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Thu ngo

Néu khbng cb canh hoa dzo trudc ngd
Thi dau hay xuén da dén hay chua
L2ing khiéch diing thé hbn theo may gib
Long huding vé qué cli nhitng xuan xual

Oi nlhitng xuin xwa nay lam sao e6 duge khi Thdai Binh Duong vdin
con cluca néi duge nhip edu, nhip edu giao cam gia ngudi vdi nguéi, nhip
cdu dua nquei @Qiét ly uevng dén vdi b vui, nhip cdu chuyén ehé nhitng
nguoi con thin yéu eda me vé lai manh dit Tién Réng dé chung tay khéi
phue lai non séng, dé ¥éa sach béng suong mi dang vuong vai, dé cho tudi
the tdt eq gi da mdt & nhitng ndm dii trong béng “dé” vé nhin, va dé eho
moi ngudi edt tieng hdit hoan ea bén mdi dm gia dinh khi xuin dén!

Cde ban tré cing quyj dée gia than mén!

Thém mét muia rudn la thém mét tudi doi khde khodi chéng chdt &
chén tha huong nay vi ¢6 ai din dicge rudan vui tron ven khi long édn
luibng vé €6 quée vdi nhitng nhd nhung trong nghin tring xa edel! Ody
cluing ta, ngudi Oiét hai ngoai, trong ndm mdi sé ¢d nlitng quyét tam gi?
8é e huedng phin ddu nlue thé nao ngé hiu mang duge nuia eudn thue s
vé lai trén manh dat than yéu vdi lich sit eiia hon 4.000 ndm vdan hién?

Dé khoi lai nuia rudn trong b tinh dan tée, khoi lai nét dep trayén
théong vdin héa cia qué huong, cia niém kiéu hanh cia mét dan tée anh
luing trong ruan Ky Ddu ndm xua, khi Quang TFrung dai phd quan
Thanh dé dua mia xudn dit me di vao trang si¢ vang vwe vé, TSSO mién
Wam Cali tiép tue truyén théng cia minh sé t6 chuie héi chg eudn Dinh
Siu trong khuén vién trudng Golden West College vdi muye dich: tao ra
dia diém lj tubng vui xudin chung cho ngudi Viét mién nam California
ndi riéng, cdng déng nguei (Viét hii ngoai ndi chung; gitip eho tudi tré hai
ngoai g thice hon vé mét qué hiiong mén yéu qua nhitng tiét mue vdan héa
truyén théng dugm tinh din tée dé qua dé tinh thin tudi tré duge ding
cao va tao ra eho minh mét uidng di chung dé eing mang miia sewdn hanh
pliic tré vé qué me; dé xda bé nhitng € hiém hay bit déng chinh kién cia
tdt ea moi gidi, tao nén sy doan két bén nhau eing xidy diung hudng tuong
lai!!

Quij dée gia than mén!

PEé muia xudn Pinh sicu ndm nay voi bt di néi buén xa wi, toan thé
ban bién tap Mon Séng xin chdan thanh bay t6 ldng biét on sau sde dén tdat
ea quij than elut, than hitu, quij dée gia yéu mén gdan xa, quij dn nhan di
diéng gép bai vé thuong ruyén cho Non Séng ngay thém [6n manh theo
thei gian. Cluic tdt ed quij vf mdt ndm mdi an khang nhue i, tinh thin luén
sung mdan dé eing sdanh bude bén nhau di téi viée quang phue qué huong
cho ddt nude sém ed duge nhitng nuia eudn tron ven! Rdt mong thay méi
giao cam giita quyj vi va Non Séng luén mdii gdn bé hon trén bude dudng
hudng dén tuong lai tuoi dep!

Ban Bién Tap

WHon Song



Tho Chil Ticl

Kinh thua qui doc gid thuong mén clia Non Song va cac ban tré thAin mén,

Ctt mdi dip Xuan vé&, khi t8 chitc Hoi Tét, cac ban thudc Téng Hdi Sinh Vién déu chon mdt chii dé dé phat
huy tinh thin sinh hoat cho nim m&i. Chii & nim nay “Embracing Cultural Diversity” dugc dich 13 “Dung Hoa
Tinh Pa Vin H6a” nhim muc dich néu cao nhitng thanh qua dang k& clia cic cong dong thidu s trong nhirng
lanh vic nhu vin héa, xa hdi, khoa hoc, nghé thuat, kinh t&, va chinh tri tai Hoa Ky. Hop chiing quoc Hoa Ky
12 mot quoc gia clia nhitng ngudi di dAn nén c6 tinh chit da chiing (heterogeneity). Hoa Ky c6n 1a mot dat
nudc vin minh, gidu manh bac nhit the giéi ma trong d6 cac cong ddng thi€u s6 da gép phan khong it vao sy
cudng thinh nay. Hon thé nita, nhitng nd luc clia cic cong ddng nay, trong d6 c6 Viét Nam, da bi€n mién Nam
California thanh mot trong nhitng trung tAm vin héa da dang nhat tai Hoa K3.

Thua quy vi, ngudi Hoa Ky di tir bd y dinh thuan héa nhitng ngudi mdi dén Hoa Ky d€ theo mdt vin hoa
mdi, nhung ho di biét chAp nhan su khic biét giita cic nén vin héa va d6n nhin cic su di biét 4y ma lam
phong phi thém nén vin héa ctia ho. Tinh thin dung hoa d6 1a diém son ma chiing ta cAn phai nén hoc hdi.

Hon hai muci nim cé mit tai Hoa Ky, tuy phat trién trén nhiéu lanh vuc, cong ddng chiing ta con dang gip
phai nhiéu thir thach. Mdt thif thach 16n va quan trong d6 12 1am sao 14p dudc cic hd sau chia r& trong cong
ddng. Chiing ta gdm nhiéu thanh phan khic nhau c¢6 nhiéu doan thé va nhiéu khuynh huéng khic nhau,
nhung chiing ta déu c6 mot mau sd chung la ngudi Viét da vang (homogeneity). Tat ca phai 1a nhitng d6a hoa
trong mot vudn hoa “cong ddong Viét Nam.” Khong thé tit ca déu 12 hoa ciic hay hoa lan hodc hoa lan dep va
c6 gid tri hon hoa ctic. Do d6 nhitng thai d0 nhu “hé ai khong giong minh, minh ting ngudi 4y mot céi tén, ké
nio khdng theo ta, ta d6i cho ho mot cii mii” cin phai dugc thay d6i. Sinh hoat ctia ngudi 16n cin phai dugc
gan giii v6i tudi tré hon, va sinh hoat ciia gidi tré cAn phai dugc gin giii v6i cong ddng hon. Vi th€ mudn tranh
dau hiéu qua hon, chiing ta cin chip nhin va ton trong moi khic biét clia nhau va nim tay xay dung mdt vudn
hoa - cdng ddng- ngay cang dep hon va vitng manh hon.

Kinh thuta quy vi phu huynh, qui vi lanh dao tinh thin, cidc doan thé hoat dong, cic cd quan ngdn luin,
chiing ta hiy diing nhitng phudng tién chiing ta sin c6 dé tao cho cong ddng mot moi trudng doan két, than
mat dé tudi tré manh dan gép phin vao viéc phuc vu va xdy dung cong ddng. Niam 1997 nay, chiing ta hiy
phét huy tinh than khic phuc nhitng thit thich, chdn 1ap nhitng hd sau chia ré&. Nhat dinh khong dé nhitng sinh
hoat da dang 1am chia r&, phin tin ching ta ma 13 nhitng bd tic hitu ich, twong quan d€ cong ddng chiing ta
cling tién. o] day cht d& nim nay ciing c6 thé dugc hi€u 1a “Dung Hoa Nhitng Di Biét (Diversity).” Trong tinh
than cin cli, hgp tic, va yéu chudng sy thanh binh clia nim Dinh Stru, ching ta hidy dung hoa nhiing di biét
cling nhau bt tay phat trién mot cong dong doan két cho the hé twong lai. Hon nita, mot cong dong doan két
va vifng manh sé& gitip ich cho mot tuong lai Viét Nam tu do hitu hiéu hon. USc gi tinh than “quyét chién” clia

A9

Hoi Nghi Dién Hong nim xua di diy lui dude ngoai xadm sé 1a sitc manh “quyét ti€n” cia nim Pinh Sttu.

Pai dién cho cdc anh chi em thudc Téng Hoi Sinh Vién, toi xin chan thanh cdm ta qui doc gia ctia Non
Song, qui manh thudng quan, qui ban tré, ciing ddng bao da nhiét liét Ging ho tudi tré trong nim qua. Trudc
thém ndm méi, chiing toi xin kinh chiic qui vi va gia dinh mot nim Dinh Sttu an lanh va hanh phiic.

Kinh chao,

Fboang Quée Khduh
Chii Tich Téng F6¢i Sinh Oién Qiét Wam Mién WHam California

Won Song
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than chac anh chi em sinh vién,
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Quy vi va quy ban mén,

Othin dip Buin vé Tét dén, thay mt cho toan thé ban bién tip va tri su tap chiMon Séng, cluing
téi kinh cluie quy dée gia, ede vi ¢d vdn, quyj thdin cui quang edo bao teg, va ede edng sy vién mgt ndm
mdi an khang va hanh phiie.

Trong ndm qua, té tap chi Hon Séng da chuyén minh qua mét giai doan
lich sit edia ehinh né. T mét té tap chi duge thuce hién hoan toan bang ngdan qui
cia Tong F6¢i Sinh Oién Wam California (FF6S80), do tinh hinh tai chinh eo
hep ciia TICSO, t6 tap chi da ti tiv chuyén sang tu lgp. Di nhién day la mgt
s khé khdn lén cho ban bdo chiWon Séng, vi ede anl chi em trong ban bdo ehi hdu
ﬁ_' g hét la sinh vién dai hoe, sinh hoat thién nguyén, va vi tap c¢hi Won Séng khéng

\ 1 - phdi la tap chi thitong mai nluing la tap chi phue vy mue dich gin gie va truyén

bd vdin héa it tai hai ngoai. i si hé trg vé tai chinh va tinh thdn eda ede

< ,.
than cut quing edo, dée gia va eia nhiéu than hitu, anh ehi en sinh vién khdp
ﬁ noi va TISO Wam California, té tap chi Won Séng dd bdat ddu te ditng ving

va tién vé phia trude.

Song song vdi kha ndng ty lip cia minh, tap chi Mon Séng cing di duge phdt trién vé 36 lugng,
néi dung, va hinh thuie. Cluing téi luén ti nhii la eluing téi phai dem dén cho quiy dée gia mét to bdao
day hon, véi nhiéu bai hay hon, va duge trinh bay dep hon. Sau mét ndam, nhe quij vf va quij ban da
thdy, tap chi Mon Séng da vugt bice hon chinh (Hon Séng mét ndm vé trude, dé la mét to tap chi duge
thute hié¢n edng phu, nhiéu bai vé ehdt lugng, va duge trinh bay chuyén nghiép.

Trong ndm tdi cluing téi sé vin tiép tue hoan thi¢n té tap chi ngé hiu dem lai cho quij vi va quij
ban nhitng gidy phiit sang khodi khi thudng Huie tap chi Non Séng. Cluing téi dy dinh in it nhdt 80
trang méi kg phdt hanh va hon 100 trang trong dip udn va dn hanh hing ngan dn ban méi k. DEé
thure hién duge nhitng diéu eluing t6i mong méi, cluing téi vt edn sw hé trg va sy Lép tay eda tdt ed quij
vi va quij ban. Déi vdi quij dée gia tirng yéu mén Non Séng, xin quij vi va quij ban gidi thiéu Non
Song dén nguvi thin, ban bé, va ¢ déng moi nguvi ing hé NHon Séng. D6t vdi quij vf viét vdan, the,
hay nghién civ khoa hge nhdn vdn, xin quy vi tiép tue thicdng mén givi nhiing tae phdm cia minh vé
cho cluing téi. Vtng ban tré dang bdat ddu viét vdan, the, xin ding ngdn angai gici bai cho cluing téi.
Pay la méi trwing 6t dé ede ban trau déi tai ndng eda minh. Cluing téi cing mong quij thdin chia tiép
tue ing hé cluing téi; va nhitng vi elut nhan ede thuong mai, dich vy, hiy tiép site vdi cluing téi trong
mue dieh chung gin giit va phdt huy vdan héa Oiét eia eluing ta. Cudi edng, vdi nhitng e¢éng tde vién,
cluing téi mong sé luén duge sie edng tie era quij ban.

Mt lin nita, trude thém ndm mdi, edu cluie quij vf va quij ban nhitng diéu tot lanh ahdt. 70y vong
ring dde san Won Séng Tét DINTC SUAU 1997 nay sé dem lai eho quij vi va quij ban mgt it hicong
vi eiia ngay TFét Oiét Nam.

Tran trong,

Dan Tdm

Won Song



Mub6n tau Ngoc Hoang
Than téo sinh vién
Lam viéc muon dién
Nén danh dén tré

Tu tu than ké

Cho Ngoc Hoang nghe
He... he... he... he
Nghi mét cai da

Chéc nguoi thay la
Sao chi c6 than,

Ba tao giat gan

Mot minh vé tau!
Mong nguoi hiéu thau
Vi c4 hai chong

Lo chuyén Non Song
C4 hai cung “binh”
Than theo ménh 1énh
Thay chong dén day
Gidi quyét viéc nay
Ro6i vé bam bdo

Dé than bdo céo

Tin tiic ndm chéau
Vong quanh dia cau
Viét Nam bao trudc:
Ché& do nha nué6ce
Lam khé dan den
Nhiing ké tham tién
Ho6i 6 tham nhiing
Dan ta lam lung
Séng canh co han
Bao canh 1am than
Lai thém bao lut
Mién Bic, mién Trung
Thuong dan v6 cung
Than danh ngbi khéc.
Tin nha da hét
Trung Qudc ké bén
Déan ngheo ciing rén
Hu... hu... hi...hu
Cong an bung bu

on Song KR

Dan da bung teo

Thém chuyén tdm pheo
Hoéong Kong nhap Quéc (1)
Huéng tinh troi dat
Nén c6 chuyén may
Pang yéu 14m thay

Vé tin ti nan

bat Phi lam ban

Giap d& dong bao

Tinh than 1én cao
“Viét Nam lang nhé”
Giap nguodi khon khé
Trong budc duong cung
b6 la chuyén chung
Cung nhau tién buéce
Dan tinh di trudc

“Ho hat”(2) di sau

T4t ca cung nhau

MG¢ long nhan ai

Tinh than sang khodi



“Gop mot ban tay”
Rbi “Ngoc & vai’(3)
Ganh nhiéu cong viéc
Thanh nién Bach Viét
Gitr van hoa nha
bém “Hung Su Ca”
Vang lung séng nii
Than thay chii mii
Choang vang mat may
Than phai ngt ngay
Xong roi sé tiép
Kho... kho... kho... kho
Dan chu tu do

Lon Ton trung cu

Bop phai qui dién
bén chuyén lién mién
O vung Do Thai
Thém phan ai ngai
Ai-ric — Trung Pong
Phdo truc viong ndéng
Bén ra ti phia

Thém phan khiép via
Vé6i B6t-Nhi-A

D4y dong can qua
Dén vung Beo-gat
Cuéa nha xo xac

Tai X06-ma-li-a

Cong thém & Nga
Chéc-nia 160n x0n

Thé gi6i bé bon

Dan xé&p lung tung

Ra vé anh hung

My dua vai do
Chuyén hay chuyén dé
Lic danh ldc xoa

Lay chit “di hoa”

Lam cau “vi qui”

Lai quay vé My

Sudét may thang qua
Déan ching kéu ca
Eo-phe cii t6

Poc hoai ngop thé
Than xin gidi lao
Budng tiéng thé phao
Roi than xin tiép

Khiép! Khiép! Khiép! Khiép!

My§ quéc lién tiép
Mua gié hai hung

Giong to6 bao bung
Khip mién Pong Bic
Khé hon nan gisc

Xe c) troi “song”

Dan ching chay rong
PAau dudng, x6 chg

Ké hoai thém sg

Xin do6i dé tai

Chuyén van, chuyén dai
Chuyén mdéi, chuyén ca
Tin ngoai da du

Gio chuyén sinh vién
Picnic lién truong
Trai tinh huynh, dé
Than day muén thé
Mot cai that dai

Roi sé tiép ngay
Chuyén ngay tha bay,
Sang nao cling vay
Chuong trinh day kem
bén chin gio dém
Phat thanh Téng Hoi
Viéc lam tiép noi

Tin tidc noi lién

Hop hanh lién mién
Vi bao nhiéu tha

Trai he van giit

“Vé v6i Non Song”
Nguoi du that dong
Than day ciing c6

Xin néi nho nhé

Kéo moi ngudi nghe
Hehehehe

Hét ky trai he

Lai lo chg tét

Moi ngusi da mét
Nhung phai duong dau
Tudi tré cung nhau
Tham gia cong tac
Vira lam viua hat
Nhung van khin cau
Xin ngai ché rau
Budng giot 1é roi

Lam uét khap noi
Sinh vién “bénh” ning
Loi that néi thing
Sau hoi cho xuan
Ngai sé dugc phan

Wor Song

Bénh, qua, tién bac
Mong dung thodi thac
Xin gitp mot tay

Tao thém hang say
Sinh vién cam kich
Hic... hic... hic... hic...
Nay xin tiép ké

Tudi tré ngay nay
Nhim huéng tuong lai
Lam khong biét cuc
Moi nguoi nd luc

Vui qua la vui

Nhung vin ngdm ngui
Cho phan td bao

Nao xin quang cdo,
Doc gia dai 1au,

Di khip dia cau

Van khong di duoc:
Tién in phi cudc,
Tién gui bao di.

Néu ngai tir bi

Ho phu nam tdi

G dusi dia giGi

Lam ngudi bon chen
Chung than sinh vién
Khong mang danh lgi
Du than tiéu tuy
Ciing thay vui long
Lo chuyén Non Song
Gilt gin van ho4,

Xay dung tinh thuong.
Than phai 1én duong
Kéo vé nha tré
Chong than khé dé
Lai 1dm ghen tuong
L& c6 sai duong

Doi than tiéu tan.
Ma nguoi cling chan
Ché t4u hoi dai

Tho6i minh bye bye
Sang nam géap lai.

Ba Tao Sinh Vién
(1) Trung Qudc
(2) Sinh vién

(3) Project Ngoc ctiia UC
Irvine



Hoai Bao

20 tiéu bi€u cho Tét
tai mién Bic thi mai
tugng trung cho
nhitng ngay Xuan &
mién Nam. Mai d&n va dinh lién vé6i
ddi sdng va lich st ngudi Viét trong
bao thé ky qua. Mai di vao thd, nhac,
hoa, va long ngudi, mang lai cho con
ngudi cudc song tinh than, mot ngudn
cdm hdng vo tan.
Mai c6 nhi€u loai: mai vang, mai
dd, mai tring va mai chi€u thily. Mai
vang hay Huynh Mai, 14 day, hoa ¢6
tir 5 dén 10 cdnh, cdnh hoa mong
manh rit dé rung, nhiéu tiéu nhuy va
¢6 t6i 10 qua nhin nhd den cing. Vo
cdy Huynh Mai con dugc dung lam
thudc. Ngudi minh chudng nhit la mai
d6 hay 13 mai T Quy: 14 day c6 nhiéu
canh nhé va nhdm. Hoa 5 cdnh vang:
nhiéu ti€u nhuy, va hoa tr6 quanh
nim. Qué nhin ciing, den quanh dé&
hoa dong trudng to, mau db. Mai tring
hay Bach Mai: mai tring tuy khong
ruc r3 va ki€u sa nhu mai vang hay
mai d6, nhung mai tring c6 mui thom
diu dang tao nha. Hoa c¢6 4 cdnh nhd,
nhiéu ti€u nhuy va mot hot den citng.
Mai Chi€u Thiy: thAn nhd hon ba loai
mai trén nén thudng dugc dung lam
ki€ng. Hoa c6 5 canh tring nhd, cudng
hoa dai. L4 mdéng va xanh Igt cd hai
mat.
Vao nhitng ngay trugc Tét, trén
dudng Nguy&n Hué lic nao ciing dap
diu ngudi va xe cd. Chg hoa Nguyén

Hué 132 mot truyén thdng cé tir bao
ndm nay. Ngudi va hoa nhu quyén vao
nhau, pha tron thanh nhiéu mau sic
tuci mat. Trong ritng hoa d6, hoa mai
ndi bat hon ci, vi hoa vang kiéu sa
va cay cao trdi nhat. Ngudi ngudi di
chg hoa diéu mudn chon cho minh
mot canh hoa mai dep va ung y nhat
trong rirng hoa ay. Mot canh mai dep
phdi ¢6 dd canh Vin va canh Vi
(nhanh ngang, nhanh ding), canh Phu
va canh T (canh 16n, canh nhd), canh
Quan va canh Than (canh dai, ngin).
CanhVan va canhVii n6i 1én su cuong
nhu lic ciing lic mém. Canh Phu va
canh T tiéu biéu cho tinh cha con.
Canh Quan va canh Than tugng trung
cho nghi 1&. Mot khi chon xong mot
canh hoa vira ¥, mai dudc chd vé nha.
Vé dén nha, canh mai dugc dot chay
xén mot doan ngin dudi goc rdi trude
khi b vao binh. P6i khi thudc
Aspirine dugc bd vao binh hoa dé gitt
hoa nd 1au va it rung.

Chit mai, ngudi mién Nam phét
Am tya twa chit may min, vi thé chung
mai ngay Tét ciing dé béi vin mang
may méin trong nim mdi. Nhiéu gia
dinh tin ring khi mai tuci t6t va nd
10 hoa vao sdang miing mot Tét 1a dau
hiéu mot nim mdi tot dep, lam #n
phat dat. Ngudc lai, m{t canh mai
héo, khong né hoa déu tugng trung
cho modt nim thi€u may mén Iam in
& 4m.

Mai con dudc thé hién qua nhitng
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btric tranh. Trong tranh tit quy: mai,
lién, ctc, tung. Mai dai dién cho mua
Xuan, mia tuoi dep va tran day stic
song. Khong nhitng mai chi 1a huong
sic cila mua Xuian. Mai con 12 mot
trong tif quin tif cia mai, lan, cic, tric.
Mai tugng trung cho con ngudi ¢6 tai,
ddc, va con nguGi c6 nhan cich cao
thugng.

Mai con 13 mot cht dé cho nhiéu
thi si. Pa c¢6 nhitng cau tho bat hii 16ng
qua y mai. Pién hinh 12 bai thd, Vinh
Chua Cay Mai, trong d6 Ton Tho
Tudng da vi minh nhu mot cdy mai
khi sa cd bi moi ngui khinh khi rudng
bé.

“Dau don cho Mai cdch dudi déo
Mudi phdn trong sach phdn cheo
leo...”

Trong bai “Goi Goc Mai”, nha tho
Vo Nga da vi 1ong minh nhu tinh cht
thanh cao ctia mai. Du di ¢6 chuyén
bién t6i dau, bién dau ra sao, thi tic
gid vin ludn giff 1ong thanh than.
“Hoa buém ngan ndm suong khoi bay;
Ngan ndm gié bdi lanh trang gady.
Ngan ndm sudi tiéc xoén xao vong,
Ta van ngan ndm goi goc mai...”

Mai va Tét, 12 mot phadn huong
séc ciia miia Xuan. Mai khdng chilam
dep ngay Xuin trong Nam va con
mang ¥ nghia dic biét. C6 thé néi mai
d “ho4 than” @€ di vao tiém thitc clia
mdi ngudi dan Viét. O
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QOuét rdc dn +&+:

Quét hét dau f/lu’dmg/ guét hét bao qmyém,
quét sach hung dé bé la mj déan

Vumg chd’ guét tan: khé dau, mghe‘o Jsi
quét cho tan ndi d&i mét mdi

cho lé can dong, tieng ndi yéu thuong.
Ouét cho em tho vui vé dén truomgy

cho qué /m’o’mg lanh trong, cao qul.
Ouét cho tan Js guill!

QOuét cho nét tan luw manhl!l!

quét cho sach sanh sanh...

Bon cudng quyén héi ham.

Quét cho sach nhu troi thu thang tam
cho me gic hét khé chéng con.

Cho gué huwong hét hat nhac busdn.
Quét sach di cho nguwsi anh, ngusi chi
ditng vicon minh trén qué huong hing vi
khéng phdi lo busn bui bam chéu than.
Cho dep tuyét trdn

ngdi nha nuse Viet

Quét hét di khéng gi luyén tide:

quét cho tan dan sing

quét cho tan tham nhing

quét cho sach han tha

cho long ngudi 16ng 16ng huong thu.
Anh /167)/ guét givm 187

nhiing cong rdac t6i doi

n/w”mg mdnh bom tan nhdan,

m/u?mg khst ddu uat han,

ca nhing fhﬁmg ngudi thém khat chiéhn tranh.
quét cho sach sanh sanh

nhing dita xu thei ninh not

m/w?ng con ghé ton hét

chi biet vé minh mdi loi héi tanh.

Ouét di anh!

Ouét cho hét busn f/lprofng, #ii nhuc.

Quét cho gué huong ngdp tran hanh phic.
Cho khiic nhac vui: tdu khic thanh binh.
Cho moi ngudi vui: dén dnh binh minh.
Ouét cho mia xudn,

dep dé tuyét trdn.

Anh guét di anh

quét sach dau thuong duwsi dch nhuc nhdn
v&i cd dat troi be la hung hdng.

Cho 31 vui vdi,

mung ngay mai 1.

Anh guét di anh!

Quét sach ra san tiing cong rdc ngudi.

m“yén 2&;19
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Giao ‘T hiia

ang nay ngu ddy, nhin ra

clra s8, ngoai tr&i dang 1t

phat mua. Toi thAm nh:

Phéi chang 1a mbia xuan?

Sédng nay la dém giao

thira ctia qué hudng. Nhom “nghé si

lén dudng” (ma 1ii ban van goi dua

1a “nghé si bén dudng”) cua tui toi

hen nhau tu tAp nha thiing Pong lic

9g dé cling dén giao thira. 9g sing &

day chi mé6i 11g khuya & bén. C6 1&

gid nay & Viét Nam, nha nha dang bay

ban thd, treo phao. C6 1€ gid nay &

Viét Nam, ai cling ndn nao chd 12
ti€ng gd clia chudng ddong hod.

Toi phéng xe nhu bay dén nha
thiing Dong. C4 nhom da twu tAp trong
phong khiach. Dudng nhu ai cling
trong c6 vé tuom tAt hon ngay thudng.
T&t ma, du 12 t&t xa nha.

Trén ban phong khach diy dp
banh mit, keo ming cau ne, mit dira
ne, me rim dudng (mén ma toi ua
nhat), hat sen va nhiéu nhat 1a hat
dua. Cong lao ciia anh Hoang x4ch tir
Viét Nam vé d6, anh Hoang vira méi
vé tham gia dinh va ngudi yéu trong
dip Christmas break roi. Ti€ng cin hot
dua 14ch tach hoa véi ti€ng cudi néi
ram ran. Toi ngdi xuéng canh anh
Son, dua mit quan sdt mot vong,
nhitng dudng vién khéo 1éo cha viét
chi den xung quanh mi mdt lam cac

Luu Linh

ban géi xinh hon. Phon phét trén go
ma, mot chit phan hong lam cho céc
ban dé thuong hon thi phéi. Toi nghe
long vui vui.

Anh Hoang biing dan, nhitng not
thanh thét ciia mot doan nhac dao thit
quen thudc, ¢ bon cat giong vdi ti€ng
v tay déu: “Tudi tré ta, tuong lai trén
doibantay rin chic... DAy trong than
ta dong mdu Lac Long. Pay trong tim
ta tinh yéu dit nu6c. Stc trai ta doi
ndi 14p bién..”’

Ti€ng hat, ti€ng dan, ti€ng cudi,
ti€ng noi... trong tim toi ron 1 niém vui.

Ti€ng hét dit, Hoa la 1én lién:

— Anh Son, anh Hoang, 1i xi di.

Anh Son:

— Cii gi? BO tudng con con nit
1dm sao ma doi li xi? “Ham” di “ham”
lai r6i d6 nhd, n€u “ham” 1au qua anh
e n6 thiu mat.

Hing d4dp ngay bing ciu trong
“Em DPi Chiia Huong” clia Nguyén
Nhuoc Phap: “Em con bé 1dm, 6i may
anh kia di,” ci bon cudi 0.

— Khong dim dau Hing oi! Chit
khong phai “déng clra cai then xuidn
cl sang” sao? -- Toi choc thém.

Hoa nhéo tai to0i:

— B0 nh6éc mudn néi may chi gia
d6 phai khong?

Toi kéo dai giong:

— Da... dau...c6, 1& ra Hoa phai
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néila: “Bo cu mudn néi may chiu gia
d6 hd...?” thi méi chitng minh dugc la
Phinh néi sai ma.

Moi ngudi lai pha Ién cudi.

Anh Hoang con chua tha:

— Ne&, hot dua tdi mua vé dau cé
tAm mau ddu ma sao mdi maiy co dd
qué vay?

Pung cham nén cd bon con gii
bdt ddu nhao nhao:

— Chit khong phai mdi 1an tin
gai, miy 6ng mia ludi: méi ma em
hdng 1am long anh ngit ngiy sao?

— Hoi nao? Tén tién cho em
shopping thi c6. -- Pong chen vao.

Duyén nguyt dai:

— Hen gi & 1a phai, hdi bira con
bay dat than van véi tui (giong nhd
mién Nam rit) 1a “lam con trai & day
ti 1im Duyén di!”

bong cudi:

— MJdi Duyén dn keo ne, sao
hom nay Duyén chanh chua qua vay?

To6i nhin thdy nu cudi trong mit
Duyén.

Tam tum ding kia, Nhd, Ly, Pat
va anh Son dang n6i vé mot cdi soft-
ware méi, ding nay Pong loay hoay
v6i may vi tinh, con anh Hoang dang
tap mot ca khiic m&i cho Hing. Khong
khi trong phong 4m cing va dé
thuong qua dbi. Toi ngd ngudi trén
gh&, @& mic cho tu tudng di rong.



Ti€ng gd “bing bong” phat ra tir
mdy vi tinh ctia Pong, 12 ti€ng chuidn
x4c clia ddng hd. Toi thim than phuc
cdi tinh chu d4o cia thing Pong, n6
da chudn bi di moi thit d€ mang lai
niém vui cho ca bon. Ti€ng trong tréo
that tré con phatra tir may vi tinh kém
theo hinh mét chid két lic lu cai dau
t0 ¥ chao mirng, chic mirng nim mai
céc ban tré (ding la ti€ng clia thing
Ty em Bong)... lich tach, di dung...
c& bon tr6 mit, Pong thau c4 ti€ng
phao vao may. Toi nghe miii cay cay,
mit néng ran vi xtc dong. Du khdong
¢6 phdo giao thira ctia ngay xuan, toi
van nghe thom ndng mui diém sinh
quanh quin. Hoa trong ti€ng phéo 1a
ti€ng hat “Ngay xuan ning chén ta
chiic noi noi...”... Niém vui trong tdi
da da vd thanh nhitng giot nudc mit,
t0i chOp ngay cay guitar, hoa theo, ca
bon hit vang..., niém vui, niém vui...
chiing t6i say sua hat... “Nhat cao ly
diy, hay chiic ngay mai sing trdi tu
do. Nudc non thanh binh, mudn nha
hanh phic chan hoa...”

Khong con 12 man dém véi bau
trdi day sao nhu ngay xua tdi dén giao
thira bén Mai, mdt ngudi ban thin ciia
t6i hodi con trung hoc. Ning trua da
hit vao bé ctlra s8. Bén tai toi 12 ti€ng
chic tung ciia moi ngudi. Toi chot
nghe ti€ng thi thAm chiic tung cia
chinh minh nhu ngay xa xua t6i chiic
Mai hiing nim: chic nhd vui khde,
binh yén va hoc gidi. Bén tai toi ti€ng
Duyén nhe nhang:

— Chiic Phinh hoc hanh dén noi
dén chon.

To6i nhu tinh ra, nu cudi rang 13
trén moi Duyén, tdi néi 14p bap nhu
dang con trong mong:

— Chdc nhé thanh cong... Toi
khong bi&€t minh dang néi véi Duyén
hay...

T61 nhin ra ngoai sin, trong
khong gian ning da dong day. Toi dua
tay 1én nguc, tim toi cling dong day
niém tin va tinh thuong. O

Aurora, Colorado
Oct. 18th, 1994

Dudan vien man

Jbay nghe diy nluca xuan tran site séng
dang ludn luw nhue mdu ehay vé tim
hay ling nhin kia nhitng déa hoa xinh
ea vd try biang lén xudn rén ra

ca ddt tedi sdang lan duh diuong quang
dé hén the lai lang ed ngan hing

ca si song dang dim ehéi ndy nu
Whdnh treé béng ti nhitng eay dai thu
hat chuyén minh hét gid buét vé tri
xudn vé day cho chay nhura xuan thi
cho e 1é, eho tung bing hoa ld

Len vao hén mgt niéne vui vat la

dang dang ddy chan cluia khdp chdu than
whue dan chim ca hét dén nuing rudan
cing ong budm dip diu ngay ndng mdi
Ca lén di eho hén ta phoi phdi

Cho dong ddy nhuta séng eda xuan tuoi
Cho sudt ndm eon rén ra tiéng eddi

Cho gt hdi mét nuia rudn vién man.

Tedn Pinh Ngge

~

Won Song
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01 dua mit 1én

quan sit Lan Anh.

Nang hom nay trong

that xinh dep véi

chi€c 4o dai tring

diu dang, tha thugt. Sudi toc clia nang

budng xda ty nhién trén tAm lung thon

th4, 4nh 1én qua tia ning sém nhitng

sdi vang bay nhe nhe theo gié ggi
cam vd cung.

Van nhu moi khi, Lan Anh vin
hon nhién trong ciu néi, ti€ng cudi
ciing ddm ban. Nét v tu clia nang
khong chi boc 16 qua doi bd mit to
tron, ma con duyén dang hién trén
d6i vanh méi bé nhd, ludbn dem ting
cho ddi nhitng nu cudi tuoi thim.

Hai dra ching t6i quen than nhau
tir thiia con 1 hoc sinh ti€u hoc. Thai
gian thim thodt th€ ma di gin 7 nim.
Ngoai viéc chung trudng, chung thay,
t0i con dugc c4di may min nhin ngdm
su trudng thanh ctia Lan Anh theo
nam thang. Bdc Nhan, me cla Lan
Anh, thudng néi Lan Anh da khong
con la ¢6 bé “Ti” nhd xiu véi doi binh
téc thit no hong nita. C6 1& bac néi
vay d€ cho co ban ctia tdi khong con
dugc phép me nheo v4i bac nita.
Nhung riéng d6i vdi toi, Lan Anh vin
con 1a mot co bé Ti, véi tit cad nét hdn
nhién, ddng yéu, thim chi cang ngay,
c4inét kha 4i d6 cang tré nén quyén
ri la.

C6 nhitng liic tdi cAm thdy minh
dudng nhu da thay d6i. Khong ro 13m
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J6 Sinh Cua

nhitng gi dang dién ra trong toi.
Nhung may nim gan diy, Lan Anh d3
tré nén mot phan quan trong khong
thé thi€u trong ddi song hiing ngay
ctiia t6i. Nhiéu dém, tdi chot nhé
nhung k¥ la ngudi ban gdi y. C6 khi,
néi chuyén cling nang, t6i khdong con
ddm nhin thing vao ddi mit den tuyét
dep no. Toi ngd ngang khi phat hién
ra nhitng cdm gidc khdc la dé cia
minh... cling nhu ngd ngang, truc sy
trudng thanh cia Lan Anh.

Nang vin hdn nhién, vin riu rit
vui bén tdi nhu nhitng ngay tho au.
Chic ring, trong nang hoan toan
khdng c6 nhitng cAm xtc giéng nhu
t6i. Nang vAn chi xem tdi nhu mot
ngudi ban than d€ tin tudng, ddi trao
tam su, hoic dé vui dua, gidn pha,
khong hon, khong kém.

— Duy n¢! — Lan Anh 1&n ti€ng
goi.

— Gi hg?

Nang tla d&€n bén tdi vdi cay gui-
tar trén tay:

— Hong biét sao Ti run qué ha!

Khi chi ¢6 hai dita, nang luén
xung Ti véi toi. Chit Ti nghe that dé
thuong, that gan giii bi€t 1a bao. Trong
nét mit hdi hop clia nang, tdi voi trin
an:

— Pinglo! Latnita Ién san khu,
ctt coi nhu 13 hdng ¢6 ai ngdi dudi 1a
dugc rdi.

— Ui chao! — Lan Anh nhin mit,
phung phiu — Lam sao ma hong thd'y



ai dugc! C4 ngan con mit diy ra do
nha.

— Thi nhim con mit ctia Ti lai.

— X&! Nhidm lai thi k¥ thi md di...
rii ngudi ta tudng Ti bi ml thi sao?

— Ai tuwdng k& ho, mién sao Ti
hong run, va Duy biét Ti hong mu 1a
dugc rdi.

— X@G! Quan su dém! Duy dém
qua di! Hong them néi chuyén véi
Duy nira a!

Toi thich thd nhin nang dang me
nheo bén minh. Trong gia dinh, Lan
Anh da bi “bit Iam ngudi 16n, d€ phan
me nheo lai cho bé Lan Chi.” Nhung
ddi v6i toi, nang ludn dong dac tuyén
bo:

— Hong biét d6 nha! HE ma Ti
mudn me& nheo ma me hdng chiéu cho
thi Duy phdi cho Ti me& nheo vGi Duy
do.

— Ui cha — t6i cudi mdi khi nghe
nang néi th€ — Um, vay thi bit cong
rOi.... vi ldc Duy muén me nheo thi me
nheo véi ai day?

— Xi xi x§ x§! — nang di ngén
tay vao vai téi — Con trai ma gianh
me nheo v4i Ti, hong biét xau hd...
Léu léu mic ¢d qu4 di!

— Vay thi khé cho Duy rdi!

— Hirm... kh§ thi bo bo xit Ti ra
di! Ti hong them Duy nira, Ti di tim
ngudi khac Ti me nheo.

Ui cha, tim ngudi khdc me nheo
thi cang khé cho t6i gdp bdi. Cho nén,
1an nao cling th€, t6i déu phai ludn
gdi diu, cau hoa:

— Thoi dugc r6i! Duy chiu thua
Ti d6! Nhung ma ne, mot ngay an
hi€p hay mé& nheo Duy mot lan thoi
nha! Nhiéu qud, Duy chiu hdng néi
dau a... chirng d6 thi Duy chay lang
do.

— Déam chay hong ne? — nang
ngit vao vai téi dau nh6éi — Ngit cho
Duy bi theo diy hét... Duy xau nhu
ma! Pi dau ai cling so rdi Duy cling
phdi tré dia cho Ti 4n hi€p ti€p ma
thoi!

Lan Anh lai nhéo vao vai t6i mot
phéat:

— Duy a! Ngudi ta run thiét chi
bd!

R&i trong thiy toi dang nhin nho,
nang lai cao nhao thém:

— Hirm, bi€t vay, hong them di
hat v6i Duy ngay hom nay dau.

Nang lam mit gian rdi! Ghét that!
Lic nao ciing th€. Bit tdi chiu cho
bing dugc, hong thdi, hong them nhin
mat ci budi.

Nhiéu khi, ning gian toi that vo
cd, lam cho to6i ciing phdt buc minh.
U, khong gip mit thi thoi, ai them.
Nhung khi vé nha thi lai nhé. Lai
thém bi ngit, bi nhéo, them dudc nghe
ti€ng x§ diang yéu no vo cuing. Nhé
nhung qué, chiu thdi, danh treo cd
tring, dinh mon men tim sang nha véi
boc xi mudi trén tay, dé hai dita bit
dau 1am quen lai:

— Lam quen con ché leng keng
con ché thdi ken, con ché 1am quen!

U, con ché phidi danh ve viy
chi€c dudi sang nha “lam quen” lai,
hong thi t6i v€, con ché bén nay nhd
con ch6 bén kia... budn mudn chit di
dugc!

— X&! Con ch6 bén nay gian rdi,
hdng them lam quen lai v6i con ch6
bén kia dau!

— Cho ndn ni ma!

— Hong cho ma!

— Pung gian ma.

— K¢ tui ma!

Chirng chic thiy toi nin ni cling
t01, nén nang thudng nghénh mat, dua
mét nhin:

— Lam ngudi ta gidn. VAy c6 qua
bdi thudng hong?

Con chd gi hon nita. Nang da
“khoan hong” roi.

— C6 day! C6 day! Mot bich 6
mai me... in mot cuc, Ti vui vé thém
mot ngay, chiu khong?

O mai me, che dau, gdi kho bo,
hay banh flan la nhitng mén qua “I&
vat” cAu hoa thdng thudng clia toi. D&
roi ludn nghe nang vira “khoan hong”
ném cic thit vira “gido duc™:

— Hong biét 1a 1an tht may rdi
nita! Sao ma ham choc choTi gidn qua
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dzi ne! Lan sau néu mudn mdi Ti di
in thi c 1én ti€ng... hdng cin choc
Ti gi4n 16i lai mua qua nin ni nha...

Roi lai s& cudi khic khich:

— Hum... nhung ma cé ngudi di
mua dia cho an thi cang thich hon d6...
vay dn xong Ti gian ti€p!

Bén ngoai, ti€ng vd tay vang Ién.
Xoay sang toi, Lan Anh hdi don:

—Quansua!Lamon di! Chicho
Ti lam sao hit run di ma!

Toi cudi, nghi ra mot k&, lién
khéu Ti noéi:

— LAan dau tién Duy 1én hat cling
th& d6! Run qua chirng di... Nhung khi
1én san khau va hat, thi lai h&t run, vi
c6 mot phuong phap.

— Phuong phap gi?

— Khi minh hét, minh nghi ring
minh dang hat bai hét d6 cho ngudi
ndo ma minh yéu mén nhat, thé 1a
may ngudi xung quanh ty dung tan
bién khdi tim mit ngay!

—Ie!Duy ghé hén! — nang tron
xoe mit reo 1én, rdi ngdi xudng canh
bén t6i, cudi khiic khich hdi — Vay
1an 4y Duy hét bai hat d6 cho ai?

Toi cudi, c6 nghi dén ai dau, vi
day chi 1a ci k& d€ thoit nan bi nang
tra tin ma thoi. Bi nang héi don,
khong bi€t néi lam sao, téi danh tra
151 dai:

— Thi Duy nghi dén... Me clia
Duy d6.

Lan Anh bat cudi gion, dim vao
vai tdi, nang noi:

— Xao! Xao! Xaoooooo! Xao

qué di!

— Thiét ma! — t6i cling cuGi
theo.

— Hong tin! nh4t dinh hong
tinnnn!

Nang nghénh mitlén, cdi mé chu
ra kéo dai giong ndi... sao ma dé
thuong la.

— Ne, d@&n lugt hai em rdi d6.
Chuén bi xong chua?

Thay Binh, ngudi chiu trich
nhi€ém cho cudc thi vin nghé ming
xuin ngay hdm nay, budc vao hdi thic
tui toi.
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— Da xong r6i thay!

Lan Anh nhanh nhiu Ién ti€ng,
roi nhin sang toi v6i ddi mit hdi hop.
Nang k& vao tai toi néi nhd:

— Ti ma bi ngudi ta ché thi chiéu
nay, Duy biét tay Ti.

— B4o ddm hong ai ché dau! Ca

lam theo nhu cdch cia Duy vira chi
thi hét run ngay!

Hai dita cAm hai cay guitar buSc
ra sin khau. Mot trang phdo tay vang
1én. Lan Anh vdi nim 13y tay toi. Ban
tay nang lanh ngdt. Toi nhin ning mim
cudi dong vién, roi khé dua mit ra
hiéu cho nang nhin vé phia phii ciia
sin trudng. C4 16p ching t6i dang
ngdi d6. Tui n6 vd tay to nhat va don
da nhat.

Bit gdp nhitng guong mit than
quen ctia ddm ban, Lan Anh d3 phian
nao binh tinh hon. Nang kéo chiéc
¢h& ngdi canh t6i, dao thit vai dudng

trén cay guitar, rdi khe khé néi:

— Duy ne, chitng nao Ti run thi
Ti lam theo cdch Duy néi d6 nha...
Né&u Iam ma hdng hét run thi Ti nhéo
cho Duy bam tay ludn a...

Nang cudi thit tudi, thit hdn
nhién. D6i véi t6i, bAy nhiéu 1a qué
da. To6i sung sudng,
dao lén phan diu cla
bai nhac... C4 hdéi
trudng im phing phic
ngay, d€ cho giong hat
nhe nhang, ém ngot
ctia Lan Anh cit 1én,
bay bdng:

“Mua xuin dén
Pap xe trén phd
Toéc xda vai mém...”

Nang nhin sang
t6i, di dén phién toi
1oi:

“Mua xudn hdt
Nu hoa thdm ngdt
NG trén moi hong...”

To61i hat ma trdi tim
chgt bdi hdi vo clng.
D6i moi dep clia nang,
qud that dang né ra
mot nu hoa muia xuan
that tuoi. Guong mat
hién diu ctia nang, véi
nét dep khong cin son
phan da 1am cho tdi bi
16i cudn hin. Trong
mit to1, toi khong con
thdy chi ngoai ngudi
ban gi thAn mén va duyén dang nay.
Guong mit nghiéng nghiéng tha nhe
dong téc bay trong ning. P6a mdi
xinh xinh cat ra nhitng 15i hat that say
sua. Hat vi thich hat, chd khong vi 1y
do gi khic ca.

“Mua xuan rat hién

Ling im ngdi nghe em hat...”

Giong toi ti€p theo, that tha thiét:

“Va toi biét ring

No6i yéu em la diéu kho khin!”

Bat chgt Lan Anh nhin sang toi.
Nang bét gip trong tia nhin cda toi
c6 nhitng gi ma tdi dang 6m ap, “N6i
yéu em 1 diéu kho6 khin”.
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Mot thodng ngd ngang. Bo6i ma
nang d3 hong 1én. Nang cii diu nhin
vao doi ban tay dep dang chay trén
cung phim. Phan tdi, tdi cling xon xao
la. C6 ging tip trung vao bai hit,
nhung tu tudng tdi ¢ ludn bi phin
tdn. Dudng nhu chiing chi con tu lai
tai ndi d6, ndi ma Lan Anh véi ta 4o
dai tring diu dang, tay 6m cay guitar,
dang cung t6i dan hat.

“Va toi lang im

Ngdi nghe...Ldi t tinh...

Clia mua xuén!”

Ti€ng hdt cla nang vira dit, mot
trang phdo tay di vang rén khip
trudng. Voi cti diu chao tit ci, Lan
Anh nhanh nhen 1én ngay vao sau sin
khau, khuat bong.

T6i budc chim chim vé géc
riéng ctia minh, 1dng ling thu don céc
thi, va ¢d trin an minh trudc ndi xdc
dong vira qua

— Duy!

Toi quay lai, nang da ding ngay
sau lung tir ldc nao. Hai dda ty dung
dam ra ngai ngan, ling ting. Nang
cli ddu van vé sgi no dd budc trén
cay dan. M4i téc dai che khuit guong
mat... Toi cling ldng im. Tay chan chgt
trd nén thira thii qud, ching biét lam
gi, noi gi.

Sau mot chdc cling im ling, toi
ding hing, ging 1én ti€ng mic du
cudng hong khong hiéu sao, kho khan
la.

—Tihathay qua! Hay hon ca lic
tap dgt nhiéu...

— X§! Con néi nira!

Van cii dau, van vé sdi no.

— Hum... Ti ¢6 run khong?

Niang lic nhe dau, rdi khé ngudc
nhin t6i v6i 4nh mit tinh nghich:

— Nhung Duy run! — nang néi.

Ba chit gon 16n, nhung du stic lam
cho t6i run thém tap hai. Toi nhu dita
tré pham 16i bi bit gip. Hai tai do
birng 1&n, ngugng ngling, khong biét
néi ra 1am sao. Tim den clia minh da
bi nang néi tring rdi con gi. Qué qua
di thoi!

— Duy hat hay ghé!



Nang nhin t6i. Poi bd mit giao
nhau, tinh ¢, chan that, y vi, d& cho
ai d6 dé mit, then thiing.

— Té&t nay nhé sang nha Ti nha!
— nang noi, trong nu cudi bén 1&€n.

— O nhit dinh! Nhat dinh sang!
NhAt dinh s& c6 bao Ii xi cho Ti ma!
— t6i nhanh nh4u tré 13i nhu c4i may.

— Ti hdng cin Ii xi ctia Duy!

— Vay d& cho Duy qua! —t6i pha
tro, ¢6 thu gidn tinh than cho minh.

— X6! — nang ngit tay t6i —
Ngudi ta khong them Ii xi nhung
ngudi ta bit ding Ay phdi 1am mot
diéu!

— Piéu gi?

Nang chan chir, qua mot thodng

e ngai rdi cudi thm tim:
Hat bai “Ldi Té Tinh Ctia Mua
Xuan” choTi nghe. Mot minh Ti nghe
thoi! P& cho Ti ¢ thé nghe dudc diing
cdi cdu “..Va t6i ling im...Ngdi
nghe...Li td tinh...Clla mbda xuan...”
ma lic nay Ti vira hat.

Toi di tr ngac nhién d€n ming
rd. Con tim cta toi ¢6 1& dang nhay
ron Ién truSe 101 néi d6. Nhin nang
dang nguéc mit chd dgi, tdi sung
suéng vo van, nhung dé pha nang tdi
cudi dao 1én mot doan nhac rdi hat:

“NG6i yéu em... La diéu khé
khan!”

— X§&! Qui chuia nay thi ghét qua
di 2! — nang dd mit mic cd, rdi ngit
vao tay toi lién hoi.

— Ghét! Ghét! Ghét! Ghét qui
chua!

Nang vira la vita nhéo. Toi cudi
sung suéng bd chay dé cho nang dudi
theo vong quanh g&c phuong gia tai
san sau.

LAin trong ti€ng 14 xa0 xac, tiéng
cudi gion tan, ti€ng ron ra cia hai con
tim 12 giong thiy Binh vang 1én trén
loa phéat thanh:

— Gidi nhat ctia budi thi vin
nghé mirng xuan 1988 thudc vé 16p
12P5, qua bai “L&i Té Tinh Cia Mua
Xuin”...O

(Hbi Ky Hoa Phugng)

ﬁ' o those who lived, served, and died in my dear country, Viet Nam, on the\

.

side of the Free World. With a great courage these heroes served the ashes
of their fathers and the temples of their Gods. We, the youths will not rest
until Viet Nam is free. And we will restore happiness, love, and pride to the
descemdants of Lac Hong. Moreover, we solemnly confirm to sacrifice our
lives to fight for the good fight and for the supreme interest of the country and
the people.

Youth’s Cries!!!!!

As freedom fles away, | wipe the sad tears
That reflect tha sad memories of the long years
The memories remain of al laughter and pain
Blood's memories wil dways live in youth's mind

Heroes’ blood is streamed for their dear country’s sake
Ore by one—rfather, son choose the death

When many men de—women and chidren cry

Ache in their hearts that cannot be described

0 Communists Revolutionary! O nvader! O cruel tyranny!
Forever and ever, youre our number one enemy

O enemyl Were sure you know that too

You hate us as much as we hate you

Enemy! You bring tears to innocent eyes

Yet too much cruel you made them cry

We don't know how to descrbe their pain
Thinking of our ruined country—rthere tears’ ran

Tyranny! You thirst for innocent youth's misery
You thirst for innocent blood, O cruel tyranny!

lh darkness you can hear youth's bitter cries
Communist! We, the youths want to fight—die

The youths cry for democracy, pray for justice
The youths wil fight for ther country’s peace
They yel with pain for freedom to God

Rivers flow and grow in waves of blood

O cruel enemy! Youre there and we're here
Welmake your gad heart turn to fear
Because some of our friends choose to die

No matter the storm—they continue to fight

Kiling each other for the faut of another

Today brings tear, sorrow, death over and over

Theylnot rest untl their ancestry is free

Communist! From generation to generation, you're our enemy

Glory to the heroes! Down with the tyrarny!
Freedom, justice, and peace to our dear country!
Commurnist! Y ou have turned our fatherland to red
Now you're on the list: “Sentence of Deathl”

“Youth's cries are our society’s voices of tomorrow.”

Truong Sinh /

Won Song



RUGU crcc

(Tding anh Fbién va ede ban déng eanlt)

Ta hen ban chiu tmiing 2 Tét
Ghé rha anh ban ubng vaily
Nghe c8u tho c6 hoa dao né

Ngém giot mua chiéu 46 thuding xun

D& nghe rnhiing quiing doi prigu bat
Ngbi k& cho rhau chuyén giang hb
Ao ngudivaiudt qua suong gid

Ta cling nia doi mua bui ngang

Ubng dam ly rugu déinh nhau néi
Chuyén that long rhu chuyén dbc thoi
Ai thuong nhiing ké doile van

Chuyén vg con nbi dé cudi try

Pén lic tubi chigu nghiéng bbng x&
Mdi hay trén thé chuyén phii du
Thuong nguoi tandi xin ding trach
G vay rhibukhi dugc phudce tu

Ubng dzm ly ruguhdo ki cé
Thua ngudi, ta y ching bon chen
Ngudi xua, dau thiéu tay trithic

A A 7 A o A
VE trong hoa clic, ngam trang lén

Tabét doital dingkhd

Nhumng ma c6 ké kho hon ta

Dérh garme c6 nguoi thua sach tii
Ta thua ndm céc ching hé chi

X4 girhing ké lam ta gign

Chéng qua hi nb ki€p ngudi théi
Biét ddu nhiing lic 101 qué db

Ta ciing lam bubn mbt t1 ngudi
Hzy néng ly ubng nay ruqu tét

e AN
DE &m tronglong mot chit xuén

WHon Song

Y rEng xudn t&t dng ngudi ca

Ban than tinh, ubng chéng thiy say

Ly huong, nhitng dia cling tam e
Hoai riém nhitng ngay hoa budm xua
Ban cii nhiéu tén chua 92p lai

BiET ddu da chét tannoinso

Nhc lai trm Bn ta byt chét

K& ramirh s0ng that b tai

Kiép ngudi nhitng 6 phong trén ca
Cé khac gl dau chuyén trudc sau
Xa qué ai cting t2m hoai cam

C6 ban ngdi ddy rhu & qué

Qué huong khdrg nhé ngudixuania
Hzy ¢t xemnoinay 12 qué

Thoi dua chairét ly nay nita

PE k& rhur minh dugc sbng vui

Mai sau khi chét cho dia chi

PE conrhduniia dudi amty

Nguyén Nhiém
Tét 1996




Xudan!!!

Tain Ssi Gon MmmMé%WW
Nhit l i ta di dao che hoa
géﬂfﬁy cd y&‘ .. Mﬁ%y mdl déu chin gualll

Haan niim nio la ciong nhaw sank bude
D I chia ta hii bpe, cbu may ‘
Sbng nher ngisi... noi wit by lrding lay/1!
Hain ngory wwa cé me gicr lo A6t

T binh chung, hoo, mie , fhdo, dia
Hain by giv, ta whie nguni diz hét
Shdo giao thiva la ngé sing dém wwall!

Xudn & xit nguoi xudn tha huong
Bén phuong tdm hubng tuyét ddy duong
Mai vang phdo 46 Khdng mot mdnh

Chanh c6i [ong ai nhd c8 huong
Luiin it la, sac long lonk lant
’ ' W k4 ’ Xudn & noi ndy gié vdi mdy

%W bdnh feo, Mény mite dira, mitc hank
L/léé’ hel véi... sao audn vén con %y???

Tuyét roi tring xoa, suong phii ddy
Ndng dm gié ém diu roi nhi ?

Gid lanh hon ai ndi ding cay.
Kim dan Tit i )

Xudn & xa nha chang thdy vui
Hon xudn da bi tuyét chon vii
Puidng phd ving tanh Khéng mt bong
Tran ngdp hon ai ndi don coi

Xudn & qué nha cé budom hoa

Con xudn vién xit tuyét ddy nha
Muyi ndm xa cdch qué yéu ddu
MBi @6 xudn vé nhé thiét tha!
P.A.T

1-1-1996

(Ciing vao mdt mua xudn ndm trudc...)

Won Song



NHUNG PHONG TUC TET

I. Bai Cuong vé Am Lich.

& Viet Nam, ngay thing duva theo
Am Lich, tic 1a sy thay ddi cta chu
ky mit tring d€ 12 ngay thang d€ 1am
ngay thang.

Theo Am Lich, mdi nim c6 12
thang, mdi thang c6 29 hodc 30 ngay
va ¢ 355 ngay trong mdt naim. C&
khodng bon nim lai c6 thém mot
thing thd mudi ba (goi 1a thdng
nhuén) dé di€u chinh, 1a cho mdi nim
am lich c6 thé ding vao mua xuan.

Trong Am Lich, nhitng ndm dugc
dat tén cho 12 con gidp. Cit 12 ndm
1a lai h&t mot chu ky Am Lich khéi
dau bing nim Ty:

Ti (Chudt - Mouse), Stu (Trau -
Ox), Dan (Cop - Tiger), Meo (Méo-
Cat), Thin (Rong - Dragon), Ti (Rin -
Snake), Ngo (Ngua - Horse), Mui (Dé
- Goat), Than (Khi - Monkey), Dau
(Ga - Chicken), Tudt (Ché - Dog), Hgi
(Heo - Boar)

Tén mdi nim dudgc goi theo 12
con gidp va 10 “thi€én can.” Mudi
thién can do la:

Giap, At, Binh, Pinh, Mau, Ky,

Ban Bién Tap Non S

Canh, Tan, Nham, Qui, 18y tif nhitng
qué Am duong trong khoa dich hoc
boéng Phuong. Thi du: Miu-Thén,
Ky-Dau, Canh-Tua't, Tan-Hoi, NhaAm-
Ti,...Canh-Than,...Nham-Than,...

Nhu vay, cir ding (12/2) x 10 =
60 nim la mot tén dugc lap lai nhu
cli. Thi du: 60 ndm sau nam Mau-
Than 1968, tic 1a naAm 2088 s& mang
tén Mau-Than trd lai, hoan tit 1 chu
ky tén nam.

P& ¥ 1a trong mudi hai con gidp
k& trén, cich dit tén cho 4 con thi
cha Viét Nam va TAu c6 khic nhau,
dudgc liét ké nhu sau:

*Meo (Meo): Ngudi Tau goi la
nim con Thé (Thd). Piéu nay rit hgp
1y néu d€ y ring t8 tién ngudi Tau
song ddi du muc; con tS tién dan Viét
song bing nghé ndng. Do d6, nhitng
ddng cd 16n ctia Tau 1 ndi nudi dudng
thd rat tot, va nhitng gia dinh Viét
Nam ludn ludn can meo d€ bit chudt.
Hon nita, ngudi Viét Nam c6 gia dinh
tinh, thé hién qua viéc cu ngu thanh
ting lang bao quanh bdi liiy tre xanh
cua dan ta.
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*Mui (Dé): Tidc la dé nha. Ngudi
TAu goi la “Son Duong,” tirc 1a dé nii
[Ram]. Sy khéc biét c6 1€ cling phat
sinh tir d5i sdng du muc ctia TAu va
ndng nghiép cua Viét Nam.

*Hgi (Heo): La con heo nudi
trong nha, ngudi TAu chon con heo
rung (Boar).

*Sttu (Trau): Ngudi Tau goi 1a
trAu nii, dich theo ti€ng My 1a “Buf-
falo”; con ngudi Viét, do ddi song
ndng nghi€p, chon trau cay, dich sang
ti€ng My 1a “Carabao.”

Il. Ngudn Gac Tét.

Cho d€n nay, khong ai c6 thé
khing dinh T&t phat xuAt tir thdi nio.
Ngudi ta chi c6 thé dua trén nhitng
dd hinh khic trén tréng ddong Ngoc
Li tim thdy & Pong Son, phia Nam
Ha Noi, d€ hinh dung ra nhitng hoi
dua thuyé&n rong va nhitng man vii tip
thé da dugc didc trén trong ddng, mot
¢6 vat da dugc cac nha khio c6 xdc
dinh 12 da dugc ché tao tir 1,000 nim
trudc Thién Chaa.

Néu dya trén miia mang, thdi tiét



thi mién Bic, noi kh&i ngudn clia nén
van héa Viét Nam, c6 dugc mot thai
ti€t 1y tudng vao ngay dd xuin vé. Vi
Viét Nam chi ¢ hai mila mua va niing,
nhitng con mua xudn mién Bic c6 dic
tinh 1a that nhe (chi di 1am 4m 4o
ngudi ta). Do d6, diéu dé thay 1a ai
ciing mudn chung vui tip thé trong
thdi ti€t 1y tuwdng nhat, d6 1a mua
xuan; hinh thanh ngay T&t.

ll. Nhiing Phong Tuc Gia Binh Trony
Ngay Tét.

Tét 1a dip dé ngudi ta bi€u 16 tinh
thuong dé€n cho nhau qua nhitng 15i
chiic tung, nhitng mén qua dau nim.
Tét con 1a dip d€ ngudi ta thim viéng
than nhin, nhé vé t6 tién, cha dng
minh. Tét ciing 1a dip d€ ngudi ta tha
tht 16i 14m cho nhau. Theo diing
phong tuc Viét Nam, ai cling mudn
dugc vui tron ngay Tet va ngudi 16n
thudng diing dip Tet d€ tao hoa khi,
quén di nhitng xung d6t da x4y ra
trong nam.

1. D6t Phao Giao Thua.

Vao diing rang sing mdng mot
Tét (tifc vira qua 12 gid dém clia ngdy
cudi cling nim cii), ngudi ta bit diu
dot phdo khidp ndi d€ dén Giao Thira.
Nhiéu ngudi mé tin cho riing d6t phdo
diu nim c6 thé trir dugc th ma hay
nhitng oan hén ngudi chét 4m anh,
va nhu th€ c¢6 thé 1am ian may mdn
trong nim mdi.

2. Chic Tho.

Sang sém mdéng mot Tet sé& la
ngay danh cho con chiu trong nha
chiic tudi 6ng/ba, cha/me. Thong
thudng, con chiu trong nha s€ tu tap
dé€ dén chic tudi cic vi 16n hon trong
gia dinh d€ t3 1ong hi€u thio cia
minh d6i v6i 5 tién, dng ba, cha me.

3. Li Xi.

Ct mdi dip Tt dén la cdc em nhi
ddng Viet Nam lai nao nitc d€ nhan
nhitng mén tién do cic bac cha me,
c0, di, chuy, bac, anh, chi,... trao ting.
Pay ciing 1a dip d€ cic em nhin ra
ring minh di 16n thém mot tudi.

4. Xong Nha.

Nhiéu ngudi tin ring ngudi vao
nha minh dau tién trong hom mong
mot tét (goi 1a x6ng nha) s& 1a ngudi
tao van hén, sui cho gia dinh minh
trong c& nim. Vi th€, ¢ mdi nim 1a
ngudi ta nhd ngudi c6 van may xong
nha dum. C6 khi chli nha xdng nha

i. Thi chéo thuyén: T6 tién dan
Viét gidi nghé thly chi€n. Poi binh
hdi quan dau tién clia Viét Nam do
Cao Nhu, mot nit tuéng cia hai ba
Trung caAm dau, dugc lich s ghi ro 1
khodng 50 nim sau Thién Chia. Theo
truyén théng dé, ngudi ta thudng td

oy

i

[ERoes

alaig

o

cho chinh ho né€u khong nhd dugc
ngudi khac.

IV. Nhifng Phong Tuc Xa Hoi Trong
Ngay Tét.

1. H3i Xuan.

Vén séng nghé néng nghiép,
ngudi Viet Nam quanh nim chan 1am
tay bun, chi c6 dip Tét 1a c6 thi gid dé
nghi ngoi. Vi th€, mdi lang thudng &
chi'c mot dip hoi hé vao mua xuan.
Tuy nhién, thdi gian t§ chitc khic
nhau tiy theo mdi lang; nhung thong
thudng ngudi ta chon dip Tét dé t6
chirc hoi xuan.

Nhiing tro choi trong hoi xuan that
kh6 ma ké hét, nhung nhitng trd thong
dung nhat la nhifng trd choi sau day:
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chttc nhitng gidi dua thuyén hang
nam. Ngudi tham du c6 thé boi theo
ddi hodc theo cd nhdn. Thudng
thudng, ngudi ta khua chiéng danh
trdng cho cudc dua dugc thém phan
hao hiing. Sinh hoat nay c6 thé dudc
nhin thdy trén thin cia trong dong
Ngoc Lii, mot ¢d vat trén 3,000 tudi
da dudc tim thdy & Bic Phan.

ii. Tha Chim: Ngay xua, chim bd
ciu la vat c6 thé dua tin le nhat va
chinh x4c nhit, lai c6 tri nhé khic
thudng. Do d6, chim bd ciu dudc
nhitng ngudi nudi dem tSi hdi xuan
dé thi. Thong thudng cic chl nudi
chim phéi huén luyén sao cho khi
nghe mot ti€ng trong 1&nh 12 dan chim
ddng loat bay 1én. Thé 1& chim thi



thudng tap trung chinh vao cach chon
chim, cdch nudi chim, va cdch tha
chim bay ra.

iii. Panh Pu: Thudng dudc trong
trén mot thra rudng trong lang vao
ngay 25, 26 thang Chap; gdm 8 cay
tre that chic chia thinh 2 bén, mbdi
bén tdm cdy. Trén dinh ciy du la
nhitng c& nheo (cd chif nhat, dai) bi€u
tugng cho ngay hdi trong lang. Treo
tir dinh cdy du xudng la nhitng gh&
diing cho trai gdi trong lang ngdi du.
Nho stic bat cliia than tre, ngudi chdi
ciy du cdm thay rat thich thd khi ¢6
thé du bdng 1én khong. Pay la trd
choi danh cho cac thanh nién nam ni.

iv. Panh vat: P& cao tinh than
thugng vo. Cdc do6i thd trong lang
thudng 12 nhitng ngudi biét vat. Khi
1én dai, thudng thuGng ngudi ta chi
mic khd. Chung quanh dai 13 ban
gidm khdo gdm cdc cu trong lang.
Trong khi thi, chiéng chong thudng
dudc khua 1én inh 6i d€ thic duc tinh
than thi dua. Hét nhu dd vat trong thé
van hoi ngay nay. Sau man do vat sé
12 man d6t phdo mirng cudc vui.

v. Thi Hit: G6m ba hinh thitc
chinh 12 hdt doi, hat vi, va hit d6.
DPudc dit ra nhim muc dich vira gidi
tri lanh manh vira gitdp cho trai gdi
trong lang c¢6 dip 1am quen hay té tinh
v6i nhau.

* Hat d6i: Hai bén nam nit, mdi
bén hiat mot cau d€ dap lai cau hat
bén kia.

* Hat vi: ThuGng 1a nhitng cau
tho, ca dao tinh t& & thé so sdnh. Sau
day 1a mot thi du:

Bay gi¢ ta gdp minh day

Nhu cd gdap nudc, nhu may gip
rong.

May gip rdng bit phong, bit vii
(1)

Ca gdp nudc con ngudc, con xudi.

(1) Phong, vii: gio, bdo

* H4t d6: Mot bén (nam hoic nif)
hat mot cau dd, phe con lai hat cau
tra 15i. LJi hat c6 thé 1ay tir ca dao,
tuc ngil; con giong hat thi tuy theo
tirng dia phudng. Thi du:

-ba:

Cai gi n6 bé, no cay

C4i gi n6 bé, n6 hay clra quyén.

2. Mda Lan.

Khong rd phat xuit tr thdi ndo,
ciing khong rd bt ngudn tir Viét Nam
hay tir TAu, ngdy nay ngudi ta chi c6
thé biét chic dudc vai sy kién sau day:

-Lan 12 mot trong bon con thi
trong huyén thoai 1a Long (Rong -
Dragon), Ly (doc treo ra thanh Lan,
mot loai thd dau su tir, minh ngua),
Quy (Rua - Turtle), va Phuong (?). Lan
12 mot loai su tif trong huyén thoai
(nhitng chuyén khéng rdé rét), nén
dich theo ding nghia phai dudc coi
12 “Lan dance.” P6i véi ngudi Tau,
Long 12 “con rdng” ciing chi c6 trong
huyén thoai, n€u dich theo ti€ng My
thi phdi 1a “dragon dance.”

-Mia lan 1a mot hinh théc gidi tri
tap thé, nhat 1a cho cic tré em. Ngay
xua, khi moi phuong tién déu han
hep, hinh dang sic s3 va oai hiing ciia
con lan c6 thé kich thich tré em, tao
cho cdc em nhitng dip vui thodi mai.

-Su khéc biét gitta Lan va Long
la & cai dudi: dudi Lan ngin, dudi
Long dai. Pau lan va diu long ciing
khéc nhau; k¥ thudt mia ciing khong
giong: mda l1an doi hdi nhitng dong
tdc manh; trong khi mia long doi hoi
nhitng dong tic mém mai va dep, do
d6 khong mét bing mda lan.

Thud xa xua, c6 1& cic doan mda
1an chi dugc trinh dién cho triéu dinh
coi. Sukién nay c6 thé dugc suy dién
th cdc bai nhac “Muda phugng,”
“Hoang Triéu,”... Tuy nhién, khi ch&
d6 quan chi cdo chung, ngudi ta 1ap
cac doan vii gitp vui cho dan gian.
Sau mdi dip gitip vui, ngudi mia lan
thudng xin tién d€ mua sim dung cu
bing cach xin tién ngudi ding xem.
Khan gié vi thich coi mda 1an nén khi
d6 hin khong ngai ti€c tién khi dua
tién ting hd vao miéng 1an. Theo ding
phong tuc Viét-Nam, mua 1an 1a mot
trd gidi trf danh riéng cho nhi dong.
Do d6, ngudi ta it mia lan vao ngay
Tét ma da s6 chi mda vaongay Trung-
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Thu.

3. Khai Bit Pau Xuan.

LA thid tiéu khién trang nha danh
riéng cho gidi tri thitc Viét Nam. Von
trong van chuong chit nghia, cic cu
ngay xua thudng muon ngay ddu nim,
v@i khoéi huong nghi ngtit va xac phdo
dd hdng, @€ tao thi hitng, viét thanh
mot bai tho nhan dip dau nam. Noi
dung ctia bai tho thudng 12 nhitng 15
tan tung thién nhién hay mdt nam mgi
tot dep.

Pai véi hoc tro, khai bit didu xuan
tugng trung cho 1ong hi€u hoc ciia dan
Viét. Khai bit ddu xuin dé ngudi hoc
sinh c6 dudc vin hay, chit t8t trong
nim mdéi.

Khi Han Hoc tan ta & Viét Nam,
phong tuc nay tr§ nén cang ngay cang
it dudc biét dén.

4. Cau Doi.

La mot trong nhitng trang tri gia
dinh clia dan Viét Nam, nhat 1a trong
gidi tri thirc. Nhitng cau ddi ngay xua
thuding dugc viét bing chit Tau, muc
TAu (12 loai myc kim tuy&n mau vang
hay tring) trén gidy d4, thudng la
nhitng 13i chiic ddu nim t5t dep. C6
ngudi tin ring treo ciu ddi trong nha
s& dudc nhitng 15i chic 4y ma hén
sudt nim; ngudi khic dung ciu doi
nhu mot 161 chic tung khach vao dip
diu nim. Khi Han Hoc di tan ta &
Viét Nam, ciu d6i ciing it dudc dung
dé&n hon (sau nay chi con dudc diing
nhu mdt thi trang di€m cho vui nha
trong nhitng ngay Tet), d&€n dd nha
tho Vii Pinh Lién da phdi md td mot
cédch chua x6t:

Méi ndm hoa dao né

Lai thdy éng dé gia

Bay muc Tau gidy dé

Bén phé’ dong nguoi qua...

Bao nhiéu nguodi thué viét

Tdm tdt ngoi khen tai...

Nhung mdi ndm mdi ving

Nguoi thué viét nay dau

Ong dé van ngoi ddy

Qua duong khong ai hay

Ld vang roi trén gidy

Ngoai troi mua bui bay...



5. Tranh Tét.

Tranh vé& dudc ding d€ trang tri
trong nha cho nhitng ngay T&t.
Thudng thudng, cit mdi cudi nim 1a
ngudi ta lai don dep, trang hoang nha
ctra @& chudn bi dén Xuan, va nhitng
biic tranh ¢8 gitip cho viéc trang tri
dugc thém lich su, thanh tao. Tranh
¢8 ¢6 nhiéu loai,
mot s& phat xuat
ir TAu, dung
nhitng dién tich
cia TAu. Mot s6
cuaViét Nam, dua
trén nhitng truyén
truyén miéng,
bi€n ¢d lich st hay
huyén thoai Viét
Nam. Budc tranh
“Nguu Lang, Chic
N©@” sau day la
mdt trong nhifng
bitc tranh c6 nhiéu
y nghia d6i véi
dan Viét Nam,
nhdt 1a trén
phuong di€én vin
héa:

Nguu Lang la
mot chang chdn
trdu trén thién dinh, chuyén nghé chan
trdau, yéu thuong mot nang Chiic Nit,
con gdi Thuong Pé, chuyén nghé théu
dét. Thuong Dé thdy hai nguoi yéu
nhau chdn thanh thi cdm déng, dich
thdn lam ddam cudi cho hai nguoi.

Sau khi chung séng vdi nhau, cd
hai vi mdi séng trong di Gn ma quén
cd bon phadn ciia minh: Nguu Lang thi
biéng hoc, bé bé cong viéc dong dng;
con Chiic Nitthi bé cd kim chi. Thuong
Dé'thdy vay gidn dit day hai nguoi hai
bén bo séng Ngdn Ha, chi cho gdp
nhau méi ndm mét ldn vao ngay mong
7 thdng 7 ém lich. Cit mdi ndm vao
ngay nay, Thiuong DE lai sai mot bdy
qua den bay lén troi dé bdc thanh mot
cdi cdu, goi la cdu O-Thude (titc cdu
Qua Pen) cho hai nguoi qua gdp gé
nhau.

Nhung médi ldn gdp nhau, hai

nguoi chi biét khdc, chung hoa nhiing
giot nudc mdt buén vui, dn di roi
xudng thé gian thanh mua khéng ngot.

Cit méi ndm vao khodng ddu
thdang bdy Am Lich, mién Bdc lai cé
nhitng con mua ndng hat kéo dai
nhiéu ngay; nguoi ta goi dé la “mua
Ngdu,” doc treo di tix chit “Nguu” (vi

nguoi Viet Nam cho Nguu Lang la mot
vi than nén kinh ngudng va trdanh goi
truc tiép tén Nguu).

Btc tranh “Nguu Lang, Chic N
t4 lai cdnh chia ly cta hai ngudi G hai
bén bd song Ngan, véi dan qua dang
bic cau O Thudc.

6. Canh Dao.

Diém dic biét cha mién Bic Viét
Nam Ia ct mdi dip vao Xuan 1a hoa
dao lai nd r0; diéu tuong tu xay ra
cho hoa mai & mién Nam. Vi th&, dao
va mai la hai loai hoa dic trung cho
ngay Tét & Viét Nam.

Cho hoa mai, ngudi ta phai cit
xén sao cho cainh mai cang it14, nhiéu
hoa cang tot, va phai nd ra vao khodng
mdng mot TéE.

Cho hoa dao, ngudi ta thuong kén
gidng bich-dao, tdc 1a loai chi c6 hoa
mau dé tugi ma khong c6 qua. Phong
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tuc choi hoa dao bit ngudn tir sy tich
vé hai vi than UAt-Lily va Than-Tra:

Ngay xua § ndi Bo-Séc ¢6 hai vi
than 12 Than-Tra va UAt-Liiy cai quan
dan quy. Quy nao lam hai din gian
s€ bi trirng phat ngay.

Ngay nay canh dao ngay TéEt
tugng trung cho hai vi thin trén. Ma

quy trong thdy canh dao phdi tranh
xa, do d6 huong hdn t6 tién sé& khong
bi ma quy quéy nhiéu.

7. Hai Loc Pau Xuan

(Loc: on bdng, on hué; con 1a
canh cdy non).

Sau khi di 1& dém cudi ciing cda
nim cii (quen goi 1a dém 30 Tév),
ngudi ta thudng ghé lai cdc cay cd thu
ndi dinh, chuia, hai mdt canh non dem
vé goi la canh 16¢; ngu y xin Troi DAt
dd tran on hué xudng cho gia dinh
ngudi hai trong sudt nim mdi. Canh
16¢ sau khi hai vé s& dudc treo trudc
clta nha hodc cim trén ban thg, tuy
theo mdi gia dinh.

8. Dung Cay Néu

(Néu = Nang 1én)

Tir 1au ddi da c6 truyén thuyét
vé cdy néu:

Ngay xua c6 mot thdi quy thudng



qudy nhiéu cdc chlia va dan gian
nhiéu qud khi€n moi ngudi phai cau
khan Phat. Phat lién xudng thé bit
It quy. Quy van lay xin tha va tir sau
xin chira khong ddm qué’y nhiéu nita.

Quy xin d4u hiéu d€ tranh thi
Phat tra 13i ring ndi nao c6 cdt phudn
ciy néu va c6 ric voi tring thi d6 1a
dat Phat, cAn phai tranh.

Tir d6, cit Tét d&n 13 ngudi ta cho
dung ciy néu & cdc chiia. Dan gian
ciing bit chudc trdng ciy néu trudc
clra nha. Nhitng ciy néu & cdc chuia
khdc vGi cAy néu & nha. Pinh cdy néu
G chila ¢6 ngon phudn (cd chit nhat
dai), c6 chi€c khanh sanh ling ling,
cham vao nhau gy ti€ng dong leng-
keng, va mot b6 vang. Néu & nha trai
lai khong c¢6 ngon phuén.

T&i ngay mdng 7 Tét, ngudi ta ha
ciy néu xudng sau mdt cudc cing 1&
Troi DAt & ngoai san goi 1a L& Khai
Ha. Sau d6, moi ngudi bit dau lam
viéc trG lai cho mot nim mdi.

9. Hon Non B va B& Can.

Hon non bd va bé can 1a nhitng
thd tiéu khién trang nha cla gi6i tri
thitc Viét Nam. ThuOng thudng, ngudi
ta dung hon non b bing cach cit ré
cdiclia cac ciy va trong trong mot bé
can. Khi cay gia di, cic ré phu s& cung
cap khong dti chat bd dé nuoi cay cho
16n nhu binh thudng. Bé can sé& dugc
thi€t tri v6i nhitng go san hd hoic d4
sao cho trong giong hinh ddi ndi. C4c
ciy cau gia sé& dugc dung 1én, va sau
cling trong giéng nhu mot viing ddi
nii c6 nhiéu loai cdy khdc nhau.
Trong nhitng dong sudi gid va nudc
chung quanh hon non b, ngudi ta tha
cac loai c4 kiéng di mau.

Tét dén, cac cu thudng udng tra
dam, nhai keo mach nha va ngdm hon
non by, coi d6 nhu mdt giang son
riéng clia minh.

10. Cay Canh.

Gidng nhu hon non b, day ciing
12 mot thd gidi tri rat thanh tao. Nhitng
cdy cénh nhu lan, cic, son-tra (tra
nii), miu don, hdng, hué, hoic nhitng
ciy nhu'mai, dao, quit, cam, budi, v.v...

dudc trong diy vudn, bao quanh hon
non bo. Chung quanh vudn con trong
dd loai hoa thom d€ huong hoa va
canh tri ¢6 thé hdoa hdp vdi nhau.

11. Co.

La thd tiéu khién cin rit nhiéu
tri ning cta b 6¢. Hai bén déu phai
tinh trudc tir nhiéu nudc. Chi 16 mot
nudc thdi ciing ¢6 thé din dén thaim
bai. C& tuéng gdm c6 hai loai la cd
quan va cd ngudi: cd quan dung quan
cd d€ chdi trén ban ¢ va cd ngudi
dung ngudi ding thay quin cd, choi
trén motbai datrong, c6 chiéng trong
thic giuc, c6 vo. V& truyén thong cd
tudng, di c6 mot truyén thuy&t trong
lich str Viét Nam:

Vao nim 1341-1360 & thdi vua
Trin Du Ton, nu6c ta dang & trong
thdi k¥ bi nuéc TAu dom ngé mudn
xam ling. Vua TAu sai s gid sang
nudc ta d€ thach déu cd vé6i vua Du
Ton. Nha vua ratlo ngai, sai tim ngudi
tai gidi dé dau cd vdi st gid TAu. Khi
Ay c6 mdt ngudi tén Vii Huyén 13 mo
cao thli vé ¢ tuéng. Vii Huyén cam
doan s& thing st TAu nhung trin dau
phai bit dau vao giita trua va dng phai
dudc ditng hiu can vua trong ltic ddnh
cO.

Tran ddu dién ra ngoai bau trdi,
ké hau cin phdi ding che long cho
Vua va sif gid TAu. Long Vii Huyén
che cho Vua c¢6 duc mot 16 thiing dé
dng mit trSi chi€u qua. Vii Huyén
huéng din tia ning chi€u xuéng trén
ban cd @& Vua theo d6 ma di. K&t qua
12 vua Du Ton toan thing. NhJ chién
thdng nay ma vua TAu cho vua DuTon
12 ngudi tai ma khong ddm gay han.

Ngay nay, c¥ tuéng 1la mot trong
nhitng trd choi truyén thong ctia dian
toc Viét Nam ta, nhat 1a trong nhitng
ngay hoi xuan.

12. Sic Sac. Sic Sé.

Tai nhitng laing qué & mién Bic
Viét Nam, trong nhitng dém 30 Tét,
tré con nha ngheo thudng tu tip thanh
tirng doan, d€n nhitng nha giau trong
lang dé xin tién. Pita di ddu cAm mot
céi lon hoic mot 6ng tre, vira di vira
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g0, trong khi cd dam hat theo bai dong
dao sau day:

Nha nao, nha nay,

Con den, con lita,

M6 civa cho anh em chiing tdi vao.

Budc lén giuong cao,

Théy déi rong dp.

Budc xudng giuong thap,

Thdy doi rong chdu.

Buéc ra ding sau,

Thdy nha ngdi lop.

Voi ong con buic,

Ngua 6ng con cam.

Ong séng mot tram,

Thém ndm tudi lé.

Vo 6ng sinh dé

Nhiing con tét lanh,

Nhiing con nhu tranh,

Nhitng con nhu roi.

(1) Giudng cao: giudng c6 chin
cao.

(2) Rdng ap: rong & day chi su
giau sang, phi quy.

(3) Giudng thap: giudng c¢6 chan
thap, 12 loai giudng thit nhi & Viét
Nam.

(4) Nha ng6i: maingdi la thit mai
nha l1am bing dit dd, bi€u tugng clia
su gidu c6. B&i vi & Viét Nam, chi
nhitng nha gidu méi dim lgp mai ngéi.

(5) Mot tram: tiic mot trim tudi,
12 1tta tudi ma ngudi Viét cho ring da
“tho,” titc 12 song 1au mo cach ly tudng
10i.

(6) Nhu tranh: ¢ diy chi nhitng
dda con ly tudng, dep nhu tranh veé.

(7) Nhu 16i: & day chi nhitng dita
con mip map, my mAm nhu nhitng
chii biip-bé trong tudng mia réi (kidu
puppet show clia My).

Di nhién, trén day chi 1a nhitng
phong tuc phd thong nhat clia ngay
Té&t. Mudn biét tit cA moi phong tuc,
ngudi ta cAn di khdp bd cdi Viét Nam
dé tra ctiu & tirng dia phuong. Diu sao,
bai vi€t nay cling da phan 4nh phan
nao nhitng phong tuc chinh ctia ngudi
Viét Nam trong ngay Tét, gop phan
nho nhd trong cong cudc phat trién
ki€n thifc cho gidi tré va bao ton vin
héa nuéc nha. O



THE CUSTOMS OF TET

I. General Information ahout the
Lunar Calendar

In Viet-Nam, the calendar is
based on the cycle which the moon
revolves around the earth. According
to the Lunar calendar, there are 12
months in a year, 29 or 30 days in a
month, and 355 days in a year. About
once every four years there is be a 13-
month year (leap year) to adjust the
cycle so that the beginning of each
Lunar calendar year always occurs in
the spring season.

In addition, there is a cycle of 12
years, symbolized by animals in the
following order:

Ti (rat or mouse), Sttu (ox or cara-
bao), Dan (tiger), Meo (cat), Thin
(dragon), Ti (snake), Ngo (horse), Mui
(goat), Than (monkey), Dau (chicken
or rooster), Tuat (dog), Hdi (pig).
There are also 10 “Thi€n Can’s” in the
following order: Giép,At, Binh, Pinh,
Mau, Ky, Canh, TAn, Nhim, Quy
which come from oriental astrology.

The formal name for each year is
the combination of one of the 12 ani-

mal names and one of the 10 Thién
Can’s. The following year will bear
the name of the next animal and
Thién Can on the lists. (e.g., Mau
Than, Ky Dau, Canh Tuit, etc.)There-
fore, each combined name will repeat
every (12/2) x 10 = 60 years. For ex-
ample: 1968 was named Mau Than,
and this name will recur in 2028, com-
pleting a cycle of name combination.

Note that there are some differ-
ences between the Chinese and Viet-
namese naming conventions for the
animals:

* Meo (cat): The Chinese call this
the year of the Rabbit. This is reason-
able if we noticed that the early Chi-
nese led a nomadic life while the Viet-
namese lived in farming communities.
The big pasture land of China was a
good place to raise rabbits while the
Vietnamese household kept cats to
catch mice. Moreover, the Vietnam-
ese have always been family oriented,
living in villages surrounded by bam-
boo fencing.

* Mui (goat): means the domes-
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tic goat. The Chinese refer to this year
as the year of the Ram. The difference
probably arose from the lifestyles
explained above.

* Hoi (pig): the domestic pig. The
Chinese choose to name this year the
Boar.

* Sttu (0x): The Chinese symbol-
ize this year with the Buffalo while
the Vietnamese prefer to use the farm
ox called the Carabao.

Il. The Origin of Tet.

Until now no one could be cer-
tain when Tét had originated. Based
on the figures carved on the Ngoc Lii
brass drum found in Pong Son, south
of Ha Noi, one can imagine the group
activities, especially the dragon boat
races and the dances that took place
about 1,000 BC.

Northern Viet-Nam, the birth
place of the Vietnamese culture, could
be considered as the ideal place in the
spring season. Even the spring rain in
northern Viét-Nam is very light; it
only drizzles enough to damp one’s



clothes. It is so natural to feel like cel-
ebrating in that ideal weather, hence
T&t was born.

lll. The Tét Family Customs

Tét is the occasion for people to
show love for one another through
wishes and gifts at the beginning of
the year. Tét is a time to visit relatives
and commemorate one’s ancestors.
Tét is also a time for forgiveness and
reconciliation. According to Vietnam-
ese Tét tradition, everyone wants to
enjoy the whole celebration. Hence,
everyone tries to be in his best mood;
parents try not to scold the children,
and adults try to heal old wounds and
to forget about conflicts happened
during the year.

1. Firecrackers

During Tét people light firecrack-
ers to celebrate the New Year. Many
superstitious people believe that the
loud sounds of the firecrackers could
drive away evil spirits or haunted
souls, hence their business will pros-
per in the new year.

2. Longevity Wishes

New Year’s Day is the time for the
children and grandchildren to wish
their parents and grandparents a long
and healthy life. According to the
Vietnamese custom, young people will
all gather to wish the elders good health
to show love and respect for their an-
cestors, grandparents, and parents.

3. Li Xi (Children Gift Giving)

During Tét young Vietnamese
children eagerly await money given
to them by their parents, aunts and
uncles, older brothers and sisters...
This is also the time for them to real-
ized that they are a year older.

4. The First Footer

Many people believe that the first
person who comes to their doorstep
on New Year’s Day is the one who
would bring either good or bad luck
for the whole year. Therefore, they
usually ask a lucky person to set the
first step into the house for them.

Sometimes the owner himself per-
forms this ritual if he cannot find any
other person.

IV. The Social Customs During Tet

1. The T&t Festival

Living in an agricultural country,
most Vietnamese do their farmwork
during the year so that when Té&t
comes they can have some rest.
Hence, each village holds its own fes-
tival in the spring. Although each vil-
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lage has a different schedule, people
usually choose to have the festival
during Tét.

a. Boat Races: The Metnamese
ancestors were skillful sea warriors.
The first naval troops were headed by
Caso Nhu, a courageous leader under
Trung sisters in the year 50 AD. Ac-
cording to tradition, people usually
organize annual boat race. The par-
ticipants can race as teams or individu-
als. Usually people beat drum to make
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the race more exciting. This activity
can be seen on the Ngoc L brass
drum, a 3,000 years old artifact found
in northern Viet-Nam.

b. Bird Liberation: In ancient
times, pigeons were used to deliver
news and messages because they pos-
sessed outstanding homing skills.
Some people would bring their pi-
geons to the Tét festival to compete.
Usually the owners train their birds so
that upon hearing a drum beat they

would all fly up. The owners are
judged on the choice of pigeons, the
way they are raised, and the way they
are released.

c. Swinging Contest: The swing
is usually installed on a field on the
25, 26 of the twelfth month. It is com-
posed of eight bamboo trees divided
into two groups of fours. On top of
each bamboo tree a flag is tied to sig-
nify the village’s festival symbol. The
swing seats are attached by strings to



the top of the bamboo trees so that
young men and women in the village
can stand and swing. Due to the flex-
ibility of the bamboo trees the swing
can get very high. This is the favorite
game for young people.

d. Wrestling: This game demon-
strates the spirit of martial art. The
wrestlers are those with good martial
arts skills. When they come to the ring
they only wear a loin cloth. The
judges are selected from the elders of
the village. The spirit of the game is
uplifted by the constant beating of the
drums

e. Singing Contest: The contest is
composed of 3 categories: hat doi
(counter singing), hat vi (analogous
singing), and hat d6 (riddle singing).
The purpose of the contest is to give
the young men and women of the vil-
lage a chance to meet and to show the
love for one another.

* Hat d6i: The group is divided
into a men’s and a women’s sides; one
side sings a sentence or question and
the other side counters with a witty
response.

* Hat vi: Usually the lyrics come
from short love poems written in com-
parative style. For example:

Now that I have met you,

I feel like fish in water, like clouds
with dragon.

Clouds and dragon draw wind and
storm,

Fish in water merrily swim.

* Hat d&: One side sings a riddle
and the other side tries to come up
with the answer. The lyrics come from
popular folk songs. The singing styles
vary from province to province. For
example:

-What is small and hot?

What is small yet powerful?

-Peppercorn is small and hot.

Coin is small yet powerful.

2. Lion Dance

The origin of the dance is un-
known-it is not known whether it was
started in Viet-Nam or China. One can

only be certain of the following facts:

- Lan is one of the four mythical
animals: Long (dragon), Ly (or Lan is
an animal that has a lion’s head and a
horse’s body), Quy (turtle), and
Phugng (phoenix). According to my-
thology, Lan is a kind of lion, hence
the dance should be called Lan dance.
To the Chinese, Long or dragon is also
a mythical animal.

- Dragon dance is a children’s
group activity. In past times, when
there were not a lot of recreational
activities, the colorful and powerful
shape of the lan attracted children’s
interests, giving them a joyful time.

- The differences between Lan
and Long are the tail and the head:
Lan’s tail is short while Long’s tail is
long. Furthermore, the dance tech-
niques are different: Lan dance re-
quires agile, and graceful movements,
henceforth less tiresome than the Lan
dance.

Formerly, the dance troops only
performed for royalty. This fact could
be deduced from the names of Viet-
namese dance songs such as “Phoe-
nix Dance,” “Royal Court Dance.”
However, when the feudal system
came to an end, the dance was intro-
duced to the general public. After
each performance the dancers ask the
audience for donation so they can buy
equipment. Since the people love Lan
dances they feed without hesitation
to the Lan’s mouth. According to true
Vietnamese custom, the Lan dances
are reserved for children only. Thus
most of the them the dance is per-
formed during the children’s festival
in the middle of the eighth month of
the Lunar year.

3. New Year’s Poetry Writing

This is the favorite pastime of the
Vietnamese scholar. Being very fond
of literature and poetry, the ancient
scholar, usually on New Year’s day,
was inspired by the burning incense
and the red firecrackers to create po-
ems for the New Year. The poems usu-
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ally praised the beauty of nature or
the wonderful new year.

To the students, New Year’s po-
etry writing symbolizes the Vietnam-
ese love for education. They hope to
succeed with their schoolwork in the
coming year. When the Chinese in-
fluence started to die down in Viét
Nam, this custom also followed.

4. Scrolls

In the cultured family scrolls are
used as decorative items. The words
are written in Chinese characters with
gold and silver ink o red paper. They
are usually wishes for the New Year.
People believe that those wishes will
bring luck to the family throughout
the year so they use them as fits to
friends. When Chinese Literature
became less popular, scrolls also fell
out of fashion, so much that a Vietnam-
ese poet, Vii Binh Lién, once bitterly
described in his “The Old Scholar’:

“Each year when the peach flow-
ers blossomed

Once again appeared the old
scholar

Laying out his Chinese ink and
red paper

On the busy street

Many people came for his scrolls

Praising his talent

Butless people came as the years
went by

Where have they gone?

The old scholar still sat there

Ignored by passerby

Dead leaves fallen on the paper

Rain dust swept by

This year when the peach flow-
ers blossom

The old scholar does not return

People from years past

Where are their souls now?”

5. Tét Paintings:

Tét Paintings are used to decorate
the house. Usually people start to
clean and decorate their houses at the
end of the year. Classic paintings help
to make the house more elegant.



There are different styles: some origi-
nated in China depicting the Chinese
historical stories, some from Vietnam-
ese folklore or mythology. The paint-
ing with the subject “Nguu Lang Chirc

side of the Ngdn Ha (the Milky Way),
and they were allowed to be reunited
only once a year on the 7th of the 7th
month. On that date the King of
Heaven ordered black ravens to fly up
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N’ is one of the most popular in Viet-
namese culture:

Nguu Lang was a carabao shep-
herd in heaven. He fell in love with
Chitc Nit, the daughter of the King of
Heaven, who specialized in weaving
and embroidering. The King approved
of their love and allowed them to get
marry. However, after the wedding, the
couple were so busy spending time with
each other that they neglected their
responsibilities: Nguu Lang aban-
doned his studies and his agricultural
tasks, and Chuic Nit forgot about her
weaving and embroidering. The King
noticed that and became very angry.
He ordered to have them separated
fromone another. Each was sent to one

making a bridge called O Thudc
(Black Ravens) so the young couple
couldwalk across to see each other.
However, during their brief re-
union the young couple was so emo-
tional that they could not do or say
anything but cry. Their tears became
heavy rain falling down on earth.
Each year early in the 7th month,
northern Viét-Nam always experi-
ences heavy rainfall which could last
several days: people called it “Mua
Ngéu.” They altered the pronuncia-
tion of “Nguu” since the Vietnamese
always thought of Nguu Lang as a
god, they have to avoid pronouncing
his exact name out of respect for him.
The painting “Nguu Lang, Chiic
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Nit” depicts the scene where the two
young unfortunate people were on
the two Ngan Ha banks while the
ravens were constructing the O Thudc
bridge.

6. The Peach Blossom Branch

One of the special features of
northern Viét-Nam is each year in the
spring time, the peach flowers blos-
som, and the same occurs for “mai”
flowers in the South. Hence, peach
blossoms and mai blossoms are spe-
cial symbols for Tét in Vét-Nam.
People often give each other a branch
of peach or mai blossoms. The mai
branch has to be selected so that it
only has a few leaves with a lot of
flowers, and the flowers would bloom
fully on New Year’s days. The peach
branch is chosen so that it has a bright
red color and fruitless. The enjoy-
ment of the peach blossoms origi-
nated from the story of the two gods
Uit Liiy and Than Tra:

Once upon a time on B¢ Sdc
mountain there were two gods Thdn
Tra and Udt Lity who watched over a
group of devils and spirits. The spirits
that were harmful to the people would
be punished.

Later on, the peach blossom
branch was considered to symbolize
these gods. The evil spirits would be
scared away when they saw the
branches and, therefore, the spirits of
the ancestors will not be bothered.

7. Hai Loc

On New Year’s Eve, coming back
from the temple, people usually stop
by the big tree in the village to pluck
off a young branch where the leaves
are beginning to form since it symbol-
izes the favors that will be bestowed
on the household by Heaven and
Earth in the new year. The branch will
either be hung in front of each house
or displayed on the altar.

8. Cay Néu (The Tet Pole)

There is a folk tale about the Néu
pole:

Long ago there was a period of



time when the devil cam to bother
temples and people so much that
people started to pray to the Buddha.
Buddha then materialized to catch the
veil spirits. The devils asked forgive-
ness and promised that they would
never raise havoc again. The devil
asked for a symbol from the Buddha.
Buddha said wherever there is a Néu
pole with a long flag on the top and a
white line around the foot, it is
Buddha’s territory and the evil spirits
have to stay away.

Since then, when T&t comes,
people set the Néu pole up at the
temple. Common people also started
to raise the Néu pole in front of their
houses. But the pole in the temple is
different from the one in front of the
house. The top of the temple pole has
a long rectangular flag, there is a
chime, and some gold leaves. The
pole in front of the house does not
have the flag. On the 7th day of the
new year, the pole is taken down in a
ceremony thanking Heaven and Earth
called L& Khai Ha (The Ritual of Tak-
ing Down the Néu Pole). After the
ritual people start to go back to their
usually daily chores.

9. Pond and Rock Works

Pond and rock works are the pas-
time favorite of the Vietnamese up-
per class. Usually, one sets up the rock
work by cutting the main roots of trees
and plant them in a shallow pond.
When the trees grow old, the small
pond would not provide enough nu-
trients to the trees, causing them to
stay small. The pond is decorated with
rocks to imitate mountains and hills.
People also put in fish of different
colors.

During T&t, the old men drink tea,
eat candies and enjoy their pond and
rock works as if they are in their own
world.

10. Gardening

This is also an elegant pastime
activities. The decorative plants such
as orchid, chrysanthemum, camellia,

tuberose, rose, or kumquat, orange,
grapefruit, tangerine... are grown in
the garden, around the pond and rock
work. Flowering plants that emit fra-
grance like gardenia are also popular
since they create a harmonious atmo-
sphere with the surrounding scenery.

11. Chess

This is a game that requires a lot
of thinking. Both players have to pre-
calculate their moves. One wrong
move can cost a player the entire
game. The chessmen can be real
people; they move around in a big
area where they are cheered by the
sound of beating drum. There was a
story in Vietnamese history relating
to chess playing:

During the period of 1341-1369
when King Trin Du Ton was reign-
ing the country, China was planning
to invade Viét-Nam. The Chinese
Emperor sent a messenger to chal-
lenge the Vietnamese king to a game
of chess. The king was anxious to find
a good chess master to meet the chal-
lenger. At that time there was a tal-
ented chess player named Vin Huyén,
he guaranteed victory but the game
had to started at midday and he had
to stand besides the king. When the
game started, Vin Huyén, disguised
as an attendant, hold up a parasol for
the king and the messenger. The
king’s parasol had a little hold on the
top so the sun could shine through.
Vian Huyén directed the sun ray so
that is shone on the chess board show-
ing where the king should make the
next move. The result was that the
king scored a victory over the Chinese
messenger. The Chinese king thought
that King Du Tén was talented and
stopped his invasion plan.

Nowadays, chess is regarded as
the national and traditional game in
Viét-Nam, especially during the New
Year.

12. Siic Sdc, Sic Sé

In North Vietnam villages, on
New Year’s Eve, the poor children
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usually gathered into groups. They
came to the rich houses to ask for
money. The one in the front held a
container or a hollow bamboo stick,
he tapped on the stick as the group
went along and chanted the follow-
ing song:

Which house, like this house,

Still bright with lanterns and fire,
Open the door for us to visit
Stepping on the tall bed!

We see a couple of dragons, hatching.
Looking down the short bed,>

We see a couple of dragons, serving.
Stepping to the back yard,

We see the brick roof. 4

The elephant thou still tie,

Thee horse thou still hold.

Thou would live 100 years5

And would live five more.

Thee lady has

healthy children!

Who are as beautiful as ones on pic-
tures

And as chubby as puppets

(1) Tallbed: beds in Viét Nam are
made of wood with four legs at the
corners. Tall beds are ones with long
legs.

(2) Dragon: implies the owner’s
prosperity.

(3) Short bed: beds with short legs.

(4) Brick roof: in Viét Nam, only
the rich can afford brick roof, so that
brick roof implies the rich.

(5) Live 100 years: in Viét Nam,
the elder is more respectful than the
younger, and the age of 100 is like a
dream of many people.

Of course, the above are only
some of the most common Tét tradi-
tional customs. If one would like to
know all of the Vietnamese customs,
however, one must travel throughout
Viét Nam to search for different cus-
toms in each region. By summarizing
some of the major Vietnamese Tét
customs, this article hopes to contrib-
ute to the development of youths’
knowledge and preservation of the
Vietnamese cultural heritage. O

2



ia Fen Dauw Nam

Bili Thanh Lié

ué vira xem ti-vi vira 4n. Mat

nang dan 1én trén man anh,

miéng nang nhai chép chép,
nhung dau 6c thi 1o ding dau dau. Gig
nay hai cdi gidc quan thi va vi khong
con ¢6 ti ép-phé nao ddi véi Hué. Pai
truyén hinh dang chi€u lai man kich
hai ma Hué rit va thich, khong hiéu
tai sao hdm nay nang thiy toan la
nhitng tro diéu rat d§. Tham chi c4i
mo6n bin thit nuéng ma nang dang xdi
12 m6n ma nang wa chudng nht, hom
nay bdng tr§ nén nhat nhéo, vo vi.

TAt ca 1a do thiing chdng ci-chén
clia nang ma ra. Nang di c6 ging gat
hinh béng gi ra khdi dau 6¢c nhung
khong thé nao lam dugc. HE ctt nghi
d&€n hidn 12 nang cdm thay sdi suc tim
can. Ba cu me ciia Hué tir trong phong
ngl budc ra, thi'y con gii dang ngdi
budn xo trén gh& sa-16ng. Cu hdi:

— Ua, céi Hué gid nay sao chua
v€ nha?

Li€u, ba chi cia Hué, trd 13i thay
cho cd em:

Vé sao dudc hd me, vo chdng
tui né con dang gidn nhau ma!

Ba cu xua tay:

— Oi dao, chiing may lai cit bay
vé&, 10 1dm chuyén. Vg chdong ddi lic
com khong lanh, canh khong ngot la
chuyén thudng. Phai chap nhan va tha
thtt 1an nhau thi méi song dugc chd.
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Ba cu chi néi th&, nhung that su
trong thAm tAm cu khdng mudn con
bé nay diing cii nha clia thiing con ré
cu dé€ 1am noi lanh nan mdi khi vg
chdng n6 c6 chi€n tranh. Ngay trudc,
sau khi tong dugc “qua min nd chaim”
nay di, cu mirng hét nhén. Tudng thoat
nan, nhung khong. Bay gid hé ct luc
duc 14 né lai mod vé day doi in va.

Duong, con ré ciia cu, g6p ¥:

— Thi dé€ di Ay & tam day vai
ngay dau c6 sao dau, me. D€ khi nao
duong Ba né6 biét 16i, goi dién thoai
lai...

Hué ngit 15i dng anh ré:

— Sittc mAYy, con lau d6. Bay gis
khita 130 ¢6 goi lai nan ni em ciing
ché thém!

C4 ngudi néi 1An ngudi nghe déu
bi€t cau phat bi€u vira rdi khdng diing
st that, b&i vi may ngay t4 tic & day
h& nghe thiy c6 ti€ng dién thoai reo
1a Hué c@ chay lai hdi ai goi. Cai thai
dd thap thdm, sudt ngay ngdi chau
truc bén canh dién thoai clia nang cé
nha déu thiy ro.

Khong riéng gi ba cu, ma Liéu
cling mudn em g4i minh r5i khdi nha
ndy cang sém cang t6t. Mic du
Duong, chdng nang, chua c6 thai do
gi c¢6 thé goi 1a sim s5, nhung nang
tha ctt d& phong trudc cho chic in.
Liéu khong bao gid quén ring ngay
xua chinh Hué mdi 1a ngudi ma
Duong mudn tan tinh. Dao d6, ket cho
g 12 mdi khi goi lai d€ tin c6 em ma
co chi cit bit dién thoai. Lira gin rom
lau ngay ciing chdy, va két qua clia
suboc chay d6 1a mot bé trai that xinh.
DPén Iiic d6 thi Duong khong con mot
chon lua nao khac hon 14 két liu cudc
ddi doc than cta ga tr ddy. Ga tv an
i ring Au cling la “tinh em duyén
chi”. Sau nay Duong mdi rd la chi em
Liéu c6 thong dong truSc va Hué da
¢ tinh nhudng ga lai cho co chi.

Liéu bdo em:

— Tao thdy may lam nhu vay
ciing qui ddng 1im, Hué a!

Hué quic mit nhin chi:

—Em thay chd c¢6 gi la qua d4ng

ca. Chi tht nghi xem, ngdy mdi cudi
khita 130 hita hen d4 diéu: nao 12 cai
thudc 14, bd udng bia. Bay gid con
qué cha ngudi ta. Gan day lai sinh ra
cai tait ddnh bai. Khdng, em khong thé
chap nhan c6 mdt ngudi chdng nhu
vay dudgc.

Duong chen vd mdt ciu ba phai,
vO thudng vo phat:

— Piing rdi d6!

Duong vain ty hao 1a mot ngudi
chdng miu myc, nhung ban be thi goi
gd 1a “Nguyén Thi”, chi vi cd doi ga
khong bi€t dén bia rugu va thudc 14.

Liéu phan tich:

— Pan dng ai ciing “t d6 tudng”.
That ra dugng né nhu vay dau c6 dén
ndi ndo. Chi “mdi” vi pham c6 3 dicu
thdi ma. Hon nifa, theo chi nghi thi
dan 6ng ma khong biét hiit thudc va
udng bia thi khong phdi 1a dan 6ng!
Tuc ngit Viét Nam c6 cau: “nam vo
ttru nhu kY vo phong”, em khong biét
sao?

Cau n6i ctia Li€u lam chdng nhu
bi cham phdi noc ma nang nao hay.
Duong ra vé bat dong:

—Em néi vy thi anh bit dau tap
udng rugu va hit thudc cho em vira
long.

Li&u dm chong:

— Em 18 miéng néi bdy cho em
xin 16i di ma. Em chi mudn néi dén
nhitng ngudi dan 6ng khac thdi, con
chong cia em thi khong bia, khong
thudc cling 1a dan dng.

Diing 1a 1udi khong xuong nhi€u
dudng 14c 1éo. Nhin céi canh ba chi
va 6ng anh ré dang 4u y&m trén chiéc
gh€& d6i 1am Hué cdm thidy chuéng
mit, va tii thin v6 cling. Me nang
khuyén:

— Thoi, me nghi con nén vé nha
di, @€ chong né mong. Con vai ngiy
nita 1a T&t rdi, vg chdng nén nhudng
nhin 14n nhau @& giir hoa khi trong ba
ngay xuan.

— Khong, con khong vé dau.
Cung 1dm thi & lai diy dn T&t v6i bd
me va chi Liéu ludn, c6 sao dau.

Li€u nghe nhd em thdt ra cu d6
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lam nang niy ngudi 1én mdt ci nhu
bi dién giat. Tinh nang gidng ba me
& chd hay tin di doan. Nang nghi may
ngay dau nim ma ct phai nhin ci ban
mat him tai cda nhd em nang sg bi
xti quiy tron nim. Nang tim cach du
Hué vé nha:

— C6 gi thi ¢t vé nha truSc cai
da, moi su d€ ha hdi phan gidi. Vg
chong dau nim ma luc duc thi s& gay
16n sudt nim cho ma xem.

— Em cha sg!

Hué tuyén bd mot ciu chic nich.
Du khong dugc thi doa. Li€u dinh
him doa n€u nhd em khong nghe 13i
thi budc 10ng nang phdi mdi né ra
khoi nha. Bdng dung Itic d6 c6 tiéng
reng dién thoai. T ngay Hué sang
day ldnh nan, hé nghe c6 ti€ng dién
thoai 12 nang néi lién:

— Noéi 1a em khong c6 § day!

Nang n6i mai ddm ra moéi miéng
va bing thira, vi dau c6 ai goi lai ki€m
nang. Biy gid thi nang ching con
budn lap lai cai diép khic nay nira.
Sdn tién dang ngdi k& cai dién thoai,
Hué danh phai nhic 6ng nghe.

Nét mit ciia Hué bi€n ddi dan
dan, cang lic cang tuci hin ra. Chi
can nom qua nét mit nay thi c nha
déu biét ngudi goi 1a Du, chong nang.
Hué néi modt cAu nhd nhe trude khi
gic may:

—Da, chiéu nay em vé v&i minh.

Hué dit dién thoai xudng rdi
quay qua me:

— Nha con méi goi lai xin 16i va
kéu con v&. Anh n6i Tét nhat d&n noi
r6i, 4nh khong muén vg chong bt
hoa trong ba ngay xudn. Ping nhu
me nghi day.

Ba me ha hé:

— |t ra phii nhu th&. Th& méi
dang 12 r€ clia nha nay chi!

Hué noi tiép:

— Nha con cling hira 12 tir nay sé&
noi gudng anh Duong, titc 1a khong
bia, khong thudc, khong ¢ bac. Pay
ciing 12 quy&t tAm clia nha con trong
nim mdéi.

No6i xong Hué di vao phong thu



x€p db dac. Trén dién thoai lic ndy
Hué néi v6i Du 1a s& vé nha chiéu
nay. Nang chi néi viy @€ lam cao mot
chit thoi, chir that sy nang dang nén
néng mudn rdi khéi diy cang sém
cang tot.

Hué 14i xe vao khu siéu thi Phuéc
Loc Tho d€ mua vai mén banh miit
vé cling dng ba trong ba ngay Tet. V&
d&n nha, nang dau xe tir ding xa trudc
c6ng. Nang mudn danh cho chdong
mot cdi ngac nhién.

Tir ngoai cdng budc vao Hué da
nghe c6 ti€ng ngudi cudi néi vang
vong tlir bén trong phong khach; ti€ng
dan dng 6n a0 nhu v& chd. Hué vao
nha bing 16i ga-ra. Nang dan dan vg
1&, thi ra thiing chdng mic dich cta
nang van chiing nao tat niy, dang tu
tap ban be dé& nhau nhet va danh phé.
Thé& ma hdi niy gi ddm hita hen du
diéu trén dién thoai.

Hué buc qué, ném cai gié dung
banh trdi mot c4i ram 1&n trén san gb.
Ti€ng dong 1am Du giat minh. Ga voi
tam rdi cudc vui, buSc xudng tif phong
khach, di chan nam da chan xi€u. Du
ngac nhién khi nhan ra sy hién dién
clia ba v¢ & nha bép. Ga lén ti€ng
héi:

— Ua, em v& hdi nao vay? Sao
hdi ndy em néi 1a chiéu mdi vé ma?

Hué nghién ring:

— Anh ¢6 htta v4i t0i 1a bé nhau
nhet, c& bac rdi, phdi khong?

Du tinh bo:

— Ping vay!

Hué chi 1&én phong khéch:

— Anh giai thich cho t6i nghe.
M3ay 6ng dang tu tip lam gi trén
phong khach?

Du gii dau:

— Anh ¢6 hira v6i em 1a anh bd
may cai tit xAu nay. Nhung c6 mot
cai tAt xau nita ma anh chua bd dudgc.

— Tat gi?

Du cudi rudi, va dap ngon lanh:

— Tatnéi déi! O

Chiic Mitng Nam Moi
Nguyén Pdn Dinh St

Pai the xwin

T6i dang viEt mdt bai tho nho nhé
Gilta gizo thla, trén timg budc tha phuong.
Toan rhitng cAu thoat thai tw ndinhd
Cho nhitng g} con dé lai qué huong

Cho embé dang thiéu an thiéu misc
MBi xuin vé, mbt. dip kb dau them
Marh o mdi i trong mo knbng chic
Mén db chof, xa qué biEt déu tim

Cho rhitng chau con tudivita do Ién
NgB cut rbinén chéng cb tuong lzi
Gitta x& hdi dang vd cling hbn don
X20 tréloc Y a, ai chét misc al

Cho rhitng dita em, nhitng c6 chau géi
Budic cling db, drh chon ki€p 2n suiong
Tudi mudi ba, mang bao thai hily hoai
Khéng Kibu i ciing cay déng doan trudng

Cho t4t c&bame gia khbn khd

Cong lung mang rhiing ném thang dau bubn
Séng timo d& rangdi gbc phé

Dzm mé hnh ngo, cling mbt chuyén budrl

Cho rhitng nguoi cha ngap dbundnglia
Quérh trong chén nudc mat tron bin By
Niém udc mo di comngdy hai bira

R&t bith thuding rhung cling rat chua cay!

Cho rhiing cu gia, nhitng bng, rhiing bac
Chét khbng hgudi dugrc nbi nhuc son h
Con trong tim rhiéu dém nghe mubi xat
Ngary cubi ddi, zi ny mdt thay ma.

Cho d&t me tiing go rachnat

KE tiY ngay lich a7 18t trang den
Chua trir duqc i hai dan pha nude
LI & chiing conmbt i uon herl

Cho ngudilinh chia hai rrign dz chét
Chéc con dau canh huyrh dé tuong tan
Téi nghiép cac anh mbu xuong phi hét
Cailinh hon, chilc tAt c4 binh anl

Va cho toi themmbt namluulac

X 86 nguoilammodt ké ngu ngo

Vn tho xuéin van tiing cAu man méc
Niém rhé thuong, ndi tubi nhuc khdng bo!

Thanh Hitu Huyén

WHon Song
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Vhé vdi ta éhi la thin théi day!
Whuing ma sao ta day dict ééi léng
Khi méi lin é6 ké khde ngdm tréng
Theo béng nhé khudt ddin theo 16T ngo
Ta eam thdy mat minh whue idng dé

Ta ngai ngiing lkhi nhé mim eudi tuoi
(Odi mét ai hay giita phé’ khéng nguéi
Ciing da du lam long ta nghi vdin

Ta mudén héi sao whé ewdi vé vin,

Mhé mudn lam ta ty tive phdai ching?
Réi lgng thinh ta chdng néi chdng ring
e da gian el vi nguyén nhdn dy
Chdce é6 lé ta quen hoi ldm ddy

Whé véi ta chi mdi ban than théi!!!
bay phdai chding ta da lé yéu réi

Wén ta et budn vui vé duyén ed.

Odi Trung Whan

Xuan ca

ta mSi thdy xuén nhdp hon vii tru

Ludi thoi gian do bang tudi trang sao
trén dinh niicay ndy choi dam nu

rang ngan may vang tia don xudn vao
nhimg canh mairue ny vang dicm xuyct
hoivusn xudn ron ré khdp mudn phuong
SIS nhe rung trén nhing canh Ic bicc

ad ngdn hoa cung tau khiic nghé thucng

nguey tirdo vé day dém trir tich

dot dinh tram cho huong ngdt bay xa
Lrong bong L1 mot dém dlaitich mich
nét mue mS trong déng lidu thudt tha

ri bt do phong suong ta nhe budc
hon lang lang nhurthuong uyén mudn hoa
khong thoigian, khong cd dli sau trudc

clng dat troiron rd khiic xuén ca.

Tran Dinh Ngoc

Won Song
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Ariane Pham (Golden West College)

Ay hom vi ban ron

ki€m tra mii sdng

hdém nay Tinh méi

ranh rbi d&€n ngim

tri€n 1dm tranh
trong san Cafeteria. C4c biic tranh déu
ban véGi gid $5 dollars cho cidc sinh
vién trong trudng.

— O, that ré qua. -- Tinh vira
nhoén miéng cudi vira nhin t& quiang
céo tranh trong tay.

Tinh thich nhat c4c bic tranh ba
chiéu (3 dimensions) thit ngd nghinh.
C{t nhin ddm dam vao bic tranh do
ndm phut thi tv nhi€n modt hinh ba
chiéu tir tir s& hién 1én. Tinh chgt nhé
1an dAu tién nhin bic tranh, nhd da bi
cac mau sic sic s 1am hoa cd mit.
Sau vailan “nhttc ddu nhicc mit,” nhd
da quen dan va da kham ph4 ra sy vi
diéu clia cc biic tranh “4n” nay. Tinh
ngiing lai va ngdi trudc mot bitc tranh
16n ba chiéu dua vao tudng, tay chong
1én cim va mit nhin thing vao bic
tranh ra vé suy tu.

Thitc dang rdo budc vé hudng
phong in bdng dirng lai. Thic ngdi
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xudng chi€c ban trong gan d6, voi
vang m& quyén tip nhip dang cam.
Cay biit chi trong tay Thitc thodn tho#t
1én xudng, chay ngang doc trén trang
gid'y tring that nhanh nhen. Thitc say
sua v4i nhitng dudng cong nét hoa,
d4u Thic Itc cdi xudng ldc lai nging
1én. Phai chiang 1a mét hoa si dang
tr§ tai? Thic vé& thém vai sgi toc da
theo con gié thodng phdt trén ma co
g4i ngim tranh. Chi€c sd-mi tring co
mic cang lam ndi bt mai téc huyén
qué vai co. Dang dap c6 ngdi chong
tay 1én cim nhu dang mong mo diéu
gi. Thitc thodng udc minh 1a ngudi
“4y” ma cd dang nghi dén. Cod gii
trong that dé thuong... Thitc ngudc 1én
va chgt bit gip cip mit c6 bé nhin
vé phia minh. Thiic that bang hoang
khi c0 ta ri chd ngdm tranh dang ti€n
t6i. Mt co bé day vé lo ling.

Tinh strng s6t khi nhan ra chan
dung minh trén trang gidy. Tinh nita
s¢ hai nita khong tin, mai sau nhd méi
4p tng:

— Please, could you not draw me
anymore?



Thitc khong tra 16i, 1ing 1& nhin
xudng dat.

— “Chét 16i, phdi néi sao day.”

Thitc nghe c6 bé li nhi biing ti€ng
Viét.

“Thi ra c6 bé 1a ngudi Viét Nam.
Hen chi dé thuong qud,” Thitc mirng
thAm.

Tinh ludng cudng hoi:

— Can you sell this picture to me,
please?

Thitc nhin Tinh dong dac tra 16i:

— Bifc vé& nay to1 khong ban dau.

Thitc bt cudi thanh ti€ng khi doi
mit tron xoe diy ngac nhién ciia co
bé nhin minh.

Maii sau Tinh mé&i m& 15i:

— Anh...1a ngudi Viét hg?
Anh...anh 1am on bdn lai tAm tranh
cho toi.

Thitc qua quyét:

— Toi di néi rdi, tAim tranh nay
t6i khong ban. Nhung dé t6i mang vé
cham phd vai nét rdi s& mang ting
¢6. budgc chi?

Tinh ldng ting:

— Toi...toi...

OK, viy minh gip nhau & diy
tudn t6i, cling ngdy nay gio nay.

Tinh chua kip trd 161 Thic da
ditng day buGc nhanh.

Thitc ngoai dau nhic Tinh:

—NhG & day nhé.

Tinh nhin theo ding Thiic mat
din sau cdnh ctra phong dn. Tinh
ngin ngudi suy nghi mii, “Khong biét
cdi anh d6 la ai, sao ma trd qud.”
Nhung nghi lai cling thdy vui vui, thi
ra “ngudila mat Ay~ cling dan Mit nhu
Tinh. Suét tuan long Tinh ndn nao,
mong sao d&én ngay thi sdu dé Tinh
c6 thé ngdm tranh ctia minh. Tinh nhi
tham, “Khdng bi€t minh con nhéan ra
minh khong? Kéo ngudi trong tranh
dep hon ngudi that thi dau long qua.”
Cudi cung thit sdu cling phadi dén.
Tinh bd hé&t cdng viéc, c6 ging d&én
diing gid va hdi hop chd anh chang
la mdt hom nao. C6 bé néng 1ong nhin
ddng hd. Nira ti€ng rdi mot ti€ng trdi
qua that nhanh. P4 qud mot ti€ng

ddng hd ma ngudi vin biét tim tich,
dé Tinh cudi cling ling 1& bd di... Thi
sau tuan nay nhd lai d&€n ngdi tai chd
hen cii nhung nira ti€ng lai troi mau.
Tinh nghi minh that hoang dudng, “Ai
lai dgi chd mdt ngudi ho ‘Leo
huyén’.” That v van!! Tai sao minh
lai d€ tin ngudi nhu vay.” Co bé gian
minh qué dbi. Tinh ditng day voi cat
budc nhung chgt nghe ti€ng ving
vang phia sau.

—E, cobé, doi toi v6i. Di mau vay.

Miic 18i xin 16i cta Thic, Tinh
van than nhién. Thic dit bic hoa
trudc mat Tinh nhung c6 bé 1am 1i li€c
nhin cira s6.

Thic nin ni:

— Thoi cho xin di nhé. Chién
tranh lanh lam chi. Minh mé&i gép
nhau lAn thif hai thoi ma da “bén ni
bén ng” rdi. Bita @n trua nay cho tdi
dai d& chudc t0i, coi nhu ddnh hué
vay. Nao tranh nao an trua, bita nay
c6 ngudi tring s6 thi phai!

Tinh nhin ra ngay ti€ng clia anh
chang “ho L&o” nhung nhé khong
budn quay lai, ti€p tuc huéng vé
phong &n.

Thitic voi kéo chi€c gh& ngdi
trudc mit Tinh ¢8 gidi thich su 13 hen
ky trugc:

— Tuan trudc bit ¢d doi, toi that
xin 10i. T6i ban cong chuyén nén
khong d&n dugc. Hom nay t0i c6 dem
bic tranh cho c6. Mong c6 s€ thich.

Won Song

Su di dbm ctia Thic da trong gidy
14t 1am tan budn buc trong Tinh. Co
bé mim cudi nhin Thitc. Tinh va Thic
k&t ban trong mot tinh huéng bat ngd.
Tai khudn vién dai hoc & tinh 1i nho
nay chi c6 vén ven khong trén musi
sinh vién Viét Nam. Hau hét ho déu
trudng thanh tai M. Tir clr chi, 16i
n6i dén tén goi clia ho déu hap thu
van héa Tay phuong, duy chi c6 cai
ho Ia hoi mdt chit Viét Nam thoi.



Nhung diéu dé cang gin bé tinh ban thim thiét giita
Thirc va Tinh.
skeokeoskeoskoskosk

Thitc ding sau lung Tinh dong dac doc nhitng dong
chit trén trang v4:

— “Gip nhau 1am gi @€ rdi nhé r6i mong...” Tinh
dang vi€t gi vay? Xem nio, d€ anh sita chinh t3 cho.

Tinh loay hoay Vi€t vdi vang déng tap khi nghe
ti€ng Thiic.

Co6 bé ling tdng:

Em...em khong Vi€t gi cd. Anh Thifc nay cif tréu
ngudi ta hoai. Coi chitng b&n ¢6 nuong trd mit a nghe!

Thitc dd danh:

— Tinh viét gi vay? Cho anh coi thir dugc khong?

Tinh e then tra 16i:

— Khdng, em dinh viét may “chiim thd thin” choi
thoi ma. Pua anh coi @€ anh mang em lIam trd cudi sao.

— Thiét ma, anh mé&i doc may cau dau thiy hay hay.

Suy nghi mot 14t Thic néi tiép:

— P& anh mang ding bai tho clia Tinh trén bao
Non Song ctia Tong Hoi Sinh Vién nhé. Tui nay dang
rat can ngudi yéu tho yéu vin nhu em vay. Hay anh moi
Tinh d&n budi hop ban bién tip bio Non Sdng trén Tong
Hoi.

Thiic vin nhu vy, va du Tinh vao nhitng quy€t dinh
bat ngd nhu 1an diu hai dita quen nhau. Tinh khong
biét phdi trd 15i Thic ra sao nhung két cudc cod bé da
khdng quan dudng xa theo Thifc 14i xe hai ti€ng ddng
hd 1&énTéng Hoi Sinh Vién lam bdo mdi chii nhat. Khong
0 tif luc nao Tinh da hing say bdo chi cing anh Thic.
D6 1a niém an Gi duy nhit vi trude gi Tinh van 18 loi,
xa la v6i moi ngudi. Tinh thudng mic cAm qué mia so
véi cdc ngudi con gai duyén dang khic ciing la tudi.
Tinh khong son phan lai khong biét chung dién. C6 bé
ldc nao cling chi bi€t dén chi€c quan Jeans va so-mi
tring, d6 cling 1a y phuc hiing ngay ctia Tinh. Co bé
nghi ding minh von trdi bit thap, c6 chung dién thi thap
van hoan thip. Dién lam sao bing ngudi ta! Nhitng y
nghi 4y lam Tinh déi khi thd o lanh ling v6i chinh minh.
Tinh di rit vio mot thé giGi rieng dé an phan. Cd bé
rat s¢ bi ngudi ta danh gid vi c6 bé khong biét d5 15i
néu khdng may c6 ngudi chi trich. Tinh chi mong dudc
yén thoi. Sy trAim ling da chi€m 14y con ngudi Tinh.
Ngugc lai ¢ bé da trit hét tAm sy vao nhitng trang nhat
ky, nhitng bai tho, nhitng mau truyén ngin. Ngudi ta thi
mugn rudu gidi sdu con Tinh muon vin d€ gidi khuay
ndi niém. Tinh ludén nghi minh 14 c¢6 gii nhd tim thudng
khong dang gy chd y, mot cd gdi day tu ti mic cdm.

shoskeosk sk sk

Thitc chd Tinh 1én ddi hong gié sau mot tuAn mét
nhoai véi midterm. Tinh ngudc nhin nhitng tia ning nhat
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Xudn N ho

Xudn lai dén, thu qua, ong trong tréi
NhG bbng ngudi, nhd mai bude chan thu
L4 x30 xac dua ti chbn suong mi

Géi theo gib vivuloi hoi ngo.

Néng oi néng, sudilong ta ching 4
Mbt mla xudn céi mé séc carh dao
Carh mai vang né ro a xon xao

Mhg Nam M1 Niumg sao Ngudi chéng théy?

VAn am tham 101 nguyén xua git kg
Morg chiic Nguoi hoan hi 4o tréng ngén
DU d&irh réing chim nbi rudc triéu déng

Poi1an udc, nghin Ibn trong, da diét

YYén oarh reo ngd bbng ngudi tha thist
Dong ebng Fien réo réch ubn quanh co
Qua nlii tring ddng cha lozi chim bign

Cla miia Xuén, sbng niii chia thién nhign.

Hdi NgocYén
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thoi thép cudi chan trgi. C6 bé nhim
mit hit thd ba hoi that sdu d&€ dén
ludng khong khi lanh lanh ctia budi
hoang hon vao diy 16ng nguc. Tinh
thAm uSc thdi gid dai ra va cham lai
cho ¢cd bé dudc tin hudng gidy phit

diu xudng trang nhat ky d§ dang.
Thitc da bi Tinh lam ngay ngit
ngay tif ngay diu quen nhau. C bé
khong gidng nhu nhitng ngudi con gdi
khac; cd bé c6 mot cdi gi that 16i cudn,
that tho ngdy dang yéu. Tinh khong

quén Jeans va 4o thun xanh thdi trang
budc xudng cau thang. Co bé vdi hat
madi téc ngdn sang bén va nd nu cudi
duyén dang. Ai Linh, ngudi em duy
nhat cia Thtc, thdt xinh xdn dé
thuong.

Tinh thuong dao quanh cdi ho nhé gan dé thuéng thic bdc tranh son thay thién nhién.
Vao liic hoang hén, nhiing mau sic tim, vang, cam, xanh loang 16’ trén nén troi trong
nhu bat nuéc mau cua hoa si.

thién thin canh anh Thic. Nhitng
ngay hanh phic gin anh tuy don gidn
nhung that tuyét vdi. Nao nhitng chi
nhat theo anh 1én Tong Ho6i Sinh Vién
mi€t mai bio chi, nao nhitng bita com
tra hdi hd truSc gid vao 16p, rdi
nhitng ky midterm cling anh “déng
dd” & thu vién tir sém dén khi bi dudi
ra ngoai. VGi anh Thiac, Tinh c6 thé
ddi khi 1am con nit goi ly kem bdn
mau ma khong sg anh cudi.

Tinh thao thitc cd dém. Mot chut
gi vuong van..len 1én vao tAm hdn
Tinh. Tinh 1it nhe quyén nhat ky qua
mot trang trong. C6 bé bit dau nhitng
dong chit, “Hom nay anh Thdc va
minh...” Tén “Thitc” da qud quen
thudc trén nhitng trang nhat ky. Co
bé tuy héi phdi ching tinh ban gitra
hai nguGi dang r& vao mdt ngad xau
xa hon. Tinh cAm nhin dugc sy thay
ddi 16n trong 1ong, mot chiit bang
khuiang khi nhic dé€n anh Thic.
Nhung nhitng chém yéu duong déu
sém bi Tinh dap tit. Tinh khong ddm
nghi xa x01 ngoai viéc mong dudc gap
anh Thic mdi ngay la c6 bé man
nguyén rdi. Co bé nghi trén Téng Hoi
Sinh Vién khong thi€u ngudi dep, sé&
khdng t6i phién minh, c6 1€ anh Thic
di chon dudc y trung nhan rdi, c6 1&
anh chi xem minh 1a ngudi ban thudng
tham chi 1a ngudi em gdi dang tdi
nghiép thoi, c6 1€...co 1€... Nhitng sg
sét vu vo quay cudng trong tim tri boi
roi cia Tinh va ¢d bé thit vong guc

doi hdi va that t&€ nhi. Sy trAm ling
clia cd bé cang ting thém sy huyén
40 va Thitc cang to md mudn tim hiéu
thém vé Tinh. That d& thuong d6i khi
Thitc chd Tinh ghé qua cong vién trén
duding vé tir Tong Hoi. Co bé rit tir
tdi 40 nhitng mau banh mi khoé va rai
day dat. By chim bd cau dau d6 xa
xuéng md ngon lanh. Nhitng chi bd
cAu manh dan dén gin chan Tinh dé
nhit m&u banh mi. “Em Tinh that diy
long bac 4i,” Thitc thodng nghi. Mbi
khi Thiic can gitp d, c6 bé déu hién
dén nhu doc dugc ¥ nghi clia Thic.
C6 hém trdi mua tAm ta, Thic vira bé
thung bdo niang vita doi mua. Liic
Thitc ngling 1&n thi bit gip Tinh theo
sau che dit cho minh. C6 bé nd nu cudi
hién hoa nhin anh. Khi 4y Thifc cAm
thdy phan khdi, ganh niing cla thiing
bdo nhe hin va hat mua budt gia
khodng con y nghia nita. Thitc thim
cdm on tr&i da cho Thitc gapTinh. Anh
rAt mong din Tinh vé ra mit ba me
trong mot ngay that gan.

Ro6i Thiic ciing thuc hién dudc
niém udc. Thitc mJiTinh vé nha chai,
mugn cd 1a phai v& xong t6 quang cdo
trugc khi 1én Téng Hoi hom d6, nhung
suthatla d3 hoan tit cong viéc tir tuan
trudc.

— Tinh ngdi choi di, anh 1&n 1au
v& not tAm banner réi minh 1én Téng
Hoi. P& anh goi nhd em xudng néi
chuyén v6i Tinh.

Mot cd gdi trac tudi 20 trong bo
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— Chao chi, em biét chi 12 chiAn
Tinh.

Tinh khé& gat dau tr3 13i:

— Em la Ai Linh phai khong?

Ai Linh “da” nhe mot ti€ng doan
c6 bé nheo mit nhin anh Hai.

— Chi biét khdng, khong c6 ngay
nao ma anh Hai khong nhic dé&n tén
chi. H4, anh Hai tinh todn hay thiét,
i dudc chi An Tinh vé nha ra mit...a
khoéng...choi v6i em ne.

L& n6i bAt ngd ctia cd em gdi tinh
nghich 1am Thic giat minh.

Thitc voi dd 16i:

— Con nhé nhiéu chuyén. Mang
che cho chi Tinh an di.

Cé nha Thitc niém nd dén ti€p
Tinh. Gia dinh Thitc tuy chi c6 bdn
ngudi nhung thit ndng Am. Hai anh
em Thiic 16n 1&n trong tinh thuong cia
ba me va dudi mdi 4m gia dinh nén
Thic ludn vui cudi.

kst skokok

C6 mdt ngon ddi nhé dudce Tinh
dat tén la “cin phong thi€n nhién” vi
mdi chiéu sau gid tan hoc co6 bé déu
dén day lam bai hoic thid hdn lang
lang theo tling con gi6 thoang. Cin
phong nay chi cia riéng Tinh ma thoi.
Tinh thich thd nghe ti€ng liu lo cla
chim sé chuyén canh hoic ling ngim
biac mit trdi tit dén di ngd. Tinh
thudng dao quanh c4i hd nhé gan d6
thudng thic birc tranh son thily thién
nhién. Vao lic hoang hon, nhitng mau
séc tim, vang, cam, xanh loang 18 trén



nén trdi trong nhu bat nuéc mau clia
hoa si. HOm nay Tinh thém mot tudi.
Co6 bé ngdi trén mot go dat cao, hdi
hop thdo mén qua do chinh cd bé ting
cho minh. Tinh ning niu qui béng
bing thiy tinh (musical crystal snow-
ball) va vin diy c6t ba 1an. Mot diéu
nhac ém 4i tr6i 1én. Co bé 1ic nhe
qua béng va nhitng hat tuyét bay 1én
trong nudc. Lai mot cai sinh nhat am
thAm qua vi khong con ai nhé ngay
nay d€ ting qua cho co bé. That x6t
xa khi mdi nim phdi gugng cudi m§
mon qua ty minh ting. Tinh nAng mén
qua thiy tinh nhin qua lan nuéc mit.
Mbt cin nha xinh xinh bao quanh bdi
thita vudn rau cai. Mot uGc mo that
don gidn nhung sao khé dat qua...

Thic 1én d@di ki€m Tinh. Anh
mirng thAm khi thiy tir xa dang co gdi
trong bd quin Jeans 4o tring. Thiic
ti€n vé huéng Tinh ngdi.

Thic néi 16n:

— Chic mung sinh nhat, em Tinh!

Tinh quay phit lai ngac nhién
qua dbi:

— Ua anhThic, sao bi€tem & day?

Thiic ra vé thong thao:

— Sao lai khong biét. Trong bai
thd nao clia em ciing ta cdnh ndi non
giong nhu & day. Tinh nay nhd 1dm,
Tinh di. C6 chd nao anh chua thim
qua. “Nam nhi chi khi bon phuong”
ma. Thoi dirng néi chuyén nay nira.
Em mau m& qua di.

Tinh run run nhin Thic. Anh mit
cb bé 10é 1én niém sung sudng.

— O, tron bd hai quyén sich day
tho tién chi€n. Cdm on anh Thitc
nhiéu. That qui qua.Anhla ngudi dau
tién ting qua cho em do.

— Chic em sinh nhit vui vé.

— Anh Thic bi&t khong...

Tinh van vé chi€c 14 trong tay.
Tinh bit diu ciu chuyén biing nhitng
ngay hanh phiic trong tAim yéu thuong
cia b6 me va cdc anh. Nha Tinh
khdng du d4 nhung bd me ciing lo diy
dd com 4n 40 mic va sach v cho bon
anh em Tinh. Tinh nh§ rit rd mdi khi
sinh nhit cd bé déu nhian day ip qua

tir gia dinh. C4 nha déu chudng ¢ 1t
hé&t. Anh Hai va anh Ba phu bd gdnh
véc viéc ngoai, chi ¢6 anh Tu 1a 4n
cAn v&i Tinh nhat. Ngudi Tinh thuong
nhit van 12 anh Tu. Anh 4y hién lanh
chdt phac. Anh ludén danh céc cong
viéc néng nhoc trong nha nhu ganh
nudc, tudi rau nhu s¢ cd em bé bdng

s€ mét. Anh Tu thuGng chd Tinh tan
trudng mdi chiéu, mua qua cho cd bé
in, chi bai cho c6 bé, hodc rira bat
khi cd bé hoc thi. Nhitng ky niém siu
xa gio dugc x&p gon trong ky tc clia
Tinh, d6i khi dugc mang ra 6n lai dé
roi Tinh thAn thd nhung nhd va ti€c
nudi. Poi tay clia Tinh qua y&u dudi
dé niu giif thing ngay dau yéu dudi
mdi &m gia dinh. Tinh nhé mai budi
ti chia ly khi theo anh Hai va chi dau

Won S69g

1énh dénh tim ty do trén chi€c thuyén
ddnh c4 cii k§. Toi hom ay Tinh nitc
né ddu mit vao 1ong me. Chung
quanh Tinh ai ciing khéc. Me nim
chit tay Tinh va trao chi€c vong ngoc
me vira thio tir ¢8 tay. Tinh da xa lia
qué huong va ti't cd thuong yéu,
khong bi€t ngay nao trd lai. Khdong
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bi€t dinh ménh sé& dua Tinh dén dau.
Gio day trén dit ngudi, anh Hai va
chi diu sudt ngay quan quat vat 16n
véi tién nha, tién xe, lo cho hai dda
con trai nhé va cd chinh Tinh. Hai
ngudi di bién biét d&€n khuya bd lai
Tinh thui thdi véi miy dita chiu ho.
Tinh hiu dugc hoan cinh khé khin
nén c6 bé hé&t1ong chim séc hai chdu
dé dén d4p cong nudi dudng clia anh
chi.



Mbi nim Tinh déu nhan dugc
nhitng c4nh thiép sinh nhat noi bd me,
anh Ba va anh Tu tir Viét Nam. C6 bé
tranh dé cap dén ddi song vat va bén
nay vi s¢ me s& khéc dé€n quén in
quén ngi. Tinh bdng sd. Co bé sg
nhitng hanh phic bén anh Thic rdi
ciing mong manh theo gié cudn nhu
nhitng Itic bén bd me va cic anh.Tinh
nguGc nhin Thic. Hai hang 1€ chay
dai trén gd ma xanh xao clia cd bé.
Giong Tinh buii ngii cdm xdc, nhu
dang k& 1€ nhitng u uit trong long tir
lau. Thitc m& rong tay mudn 6m Tinh
vao long vd vé nhung lai ngai ngiing
va chi v nhe vao ddi vai gy nhd
nhdn cla cd bé.

sk skokosk sk

Nhu thudng 1€, sau gid tan hoc
Tinh mon men theo con dudng mon
doc theo cédc biét thu d€ 1én “cin
phong thién nhién.” Trdi 14m tAim mua
tlf s6m nhung Tinh khéng lo vi nhitng
con mua tinh ly chgt dén rdi chgt di.
Tinh da dén noi nhung khdng tai nao
hoc dugc. Con mua ngay mot ning
hat khi€n co6 bé phai thu x&p ra vé.
Gid day con mua cang trit xudng 20
at. Khi Tinh tré vé con dudng mon
thi chi thdy modt dong song cudn cudn
kh6éng sao qua dugc bd bén kia.
Chung quanh Tinh chi 12 riing rim,
ddi va nhitng go dat 1& thanh bun. C6
bé kh& rung minh. Tinh nhim mit va
cAm nhan su budt gid c¢o don gitta chdn
ritng hoang nay. Man dém kéo xudng
dan Iam Tinh d6i 14 va lanh c6ng.

Linh tinh bao truéc, giuc Thic voi
vd vugt mua 1an mo theo mé dudng
1én d6i. Thitc s¢ Tinh s& 1én diy hoc
bai theo thudng 1&. Thifc chgt thiy
Tinh diing xa dang co ro canh mot go
dat cao.

Thitc 14y hét sitc hét16n tir b bén
nay:

— Em Tinh... Em Tinh...

Anh mit hai ngudi gip nhau
nhung dong song thic 1 dd cich ngén
hai dira. Nhan ra cdi nhin ciu citu ciia
em Tinh ma long quidn dau. Thic
mudn gio thét dién cudng. Thifc

cudng quit, mit hoa 1én. Trong lic
thap ti nhat sinh, hinh nhu Thic trong
thdy & tit xa mot cay thdnh gid cao,
¢6 1€ tir mOt nha ths. Tuy khong phéi
dao nhung Thiic cAm thAy mot niém
tin manh m&. Anh dinh than, ¢ 13y
lai Iy tri va cim cdi chay d&€n cin nha
gan nhit cau cttu. D6 mudi lam phit
sau thi ba ngudi dan dng tréo xudng
qua d6n Tinh an toan vé bd bén nay.

Thic nita mé nira tinh khi gip lai
Tinh. That kho tin vi trong gidy lat
Thitc tudng dd mat cd bé. Anh siing
sO nhin ¢d bé, long ming r& nhung
khong sao néi nén 16i. Tinh hiéu dugc
sy mirng 13 trong 4nh mat Thic.

C6 bé an ui:

— Em...em khong sao. Anh Thiic
ding lo.

Bat gidc Thic dua hai tay xi€t
chit Tinh vao 1ong nhu s¢ mat cd bé
mot 1an nira.

Thitc map may:

— Anh thiét lo cho Tinh qui. Néu
em c6 chuyén gi, sudt ddi anh khong
yén.

Tinh khé guc dau vao vai Thic,
nghen ngao:

— Em...em s¢ khong gip dudc
anh Thic nira.

Mic mua gié, khi d6 Thitc cdm
thay chi c6 trdi, dat, va em Tinh ma
thoi...

Sdng hom sau Thitc chd Tinh qua
cong vién, ndi hai dita ngam sao tuan
trudc.

Tinh ngac nhi€én nhung mai sau
cd bé méi hoi:

Ua, minh khong phai 1én Téng
Hoi ha anh Thiac?

Thic ding im nhin ra xa doan
quay lai nhin Tinh khdn khoan. Thitc
chdt nim tay Tinh va dé 1én phia trai
nguc minh.

— Em Tinh, anh...anh...y...

Tinh doan dudc Thic s& néi diéu
gi. Co bé cAm thay hai ma biing bitng.
Tinh biét tir nay Tinh s& khong con Am
thim 1€ bong nita. Tinh cAm ctia cd bé
tir nay s& khong con an tinh nita. OJ
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Juong Ju
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Chiéu t& 4rhndng dep am sz0
Thuét tha ta o véilua dao
Than nga yéu diéu nuong theo go

Hoa 14 von theo budm vé vong,

T2p térh theo dan budmngay xun
Ngay xudin hoa budm |4 loi tinh
Vuon a mudt quéa ben thémngoc

Gaonmai bang khudng.. héi tric da.

v .

C6 nhat mubn hoa Tt van néo
N YR o

VE day traikhap I0i xuan sang
200N RN AKX

Hoi nang co 1an qua ben ay

Vdikhach tri am.. nudc hen ho.

Va day niing thi tuaké

Cho thuyén én hoan roi bén mbng
Cho tréng mo s6ibdng u huyén
Rudc tinh talenngdi tinh ai

Sz0.. chéng tra oi ta.. chl mdt 1.
Lang & mé gigng trén doi i

Mb théng mai vé suong cb tan

C& theo may tréng tho ngdy mai

Chéng dosi tinh quan chon bui horg.




... Pdc tai di huong vi di khdch

Mdi phitng giai tiét bdi tu than ...

(Mot thdan ddt la qué nguoi

M0éi khi gdp Tét khon nguéi nhd nha...)

hidng giéng, trdi bit dau

trong sang hon; hoa anh

dao ciling dang bit ddu

hé nd lac ddc trén céc

sudn d6i va dudng phd

San Diego. Thang giéng UCSD bit
diu ky thi gitta khoéa, sic s 40 lanh
di mau cling ti€ng chuyén trd huyén
ndo va don dip nhitng budc chan nhur
bay chim v& t8 tir “Warren Lecture
Hall” dén “Peterson” hay “Revelle
Building” xa lic. Cdc guong miit tré
trung vui tuci hén hd khong mot chit
muon phién. Chung quanh sin trudng
cd cay dang dim chdi ndy 16c ngat
mot mau xanh cia uéc mo va hy vong.
Cham chap budc di dudi ning xuin
Am 4p va birng birng stc s6ng nay,
t0i khong khdi ngdm ngiii chanh nhé
nhitng mlia xuin nim cii § qué nha.
Thang giéng nim sdu muoi tim,
mua xuidn clia bang hoang kinh hai
cd mot thoi thd Au vin con ti€p tuc
am 4nh trong t6i qua nhitng con dc
mong sau nay. Vi con qud nhd nén
t6i khong nhd gi nhiéu 1dm vé nhitng
phiit kinh hdn ctia diu nim 4y, ngoai
trit ti€ng dan nd lién hdi, ti€ng truc
thang U U bay lugn trén diu va tiéng
dai bac doi vang 4t ca ti€ng kéu gao
thdm thi€t vi khi€p ddm, hay mat mat
ngudi thin clia nhitng ngudi ba con
chung quanh nha ngoai. T6i may min
dugc s6ng s6t cling véi di it va ngoai
dudi mot ngdi ham kién cd & mot gée
vuon. Pém 4y 1a mot dém dai nhat
trong ddi ma toi chua tirng thay. Sdng
ra, nhin thdy xém nha ngoai da bi
chdy ra tro va hang trim ngudi chét
nam la liét khip san trudng, toi da bit
dau bi€t cim ghét nhitng ngudi xau
gdy ra chi€n tranh vd cdm thdy x6t
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thuong cho sy mong manh ngén ngli
clia mot doi ngudi.

Rdi nhitng mia xuin k€ ti€p &
Tuy Hoa véi nhitng dém thao thic lo
au clia me vi nghi dén ba c6 thé bi
ngd xudng bat ngd bdi mot vién dan
vO tinh nao d6 ngoai tran tuyé&n. Toi
da hi€u dugc khong nhitng chi c6 me
t6i ma con ¢ bi€t bao ngudiViet Nam
khéc cling dang d6n xuan v§i chung
mot tim trang phip phdng lo s¢ tai
dch dan bom sé& ap d€n cdc ngudi than
bat ¢t lic nao, T6i cdm thdy x6t xa
cho chinh minh va cho tit cd nhitng
ngudiViét Nam da sinh nham vao thdi
loan lac.

Va t6i ciing khong thé nao quén
dugc mua xudn chay loan ndm nao.
To6i da ching ki€n hang ngan ngudi
khong k€ ngay dém diu dit nhau tir
Ban Mé Thudc, Pleiku, hay Phu Bdn
doc theo dudng tinh 16 7 vé huéng
Tuy Hoa. Pudng phd hdn loan bsi xe
va ngudi vdi nhitng khudn mit hdc
hdc hoang mang. Pau dau ciing thi'y
moi ngudi voi vang hap tip. Nhiéu
ngudi Tuy Hoa da 1an lugt rdi bd
thanh phd ra di. Nhitng cudc chia ly
x4y ra bat ngd voi vi. Tuy Hoa thing
giéng xdc xd, diéu tan loan lac. Tuy
Hoa thing giéng vdi nhitng ngudi linh
th4t tran say swa hung hiing trit gian
trén dau nhitng ngudi dan vo tdi. Roi
mila xudn dugc két thic v6i nhitng
chuyén xe thi€t gidp hoi ha rit lui
cung v4i nhitng ngudi linh mét mdi
rd rdi vira bin vira 1ui chen nhau chay
vé huéng bién. Dot nhién ti€ng sting
ciing im hdn lai. C4i im ling ngot ngat
ddng sd sau hon hai muoi nim dn 2o
day xéo dan bom sé& bit dau cho
nhitng cudc thanh trirng dim mdu va



ngudi dan sip stta khong con c6 du
com dn va 4o mic ngay céd trong
nhitng dip d6n xuin vé.

Thodng chdc di gan hai mudi
nim ké tir miia xuan nim Ay. Hai mudi
nim qua trong nudc dudi ch& do doc
1ap tw do, c6 bi€t bao nha tu da dudc
dung 1én; bi€t bao ngudi dan bd thay
trén nhitng viing kinh t€ méi; bi€t bao
ngudi chi di lac hay mat chong; biét
bao ngudi cha chon viii d8i minh trong
th cdi tao; bi€t bao ngudi me di chit
chiu buon chdi nu6i ning chdng con,
va bi€t bao dita con biét xit ra di dang
mong uSc mot ngay tré vé dén xuin
trén qué me.

T6i cling da hon ndm ndm luu lac
XU ngudi bén goc trdi ty do that sy
nhung phdi xa cdch ngudi thdn.
Nhitng mia xudn nim cii da trd thanh
nhitng muia xudn ky niém trong 10ng.
Toi ¢6 co hdi ngdi lai trén ghé nha
trudng sau mudi may nim lam quen
dong dng. Toi c6 dip ti€p xiic vdi th&
gi6i viin minh tién nghi vt chdt va
dudc dn nhitng thitc dn ngon, la va
ném th cdc mén an Viét Nam cia c
ba mién, nhung trong tdi van ct thdy
thi€u thon mot diéu gi. C6 18 vi thi€u
ving nhitng ngudi thAn yéu dén xuin
bén canh. Téi nao nao nhG nha, nhé
ba , nhd me, nh§ cdc em, nh§ nhitng
ngudi ba con xa gan thian thudc. Toi
nhd ca 16i di vé ngdi trudng nhd bé
ddng yéu v4i ban be than da mdt thoi
cung toi cdp sdch.

To6i nhé da di€t, nhé ndo niing va
vin vd mo udc c6 mot miia xuin yén
binh thit sy trén qué minh. Mot mua
xuin cé phao dé nd ron vao dém trir
tich, c6 ba rung dui cao hitng doc tho
xudn; ¢6 me din do chon gid xdng
dat; c6 tit cd cdc em chen nhau quanh
bép Itra hdng véi day dd thite in ngon
va rugu tra say sua ca hitctuing véi ba
con ling giéng ngat ngudng chiic tung
nang ly. M6t mila xudn khong 1a cia
riéng ai tl thanh thi d€n cdc lang mac
xa x0i hay nhitng ndi deo heo gié nui.
Mot miia xuin sum vay doan tu va
hanh phic cho tit cd moi nha. O

-

Xuc’in\#y /I/OIQ?

Nyéi yén anl ké eho em nghe.
Jby vong Dinh Situ ta tré vé
Cjng San tiéu tan khéng eon nia
Vi 6ng Cdac-Mie hodng chay di

Ong nay reo rde dan tie ta

Cdi thuyét phi nhan de gian ta
Nguyén mdi, dita éng, éng phdai chét
Chét khéng nhdm mdt, héa thanh ma.

Trdi dau e6 thém am hai éng
Chi vi din khé', doi bit eéng

Cdan ngé ngu ddan ngéi thugng dinh
Meoi, Kiét, Anh, edm dén tji dan

Todn dan, doan két, tinh gide mo?
Diing diay, gido, gucm, dudi ngon ed.
O vang ba sge bay phdt phdi

Thanh binh, mé hji don ruin vui.

Ruin nay Dinh Situ lhéi hodn ca
Trau di litng thing wdde nant nha.
Tt Wam ra Bée dian phin khéi.

Khiie hit oai hiing trén duing xa.

Troc cude nim

76 Son
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Xudn Nam Ay

— Nang Xuén di vé mang lai sifc
s6ng cho mudn loai véi....

— Trd lai day, Vi. Tra lai cho ta,
¢6 nghe khong h3??

— Pé€ em doc ti€p mot chiit nita
ma, “nhitng lan gié 4m 4p...”” Ai da,
lam chi ma dit vy cha?

— DPua cho ta, le 1én.

— Con lau méi dua.Ai da, me i,
chi Vy nhéo con ne....

Vii cim dau chay vao bép, mic
cho nhé Vy vira la 161 vira rugt theo.
C4 hai vira chay, vira la hét mudn sap
c4 nha. BAt thinh linh, Vii dung tring
Huyén vira tif trong bép di ra, lam thau
nudc trén tay nang dod tung. Huyén
vita 16m cdm bd diy, vira nhin nhé
héi Vii:

— Mi lam chi ma 1i tring ta vay
nh6c?? Mdéi sdng ra sao la hétum sum,
khong dé cho bd me ngi hay sao??

Vy vira dinh phén trdn thi Vi da
vOi cudp 161 ndi trudce:

— Chi Huyén biét khong? Nha
minh vira ¢6 mot van si thit thiét do
nghen. Vi€t vin doc 1én nghe mé ly
nio niing dén.... rén da ga, téc tai thi
dung ding 1én ludn a nha. Em khuyén
chi nén udng thudc an than trudc di....

— ﬁa, ai ma tai vdy ca??

— Xin long trong gidi thi¢u cung
toan thé ba con c6 bdc xa gan mot
nha vin tai ba tén tudi 13y ling khip
nim chiau bon b€, mot nha vin ma
mdéi khi nhic dén tén moi ngudi
déu.... khong phuc, d6 chinh 12 nif vin
si H3iVy....

Vi vwra dai giong ndi huyén
thuyén mot trang,
vira nghiéng minh
gid bd dang gid mi
chao Vy tréng thit
ti€u 1am kinh khing,
lam Huyén nhin khong dugc 6m
bung cudi phd 1én, khi€n Vy cang
thém buc boi. Nhé ta nguyt hai ngudi
mdt cdi, xi mot ti€ng thiét 1a dai, rdi
giyt voi tdp bdn thdo trong tay Vi
trudc khi gidn dbi bé 1én 14u, mic cho
Huyén va Vi chum diu xi xdo ban
tdn trong bép.

— Vi, mi doc bainhd
Vy viét hdi ndo ma
bi€t 1a viin nhd
ta doc nghe rén
da ga, dung téc =TT
gy hé?? :

— Thi cdi tdp
gidy lic ndy dé. Em
méi doc duge c6 may
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cAu ha, thi dung triing chi... USng ghé,
bi ba Vy 14y lai mat tiéu rdi.

— Ua vay sao, tiéc ghé hén. Ta
dau c6 biét, bing khong thi dau dé
cho nhd ta 1dy lai d€ dang vay...

— E, chuyén gi ma ban tén coi
¢6 vé hao hiing qud vay hg ba con??
Cho tui nghe ké vdi.

— A, anh Huy, lai diy le 1&én. C6

biét chi cd, ctf cim cui ngdi lau 14
dong. Cong viéc tuy nhi€u, nhung nhd
nha d6ng ngudi nén chi d&n chiéu la
ddu d6 tam xong. Huyén cim thdy
that vui vi nha clta gon gang, dep dé
tlf trong ra ngodi. Ndim nay, may cay
mai dang san trudc dugc may chi em
nang chim séc k§ cang nén da dam
nu sum sué tir goc dén ngon, trong

— Da thua quy vi, hdm nay 1a
ngay 23 thidng Chap, ngay 6ng Téo
vé trdi, toan ban vin nghé chiing t6i
xin déng gép vai ti€t muc dic sic dé
gitip vui. (V0 tay) D€ mé dau cho dém
van nghé, ching t6i xin trdn trong gidi
thiéu cling quy vi giong ca clia nit ca
s Hai Vy vé6i nhac pham... (quay qua
héi Vy) Da, nhac phdm “Ly rugu

Vay la gia dinh nang lai dén thém mét cai Tét nai x& nguoi. Khi nao

thi sé dugc don Tét & qué huong??

tin nay hap dan lim...

— Chuyén chi dzay hé, k€ le
Ccoi...

— Ba Vy viét vin dé.

— O, thiét ha?? Sao mi biét....

Thé 16i cdi tin Vy viét vin dudgc
nhanh chéng truyén di. C4 bon nim
dwra vira lo trang hoang, don dep nha
clta mirng nim mdi, vira ban bac k&
hoach d€ in trom nhitng ban thdo clia
Vy. Mdi dita mbi ¥ nén 6n 20 ca nha.
May ma Vy con ban thd hon lam tho
trén 1du nén ching bi&t d€n 4m muu
den t6i clia ddm anh chi em nang. Sau
mot hdi ban bac x6n xao, tit ca déu
dong y vdi k&€ hoach do Huyén soan
ra, va sot sing nhan nhiém vu cda
minh.

-00o0-

Hoém nay da la Hai Mudi Ba thang
Chap. Huyén cling Vy phu me lam
cb ciing dng Tdo vé trdi. Sau d6, con
phdi lo di chg d€ mua thic in ndu cd
Té&t. Huy chi huy Vii va Thanh lau chiii
ban thd va quét vo6i phia truGc nha.
Nhé Théo dugc me giao nhiém vu got
va xam quét dé 1am mit. BS ciing phu
vdi ddm con trai mot tay d€ trang
hoang nha ctta. Ti€ng cudi néi dia
gidn ron rd vang 1én khip nha. Nhat
12 nim dita nhém Huyén thinh thodng
lai li€c nhau rdi phé 1én cudi. Vi dita
nao ciing cdm thay thd vi cho trd vui
sap dién ra. Chi to6i cho nhd Vy, ching

rit dep mit. M4y chiu ciic, mdng ga
cling khéng kém phin tuoi thim.
Nhitng cdy quit trffiu ning trdi vang
wom ciing dang sin sang d€ chio dén
Chia Xuan.

Budi t8i, sau khi ciing tién 6ng
T4o vé trdi, c nha quay quan bén ndi
banh chung. Ti€ng cudi dua tréu choc
nhau xen 14n véi ti€ng cii reo ti tdch
trong 10 cang lam bau khong khi gia
dinh thém 4m cing. Pang dua gion
vdi ddm em, Huyén chgt nhé dén k&
hoach di dinh nén nhdy mit ra hiéu
cho Huy va ddm nhd. Huy gat dau,
r6i ding day néi 16n:

— Da thua bd me va c4 nha, nhan
dip nim mdi....

— GiG nay ma nim mdi hd anh
Huy??

— Chidc anh Huy md& ng tui bay
oi, 1éu 1éu mic cd...

— No6i 16n, cho néi lai d6, Huy...
C4 d4dm nhao nhao 1én phan d6i va
tréu choc khi€n Huy ling ting, dua
mit cau cifu bd. Niy gid bd me chi
ngdi tim tim cudi nhin ddm con
nghich phd. Bay gi¢ thdy cd ddm xim
nhau bdt nat minh Huy nén bg 1én
ti€ng:

— P& yén cho Huy néi ti€p di cac
con.

Huy thich chi vi dugc bd bénh
nén nghénh mit nhin ddm chi em, r6i
mdi cat ti€ng noéi ti€p:
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mung Xuan”. Thua quy vi, day nif ca
si Hai Vy.

C4 nha v0 tay that16n va nhin Vy
cudi tim tim, khi€n Vy ty nhién cdm
thdy mic ¢d vi bi moi ngudi “chi€u
tuéng”. Sau vai phit, Vy bit dau cat
giong hdt theo ti€ng dan ctia Huy. C4
ddm cling c4t ti€ng hat theo 6n 20 nhu
chg v& nén man don ca bi€n thanh
hdp ca that1a nhon. Vira chdm ditt ban
nhac, 6ng biu Huy lén ti€ng gidi
thiéu ti€p:

— Va tiép theo 12 mot giong
ngdm diam, ¥ quén, ngdm thd bat hi
clia nit nghé si Ha Huyén véi thi phdm
“Xuin Xa X" ctia thi s HdiVy. Thua
quy vi, day nit nghé si Ha Huyén....

Huyén ding diy, nguyt Huy mot
cdi thiét dai tru6e khi cat ti€ng ngdm
tho, trong lic Vy dang ngdi sitng sd
Vi sttng s6t. Vy ching hi€u sao bai tho
nay lai lot vao tay cia ddm anh chi
em nang nita. Ti€ng ngidm trim 4m
va truyén cdm ctia Huyén di 16i cudn
su chid ¥ clia moi ngudi, ching ai dé
y d&€n vé mit nhin nhé clda Vy ca.
Dén vai phiit sau khi Huyén dit ti€ng
ngdm, moi ngudi méi vd tay 2o ao.
B6 khen:

— Huyén ngam tho kh4 Iim. N&u
chiu khé tip luyén thém, c6 thé 1én
san khau biéu dién dugc. U, ma Vy,
con tap lam thd tr ldc nao th&€? Bai
thd rat hay. B6 khong ngd con gdi bd



lai gidi dé€n nhu vay.

Me ciing 1én ti€ng khen lam Vy
vira sung suéng, vira mic cd. Bong tuf
nhién Vi la 1€n:

— Oi udi dat oi,....

— Chuyén gi d6 Vii??

— Sao vay??

— C6 sao khong hd con??

— Da, khong c¢6 chi dau bo me
a. Chi tai tho cida chiVy nghe hay qua

khi thdy ddm anh chi em c¢ dem
nhitng “da con tinh than” cda nang
ra ma ngim nga, binh luin. Pa thé,
Huy lai con ddm sita 16i tho clia nang
dé 1am trd cudi nita chi. Nghi ma e
khong hd?? Ai ddi, bai tho cia Vy véi
nhitng ciu dé thuong nhu vay:

Nang di trong ndng nga

Oi, ding dep biét bao

Khién hon téi khd' sé

nén téc tai con bi dung ditng hét tron
ha. Lai thém cdi giong ngdim dam ace-
tic acid 15% ctda chi Huyén lam con
rét run cd ngudi 1€n thoi....

Vil tinh bo vira néi vira nheo mit
tréu Huyén va Vy, lam c4 nha cudi
am 1én. Huyén nguyt Vi mot cdi con
dai hon xa 16 Bién Hoa, trong khi nhd
Vy nhanh tay cd mot cdi thadt manh
l1én diu Vii. Vi quéd bAt ngd nén Vi
né khong kip, danh xoa dau rdi nhe
rdng ra cudi choc qué Vy cho dd then.
Sau d6, c4 nha lai c6 nhiéu dip cudi
dau bung v6i man hai kich Tdo Quéan
do Huy va ddm nhd trinh dién. Huy
dong vai Ngoc Hoang that 1a khéo.
Vii, Thanh va Thao 1am Tdo Quén. Ba
dwra vira thay nhau doc cudn sé day
cdm, vira 1am hé nén khé ai ma nin
cudi ndi. Chi ¢c6 Vy la tifc t8i thim
trong bung vi bi ddm anh chi em “xam
nhip “ vdo ddi tu khd nhiéu. L s6
Tio Quan ndy, nang viét di 1au rdi
ma khéng dim ding bdo chi vi sg bi
choc qué. Th€ ma cudi cling cling bi
“batmi”. Sudt ca budi tdi, Vy cti nhiin
nhé va lau bau mdt minh hoai hoai

Dem vao méng chiém bao....
ma Huy lai ddm ty bién ty dién thanh
ra:

Nang di nhu... con ga

Oi, ddng mdp biét bao

Khién hon téi kho s

Vi gdp nang, chiém bao...

Vy quau Iim ma khong dim lam
mdt man “Tdc-Dzang ndi gidn” vicé
bo me & d6. Nang ching bi€t phii
tron dau trude nhitng 4nh mit 14u linh
cla ddm anh chi em yéu quy, chi danh
nudt gidn ma gugng cudi.

Khi dém da khuya, banh ciing da
chin t6i. Sau khi néi vai 15i két thic
dém vian nghé “bé tii”, Huy trdn
trong dua tip tho viét tay cia Vy cho
bd me kém theo vai 13i phu dién trudc
cdp mit md tron xoe sing sot clia Vy:

— Da, thua bd me, con xin dai
dién nir thi sT HAi Vy trn trong kinh
ting b6 me tic phadm dau tay cia tic
gia....

Huy ngung ndi, quay lai nhin Vy
nhdy mat mdt cdi, rdi tinh bo néi tiép,
mac cho Vy ludm va nguyt:

— B6& me doc thit xem, con bdo
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ddm bai nao cling hay tuyét cd meo.
Né&u khong hay xin ¢t ty nhién ma...
liéng bd, phai vdy khong hd nit thi si
HAi Vy??

— Piing rdi d6, ¥ ki€n hay.

— Hoan ho 6ng “bau” Huy.

— Bravo.

C4 ddm em cta Vy dugc dip la
161 ting ho cho 161 tréu choc cda Huy
cang lam Vy buc dén rung rung nudc
mit. B6 me vdi lén ti€ng hoa gidi va
bénh vuc Vy:

— Thoi t8i 16i, cdc con sira soan
dingl di. B6 me rat vui va hinh dién
Vi tai ndng cla cdc con dém nay. TAt
c4 déu gidi, nhung dic biét nhat 1a
Hai Vy. B6 khong ngd con cé cdch
suy nghi va dién td cdm xic doc ddo
nhu vdy. Rdng 1€n nghe con.

Pang phung phiu va ruom ruém
nudc mit, nghe bd khen Vy lién tudi
ngay nét mit va tim tim cudi mot
minh. Thiy vy, Huyén lién reo to
1én:

— A, coi “nif thi s7” ndi ti€ng Hai
Vy kia. Vira khéc vira cudi, dn mudi...
cdidam.

— O h4, chiVy vira khéc vira cudi
udng mudi hii dam.

— Khong dau, phdi udng mudi
lu dA'm méi diing. Chi Vy map U....

C4 ddm lai dugc dip nhao nhao
lén. Vy tific qua khong bi€t lam chi
cho d3 buc, bén rugt theo dé€ nhéo
Huyén tra thii. Huyén hét1én rdi chay
quanh nha d& trdnh....

000

— Lam gi ma ngdi thit ngudi ra
do vay, con??

Huyén gidt minh khi nghe ti€ng
me Au yém bén tai. Nang voi ddp:

— Da, con dang... d....

— Théi, stra soan le 1én rdi di
xem hoi chg Tét kéo tré, con a, bd va
cdc em dang dgi ngoai kia.

— Da, con ra ngay.

Huyén vira trd 18i me vira nhanh
tay chdi so lai mditéc. Vay 1a gia dinh
nang lai dén thém mot c4i Tét noi xit
ngudi. Khi nao thi s& dugc dén Tét &
qué huong? O



NHO XUAN XUA

Mot Xuan nixa lai vé tren d&t khéch
Lam léng ta chanh nhé d&n xuan xua
Xuan & day ciing banh, mit, thit, dua
Nhung huong vi vén con xa la qué
Xuan & day tiet troi phi bang gid

Chéa 8m nhu mia xuan & qué 15i

Xuan & day giao thita lang & trsi

le\émg +ié'l/\9 pl/\c';o nd don ming nam mdoi

Xuan & day cé bao ngudi lui t&i

P& chiic nhau va sudi 8m tinh than

Cﬁhg vui éfé’y V\I/\L/{ll\g 'éng van bang kb\mang <
Rua )
Vi xuén nay, mét xudn tha lf\udmg nxa m %l)nq

Bi&t bao gig xudn sé vé trén gitta Al dén tham ent si wg wudn h A‘Lq

TS Qudc ta, noi nhd bé than H/\U(ofng Wiy con di ving tréi xank trong

D& cho dan chim Vit tix ban phuong JOoa vui sde mdi eudi trong ndng

Ciing chdp céanh bay vé trong ndng dm. Ong budm dua tink nga sl mong.
Nyuyet Cim (ACZA) Sl dén cing anh tudi xudn néng

Dy thi md dé lan wi cong
Whip nhé ngite thé ting ahip séng
Cing nhing néng nan ngot da bong.
Fuan héng cho séng goi trong long
Wii déi, thung ling dao choi rong
Fuwdn oi hay nhé ding di sém

Cho théa trong long néi ude mong.

Qudch Cuong- Calif.
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CHAIRMAN HO CHi MINK:

ERO OR VILLAI

Editor’s Note:

Mr. Trdn Piic Thanh
Phong is a lecturer and regu-
lar host for the Voice of Viet-
namese Radio Program. This
article is a compilation of his
research and many published
articles. In pursuit for histori-
cal truth, Non Séng estab-
lishes this section and encour-
ages readers’ participation in
helping us in this pursuit. Non
Song thanks Mr. Tran for his
contribution to this special Tet
Issue. Mr. Tran now resides
in Cypress, California.

6s. Trin Biic Thanh Pt

Ithough, H5 Chi Minh

is gone for close to

three decades, his

policies still linger on,

at least in Vietnam,
specially in the Vietnhamese Commu-
nist Party (VCP), wherein the lack of
a reputable leader dictates the need
to continue worshiping Ho as the only
answer for survival. In the United
States where his name was mentioned
almost hourly in the 60’s, Ho is now
in oblivion, except in contemptuous
references within the Vietnamese
refugee community.

He was a giant figure disturbing
the geopolitics of Southeast Asia for
many years. He had risen not only to
a top position of his Vietnam, but also
had a commanding role as a political
thespian playing against superpower
politics and might.

HO Chi Minh’s rise to the zenith
of power was on a par with those of
Stalin, Mao, and Hitler. He reigned
with an iron hand and tyrannized his
own party and his own people into
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complete submission and total obedi-
ence. His mentors, Stalin and Mao,
however, always treated him as a
protégé and often reminded him to
stay in line.

To understand the man would re-
quire a starter based on facts and
documentary evidences. Whether one
were an admirer or an opponent of
this mysterious man, defining him as
either a hero or a villain would be
hard for one. Hero, he was, for his suc-
cess. However, the millions of victims
and the devastated destruction in-
curred on the nation by his practices
and procedures condemned him to the
rank of a villain.

Nevertheless, nobody had ever
realized a clear and truthful biogra-
phy of H6. Millions of words in doz-
ens of books written about him were
all based on hearsay and materials
produced by the propaganda machine
of the VCP. Ho himself had balked at
any suggestion about writing his bi-
ography. Next to his dedication to
Communism was his determination to



keep his past a secret.

Just to note on his birth date
alone, if details from the several pub-
lications were to be selected and sum-
marized, we would have at least five
different dates.

Only since the mid 80’s when
some archives were opened to re-
searchers that the reasons for secrecy
began to be unveiled. Too many fab-
rications were made to idolize and
deify this man who in reality was no
more and no less than a normal per-
son with a normal ambition. He was
to lead a typical life of any young
Vietnamese of his time looking for op-
portunities overseas.

However, it was those little unim-
portant historical incidents to be re-
lated further herein that made and
shaped his future, a future that would
haunt the very nations that rebuffed
him years back.

Who was Hé Chi Minh ?

He was born Nguyén Sinh Cung
on 7.11.1891, in the small village of
Kim Lién, Quynh Luu District, Nghé
An Province, in Northern Central
Vietnam, one of the poorest areas in
terrain and in resources. His father,
Nguyén Sinh Huy, a.k.a. Nguyén Sinh
Sidc, a village teacher from a better
than average family, who failed to
pass the traditional examination for a
Cit Nhan (bachelor) degree and had
to be satisfied with being Ph6 Béng
(sub-bachelor/junior doctor). Cung
himself had finished primary school.
For some unexplained reason, at the
age of ten, he got a new name,
Nguyén Tat Thanbh, i.e., Nguyén of
Certain Success.

French and Soviet documents and
passports revealed his identity under
different names including Paul Tdt
Thanh, Nguyén Ai Qudc, Chen Vang,
Linov, Lin, Ly Thuy, Lee Suei, Vuong
Son Nhi, Comrade Tran. He went to
the grave taking with him the mystery
of all these names none of which was
explained the circumstance for requir-

ing a pseudonym.

The world would only know him
as Chairman H6 Chi Minh, ruler of
Communist Vietnam, a position incon-
testably his, being the head of the
Indochinese Communist party (ICP)
that he founded in Hongkong in 1931
by Stalin’s order. He was successively
a member of the French Communist
party, the Russian Communist party,
an agent of the Comintern (Commu-
nist International) and a leader of the
Lao Bdng (Labor) party.

An advocate of Marxist-Leninist
dogma and an ardent supporter of the
international Communist movement,
H& Chi Minh was one rare specimen
of success in the Twentieth Century.
Trained in Moscow in extensive
Marxist indoctrination, they knew Ho
at the University of the Toilers of the
East (1924) as an unimpressive indi-
vidual and a poor student.

He was neither the genius and
hero of his admirers nor the monster
and villain of his foes. He was just a
shrewd, Machiavellian, and ruthless
ambitious man. It was his ruthlessness
that paved the way for him to power.
It was his ruthlessness that not only
created havoc to all non-Communist
revolutionaries, but also to his own
party members suspected of possible
unreliability. His most effective mea-
sure was to forward their names to the
French Sureté, assuring imprison-
ment, a cost free process to get rid of
his opponents.

His vicious method included a
most despicable incident taken place
in June 1925. At the time, Ho was
working under the name of Lee Suei,
a Soviet citizen, as an interpreter-sec-
retary at the Mikhail Borodin Mission
in Canton, China.

Ho had an arrangement with the
French whereupon he would trick the
celebrated leader Phan B6i Chau into
their captivity in exchange for a sub-
stantial amount of money, 150,000 pi-
asters, equivalent to the same amount
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of US dollars in 1925 exchange rate.

Accordingly, he sent Phan an in-
vitation to attend a preparatory con-
ference in Canton for the establish-
ment of a Vietnamese branch of the
World Federation of Small and Weak
Nations. Phan who was always appre-
ciative of the younger generation as
a valuable asset against the French re-
served a special approval for young
Ho. He was unaware of the greatest
betrayal of the century against him,
French agents who seized him at the
Shanghai railway station stalked
Phan’s travel schedule and rushed him
to the French Concession.

Shipped back to Vietnam, they
later tried and sentenced Phan to
death. However, students and several
worker-based organizations con-
ducted demonstrations throughout
Vietnam requesting Phan’s release,
forcing the French colonial authorities
to change his sentence to house con-
finement outside Hu€ and forbid Phan
from receiving visitors. He had re-
fused to accept a high level position
collaborating with the colonial admin-
istration in exchange for his freedom.

Ho later explained his obdurate
action as follows: (1) Phan B6i Chau
was a unique nationalist leader, thus
he was a dangerous rival to the Com-
munist movement; (2) the money was
needed for activities promoting Com-
munism; and (3) the execution of Phan
Boi Chau would help heighten Viet-
namese hatred of the French, thus,
will help in the advancement of Com-
munism.

Such reasoning alone should be
enough confirmation of Ho’s ruthless-
ness. He would stop at nothing in his
commitment to institute Communism
upon Vietnam.

An agent of International Com-
munism

Getting rid of Phan opened the
way for the Kremlin directly to con-
centrate on Indochina as a prize tar-
get, a stepping stone to the natural



resources of Southeast Asia.

HS Chi Minh became the
Soviet’s most effective and most suc-
cessful agent of international commu-
nism.

His dedication to Marxist
Leninism served well Moscow’s strat-
egy for world domination. He had per-
formed impeccably the responsibility
assigned to him by the Kremlin in the
conquest of Indochina. His under-
standing of Western impatience was
the basis for his strong belief that
Indochina was for the taking. Thus,
when he died on September 2, 1969,
a date cynically coincided with the
independence anniversary of his com-
munist state, he probably died confi-
dently believing that his comrades
would carry on his plan. They did.

Ho’s legacy is still haunting the
Vietnamese people to this day, more
than a quarter century after his death.
His legacy is a legacy of glory over-
shadowed by ruthless brutality, of vic-
tory eclipsed by widespread destruc-
tion, of fame obscured by treacherous
deception. It is a legacy of ideologi-
cal totalitarianism now in decadence
under attack within and without the
Vietnamese Communist Party. Worse
even, this legacy has turned Vietnam
into one of the most destitute coun-
tries in the world.

Most today Vietnamese, espe-
cially the younger generation, have
a vague awareness of this unusual
man. His supporters had managed to
exaggerate the little truth about him
into legendary tales. The popular ami-
able “Uncle Ho” often shown pamper-
ing little boys and girls was also ca-
pable of casually putting to death
more than half a million of “his nieces
and nephews” during the Chinese di-
rected Mao style land reform in North
Vietnam so brutally carried out that
the peasants in his own natal district
of Quynh Luu revolted in February
1956 followed by a bloody suppres-
sion. As always, Ho stuck to his clas-

sic pattern of putting the blame on
someone else, this time on Comrade
Truong Chinh, second only to him in
the VCP’s hierarchy, thus relieving
himself of the crimes committed by his
orders.

Ho and his comrades were so de-
termined in hiding his past that it

chives have emerged to reveal some
surprising secrets about Ho.

The following accounts from dis-
covered archival materials would help
separate facts from fictions.

The Beginning

Searching for his alcoholic father
who had gone South to work in a rub-
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would need patient and diligent ef-
forts searching through the files of the
Russian KGB, French Sureté, British
Intelligence, and the OSS (now CIA)
files in order to discover the true life
story of this man. Already, some docu-
ments from the Moscow and Paris ar-
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ber plantation, Nguyén TAt Thanh
discovered Saigon as a door to the
outside world, a world full of dream,
vision, and hope for any young Viet-
namese at the turn of the century. He
found his father, but their reunion was
to be short. His father encouraged him



to head West, to France, to anywhere.
He was twenty years old and without
any skill except some limited French
acquired in primary school. However,
in 1911, such was enough for him to
land a job as kitchen helper on the
French liner Amiral Latouche-
Tréville.

French and in his own hand writing
found in the Archives Nationales in
France:

Marseille, September 15, 1911

Mr. President of the Republic

I have the honor to solicit your
kindness the favor of allowing me to
be admitted as an intern to follow
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Thus, it was how Nguyén Sinh
Cung ventured into an unknown
world as Nguyé&n T4t Thanh. His am-
bition then was modest and normal for
a young man. His reasonable request
was expressed humbly in the follow-
ing translation of a letter written in

courses in the Colonial School.

At present I am employed by the
Compagnie des Chargeurs Réunis
working in the ship Amiral Latouche
Tréville as a way of earning my liv-
ing.

Iam totally without any resources
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but avidly in craving to learn. I would
like to become worthwhile to France
in dealing with my compatriots while
being able to help them in benefitting
from the usefulness of education.

I came from the province of Nghé
An, in Annam.

While awaiting for your answer
that I hope to be favorable, Mr. Presi-
dent, please accept in advance the as-
surance of my gratitude.

Nguyén T4t Thanh, born at Vinh
in 1892

A son of Mr. Nguyén Sinh Huy,
sub-bachelor degree

A student of French, Qudc Ngi,
and Chinese characters.

On that same date, Ho addressed
another letter similar in contents to
the French Minister of Colonies.

If accepted, he would, upon
graduation from the Colonial School,
get himself positioned among those
collaborators serving the French co-
lonial administration. It was the ab-
solute goal of anyone aiming for
power, even if this power were to
come from the French. In a letter from
Albert Lebrun, Minister of Colonies,
sent to Nguyén Tat Thanh dated Oc-
tober 21, 1911, he was told that his
qualifications did not meet the re-
quirements for acceptance to the
Ecole Coloniale. His dream was shat-
tered.

Thus, Ho failed in his quest to be-
come an official collaborator of
French Colonialism. Ironically, what
he could not acquire from the French
in 1911, he obtained it later from the
Russians in 1923. Although of a dif-
ferent source, he had realized his
ambition to become successful with
the means and support from a foreign
power.

An official version of Ho’s mys-
terious saga had it that “Uncle Ho since
his youth had always entertained a
deep love for the fatherland.” On his
kitchen helper job aboard a French
liner, it was “Uncle Ho left Vietnam to



travel the world in search of truth and
means to chase the French colonialist
out of Vietnam.” Such description of
a H6 Chi Minh since his youth already
dedicated to the ideals of patriotism
were quoted and requoted so often
together with other make-believed
stories that it had successfully trans-
formed Ho into a super-hero, a cross-
bred specimen of Confucius, Super-
man, and Tarzan.

Certainly, the contents in the

Résident Supérieur, the respectful
salutations from your filial people and
grateful servant.

Paul Tt Thanh

New York, December 15, 1912

The original in French was:

“....Jose méme désirer vous
prier de bien vouloir lui accorder un
emploi comme Thira bién des BS ou
Huan dao, Gido thu, afin qu’il puisse
se gagner sa vie sous votre haute
bienveillance.

The Road to Moscow

At the start of World War I, he de-
cided to quit seamanship and took up
residence in Great Britain where he
stayed until 1917. Employment was
limited to shoveling snow, gardening,
and kitchen helper at the Carlton Ho-
tel. However, his friendship with the
Chinese and Indian seamen in Lon-
don gave him an opportunity to attend
their Overseas Workers Association,
a leftist organization advocating anti-

Ho desperately needed U.S. recognition because
only an American blessing would give any guaran-
tee to his position and his young Communist state.

He was intelligent enough to feel the cool and dis-
tant attitude of the Americans, however, he kept on
his efforts until total war broke out against the
French on December 19, 1946.

above cited letter revealed a much
different Ho.

The Struggling Years

Nguyén Tt Thanh did not forget
his father living in destitute in Viet-
nam. When he had his chance to go
ashore in New York in mid-December
1912, he sent a letter written in French
and in his own hand writing addressed
to the French Résident Supérieur of
Central Vietnam, to solicit employ-
ment for his father, a partial transla-
tion is shown below:

“....Ievendare wanting to plead
you to give him a job as Thira bié€n of
the B or Huan dao, Gido thuy, so that
he could earn his living under your
high benevolence.

Hoping that your kindness would
not refuse the request of a son who,
in order to be dutiful, has only you as
support and while waiting for your
answer, please accept here, Mr.

En espérant que votre bonté ne
refuseraitla demande d’un enfant qui,
pour remplir son devoir, n’a I’appui
que vous et en attendant votre
réponse, veuillez agréer, Monsieur le
Résident Supérieur, les
respectueuses salutations de votre fil-
ial peuple et reconnaissant serviteur.

Paul Tt Thanh

New Yorkle 15 Décembre 1912.”

It should be noted that his French
had improved greatly since his letters
seeking admission to the Ecole
Coloniale in September 1911. His
new name Paul Tat Thanh gave him
the semblance of a French subject that
he was probably trying to cultivate as
an asset.

One cannot avoid feeling not just
humbleness but plain fawning in this
letter, incredible but true. Such was
the real HO Chi Minh well kept in se-
crecy for many years, until now.
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colonialism. Karl Marx was already a
name often mentioned to him, but not
yet exemplary enough for him to re-
vere.

It was probably at this time that a
new notion entered his mind. He still
retained the memory of the French
rebuff of his request to enter the Ecole
Coloniale (Colonial School). There-
fore, if he could not join them, then
why not fight them. A personal grudge
minor in nature reappeared as a mo-
tive for a higher idealistic purpose.
London was no place for a subject like
anti-French colonialism to thrive. Ho
went back to France at the end of
1917 at the height of a savage war that
had already taken a heavy toll in the
millions of lives.

It was also at a time when the Rus-
sian Revolution of November 1917
had caused significant reverberations
throughout the world. However, Ho




was still an unknown among the Viet-
namese nationalists in France. One
way to get himself in the act would
be to associate with the famous, thus,
he joined the crowd of numerous Viet-
namese activists among them were
Nguyén Thé Truyén, Phan Chu Trinh,
the latter incidentally was his father’s
idol and already recommended to him
in 1911 before he embarked the
French liner in Saigon.

Life in Paris was not easy in post-
war years although France had come
out the victor. Nguyén Ai Qudc,
Nguyén the Patriot, was to be his new
pseudonym in his first venture into
politics but he still had to gain his daily
bread as a cook, a laundry boy, a gar-
dener, whichever was needed. Fi-
nally, he decided on a more profes-
sionally respected independent occu-
pation, that of being a photo finisher,
wearing his classic dark suit at all time.

He was convinced that strong will
and determination alone were not
enough for the Vietnamese them-
selves to break the French yoke. The
French Socialist party welcomed him,
and being the only Vietnamese, he
received the limelight usually re-
served for better known members.
However, Ho was already getting his
inspiration from the Bolshevik Revo-
Iution. He was most attracted to the
Third International [Communism] for
their emphasis on the liberation of
colonies as their basic objective.

Therefore, when the French So-
cialist party broke into right and left,
Ho opted for the left, the Third Inter-
national, and was qualified as a found-
ing member of the French Communist
party. He had found his spot in the
world of the extreme left. From then
on Ho engaged himself in serving the
cause and the goal of Communism. He
knew that if he had a part in Commu-
nist successes, the reward would be
the realization of his own ambition.

Nguyén the Patriot was ready. He
ascended to “Nguyén the agent of In-

ternational Communism.”

Pilgrimage to Leninism

His first break came when the
French Communist party sent him to
the Fourth Comintern Congress in
Moscow, November and December
1922. His Oriental origin gave him
special opportunities to meet Lenin,
Trotsky, Bukharin, and Stalin. At this
Congress, the Communist Interna-
tional, known as Comintern, decided
to create the SoutheastAsian Bureau,
an unexpected opportunity for Ho to
become an active member of
Comintern.

He went back to Moscow in June
1923, to attend the Krestintern (Peas-
ants’ International Congress) and was
elected to Krestintern ten-man Ex-
ecutive Committee. Ho was now on
firm land. He had acquired a position
within a communist organization dedi-
cated to free the colonies. He had se-
cured the kind of backing no other
Vietnamese nationalist could ever
dream of. He was satiated with satis-
faction and pride. He could act a little
arrogantly toward his peers, even to
his elders.

Communist Ho

Ho returned to Moscow in early
1924 shortly after the death of Lenin,
and managed to stay away from con-
troversial activities during the fierce
struggle for supremacy between
Stalin and Trotsky. He received inten-
sive training in Marxist-Leninist doc-
trine already reshaped according to
Stalin’s whim. They knew him as
Linov at the University of the Toilers
of the East and as Lin at the Institute
of National Colonial Affairs.

By 1925, he had received enough
communist doctrine education to be
assigned as an interpreter-secretary to
the Mikhail Borodin Mission in China,
at the time giving advice to the Chi-
nese Nationalist Government under
Chiang Kai Shek. Known as Lee Suei
and assumed to be a Soviet citizen of
Chinese descent he contacted many
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Vietnamese in Canton who knew him
under the name of Ly Thuy, Vietnam-
ese pronunciation of Lee Suei.

He was at a very opportune time.
Canton was still in the midst of excite-
ment about the attempted assassina-
tion of the French Governor in
Indochina during his visit at Shamian
(Xa-Dién) outside Canton by Pham
Hong Thdi. Pham Hong Thdi was to
become the only Vietnamese, the
only non-Chinese, hero buried at the
National Hero Memorial at Hoang
Hoa Cuong together with seventy-two
other heroes of the 1911 Chinese
Revolution that overthrew the Qing
Dynasty. Ho had a captive audience
of young nationalists, many of whom
became members of the Indochinese
Communist party, others, noncon-
formists, were betrayed to the French
by Ho’s tactics of elimination of the
unwanted and non-Communist revo-
lutionaries.

It was also on this same year that
Ho succeeded in neutralizing Phan
B&i Chau and, also, earned money
from the French Sureté.

Ho’s stay in China was to be in-
terrupted suddenly by Chiang Kai-
shek’s realization that the Borodin
Mission was more interested in build-
ing up Communist Mao than to help
his government.

Declared persona non grata, Ho
had to follow Borodin back to Mos-
cow. Except a brief assignment to
Berlin, his whereabout was secret
until he reappeared as a Buddhist
monk in Siam (Thailand) in 1928.
There was a sizable community of
Vietnamese emigrants in Siam and by
the efforts of Ho the monk, known
under the name of Nguyé&n Ai Qudc,
many of these became the backbone
cadres of the Thanh Nién, the
Indochinese Communist party, the
Lao Dong party.

The Indochinese Communist
Party

The Communist movement in



Vietnam ushered in so many differ-
ent groups that internecine struggle
aimed at recognition by the
Comintern was endangering the
whole movement itself. To name a
few, the Thanh nién, the Péng Duong
Céng Sdn Ddng, the Tdn Viét Cdch
Mang Ddng, the Cao Vong Thanh
Nién Ddng, the An Nam Cdng Sdn
Ddng, the Péng Duong Céng Sdn
Lién Doan.

The Executive Committee of the
Communist International ordered Ho
to take necessary action to stop all
groups from divisive activities, and
that Ho was to work out a unified party
for Indochina. Ho left Siam for
Hongkong in January 1930. His first
real task for the Comintern was how
to convene a Unification Conference
in February. Ho’s talent for persuasion
resulted in an amalgamation to be
called the Vi¢t Nam Cdng Sin Ddng
(Vietnamese Communist Party). Nev-
ertheless, the name did not please
Moscow and by October 1930, it was
changed to Pong Duong Cong Sén
Pdng (Indochinese Communist
Party), a more international name cov-
ering larger territory.

When Joseph Ducroux and
Hilaire Coulens, both French agents
of the Comintern were arrested by the
British police in Hongkong, they were
found with documents exposing
Nguyén Ai Qudc (Ho) as the man in
charge of the Southern Section of the
Comintern Far Eastern Bureau. That
was enough proof for the British to
arrest him. This was on June 5, 1931.

It was rumored later that he died
of tuberculosis in a Hongkong jail.
Obituary in the French I’Humanité,
the British Daily Worker, and the So-
viet media confirmed his death. Given
his survival tactics based on his coop-
eration with the French police in the
betrayal of Phan B6i Chau, his work
under the payroll of the Chinese
Kuomintang, his service with the
American Office of Strategic Services

(later the CIA) during World War II, it
was believed that he had agreed to
work for British Intelligence in ex-
change for his freedom, so, his disap-
pearance and subsequent obituary in
1933. He was not to be seen or heard
of any more until he resurfaced as H6
Chi Minh which is his story in the next
episode.

World War II: the Revival of
Hé Chi Minh

The “arranged death” through
obituaries helped calm down some-
what serious concern about commu-
nism within the Vietnamese move-
ment for independence.

The Japanese army invaded Viet-
nam on September 2, 1940, to close
the Southern flank in their war against
China. It was a boon for Ho to get back
to open activities. More important, he
had to regain Stalin’s trust.

Deep in the mountains of North-
ern Vietnam, in June 1941, hiding in
the Pdc B8 caves, Ho founded the Viét
Nam Péc Lip Pong Minh Héi (Viet-
nam Independence League) better
known as the Viét-Minh. He invited
some nationalist groups to join his
League, thus, giving some semblance
of a united front, however, positions
of leadership were all reserved for
Communists. His declarations and ap-
peals stuck to the Marxist line also
influenced the Chinese people al-
ready being pursued by Mao’s propa-
ganda network. Therefore, Chiang
Kai-shek government issued a secret
order for his arrest.

In August 1942, Ho crossed the
border into China disguising himself
as a blind mountain tribesman of
North Vietnam. A Chinese comrade at
the frontier met him. Unfortunately,
while Ho’s forged credentials ap-
peared genuine, his Chinese comrade
did not have the proper identification.
Both of them landed in jail, and Ho
decided to reveal his true identity as
leader of the Viét Minh and offered
his service to the Kuomintang in in-
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telligence gathering.

The Governor of Kwangsi
(QuéngTay), General Chiang Fa-kuei
(Truong Phdt Khué) immediately rec-
ognized Ho as the Soviet agent Lee
Suei he had met often at the Borodin
Mission several years back, therefore,
he ordered Ho’s imprisonment as a
suspect spying for the Vichy French.

While languishing from one jail
to another, Ho tried and tried to find a
way out. His opportunity came when
Governor Chiang Fa-kuei was pressed
hard by Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
shek for more intelligence informa-
tion about Japanese across the border
in North Vietnam. Thus, Chiang Fa-
kuei, in time of need, accepted Ho’s
offer to provide intelligence on Japa-
nese military movements, trading for
his freedom. However, the names
Nguyén Ai Qudc, Lee Suei, et al,
were too well known in China. Ho sug-
gested a solution, and Chiang took it.

Thereupon, Chiang Fa-kuei re-
ported to his Generalissimo that there
was a Vietnamese revolutionary
leader by the name of Ho6 Chi Minh
willing to offer his services. Nobody
cared about whom H6 Chi Minh was
as long as he could gather the neces-
sary information on the Japanese.
They released him on September 16,
1943, after more than a year in vari-
ous jails. They paid him 100,000 Chi-
nese dollars per month. His bad luck
was over, prisoner one day, a revolu-
tionary leader the next, and with
ample money to squander.

However, Ho was more busy pro-
moting his own cause than doing his
job with Chiang Kai-shek. They
judged his service unsatisfactory,
therefore, the Chinese stopped all
aids to him before the end of 1944.
At this time, Ho had already targeted
the Americans as a better source of as-
sistance.

Ho’s Cooperation with the OSS

Many times in late 1944, Ho con-
tacted Colonel Paul Helliwell, OSS



Chief in China, offering services in
intelligence, sabotage against the
Japanese, and rescue of American pi-
lots. On his first rescue of three Ameri-
can pilots he received six .38 revolv-
ers and twenty thousand rounds of
ammunition. He was disappointed at
the small reward. Subsequently, he
managed to talk to Richard Heppner,
Helliwell’s replacement, and was
somewhat more successful. However,
an American intelligence Chief in the
area had rejected Ho’s offer to be
more closely associated with the
Americans, i.e., to get bankrolled.

Nevertheless, the Americans
agreed to have a limited cooperation
on a mutually beneficial basis. Al-
ready warned ahead by the Chinese,
American intelligence organizations
could not afford to take a known
Comintern agent under their wings.
Also, they did not want to lose his ser-
vices that, no matter how small, were
still valuable, at least in the cases of
rescuing American pilots shot down in
Indochina.

The Soviet was his mentor and his
boss. Ideological conviction attached
him to them. He also understood the
inability of the Soviet to provide ad-
equate means for his activities. There-
fore, true to any good Communist
agent, self-subsistence was his way.
And the Americans he met in China
impressed him as representatives of
a very rich country.

Ho’s Efforts with the Americans

He was very close to a “Lt. John”
who had parachuted into his jungle
hideout sometime in May 1945. John
had a mobile radio that he used daily
to communicate with the French and
American Missions, and to forward
any intelligence information that Ho’s
men could gather. A few months to-
gether had developed into a mutual
trust for the two. One day “Lt. John”
received a note from Ho written in
English with a request to forward. The
note read as follows:

Dear Lt.,

I feel weaker since you left.
Maybe I'll have to follow your advice
— moving to some other place where
food is easy to get, to improve my
health.

I’m sending you a bottle of wine,
hope you like it.

Be so kind as to give me foreign
news you got.

Please be good enuf to send to
your H.Q. the following wires.

1. Daiviet plans to exercise large
terror against French and push it upon
shoulder of Viet Minh League, VML
ordered two million members and all
its population be watchful and stop
Daiviet criminal plan when & if pos-
sible. VML declares to the world its
aim is national independence, It fights
with political & if necessary military
means. But never resorts to criminal
& dishonest act.

National Liberation Committee of
VML

Ho’s crude invention about the
Dai Viet terrorist plot was designed to
use the French and the Americans
against his most dangerous competi-
tor and to gain international recogni-
tion in one move. The message was
considered unworthy of attention and
filed without action. His shrewd ploy
ringed no sales. On the contrary, it had
warned the Allies to be more careful
dealing with this Moscow agent.

And Now, Chairman Ho

The collapse of the Japanese Em-
pire on August 15, 1945, provided Ho
with the best opportunity that his well-
prepared ICP (Indochinese Commu-
nist Party) was waiting for months.
French power had ceased to exist
since March 9, 1945, overthrown by
a Japanese military operation. Em-
peror Bdo Pai had declared Vietnam
to be an independent nation on March
13, 1945, and that all treaties with
France were to be void.

On August 19, 1945, Ho’s men
pulled a coup d’état in Hanoi, forcing
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the government out of all buildings
and declared the occasion “the August
Revolution.” Ho also forced Emperor
Bdo Dai to abdicate and Prime Min-
ister Tran Trong Kim to surrender his
administration to the Revolution.

Chairman Ho, of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, introduced him-
self to the crowd in Hanoi on Septem-
ber 2, 1945, through his Declaration
of Independence of Vietnam.

The next few months were to
mark one of the most brutal commu-
nist takeovers. Nationalists were tar-
geted for assassination. Trotskyists
were considered even more danger-
ous opponents and were marked for
liquidation and outright execution.
Among the victims was the famous Ta
Thu Thau, a popular Trotskyist and
friend of H6 Chi Minh, who had just
visited Chairman Ho a few days ear-
lier. Friendship with Ho was no guar-
antee against ideological differences.

Ho had managed to exterminate
more patriots within a few months
than the French could in a hundred
years. By the standard of Communist
operations, however, Ho was no more
and no less brutal than his counter-
parts in the Communist world such as
China’s Mao, or Russia’s Stalin, or
East Germany’s Honecker.

For Chairman Ho, he was now the
leader of a nation. Despite all the
problems, none was critical enough to
endanger his regime. However, he
could not get recognition from any
country. Even his master the Soviet
Union refused to satisfy his request.
Actually, more than four years later,
Communist China was the first to rec-
ognize Ho’s Vietnam in early January
1950. Moscow did so a few weeks
later on January 30, 1950. Rumor had
it that Stalin did not like the way Ho
flirted with the Americans during the
months before and after Japan’s sur-
render.

Therefore, from September 1945,
to January 1950, Ho’s Democratic



Republic of Vietnam (DRV) was a
nonentity. Ironically, the only coun-
try that gave it a de facto recognition
was France in negotiations and in war.

Ho’s Flirting with French
Colonialist

For one who vowed to fight
French Colonialism, Ho’s actions
were indeed not in line with his
pledge. Proof of his double-dealing
tactics could be found in the below
document that Ho had requested de-
livery care of the OSS to the Free
French Mission in July 1945:

We, the Viet Minh League, ask
that the following points be an-
nounced by the French and observed
in their future policy in Indochina:

1. A parliament shall be elected
by universal suffrage. It shall legislate
for the country. A French governor
shall exercise the functions of presi-
dent until our independence is as-
sured. This president shall choose a
cabinet or group of advisers approved
by the parliament. The precise pow-
ers of these organs will be delineated
in the future.

2. Independence shall be given
to this country in a minimum of five
years and a maximum of ten.

3. The natural resources of this
country shall be returned to its inhab-
itants after making just compensation
to their present holders. France shall
be given economic concessions.

4. All liberties proclaimed by
the United Nations shall be guaran-
teed to Indochinese.

5. The sale of opium shall be pro-
hibited.

We hope that these conditions will
be judged acceptable by the French
government.

At a date when Vietnam was al-
ready an independent state since
March 13, 1945, H6 Chi Minh at-
tempted to make a deal whereat the
French would continue to reign over
Indochina for another five to ten
years. He even suggested that the

French Governor be the President for
that duration.

Also, nowhere in his proposal did
he mention Vietnam, another proof of
his international commitment to Com-
munism.

His games did not stop there.
When the Vietnamese people resisted
the return of the French in the South,
Ho, fearing the rise of other national-
ist groups, ordered the elimination of
non-Communists mostly by assassina-
tion. However, his most improper ac-
tion was an agreement to allow the
French Expeditionary Corps to land
in North Vietnam that he signed on
March 6, 1946, known as the Accords
Préliminaires. The Vietnamese
people would have to fight these same
French troops for the next eight years.

On May 27, 1946, H5 Chi Minh
and his entourage headed for France.
They were in Paris a month later on
June 27, 1946, to start negotiations
with France, to be known as the
Fontainebleau Conference. Nothing
came out of it.

On the night of September 14,
1946, Ho humbly went to the private
home of Foreign Minister Marius
Moutet and signed a Modus Vivendi,
an empty gesture.

On September 16, 1946, Ho em-
barked the French sloop Dumont-
d’Urvillefor the trip home. He arrived
at Haiphong on October 21, 1946.

For a country at war against the
return of colonialism, when battles
raged in the Mekong Delta and the
same French army that Ho had agreed
to their return was attacking and oc-
cupying one city after another in
North Vietnam, being away almost
five months was rather strange for the
top leader of a nation in crisis, many
weeks on a French ship. One must
wonder why not four days by plane,
instead. Why did he spend so much
time with the French Navy? Did he
try again to make some kind of deal
with them without success? These se-
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crets are somewhere in the piles of
documents in the French Archives
waiting to be found.

His diplomatic venture to Paris
was a capital disaster for Ho. He gave
away too much, practically everything
the French wanted. He got nothing
back.

In Vietnam, his Lao Pdng Party
faced widespread hostilities. The
word Viét Gian was applied to him in
anti-Ho leaflets. It was a bitter expe-
rience for Ho, the kind of experience
that required drastic measure to save
his communist assets and to rebuild his
popularity.

On December 19, 1946, less than
two months after his return, Ho de-
clared war against the French. Imme-
diately, the people rallied behind him.
The Vietnamese people had put aside
all domestic differences to uphold the
idealistic nationalistic struggle against
the French. Ironically, it was French
Colonialism that saved Ho.

The Courting of America

Ho was a master at making people
like him. Most American officers who
had dealt with Ho had shown strong
sympathy for him and his Viet Minh.
Major Patti was probably the most
enthusiastic one. Assigned as head of
the OSS team in Hanoi, together with
General Gallagher of the U.S. South
China Command who accompanied
the Chinese Army entering Indochina
to disarm the Japanese, Major
Buckley of the State Department, and
other officers, all of them supported
Ho.

Major Buckley organized the
Vietnamese-American Friendship As-
sociation. Major Patti promised U.S.
support in exchange for economic
privileges. General Gallagher sug-
gested that the Donovan financial
group be given the task of repairing
and building railroad, highways, and
airfields. Something déja vu for 1997
researchers and scholars. Capitalism
never changed.



Meanwhile, Washington’s official
line was to avoid Ho. American intel-
ligence was well aware of Ho’s Com-
munist connections. Americans in
Hanoi were told to be neutral in words
and in deeds.

Ho desperately needed U.S. rec-
ognition because only an American
blessing would give any guarantee to
his position and his young Communist
state. He was intelligent enough to
feel the cool and distant attitude of the
Americans, however, he kept on his
efforts until total war broke out against
the French on December 19, 1946.

In a two hour long conversation
with Major Frank White of the OSS
in December 1945, Ho had confided
that the Indochinese Communist party
had saved many American pilots, that
he did not believe the Soviet Union
would give him adequate aid, but he
would continue to hope for U.S. as-
sistance though American policies
would not allow aid to communist
countries.

His courting of America was a fail-
ure, not because he was incompetent,
but because it was a divided world and
he was on the wrong side of the Iron
Curtain.

Today, half a century later, his
heirs are again trying to court

America, but they possess neither his
talent in public relations, nor his in-
telligence in dealing with abnormal
circumstances.

Conclusion

Relating it in a few pages the
findings about a man that for more
than half a century millions of words
had described him in a legendary way
would be impossible. Both Stalin and
Mao have had their share of revela-
tion. Many readers have displayed
surprise at the true faces of these men.
The real surprise, however, was that
in the past, many opponents of theirs
have exposed their crimes without
success, and were even accused of
having biased opinion.

Their own colleagues unmasked
Stalin and Mao and without any pity,
because both of them had ceased to
remain assets to their successors. In
the case of H5 Chi Minh, his heirs now
sitting in Hanoi are mostly incompe-
tent party line parrots, they would not
survive five minutes if they dared un-
cover the secrets about Ho. Therefore,
they have to hang on to his preserved
body as the only anchor holding down
the communist ship from drifting away
to the nowhere.

Just to mention an example as an
end to these pages: A few years ago,
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in 1992, the weekly Tudi Tré pub-
lished in Saigon had an article about
Ho’s love life while he was in China,
and, to show the human side of “Uncle
Ho” also capable of romance as any
ordinary folks, they printed a letter
written in Chinese from Ho to his
woman as proof. Well, you guessed
it. The publisher lost her job, and what
else as punishment, it remains a “state
secret.” OJ
Trdn Biic Thanh-Phong
Little Saigon
January 1997

Note: The few selected authentic
documents and anecdotes referred to
herein were found in the archives of
several countries a result of researches
and studies made by several dedicated
scholars in search of the truth. My
modest contribution in this article is
limited to my improved understanding
of H6 Chi Minh thanks to the works of
these researchers, to whom I wish to
express my deep appreciation and my
apologies for quoting their works with-
out prior approval. I am sure they
would be more than pleased to know
that the younger generation will ben-
efit greatly by discovering the historic
truth about a man responsible for com-
munist glories and national disasters.
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To Saon

6i dén hy vong thdi ai ciling
c6 mong mudn thanh cdng
trong cong viéc lam.

3 doi ai cling c6 hy vong, mong
mudn dude 1én téi dinh cao cho tinh
than thodi mdi. Pong luc cin bin con
ngudi trd thanh t6t dep hon, nghia 1a
viéc lam clia minh da thanh cong theo
su ¢O ging.

Ngudi ndng din hy vong trong
cong viéc lam dudc mua cho dd vat
v4, chan 1adm tay bun quanh nim ngay
thdng, c4i sy mong méi Ay 1a sy thanh
cong cho chinh bdn thin minh dem
lai no 4m, ddi sdng sung tic.

Ngudi budn bdn hy vong thanh
cong trong nghé nghiép d€ phat trién
kinh t&€ manh mé& dem lai phd cudng
thinh vugng cho di't nuéc, dan toc va
bédn than.

Ngudi sinh vién hy vong thanh
tai, 46 dat d€ phung su cho minh va
x4 hoi, qudc gia dan toc.

Nhung hy vong cling di doi véi
s6 phan thing trim thanh cong hay
that bai, d3 hay den. Khong vi thé
ma ta dim ra chdn nan, phdi kién
nhin dé€ vugt moi sy khé khin. Phai
c6 ging d€ hoc hdi trd thanh trong
cong viéc lam tuong lai mai hdu.

Nhé xua tdéi da dugc doc ciu
chuyén tinh gian nan nguy hi€m, hap
din khi€n cho ngudi doc say mé ndng
nan nhu men rugu, mai mé tdt buc,
hdi hop tir ddu dén cudi, cudi cling

s& hy vong gip ngudi yéu ly tudng.
D6 1a cau truyén ¢ Hy Lap vé lich
st bdi 161.

Hy Lap 1a mdt nu6c bén trdi du
c6 rat nhiéu 1au dai cd kinh va c6 rat
nhiéu truyén than thoai. Pién kinh
Olympic ciing bit ngudn tir Hy Lap.
Thé& van hoi ddu tién phat xuat tir Hy
Lap. Lic d6 chi 50 qudc gia tham du
d&nngay nay c6 t6i hon 100 qudc gia.
Ct 4 nim thdi tranh tai dién kinh mot
1an. Mon boi 16i ciing phat xuat tir
Hy Lap.

Théi d6 bén Hy Lap phdi thai
chura c6 thuyén, be, tau nhu' ngay nay:
C6 mot ddi trai gdi yéu nhau thAm
thi€t ndng nan, ho chi nhin nhau chua
bao gid gdp g6. Hai bén cdch nhau
con lach réng vio khodng 50m bé
ngang, nudc chdy xi€t. Mudn gip
dugc nang, chang vé ngay dém luyén
tap boi 16i d€ qua con lach nhd bé
nay § diy chua ai qua dugc vi nudc
chdy xiét, thém nguy hi€m 1a nhiéu
x0dy rit xuéng siu.

Ti€p tuc ngay nay qua ngay khéc
chang hy vong s€ thanh cong, khong
bd cudc, c6 ging, nhin nai kién tri,
ctt mdi 1an gin t6i b thi song day ra
ngodi xa tudng la tha't bai nhung
chang van giif 1ong tin hy vong khong
ndn. Vao mot dém t6i trdi nang chy
ddi chang trén mém d4, nang cd ging
thip dudc hy vong chang sé ti bén
nang dém nay.
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Trong dém t6i v6i dong luc tinh
yéu thic ddy manh mé, chang bdi
theo dnh dudc 1ap 1oe d€ tién t6i nim
bay lan cit gan tSi 4nh dudc thdi séng
lai dua chang ra xa.

Cu6i cung chang gidp dudc nang
trong mot dém mua to gié 16n khi dnh
dudc gin tan trén mém d4 tudng nhu
gan tuyét vong.

Sau ndy chiang trd thanh thin
tugng Hy Lap vé mon bai 19i.

D3 c6 nhiéu gid thuyét dé ra.
Niam nay, nim DPinh Sttu 14 nim con
trdu. Hy vong cOng sdn s€ tan rd, vi
tranh gianh quyén lyc, tranh nhau in,
1di tu n6 sao sdo thanh todan 1an nhau.

Hy vong la hon bdy muoi hai triéu
ddng bao dugc song yén 6n lam in
khong phéi di kinh t€ méi.

B6n bé, nim chau ngudi dan lvu
lac dem sy hoc hdi nudc ngoai trd lai
qué huong d€ ki€n thi€t s s§ trong
niém hin hoan hy vong hoa binh va
thinh vugng.

Ngay hoi qué huong bao niém vui
phan khdi trong khong khi hoa binh
trén manh dit qué huong trong bao
ngdy xa cdch, ta vui vé trong niém
hén hoan ¢3i md, dep tinh qué huong.

Dong qué lai vang 1én ti€ng ho,
ti€ng hat nhu ngay thanh binh xa xua.
Trén dong can, dudi dong sdu
Chong cay, vo cdy, con trdu di bira.
Gid hién, thudn lgi, ndng mua
Lang trén xom dudi, duong xua thanh
binh
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GIAC MONG XUAN

Cs phai minh dang gide ngi say?
Thodng dua Da Ly Fouong thom ngdt
Wyat ngao cinlt gié méng thice thai.
C6 phdai nuia xuian dang véo goi
Mubn ngan ednh budm ehip ehin sang
Lung linh khoe sie eing mé hii

Wao wite hén ai chén dia dang...

Bui hdng se sde e¢ii tram ludan

Fudan dén. Budan di. Budan lai dén

Cé ngé dicge ching, khé vé ngdan!
Oudng vit trin gian nang tré vé
Duvng di lauw luyén, bude lé the

Tde long mo tink hiong hoa lac

Mt mia wadn nita whé 167 vé.

Chiia xuin v ednh vudn tao ngé

Tinl gide méng say bén néo duing
Méi euin ddt khdeh minh thé'n thie
Vhe gi mét néi nhé qué huong.
Nguyén Phugng Linh (CSUF)

Jan 1, 1997

A N A O A7, A
Fuan veé théi hét sau vuvng
Xuan lai vé day gitta dat troi
;Z\o nang xudn c'T@p qué xudn oil
Déng xuan tha thudt tréen awé‘ng pl/\é’

Tﬁfmg budc chan pl/\a 1&n Jrié’y\g cudi,

Tinh xudn n& thdm kl/\ép mudn plr\u(oﬂ/\g
o V\[/\D\'ng budn cao dé&n p[/\é’ p[/\ufc‘)fmg
Usc mo &t nude d&i tuoi sang

]\lgc\y vé théi nhe! HéEt sau vuong.

Co p]/\éi nang xudn da trd vé

Tiémg cudi cd gai mién son khe
¢ A C

Em uom trong ndng niém vui mai

Say ddm trong tinh cé gai qué

Mudi maly ném rdi Sc”;ng xa qué
MEi ladn xuan dén mong trd vé
Xuan oil Ditng lai ditng di nhé!
P& mong con vuong gitta V\éng he.

Thi Cam

Hén Xuén Hhung Cla

Bubn Xu2n, Xudn van cif budn
By nam téi van tinh bubn dén xusn
Niém dau x6t van vb ngén
Phéi chang xuan chon phé\m bubn cho ta
Vixugnlong rhé qué nha
Bao nzmxua da thoang qua mat roi
Xudn nay van aif vay thoi
Ngbi bén khung ciia hin troi rhin may
May may trongkhodng suorg dzy
Timhoai chéng thiy tuong lai bén bo
Qua kéu rhic carh bo vo
Troi kia vhu van vii vor 13m ngo
Phai chang toi van trong chd?
Tinh o, Tinhnhd, Tinh he, Tinh hoang)
Tirh ra van chéng.. Bang hozing,
Vanbénkhung clia.. Mo hoang thang ngayll
Cat-Bui-Tinh-Xa
(Sdng thit by 30 t&t) 17/2/96
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MEO CON

6ng tuyét bén ngoai

ang bay bay, tring xo4,

gdi cho ta hinh dnh cta

nhé ngay 4y. Ty nhién,

dém nay ta nhd nhd

quay quit va ky niém cif thé tran vé
trong ta, 1d lugt.

Nho nhi, ta va nhd ¢6 cd mot ndi
ky niém hdn nhién, ngdy thd va vo
s0 toi. Nha nhd sdt canh nha ta, lai
cling d6 tudi, thio nao “deo dinh véi
nhau nhu sam” — 131 ba ngoai ta dé.
Ta con nhd, nhiéu budi trwa hé néng
di 1a néng, ta va nhd ri nhau trén
Ngoai, khong thém ngi trua d€ tréo
1én canh min ctiia ba hang x6m. Hai
dita nim vt véo trén tang cdy véi tay
bé tirng chim mén, rdi dem cham véi
g6i mudi 6t nhd mang theo, nhai rdu
rdu. Nhin vao ai cling tuéng 1a cay
man kia thudc sd hitu cua hai dda
minh. P& rdi, di dém phdi gip ma, c6
mot budi trua, ta va nhd quen 1é chun
rao, tréo tot 1én tan cAy man nim vit
véo va cudi khic khich. Chgt ddu
nghe ti€ng ting hing & dudi, dom
xudng thi thdy ba hang xém dang
ditng nhin 1én. Lam sao dién t3 cdi
tAim trang cta ta va nho nhi? Hai dda
chi méi c6 9 tudi, mit may xanh le
xanh 1ét dé€n do ba hang x6m lo rhi
ta va nhd chét gidc (vi s¢) nén lat dat
cho ca hai dira di vé ma khong trach
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mot ti€ng nao. Ha hén thiét.

R&i vainim vé sau, khi ta vao do
tudi 12, 6ng ngoai ta bt ta budc vio
con dudng nghé thuat nhu mot 16i uén
luyén tinh tinh qud v con trai cia ta,
ta di hoc duong cam. Ta khong phdn
ng vi ddu bi€t cdi gi @€ ma phan tng
dau. Chi bi€t 0 té chay sang nha nhd
bdo cho nhd hay cdi tin giat gdn nay.
Nhé nghe xong nhe ring ra cudi vdi
ta va noi “ta di hoc v4i nhe”. Ta lam
ngon git dau nghe cdi cup. Hai dita
minh ldc 4y coi trdi bing vung. Ctt
dita xuéng dira hoa dua nhau cung
bay béng 1én trdi, d€ rdi rét mot cdi
bich xudng dat. Tinh. Nhd chay vo
nha héi me nhd d€ duge di hoc dan
vdi ta. Nhung me nhd hinh nhu da
khong bing 1ong, nén ta thdy nhd
budc ra ngoai véi ta bing cip mithoe
hoe d3 va udt. Ngay diu tién ta budc
vao 16p duong cAm, ciing chinh 13 1an
diu tién ta di hoc ma thi€u béng nhd
bén canh. Ta chgt thiy s¢ hii, bo vo
v6 cung. Nan ni Ngoai cho ta vé,
nhung Ngoai cuong quyét din ta vo.
Ngay hoc ddu troi qua that chim chap.
Ta chi mong hét gi dé€ vé k& cho nhd
nghe cdm gidc cla ta khi dit ban tay
nhdé bé vao hang phim trén chiéc
duong cAim. Ngoai dn ta vita vao dén
ngd thi ta da thodt ra khdi vong tay
Ngoai d€ chay dim bd vio nha nhd.
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Nhung ba nhé da cudi cudi va néi vdi
ta 12 nhd di hoc v& chua vé. Nhé hoc
v&??? La nhi, ta ¢6 bao gi¢ nghe nhd
néi chuyén nay dau né? Thdy ta con
siing ngudi ding d6 thi ba nhd nhe
nhang bio ta ring nhd c6 khi€u vé
tir bé, nén ba me nhd nhat dinh dé
nhd phat trién kha ning cia nhd trong
hoi hoa. A thi ra 12 viy, ta cudi khoe
ham ring stin v6i ba nhé riii chay vé
nhi. T6i d6, nhd con nhd hai dira minh
lam gi khong ha thiét 1a tic cudi, mdi
6 12 tudi ddu, di hoc dan vdi di hoc
v&, ma ta véi nhd ¢ 1am nhu 12 mot
bi&n ¢d quan trong trong lich sit. Nhé
va ta cung hira véi nhau s€ rang hoc
hét sitc d€ vugt troi va dé ddu ban be
trong 16p. Ciing van 1a tat hi€u thing
ma ta va nhd déu cé.

T d6, sau nhitng budi hoc &
trudng va nhitng gid ta hoc dan nhd
hoc vé&, nhé thudng sang rua ta di vao
tan cting con hém nhd. Ndi c6 con sudi
trong vdt nhd xiu ndm bdt ngang
dudng, nhé dat gid vé va hy hody mai.
Ta thi c&i dép ra, xin quan cao qud
gdi d€ 161 nudc bi bdm. Loi chdn ché,
ta bo 1én canh nhé d€ xem nhd V&,
dé rdi nhiéu lic bit chudc nhé ta cling
tdp tanh v& vdi doi chit. Nhung sao
ky ghé di. Tranh nhd vé& dom sdng
ddng ghé, con tranh ta v€ cd y nhu
ngudi ta 14y cd chuc loai mau khic
nhau tuéi 1én trang gidy. Nhé nhin
tranh ta va dlia bdo tranh cda ta chi
dung & cdi trén, con mit ngudi pham
tuc khong thé nhin thau dugc. Nhin
tranh nhé va nghe 181 me nhd ty hao
khi n6i chuyén véi ngoai ta, ta biét
nhé da khong phu véi 181 hita cia nhd
vdi ta hdm nao. Nhé di vugt troi.

Ta nhin sy ¢ gdng ndi nhé ma
vuon l1én. Va d€ rdi, ngay thi cudi
khéa dau tién clia 16p duong cim, ta
dem vé cho nhé 15i hita cda ta: ta din
dau 16p. Ngoai sung sudng 1im, ct vo
diu khen ta c6 khi€u. Tdi d6 Ngoai
ban vSi me ta s€ bdn di Ita heo vira
ra ddi d€ mua cho ta mot cay dan
duong cAm nho nhd dit tai nha. Tir
lic c6 dan tai nha, ta hoc khd 1&n thdy



16. Trong ta lic bay gid ndy sinh mot
st dam mé tot cling. Ta tha hdn minh
vao tirng ndt nhac, tirng phim dan.
Bao gid cling vay, nhd ludn ngdi bén
ta d€ nghe, thudng thiic va danh gid.
Ching hiéu sao nhé khong hoc dan
nhung lai hiu ri't r6 cdm xic cia ta
qua tirng not nhac. Hom nao ta chdi

dién v6 bg.

Nhé n¢, nhd con nhd khong hd?
Sudt 9 nim trdi dudi mai trudng phd
thong, ta vd nhdé nhu cidp bai tring.
Nédm nao cling cung 16p, cung ban.
Nhé mua thi t6t nghiép khong nhé?2?
Ta v6i nhd bd cd duong cam va gid
vé& cd thdng trdi d€ gao bai. San

nhd c6 thé dit hét tim hon vao tirng
nét co, ndi ma ta c6 thé ngdi hang
gid ngdm nhin tic phdm clia nhd vdi
st kham phuc khén cung. PE rdi
nhitng ngay mua bat chgt tAm ti, nhd
nhd ma phdi khong hd? Mwa mua ha
& Sai Gon bao gid ciing dai ding va
bat chgt doi khi phdt ghét. Nhitng

Ngcy lay tin ta sip di vudt cduk, whd sany chic mang ta
ude thac di vac vé nbiec bink thabdng. Nhin sdu vde mdt whi,
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ta liéw nhd cd guvng vui dE ta an ling na de.

rdi rac, nhé trdch ta khong tap trung.
Trdi lai hom nao ta say sua dan, mai
miét, nhd lai im ling ngdi nghe, dé
roi an Wi ta, vi bi€t ta c6 chuyén budn.
Lic vui, Iic budn, ta khong cin néi
ra, vdy ma nhé thiu tém dugc cd, hay
that!!!

Tham tho4t thdi gian cif troi qua,
ta va nhd ciing 16n dan. Ngay ma nhd
nhin dugc gidy bdo tranh cda nhd
dudc chi€m hang nhit trong cudc thi
“Tranh tu chon” cla thanh thi€u nién
toan qudc, ciing 12 ngdy ta hdi hop
theo Ngoai budc vao cudc thi tuyén
sinh clia trudng Qudc Gia Am Nhac
thanh phd. Thi xong ta ra vé dé€ vui
chung niém vui cda nhd 1an trong sy
hdi hop ddgi chd két qua clia chinh ta.
Nhitng ngay 4y ta ngdi ding khong
yén, hét ra lai vao. Nhd ciing ching
kém ta, ciing bi ta 1y cho cdi hdi hop
vao ngudi, lam cho d6i khi nhd cdu
1én cd v4i chinh ta, “Mi ditng di di lai
lai nita, ta sdp phdt dién rdi.” Ta phi
cudi ngdi xudng, biy gid dén phién
nhd ditng 1én va... di di lai lai. Chiéu
hoém d6, Ngoai ta di coi két qua vé.
Khi budc vao nha, Ngoai da cudi to
sung suéng va xoa diu ta, Ngoai néi:
“Chdu gdi Ngoai gidi ghé.” Ngoai 6m
cd ta va nhd vao long, mdt gia hai tré
vdi mot niém vui chung. Niém hanh

thudgng nha ta bi€n thanh chd cho ta
va nhd bay la liét nhitng sdch v§ va
dd dn. Khéng sao bé dugc théi in
hang nhé nhi?Ta va nhd ¢t 1im nhim
hoc dudc vai cau lai véi tay chdp ngay
vai trdi so-ri bé vd miéng nhai chép
chép. P€ rdi chi 14t sau thi phun phéo
phéo nhitng hat so-ri xuéng mdi ton
nha hang x6m. Bdnh keo idn xong,
béc v4, ta va nhd ctt thé thi nhau x4
rac xuéng mdi ton nha bén canh. Ta
nghi, n€u nhv mot ndm c6 chitng vai
ban thi t6t nghiép nhu lic 4y c6 1&
cdi mdi ton bén hang x6m nha ta bi
xum ba ché qud di mat. Ma khong
xum sao dugc véi stic x4 rac tain khdc
nhu ta va nhé thdi ay. Chic ¢6 1€ nhd
dd dn va may 6ng ba bdn hang rong
phil hg, cd ta va nhé déu vugt qua ky
thi mot cdch sudng sé. Mia hé nim
Ay d6i v6i hai difa minh vui thiét nhd
nhi. C mdi sdng nhd deéo ta di hoc
nhac r6i nhé vao trudng vé, trua d&€n
ta chd nhd vé nha. Chiéu lai, chd cho
Ngoai vira qua hang x6m ddnh cd, ta
réo nhé mot ti€ng thi da thdy nhd to
te chay ra véi gid vé trén tay va hop
mau kep ndch. Ta déo nhd ra ving
ngoai 6 thanh phd. Ndi ma khong c6
nhitng 6n a0 clia ti€ng dong co xe
mdy, ndi khong cé bon chen gianh
giyt cia miéng com manh 40, ndi ma
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ngay d6, nhd chay tot qua nha ta bdo
ta dan cho nhd nghe. Cung véi nhd,
ta thd hdn vao tirng ndt nhac, khi trim
khi bdng, thanh thodt la thudng.

Mua ha lai qua di d€ cho ta va
nhé hdo hic 1in rut ré trong ta 4o dai
tring dén trudng cidp ba hom khai
gidng. Nam nay, ta va nhd khong cé
dip chung 16p d€ dugc chung ban nita
rdi. Ta bi€t nhd budn, va ta ciing budn
nita. Ta dit xe vdo trudng, nhé di bén
canh ta, ban tay nim chit tay ta. Ta
4o dai e 4p then thang. Ta khong ddm
dom ngang, nhé ciing ching mang
li€c doc. G&i xe xong, ta va nhd danh
13i nhau d€ ta tim 16p ta, nhd theo 16p
nhé. Ta lang thang trong sin trudng,
ban tay thi€u sy nim niu clia nhd...
bo vo la lung.

Viay ma rdi nhd lai quen nhiéu
ban mdi hon ta. Nhé hoa nhap nhanh
hon ta véi tap thé 16p clia nhd. Ngay
diu tién vé, trén dudng di, nhd tiu tit
ciing ta nhitng diéu ngd ngd xdy ra
trong 16p. Ta vui cing ni€ém vui cda
nhd, niém vui clia cdi thud chap chitng
budc vao ddi. Ngay thdng qua di,
thodt cdi ma Noel di lai vé. Nhd nhé
khéng hd? Mua Gidng Sinh nim dé
hai d¢a nim tay nhau dung ding dung
dé trén cdc con 16 16n din t6i nha ths
birc Ba. Nhd nhin dong ngudi xudi



ngudc trén dudng ciing ta binh phim
rdi lai bé vai ta cudi khic khich. Nhd
cudi toe khi ta chay dé€n bén xe bong
béng mua vé cho nhd mdt chi€c bong
béng bay hinh con thé mau hdng nhat.
Nhd ciing bit chu6c ta, mua ting lai
cho ta chi€c bong béng hinh con voi
to tuéng. Ta nhin nhd rdi nhin dng ban
bong béng, hai dita khi khong bdng
om nhau cuGi nhu ¢é ai thoc 1ét. Ta
nhin lén tha'y bdc ban béng dang dua
do6i mit ngac nhién chim chim nhin
vo ta va nhd nhu thé dng ta dang thay
hai con nhd dién mdi tron ra tir mot
nha thuong nao vay. Chdn ché, ta rd
nhé chui vao thim cd ngay trudc cong
nha thd nim lin ra d€m sao dém. Chot
ta nghe ti€ng nhd udc ao, “Gid nhu
bay gid tuy€t rdi mi nhi!” Ta bat cudi
thanh ti€ng bdo nhd, “Trdi Sai Gon
nay ma mong cé tuy€t hd cung, con
lau!” Nhé quay sang ta va ri “théi di
mua ca rem nghe?” Hai dita lon ton di
lai xe ca rem dang ddu bén goc
dudng, mdi dita mot cdy, cit thé ma
vira di vira mit. Chdt nhd bjo ta
phéng thich hai chi€c bong béng di.
Ta git ddu, thé 12 chd thd hong va
chang voi xdm to tudng kia tir tir bay
béng 1én trdi mang theo ti€ng cudi
trong vit nhu thiy tinh clia ta va clia
nhé. Ving lai quanh dé 1a tié€ng
chudng d6 don ciia nha thd.

Ngay hay tin ta sdp di xui't cnh,
nhd sang chiic mirng ta v4i thdi do vui
vé nhung binh thudng. Nhin sdu vao
mit nhd, ta hi€u nhd cd gugng vui dé
ta an 1ong ra di. Nhd c6 nhd budi sang
trudc ngay ta ra sin bay khong nhi?
Mg datla nhé da 16i ta ra khéi giudng
bdo ta thay dd nhd din di choi. Tudng
di dau, thi ra nhd dan ta lai con sudi
thud bé ta va nhé uom day ky niém.
Nhé din do ta nhitng gi nhé biét, nhd
khuyén ta rdng cong thanh danh toai.
Hai dita ngdi suy tu bén bd sudi, bdng
dung ta thdy nhd chgt ditng phit day
va chay mdt mach di. Ldt sau nhd
quay lai véi gid v€ va hop mau nudc
trén tay. Nhd nhé lic d6 nhd néi gi
vdi ta khong né? “Mi cit ngdi mo

mong di, dirng lo cho ta.” Ta lai ti€p
tuc hinh dung minh trong nhitng ngay
sdp t6i. Nhitng ngdy ma moi thi ta
déu phai khdi dau trd lai tir s6 khong
t6 bo. Lat sau, ti€ng ding hing khe
khé ctia nhd kéo ta vé lai vdi thuc t&,
nhd chia bidc tranh vira v& xong cho
ta coi. Thi ra ndy gid nhd vé ta hd.
Nét vé& nhé hom nay xuit than thiét.
Hinh 4nh ta ngdi b6 gdi bén 1ong sudi
phoi bay toan bd tim tu ta vao doé.
Bén dudi géc bic tranh c6 hang chir
nhd con chua kho nét mau “thuong
ting mi”. Pon so, thit don s6 nhung
vdi ta, v6i nhd 12 cd mudi may nim
cua tinh ban.

T6i hom d6, ngdi bén ta ngoai san
thugng, nhd cudi cudi bdo ta, “Né, mai
ta khong dua nhd ra sin bay ddu nha,
ta mu6n nhd nhé ta va gidn ta d6.” Ta
quay lai va thd'y mitnhé bdng dé hoe
1én. Voi vang chuyén dé tai, ta kéo
nhd vao trong phong va bat nip cay
dan 1én, dao khé bai “Hoai Cdm” —
cdibairudt ma hai dita déu mé. Cung
dan ta hom nay hinh nhu thanh thoét,
bay xa theo ti€ng hdt c6 chit gi nghén
nghen cda nhd. Chua xong bai ma
nhé da ding 1én nhét voi vao tay ta
chi€c khin tay, nhé ra vé khong néi
ciu tir biét. Ta déng ndp cay dan, vudt
ve 1an cudi roi cot vao né mot dii lua
hdong véi dong chit “Thuong trao vé
nhd vait quy nhit cda ta”. Ta nho
Ngoai sang mai sau khi gia dinh ta di
khéi hiay chuyén sang cho nhd nhu
mot sy bat ngd cudi cling trudc lic ta
o1 da't nudc.

T8 md sdng, gia dinh ta ra di, tuy
khong quay lai nhung ta biét rd phia
sau rao dAm but cé cdi nhin cia nhd
theo tirng budc chdn ta. Ta cling
khong c6 can ddm d€ nhin lai, bdi ta
bi€t 16 néu quay lai, ta s&€ mat di su
can ddm ma ta ring hét sitc d€ 14y lai
dudc sau khi tir gid Ngoai... Va néu,
doi mét nho....

Thoi gian diu trén manh ditnay,
ta bi s6c ning né, n€u khéng nhd
nhitng dong vién va an Qi ti nhitng
14 thu thudng xuyén ctia nhé. D€ réi
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ciing tam quen din. Ta nhé hom Ay
12 ngay thi cudi cing cho khéa hoc
diu tién clia ta trén dat M§. Chay ra
xe bus ta ndn nao vé nha d€ viét thu
cho nhd. BP&n phong, ngdi voi vao
ban, hdo hiic k€ cho nhd nghe nhiing
kha quan trong bai thi cia ta cling sy
tu tin 12 da dé ddu tui My con clng
16p. X&p 14 thu lai cAm trén tay, ta
dang ldi hdi tim con tem ddn vao dé
di gd&i cho nhé thi Me vao phong chia
cho ta coi 14 thu Ngoai gdi khan cap
hdi sdng. Cim thu, ta m& ra doc that
nhanh va... thing thét: Nhd da bé ta
ra di vinh vién vao mot th€ gidi khdc
vi chdn thuong so ndo cdp tinh. Ta
mudn gao 1én, hét to nhung sao cd ta
nhu ¢6 gi ngheén nghen, mdi ta mén
chit... ta khéc. Cam 14 thu cda dng
Ngoai trén tay ciing 14 thu vira viét
— ciing sé& 1a 14 thu cudi cuing cla ta
cho nhé, ta quy xuéng. Ta trach nhé
thd d, bo ta ra di ma khong néi mot
16i tir gid, nho di nho té that 1a té dé.

Liic dé, ta nhu suy sup tinh than
hoan toan. Du ¢c6 Ba Me va moi ngudi
xung quanh an 4i, ning d3, nhung sao
ta van them c6 thém dudgc sy ning dd
tr nhé dén la lang. Ba thdng troi qua
cho ta ngudi ngoai dan ndi mat mat
nhé trong ta. LAn tim d&€n chi€c duong
cam, ta dao lai bai nhac ciia hai dia
nim nao — “Hoai Cdm”. Ti€ng dan
ta hom 4y ky la ghé, sao ta nghe nhu
mot su chdn chudng, rdirac trong tiing
cung bic. Roi ta lai nhé vé dién tich
“Bd Nha-T& Ky” ngay xua, ta chgt
hiéu. Tri 4m ciia ta 12 nhd, ving nhd
ti€ng dan ta lac Iong gitta thinh khong
mat rdi nhd di. T dao d6, ta rdi xa
cdy dan, rdi xa phim nhac.

Bong tuyét van cif bay bay hoai,
nhd c6 nhin thdy khong nhi? Tho tay
ra ngodi clra s, ta hitng vai bong
tuy&t dang roi trong 1ong ban tay roi
dua 1én miéng khe khé thdi. Gié bén
ngoai bt chgt thdc manh vao tn ciy
lam tuyét bay tung tée khip moi ndi.
Ta chot nghe 1ong dang thim nifc nd:
“Nhé oi!!!” O

Seattle, 12/1996



INGt ds meyees

Mst doi ngusi bao lan yeu anh hé
chuyén tinh yeu anh hidu h&'t hay chang?

mdt doi ngudi md&y l&n yéu d€ nhd,

bao 1an budn theo V\I/\UW\Q cénh chim bé“mg?

Mst doi ngusi dugec mdy lan hanh phic
dé yeu ngudi va ciing dugc ngudi yéu?
tinh yeu dep, khong d& gi chan thuc

nén Iéy\g budn khi V\é\l’\g dé& vé chiéu.

Mst d&i ngusi cé bao lan ngé ngdn,
dé€ dem vé thao thitc sust dem thau?
mot daoi ngudi bao m&i tinh lan dan,

mdi Hnh nao d€ khai phéi u sdu?

Mst d&i ngusi cé bao lan thuong nhe
nhitng chudi ngay trong kiép séng vu vo?
mdt doi ngudi bao cudc tinh dang dé&

cudc tinh nao khdi phéi séng hitng ho?

Mst d&i ngusi cé bao lan ngoai lai
cho mot ngudi mai lo léw\g cho minh?
mot doi ngudi cod bao lan khe dai

trong tinh yéu vi dang tron tam linh?

Mt doi ngusi cé bao lan gidu kin
v&i mdt ngudi ma da 18 thuong tham?
mdt doi ngudi bao cudc tinh chan chinh,

cudc tinh nao dé khéi phai lang thinhe

Mét doi ngusi cé lan nao tim duoc
mdt cudc tinh ma tron nghia yéu duong?
modt doi ngudi, cé lan k[/\éng + khude,

b&i mét ngudi minh dang tron tinh thuong?

Mst doi ngusi cé bao lan lang la
sau nhitng lan gép mat ldc ra vé?
mdt doi ngudi cé bao lan roi lé

trong dem dai tran qua V\I/\G(ng con mo<

Moat dai ngudi céd bao 1&n v& van
Vi yéu ngudi ma phdi s8ng ngu ngo?
mdt doi ngudi bao lan yéu lan than

A8 khi vé lai phai vt thanh the?

Mst d&i ngusi da bao 1an 1ém Iinh
gid mdt ngusi d& vidt 14 tho finhe
nhung cau chuyén da trd thanh hém hinh

yéu that ngudi, ma hy vong mong manh?

Mst d&i ngusi céd méy lan vai va
yéu vdi vang khi mé&i gap ngudi ta?
nén cudc tinh ciing véi vang tan ra

dé lai d&i them V\I/\U(V\g n3i x4t xa©

Vay tinh yeu phéi vay khéng anh nhiz
khi yeu nhau ta déang tron cho nhau
cting x& chia véi ngusi minh tri ky

nhun 1 vul va nihun Mcusdu.
hitng khi vui va nhiing 14 au?

gl[./\‘ %.A

Won Song
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6ng dién thoai da roi khdi tay lic nao
Tan ciling khong hay. TAn dding chét
trdn khong con cdm gidc. TAn khong
bi€t phdilam gi? Giong néi clia ngudi
con gdi vang trong dién thoai lam cho
Tan chgt tinh:

— AnhTén, anhTan! anh c6 nghe
hay khoéng?

— C6, Tan dang nghe day. Tan
s€& dén ngay.

Tan cip dién thoai. Long rdi nhu
td vo. Tan khong biét c6 phai vi qud
dau 1ong ma Tan khong con cdm gidc
hay vi ching c6 chiit tinh cdm gi v6i
ngudi 4y. DU sao di nita thi Tan ciling
phai di d€ gip mit ngudi ta. Tan thay
voicdi 4o sd mi tring, d6ng clra, nhdy
1&n chi€c xe dap tan chay 1& d€n bénh
vién. Bénh vién Binh D4n nhd xiu
ddng nghit ngudi lam cho Tan khé
thd. Thuong Tan rat ghét d&€n bénh
vién, cdi khong khi va cdi mui thude
lam cho TAn mudn bénh. Nhung hom
nay, Tin mudn dén, dén dé thim
ngudiban ma Tan dd b quén hai ndm
nay. Tan chay t6i, chay lui cudi cling
cling tim dugc phong bénh déic biét
danh cho ngudi dang trong tinh trang
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mé man, nguy cAp. Tan khong thiy
ai, chi thdy Trin, mot ngudi ban rat
than ctia Van Yén.

— Anh Tin, anh dén réi a! —
Tran ming r8 nim tay Tan.

— Yé&n sao r6i? Con gia dinh Yén
dau?

— Hai bdc & day tor dém qua,
khong ngli gi cd. Sdng nay Tran dén,
di nin ni hai bac di nghi @€ Tran &
lai. C6 gi Tran s€ bao cho hai bac. Con
Yén thi vAn mé man. Béc sikhong cho
ai vao vi can phai theo d&i bénh tinh
tirng phut.

Tan nhin xuyén qua cta kinh cda
phong bénh — Y&n nim d6 xanh xao
gdy y&u. P6i mit nhim nghién, ving
trdn nhin nhiu nhu trong long con
chita dyng nhiéu tAm sy. Hinh &nh cla
Yé&n bdn nim vé trude chgt vé trong
tri &c Tan...

skskoskoskosk

— Anh Tan, anh dang lam gi d6?

— Ua, Yén. Yén ciing hoc & day
a?

— Da phdi, Yén méi vao dai hoc
nim nay. Yén hoc vé héa chit, con
anh?



— Anh hoc di€n va nim nay la
nim tht ba. RAt han hanh dén nhan
mot thanh nién mdi vao trudng ciing
nhu cidch ddy mot nim, doan thi€u nhi
thanh thé dd vui mirng dén nhin mot
huynh trudng hoan toan mdi vao
doan.

— Cdm on anh. Yén méi vao, con
nhiéu b& ngd 1dm, chic 1 phai phién
dé&n anh nhiéu d6.

— Pudgc ldm. C6 gi Tan gitip cho.
Tan va Yén da sinh hoat chung trong
doan thi€u nhi thanh thé cd nim rdi
nhung chua c6 dip d€ ngdi tim hiéu
nhau. Yén it néi, nhiit nhdt, cong thém
Tan ciing thudc loai thé d€, thanh ra
hai ngudi chi bi€t nhau vay thoi. Bén
hdém nay Tan mdéi cé dip néi chuyén
vdi Yén. CO6 bé ciing phd va 1ém linh
1im chit ddu dé&n ndi nhit nhdt. T
hom gidp mit d6 ciing 12 ngay rim
trung thu, TAn va Yén da trd nén doi
ban than. Gin nhu ngay nao Tin cling
2ip Yé&n rdi ngdi néi chuyén vai ti€ng.
Co bé c6 mot trdi tim that nhiéu tinh
cAm. TAm hdn lic nio ciing lac vao
th& giGi cla thi vin vd Am nhac. Tan
va Yén c¢6 nhiéu di€m that gidng
nhau. Hai ngudi gédp nhau 1a dem thi
vin va 4m nhac ra d€ 1am dé tai. Co
bé c6 giong ca cling dic biét 1dm. C6
nhitng budi chiéu ning that dep Tan
cing Yén ra cong vién gin trudng
ngdi néi chuyén va dan hat.

— Anh Téan, anh dian cho Yén
nghe bai “Romance” di. Y&n thich bai
dé lam.

TaAn c6 ging dan thathay, con Yén
thi say mé ngdi nhin TAn dua hdn lac
vao tirng not nhac, titng cung phim.
Ti€ng dan vira didt, Yén mim cudi néi:

— Anh dan hay 1im ma trong
ciing giéng nhac si nita.

— Cédm on ¢d bé! bay gid dén
phién Y&n hit.

— Thoi dugc Yén hdt bai “Tudi
mudi ba”, anh dao din dum Yén nhe!
“...Ao nang vang anhvé yéu hoa ciic.
Ao nang xanh, anh mén ld san truong
So thu tinh khong dii nghia yéu duong
Anh pha muc cho vita mau do tim...”
Giong ca ctia Yén that thanh va truyén

cdm. Tan thich nghe Yé&n h4t, con Yén
thi thich nghe Tan dan. C6 nhiéu lic
Yén con bit Tan phai hat “Chiéu nay
khong c6 em” ctia Ngé Thuy Mién
cho Yén nghe. Hai dita cang ngay
cang tr§ nén than thi€t va luén c6 mit
trong nhitng chuong trinh vin nghé
clia trudng va cda nha thd. Yén tr tr
da trd nén mdt thanh phan ra't quen
thudc trong gia dinh Tan, cling nhu
Tan da quen vdéi gia dinh Yén. Yén
hién lanh va ti mi trong moi viéc. Yén
lo cho Tan va déi véi Tan rat t6t. Tuy
Yén c6 gidng khong boc 16 ra ngoai
nhung TAn hi€u 16 tinh cdm cta Yén.
Chinh vi Yé&n d6i v6i Tan qud chan
tinh ma Tin thi chwa dim nghi gi ca.
Tan chi coi Yén 12 mot ngudi ban than.
Tin khong mudn Yé&n budn va cang
khong mudn dua gidn vdi tinh cdm.
TAn mudnYén dirng thuong Tan, dirng
nghi d€nTan nén Tan da c6 nhiéu lan
hd hitng va khong con than véi Yén
nhv truée. Dudng nhu Yén ciing thiu
hi€u duge di€u d6. Yén cd trdnh né
Tan, ¢ xa TAn va ciing tir 46 Yén tr§
nén it néi va do6i mit Iic ndo cling
dugm nét uu budn. Yén it néi chuyén
véi TAn mic du hai dita vAn gidp nhau
hang tuin trong nhitng budi sinh hoat
thi€u nhi thanh thé. Hai nim vun vut
tr6i. YEn bo trudng dai hoc bach khoa,
xin vé tinh d€ hoc ndng nghiép. Vai
ba thang Yén c6 vé thim nha rdi ghé
thim doan thi€u nhi thanh thé nhung
Tan khong cé dip d€ néi chuyén
nhiéu vi Yén d&€n mot chiit 12 di ngay.
Thdoi gian da lam cho Tan khdng con
nghi nhiéu v€ Y&n. Tan vui bén nhitng
ngudi ban méi, vui véi doan thi€u nhi
nén ciing khong con nhé dén ngudi
ban xuva. Cho dén hom nay cid dién
thoai cia Tran da 1am cho Tin bang
hoang xic dong...
skoskoskokok

— Anh Tan, anh dang nghfi gi vdy?

— Khong. Khong nghi gi hét. A
hai ndm nay Trdn c6 thudng lién lac
v6i Yén khong?

— Da c6 chd. Tir ldc Yén rdi Sai
Gon 1én tinh hoc, Yén budn 1dm. Yén
chi lién lac vé6i Tran thoi. Anh c6 biét
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Yén thuong anh 1im khong? Yén xin
di nong nghiép chi vi mudn trdnh thoi.
C6 nhiéu ngudi theo dudi Yén 1dm va
Yén ciing c6 di choi, tim hi€u va md
1ong d€ d6n nhan nhitng tAm long d6
nhung Yén vain khong thé quén anh.
Moi thit va moi ngudi trudc mit Yén
déu trd thanh hinh 4nh cda anh. Trudc
mit moi ngudi Yén t6 ra vui vé, kién
cudng nhung khi néi chuyén véiTran,
Yén rit y&u dudi va budn. Cé nhiéu
ldc Tran mudn néi cho anh rd tinh cdm
clia Y&n do6i v6i anh nhung Yén nin
ni Tran dirng néi. “Y&n khong mudn
anh TAn vi Y&én ma cdm thdy 4i ngai
va budn. Y&n bi€t du gi anh Tan ciing
khong mudn lam cho Yén budn. Yén
s& ¢ quén, sé chon tit cd vao qud
khit.” Y&n cang ngay cang y&u vi budn
va suy nghi nhiéu. Anh ciing biét sitc
khoé clia Yén tlr gid ndo rit yéu. Bénh
tim cang ngay cang ning va dém qua
Yén bat tinh trong khi dang ngdi coi
ti vi v6iTrin va ba me Yén. Ciing may
Ia Y&n dang & nha chit néu & trén
trudng khong biét da xdy ra chuyén
gi. C4ch day vai thang Y&n c6 dua cho
Tran mot bao thu va nhd Tran trao lai
cho anh sau khi Y&n khdng con song
trén doi. Bdy gid c6 1€ Tran nén dua
lai cho anh. CaAm bao thu trén tay, Tan
vOi vaing md ra ngay. Mot 14 thu viét
bing myc tim véi nét chit that dé
thuong va méng manh nhu chinh ban
than Y&n va mdt cudn bing cassette.
Tan md 14 thu, ding dwa vao ctra kinh
ctia phong bénh va doc thu:

“Anh Tdn thuong,

Khi anh doc ld thu nay thi Yén da
khéng con trén doi nita. Yén xin 16i
da di trudc anh mot budc. Tw trudc
dén gio, Yén mudn ndi vdi anh mét
cdu, chi mot cdu xudt phdt tir trdi tim
em. trudc khi di, Yén xin anh cho Yén
dugc néi mot 1oi cudi ciung: “Yén yéu
anh — yéu anh chdn thdt.” Yén chiic
anh luén dwgc hanh phiic va binh an
trong héng dén ciia chia. Mdi mdi &
bén anh.

Vinh biét,

Vén Yén.

P.S. Yén gdi tang anh bai hdt



“Tudi muoi ba.” Yén wdc mong duogc
nghe anh dan bai “Romance” mot lan
cudi nhung cé 1é sé khéng duogc toai
nguyén. “... Hoi ai chd goi tiéng dan
Troi chua xanh ld ma tinh dd tan Long
buon tram mdi ngdn ngang Nguoi oi
¢6 biét tinh ta chua tan...”

Tan budng 14 thu, quay lai nhin
Yén niim thoi thép trén givdng bénh.
Giot nudc mit ty nhién rdi trén m4.
Tan chua bao gid nhé mot giot nude
mit vi mot ngudi hay bat ct mot viéc
gi. Nhung bdy gid Tan da khéc, khéc
trong 4n hin, khéc thuong mdt ngudi
ban ma Tan di quén lang. Ty nhién
bay gid TAn thdy s¢ — sd phdi xa Yén
maii mai. TAn ty hi€u trong 1ong Yén
ddi v6i Tan rdt quan trong nhung vi
TAn chua mudn nghi dé€n chuyén cé
ban gdi. Tan hi€u Y&n rat thuong Tan
va nghi ring Yé&n s& chd Tan. Nhung
khong ngd by gid Yén sdp xa Tan.
Tan thim goi tén Yé&n trong 1ong:
“Yé&n, Yén phéic6 ging vudt qua. Anh
thuong Yén. Yén dirng xa anh.” Tan
ding ling Yén khong con cdm gidc.
Tran ding k&€ bén, lay vai TAn nhung
Tan khong nhiic nhich. P4 gan 12 gid
dém, nhitng ti€ng phdo giao thira nd
don da lam long Tan thém tan nit.
Bén ngoai moi ngudi dang vui xuén,
nhitng ti€ng cudi hoa 14n trong ti€ng
phdo 1a nhitng ti€ng nic nghen trong
long Tan. Tan chdp tay ciu nguyén
— cAu mong mua xuén s& lam song
lai mot déa hoa sidp tan va lam song
lai mot tAm hdn sic d4...

ok kok

Thoi gian tréi qua mau. Pa bon
mila xudn troi qua k€ tr khi Yén xa
TAn vinh vién va chi con mot thang
nira 132 mua xuin thd ndm, ma hinh
4nh Yé&n vin con nguyén ven trong
Iong Tan. Tan chua cé ban gdi va ciing
chua x6a di hinh 4nh ngudi xua. Ngdi
day, noi khu6n vién trudng dai hoc
UCI, Tan lai nhé dén hinh 4nh ngay
xua. Mot dan chim én lugn bay, Tan
ngudc mdt nhin va gii theo 16i nhidn
nhti d&€n ngudi thuong gid c6 1€ dang
& trén chin tAng trdi xanh va van ludn
dGi theo tirng budc chin clda Tan.
“Y&n vin mii song trong long anh.” O
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Il THAY

Phuong Giang

3 PM, anh phone dén, bdo n6 &
nha chd vi anh c¢6 mot diéu bat ngd
danh cho né.

3:15 chudng ctta reo. N6 hi hitng
chay 2o ti trén ldu xudng d6n anh.
Ctta md, anh ding d6 v6inu cudirang
13, sau lung 12 mot chi€c xe mui trin
béng lodng trong 4nh ning gay git
ctia budi trwa hé ctf nhu 13 mau mau.
N6 chgt thay lanh cd ngudi.

Anh x0e tay, quo qud tru§c mit
no.

— Hello, anybody home ?

N6 giat minh ngugng nghiu.

Anh béo:

— Xe anh mdi mua d6 An. Em
bi€'t bao nhiéu d6 khong? HEt 20
ngan lan.

N6 nhdn mat:

— Mic qud 2! Vay cdn cdi xe cil
clia anh dau? Bo6 anh ban r6i ha ?

— Anh cho ngudi ta rdi.

— Wow, sao anh sang qué vay?
An thdy né ciling cOn t6t 1dm ma.

— Trdi oi! chi€c xe thdi bio dai
d6 ma t6t cdi ndi gi. Nay hu cdi nay,
mdt hu cdi no, nodi tién sira xe khong
ciing ton c4 ngan roi. Em ti€c lam gi
cho mét vay? V4 lai anh 1a leader
trong hang, di cdi xe d6 ngudi ta cudi
cho thdi mii.

— Tai anh khéc tudng tugng thoi.
Laiu nay An dau c6 thdy ngudi ta dam
ti€u cdi gi dau.

— Thoéi di em di, ngudi ta ndi sau
lung sao em biét dugc chit? Thdi budi
biy gid ngudi ta chi trong bé ngoai
thoi. C6 ti€n, c6 th€ méi khong bi
khinh, con nghéo rdch mdng tdi d&
¢6 ai didm lam ban véi em di. Thoi
dirng c6 cdi nhau nita! Lén xe, anh
chd An di dao bién mot vong.

Trén dudng di, né ci traim ngam,
ling 1€. Con anh thi ¢ hi hitng nhu
mot difa con nit vira dugc qua.

— Wow, ding 1a xe xin c6 khéc.
Chay dot va €ém ghé.

— An coi, cdi dan mdy nay choi
nhac hay qud hén.

N6 1au bau:

— An thi lai thdy né t& hon moi
ngay dé.

— Em biét néi dua that d6. Ra-
dio trén xe cii l1am sao bi lai véi dan
mdy nay dudc chit? Sao hdm nay em
la vay?

N6 im ling, duwa mit 1o ding nhin
ra ngoai cta. Khong khi lanh tir air-
conditioner tdéa ra lam né chdgt rung
minh. N6 hi€u nhitng 15i anh vira néi
v6i né khong phdi 13 khong ding,
nhung né van cdm thiy cé dicu gi
khong 6n trong cdch suy nghi cia anh.
Anh dao nay thay ddi nhiéu lim, tir
cich an mic 14n 15i n6i. N6 mo hod
nhén ra la s€ c6 mot chuy€n gi d6 s€
xay ra cho tinh cdm cda hai ngudi. N6
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nhim mit lai. Ty nhién né thém dugc
ngdi trén chi€c xe ca rich ca tan cda
ngay ndo, véi clra ki€ng quay xudng
that thap, d€ dugc nghe lai bai “Ping
Xa Em Bém Nay” re re kia con hon
12 ngdi trén chi€c xe béng 16n nay.

Im ldng....

beén nha anh sdng ruc. Gian loa
that 16n trong phong khach tuén ra
nhitng bai nhac ngoai qudc on ao.
Pdm dong cling 6n ao0. Tat cd déu
nang nhitng chi€c ly cau ky dung chat
rudu dit ti€n 1&n chiic tung anh. Hom
nay anh vira dugc thing chdc.

N6 chdt cdm thdy minh that qué
mua va ngheo nan bén ddm ban sang
trong cla anh. Anh ciing vy, nhitng
bd dd binh din clia ngay xua nay di
dudc thay thé bing nhitng chiéc so
mi sic s3, nhitng chi€c quan tiy brand
name danh ti€ng. Anh ding d6, tuy
gin trong gang tic nhung sao ma xa
la qud. Quan hién lanh ngay xua clia
né da bi€n mat, gio chi con lai la mot
khuon mit thda man vi vat chit. N6
cdi xu6ng nhin hdp qua nhd nhéi
trong tay, mot chi€c ca vat mau xanh
nudc bi€n ma anh tirng yéu thich.
Ngan ngit mot 14t né quyét dinh ném
hop qua nay, c6 hay khong thi cling
viy thdéi. N6 ling 1€ quay di, ddm
déng van cudng loan trong diéu
chachacha s6i déng. O
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Tham Gia Sinh Hoat Cong Dong:

Céc ban mén,

C6 ban hdi: “C6 mot sd ngudi cho
rang tham gia sinh hoat cong ddong
hay sinh hoat trong doan thé 14 lam
chinh tri, va cho la chinh tri 1a mdt nci
x4u xa bao gdm chup mil, tranh gianh
chitc vi. Vay xin anh cho biét c6 nén
tham gia sinh hoat cdng dong & hai
ngoai khong? T kinh nghiém bén
than, xin anh cho bi€t 1am sao d€ tim
dudc cong ddong va sinh hoat nhu y?”

Céc ban dat cau hoi nhung thuc
ra 12 néu lén cd mot van dé 16n lao
va phiic tap. Do d6 toi xin tra 13i thanh
nhiéu phan, tirng budc mot.

Binh Nghia Cong Dong

Tru6c hét chiing ta can dinh nghia
thé€ nao 12 cong ddong. Theo t6i, cong
ddng 13 da s& thAm ling. P6 1a chinh
cacban, 12 cha me anh chi em cta cic
ban, 12 ban bé than hitu ctia cic ban,
Ia nhitng trai vién ma cdc ban quen
bi€t trong may budi trai he, 1a cic bac
céac cd cac chi ma cic ban gip gd khi
ra khu phd Viét, hay tai cidc dip hoi
h¢ dinh dam.

Toi tin riing da s6 thAm ling nay
c6 long va luong thién vi “nhéan tri sd
tinh ban thi€n,” nghia 12 ngudi ta sinh
ra von c6 1ong tot. Pay 1a cin ban dé
sinh tdn. C4c ban ctt nghi xem, néu ai
ai ciing chi tinh d&€n chuyén lira ddo,
ham hai 14n nhau thi nhan loai c6 1&
da tuyét chiing tir 1au rdi. Loai ngudi
con ton tai d€n ngay nay 1a do con
ngudi von sin tir tAim mudn gitp dd
ngudi khdc khi 1dm nan du chi 1a
ngudi dung nude 1a. Ngay hom nay,
chiing ta ¢6 mit & dat nudc nay ciing
12 do tir tAm 4y clia quoc t&€ va dic
biét ctia ngusi dan Hoa Ky.

C6 ngudi 14n 16n ring mot vai
doan thé hoic mét vai cd nhan ning
nd nao d6 trong cong ddng 1a cong
ddng. & cdc ndi c6 dong ngudi Viet
sinh s6ng thudng cé nhitng t& chifc
dugc thanh 14p ra dudi danh nghia
cong déng nhu Cong Pong Ngudi
Viét Vung Hoa Thinh B&n, Cong
Péng Ngudi Viét Nam California,
v.v... Thuc ra day chi 1a cdc t8 chitc
vdi danh xung cong ddng chit khong
phdi 13 cong ddng. V& mit phap 1y,
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NEN HAY KHONG NEN?

chi ¢6 cédc vi dan biéu va thugng nghi
si mdi dich thuc 1a ngudi dai di€én hgp
phdp cho ¢ tri ctia ho, trong d6 ¢6 ca
ngudi Viét song trong viing. Con cic
hdi doan tw nhan thi gidi ldm chi c6
thé dai dién cho hdi vién clia minh
trong mot s§ 1anh viic nao d6 ma thoi.
Cac hdi doan nao ty nhan dai dién
cho toan thé ngudi Viét tai dia phuong
hay trén toan qudc thi di lam xung.
Toi néi vay khong c¢6 § phii nhdn
vai trd clia cdc t8 chifc mang danh
xung cong dong bdi vi chinh tdi cling
dang tham gia trong mot t8 chirc nhu
vay. Céc t8 chifc nay c6 nhiém vu dic
thil va rat can thiét ctia ching: tranh
diu cho quyén Igi clia dong huong.
DAy la diéu cAn phan biét thatrd rang.
Tranh diu cho quyén 1gi khdng nhat
thi€t c6 nghia 1a ¢6 tu cdch dai dién.
Mot t8 chiic Hoa Ky tranh dau cho
nhan quyén & Trung Cong khdng c6
quyén tu nhin ring minh dai dién cho
ca 1.2 ti ngudsi Hoa. C4c t§ chiic mang
danh nghia cong dong ciling th€, can
dugc hiéu ddy 1a céc t6 chifc tw nhan
cho minh chitc ning tranh dau cho



quyén 1gi gan va xa clia ddong huong
trong vung.

Thé Nao La Lam Chinh Tri?

Né&u cic ban tra tir dién thi s& thdy
chit “politics” ¢6 nhiéu dinh nghia
khéc nhau, cd nghia bong 1an nghia
den, ma lai con thay ddi tiy theo tir
dién. PAy 1a m&i néi dén chir “poli-
tics” trong ti€ng Anh, khdng hoan
toan ddng nghia véi chit “chinh tri”
ctia minh. Nhung trong dan gian cd
hai déu ham y khong tot, c6 cdi gi
ban thiu, xau xa, ti tién, xau xé, n
ddc... Biéu nay that dang ti€c. Vi bat
ctt diéu gi tot lanh ma bi khodc 1én
may chit “lam chinh tri” ty dong trd
thanh nho nhudc, dédng lanh
xa. Nhung c4c ban thira hiu
ring tot hay xau la do ban
chi't chit dau phai do danh
xung. Cai 40 khong l1am nén
thdy tu. Toi tin riing ai ai trong
chiing ta cling yéu mén Co
Bé Lo Lem mic du co ta bi
gan cho danh hiéu “Lo Lem”
ching 5t dep gi.

Do d6 thay vi binh phdm
vé tir “chinh tri”, toi d& nghi
chiing ta ban thing vé sy ddn
than, vé tinh than tuong trg,
vé trich nhiém clia ddng loai
va ddng bao vdi nhau, vé cic
viéc 1am cu thé dé gidp do
cho ngudi chung quanh... Nhu
vay chiing ta khong bi 1an cin
bdi tir ngit va s& ranh tam tri d€ chd y
dén ban chat va ndi dung clia tirng
viéc lam. Néu viéc 1am chinh ding
thi chiing ta ctf 1am, bat chip ngudi
khéc goi d6 1a 1am chinh tri hay 14 céi
gi gi di ching nira.

Nhiing Té Nan Trong Sinh Hoat
"Cong Dong"

Khi n6i vé sinh hoat “cong dong”
thi ngudi ta thuGng ngu y sinh hoat
ctia cdc hoi doan tu nhan trong cong
ddng chtt khdong nghi dén sinh hoat
clia da s& tham ling. Toi ddnh ngoic
kép chit “cong dong” khi néi vé sinh

hoat clia cdc hoi doan tw nhan d€ tién
phan biét. Nhu vy sinh hoat “cOng
ddng” va sinh hoat doan thé ma céc
ban nhic dén trong ciu héi thuc ra
chi 1a mot.

Céc ban c6 néi dén tinh trang
chup mii, tranh gianh chic vi trong
sinh hoat “cong ddng”. Té trang nay
c6, va phd bién la ding khic. Va d6
12 mot vin dé phai gidi quyét néu
ching ta mudn cdng ddéng trudng
thanh va thing ti€n. Tuy nhién, trudc
khi tim gidi phdp, ching ta cin hiéu
vin dé. Ngudi My thudng néi “thAm
dinh mot bai todn cho ding din thi
xem nhu di gidi dugc mot nira bai
toan d6 roi”.

Chup mil, theo toi, 12 thé hién ctia
tinh than tranh dua thi€u lanh manh.
Khi tranh dua 1anh manh, ai mudn hon
ngudi thi phai tu minh hoc héi va dd
cdng khé ra ma vuon 1€n. Tranh dua
lanh manh gidp cho xa hoi thing ti€n.
Tuy nhién, lai c6 ngudi mudn hon
ngudi nhung ngai khé va ludi hoc hoi.
Thay vi ¢d ging vuon lén cho hon
ngudi thi ho dim ngudi khiac xudng
cho kém minh. Chup mii 12 mot thé
hién cta tinh thin thi€u 1lanh manh
nay. Thay vi bdo vé y ki€n va lap
trudng ctia minh bing thanh qua viéc
1am va tai thuy€t phuc, thi ho tim cich
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danh phd dau, triét ha uy tin va bit
miéng ddi phuong. Tranh dua thi€u
lanh manh lam bang hoai xa hdi va
ph4 hily mam thién trong con ngudi.

Con viéc tranh gianh chifc vi thi,
theo t6i, 12 thé hién cla mic cam tu
ti. C6 nhifng ngudi ngai nguing khong
ddm sdnh vai tranh dua v6i ngudi ban
xt, nhung lai thich danh gia. Do dé
ddi v6i ho, chitc vi, du chi 1a hu danh,
trong cdi cong ddng nhd bé clia ngudi
Viét v6i nhau trd thanh 1& séng con,
phdi c6 thi ban thin mdi sdng gid va
cudc ddi mdi cé y nghia. Céc ban da
s6 16n 1én § Hoa Ky, dd quen né nép
sinh hoat clia ngudi ban xit, c6 thé
cho diéu nay 1a k¥ la. Toi c6 dip di

nhi€u va nhan thdy ring tAm ly tu ti
Ay rat phd bién & cdc xa hdi thudc
dia hay cuu thudc dia. G cac xa hoi
nay, dan ching rat né sg bat ky céi gi
lien hé d&€n miu qudc hay cyu miu
quéc. Ngudi Phi Luat Tan rit né sg
ngudi My. Ngudi Hong Kong rit né
s¢ ngudiAnh. O cdc xa hoi nay, thanh
phin uu td (elite) ding giita. Do véi
dan den thi ho 1a cha 1a me, nhung
ddi v6i ngudi miu qudc thi ho cung
kinh xem nhu quan thay. Ho phii 1én
minh 16p 4o ty ton ddi v6i ké dudi dé
khod 14p mic cdm tu ti d6i v6i ngudi
trén.




T&é nan trong sinh hoat “cdng
ddng” thi nhiéu nhung tdi chi nhin
xét vé hai t& nan k& trén vi lién quan
dé&n cau hdi. Khi rinh 16i, hoic trong
cdc dip thdo luén sau nay, toi s& n6i
thém vé cic t& nan khéc.

3 day i mudn md ddu ngoic.
To6i mong ring cdc ban khong vd diia
c4 nim ma cho riing ai ai ra sinh hoat
“cong ddng” ciing déu vi mudn tranh
gianh chic vi va sin sang chup mil
ngudi khac d€ dat muc tiéu ctia minh.
Toi da gép nhitng ngudi v4i thanh tAm
phuc vu va rat luong thién trong sinh
hoat. Toi tin ring néu cic ban d€ y
nhin quanh thi s& thdy nhitng ngudi
nhu vy khong phédi khong c6.

Nén Hay Khong Nén Sinh Hoat "Cong
Dong"?

Pén diy mdi thuc sy vio phan
cau hoi cia cdc ban.

Cau hdi nay 4n chia thanh kién
ddi v6i sinh hoat “cong dong” vi cdc
t& nan ma cac ban nhan thay hay da
trdi qua. Thay viéc khong nhu y,
chiing ta c¢6 thé tranh né cho khuAt
mit nhung cdi xdAu xa vin con y
nguyén dé. Ngudc lai, chiing ta c6 thé
dén than d& dep bd cic t¢ doan va
thay diéu xau bing diéu tot.

Di nhién viéc chon thai d0 nao
12 quyén tv do ctia mdi ngudi. G day
t6i chi mong c4c ban nghi d&én s& dong
thAm ling trong cong ddéng. Ho la
nhitng con ngudi luong thi€n, c6 1ong,
c6 tinh, nhung chiu thiét thdi moi bé.
Ho 12 nhitng ngudi dau tit mat toi vat
10n v6i cudce sdng, co ging tién than
nhung bi han ché trim chiéu, mudn
vuon 1én nhung khéng cé ngudi
huéng dan. Ho 12 nhitng ngudi kém
may min hon cic ban. Ho ching dam
nhd va ai, ching bi€t kéu ca vao dau.
Ban chi cAn chiu khé nhin quanh trong
cudc song hang ngay thi sé thdy ho &
cting khip. Xin cidc ban khi n6i dén
cong dong thi dirng nghi d&én 6ng nay
ba kia, hdi nay doan no, ma hay nghi
dén nhitng con ngudi hién luong va
thAm ling ching ai budn nhic d&n.

Ho méi dich thyc 1a cong dong. Xin
nghi d&€n ho khi ban quyé&t dinh dan
than hay khong.

Du khiém t&n khdng mudn nhan
thi cac ban van thudc thanh phan uu
td clia cdong ddng, so vdi bi€t bao
ngudi khac kém may mén hon, thi€u
diéu kién hon. Céc ban c6 thé diing
vi th€ uu ti clia minh d€ hudng din,
dum boc, va bénh vuc cho nhitng
ngudi kém may méin hon. Cac ban ¢c6
thé 1am guong @& xay dung mot thanh
phin uu ti méi cha cong dong, khiem
cung vdi ngudi dan thap cd bé miéng,
th4at th€ hon minh, nhung ngoan
cudng trude the Iuc va cudng quyén.
Cac ban c6 thé 1am ndi bat tinh than
phuc vu va xem thudng chitc vu hay
tudc hiéu. Nhitng ngudi tré khac sé
thdy cdc tAm guong nay va ca da so
tham ling ciing sé thdy. Lic 4y luat
dao thdi s& ng dung va cdi tot céi
hay sé& thay thé cdi x4u cdi d&. Dan
than 14 cdch tot nhit dé gidi trir cac
té nan trong cdng dong.

Lam Sao D& Tim Cong Ddng Va Sinh
Hoat Nhu Y?

N6i d&n “tim” thi da ngu ¥ 1a sdn
c6 nhung 14n khuit & dau d6 chua
thay. Toi e ring nghi nhu vay thi trong
cdc ban nhi€u ngudi s& that vong vi
bi€t dau ching hé c6 d€ tim. Theo tdi,
thay vi bd cong di tim thi tt hon cac
ban nén chd tdm tao dung mot cong
ddng theo y cic ban mong mudn —
mot cong ddng vitng chii trong ddi
sdng, trong sdng vé tim hén, va
trudng thanh vé nhan thiic — va chon
nhitng sinh hoat phtt hgp dé dat muc
tiéu nay. Viéc thay d6i sic thai clia
cong dong va sinh hoat “cong dong”
khong dé. Nhung, cic ban 2, viéc dé
dau cin dé&n chiing ta phai dan than,
phai suy tu, phdi dat cdu hdi va tim
Au tra 15i? Khong bd cong trong cay
thi 1am sao ¢6 qua ngot? & ddi, xay
dung méi 1dm cdng phu con da pha
thi rat dé, gidi quyét vin dé méi can
tri tué va tai nang con chi trich ché
bai thi ai ai cling lam dudgc, thing ti€n
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c4 nhan va tap thé mdi gian truAn con
dim ngudi khac xudng bun den cho
h4 da thi ching tdn cong sitc gi. Do
d6, lam hay khong, khdng do viéc dé
hay khé, ma tiy vao viéc ding hay
sai. Vi€c sai thi tranh du thuan 1gi va
d& dang cdch may. Viéc diing thi lam
di khé khiin va tric trd cach may.

Toi cling nhu cdc ban, da thdy
nhiéu té nan trong sinh hoat “cong
ddng”; ¢ té nan giy ra vi su vo tinh
nhung ciing ¢6 t& nan 12 k&t qua clia
tim 1y va tip quan sinh hoat thi€u
lanh manh. Toi c¢6 nhiéu dip ti€p xtic
v6i ngudi dan thap ¢ bé miéng; ho
ciing ngdn ngdm Iim vé tinh trang
nay. Nhung toi tin ring ching ta c6
kha ning thay d6i dudc bd mit cla
cong dong va s& c6 mot ngay cong
ddng chiing ta tudi dep hon, sinh hoat
“cong déng” bét dan di cdc té nan.
Toi thich truyén cd tich C6 Bé Lo Lem
viné c6 nhan c6 hau, diéu thién thing
diéu 4c, & hién gip lanh. Toi tin ring
ngoai d5i ciing vay, ban chit hién
luong cha da s& thim ling cong véi
st dan than cta nhitng con ngudi c6
tai ndng, trong sang va thanh tim nhu
cac ban s& loai trir dan di cic diéu
xau xa.

Con nhitng phién ha khi phai ddi
pho vé6i cdc t€ nan trong sinh hoat
“cong dong” ngay hdm nay thi viéc
nay kho trdnh nhung xin cdc ban hiy
lac quan. Trong bao nim qua, td1 da
chitng ki€n diG chuyén ding budn
nhung bul lai tdi c6 dip gip g8 biét
bao 1an hon nhitng con ngudi that d&
thuong, that luong thién, thit c6 1ong
va ¢6 tiém ning, trong d6 ¢6 cic ban.
N6i theo ki€u con budn thi xem nhu
t6i di... 191 to. Chic chin c6 ban
khong ddéng y véi nhiéu di€m trong
ciu trd 16i cia tdi. Nhung chinh nhitng
diém bat ddng biét dau lai ching 1a
co duyén cho chiing ta hi€u nhau hon
va gan nhau hon qua nhitng 1an trao
ddi ti€p theo. O

MEén chao tat ca cic ban.

Nguyén Dinh Thang
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Tang Jack Lewis

Anh mgt trdi ruyén téa ngan phuong
Duy béng téi theo ta: dinh ménh!
Nguoi di réi eon gi dau nica

Fa edeh nhiéu ky niém chiéu nuda.
Cuge dvi ta réi chdng edn gi

Khi mdt nguei thudng da ra di
Péng véi va thay, Budin ranh la
Dong doi teéi theo béng chiéu ta.
Réi ngay mai gii tir dau dén
Minh quay vé hoa edt bui, may von
Xa ecude doi lam néi tram kha.

Tran Lam Tonie

11/10/96

Tuyét Trang

Tuyét roiroi mai sudt dém thau
Nén ai tring x6a dugm mot mau
Tuyét roi gico lanh, hay ta lanh?9?
DBac twa mot mau trdng phau phaull

Tuyét bay bay nhe bui tring nhoa
Cay cé chon viti... hét huong hoa
Ndmim G rii trong tuyét lanh
Khong gi sudiam traitim tall

Long ta lanh hay trdi tuyét lanh 99
Lan loc trd dai sudt nam canh

Ném im tham nght noi xt la

Chit lanh ncindy... gi€t xuan xanhll
Vusng mdt nhin ngodi tuyét van bay
Ta lanh [ong ndy... lanh [dm thay
Tuyét ditng roi nita cho ta ém

Dung lam ta khS... mdt ta cayll

Nho Alabama ngay tuyét lanh!!!
03-01-96

K Kim Pan Tt /

Wor Song

Tuéi
Lieu ‘Oong

Ra di gong t6 chap chiing

“Ngdry xuanam 8y~ dam mau nhé nhung
Thang ngay chua hét nao nung,
Pan con Dan Viet “Mbng DU” xit nguoi.

Xuakia ta cat tiéng cudi,

L3 doi diém khiic.. Mong gan mbng xal
Ny cudinay van trong ta,

Ma sz0 dugmrét.. Bubn xa, Bubn ganl

Xuan qua khdng biEt may Bn,

Bubn, Thuong, Tdi, Han ching ngan phodi pha,
Thuong Ta Thi phan xa rha,

Thuong rhé conkhd chang da yén than,

Thu di Bong lai bao 1,

Ngéng di ngéng lai.. Xa déin tubi thol
Bo vo than phén dat do,

Trong vé Qué Me bén boy yéu thuong,

Vi ai.. Doimai doan truong?

TU khi xa x4, hguoi thuong xa tinhl
Qué minh nay vén diéulinh,

Ngudi & thikhd, luy tinh ngudi xa.

Lic binh tudi pharl ngay qua,

NGi trdi gang sifc binh sinh vao doi
Pan connang ny A5t troi,

Hen mai chung siic dem doibién dong,

“Lac Horlg s4ng td td tong
Xdng darh con chau Tién Rong khi xua.
Thurong 61 Mbng 8y cb thira?
Ngudi trong ké ngoai conliva dbi nhau.

Ng&n ngudi nght trudc suy sau,

Van sy trong théy Quzn dau ddnlong
Than an, phén van long dong,

Pem van tho rhé.. Ngudilong rhé thuong

Gat-Bui-Tinh-Na
Thing 3/1996



Ay bita ni
tui cit bi may
anh chi § ban
bién tip cia
cdc bdo réo
tGi réo lui vi bai vd cho Xuin nam ni.
C6 anh thi dd ngot “mt ngoan, viét
bai di anh mua keo kéo cho an” (vi
bi€t & xt ni thi man ring c6 keo kéo
nén mdGi hira ngot s6t cho né “ngot”
nd ma). C6 chi thi du khi “chi glri bdo
cho mt doc nhé” vi biét tui ghién doc
bdo con hon la ghién phim Tau nita.
C6 anh thi ham doa “mt nhé gt le
Ién, khong thi anh khdng ‘meo’ 6 mai
xi mudi cho mt nita”. Rang chi cai
mung nay la tui lo ngay ngdy, khong

Ntiicng mdu cluyén who nlhd vé tuc

in cao sang my vi thi con khd it, chir
ma khong 6 mai xi mudi man ring
séng ndi. Nghi ciing la té. Binh
thudng tui cling “thi phi thd con coc
van con nhai” nhu ai, ma chir thi mot
vai chit don gidn nhu dang gidn ciing
kho ra ri. Khong biét vin chuong chit
nghia tui hin trén ndi mo t&. Nghi di

A

nghi lai, tui danh viét mot bai ké vé...
tui vay.

Thua céc ban, trong cudc sdng
ctia mdi con ngudi, diéu dd ky 1a ké
vé “céi toi”. Cho nén, tui chi k€ vé
tui, khong phii 1a “c4i toi”. Mong riing
khi doc xong nhitng miu chuyén nho
nho di qua trong dvi tui, ban s& tim
dugc mot chit vui vui thodi mai trong
nhitng ngdy diu xuan. Bay chir mdi
ban doc vé tui, vé nhitng diéu dic
biét, biét 1ap, va 1ap di cta tui hi.

Chuyén bit dau tir cdi tén clia tui.

Won Song



Khong hiéu c6 phai 12 vi dnh hudng
clia ch€ d6 vua chida khi xua hay
khong, hay 12 vi doc nhiéu ti€u thuy&t
ki€m hiép bén Tau, ma ba ma tui lai
dat cho tui cdi tén “Hoang Phi”. Nghe

nha. K& tui 12 hai ddta em trai. Khong
hiéu sao ba ma tui dep ma lai sinh tui
ra da khdng dep ring con xiu nifa.
Nhung hai thing em tui tui hin lai dep
méi la t€. Vi mang cdi tén Hoang Phi,

ma lai thAn mi nhau. Nén mdi khi hai
dita d&n chd md choi la bao nhiéu cip
mitdd don vé chd tyi tui. Tui n6i thiét
hi, Iic d6 tui udc tui dugc thanh tién
nd. Khong phdi thanh tién cho dep

Ai néi “Cai nét danh chét cai dep”, chi tui thi luén thdy hinh nhu “Cai dep dé bep

cai nét” khong thoi.

sang trong qud phdi khdong ban?
Nhung cdi tén ni ¢4 lam cho tui khd
s vo cling. Vi néu ma kéu Phi khdng
thi c4i tén giéng con trai, ma néu kéu
12 “Hoang Phi” thi giéng nhu 1a vo
hoang tit. Ciling vi cdi tén ni ma chir
tui con nhé mot ky niém khé quén
khi con di hoc trudng lang. Khong
biét c4i dng thay khi xua vo tinh hay
¢6 'y ma 6ng lai chon tui 1am 16p pho,
con ban c6 biét cdi chiic 16p trudng
vé tay Ngo. Chic hin sinh nim con
ngua nén ba ma hin ditludn tén Ngo
cho dé& nhé! Khé ndi 1a tui ban cling
16p bit diu “cip doi” hai dira tui v6i
céi tén mdi nghe rat ngd, “Ngo Phi”.
C6 dtra con choi dc hat “Ngo Phi
dudng xa hi vang trdi...” U, ma khi con
nhd nd hi, ai ma cip d6i minh, minh
khong ghét, ma lai ghét cdi ngudi
dang bi cap doi chung v8i minh. Rita
14 tui ghét cdi tén con trai n§ la. Tui
nghi 12 tai hin mang cdi tén Ngo man
rang cho tui ban né nd minh. (Khong
hiéu sao tui lai khong ghét ngugc lai
céi tén tui hi?) C6 mot ngdy hin vo
tinh dung phai vao tui khi tui chay ao
vao 16p. (U, tui 1a con gdi nhung di
dtng thi khdng c6 yéu diéu thuc nit
dau!) Ria 1a tui ban cudi 1o 1é€n, tui
qué qud, tui nhao v0 “uynh” cdi tén
Ngo khdong c6 mit né. (Con nit ma,
chir thi tui thi'y hoi 16i 1dm.) K&t qud
12 tui bi kéu lén phong gidm thi va bi
phat ngdi théu mot cdi khin that 16n
dé tap tanh “con gai”! Va tir nd, tui
md&i khdm pha ra ring tui khong c6
“tinh con gai” ti nao, rita méi kh8.
Chuyén khd tht hai 1a “cdi sic
dep Chung V6 Diém” ciia tui t&. Ba
ma tui ¢6 ba dita con, tui 1a chi ca trong

cai tén nghe that hay, thit cao sang,
nén céi khd vi “cdi dep nio rudt” ciia
tui cang ndng hon cic ngudi con gai
khac. Ngudi ta thi

“Em la con gdi troi cho dep

Tudi méi muoi lim da dep roi”

Con tui thi
“Em la con gdi troi bt xdu
Vita mdi lén ba da xdu roi”

Tui n6i thiét ng ban. Nhidu ngudi
ctt nghi tui 12 “khiém ton”, dén khi
gdp mat tui ho mdi cong nhan la tui
“thiét tha”. Ciing b&i cdi xau ni ma
tui hay lam thd ngdm nga cho dd
budn:

“Em la con gdi khong nhan sdc
Nén titi cho thdan mai mét minh”

M&di 1an nghe tui ngdm nga a &
nhu vy, hai thing em trai clia tui choi
4c ngam theo lién
“Em la con gdi mang nhan sdc
Nita giong con trai, nita kho kho”

B4o hai la ba ma tui phdi mat mot
budi an i tui. Ciing vi cdi sic dep ni
ma din d&n ndi khd thi ba va cling
12 c4i khS nhat cho tui trong céi lita
tudi ma thi si va goi 12 “tudi mong
mo” hay “tudi 6 mai”.

N&i khé thit ba ctia tui Ia tinh yéu
(cAu nay tui n6i nhd cho ban nghe,
ban dirng cudi tui hi). Ai mdi I16n ma
khong c6 mot thdi md mong hi? Mic
du ai cling néi l1a “cdi dep khong quan
trong”, nhung may ai chon ngudi xau
khi c6 ngudi dep bao chir. Ai néi “Céi
nét d4anh chét cdi dep”, chi tui thi
ludn thay hinh nhu “Céi dep d& bep
cdi n&t” khong thoi. Khd nira 1a tui
c6 o ban lai dep ndo nung. Tui ma
ditng k& hén 12 nhu mit tring va may
den vay. Khong hiéu ring tui tui rira

Won Song

ma thanh tién d€ bi€n mat cho rdi.
Khd hon nita 12 bao nhiéu tén con trai
ct nhao lai lam quen... v4i tui. Ban
diu tui cling tudng may anh chang d6
tdn tinh tui hi (dirng ¢6 cudi, cho tui
hy vong chiit thoi hi), nhung din dian
sau ni tui mGi phdt hién ra ho chi
mudn tui 1am “o di thu”” dum. Rdi sau
cdiman di thuni con cdi man lam “nha
tam Iy” cho may anh chang thit tinh
rita m6i khé chd. O ban cla tui hin
chung tinh 1im, nén trdi tim ctia hin
ting cho anh bd clia hin mat tiéu roi.
Rita ma tui n6i lai cho may tén cay si
nghe, nhung tui hin khong bd cudc.
Khd cho tui, vita budn cho than “vd
duyén” cia minh, vira phai lam ngudi
an Gi mAy trdi tim bAm dap khéc nira.
bing 1a
“Cé than phai khé vi than
Than oi c6 biét mdy lan gian nan”
Noéi rita chi tui khong c¢6 chan doi
13m dau. Chi ké cho ban nghe vai diéu
1a la vé tui d€ gi&t thdi gian ranh rdi
trong nhitng ngay dau xuin thdi nd
ma. Bi&€t m6 nhd cdi viéc an Gi Gi an
ni ma tui s€ gdp ngudi tinh trong mong
clia tui. Bao chir ¢6 dip tui s& ké cho
ban nghe thém nhiéu chuyén la doi
vé tui hi? Chuyén ldc nhé tui di hoc
tui phd ra ring ni. Chuyén chi em cta
tui thudng hay “ké” nhau ni. Chuyén
tinh con nit ctia tui ni (chuyén ni khac
v6i chuyén tinh yéu k& trén né hi).
Chic cdc ban mdt mua xuan an khang
thinh vugng hi. Chir tui phai di an Gi
cic “bénh nhan” that tinh cin an Gi
cla tui.
“Em mang duyén kiép nhiéu rdc roi.
Tix liic Ién ba rdc réi roi...”. O



NHUNG VAN DE
CUA TUOI TRE VIET NAM NGAY HOM NAY

photo: Nguyén Quan

a tir 1au gidi tré Viét
Nam thudng nghe
mot s6 ngudi hay chi
trich gidi tré vé
nhitng di€m nhu:
thi€u y thitc vé chinh tri, kém hiéu
biét vé thuyc trang ctia xa hoi va dat
nudc Viét Nam, kha niang cé 1a bao
ma doi tham gia vao cdng cudc xay
dung cong ddng va ban vé van dé
qudc gia dai sy. C6 1& cin cif vao
nhitng khuyé&t di€m nay ma gi6i sinh
vién hoc sinh Viét Nam tré tudi da 1a
muc tiéu cho mét sd t6 chdc, mot
nhém ngudi tim c4ch thao tiing va din
du chiing ta di theo quy dao cda ho
vdi nhi€u hinh thic khic nhau! C6 1&
chiing ta nhin dip nay hiy lén ti€ng
va thir xét lai mot vai thanh kién tiéu
cuc ddi vdi giGi tré ching ta; cling nhu
luge qua mot vai thai dd ma chdng ta
khong thé khong c6 dudc trong boi
canh chinh tri v6i nhiéu bi€n chuyén
tai Viét Nam hién nay.

I. Nhan lay trach nhiém doi véi su
ton vong ciia dat nudc

K& tir ngay bé nudc ra di ti nan §
Hoa Ky nim 1975 cho dén nay, khong
ai c6 thé chdi cii dugce su déng gép
ddy nhiét tinh clia gi6i tré Viét Nam
vao nhifng cong tic thién nguyén, c6
tinh cach phuc vu 16i ich cho tap thé.

Mo Song

Tir ngay d6 cho dén nay, hon 20 nim
da trdi qua, da @€ cho gidi tré Viét
Nam bit dau trudng thanh d€ c6 thé
ganh vac nhitng cong viéc ma nhitng
16p dan anh d it nhiéu c6 ging thuc
hién! Pirng nghi ngudi tré Viét Nam
ltc nao cling non ndt, thi€u ¥ thitc nhu
mot s& ngudi thudng nghi dau! Kinh
nghiém ciing da cho thiy chua chic
nhitng “chinh khach” hay nhitng nha
khoa badng da c6 nhitng hanh dong
hay suy nghi mot cach chin chin dau!

Do d6, gidi tré hiy manh dan dan
thian tich cuc hon nita vao cac sinh
hoat vin hda, xa hdi cling nhu chinh
tri dé gitip cong ddng ngudi Viét tién
1én & qudc gia hdi nhap. Mit khac,
khi chiing ta bit diu ti€n manh Ién,
ching ta phéi hét sic cdnh gidc va
thin trong vi ldc nao gidi tré ciing 1a
muc tiéu cho mot s6 nhém, ngudi, chi
biét 1¢i dung nhiét huyét clia gidi tré
dé danh béng tén tudi va 6 chiic clia
ho. Kinh nghiém di cho chiing ta thdy
10 rang diéu do!

V6i tinh than cidnh gidc cao do,
gidi tré ct manh dan ti€n budc, hay
tw tim cho minh mdt huéng di mdéi
trong cong cudc diu tranh chéng chi
nghia cOng san dang con roi rét lai
trén dat nuSc Viet Nam, cling nhu hdy
¥ thic dugc nhiém vu cia minh trong
viéc phuc hung dat nudc sau nay.



Du6i thdi Phap thudc, Nguyén
Théi Hoc khi mdi 24 tudi da 13 Pang
trudng ctia Viet Nam Qudc Dan Pang,
tién phong chdng lai thuc din Phap
vdi cudc khdi nghia Yén B4i ddy mau
Ira. “Khong thanh cong ciing thanh
nhin,” ciu néi hao hung khi phiach
ctia Nguyén Thai Hoc cong véi ti€ng
sting kh&i nghia Yén Béi di 1a mot
ti€ng nS kinh hoang cho bon ngoai
nhan! P6 ciing 1a ti€ng nd chat chia
vang vong gitta dém t6i lam nhitng
ngudi tudi tré Viet Nam thdi d6 bimng
tinh sau gidc ngd dai nd 1&, d€ vung
1én tham gia vao cudc chién dau gianh
ddc 1ap oai hiing cho dat nuéc sau do!

I. Nang cao trinh d6 giao duc, van
héa va y thiic chinh trj

Giégi tré Viét Nam dang c6 cdi
may min cu'ngu & Hoa Ky, mdt quoc
gia gidu manh vao bac nhat thé gidi.
Vay chiing ta hiy tin dung Igi diém
nay d€ nang cao trinh do gido duc va
vin héa ctia minh & hé thong dai hoc
My§. Vi trinh d0 gido duc cang cao,
chiing ta cang c6 cd may nang cao
cudc song clia cong ddng ngudi Viét
dé ngay sé thing ti€n hon, sé tich cuc
gidm thi€u t6i pham trong cong ddng
nhiéu hon va nhat 1a s& dudc chinh
quyén ciing nhu din chiing Hoa Ky
kinh né hon.

Ngoai viéc trau dbi cdi hoc
chuyén mo6n & nha trudng, giGi tré
phai bi&t hoc héi khong ngiing & céc
lanh viyc khic d€ nang cao trinh 46 y
thitc vé vian hda, xa hoi va nhat 1a
kién toan y thiic v& vin héa, xa hoi
va nhit la kién toan y thifc vé chinh
tri! Gi6i tré phdi bi€t tim nhitng ngudi
¢6 kinh nghiém, c6 1ong véi tudi tré
va ning tinh v6i dat nu6c dé tham
khdo, cling nhu dugc hudng dan ding
ddn khi phdi doi phé véi nhitng tinh
th€ phitc tap d€ cic hoat dong clia
ching ta dat dugc hiéu qua va ich Igi
cho tap thé. Kinh nghiém da cho
ching ta thidy ngoai cdi hoc cin ban
& nha trudng, chiing ta con cin cdi &
hoc 8 TRUONG DOl nita méi dii dé

thanh cong khi ra tranh diu véi doi
song thyc t& ddy cam biy! Ngay ci &
cdc dai hoc My, ban gidm khao nha
trudng khi tuyén lya sinh vién, déu
Ivu y t6i nhitng sinh vién nao c6 tinh
than déng gép cho cong dong. Pai da
sO cdc trudng ndi ti€ng nhu Harvard,
Yale, Stanford, MIT... &&u nhadn manh
dé&n van dé€ nay. Khi thi sinh thi€u
diém hoat dong xa hoi, déng gép
thién nguyén dé xay dung cong ddng
chic chin s& bi ban gidm khao gat don
ra ngoai dit cho di€ém trung binh GPA
c6 cao dé€n dau chiing nita. Cac trudng
dai hoc ctia My chi truong tuyén Iya
nhitng sinh vién c¢6 khd nidng ldnh
dao, dong gép cho xa hodi, xay dung
cdng ddong hon 1a
nhitng ngudi chi
bi€t c6 hoc ma
thodi. Ngudi My
quan niém ring
nhifng sinh vién
khéng cé tinh
than déng gép
cho cong déng
chic chdn khong
thé nio trd nén
nhifng con ngudi
tdt cho xa hoi du
cho tai ning c6
cao dén dau
ching nira! Pay
12 mot diéu ding
cho gidi sinh
vién Viét Nam
ching ta luu tim va suy nghi.

Tém lai, gi6i tré ching ta phai
bi€t khiém t6n d€ hoc hdi lién tuc &
TRUGONG HOC ciing nhw TRUGNG
DPOI, chi nhit dinh ching ta khong
c6 thai d6 tri thitc ddm, di dén dau
ciing khoe biing cip

Ngudi tré chiing ta nd 1ong nao
khoe khoang bing cap & dat My nay,
khi trén qué huong chiing ta hdm nay
c6 hang triéu cu ly ngudi Viét, hang
triéu diy t6 hoic bdi ban dang lao
dong nh& nhai md hoi dé hau ha céc
chti nhan 6ng ngoai bang va bon cén
bd Viét cong.

Won Song

Ngudi tré ching ta ng 1ong nao
16n miéng tu xung la tri thitc khoa
bidng & dit My, khi trén dit nudc
chiing ta hdm nay c6 hang traim ngan
thi€u nirViét Nam dang lam nghé mai
dam d€ nuoi than!

Ngudi tré chiing ta chi thdy phin
nd khi dat nudc ching ta 1a noi cung
cip nhan cong va di di€m ré nhat thé
giGi dudi sy 1lanh dao ctia ddng CSVN.

Ngudi tré hiay ddm tién phong di
xay dung lai cdi tinh than clia ké i,
vdi hoai bdo gidn di 1a tdn dung
nhitng kha ning ctia minh d& muu ciu
phtic 1¢i cho ngudi Viét Nam, chi
khdng phai chiing ta chi bi€t di hoc
14y cho dugc manh biing d€ vinh than
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phi gia, hay vénh vdo véi ddi rdi tu
vd nguc cho minh 12 tri thifc khoa
bang. Pa dé&n Iic chiing ta phai ddm
xét lai cdi thanh ki€n sai 1am cta
ngudi Viét Nam v€ van dé tri thic
khoa bang. Ctt hé thay ai c6 bing cip
cao thi tudng 1a tri thic va té thai do
trong né. Sy thuc da chitng t6 khoa
bang chuwa chic da la tri thic. Khoa
bang hay c6 bing cAp cao chi 1a chitng
chi xdc nhan khad niang chuyén mon
trong mot nganh nghé nao d6 ma thoi.
Con tri thic 14 nhitng thanh phan hiéu
dudc va cdm nhin dudc siu xa cudc
s6ng con ngudi v4i tit cd nhitng hé



luy ctia ki€p nhan sinh; bi€t phan biét
tSt va x&u, chinh va ta. C4i ndi bat
ctia thanh phan tri thic 13 ho c6 tu
céch, ¢4 1y tudng cao dep phuc vu cho
phiic 1gi cia con ngudi chit khong
mang dén 1gi 10¢ ciing nhu danh vong
hio huyén!

Gidi tré ching ta hday di tim lai

xuyén d& xac dinh xu huéng chinh tri
va chii truong clia minh: 1a tranh dau
cho ddc 14p, tw do va gianh chi quyén
cho ngudi Vit Nam, chit khong nhim
dua da't nudc vao vong Anh hudng clia
Nga, v6i muc tiéu dua nhan loai vao
mo hinh “Thé Gigi Pai Pong” khong
tudng do Nga So6 chl xudng.

Thai do clia ching ta d6i v6i cac
st kién nay nhu thé nao? Ching ta
hiy 1an lugt xét qua tirg diém mot.
Su kién thi nhat, ngudi tré Viét Nam
nén mang ki€n thiic chuyén nghiép
vé phuc vu xit s§. Cau tra 15i dit
khodt clia chiing ta 1a khong! Tai sao?
Vi ddng CSVN va chli nghia Méc Lé

Nhiing ngudi tré Viét Nam cua thoi dai hay manh dan
tién budc dé lam luc lughg néng cét quyét dinh trong

cudc dau tranh cho mét Viét Nam thuc su tu do, am no,
khong con béng dang cua ma vuong cdng san.

cdi tinh thin KE ST, d€ tir c4i tinh than
nay gidi tré sé& biét trong danh du clia
t6 qudc va quyén 1gi clia dat nudc,
chit khdng 13y ddng bao, t8 qudc, dan
toc ra lam chiéu bai @& phuc vu cho
quyén Idi riéng tu!

lil. Minh dinh Iap trudng chinh tri ré
rang dit khoat

Gidi tré can xdc dinh ro rang
ching ta la nhitng sinh vién hoc sinh
trong hang ngli cda ngudi Qudc Gia.
RO rang hon, chiing ta 1a nhitng ngui
tré Viét Nam khong chiap nhan chd
nghia Cong San, mdt chli nghia khong
tudng da gieo tang téc cho dat nudc
Viét Nam hang chuc nim qua va van
con ti€p tuc tan pha cho dén ngay
hom nay. Chiing ta cin nhic lai nguon
gbc ctia hai chit QUOC GIA néi dén
& trén mot cach chi ti€t hon.

Khi Viét Nam con bi Phdp d6 ho,
danh tir qudc gia dugc xi dung dé
ngudi dan hi€u va phan biét 16 rang
muc tiéu clia ngudi Viét Quoc Gia
hoan toan khdc hin véi Tran Phd, H
Chi Minh 12 nhém ngudi Viét theo
Cong S&n Quoc T€ do Nga chi dao.
Hai chit Qudc Gia dudc nhitng thanh
phan khong cdng sin tif nhitng thap
nién 1930 trd di x¢ dung thudng

Hai chit Quoc Gia lic d6, dugc
hiéu 13 nhitng ngudi vira chdng Phap
vira chong Cong San, nhat 1a sau khi
didng Cong San Pong Duong ra doi
vao ngay 3 thdng 2 ndm 1930. Ngay
nay, k& tir khi CSVN tung ra chiéu bai
“Pdi M6i” d€ vo hiéu héa su chong
ddi clia ngudi Viét hdi ngoai, da ¢
nhiéu nhém c6 ¥ dinh x6a bd hai chit
Qudc Gia ciing nhu x6a md ranh gidi
Quoc/Cong, da tim cach 16i kéo gibi
tré vao con dudng mip md 1ap litng
du6i nhiéu hinh thitc khic nhau. Do
dé, hon lidc nao hét gidi tré lic nay
cAn phai x4c dinh vi tri va tw th€ chong
ddi clia minh, minh dinh rd rang 1ap
trudng Quoc Gia mot cach dit khoat.
Gi6i tré c6 thé con thi€u kinh nghiém
nhung khong non nét Au tri d€n miic
roi vao cdi by clia Viét cong giing
ra! Mot thoi gian gan day, di c6 nhiéu
vin dé dugc ban tin trong cong ddng
Viét Nam ma ddng chid y nhat la cac
sy kién sau day:

1) Gigi tré Viét Nam nén mang
ki€n thitc chuyén nghiép ctia minh dé
phuc vu x@ sé.

2) Phong trao ddi khang tai Viét
Nam ma dién hinh 13 c4c nhan vat Bui
Tin, Ha ST Phu, Nguyén Ho, Hoang
Minh Chinh...

Won Song

1a nguyén nhin chinh gy nén canh
1am than cho dit nudc dé€n ngay hom
nay. Pay 1a mdt su thuc khong ai c6
thé chéi cii duge! Do d@6, mudn phuc
vu X0 sd, tic 1a gidp dan giip nude
thi cong viéc dau tién 1a chiing ta phai
mang ki€n thitc hoc hdi dudc & xi
ngudi d€ tim cach LOAI TRU dang
cong san ra cdi da, roi hiy méi téi
chuyén phuc vu sau! N6i mot cach rd
rang hon, phai citu nu6c trude, rdi méi
c6 thé xay dung lai dit nuéc dudc.
Ciing nhu mdt cidn nha cuia ta dang
chdy, chiing ta phai dap tit Itra roi thi
mdi lo d€n chuyén sita sang lai céi
nha bi 1tra tan phd. Chd cdi nha dang
bi bon gidc cudp phéng hda chdy
hirng hyc, ma chiing ta lai ngdi yén
hd hao chuyén “tdi thi€t va phuc vu”
thi that 1a vo 1y! Pay la hai buéc tién
can ban ma chiing ta phai hi€u cho tan
tudng khi néi chuyén “phuc vu xi s&”
trong bdi canh hién nay tai Viét Nam.

Su kién thid hai, thdo d6 cila
ngudi tré ching ta ddi véi cac phong
trao doi khang tai quoc ndi véi cac
nhan vat Bui Tin, Nguyén Ho, Hoang
Minh Chinh... dang gAy dn 20 tai hai
ngoai! Chiing ta ci thr nhin vao thanh
phin ding vién Viét cong ly khai hay
dang ddi khang hién nay, ngudi ta



khong tim thdy ai dang dugc CSVN
trong dung ma bo hang ngii Viét cdng
c4! Piéu nay chitng té ho chi 1a nhitng
ngudi bi CS hatra ngoai mam c§ dinh
chung, bi bac ddi nén méi uit e 1én
ti€ng “doi khang”! Thit hdi néu cac
nhan vat nay dang nim nhitng chiic
vu thi tuéng, bd trudng, v6i quyén
hanh quyén 1gi tai Viét Nam bay gid

10, stta sai, Nhan Vin Giai Phim..., nén
y di bi€t xa hoi CS ra sao. Nim 1964,
Nguyé&n Ho trd lai mién Nam d€ chi
huy cic t§ chitc CS nim viing & Sai
Gon, lai 1a dip cho y thdy rd thuc t&
clia x4 hoi & day. Hai nép sdng cla
mién Béc v mién Nam trdi ngugc hin
nhau nhu th€ da khong hé 1am y
chuyén huéng va “ddi khang”! Trong

thi ho c¢6 chiu ly khai khéi ddng VC
dé ddi khang hay khdng? Va tai sao
bay gid mGi d6i khang khi chti nghia
CS dang day chét khip noi?

Néu thuc sy Bui Tin y thifc dugc
su sai trdi khong cé chinh nghia cla
Cong San, thi nam 1973, khi dugc Ha
Noi clt 1am dai dién Bic Viét trong
Uy Ban Lién Hop Quan Su B&n Bén
¢ Camp David tai Sai Gon, sao y
khong ra hdi chdnh, ma dén nim
1989, khi di dv Pai Hoi Pang CS
Phap méi trén & lai Phap d€ kéu goi
ngudi Vi€t ti nan CS hday cung véi y
dau tranh cho dan cha?

Néu thuc sy Nguyén Ho ¥ thitc
dugc su sai trdi khong c6 chinh nghia
cta CS, thi nam 1954, khi dugc tap
kétra Bic, rdi § lai mién Bic 10 nim,
vao ding ldc CS phat dong nhitng
phong trao dAm mdu nhit nhu: dau
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sudt 11 nim & Sai Gon ldic dé,
Nguyé&n Ho thira dip dé ra hdi chanh
vGi chinh phtt VNCH. Tai sao y khong
lam, d€ khi bi CS hit chan cho vé&
vuon nim 1987, sau 54 tudi dang va
71 tudi d5i mdi bit ddu “ddi khang”?

N6i tém lai, nhitng hoat dong 6n
20 cla nhitng ding vién CS nay bay
lau nay, thuc chat chi 12 cudc tranh
gianh quyén 10i va quyén hanh, in
khong ddng chia khong déu trong ndi
bd CS v6i nhau ma thoi! Hon nita dan
toc VN, nan nhéan truc ti€p ctia CS
ciing ch3 cAn d&€n ho “ddi khiang” hay
dau tranh doi dan chi gitm. Ho ¢6
thyc Ivc gi va nhan danh cho ai dé
ma doi CS ban phdt dan chd cho
ching ta!

Véi tu cach 1a mot tap thé sinh
vién qudc gia, chiing ta thing thin
néu lén nhitng cdu hdi nay va cho

Won Song

xem ho c6 tra 15i 6n thda hay khong!
Di nhién cidc diang vién VC nhu ho
khi rdi bé hang ngii va chdng dang
CS, chiing ta hoan hd, nhung ho hay
nén k&t hgp véi nhitng cyu ding vién
Ay véi nhau d€ hoat dong chit dirng
ddi 1on song hodc du dd ngudi qudc
gia ching ta chay theo ton vinh ho.
Hon nita, ching ta nhitng ngudi tré
Viét Nam khong thé 1am mat chinh
nghia Qudc Gia va phan bdi vong linh
nhitng ngudi chi€n si Qudc Gia da
nidm xudng vi da chi&€n diu cho chiing
ta dudc tu do hom nay. Udng nuéc
phdi nhé ngudn 1a vay!

IV. Két Luan

Nhitng ngudi tré Viét Nam dé va
dang dan dan nhan thic dudc vai trd
clia minh d6i vdi su ton vong clia dit
nudc. Ching ta nghi gi trudc thuc
trang nd 1& clia dat nudc Viét Nam
duéi ch& @6 CS? Gidi tré sé dong gép
dugc gi trong giong lich st dau thuong
can dai clia dat nugc?

Nhitng ngudi tré Viét Nam cla
thdi dai hdy manh dan ti€n budc dé
lam lyc lugng ndng cdt quyét dinh
trong cudc dau tranh cho mot Viét
Nam thuc sy tu do, m no, khdng con
béng ding clia ma vuong cdng san.

Chiing ta hdy tu tin ti€n budc vi
ching ta c6 nhiét tinh véi dan tdc, y
thiic duge dau 1a ké thit ma ngudi Viét
phai duong dau, lua chon dudc duding
hudng thich nghi phdi di, tin lyc doi
héi tim nhitng gidi phap hitu hi¢u hau
gidi quyét nhitng van dé cla cong
ddng va cla dat nuSc, bigt doan két
hdp luc d€ bio vé danh du va nhan
phdm clia ngudi Viét khip ndi trén
thé gidi.

Ching ta tin chic ring véi tinh
than phuc vu ngay thing, chiing ta s&
khong co don ma s& dugc sy yém trg
clia da s6 moi ngudi, cdc bac phu
huynh, nhitng ban tré va nhitng ngudi
thanh tdm thi€n chi ning 1ong véi
tuong lai cda dit nu6c Viét Nam.
Tuong lai clia cdng dong va clia dit
nuc [a cac the he tré ngay hom nay. O



MAT TRAU

Thu Nguyét

id

cdi x6m “khi ho ga
gdy” nay tudng dau
dugc “com lanh
canh ngot” d&n tron
doi. Ai de c6 mot
“con me la sat” Chin M6m dé€n nhap
gia cu bat hgp phdp ma con la lang.
Ké tirngay “con mé” cit chdi gan nha
chii Tu Som 1a cdi may ra-dd (radio)
clia toi cling nim im khong con hoat
ddng tich cuc nhu trude nira. C6 khi
hon tun 1 tdi cling ching mang sd
m6 d&n né. Bui bam diy chi€c may
lam nhgt di mau nudc son bdng
nhodang bén ngoai. Chi mot dai phat
thanh ctia “con mé” ciing du cho ca
x6m di&c tai, nhic 6¢ roi. Néu tdi vin
ra-do hatnita chic tdi phai di vao nha
thuong v4 mang nhi qua.
Nha t6i cach nha chid Tu Som c¢6
3 s20 chif xa x0i gi dau. B&i viy méi
khd. Sang hirng dong 1at dat budc ra
Iu nudc stic miéng 1a nghe cdi miéng
bd bd cliia “con mé&” kéu ga cho in
cling mudn bé tai ludn. Kéu ga me ra
san thi dan ga con ra theo chi cAn gi
la “quai quiy” lam dn ci x6m. Kéu

“chéc ch6c” 1a ga me dian dan ga con
chay ra 20 20 lién, dang nay “con mé”
banh miéng ra ci tic sira giong 1én
xuong kéo mdt hdi dai, “chut chut
chut chut chut...”” nghe phat mét. BGi
vay, chii T Som mdi ré ré theo “con
mé” d4 16ng nheo hoai... rdi mdi “con
mé” don vé & gan ludn.

Thiét 12 buc. Toi cd de nén va chd
ngay “chdi” con mé mot vo cho biét
tay. Nhung phai chd co hoi dén chi.

R&i co hoi cling d€n. S& 1a thiing
Puc, chdu chi Tu Som tir “Si Gon”
vé thim nhiim ngay thang chap Tet.
Toi du né di bit d&€ da dé lam quen.
Sau mdt budi trua 1in 16i ngoai ddng,
t6i va né trd thanh d6i ban than. Con
trai ““Si Gon” thudng thi lanh 1gi va
ba hoa nhu ba con thudng néi. Nhung
thiing Puc ndy né nd di 1a nd (khd oi
12 khd). Mé6i “xap 1a ca” c6 mot do
ma né chiu thua dm con d€ di cAt lam
toi ti€c hiti hui vi giao dn ba d6 12 bt
xdc ma. Xem ra né ciing “dé sai”. Toi
thdm cudi cho ¥ dinh minh sip dudc
ti€n hanh ma khong thém #n thua
mAy con d€ clia né. Toi rd né vao

Won Song

vuon hdi man an va chia tay vi mot
st hen ho da sip dit.

Ngoai sdng c6 ti€ng kéu “bai
hady” clia “con mé&”, tdi do4dn biét hai
ngudi chuin bi ra di. Thing Puc khéa
ctta rdi chay qua nha t6i bao tin.

—E, tao v6i miy di dugc roi. Cha
Tu tao mdi di do6.

— Chin M6ém c6 kéu may coi triu
gitm hong?

— C6, c¢6 din tao cin than dirng
dé mat trau.

—U..

P& cho chic in, toi chay ra bs
song nhin — xudng ctia chi Tu Som
da boi di that xa.

Thiing Puc khong dim c&i trau
nén to6i bit n6 di bd ndm day thing
kéo mili. Con tdi oai phong 1am liét
ngdi chém ché trén lung hét ciu ca
dao cho thda 1d0ng sung sudng.

Trau oi ta bdo trdu nay

Trdu ra ngoai rudng trdu cay voi ta
Cdy cay von nghiép nong gia

Ta day trau ddy ai ma qudn cong
Bao gio cay liua con bong



Thi con ngon cé ngodi dong trau dn.

Duong Bay Dira di rudng vé gip
tdéi hat cudi ngd nghinh nén chin
duong hoi:

— Hai dira bay di dau day?

— Da, tui con dit trau di dn cd.

Thiing Puc rut r& nip qua mot
bén. Thiy dugng bdy Dira vira dom
budc di, n6 16 diu ra nhin t6i véi vé
mat sg sét.

— My sd c4i gi? toan 12 16i x6m
khong ma. — Toi n6i d€ tran an né.

Bat chot dugng Bay quay trd lai
nhin thing Pyc do xét:

— Thiing ndy con céinha ai day?

— Da, n6 1a chau cua chd Tu
Som. Toi tai lanh tra 15i th€ cho né.

— Tu Som c6 nha khong?

Lan nay t6i khong ddm hé hé sg
bi bai 10 k& hoach nén im. Thiing Puc
khim ndm néi tirng ti€ng:

— Da, chi con di “dzd” Ngudn
hdi sang véi cd Chin.

— Chin nao?

— Da, Chin Mém.

— Lam gi?

— Da di d8i Ida mia vé in Tét.

“Thing cha ndy cling nhiéu
chuyén bay dit hdi doan héi ghen

nita,” toi thAm nghi. Giong dugng Bay
16n hon:

— An Tét phai c6 lia miia Nang
Huong sao?

— Da, con hdng biét. — Thiing
Buc néi cho qua loa.

Dugng bdy xiu giong di moét
minh 6ng nghe “Thing dé cin gi
Nang Huong, c6 nang Mém 16i” va
b di.

Toi giyt day thing thic thing
Puc dit trAu di mau hon. Ching t6i

bing qua khong bi€t bao nhiéu 1a
canh dong. Nhitng thita rudng nim
dai chd con nuSc dang 16n d6 vao. Xa
xa mdi ¢6 bui ¢b lac, ching toi cOt
trau lai cho né gam c6 & d6 va thd bo
theo mé muong hai nhitng & nhén
nhén trén 14 Ida va dot siy. Pén x&
chiéu, t6i dit con triu cot vao goc xoai
va cin din thing Pyc vé nha phdi
khéc cho that nhiéu.

Khi Chin Mém vé nha khong
thiy con triu, kéu thiing Puc ra hdi
thi n6 khéc méu mio:

— Hu hu hu... Con trAu n6 dn lda
ngudi ta, con rugt dudi mot hdi né
chay mat r6i. Hu hu hu hu hu....

Chin Mém tdc gidn vd cung,

Won Song

nhung khong dim ning nhe thiing
Puc. “Con mé” ra san nudc sau nha
chi Tuw Som ngdi khéc 16¢ ké 18:

—Trdi di, con triu 1a triu di. May
sinh ra chi cdi gid ky tudi tao, dé tao
v6i miy xa nhau. My bd tao di dau
h4 trau? Phdi may sanh nim nay thi
tao lIam dn phdt dat, muén thing
Luom chin miy c6 sudng hon khong.

Chi Tu S¢gm nghe “con mé” rén
di€c tai nén dong long ra an wi.

— Niam nay tr&i d6n con triu vé.
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Nin di em, qua nim mdi trdi s€ tra lai
cho minh va con trd 151 cho con “nghé
ngo” d& thuong nita ma.

To61 ngéng nghe nhin khong dugc
nén bat cudi khic khich. Thiing Puc
dom khong ai d€ y dot qua toi i tai
ming mirng.

— Tao nghe 15i may lam vay
khong ai bi€t hét. Hén qua!

— Nhé nhé théi may. Ho nghe 1a
tao v6i may di “ving Nam” khong c6
ngay vé bay gid.

Y dinh t6i da dat, ndi vui ming
khon t. Toi kéo thing Puc di dit con
triu vé trd cho “con mé” chit diu nim
dau thang khéc ngheo chét.

— Anh Tu di, trdi dua con trau vé



nha minh ne.

Piing ngoai gian mudp tdi lic dau
thé dai cho cdi giong dai nhin, “ba 16
ba la” cia “con mé”. Chi Tu S¢gm
nghe kéu nhdy cing lén.

—Trau vé rdi hd em? Trdi thuong
minh thiét.

— Hic hic hic... con triu ndy vé
roi, dng con cho tui con “nghé ngo”
chi nita cho 16 mua 15 lita vy Ong.
Hic hic hic hic...

— Thi nha minh giau to c6 gi dau
em.

— Hit, ra giéng anh lo di cay thém
vai chuc cdng rudng 13y tién mua than
dé danh, & d6 ma giau to...

Thi ra “con mé” sip c6 “nghé
con”. Mot ngay mat triu 12 10i ra con
“nghé ngo”. Hy vong sang ndm con
nghé con gianh hét thdi gian rdi rinh
clia “con mé” dé tra lai s an binh cho
ba con 16i x6m, vi dai phdt thanh
khong gid gidc sé khong con. Va cdi
ra-do cia toi s€ trd lai hoat ddng binh
thuong. C6 nhu vay chi! O

-
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BAI CA CHO ANH

Em hét cho anh mét bai ca
Sau lan chia cach buédc chan xa
Un tue vuong véan anh tim kiédm

Qap em gita budi dnh V\émg ta

Em hét cho anh doan trén tinh
Néng vang che 1&p méng hén trinh
Véeu anh chi nhé khong dam ngé
Om ap hoai mong mst béong hinh

Em héat cho anh khic tinh lf\éng
L&i yeu vang vong cd niii séng
Du am hoa séng la trong gid
V3 vé nam H/\émg mdi chd mong
Nay em s& hét bai mia xuédn
Nu cudi dnh mét da lang lang
]\Jg[/\in hoa mai n& tuoi sédc thém

Em ubc ciing anh say &i an.

Duyen Nguyen, 12/96

~
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Tinh tang, toi ndn cung dan
Ngoai hign rap anh trang vang
Mli huong da Iy ménh mang

Cho embén db rhin sang bén nay

Tirh tang, dong téc lung day
Kiéu sa cho g6 mé say

Chirm nion chén By hop bé\ly

Ngéin ngo xEp cérh dudi tay hoamém

Tinh tang, 6 tang, tinh tang 8 tang tinh tinh

Tih tang, 6 tang, tih tang 6 tang tih tirh

Tinh Tong

Tirh tang, em hat diu daing
Say eua toinhp oung dan
Lo cavang khdp trén gian

s 4 \‘ \'
Cho mubn thé ¢idi xon xang, boi hoi

Tinh tang, 6 tang, tinh tang 8 tang tih tinh

Yéuem, yéu dz laurdi

Ngai ngin nén d&u méi thoi

Pémnay em da sang roi

Tirh tang, rmugh tigng dan toi té tinh

Hoang Vi Kha

Won Song



D6 Oui Pé Biet

Pé bdt ddu cho mdt nam mdi, Non Song cé thém muc Do Vui D€ Biét. Chiing toi hy vong rdng quy ddc gid sé hudng
iing muc mdi nay bing cdch tham gia tra 1i cdc bai d6 vui va giti cdc bai dé vui vé dé muc nay thém phdn hiing thi.
Trong s6 bdo nay, chiing tbi xin gidi thiéu dén quy doc gid cdc cdu dé ciia bdac Lé Piic Phii. Ba vi djc gid ddu tién gidi
ddp duoc cdc cau héi dudi day sé dugc phdn thuéng la mét ndm bdo Non Song giti tan nha.

Causo 1
Tra 151 (gidi dap) theo Bic___, Trung__, Nam

Ngudi con goi bing Bac Cha Cau Co6 hoic O Di Dugng Thim Mg
Anh ctia Cha

Em trai ciia Cha

Em gdi ctia Cha

V¢ clia nguGi Anh ctia Cha
Chong ngudi Em gdi clia Cha
Chi cia Me

Em gdi ciia Me

Em trai cia Me

Chong ctia ngudi Chi ctia Me
Chong ngudi Em gii clia Me
Chong ngudi Em Trai cia Me

Causd2a  C6 bao nhidu doc gia dap ding
causo 1
cau sd 3

Causo2b  C6 bao nhiéu doc gia tham du

Causo 3a C6 12 loai anh chi em thdng 1&. MJi quy vi va cdc ban dién vio khodng trong dusi dy:

1. anh chi em Rudt 5. anh em ....... 9.chi em .......

2. chi em ....... 6. anh em ....... 10. chi em .......
3. anh em ....... 7. anh em....... 11. chi em .......
4. chiem....... 8. anh em ....... 12. chiem .......

Causdo3b  Trong trudng hgp ndo, ngudi ta goi anh em cdt chéo? va tai sao? (xin gii thich).

Won Song
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Pé€ t3 bdo thém phan sinh dong va vui vé, k€ tir s6 bdo nay tda soan bit diu cdng hién dén qui vi doc
gid mot muc mdi: Géc Cuor. Muc nay s& bao gdm tranh bi€m hoa, thd hai, truyén vui, va tit ci cac thé
loai sdng tdc nao c6 thé mang t6i cho ngudi thudng ngoan cling nhu nguSi sdng tdc nhitng nu cudi sing

khodi, lanh manh, va yéu ddi. Pay thuc sy s& 1a manh dat t6t d& cho cdc cao thi vo 1am khip bdn
phuong c6 dip choc cudi thién ha. Trong Pic San Tét nay, Non Song xin gifi tdi ban doc chim tranh vui
clia hoa si Val, mot cay biit quen thudc clia 1ang bi€m hoa Sai Gon nhitng nim cudi thap ky 80.

_"rﬁNH A, CYJN minr e Ry

( SIENG HOCLAM. Sust NGRY OF ;
& LAY cAT compuTeR THAI! @

SAOME DN’«I Hrl‘n’
A mé% HHEF iy 7
& NHA THT CHI'DUCS
NGI TIENG VIET THO!.
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Moi cac ban dat 16i cho biic
tranh vui bén canh. Ba ban cé 16i
dit di ddm nhat s& dugc toa soan
gl tang moOt nim bdo Non Song,
ké ca cudc phi.

Toa soan cling mong nhan dugc
nhitng mau dd tir qui vi va ban doc,
nhim tao dung cho muc d6 vui nay
ngay cang hao hiing va ndo nhiét.

Freshment Em dep nhu mo

Add Lép Bay ngay dgi mong
Drop Lép L3 1am

Chon nghanh Nhu gidc chiém bao
Thu vién Pua em vao mong

Mi g6i Mot ngay nhu moi ngay
Bai ki€ém Con chiit gi d& nhé

Ky thi Pém cudi cling

Lam bai khong dugc
Trudce gid thi
Computer lab

Diing héi vi sao tdi budn
L3i nguyén cau

R A .
bé quén con tim

E-mail/irc Ki€p dam mé
Tinh yéu Chuyén ba ngudi

Ky su

Lay “D” trong 16p
Lay “F” trong 16p
R6t hét 16p

Repeat 16p

Gid ranh

Tim chd dau xe
Tim viéc lam
Financial Aid check

Tra tién hoc

bai t6i co don

Khéc thim

Khéc mot dong sdng

Mot doi tan v§

Bén tinh cudi

Gidng cau

Ding goi nhau la ¢& nhian
bicay

Va con tim d3 vui trd lai

Ba thang ta tir

Chi Tam (Cal Poly Pomona)

Won Song




T Tin

Thanh F6iu Fbuyén

Pass Christian, Massachussett

Béc Thanh Hitu Huyén kinh,

Toa soan da nhan dugc nhitng bai
thd cia Béc. Ching chau da st dung
ngay bai thd cho s& xudn nay. Con
nhitng bai hoai niém vé qué huong
kia cling tuyét hay, nhung néu di trong
s6 xuan thi... budbn qua. Toa soan xin
giit lai @& di trong mot s& khic bic
nhé!

Leé Pie Phui

MWestminster, California

Bac Lé biic Phi kinh!

BBT Non S6ng da nhin dugc ba
bai vi€t ctia B4c giti dén. Trong dic
san Xuan ky nay, BBT xin dugc dang
trudc bai “Bai d6 vui d€ bi€t” va “Ké&
vé con trau.” Riéng bai “Cach Xung
H6 ‘Qua’”xin d€ lai cho s6 sau Bac
nhé! Chiic Bic va gia dinh ludn dbi
dao sttc khde, nhu § va rit mong Bic
ti€p tuc ting ho nhiéu hon vé mit tinh
thin cho ching chdu trong nhitng
ngay thang tGi!

Tien Fouyen, email

Thdn chao Ban Bién Tdp Non
Song!

Téi rdt ldy lam sung suéng khi
duoc lam quen vdi tdp bdo Non Song.
Toi tén la Tién hién dang séng va hoc
& Akron, Ohio. M& dau trang thu niy
Tién mudn giti dén Ban Bién Tap cuing
be ban Viét Nam 1o chao than di nhdt.
Hién gio Tién dang séng cung gia
dinh, tinh dén nay da tron mot ndm
trén dat M. Néu khong c6 gi tré ngai
xin vui long cho Tién duogc lam quen!
Nhan tién, Tién c6 hai bai tho nhé mén
guii va than tdng Ban Bién Tap.

Ban Tién mén,

Cédam on ban da gwi tang hai bai
tho. Ban Bién Tap Non Song ludn
chao dén va sin sang lam quen véi
nhitng ngudi ban mdi nhu ban. Mong
ti€p tuc nhan dudc nhitng bai tho khac
ctia ban. Chic ban mot miia Xuan mdéi
an vui bén gia dinh.

Thi si Thi Cdam

Thi si Thi CAm than mén!

Céam on thi si da kip guri bai “Xuan
Vé Thdi Hét SAu Vuong” trong dic
san Xuin nay dé t6 diém cho “Vudn
thé Xuin” clia Non Song ting thém
phin tuci mat hon! Hy vong NS sé&
ti€p tuc nhan dudc nhitng déng gép
quy bdu thudng xuyén hon ctia thi si.
Trude thém nim méi, cau chic thi si
ludn c6 duge ngudn thi hitng dé mang
dén cho doi mai mai nhitng niém vui!

Do Péne Vang

To: Ban bdo chi Non Song

Thankx 4 sending this wonderful
holiday issue to me!

Wish you all the merriest Christ-
mas & a happiest new year!

With respect,

Dom Bom Vang

(Westminster, CA)

Ban Pom P6m Vang mén!

NS di nhan dudc hai bai thd ctia
ban va xin dudc danh lai cho nhitng
s0 k& ti€p. Mong ban thong cAm nhé!
Chic ban sang nam mdi ludn an vui
va c6 nhiéu tho hay d€ tiép tuc déng
g6p cho ngudi, cho ddi, ban nhé!

Won Song

Triic Phuong phu trach

WNguyén Phuong Linh

Ban Linh thin mén!

Trudée thém nim méi, BBT NS
mén chic Linh va gia dinh luon vui
tudi va van su nhu' y. VE viéc bai Linh
gui thi NS da nhan dugc va sé ding
tru6c bai “Gidc Mong Xuan” trong
dac san Xuan NS k¥ nay. Bai con lai
s& danh lai cho s6 sau Linh nhé!

Sunowflake (Winnetka, CA)

Trdn Fba (Buena Park, CcA)

Pi nhan dudc thd cda cdc ban.
Non Soéng s& dé danh ding vao cic
s6 t6i. Mong s€ ti€p tuc nhan dugc
sang tic mdi.

Mén.

ha Odn Bai Thanh Liém

Anh Liém thin mén!

Non Séng da nhan dugc truyén
ngin clia anh. R4t vui d€ di trén Pic
San Xudn. C6 nghe truyén cla anh
trén 1an séng VOA. Nhuvay chic bén
qué nha ciing c6 nhiéu thinh gia nghe
dudc. Xin chiic mirng cung anh.

Bao Chi Nhan bugc

Green Cross, #16, Oct.-Dec. 96

Ban Tin Hung Viét, #2

Bén Tin Sinh Hoat Viét Ngii, #16, 11/96
Béan Tin Ngudi Viét lllinois, #167 & #169
Viét Magazine, #515-#519

Nguyét San Nhan Ban clia
THSVVN-Paris, s6 Xuan 96, #2-#6
Ngudi Dan, #73-75

Tap San Bit Nhém Nang Mdi
Germany, #3




NOYSONG

LIEN LAC TOA SOAN

Moi thu tu, thdc méc xin lién lac vé tda soan tai:
12771 Western Ave., Suite H

Garden Grove, CA 92841

Tel: (714) 893-3139

Fax: (714) 894-9549

Email: nonsong @aol.com

W ebsite: http://vweb.net/thsv_ncali

LIEN LAC DONG GOP BAI VG

NON SONG Iuén dén nhan moi bai vé déng gép
ti ban doc qua dd thé loai

— Bai trich, dich tu cac sach bao khac xin ghi ré
xudtsu

— Né&u dang lai bai cia NON SONG xin ghi r6
trich t NON SONG

— Quy vicd thé dung bdt hiéu trén céc bai viét
néu muén, nhung xin dé lai tén that, s dién
thoai hay s6 email dé tién lién lac

— NON SONG khéng nhan ding nhiing bai ndc
danh hay cuyc doan dd kich m6t ca nhén, té chic,
tén gido, hay chinh kién

— NON SONG c6 toan quyén cét bé hay thay ddi
mot s6 chi trong nhiing bai gdi ddng néu thay
cén thiét

— NON SONG sé khong hoan tra céc bai viét du
c6 dugc dang hay khéng

— NON SONG hoan toan khéng chiu trach nhiém
vé ndidung hay tu tudng cla cdc bai viét khong
thuéc ban bién tap

LIEN LAC MUA BAO

NON SONG Magazine phat hanh 2 thang mét
1dn. Déc giad mudn tng hd cho NON SONG xin
gUi chiphi€u va phi€u mua bao dinh kém vé toa
soan.

Trong nuéc My $18.00 cho mét ndm
Ngoainudc My $30.00 cho mét ndm

Moi chi phi€u xin dé: UVSA

LIEN LAC BAO TRQ, QUANG CAO

Moi chi tiét vé bdo trg, quang cdo trén NON
SONG Magazine xin lién lac vé toa soan tai:
714-893-3139

hodc Viét Tam & s6 714-286-2059
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Bia sau Mau ......oooevvviiiiii i, $300
(Back cover — Full color)

Bia trong Mau .....ceevvviiiiiiiiiiiicee, $200

(Inside cover — Full color)

1 trang trong Den trAng .......ccccceeveevreneenenn, $100
(Inside full page — Black &White)

- % trang trong Den trdng .........ccceeuvenenee. $50

(%2 Inside page — Black & White)

. % trang trong Den trAng........cccoevvevennnns, $30

(% Inside page — Black & White)

CO GIA PAC BIET NEU QUY VI BAO TRO QUANG CAO DAI HAN,
XIN GOI CHUNG TOI PE BIET THEM CHI TIET 714-893-3139

Chi phi€u xin dé: U.V.S.A. va gi vé cho:
NON SONG Magazine

12771 Western Ave., Ste H
Garden Grove, CA 92841, USA

I 1

Phi&u Péc Gia Ung Hé6 NON SONG
Chiing t6i muén Gng ho tap chi NON SONG.
Hay gUi tap chi NON SONG cho t6i vé:

TENNAME i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaaeeeeaaes
Dia ChT AQAreSS ..cocuviiiieccie ettt

Dién Thu Email........oocoiiiiiii e

I

I

I

I

I

I

DIEN THOT PRONE vt ee et eseesesesrenes |
I

I

Trong nudc My (In U.S.) O 1 ndm $18 for 1 year |
Ngoai nuéc My (Outside U.S.) [m| 17 nam $30 for 1 year |
O Ung hé Donation............. I

I

Chi phi€u xin dé (Check payable to): U.V.S.A |

Va gui vé (And send to): NQN_S_QN_G_MAGAZLNE—I
12771 Western Ave., Suite H

Garden Grove, CA 92841, USA I
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