m hoai cam

C6 ban ngdi ddy rhu & qué

Qué huong khdrg nhé ngudixuania
Hzy ¢t xemnoinay 12 qué

Thoi dua chairét ly nay nita

PE k& rhur minh dugc sbng vui

Mai sau khi chét cho dia chi

PE conrhduniia dudi amty
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Xudan!!!

Tain Ssi Gon MmmMé%WW
Nhit l i ta di dao che hoa
géﬂfﬁy cd y&‘ .. Mﬁ%y mdl déu chin gualll

Haan niim nio la ciong nhaw sank bude
D I chia ta hii bpe, cbu may ‘
Sbng nher ngisi... noi wit by lrding lay/1!
Hain ngory wwa cé me gicr lo A6t

T binh chung, hoo, mie , fhdo, dia
Hain by giv, ta whie nguni diz hét
Shdo giao thiva la ngé sing dém wwall!

Xudn & xit nguoi xudn tha huong
Bén phuong tdm hubng tuyét ddy duong
Mai vang phdo 46 Khdng mot mdnh

Chanh c6i [ong ai nhd c8 huong
Luiin it la, sac long lonk lant
’ ' W k4 ’ Xudn & noi ndy gié vdi mdy

%W bdnh feo, Mény mite dira, mitc hank
L/léé’ hel véi... sao audn vén con %y???

Tuyét roi tring xoa, suong phii ddy
Ndng dm gié ém diu roi nhi ?

Gid lanh hon ai ndi ding cay.
Kim dan Tit i )

Xudn & xa nha chang thdy vui
Hon xudn da bi tuyét chon vii
Puidng phd ving tanh Khéng mt bong
Tran ngdp hon ai ndi don coi

Xudn & qué nha cé budom hoa

Con xudn vién xit tuyét ddy nha
Muyi ndm xa cdch qué yéu ddu
MBi @6 xudn vé nhé thiét tha!
P.A.T

1-1-1996

(Ciing vao mdt mua xudn ndm trudc...)

Won Song



NHUNG PHONG TUC TET

I. Bai Cuong vé Am Lich.

& Viet Nam, ngay thing duva theo
Am Lich, tic 1a sy thay ddi cta chu
ky mit tring d€ 12 ngay thang d€ 1am
ngay thang.

Theo Am Lich, mdi nim c6 12
thang, mdi thang c6 29 hodc 30 ngay
va ¢ 355 ngay trong mdt naim. C&
khodng bon nim lai c6 thém mot
thing thd mudi ba (goi 1a thdng
nhuén) dé di€u chinh, 1a cho mdi nim
am lich c6 thé ding vao mua xuan.

Trong Am Lich, nhitng ndm dugc
dat tén cho 12 con gidp. Cit 12 ndm
1a lai h&t mot chu ky Am Lich khéi
dau bing nim Ty:

Ti (Chudt - Mouse), Stu (Trau -
Ox), Dan (Cop - Tiger), Meo (Méo-
Cat), Thin (Rong - Dragon), Ti (Rin -
Snake), Ngo (Ngua - Horse), Mui (Dé
- Goat), Than (Khi - Monkey), Dau
(Ga - Chicken), Tudt (Ché - Dog), Hgi
(Heo - Boar)

Tén mdi nim dudgc goi theo 12
con gidp va 10 “thi€én can.” Mudi
thién can do la:

Giap, At, Binh, Pinh, Mau, Ky,

Ban Bién Tap Non S

Canh, Tan, Nham, Qui, 18y tif nhitng
qué Am duong trong khoa dich hoc
boéng Phuong. Thi du: Miu-Thén,
Ky-Dau, Canh-Tua't, Tan-Hoi, NhaAm-
Ti,...Canh-Than,...Nham-Than,...

Nhu vay, cir ding (12/2) x 10 =
60 nim la mot tén dugc lap lai nhu
cli. Thi du: 60 ndm sau nam Mau-
Than 1968, tic 1a naAm 2088 s& mang
tén Mau-Than trd lai, hoan tit 1 chu
ky tén nam.

P& ¥ 1a trong mudi hai con gidp
k& trén, cich dit tén cho 4 con thi
cha Viét Nam va TAu c6 khic nhau,
dudgc liét ké nhu sau:

*Meo (Meo): Ngudi Tau goi la
nim con Thé (Thd). Piéu nay rit hgp
1y néu d€ y ring t8 tién ngudi Tau
song ddi du muc; con tS tién dan Viét
song bing nghé ndng. Do d6, nhitng
ddng cd 16n ctia Tau 1 ndi nudi dudng
thd rat tot, va nhitng gia dinh Viét
Nam ludn ludn can meo d€ bit chudt.
Hon nita, ngudi Viét Nam c6 gia dinh
tinh, thé hién qua viéc cu ngu thanh
ting lang bao quanh bdi liiy tre xanh
cua dan ta.
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*Mui (Dé): Tidc la dé nha. Ngudi
TAu goi la “Son Duong,” tirc 1a dé nii
[Ram]. Sy khéc biét c6 1€ cling phat
sinh tir d5i sdng du muc ctia TAu va
ndng nghiép cua Viét Nam.

*Hgi (Heo): La con heo nudi
trong nha, ngudi TAu chon con heo
rung (Boar).

*Sttu (Trau): Ngudi Tau goi 1a
trAu nii, dich theo ti€ng My 1a “Buf-
falo”; con ngudi Viét, do ddi song
ndng nghi€p, chon trau cay, dich sang
ti€ng My 1a “Carabao.”

Il. Ngudn Gac Tét.

Cho d€n nay, khong ai c6 thé
khing dinh T&t phat xuAt tir thdi nio.
Ngudi ta chi c6 thé dua trén nhitng
dd hinh khic trén tréng ddong Ngoc
Li tim thdy & Pong Son, phia Nam
Ha Noi, d€ hinh dung ra nhitng hoi
dua thuyé&n rong va nhitng man vii tip
thé da dugc didc trén trong ddng, mot
¢6 vat da dugc cac nha khio c6 xdc
dinh 12 da dugc ché tao tir 1,000 nim
trudc Thién Chaa.

Néu dya trén miia mang, thdi tiét



thi mién Bic, noi kh&i ngudn clia nén
van héa Viét Nam, c6 dugc mot thai
ti€t 1y tudng vao ngay dd xuin vé. Vi
Viét Nam chi ¢ hai mila mua va niing,
nhitng con mua xudn mién Bic c6 dic
tinh 1a that nhe (chi di 1am 4m 4o
ngudi ta). Do d6, diéu dé thay 1a ai
ciing mudn chung vui tip thé trong
thdi ti€t 1y tuwdng nhat, d6 1a mua
xuan; hinh thanh ngay T&t.

ll. Nhiing Phong Tuc Gia Binh Trony
Ngay Tét.

Tét 1a dip dé ngudi ta bi€u 16 tinh
thuong dé€n cho nhau qua nhitng 15i
chiic tung, nhitng mén qua dau nim.
Tét con 1a dip d€ ngudi ta thim viéng
than nhin, nhé vé t6 tién, cha dng
minh. Tét ciing 1a dip d€ ngudi ta tha
tht 16i 14m cho nhau. Theo diing
phong tuc Viét Nam, ai cling mudn
dugc vui tron ngay Tet va ngudi 16n
thudng diing dip Tet d€ tao hoa khi,
quén di nhitng xung d6t da x4y ra
trong nam.

1. D6t Phao Giao Thua.

Vao diing rang sing mdng mot
Tét (tifc vira qua 12 gid dém clia ngdy
cudi cling nim cii), ngudi ta bit diu
dot phdo khidp ndi d€ dén Giao Thira.
Nhiéu ngudi mé tin cho riing d6t phdo
diu nim c6 thé trir dugc th ma hay
nhitng oan hén ngudi chét 4m anh,
va nhu th€ c¢6 thé 1am ian may mdn
trong nim mdi.

2. Chic Tho.

Sang sém mdéng mot Tet sé& la
ngay danh cho con chiu trong nha
chiic tudi 6ng/ba, cha/me. Thong
thudng, con chiu trong nha s€ tu tap
dé€ dén chic tudi cic vi 16n hon trong
gia dinh d€ t3 1ong hi€u thio cia
minh d6i v6i 5 tién, dng ba, cha me.

3. Li Xi.

Ct mdi dip Tt dén la cdc em nhi
ddng Viet Nam lai nao nitc d€ nhan
nhitng mén tién do cic bac cha me,
c0, di, chuy, bac, anh, chi,... trao ting.
Pay ciing 1a dip d€ cic em nhin ra
ring minh di 16n thém mot tudi.

4. Xong Nha.

Nhiéu ngudi tin ring ngudi vao
nha minh dau tién trong hom mong
mot tét (goi 1a x6ng nha) s& 1a ngudi
tao van hén, sui cho gia dinh minh
trong c& nim. Vi th€, ¢ mdi nim 1a
ngudi ta nhd ngudi c6 van may xong
nha dum. C6 khi chli nha xdng nha

i. Thi chéo thuyén: T6 tién dan
Viét gidi nghé thly chi€n. Poi binh
hdi quan dau tién clia Viét Nam do
Cao Nhu, mot nit tuéng cia hai ba
Trung caAm dau, dugc lich s ghi ro 1
khodng 50 nim sau Thién Chia. Theo
truyén théng dé, ngudi ta thudng td

oy
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cho chinh ho né€u khong nhd dugc
ngudi khac.

IV. Nhifng Phong Tuc Xa Hoi Trong
Ngay Tét.

1. H3i Xuan.

Vén séng nghé néng nghiép,
ngudi Viet Nam quanh nim chan 1am
tay bun, chi c6 dip Tét 1a c6 thi gid dé
nghi ngoi. Vi th€, mdi lang thudng &
chi'c mot dip hoi hé vao mua xuan.
Tuy nhién, thdi gian t§ chitc khic
nhau tiy theo mdi lang; nhung thong
thudng ngudi ta chon dip Tét dé t6
chirc hoi xuan.

Nhiing tro choi trong hoi xuan that
kh6 ma ké hét, nhung nhitng trd thong
dung nhat la nhifng trd choi sau day:
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chttc nhitng gidi dua thuyén hang
nam. Ngudi tham du c6 thé boi theo
ddi hodc theo cd nhdn. Thudng
thudng, ngudi ta khua chiéng danh
trdng cho cudc dua dugc thém phan
hao hiing. Sinh hoat nay c6 thé dudc
nhin thdy trén thin cia trong dong
Ngoc Lii, mot ¢d vat trén 3,000 tudi
da dudc tim thdy & Bic Phan.

ii. Tha Chim: Ngay xua, chim bd
ciu la vat c6 thé dua tin le nhat va
chinh x4c nhit, lai c6 tri nhé khic
thudng. Do d6, chim bd ciu dudc
nhitng ngudi nudi dem tSi hdi xuan
dé thi. Thong thudng cic chl nudi
chim phéi huén luyén sao cho khi
nghe mot ti€ng trong 1&nh 12 dan chim
ddng loat bay 1én. Thé 1& chim thi



thudng tap trung chinh vao cach chon
chim, cdch nudi chim, va cdch tha
chim bay ra.

iii. Panh Pu: Thudng dudc trong
trén mot thra rudng trong lang vao
ngay 25, 26 thang Chap; gdm 8 cay
tre that chic chia thinh 2 bén, mbdi
bén tdm cdy. Trén dinh ciy du la
nhitng c& nheo (cd chif nhat, dai) bi€u
tugng cho ngay hdi trong lang. Treo
tir dinh cdy du xudng la nhitng gh&
diing cho trai gdi trong lang ngdi du.
Nho stic bat cliia than tre, ngudi chdi
ciy du cdm thay rat thich thd khi ¢6
thé du bdng 1én khong. Pay la trd
choi danh cho cac thanh nién nam ni.

iv. Panh vat: P& cao tinh than
thugng vo. Cdc do6i thd trong lang
thudng 12 nhitng ngudi biét vat. Khi
1én dai, thudng thuGng ngudi ta chi
mic khd. Chung quanh dai 13 ban
gidm khdo gdm cdc cu trong lang.
Trong khi thi, chiéng chong thudng
dudc khua 1én inh 6i d€ thic duc tinh
than thi dua. Hét nhu dd vat trong thé
van hoi ngay nay. Sau man do vat sé
12 man d6t phdo mirng cudc vui.

v. Thi Hit: G6m ba hinh thitc
chinh 12 hdt doi, hat vi, va hit d6.
DPudc dit ra nhim muc dich vira gidi
tri lanh manh vira gitdp cho trai gdi
trong lang c¢6 dip 1am quen hay té tinh
v6i nhau.

* Hat d6i: Hai bén nam nit, mdi
bén hiat mot cau d€ dap lai cau hat
bén kia.

* Hat vi: ThuGng 1a nhitng cau
tho, ca dao tinh t& & thé so sdnh. Sau
day 1a mot thi du:

Bay gi¢ ta gdp minh day

Nhu cd gdap nudc, nhu may gip
rong.

May gip rdng bit phong, bit vii
(1)

Ca gdp nudc con ngudc, con xudi.

(1) Phong, vii: gio, bdo

* H4t d6: Mot bén (nam hoic nif)
hat mot cau dd, phe con lai hat cau
tra 15i. LJi hat c6 thé 1ay tir ca dao,
tuc ngil; con giong hat thi tuy theo
tirng dia phudng. Thi du:

-ba:

Cai gi n6 bé, no cay

C4i gi n6 bé, n6 hay clra quyén.

2. Mda Lan.

Khong rd phat xuit tr thdi ndo,
ciing khong rd bt ngudn tir Viét Nam
hay tir TAu, ngdy nay ngudi ta chi c6
thé biét chic dudc vai sy kién sau day:

-Lan 12 mot trong bon con thi
trong huyén thoai 1a Long (Rong -
Dragon), Ly (doc treo ra thanh Lan,
mot loai thd dau su tir, minh ngua),
Quy (Rua - Turtle), va Phuong (?). Lan
12 mot loai su tif trong huyén thoai
(nhitng chuyén khéng rdé rét), nén
dich theo ding nghia phai dudc coi
12 “Lan dance.” P6i véi ngudi Tau,
Long 12 “con rdng” ciing chi c6 trong
huyén thoai, n€u dich theo ti€ng My
thi phdi 1a “dragon dance.”

-Mia lan 1a mot hinh théc gidi tri
tap thé, nhat 1a cho cic tré em. Ngay
xua, khi moi phuong tién déu han
hep, hinh dang sic s3 va oai hiing ciia
con lan c6 thé kich thich tré em, tao
cho cdc em nhitng dip vui thodi mai.

-Su khéc biét gitta Lan va Long
la & cai dudi: dudi Lan ngin, dudi
Long dai. Pau lan va diu long ciing
khéc nhau; k¥ thudt mia ciing khong
giong: mda l1an doi hdi nhitng dong
tdc manh; trong khi mia long doi hoi
nhitng dong tic mém mai va dep, do
d6 khong mét bing mda lan.

Thud xa xua, c6 1& cic doan mda
1an chi dugc trinh dién cho triéu dinh
coi. Sukién nay c6 thé dugc suy dién
th cdc bai nhac “Muda phugng,”
“Hoang Triéu,”... Tuy nhién, khi ch&
d6 quan chi cdo chung, ngudi ta 1ap
cac doan vii gitp vui cho dan gian.
Sau mdi dip gitip vui, ngudi mia lan
thudng xin tién d€ mua sim dung cu
bing cach xin tién ngudi ding xem.
Khan gié vi thich coi mda 1an nén khi
d6 hin khong ngai ti€c tién khi dua
tién ting hd vao miéng 1an. Theo ding
phong tuc Viét-Nam, mua 1an 1a mot
trd gidi trf danh riéng cho nhi dong.
Do d6, ngudi ta it mia lan vao ngay
Tét ma da s6 chi mda vaongay Trung-
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Thu.

3. Khai Bit Pau Xuan.

LA thid tiéu khién trang nha danh
riéng cho gidi tri thitc Viét Nam. Von
trong van chuong chit nghia, cic cu
ngay xua thudng muon ngay ddu nim,
v@i khoéi huong nghi ngtit va xac phdo
dd hdng, @€ tao thi hitng, viét thanh
mot bai tho nhan dip dau nam. Noi
dung ctia bai tho thudng 12 nhitng 15
tan tung thién nhién hay mdt nam mgi
tot dep.

Pai véi hoc tro, khai bit didu xuan
tugng trung cho 1ong hi€u hoc ciia dan
Viét. Khai bit ddu xuin dé ngudi hoc
sinh c6 dudc vin hay, chit t8t trong
nim mdéi.

Khi Han Hoc tan ta & Viét Nam,
phong tuc nay tr§ nén cang ngay cang
it dudc biét dén.

4. Cau Doi.

La mot trong nhitng trang tri gia
dinh clia dan Viét Nam, nhat 1a trong
gidi tri thirc. Nhitng cau ddi ngay xua
thuding dugc viét bing chit Tau, muc
TAu (12 loai myc kim tuy&n mau vang
hay tring) trén gidy d4, thudng la
nhitng 13i chiic ddu nim t5t dep. C6
ngudi tin ring treo ciu ddi trong nha
s& dudc nhitng 15i chic 4y ma hén
sudt nim; ngudi khic dung ciu doi
nhu mot 161 chic tung khach vao dip
diu nim. Khi Han Hoc di tan ta &
Viét Nam, ciu d6i ciing it dudc dung
dé&n hon (sau nay chi con dudc diing
nhu mdt thi trang di€m cho vui nha
trong nhitng ngay Tet), d&€n dd nha
tho Vii Pinh Lién da phdi md td mot
cédch chua x6t:

Méi ndm hoa dao né

Lai thdy éng dé gia

Bay muc Tau gidy dé

Bén phé’ dong nguoi qua...

Bao nhiéu nguodi thué viét

Tdm tdt ngoi khen tai...

Nhung mdi ndm mdi ving

Nguoi thué viét nay dau

Ong dé van ngoi ddy

Qua duong khong ai hay

Ld vang roi trén gidy

Ngoai troi mua bui bay...



5. Tranh Tét.

Tranh vé& dudc ding d€ trang tri
trong nha cho nhitng ngay T&t.
Thudng thudng, cit mdi cudi nim 1a
ngudi ta lai don dep, trang hoang nha
ctra @& chudn bi dén Xuan, va nhitng
biic tranh ¢8 gitip cho viéc trang tri
dugc thém lich su, thanh tao. Tranh
¢8 ¢6 nhiéu loai,
mot s& phat xuat
ir TAu, dung
nhitng dién tich
cia TAu. Mot s6
cuaViét Nam, dua
trén nhitng truyén
truyén miéng,
bi€n ¢d lich st hay
huyén thoai Viét
Nam. Budc tranh
“Nguu Lang, Chic
N©@” sau day la
mdt trong nhifng
bitc tranh c6 nhiéu
y nghia d6i véi
dan Viét Nam,
nhdt 1a trén
phuong di€én vin
héa:

Nguu Lang la
mot chang chdn
trdu trén thién dinh, chuyén nghé chan
trdau, yéu thuong mot nang Chiic Nit,
con gdi Thuong Pé, chuyén nghé théu
dét. Thuong Dé thdy hai nguoi yéu
nhau chdn thanh thi cdm déng, dich
thdn lam ddam cudi cho hai nguoi.

Sau khi chung séng vdi nhau, cd
hai vi mdi séng trong di Gn ma quén
cd bon phadn ciia minh: Nguu Lang thi
biéng hoc, bé bé cong viéc dong dng;
con Chiic Nitthi bé cd kim chi. Thuong
Dé'thdy vay gidn dit day hai nguoi hai
bén bo séng Ngdn Ha, chi cho gdp
nhau méi ndm mét ldn vao ngay mong
7 thdng 7 ém lich. Cit mdi ndm vao
ngay nay, Thiuong DE lai sai mot bdy
qua den bay lén troi dé bdc thanh mot
cdi cdu, goi la cdu O-Thude (titc cdu
Qua Pen) cho hai nguoi qua gdp gé
nhau.

Nhung médi ldn gdp nhau, hai

nguoi chi biét khdc, chung hoa nhiing
giot nudc mdt buén vui, dn di roi
xudng thé gian thanh mua khéng ngot.

Cit méi ndm vao khodng ddu
thdang bdy Am Lich, mién Bdc lai cé
nhitng con mua ndng hat kéo dai
nhiéu ngay; nguoi ta goi dé la “mua
Ngdu,” doc treo di tix chit “Nguu” (vi

nguoi Viet Nam cho Nguu Lang la mot
vi than nén kinh ngudng va trdanh goi
truc tiép tén Nguu).

Btc tranh “Nguu Lang, Chic N
t4 lai cdnh chia ly cta hai ngudi G hai
bén bd song Ngan, véi dan qua dang
bic cau O Thudc.

6. Canh Dao.

Diém dic biét cha mién Bic Viét
Nam Ia ct mdi dip vao Xuan 1a hoa
dao lai nd r0; diéu tuong tu xay ra
cho hoa mai & mién Nam. Vi th&, dao
va mai la hai loai hoa dic trung cho
ngay Tét & Viét Nam.

Cho hoa mai, ngudi ta phai cit
xén sao cho cainh mai cang it14, nhiéu
hoa cang tot, va phai nd ra vao khodng
mdng mot TéE.

Cho hoa dao, ngudi ta thuong kén
gidng bich-dao, tdc 1a loai chi c6 hoa
mau dé tugi ma khong c6 qua. Phong
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tuc choi hoa dao bit ngudn tir sy tich
vé hai vi than UAt-Lily va Than-Tra:

Ngay xua § ndi Bo-Séc ¢6 hai vi
than 12 Than-Tra va UAt-Liiy cai quan
dan quy. Quy nao lam hai din gian
s€ bi trirng phat ngay.

Ngay nay canh dao ngay TéEt
tugng trung cho hai vi thin trén. Ma

quy trong thdy canh dao phdi tranh
xa, do d6 huong hdn t6 tién sé& khong
bi ma quy quéy nhiéu.

7. Hai Loc Pau Xuan

(Loc: on bdng, on hué; con 1a
canh cdy non).

Sau khi di 1& dém cudi ciing cda
nim cii (quen goi 1a dém 30 Tév),
ngudi ta thudng ghé lai cdc cay cd thu
ndi dinh, chuia, hai mdt canh non dem
vé goi la canh 16¢; ngu y xin Troi DAt
dd tran on hué xudng cho gia dinh
ngudi hai trong sudt nim mdi. Canh
16¢ sau khi hai vé s& dudc treo trudc
clta nha hodc cim trén ban thg, tuy
theo mdi gia dinh.

8. Dung Cay Néu

(Néu = Nang 1én)

Tir 1au ddi da c6 truyén thuyét
vé cdy néu:

Ngay xua c6 mot thdi quy thudng



qudy nhiéu cdc chlia va dan gian
nhiéu qud khi€n moi ngudi phai cau
khan Phat. Phat lién xudng thé bit
It quy. Quy van lay xin tha va tir sau
xin chira khong ddm qué’y nhiéu nita.

Quy xin d4u hiéu d€ tranh thi
Phat tra 13i ring ndi nao c6 cdt phudn
ciy néu va c6 ric voi tring thi d6 1a
dat Phat, cAn phai tranh.

Tir d6, cit Tét d&n 13 ngudi ta cho
dung ciy néu & cdc chiia. Dan gian
ciing bit chudc trdng ciy néu trudc
clra nha. Nhitng ciy néu & cdc chuia
khdc vGi cAy néu & nha. Pinh cdy néu
G chila ¢6 ngon phudn (cd chit nhat
dai), c6 chi€c khanh sanh ling ling,
cham vao nhau gy ti€ng dong leng-
keng, va mot b6 vang. Néu & nha trai
lai khong c¢6 ngon phuén.

T&i ngay mdng 7 Tét, ngudi ta ha
ciy néu xudng sau mdt cudc cing 1&
Troi DAt & ngoai san goi 1a L& Khai
Ha. Sau d6, moi ngudi bit dau lam
viéc trG lai cho mot nim mdi.

9. Hon Non B va B& Can.

Hon non bd va bé can 1a nhitng
thd tiéu khién trang nha cla gi6i tri
thitc Viét Nam. ThuOng thudng, ngudi
ta dung hon non b bing cach cit ré
cdiclia cac ciy va trong trong mot bé
can. Khi cay gia di, cic ré phu s& cung
cap khong dti chat bd dé nuoi cay cho
16n nhu binh thudng. Bé can sé& dugc
thi€t tri v6i nhitng go san hd hoic d4
sao cho trong giong hinh ddi ndi. C4c
ciy cau gia sé& dugc dung 1én, va sau
cling trong giéng nhu mot viing ddi
nii c6 nhiéu loai cdy khdc nhau.
Trong nhitng dong sudi gid va nudc
chung quanh hon non b, ngudi ta tha
cac loai c4 kiéng di mau.

Tét dén, cac cu thudng udng tra
dam, nhai keo mach nha va ngdm hon
non by, coi d6 nhu mdt giang son
riéng clia minh.

10. Cay Canh.

Gidng nhu hon non b, day ciing
12 mot thd gidi tri rat thanh tao. Nhitng
cdy cénh nhu lan, cic, son-tra (tra
nii), miu don, hdng, hué, hoic nhitng
ciy nhu'mai, dao, quit, cam, budi, v.v...

dudc trong diy vudn, bao quanh hon
non bo. Chung quanh vudn con trong
dd loai hoa thom d€ huong hoa va
canh tri ¢6 thé hdoa hdp vdi nhau.

11. Co.

La thd tiéu khién cin rit nhiéu
tri ning cta b 6¢. Hai bén déu phai
tinh trudc tir nhiéu nudc. Chi 16 mot
nudc thdi ciing ¢6 thé din dén thaim
bai. C& tuéng gdm c6 hai loai la cd
quan va cd ngudi: cd quan dung quan
cd d€ chdi trén ban ¢ va cd ngudi
dung ngudi ding thay quin cd, choi
trén motbai datrong, c6 chiéng trong
thic giuc, c6 vo. V& truyén thong cd
tudng, di c6 mot truyén thuy&t trong
lich str Viét Nam:

Vao nim 1341-1360 & thdi vua
Trin Du Ton, nu6c ta dang & trong
thdi k¥ bi nuéc TAu dom ngé mudn
xam ling. Vua TAu sai s gid sang
nudc ta d€ thach déu cd vé6i vua Du
Ton. Nha vua ratlo ngai, sai tim ngudi
tai gidi dé dau cd vdi st gid TAu. Khi
Ay c6 mdt ngudi tén Vii Huyén 13 mo
cao thli vé ¢ tuéng. Vii Huyén cam
doan s& thing st TAu nhung trin dau
phai bit dau vao giita trua va dng phai
dudc ditng hiu can vua trong ltic ddnh
cO.

Tran ddu dién ra ngoai bau trdi,
ké hau cin phdi ding che long cho
Vua va sif gid TAu. Long Vii Huyén
che cho Vua c¢6 duc mot 16 thiing dé
dng mit trSi chi€u qua. Vii Huyén
huéng din tia ning chi€u xuéng trén
ban cd @& Vua theo d6 ma di. K&t qua
12 vua Du Ton toan thing. NhJ chién
thdng nay ma vua TAu cho vua DuTon
12 ngudi tai ma khong ddm gay han.

Ngay nay, c¥ tuéng 1la mot trong
nhitng trd choi truyén thong ctia dian
toc Viét Nam ta, nhat 1a trong nhitng
ngay hoi xuan.

12. Sic Sac. Sic Sé.

Tai nhitng laing qué & mién Bic
Viét Nam, trong nhitng dém 30 Tét,
tré con nha ngheo thudng tu tip thanh
tirng doan, d€n nhitng nha giau trong
lang dé xin tién. Pita di ddu cAm mot
céi lon hoic mot 6ng tre, vira di vira
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g0, trong khi cd dam hat theo bai dong
dao sau day:

Nha nao, nha nay,

Con den, con lita,

M6 civa cho anh em chiing tdi vao.

Budc lén giuong cao,

Théy déi rong dp.

Budc xudng giuong thap,

Thdy doi rong chdu.

Buéc ra ding sau,

Thdy nha ngdi lop.

Voi ong con buic,

Ngua 6ng con cam.

Ong séng mot tram,

Thém ndm tudi lé.

Vo 6ng sinh dé

Nhiing con tét lanh,

Nhiing con nhu tranh,

Nhitng con nhu roi.

(1) Giudng cao: giudng c6 chin
cao.

(2) Rdng ap: rong & day chi su
giau sang, phi quy.

(3) Giudng thap: giudng c¢6 chan
thap, 12 loai giudng thit nhi & Viét
Nam.

(4) Nha ng6i: maingdi la thit mai
nha l1am bing dit dd, bi€u tugng clia
su gidu c6. B&i vi & Viét Nam, chi
nhitng nha gidu méi dim lgp mai ngéi.

(5) Mot tram: tiic mot trim tudi,
12 1tta tudi ma ngudi Viét cho ring da
“tho,” titc 12 song 1au mo cach ly tudng
10i.

(6) Nhu tranh: ¢ diy chi nhitng
dda con ly tudng, dep nhu tranh veé.

(7) Nhu 16i: & day chi nhitng dita
con mip map, my mAm nhu nhitng
chii biip-bé trong tudng mia réi (kidu
puppet show clia My).

Di nhién, trén day chi 1a nhitng
phong tuc phd thong nhat clia ngay
Té&t. Mudn biét tit cA moi phong tuc,
ngudi ta cAn di khdp bd cdi Viét Nam
dé tra ctiu & tirng dia phuong. Diu sao,
bai vi€t nay cling da phan 4nh phan
nao nhitng phong tuc chinh ctia ngudi
Viét Nam trong ngay Tét, gop phan
nho nhd trong cong cudc phat trién
ki€n thifc cho gidi tré va bao ton vin
héa nuéc nha. O



THE CUSTOMS OF TET

I. General Information ahout the
Lunar Calendar

In Viet-Nam, the calendar is
based on the cycle which the moon
revolves around the earth. According
to the Lunar calendar, there are 12
months in a year, 29 or 30 days in a
month, and 355 days in a year. About
once every four years there is be a 13-
month year (leap year) to adjust the
cycle so that the beginning of each
Lunar calendar year always occurs in
the spring season.

In addition, there is a cycle of 12
years, symbolized by animals in the
following order:

Ti (rat or mouse), Sttu (ox or cara-
bao), Dan (tiger), Meo (cat), Thin
(dragon), Ti (snake), Ngo (horse), Mui
(goat), Than (monkey), Dau (chicken
or rooster), Tuat (dog), Hdi (pig).
There are also 10 “Thi€n Can’s” in the
following order: Giép,At, Binh, Pinh,
Mau, Ky, Canh, TAn, Nhim, Quy
which come from oriental astrology.

The formal name for each year is
the combination of one of the 12 ani-

mal names and one of the 10 Thién
Can’s. The following year will bear
the name of the next animal and
Thién Can on the lists. (e.g., Mau
Than, Ky Dau, Canh Tuit, etc.)There-
fore, each combined name will repeat
every (12/2) x 10 = 60 years. For ex-
ample: 1968 was named Mau Than,
and this name will recur in 2028, com-
pleting a cycle of name combination.

Note that there are some differ-
ences between the Chinese and Viet-
namese naming conventions for the
animals:

* Meo (cat): The Chinese call this
the year of the Rabbit. This is reason-
able if we noticed that the early Chi-
nese led a nomadic life while the Viet-
namese lived in farming communities.
The big pasture land of China was a
good place to raise rabbits while the
Vietnamese household kept cats to
catch mice. Moreover, the Vietnam-
ese have always been family oriented,
living in villages surrounded by bam-
boo fencing.

* Mui (goat): means the domes-
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tic goat. The Chinese refer to this year
as the year of the Ram. The difference
probably arose from the lifestyles
explained above.

* Hoi (pig): the domestic pig. The
Chinese choose to name this year the
Boar.

* Sttu (0x): The Chinese symbol-
ize this year with the Buffalo while
the Vietnamese prefer to use the farm
ox called the Carabao.

Il. The Origin of Tet.

Until now no one could be cer-
tain when Tét had originated. Based
on the figures carved on the Ngoc Lii
brass drum found in Pong Son, south
of Ha Noi, one can imagine the group
activities, especially the dragon boat
races and the dances that took place
about 1,000 BC.

Northern Viet-Nam, the birth
place of the Vietnamese culture, could
be considered as the ideal place in the
spring season. Even the spring rain in
northern Viét-Nam is very light; it
only drizzles enough to damp one’s



clothes. It is so natural to feel like cel-
ebrating in that ideal weather, hence
T&t was born.

lll. The Tét Family Customs

Tét is the occasion for people to
show love for one another through
wishes and gifts at the beginning of
the year. Tét is a time to visit relatives
and commemorate one’s ancestors.
Tét is also a time for forgiveness and
reconciliation. According to Vietnam-
ese Tét tradition, everyone wants to
enjoy the whole celebration. Hence,
everyone tries to be in his best mood;
parents try not to scold the children,
and adults try to heal old wounds and
to forget about conflicts happened
during the year.

1. Firecrackers

During Tét people light firecrack-
ers to celebrate the New Year. Many
superstitious people believe that the
loud sounds of the firecrackers could
drive away evil spirits or haunted
souls, hence their business will pros-
per in the new year.

2. Longevity Wishes

New Year’s Day is the time for the
children and grandchildren to wish
their parents and grandparents a long
and healthy life. According to the
Vietnamese custom, young people will
all gather to wish the elders good health
to show love and respect for their an-
cestors, grandparents, and parents.

3. Li Xi (Children Gift Giving)

During Tét young Vietnamese
children eagerly await money given
to them by their parents, aunts and
uncles, older brothers and sisters...
This is also the time for them to real-
ized that they are a year older.

4. The First Footer

Many people believe that the first
person who comes to their doorstep
on New Year’s Day is the one who
would bring either good or bad luck
for the whole year. Therefore, they
usually ask a lucky person to set the
first step into the house for them.

Sometimes the owner himself per-
forms this ritual if he cannot find any
other person.

IV. The Social Customs During Tet

1. The T&t Festival

Living in an agricultural country,
most Vietnamese do their farmwork
during the year so that when Té&t
comes they can have some rest.
Hence, each village holds its own fes-
tival in the spring. Although each vil-
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lage has a different schedule, people
usually choose to have the festival
during Tét.

a. Boat Races: The Metnamese
ancestors were skillful sea warriors.
The first naval troops were headed by
Caso Nhu, a courageous leader under
Trung sisters in the year 50 AD. Ac-
cording to tradition, people usually
organize annual boat race. The par-
ticipants can race as teams or individu-
als. Usually people beat drum to make
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the race more exciting. This activity
can be seen on the Ngoc L brass
drum, a 3,000 years old artifact found
in northern Viet-Nam.

b. Bird Liberation: In ancient
times, pigeons were used to deliver
news and messages because they pos-
sessed outstanding homing skills.
Some people would bring their pi-
geons to the Tét festival to compete.
Usually the owners train their birds so
that upon hearing a drum beat they

would all fly up. The owners are
judged on the choice of pigeons, the
way they are raised, and the way they
are released.

c. Swinging Contest: The swing
is usually installed on a field on the
25, 26 of the twelfth month. It is com-
posed of eight bamboo trees divided
into two groups of fours. On top of
each bamboo tree a flag is tied to sig-
nify the village’s festival symbol. The
swing seats are attached by strings to



the top of the bamboo trees so that
young men and women in the village
can stand and swing. Due to the flex-
ibility of the bamboo trees the swing
can get very high. This is the favorite
game for young people.

d. Wrestling: This game demon-
strates the spirit of martial art. The
wrestlers are those with good martial
arts skills. When they come to the ring
they only wear a loin cloth. The
judges are selected from the elders of
the village. The spirit of the game is
uplifted by the constant beating of the
drums

e. Singing Contest: The contest is
composed of 3 categories: hat doi
(counter singing), hat vi (analogous
singing), and hat d6 (riddle singing).
The purpose of the contest is to give
the young men and women of the vil-
lage a chance to meet and to show the
love for one another.

* Hat d6i: The group is divided
into a men’s and a women’s sides; one
side sings a sentence or question and
the other side counters with a witty
response.

* Hat vi: Usually the lyrics come
from short love poems written in com-
parative style. For example:

Now that I have met you,

I feel like fish in water, like clouds
with dragon.

Clouds and dragon draw wind and
storm,

Fish in water merrily swim.

* Hat d&: One side sings a riddle
and the other side tries to come up
with the answer. The lyrics come from
popular folk songs. The singing styles
vary from province to province. For
example:

-What is small and hot?

What is small yet powerful?

-Peppercorn is small and hot.

Coin is small yet powerful.

2. Lion Dance

The origin of the dance is un-
known-it is not known whether it was
started in Viet-Nam or China. One can

only be certain of the following facts:

- Lan is one of the four mythical
animals: Long (dragon), Ly (or Lan is
an animal that has a lion’s head and a
horse’s body), Quy (turtle), and
Phugng (phoenix). According to my-
thology, Lan is a kind of lion, hence
the dance should be called Lan dance.
To the Chinese, Long or dragon is also
a mythical animal.

- Dragon dance is a children’s
group activity. In past times, when
there were not a lot of recreational
activities, the colorful and powerful
shape of the lan attracted children’s
interests, giving them a joyful time.

- The differences between Lan
and Long are the tail and the head:
Lan’s tail is short while Long’s tail is
long. Furthermore, the dance tech-
niques are different: Lan dance re-
quires agile, and graceful movements,
henceforth less tiresome than the Lan
dance.

Formerly, the dance troops only
performed for royalty. This fact could
be deduced from the names of Viet-
namese dance songs such as “Phoe-
nix Dance,” “Royal Court Dance.”
However, when the feudal system
came to an end, the dance was intro-
duced to the general public. After
each performance the dancers ask the
audience for donation so they can buy
equipment. Since the people love Lan
dances they feed without hesitation
to the Lan’s mouth. According to true
Vietnamese custom, the Lan dances
are reserved for children only. Thus
most of the them the dance is per-
formed during the children’s festival
in the middle of the eighth month of
the Lunar year.

3. New Year’s Poetry Writing

This is the favorite pastime of the
Vietnamese scholar. Being very fond
of literature and poetry, the ancient
scholar, usually on New Year’s day,
was inspired by the burning incense
and the red firecrackers to create po-
ems for the New Year. The poems usu-
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ally praised the beauty of nature or
the wonderful new year.

To the students, New Year’s po-
etry writing symbolizes the Vietnam-
ese love for education. They hope to
succeed with their schoolwork in the
coming year. When the Chinese in-
fluence started to die down in Viét
Nam, this custom also followed.

4. Scrolls

In the cultured family scrolls are
used as decorative items. The words
are written in Chinese characters with
gold and silver ink o red paper. They
are usually wishes for the New Year.
People believe that those wishes will
bring luck to the family throughout
the year so they use them as fits to
friends. When Chinese Literature
became less popular, scrolls also fell
out of fashion, so much that a Vietnam-
ese poet, Vii Binh Lién, once bitterly
described in his “The Old Scholar’:

“Each year when the peach flow-
ers blossomed

Once again appeared the old
scholar

Laying out his Chinese ink and
red paper

On the busy street

Many people came for his scrolls

Praising his talent

Butless people came as the years
went by

Where have they gone?

The old scholar still sat there

Ignored by passerby

Dead leaves fallen on the paper

Rain dust swept by

This year when the peach flow-
ers blossom

The old scholar does not return

People from years past

Where are their souls now?”

5. Tét Paintings:

Tét Paintings are used to decorate
the house. Usually people start to
clean and decorate their houses at the
end of the year. Classic paintings help
to make the house more elegant.



There are different styles: some origi-
nated in China depicting the Chinese
historical stories, some from Vietnam-
ese folklore or mythology. The paint-
ing with the subject “Nguu Lang Chirc

side of the Ngdn Ha (the Milky Way),
and they were allowed to be reunited
only once a year on the 7th of the 7th
month. On that date the King of
Heaven ordered black ravens to fly up
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N’ is one of the most popular in Viet-
namese culture:

Nguu Lang was a carabao shep-
herd in heaven. He fell in love with
Chitc Nit, the daughter of the King of
Heaven, who specialized in weaving
and embroidering. The King approved
of their love and allowed them to get
marry. However, after the wedding, the
couple were so busy spending time with
each other that they neglected their
responsibilities: Nguu Lang aban-
doned his studies and his agricultural
tasks, and Chuic Nit forgot about her
weaving and embroidering. The King
noticed that and became very angry.
He ordered to have them separated
fromone another. Each was sent to one

making a bridge called O Thudc
(Black Ravens) so the young couple
couldwalk across to see each other.
However, during their brief re-
union the young couple was so emo-
tional that they could not do or say
anything but cry. Their tears became
heavy rain falling down on earth.
Each year early in the 7th month,
northern Viét-Nam always experi-
ences heavy rainfall which could last
several days: people called it “Mua
Ngéu.” They altered the pronuncia-
tion of “Nguu” since the Vietnamese
always thought of Nguu Lang as a
god, they have to avoid pronouncing
his exact name out of respect for him.
The painting “Nguu Lang, Chiic
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Nit” depicts the scene where the two
young unfortunate people were on
the two Ngan Ha banks while the
ravens were constructing the O Thudc
bridge.

6. The Peach Blossom Branch

One of the special features of
northern Viét-Nam is each year in the
spring time, the peach flowers blos-
som, and the same occurs for “mai”
flowers in the South. Hence, peach
blossoms and mai blossoms are spe-
cial symbols for Tét in Vét-Nam.
People often give each other a branch
of peach or mai blossoms. The mai
branch has to be selected so that it
only has a few leaves with a lot of
flowers, and the flowers would bloom
fully on New Year’s days. The peach
branch is chosen so that it has a bright
red color and fruitless. The enjoy-
ment of the peach blossoms origi-
nated from the story of the two gods
Uit Liiy and Than Tra:

Once upon a time on B¢ Sdc
mountain there were two gods Thdn
Tra and Udt Lity who watched over a
group of devils and spirits. The spirits
that were harmful to the people would
be punished.

Later on, the peach blossom
branch was considered to symbolize
these gods. The evil spirits would be
scared away when they saw the
branches and, therefore, the spirits of
the ancestors will not be bothered.

7. Hai Loc

On New Year’s Eve, coming back
from the temple, people usually stop
by the big tree in the village to pluck
off a young branch where the leaves
are beginning to form since it symbol-
izes the favors that will be bestowed
on the household by Heaven and
Earth in the new year. The branch will
either be hung in front of each house
or displayed on the altar.

8. Cay Néu (The Tet Pole)

There is a folk tale about the Néu
pole:

Long ago there was a period of



time when the devil cam to bother
temples and people so much that
people started to pray to the Buddha.
Buddha then materialized to catch the
veil spirits. The devils asked forgive-
ness and promised that they would
never raise havoc again. The devil
asked for a symbol from the Buddha.
Buddha said wherever there is a Néu
pole with a long flag on the top and a
white line around the foot, it is
Buddha’s territory and the evil spirits
have to stay away.

Since then, when T&t comes,
people set the Néu pole up at the
temple. Common people also started
to raise the Néu pole in front of their
houses. But the pole in the temple is
different from the one in front of the
house. The top of the temple pole has
a long rectangular flag, there is a
chime, and some gold leaves. The
pole in front of the house does not
have the flag. On the 7th day of the
new year, the pole is taken down in a
ceremony thanking Heaven and Earth
called L& Khai Ha (The Ritual of Tak-
ing Down the Néu Pole). After the
ritual people start to go back to their
usually daily chores.

9. Pond and Rock Works

Pond and rock works are the pas-
time favorite of the Vietnamese up-
per class. Usually, one sets up the rock
work by cutting the main roots of trees
and plant them in a shallow pond.
When the trees grow old, the small
pond would not provide enough nu-
trients to the trees, causing them to
stay small. The pond is decorated with
rocks to imitate mountains and hills.
People also put in fish of different
colors.

During T&t, the old men drink tea,
eat candies and enjoy their pond and
rock works as if they are in their own
world.

10. Gardening

This is also an elegant pastime
activities. The decorative plants such
as orchid, chrysanthemum, camellia,

tuberose, rose, or kumquat, orange,
grapefruit, tangerine... are grown in
the garden, around the pond and rock
work. Flowering plants that emit fra-
grance like gardenia are also popular
since they create a harmonious atmo-
sphere with the surrounding scenery.

11. Chess

This is a game that requires a lot
of thinking. Both players have to pre-
calculate their moves. One wrong
move can cost a player the entire
game. The chessmen can be real
people; they move around in a big
area where they are cheered by the
sound of beating drum. There was a
story in Vietnamese history relating
to chess playing:

During the period of 1341-1369
when King Trin Du Ton was reign-
ing the country, China was planning
to invade Viét-Nam. The Chinese
Emperor sent a messenger to chal-
lenge the Vietnamese king to a game
of chess. The king was anxious to find
a good chess master to meet the chal-
lenger. At that time there was a tal-
ented chess player named Vin Huyén,
he guaranteed victory but the game
had to started at midday and he had
to stand besides the king. When the
game started, Vin Huyén, disguised
as an attendant, hold up a parasol for
the king and the messenger. The
king’s parasol had a little hold on the
top so the sun could shine through.
Vian Huyén directed the sun ray so
that is shone on the chess board show-
ing where the king should make the
next move. The result was that the
king scored a victory over the Chinese
messenger. The Chinese king thought
that King Du Tén was talented and
stopped his invasion plan.

Nowadays, chess is regarded as
the national and traditional game in
Viét-Nam, especially during the New
Year.

12. Siic Sdc, Sic Sé

In North Vietnam villages, on
New Year’s Eve, the poor children
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usually gathered into groups. They
came to the rich houses to ask for
money. The one in the front held a
container or a hollow bamboo stick,
he tapped on the stick as the group
went along and chanted the follow-
ing song:

Which house, like this house,

Still bright with lanterns and fire,
Open the door for us to visit
Stepping on the tall bed!

We see a couple of dragons, hatching.
Looking down the short bed,>

We see a couple of dragons, serving.
Stepping to the back yard,

We see the brick roof. 4

The elephant thou still tie,

Thee horse thou still hold.

Thou would live 100 years5

And would live five more.

Thee lady has

healthy children!

Who are as beautiful as ones on pic-
tures

And as chubby as puppets

(1) Tallbed: beds in Viét Nam are
made of wood with four legs at the
corners. Tall beds are ones with long
legs.

(2) Dragon: implies the owner’s
prosperity.

(3) Short bed: beds with short legs.

(4) Brick roof: in Viét Nam, only
the rich can afford brick roof, so that
brick roof implies the rich.

(5) Live 100 years: in Viét Nam,
the elder is more respectful than the
younger, and the age of 100 is like a
dream of many people.

Of course, the above are only
some of the most common Tét tradi-
tional customs. If one would like to
know all of the Vietnamese customs,
however, one must travel throughout
Viét Nam to search for different cus-
toms in each region. By summarizing
some of the major Vietnamese Tét
customs, this article hopes to contrib-
ute to the development of youths’
knowledge and preservation of the
Vietnamese cultural heritage. O
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ia Fen Dauw Nam

Bili Thanh Lié

ué vira xem ti-vi vira 4n. Mat

nang dan 1én trén man anh,

miéng nang nhai chép chép,
nhung dau 6c thi 1o ding dau dau. Gig
nay hai cdi gidc quan thi va vi khong
con ¢6 ti ép-phé nao ddi véi Hué. Pai
truyén hinh dang chi€u lai man kich
hai ma Hué rit va thich, khong hiéu
tai sao hdm nay nang thiy toan la
nhitng tro diéu rat d§. Tham chi c4i
mo6n bin thit nuéng ma nang dang xdi
12 m6n ma nang wa chudng nht, hom
nay bdng tr§ nén nhat nhéo, vo vi.

TAt ca 1a do thiing chdng ci-chén
clia nang ma ra. Nang di c6 ging gat
hinh béng gi ra khdi dau 6¢c nhung
khong thé nao lam dugc. HE ctt nghi
d&€n hidn 12 nang cdm thay sdi suc tim
can. Ba cu me ciia Hué tir trong phong
ngl budc ra, thi'y con gii dang ngdi
budn xo trén gh& sa-16ng. Cu hdi:

— Ua, céi Hué gid nay sao chua
v€ nha?

Li€u, ba chi cia Hué, trd 13i thay
cho cd em:

Vé sao dudc hd me, vo chdng
tui né con dang gidn nhau ma!

Ba cu xua tay:

— Oi dao, chiing may lai cit bay
vé&, 10 1dm chuyén. Vg chdong ddi lic
com khong lanh, canh khong ngot la
chuyén thudng. Phai chap nhan va tha
thtt 1an nhau thi méi song dugc chd.

WHon Song




Ba cu chi néi th&, nhung that su
trong thAm tAm cu khdng mudn con
bé nay diing cii nha clia thiing con ré
cu dé€ 1am noi lanh nan mdi khi vg
chdng n6 c6 chi€n tranh. Ngay trudc,
sau khi tong dugc “qua min nd chaim”
nay di, cu mirng hét nhén. Tudng thoat
nan, nhung khong. Bay gid hé ct luc
duc 14 né lai mod vé day doi in va.

Duong, con ré ciia cu, g6p ¥:

— Thi dé€ di Ay & tam day vai
ngay dau c6 sao dau, me. D€ khi nao
duong Ba né6 biét 16i, goi dién thoai
lai...

Hué ngit 15i dng anh ré:

— Sittc mAYy, con lau d6. Bay gis
khita 130 ¢6 goi lai nan ni em ciing
ché thém!

C4 ngudi néi 1An ngudi nghe déu
bi€t cau phat bi€u vira rdi khdng diing
st that, b&i vi may ngay t4 tic & day
h& nghe thiy c6 ti€ng dién thoai reo
1a Hué c@ chay lai hdi ai goi. Cai thai
dd thap thdm, sudt ngay ngdi chau
truc bén canh dién thoai clia nang cé
nha déu thiy ro.

Khong riéng gi ba cu, ma Liéu
cling mudn em g4i minh r5i khdi nha
ndy cang sém cang t6t. Mic du
Duong, chdng nang, chua c6 thai do
gi c¢6 thé goi 1a sim s5, nhung nang
tha ctt d& phong trudc cho chic in.
Liéu khong bao gid quén ring ngay
xua chinh Hué mdi 1a ngudi ma
Duong mudn tan tinh. Dao d6, ket cho
g 12 mdi khi goi lai d€ tin c6 em ma
co chi cit bit dién thoai. Lira gin rom
lau ngay ciing chdy, va két qua clia
suboc chay d6 1a mot bé trai that xinh.
DPén Iiic d6 thi Duong khong con mot
chon lua nao khac hon 14 két liu cudc
ddi doc than cta ga tr ddy. Ga tv an
i ring Au cling la “tinh em duyén
chi”. Sau nay Duong mdi rd la chi em
Liéu c6 thong dong truSc va Hué da
¢ tinh nhudng ga lai cho co chi.

Liéu bdo em:

— Tao thdy may lam nhu vay
ciing qui ddng 1im, Hué a!

Hué quic mit nhin chi:

—Em thay chd c¢6 gi la qua d4ng

ca. Chi tht nghi xem, ngdy mdi cudi
khita 130 hita hen d4 diéu: nao 12 cai
thudc 14, bd udng bia. Bay gid con
qué cha ngudi ta. Gan day lai sinh ra
cai tait ddnh bai. Khdng, em khong thé
chap nhan c6 mdt ngudi chdng nhu
vay dudgc.

Duong chen vd mdt ciu ba phai,
vO thudng vo phat:

— Piing rdi d6!

Duong vain ty hao 1a mot ngudi
chdng miu myc, nhung ban be thi goi
gd 1a “Nguyén Thi”, chi vi cd doi ga
khong bi€t dén bia rugu va thudc 14.

Liéu phan tich:

— Pan dng ai ciing “t d6 tudng”.
That ra dugng né nhu vay dau c6 dén
ndi ndo. Chi “mdi” vi pham c6 3 dicu
thdi ma. Hon nifa, theo chi nghi thi
dan 6ng ma khong biét hiit thudc va
udng bia thi khong phdi 1a dan 6ng!
Tuc ngit Viét Nam c6 cau: “nam vo
ttru nhu kY vo phong”, em khong biét
sao?

Cau n6i ctia Li€u lam chdng nhu
bi cham phdi noc ma nang nao hay.
Duong ra vé bat dong:

—Em néi vy thi anh bit dau tap
udng rugu va hit thudc cho em vira
long.

Li&u dm chong:

— Em 18 miéng néi bdy cho em
xin 16i di ma. Em chi mudn néi dén
nhitng ngudi dan 6ng khac thdi, con
chong cia em thi khong bia, khong
thudc cling 1a dan dng.

Diing 1a 1udi khong xuong nhi€u
dudng 14c 1éo. Nhin céi canh ba chi
va 6ng anh ré dang 4u y&m trén chiéc
gh€& d6i 1am Hué cdm thidy chuéng
mit, va tii thin v6 cling. Me nang
khuyén:

— Thoi, me nghi con nén vé nha
di, @€ chong né mong. Con vai ngiy
nita 1a T&t rdi, vg chdng nén nhudng
nhin 14n nhau @& giir hoa khi trong ba
ngay xuan.

— Khong, con khong vé dau.
Cung 1dm thi & lai diy dn T&t v6i bd
me va chi Liéu ludn, c6 sao dau.

Li€u nghe nhd em thdt ra cu d6
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lam nang niy ngudi 1én mdt ci nhu
bi dién giat. Tinh nang gidng ba me
& chd hay tin di doan. Nang nghi may
ngay dau nim ma ct phai nhin ci ban
mat him tai cda nhd em nang sg bi
xti quiy tron nim. Nang tim cach du
Hué vé nha:

— C6 gi thi ¢t vé nha truSc cai
da, moi su d€ ha hdi phan gidi. Vg
chong dau nim ma luc duc thi s& gay
16n sudt nim cho ma xem.

— Em cha sg!

Hué tuyén bd mot ciu chic nich.
Du khong dugc thi doa. Li€u dinh
him doa n€u nhd em khong nghe 13i
thi budc 10ng nang phdi mdi né ra
khoi nha. Bdng dung Itic d6 c6 tiéng
reng dién thoai. T ngay Hué sang
day ldnh nan, hé nghe c6 ti€ng dién
thoai 12 nang néi lién:

— Noéi 1a em khong c6 § day!

Nang n6i mai ddm ra moéi miéng
va bing thira, vi dau c6 ai goi lai ki€m
nang. Biy gid thi nang ching con
budn lap lai cai diép khic nay nira.
Sdn tién dang ngdi k& cai dién thoai,
Hué danh phai nhic 6ng nghe.

Nét mit ciia Hué bi€n ddi dan
dan, cang lic cang tuci hin ra. Chi
can nom qua nét mit nay thi c nha
déu biét ngudi goi 1a Du, chong nang.
Hué néi modt cAu nhd nhe trude khi
gic may:

—Da, chiéu nay em vé v&i minh.

Hué dit dién thoai xudng rdi
quay qua me:

— Nha con méi goi lai xin 16i va
kéu con v&. Anh n6i Tét nhat d&n noi
r6i, 4nh khong muén vg chong bt
hoa trong ba ngay xudn. Ping nhu
me nghi day.

Ba me ha hé:

— |t ra phii nhu th&. Th& méi
dang 12 r€ clia nha nay chi!

Hué noi tiép:

— Nha con cling hira 12 tir nay sé&
noi gudng anh Duong, titc 1a khong
bia, khong thudc, khong ¢ bac. Pay
ciing 12 quy&t tAm clia nha con trong
nim mdéi.

No6i xong Hué di vao phong thu



x€p db dac. Trén dién thoai lic ndy
Hué néi v6i Du 1a s& vé nha chiéu
nay. Nang chi néi viy @€ lam cao mot
chit thoi, chir that sy nang dang nén
néng mudn rdi khéi diy cang sém
cang tot.

Hué 14i xe vao khu siéu thi Phuéc
Loc Tho d€ mua vai mén banh miit
vé cling dng ba trong ba ngay Tet. V&
d&n nha, nang dau xe tir ding xa trudc
c6ng. Nang mudn danh cho chdong
mot cdi ngac nhién.

Tir ngoai cdng budc vao Hué da
nghe c6 ti€ng ngudi cudi néi vang
vong tlir bén trong phong khach; ti€ng
dan dng 6n a0 nhu v& chd. Hué vao
nha bing 16i ga-ra. Nang dan dan vg
1&, thi ra thiing chdng mic dich cta
nang van chiing nao tat niy, dang tu
tap ban be dé& nhau nhet va danh phé.
Thé& ma hdi niy gi ddm hita hen du
diéu trén dién thoai.

Hué buc qué, ném cai gié dung
banh trdi mot c4i ram 1&n trén san gb.
Ti€ng dong 1am Du giat minh. Ga voi
tam rdi cudc vui, buSc xudng tif phong
khach, di chan nam da chan xi€u. Du
ngac nhién khi nhan ra sy hién dién
clia ba v¢ & nha bép. Ga lén ti€ng
héi:

— Ua, em v& hdi nao vay? Sao
hdi ndy em néi 1a chiéu mdi vé ma?

Hué nghién ring:

— Anh ¢6 htta v4i t0i 1a bé nhau
nhet, c& bac rdi, phdi khong?

Du tinh bo:

— Ping vay!

Hué chi 1&én phong khéch:

— Anh giai thich cho t6i nghe.
M3ay 6ng dang tu tip lam gi trén
phong khach?

Du gii dau:

— Anh ¢6 hira v6i em 1a anh bd
may cai tit xAu nay. Nhung c6 mot
cai tAt xau nita ma anh chua bd dudgc.

— Tat gi?

Du cudi rudi, va dap ngon lanh:

— Tatnéi déi! O

Chiic Mitng Nam Moi
Nguyén Pdn Dinh St

Pai the xwin

T6i dang viEt mdt bai tho nho nhé
Gilta gizo thla, trén timg budc tha phuong.
Toan rhitng cAu thoat thai tw ndinhd
Cho nhitng g} con dé lai qué huong

Cho embé dang thiéu an thiéu misc
MBi xuin vé, mbt. dip kb dau them
Marh o mdi i trong mo knbng chic
Mén db chof, xa qué biEt déu tim

Cho rhitng chau con tudivita do Ién
NgB cut rbinén chéng cb tuong lzi
Gitta x& hdi dang vd cling hbn don
X20 tréloc Y a, ai chét misc al

Cho rhitng dita em, nhitng c6 chau géi
Budic cling db, drh chon ki€p 2n suiong
Tudi mudi ba, mang bao thai hily hoai
Khéng Kibu i ciing cay déng doan trudng

Cho t4t c&bame gia khbn khd

Cong lung mang rhiing ném thang dau bubn
Séng timo d& rangdi gbc phé

Dzm mé hnh ngo, cling mbt chuyén budrl

Cho rhitng nguoi cha ngap dbundnglia
Quérh trong chén nudc mat tron bin By
Niém udc mo di comngdy hai bira

R&t bith thuding rhung cling rat chua cay!

Cho rhiing cu gia, nhitng bng, rhiing bac
Chét khbng hgudi dugrc nbi nhuc son h
Con trong tim rhiéu dém nghe mubi xat
Ngary cubi ddi, zi ny mdt thay ma.

Cho d&t me tiing go rachnat

KE tiY ngay lich a7 18t trang den
Chua trir duqc i hai dan pha nude
LI & chiing conmbt i uon herl

Cho ngudilinh chia hai rrign dz chét
Chéc con dau canh huyrh dé tuong tan
Téi nghiép cac anh mbu xuong phi hét
Cailinh hon, chilc tAt c4 binh anl

Va cho toi themmbt namluulac

X 86 nguoilammodt ké ngu ngo

Vn tho xuéin van tiing cAu man méc
Niém rhé thuong, ndi tubi nhuc khdng bo!

Thanh Hitu Huyén

WHon Song
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Vhé vdi ta éhi la thin théi day!
Whuing ma sao ta day dict ééi léng
Khi méi lin é6 ké khde ngdm tréng
Theo béng nhé khudt ddin theo 16T ngo
Ta eam thdy mat minh whue idng dé

Ta ngai ngiing lkhi nhé mim eudi tuoi
(Odi mét ai hay giita phé’ khéng nguéi
Ciing da du lam long ta nghi vdin

Ta mudén héi sao whé ewdi vé vin,

Mhé mudn lam ta ty tive phdai ching?
Réi lgng thinh ta chdng néi chdng ring
e da gian el vi nguyén nhdn dy
Chdce é6 lé ta quen hoi ldm ddy

Whé véi ta chi mdi ban than théi!!!
bay phdai chding ta da lé yéu réi

Wén ta et budn vui vé duyén ed.

Odi Trung Whan

Xuan ca

ta mSi thdy xuén nhdp hon vii tru

Ludi thoi gian do bang tudi trang sao
trén dinh niicay ndy choi dam nu

rang ngan may vang tia don xudn vao
nhimg canh mairue ny vang dicm xuyct
hoivusn xudn ron ré khdp mudn phuong
SIS nhe rung trén nhing canh Ic bicc

ad ngdn hoa cung tau khiic nghé thucng

nguey tirdo vé day dém trir tich

dot dinh tram cho huong ngdt bay xa
Lrong bong L1 mot dém dlaitich mich
nét mue mS trong déng lidu thudt tha

ri bt do phong suong ta nhe budc
hon lang lang nhurthuong uyén mudn hoa
khong thoigian, khong cd dli sau trudc

clng dat troiron rd khiic xuén ca.

Tran Dinh Ngoc

Won Song



Ceon i

Ariane Pham (Golden West College)

Ay hom vi ban ron

ki€m tra mii sdng

hdém nay Tinh méi

ranh rbi d&€n ngim

tri€n 1dm tranh
trong san Cafeteria. C4c biic tranh déu
ban véGi gid $5 dollars cho cidc sinh
vién trong trudng.

— O, that ré qua. -- Tinh vira
nhoén miéng cudi vira nhin t& quiang
céo tranh trong tay.

Tinh thich nhat c4c bic tranh ba
chiéu (3 dimensions) thit ngd nghinh.
C{t nhin ddm dam vao bic tranh do
ndm phut thi tv nhi€n modt hinh ba
chiéu tir tir s& hién 1én. Tinh chgt nhé
1an dAu tién nhin bic tranh, nhd da bi
cac mau sic sic s 1am hoa cd mit.
Sau vailan “nhttc ddu nhicc mit,” nhd
da quen dan va da kham ph4 ra sy vi
diéu clia cc biic tranh “4n” nay. Tinh
ngiing lai va ngdi trudc mot bitc tranh
16n ba chiéu dua vao tudng, tay chong
1én cim va mit nhin thing vao bic
tranh ra vé suy tu.

Thitc dang rdo budc vé hudng
phong in bdng dirng lai. Thic ngdi

Won S69g

xudng chi€c ban trong gan d6, voi
vang m& quyén tip nhip dang cam.
Cay biit chi trong tay Thitc thodn tho#t
1én xudng, chay ngang doc trén trang
gid'y tring that nhanh nhen. Thitc say
sua v4i nhitng dudng cong nét hoa,
d4u Thic Itc cdi xudng ldc lai nging
1én. Phai chiang 1a mét hoa si dang
tr§ tai? Thic vé& thém vai sgi toc da
theo con gié thodng phdt trén ma co
g4i ngim tranh. Chi€c sd-mi tring co
mic cang lam ndi bt mai téc huyén
qué vai co. Dang dap c6 ngdi chong
tay 1én cim nhu dang mong mo diéu
gi. Thitc thodng udc minh 1a ngudi
“4y” ma cd dang nghi dén. Cod gii
trong that dé thuong... Thitc ngudc 1én
va chgt bit gip cip mit c6 bé nhin
vé phia minh. Thiic that bang hoang
khi c0 ta ri chd ngdm tranh dang ti€n
t6i. Mt co bé day vé lo ling.

Tinh strng s6t khi nhan ra chan
dung minh trén trang gidy. Tinh nita
s¢ hai nita khong tin, mai sau nhd méi
4p tng:

— Please, could you not draw me
anymore?



Thitc khong tra 16i, 1ing 1& nhin
xudng dat.

— “Chét 16i, phdi néi sao day.”

Thitc nghe c6 bé li nhi biing ti€ng
Viét.

“Thi ra c6 bé 1a ngudi Viét Nam.
Hen chi dé thuong qud,” Thitc mirng
thAm.

Tinh ludng cudng hoi:

— Can you sell this picture to me,
please?

Thitc nhin Tinh dong dac tra 16i:

— Bifc vé& nay to1 khong ban dau.

Thitc bt cudi thanh ti€ng khi doi
mit tron xoe diy ngac nhién ciia co
bé nhin minh.

Maii sau Tinh mé&i m& 15i:

— Anh...1a ngudi Viét hg?
Anh...anh 1am on bdn lai tAm tranh
cho toi.

Thitc qua quyét:

— Toi di néi rdi, tAim tranh nay
t6i khong ban. Nhung dé t6i mang vé
cham phd vai nét rdi s& mang ting
¢6. budgc chi?

Tinh ldng ting:

— Toi...toi...

OK, viy minh gip nhau & diy
tudn t6i, cling ngdy nay gio nay.

Tinh chua kip trd 161 Thic da
ditng day buGc nhanh.

Thitc ngoai dau nhic Tinh:

—NhG & day nhé.

Tinh nhin theo ding Thiic mat
din sau cdnh ctra phong dn. Tinh
ngin ngudi suy nghi mii, “Khong biét
cdi anh d6 la ai, sao ma trd qud.”
Nhung nghi lai cling thdy vui vui, thi
ra “ngudila mat Ay~ cling dan Mit nhu
Tinh. Suét tuan long Tinh ndn nao,
mong sao d&én ngay thi sdu dé Tinh
c6 thé ngdm tranh ctia minh. Tinh nhi
tham, “Khdng bi€t minh con nhéan ra
minh khong? Kéo ngudi trong tranh
dep hon ngudi that thi dau long qua.”
Cudi cung thit sdu cling phadi dén.
Tinh bd hé&t cdng viéc, c6 ging d&én
diing gid va hdi hop chd anh chang
la mdt hom nao. C6 bé néng 1ong nhin
ddng hd. Nira ti€ng rdi mot ti€ng trdi
qua that nhanh. P4 qud mot ti€ng

ddng hd ma ngudi vin biét tim tich,
dé Tinh cudi cling ling 1& bd di... Thi
sau tuan nay nhd lai d&€n ngdi tai chd
hen cii nhung nira ti€ng lai troi mau.
Tinh nghi minh that hoang dudng, “Ai
lai dgi chd mdt ngudi ho ‘Leo
huyén’.” That v van!! Tai sao minh
lai d€ tin ngudi nhu vay.” Co bé gian
minh qué dbi. Tinh ditng day voi cat
budc nhung chgt nghe ti€ng ving
vang phia sau.

—E, cobé, doi toi v6i. Di mau vay.

Miic 18i xin 16i cta Thic, Tinh
van than nhién. Thic dit bic hoa
trudc mat Tinh nhung c6 bé 1am 1i li€c
nhin cira s6.

Thic nin ni:

— Thoi cho xin di nhé. Chién
tranh lanh lam chi. Minh mé&i gép
nhau lAn thif hai thoi ma da “bén ni
bén ng” rdi. Bita @n trua nay cho tdi
dai d& chudc t0i, coi nhu ddnh hué
vay. Nao tranh nao an trua, bita nay
c6 ngudi tring s6 thi phai!

Tinh nhin ra ngay ti€ng clia anh
chang “ho L&o” nhung nhé khong
budn quay lai, ti€p tuc huéng vé
phong &n.

Thitic voi kéo chi€c gh& ngdi
trudc mit Tinh ¢8 gidi thich su 13 hen
ky trugc:

— Tuan trudc bit ¢d doi, toi that
xin 10i. T6i ban cong chuyén nén
khong d&n dugc. Hom nay t0i c6 dem
bic tranh cho c6. Mong c6 s€ thich.

Won Song

Su di dbm ctia Thic da trong gidy
14t 1am tan budn buc trong Tinh. Co
bé mim cudi nhin Thitc. Tinh va Thic
k&t ban trong mot tinh huéng bat ngd.
Tai khudn vién dai hoc & tinh 1i nho
nay chi c6 vén ven khong trén musi
sinh vién Viét Nam. Hau hét ho déu
trudng thanh tai M. Tir clr chi, 16i
n6i dén tén goi clia ho déu hap thu
van héa Tay phuong, duy chi c6 cai
ho Ia hoi mdt chit Viét Nam thoi.



Nhung diéu dé cang gin bé tinh ban thim thiét giita
Thirc va Tinh.
skeokeoskeoskoskosk

Thitc ding sau lung Tinh dong dac doc nhitng dong
chit trén trang v4:

— “Gip nhau 1am gi @€ rdi nhé r6i mong...” Tinh
dang vi€t gi vay? Xem nio, d€ anh sita chinh t3 cho.

Tinh loay hoay Vi€t vdi vang déng tap khi nghe
ti€ng Thiic.

Co6 bé ling tdng:

Em...em khong Vi€t gi cd. Anh Thifc nay cif tréu
ngudi ta hoai. Coi chitng b&n ¢6 nuong trd mit a nghe!

Thitc dd danh:

— Tinh viét gi vay? Cho anh coi thir dugc khong?

Tinh e then tra 16i:

— Khdng, em dinh viét may “chiim thd thin” choi
thoi ma. Pua anh coi @€ anh mang em lIam trd cudi sao.

— Thiét ma, anh mé&i doc may cau dau thiy hay hay.

Suy nghi mot 14t Thic néi tiép:

— P& anh mang ding bai tho clia Tinh trén bao
Non Song ctia Tong Hoi Sinh Vién nhé. Tui nay dang
rat can ngudi yéu tho yéu vin nhu em vay. Hay anh moi
Tinh d&n budi hop ban bién tip bio Non Sdng trén Tong
Hoi.

Thiic vin nhu vy, va du Tinh vao nhitng quy€t dinh
bat ngd nhu 1an diu hai dita quen nhau. Tinh khong
biét phdi trd 15i Thic ra sao nhung két cudc cod bé da
khdng quan dudng xa theo Thifc 14i xe hai ti€ng ddng
hd 1&énTéng Hoi Sinh Vién lam bdo mdi chii nhat. Khong
0 tif luc nao Tinh da hing say bdo chi cing anh Thic.
D6 1a niém an Gi duy nhit vi trude gi Tinh van 18 loi,
xa la v6i moi ngudi. Tinh thudng mic cAm qué mia so
véi cdc ngudi con gai duyén dang khic ciing la tudi.
Tinh khong son phan lai khong biét chung dién. C6 bé
ldc nao cling chi bi€t dén chi€c quan Jeans va so-mi
tring, d6 cling 1a y phuc hiing ngay ctia Tinh. Co bé
nghi ding minh von trdi bit thap, c6 chung dién thi thap
van hoan thip. Dién lam sao bing ngudi ta! Nhitng y
nghi 4y lam Tinh déi khi thd o lanh ling v6i chinh minh.
Tinh di rit vio mot thé giGi rieng dé an phan. Cd bé
rat s¢ bi ngudi ta danh gid vi c6 bé khong biét d5 15i
néu khdng may c6 ngudi chi trich. Tinh chi mong dudc
yén thoi. Sy trAim ling da chi€m 14y con ngudi Tinh.
Ngugc lai ¢ bé da trit hét tAm sy vao nhitng trang nhat
ky, nhitng bai tho, nhitng mau truyén ngin. Ngudi ta thi
mugn rudu gidi sdu con Tinh muon vin d€ gidi khuay
ndi niém. Tinh ludén nghi minh 14 c¢6 gii nhd tim thudng
khong dang gy chd y, mot cd gdi day tu ti mic cdm.

shoskeosk sk sk

Thitc chd Tinh 1én ddi hong gié sau mot tuAn mét
nhoai véi midterm. Tinh ngudc nhin nhitng tia ning nhat
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Xudn N ho

Xudn lai dén, thu qua, ong trong tréi
NhG bbng ngudi, nhd mai bude chan thu
L4 x30 xac dua ti chbn suong mi

Géi theo gib vivuloi hoi ngo.

Néng oi néng, sudilong ta ching 4
Mbt mla xudn céi mé séc carh dao
Carh mai vang né ro a xon xao

Mhg Nam M1 Niumg sao Ngudi chéng théy?

VAn am tham 101 nguyén xua git kg
Morg chiic Nguoi hoan hi 4o tréng ngén
DU d&irh réing chim nbi rudc triéu déng

Poi1an udc, nghin Ibn trong, da diét

YYén oarh reo ngd bbng ngudi tha thist
Dong ebng Fien réo réch ubn quanh co
Qua nlii tring ddng cha lozi chim bign

Cla miia Xuén, sbng niii chia thién nhign.

Hdi NgocYén
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thoi thép cudi chan trgi. C6 bé nhim
mit hit thd ba hoi that sdu d&€ dén
ludng khong khi lanh lanh ctia budi
hoang hon vao diy 16ng nguc. Tinh
thAm uSc thdi gid dai ra va cham lai
cho ¢cd bé dudc tin hudng gidy phit

diu xudng trang nhat ky d§ dang.
Thitc da bi Tinh lam ngay ngit
ngay tif ngay diu quen nhau. C bé
khong gidng nhu nhitng ngudi con gdi
khac; cd bé c6 mot cdi gi that 16i cudn,
that tho ngdy dang yéu. Tinh khong

quén Jeans va 4o thun xanh thdi trang
budc xudng cau thang. Co bé vdi hat
madi téc ngdn sang bén va nd nu cudi
duyén dang. Ai Linh, ngudi em duy
nhat cia Thtc, thdt xinh xdn dé
thuong.

Tinh thuong dao quanh cdi ho nhé gan dé thuéng thic bdc tranh son thay thién nhién.
Vao liic hoang hén, nhiing mau sic tim, vang, cam, xanh loang 16’ trén nén troi trong
nhu bat nuéc mau cua hoa si.

thién thin canh anh Thic. Nhitng
ngay hanh phic gin anh tuy don gidn
nhung that tuyét vdi. Nao nhitng chi
nhat theo anh 1én Tong Ho6i Sinh Vién
mi€t mai bio chi, nao nhitng bita com
tra hdi hd truSc gid vao 16p, rdi
nhitng ky midterm cling anh “déng
dd” & thu vién tir sém dén khi bi dudi
ra ngoai. VGi anh Thiac, Tinh c6 thé
ddi khi 1am con nit goi ly kem bdn
mau ma khong sg anh cudi.

Tinh thao thitc cd dém. Mot chut
gi vuong van..len 1én vao tAm hdn
Tinh. Tinh 1it nhe quyén nhat ky qua
mot trang trong. C6 bé bit dau nhitng
dong chit, “Hom nay anh Thdc va
minh...” Tén “Thitc” da qud quen
thudc trén nhitng trang nhat ky. Co
bé tuy héi phdi ching tinh ban gitra
hai nguGi dang r& vao mdt ngad xau
xa hon. Tinh cAm nhin dugc sy thay
ddi 16n trong 1ong, mot chiit bang
khuiang khi nhic dé€n anh Thic.
Nhung nhitng chém yéu duong déu
sém bi Tinh dap tit. Tinh khong ddm
nghi xa x01 ngoai viéc mong dudc gap
anh Thic mdi ngay la c6 bé man
nguyén rdi. Co bé nghi trén Téng Hoi
Sinh Vién khong thi€u ngudi dep, sé&
khdng t6i phién minh, c6 1€ anh Thic
di chon dudc y trung nhan rdi, c6 1&
anh chi xem minh 1a ngudi ban thudng
tham chi 1a ngudi em gdi dang tdi
nghiép thoi, c6 1€...co 1€... Nhitng sg
sét vu vo quay cudng trong tim tri boi
roi cia Tinh va ¢d bé thit vong guc

doi hdi va that t&€ nhi. Sy trAm ling
clia cd bé cang ting thém sy huyén
40 va Thitc cang to md mudn tim hiéu
thém vé Tinh. That d& thuong d6i khi
Thitc chd Tinh ghé qua cong vién trén
duding vé tir Tong Hoi. Co bé rit tir
tdi 40 nhitng mau banh mi khoé va rai
day dat. By chim bd cau dau d6 xa
xuéng md ngon lanh. Nhitng chi bd
cAu manh dan dén gin chan Tinh dé
nhit m&u banh mi. “Em Tinh that diy
long bac 4i,” Thitc thodng nghi. Mbi
khi Thiic can gitp d, c6 bé déu hién
dén nhu doc dugc ¥ nghi clia Thic.
C6 hém trdi mua tAm ta, Thic vira bé
thung bdo niang vita doi mua. Liic
Thitc ngling 1&n thi bit gip Tinh theo
sau che dit cho minh. C6 bé nd nu cudi
hién hoa nhin anh. Khi 4y Thifc cAm
thdy phan khdi, ganh niing cla thiing
bdo nhe hin va hat mua budt gia
khodng con y nghia nita. Thitc thim
cdm on tr&i da cho Thitc gapTinh. Anh
rAt mong din Tinh vé ra mit ba me
trong mot ngay that gan.

Ro6i Thiic ciing thuc hién dudc
niém udc. Thitc mJiTinh vé nha chai,
mugn cd 1a phai v& xong t6 quang cdo
trugc khi 1én Téng Hoi hom d6, nhung
suthatla d3 hoan tit cong viéc tir tuan
trudc.

— Tinh ngdi choi di, anh 1&n 1au
v& not tAm banner réi minh 1én Téng
Hoi. P& anh goi nhd em xudng néi
chuyén v6i Tinh.

Mot cd gdi trac tudi 20 trong bo

Won Song

— Chao chi, em biét chi 12 chiAn
Tinh.

Tinh khé& gat dau tr3 13i:

— Em la Ai Linh phai khong?

Ai Linh “da” nhe mot ti€ng doan
c6 bé nheo mit nhin anh Hai.

— Chi biét khdng, khong c6 ngay
nao ma anh Hai khong nhic dé&n tén
chi. H4, anh Hai tinh todn hay thiét,
i dudc chi An Tinh vé nha ra mit...a
khoéng...choi v6i em ne.

L& n6i bAt ngd ctia cd em gdi tinh
nghich 1am Thic giat minh.

Thitc voi dd 16i:

— Con nhé nhiéu chuyén. Mang
che cho chi Tinh an di.

Cé nha Thitc niém nd dén ti€p
Tinh. Gia dinh Thitc tuy chi c6 bdn
ngudi nhung thit ndng Am. Hai anh
em Thiic 16n 1&n trong tinh thuong cia
ba me va dudi mdi 4m gia dinh nén
Thic ludn vui cudi.

kst skokok

C6 mdt ngon ddi nhé dudce Tinh
dat tén la “cin phong thi€n nhién” vi
mdi chiéu sau gid tan hoc co6 bé déu
dén day lam bai hoic thid hdn lang
lang theo tling con gi6 thoang. Cin
phong nay chi cia riéng Tinh ma thoi.
Tinh thich thd nghe ti€ng liu lo cla
chim sé chuyén canh hoic ling ngim
biac mit trdi tit dén di ngd. Tinh
thudng dao quanh c4i hd nhé gan d6
thudng thic birc tranh son thily thién
nhién. Vao lic hoang hon, nhitng mau
séc tim, vang, cam, xanh loang 18 trén



nén trdi trong nhu bat nuéc mau clia
hoa si. HOm nay Tinh thém mot tudi.
Co6 bé ngdi trén mot go dat cao, hdi
hop thdo mén qua do chinh cd bé ting
cho minh. Tinh ning niu qui béng
bing thiy tinh (musical crystal snow-
ball) va vin diy c6t ba 1an. Mot diéu
nhac ém 4i tr6i 1én. Co bé 1ic nhe
qua béng va nhitng hat tuyét bay 1én
trong nudc. Lai mot cai sinh nhat am
thAm qua vi khong con ai nhé ngay
nay d€ ting qua cho co bé. That x6t
xa khi mdi nim phdi gugng cudi m§
mon qua ty minh ting. Tinh nAng mén
qua thiy tinh nhin qua lan nuéc mit.
Mbt cin nha xinh xinh bao quanh bdi
thita vudn rau cai. Mot uGc mo that
don gidn nhung sao khé dat qua...

Thic 1én d@di ki€m Tinh. Anh
mirng thAm khi thiy tir xa dang co gdi
trong bd quin Jeans 4o tring. Thiic
ti€n vé huéng Tinh ngdi.

Thic néi 16n:

— Chic mung sinh nhat, em Tinh!

Tinh quay phit lai ngac nhién
qua dbi:

— Ua anhThic, sao bi€tem & day?

Thiic ra vé thong thao:

— Sao lai khong biét. Trong bai
thd nao clia em ciing ta cdnh ndi non
giong nhu & day. Tinh nay nhd 1dm,
Tinh di. C6 chd nao anh chua thim
qua. “Nam nhi chi khi bon phuong”
ma. Thoi dirng néi chuyén nay nira.
Em mau m& qua di.

Tinh run run nhin Thic. Anh mit
cb bé 10é 1én niém sung sudng.

— O, tron bd hai quyén sich day
tho tién chi€n. Cdm on anh Thitc
nhiéu. That qui qua.Anhla ngudi dau
tién ting qua cho em do.

— Chic em sinh nhit vui vé.

— Anh Thic bi&t khong...

Tinh van vé chi€c 14 trong tay.
Tinh bit diu ciu chuyén biing nhitng
ngay hanh phiic trong tAim yéu thuong
cia b6 me va cdc anh. Nha Tinh
khdng du d4 nhung bd me ciing lo diy
dd com 4n 40 mic va sach v cho bon
anh em Tinh. Tinh nh§ rit rd mdi khi
sinh nhit cd bé déu nhian day ip qua

tir gia dinh. C4 nha déu chudng ¢ 1t
hé&t. Anh Hai va anh Ba phu bd gdnh
véc viéc ngoai, chi ¢6 anh Tu 1a 4n
cAn v&i Tinh nhat. Ngudi Tinh thuong
nhit van 12 anh Tu. Anh 4y hién lanh
chdt phac. Anh ludén danh céc cong
viéc néng nhoc trong nha nhu ganh
nudc, tudi rau nhu s¢ cd em bé bdng

s€ mét. Anh Tu thuGng chd Tinh tan
trudng mdi chiéu, mua qua cho cd bé
in, chi bai cho c6 bé, hodc rira bat
khi cd bé hoc thi. Nhitng ky niém siu
xa gio dugc x&p gon trong ky tc clia
Tinh, d6i khi dugc mang ra 6n lai dé
roi Tinh thAn thd nhung nhd va ti€c
nudi. Poi tay clia Tinh qua y&u dudi
dé niu giif thing ngay dau yéu dudi
mdi &m gia dinh. Tinh nhé mai budi
ti chia ly khi theo anh Hai va chi dau

Won S69g

1énh dénh tim ty do trén chi€c thuyén
ddnh c4 cii k§. Toi hom ay Tinh nitc
né ddu mit vao 1ong me. Chung
quanh Tinh ai ciing khéc. Me nim
chit tay Tinh va trao chi€c vong ngoc
me vira thio tir ¢8 tay. Tinh da xa lia
qué huong va ti't cd thuong yéu,
khong bi€t ngay nao trd lai. Khdong
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bi€t dinh ménh sé& dua Tinh dén dau.
Gio day trén dit ngudi, anh Hai va
chi diu sudt ngay quan quat vat 16n
véi tién nha, tién xe, lo cho hai dda
con trai nhé va cd chinh Tinh. Hai
ngudi di bién biét d&€n khuya bd lai
Tinh thui thdi véi miy dita chiu ho.
Tinh hiu dugc hoan cinh khé khin
nén c6 bé hé&t1ong chim séc hai chdu
dé dén d4p cong nudi dudng clia anh
chi.



Mbi nim Tinh déu nhan dugc
nhitng c4nh thiép sinh nhat noi bd me,
anh Ba va anh Tu tir Viét Nam. C6 bé
tranh dé cap dén ddi song vat va bén
nay vi s¢ me s& khéc dé€n quén in
quén ngi. Tinh bdng sd. Co bé sg
nhitng hanh phic bén anh Thic rdi
ciing mong manh theo gié cudn nhu
nhitng Itic bén bd me va cic anh.Tinh
nguGc nhin Thic. Hai hang 1€ chay
dai trén gd ma xanh xao clia cd bé.
Giong Tinh buii ngii cdm xdc, nhu
dang k& 1€ nhitng u uit trong long tir
lau. Thitc m& rong tay mudn 6m Tinh
vao long vd vé nhung lai ngai ngiing
va chi v nhe vao ddi vai gy nhd
nhdn cla cd bé.

sk skokosk sk

Nhu thudng 1€, sau gid tan hoc
Tinh mon men theo con dudng mon
doc theo cédc biét thu d€ 1én “cin
phong thién nhién.” Trdi 14m tAim mua
tlf s6m nhung Tinh khéng lo vi nhitng
con mua tinh ly chgt dén rdi chgt di.
Tinh da dén noi nhung khdng tai nao
hoc dugc. Con mua ngay mot ning
hat khi€n co6 bé phai thu x&p ra vé.
Gid day con mua cang trit xudng 20
at. Khi Tinh tré vé con dudng mon
thi chi thdy modt dong song cudn cudn
kh6éng sao qua dugc bd bén kia.
Chung quanh Tinh chi 12 riing rim,
ddi va nhitng go dat 1& thanh bun. C6
bé kh& rung minh. Tinh nhim mit va
cAm nhan su budt gid c¢o don gitta chdn
ritng hoang nay. Man dém kéo xudng
dan Iam Tinh d6i 14 va lanh c6ng.

Linh tinh bao truéc, giuc Thic voi
vd vugt mua 1an mo theo mé dudng
1én d6i. Thitc s¢ Tinh s& 1én diy hoc
bai theo thudng 1&. Thifc chgt thiy
Tinh diing xa dang co ro canh mot go
dat cao.

Thitc 14y hét sitc hét16n tir b bén
nay:

— Em Tinh... Em Tinh...

Anh mit hai ngudi gip nhau
nhung dong song thic 1 dd cich ngén
hai dira. Nhan ra cdi nhin ciu citu ciia
em Tinh ma long quidn dau. Thic
mudn gio thét dién cudng. Thifc

cudng quit, mit hoa 1én. Trong lic
thap ti nhat sinh, hinh nhu Thic trong
thdy & tit xa mot cay thdnh gid cao,
¢6 1€ tir mOt nha ths. Tuy khong phéi
dao nhung Thiic cAm thAy mot niém
tin manh m&. Anh dinh than, ¢ 13y
lai Iy tri va cim cdi chay d&€n cin nha
gan nhit cau cttu. D6 mudi lam phit
sau thi ba ngudi dan dng tréo xudng
qua d6n Tinh an toan vé bd bén nay.

Thic nita mé nira tinh khi gip lai
Tinh. That kho tin vi trong gidy lat
Thitc tudng dd mat cd bé. Anh siing
sO nhin ¢d bé, long ming r& nhung
khong sao néi nén 16i. Tinh hiéu dugc
sy mirng 13 trong 4nh mat Thic.

C6 bé an ui:

— Em...em khong sao. Anh Thiic
ding lo.

Bat gidc Thic dua hai tay xi€t
chit Tinh vao 1ong nhu s¢ mat cd bé
mot 1an nira.

Thitc map may:

— Anh thiét lo cho Tinh qui. Néu
em c6 chuyén gi, sudt ddi anh khong
yén.

Tinh khé guc dau vao vai Thic,
nghen ngao:

— Em...em s¢ khong gip dudc
anh Thic nira.

Mic mua gié, khi d6 Thitc cdm
thay chi c6 trdi, dat, va em Tinh ma
thoi...

Sdng hom sau Thitc chd Tinh qua
cong vién, ndi hai dita ngam sao tuan
trudc.

Tinh ngac nhi€én nhung mai sau
cd bé méi hoi:

Ua, minh khong phai 1én Téng
Hoi ha anh Thiac?

Thic ding im nhin ra xa doan
quay lai nhin Tinh khdn khoan. Thitc
chdt nim tay Tinh va dé 1én phia trai
nguc minh.

— Em Tinh, anh...anh...y...

Tinh doan dudc Thic s& néi diéu
gi. Co bé cAm thay hai ma biing bitng.
Tinh biét tir nay Tinh s& khong con Am
thim 1€ bong nita. Tinh cAm ctia cd bé
tir nay s& khong con an tinh nita. OJ
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Chiéu t& 4rhndng dep am sz0
Thuét tha ta o véilua dao
Than nga yéu diéu nuong theo go

Hoa 14 von theo budm vé vong,

T2p térh theo dan budmngay xun
Ngay xudin hoa budm |4 loi tinh
Vuon a mudt quéa ben thémngoc

Gaonmai bang khudng.. héi tric da.
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C6 nhat mubn hoa Tt van néo
N YR o

VE day traikhap I0i xuan sang
200N RN AKX

Hoi nang co 1an qua ben ay

Vdikhach tri am.. nudc hen ho.

Va day niing thi tuaké

Cho thuyén én hoan roi bén mbng
Cho tréng mo s6ibdng u huyén
Rudc tinh talenngdi tinh ai

Sz0.. chéng tra oi ta.. chl mdt 1.
Lang & mé gigng trén doi i

Mb théng mai vé suong cb tan

C& theo may tréng tho ngdy mai

Chéng dosi tinh quan chon bui horg.




