LEGACY OF LIBERTY

Legacy of Liberty is a section in an extensive study of Vietnam’s his-
torical and current developments entitled Vietnam Triumph by Loi
Thanh Duong, an attorney in Canada. All rights reserved. Reprinted
with the author’s written permission only.

reat ambition and
dedication are
needed to study
the origin of the Viet-
namese civilization or to

analyze the social, eco-
nomic and political lives

“We must carefully guard our land and
never permit anyone to take away a foot
of our mountains, an inch of our rivers
which have been preserved for us by the
Founding Father.”

Emperor Lé Thdanh Tong (A.D. 1460-1497)

northern king with an
old tortoise, whose shell
was marked with “mat-
ters of the past and the
future”.

Both the Vietnamese
language and mythical

of ancient Vietnam. The

following pages present only a short review of the
times, when past events emerged and were recorded
by historians. It is hoped that this review will pro-
vide an essential foundation for any evaluation of the
current situation in this Southeast Asian country.

Archaeological evidence indicates that the found-
ing ancestors of Vietnam likely had settled in this
peninsula sometime between 10,000 and 50,000
years ago.' However, the country’s records contain
only writings on certain events and legends that oc-
curred since 2889 B.C., when kingdom Van Lang
was established with clear political centres. King
Hung Vuong I, with the assistance of Father Lac
Long Quan, taught the people agricultural methods,
established a strong centralized government, and
preached social and moral values.

The Era of Hung Vuong (King of Prosperity) be-
gan and lasted for 3,000 years, during which time the
country was segmented into 15 regions: Viet thuong,
Giao chi, Chu dien, Vu ninh, Phuc loc, Ninh hai,
Duong tuyen, Luc hai, Hoai hoan, Cuu chan, Nhat
nam, Chan dinh, Van lang, Que lan, and Tuong quan.
Each region was headed by a Lac Tuong who ad-
ministered local matters and owed an allegiance to
the central Administration. All princes were called
Quan Lang, and princesses, My Nuong. These titles
still exist and are in use today by the Vietnamese
people.?

The Hung dynasty maintained diplomatic rela-
tions with neighbouring states to preserve peace and
facilitate cultural exchanges. Legends reveal that be-
tween 2357 B.C. and 2258 B.C., Van Lang’s High
Commissioner Viet Thuong visited ancient China
twice. During these rendezvous, he presented the

traditions have encoun-
tered countless foreign brutal attacks. Nevertheless,
the lengthy alien domination could not eradicate the
3000-year Van Lang culture—an ancient culture
which outlasted alien aggressors’ influence and kept
the Vietnamese together as a distinct people.

During centuries under alien rule, the Vietnam-
ese unique national identity was challenged, tested
and refined. Vietnam did not suddenly emerged as
a nation as a result of some outsiders’ ineffective
control. Rather, Vietnam’s independence reflects
the perpetual efforts of Vietnamese as an eminent
people, who were determined to displace foreign
domination at all costs.

The Vietnamese Traditional Democracy

Traditional democracy in Vietnam is implanted in
the daily functions of the country’s villages—the
fundamental entities which compose the national
government. Each village has its own Huong Uoc
(Village Constitution) that prescribes the free elec-
tion process for the Administration and the Repre-
sentatives’ duties and responsibilities. Ly Truong, the
Chief elected by members of the village, is empow-
ered with the authority to oversee all activities in the
region. The Chief also acts as a liaison officer be-
tween the villagers and the central government. Ly
Truong voices the constituents’ opinions to gov-
ernment officials who, in turn, would respond appro-
priately to the people’s concerns.

It will be described later that, in A.D. 1284, Viet-
nam was attacked by a Mongolian force consisting
of 500,000 warriors, who had mastered their supe-
rior fighting skills in many victories over the Chinese
and Eastern Europeans.’ In response, Vietnam’s
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central government organized a national convention,
Hoi Nghi Dien Hong, to receive the people’s collec-
tive view on the question “Whether the country
should enter the challenge or give in to avoid the
war’s destructive consequences?”.

From across the land, elected representatives
came to the nation’s capital to declare their unified
position: Liberty or Death! Hoi Nghi Dien Hong
became Vietnam’s greatest symbol of traditional de-
mocracy and of the invincibility of people power.
Within six months following the national convention,
a half million Mongolian aggressors were swept
away.

“The King’s orders take second place to the
village's customs." ! This proverb echoes the central
government’s inherent respect for the people’s com-
mon concerns, Furthermore, it is a Vietnamese tra-
dition that talented individuals from the villages, re-
gardless of their background, are selected to repre-
sent the people and manage national affairs. Many
earlier emperors and important government officials
had once been ordinary citizens, whose special skills
helped the country progress and overcome formi-
dable impediments. Among the most prominent
leaders are Emperors Dinh Tien Hoang, Le Loi,
Quang Trung, etc.

In conclusion, democracy has existed in Vietnam
since ancient times and taken a distinctive form,
which reflects the local customs and values. The
Vietnamese traditional democracy has benefited the
people in the past and will undoubtedly provide
valuable lessons for the reconstruction of democratic
institutions and values in the, coming years.

Ancient Vietnam versus Foreign Aggression

Foreign aggression has always been a real threat
to the Vietnamese people. During the reign of King
Hung Vuong VI, Van Lang (ancient Vietnam) was
invaded by the more powerful An warriors. In re-
sponse, Van Lang’s soldiers were placed under the
command of legendary hero Phu Dong, who bril-
liantly led the country to a spectacular triumph. Phu
Dong cleverly advanced the use of iron-based weap-
ons for defence purposes while, at the same time,
reemphasizing the strategic value of other weapons
such as bamboo spears.

In 275 B.C., Van Lang was taken over by the
army of warlord Thuc Phan. The conquers, however,
could not completely suppress the Vietnamese last-
ing resistance. The alien aggressors’ inability to ex-
ert absolute control was reflected in Thuc Phan’s
consistent failures in his attempt to build the Co Loa

citadel in 255 B.C.#

Thuc Phan eventually surrendered Van Lang to
Chinese shogun Trieu Da, whose regime was sub-
sequently integrated into the Han empire in 111 B.C.
The Chinese feudal occupation of Van Lang began
and lasted approximately 10 centuries. During this
length period, endless crusades were mounted by
the dominated Vietnamese to liberate their country,

In A.D. 931, Ngo Quyen successfully led the
Vietnamese to regain their sovereignty and liberty
after a military triumph on the Bach Dang River.
Nevertheless, the Northern feudalists did not forgo
their “greater prison of kingdoms” ambition until
they faced a total defeat in the southern land in 1879.
Under the leadership of Emperor Quang Trung, the
Vietnamese people crushed nearly 300,000 aggres-
sive Manchurian soldiers within 5 days. This spec-
tacular victory ended forever the alien feudalists’
dream of a greater dominion including Vietnam.

National Achievements In Liberty

After removing the Chinese feudalist rule, the
Vietnamese people began to rebuild their country
in a way that reflected domestic realities. Remark-
able accomplishments were thoroughly recorded
during the Ly, Tran, Le and Tay Son Dynasties.

The Ly Dynasty
(A.D. 1010-1225)

Inrecognition of Vietnam’s unique regional char-
acteristics, the Crown divided the nation into 24 ter-
ritories; each had its own local administrative bod-
ies. The central government swiftly implemented tax
reforms to grant special incentives to the agriculture
sector during unfavourable farming seasons. The au-
thorities also proclaimed a new legal code that in-
cluded an out-of-court settlement procedure for less
serious offenses.
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In 1043, all forms of civil serfdom were prohib-
ited. The country’s routes were mapped out in great
detail, and the national postal service was estab-
lished. In 1076, Quoc Tu Giam (National Institute)
was built and, in 1086, the country’s first Academy
was founded. The government placed important em-
phases on education; it opened many schools across
the country and implemented a nationalized teach-
ing system. Through the centrally-directed annual
examinations, the brightest graduates, regardless of
their background, were selected to serve in regional
and central administrations.

National Defence

A well-trained army was maintained and orga-
nized into 4 divisions, each consisting of 100 com-
panies. Special columns of the Royal Mounted Sol-
diers and Archers were also formed to assist each
company of combatants. Military strategies were
meticulously developed and earned respect from
neighbouring states.

In 1073, the central government learned from in-
telligence sources that the Chinese Sung dynasty
was preparing to conquer Vietnam. General Ly
Thuong Kiet was commissioned to plan a surprise
attack on the alien aggressors. Approximately
100,000 Vietnamese soldiers moved deep into
southern China and successfully destroyed the
enemy’s vital military bases. This operation helped
to delay the Chinese campaign and provided suffi-
cient time for Vietnam to get ready for war.

Two years later, the Sung warriors marched into
Vietnam but subsequently faced a complete fiasco.
Before the end of the war, Ly Thuong Kiet wrote
one of the nation’s most famous poems:

In this land the king of Vietnam reigns
By God’s will which has long been
Any foreign aggressor shall meet
Storm of resistance and face defeat.
This great poem reaffirms the Vietnamese deter-
mination to be independent of alien influence.

The Tran Dynasty
(A.D. 1225-1400)

With the government’s assistance,Quoc Hoc Vien
(National Education Centre) was organized to pro-
mote teaching and intellectual exchanges. The 30-
volume Dai Viet Su Ky (History of Great Vietnam),
recording the people’s memorable accomplishments
since 206 B.C., was completed in A.D. 1227. In
1244, the country’s canal system was rebuilt to fa-

cilitate interregional transportation and communica-
tions; and in 1395, metal coins were replaced by pa-
per currency to encourage trading activities.

National Defence

In light of the Mongolian successful conquest of
China and parts of Eastern Europe, the, Vietnamese
people were deeply concerned about the future of
their sovereignty. As a consequence, the national
defence forces underwent intense training while
awaiting for the northern aggressors’ challenge.
Eventually, a Mongolian company under the com-
mand of General Wouleangotai marched into Viet-
nam in 1257, but it had to retreat not long after that.

In 1284, Vietnam was invaded again by 500,000
Mongolian combatants led by a son of Emperor
Khubilai Khan. In response, 200,000 Vietnamese
soldiers, under General Tran Hung Dao’s command,
were mobilized to hold key defence posts. Emperor
Tran Nhan Tong, who was concerned about the
war’s calamitous effects, organized a national con-
vention called Hoi Nghi Dien Hong to ask regional
leaders: “Whether the country should enter the chal-
lenge or give in to avoid the war’s destructive con-
sequences?”

Representatives from across the country all ex-
pressed a similar position: Liberty or Death! Hoi
Nghi Dien Hong was a great symbol of the Vietnam-
ese traditional democracy and of the eminent people
power. Within six months, from December 1284 to
June 1285, 500,000 Mongolian warriors were re-
moved from Vietnam.

To avenge this inconceivable loss, Khubilai Khan
set aside his plan to conquer Japan and refocused his
military ambition on Vietnam. The same prince, who
had been defeated earlier, was again put in charge
of 300,000 experienced soldiers to stage a massive
attack on the southern people in February 1287. A
year later, in the spring of 1288, the foreign invad-
ers were beaten back. The Vietnamese third mili-
tary triumph ended forever the Mongolian aggres-
sors’ desire to extend their domination over the
southern nation.

The Le Dynasty
(A.D. 1428-1788)

In the late 14th century, due to serious internal
conflicts within the Crown Administration. Vietnam
became vulnerable to foreign aggression. In 1407,
the Chinese Ming dynasty successfully took over
Vietnam. In their attempt to denationalize the domi-

Non Sang — Dee San Kudn At THoi 1995



nated people, the northern rulers ruthlessly changed
to all aspects of life in the occupied country. They
also destroyed countless Vietnamese books and na-
tional records to bury the glorious past of the domi-
nated masses.

Throughout this tragic period, the Vietnamese
never ceased to rise against the feudal Chinese tyr-
anny. The most notable initiatives included the ef-
forts of Gian Dinh De (1407-1409) and Tran Quy
Khoach (1403-1413). However, the resistance’s suc-
cess was never visible until 1418, when Le Loi be-
gan a national campaign to regain the country’s sov-
ereignty.

In the early years, the movement led by Le Loi
suffered many major setback. In 1419, the resistance
lost General Le Lai, who sacrificed his life to save
the movement’s leadership. Two yeas later, General
Le Thach was killed during a surprise attack by L.ao-
tian tribesmen, who were agents of the Ming occu-
pying force. With renowned strategist Nguyen Trai’s
advices, the campaign eventually attained its ulti-
mate goal in 1428.

The Le dynasty was established and lasted for
more than 350 years, during which time, the rebuild-
ing of Vietnam was proceeded with pride. The
country’s education system was completely over-
hauled as it was delegated with the task of training
the country’s future leaders. The new changes also
affected Buddhist disciples, who wanted to become
monk; candidates had to pass rigid examinations on
religious philosophy before they could serve as
monks. In 1442, Van Mieu (Literary Centre) was
constructed and then extended to link withNha Thai
Hoc (Imperial Institute), which housed the national
library and a residence for scholars and students.

The government sponsored various programs to
promote historical researches. The 15-volume Dai
Viet Su (History of Great Vietnam) was composed
with its First five volumes chronicling events occur-
ring from 2897 B.C. (the Era of Prosperity) to A.D.
967. The 26-volume, Dai Viet Thong Giam (Prece-
dents of Great Vietnam) was also completed by
scholar Vu Quynh in 1511. Strategist Nguyen Trai
wrote the highly praised Binh Ngo Dai Cao (Proc-
lamation of Liberty) to publicly reveal the adverse
impacts of the Ming occupation; the Proclamation
also described many challenges encountered by the
liberation movement during the early years.

One of the Le dynasty’s most important achieve-
ments was the formulation of a new comprehensive
legal code during the 15th century. The Hong Duc

Sincc you’ve gone

Jt'sa cloudy afternoon

The sky is gray, sad

The streetisempty, quiet

Jt's getting wet Gy the Fine Rain
Jtmakes me think more of you
And question myse(f

Did J really have you?

Have Jreally(ost you?

OR! Gloomy

Butitisal( my fault

Let myse(f out of control

Let myse(f Getray my heart
And my (onely pleasures
But J will never regret
davingyou in my memory.

Since you've gone

The moon(ight vanishes
Nightissifent

Music no(onger satisfies me

A veil of mist coversall my hope
Only darkness

Jt makes me rememéer more of you
And(ook at myse(f

Do J really miss you so?

Do J really need you?

OR! Lonesome

Jama prisoner of (ife

But J will never regretknowing you
Since you've gone

Jt's getting wet Gy the Fine Rain
Or 6y my own tears thru the night. O

* Trung Thu, Austin, Texas
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Code, also known as the Le Code, reflected the Viet-
namese distinct culture and social realities. It pre-
scribed many advanced legal concepts enshrined in
modern law such as adverse possession, easement,
incapacity of minors to enter contract, spousal immu-
nity, limitation periods, statutory rape, etc. Civil lib-
erties were guaranteed, and the state was obligated
to justify its arrests, to provide speedy trials, and to
produce witnesses for cross-examination by the ac-
cused,

With respect to economic policy, a national agrar-
ian plan was developed. Under this scheme, land
was divided proportionally among the masses to pro-
vide every family with a specific number of acres.
The land for all farmers' policy’s success was re-
flected clearly by the country’s significantly im-

Koving Lfou

you énow\ﬂzfn /oumg you 7

)

\S?incejyue énown oure a lrue /ouer
7
%0 one cou/Jée éeﬁer
j/wm f/ze gir/j ve ca//ec!/wr ange/
you re rea//y WOI’L(Z@I"%L/
Or, may Y say, total lad,
7 7 7
you a/wagé /004 /La/o/og
j/mf érm s f/LL'A wor/c/ano!me /eaéure
g P
WAO cou/Jeuer measure
our Veaf émJneM treasure o//t/e
_/44 /on Lﬂm ah//a/we
j WM/L to A/wwe my /L/e WLf/L you
j/%ou a[o f/u'né L%af, too
Wow, /ef us wa/é into ﬂtfure. o

x Jutran gooap

proved living conditions.

National attention was also focused on health care
and public transportation. Nha Te Sinh (medical clin-
ics) were constructed to house sick people and pro-
vide free medicine to the needy. Public servants
were entitled to pension at the age of 65. The
country’s routes and canals were re-mapped, and
public ferries were installed to increase mobility and
facilitate trade.

National Defence

The armed forces were reduced from 250,000 to
100,000 soldiers, of which only one-fifth performed
active duty, while others were deployed to cultivate
land on a rotational basis. Those soldiers on active
duty had to pass rigid tests periodically to ensure
their competence. Military strategies to protect the
country were carefully formulated. Westward and
southbound stabilization campaigns were success-
fully accomplished to enhance the national pride.
Emperor Le Thanh Tong once addressed the de-
fence forces:

“We must carefully guard our land and never
allow anyone to take
away a foot of our
mountains, an inch of
our rivers which have
been preserved for us
by the Founding Fa-
ther.”

The Tay Son Dynasty
(A.D. 1788-1802)

The Tay Son dynasty
managed to accomplish
many spectacular suc-
cesses over a very short period of time, Founding
Emperor Quang Trung, with his many military tri-
umphs, ended forever the Chinese feudalists’ am-
bition in Vietnamese building the foundation for a
modern country to meet the European challenges,
the government broke away from the traditional
education system that relied heavily on the Chinese
formula. Existing schools were reformed and many
more were opened across the nation. The impres-
sive Sung Chinh National Library was constructed
to house valuable works and assist scholars’ re-
searches,

Highly respected Buddhist monks were selected
to head newly-built huge shrines to further promote
the practices and studies of Buddhism. Christian mis-

Non Sang — Dee San Kudn At “Hi1995



sionaries were welcome under the official policy of
religious freedom, provided that the priests re-
strained themselves from intervening in Vietnam’s
political affairs.

National Defence

The 18th century was a turbulent period for the
Vietnamese people. Until the rise of Emperor Quang
Trung, the country’s political system was destabi-
lized by various regional warlords, who were always
fighting among themselves in an attempt to gain
more power. In 1788, the Manchurian Chinese capi-
talized on the native opportunists’ division and
swiftly attacked the Southern Land with 300,000
highly-trained troops.

Quang Trung, a brilliant military strategist,
quickly mobilized 100,000 soldiers to defend
Vietnam’s sovereignty. In December 1788, Quang
Trung told his generals that the alien aggressors
would be defeated within ten days. Nevertheless, it
took less than a week for Vietnamese soldiers to
crush the occupying force. The liberation campaign
began on December 30, 1788 and by January 5,
1789, all 300,000 Manchurian combatants were
ousted from the country.

Earlier in 1784, Thailand sent 200,000 men and
300 war ships to invade southern Vietnam and as-
sist Prince Nguyen Anh, who was seeking his own
political power. The Vietnamese defence forces
under Quang Trung’s leadership quickly contained
the aggressors and removed them from the south-
ern territory. Latter on, the same Vietnamese sol-
diers also destroyed two French war ships while they
were assaulting the country’s coast in an attempt to
support Nguyen Anh, who promised Paris excellent
returns if he seized power.

One of Emperor Quang Trung’s greatest goals
was to reclaim two of Vietnam’s northern provinces
from China. Historically, the territories belonged to
Vietnam but were taken over by the Chinese
feudalists. While executing diplomatic tactics to re-
alize his dream, the Emperor, suddenly passed away
in 1792, at the age of forty.

Although Quang Trung passed away more than
two centuries ago, his legacy lives on in the mind of
the Vietnamese. Many people are convinced that if
Quang Trung had remained in power for several
more years to expand the Tay Son dynasty’s politi-
cal foundation, Vietnam would definitely be a ma-
jor economic powerhouse in the Pacific region to-
day.

Perspective

History records the works of mother nature and
humankind and, thus, contains immense information
about past events and precious lessons for the
present and future generations. History also provides
indispensable illustrations for diligent leaders, who
strive to analyze contemporary realities in their
never-ending search for better economic and politi-
calideas.

Therefore, to understand the Vietnamese people
and to appreciate their current endeavour, it is im-
perative for one to have an unequivocal grasp and
comprehension of their history—not just modern
facts but also those events related to ancient times.
Vietnam’s remarkable and glorious past bequeaths
the Vietnamese with invaluable expertise to man-
age their current difficulties and, perhaps more im-
portant, implants in them a proud sense of Patriotism.
This collective nationalistic aspiration has provided
an eminent impetus to the Vietnamese lasting resis-
tance against alien aggression.

Vietnam is not a major power with endless re-
sources but, nevertheless, the Vietnamese have
been able to utilize their limited wealth creatively to
defend their identity as a distinct people. Their
unique characteristics and nationalistic aspiration
form a solid political base, which has faithfully sup-
ported their struggle for survival and ultimate inde-
pendence in the shadow of other mighty empires.

The early Era of Prosperity of kingdom Van Lang
has established strong cultural and social foundations
for the Vietnamese. The cohesive values of ancient
teachings have provided the people with an effec-
tive shield against all assimilation attempts and ruth-
less policies of the Chinese feudalists and other for-
eign dominators. The future of Vietnam had been
and will always be in the hands of the people; the
Vietnamese will mobilize their people power once
again to demonstrate their talents in dealing with the
present challenges. O

Endnotes:

1. See Nguyen Khac Ngu, Nguon Goc Dan Toc Viet Nam (The,
Origin of the Vietnamese People), Geography and History Research
Group, Montreal 1985

2. The Muong, representing ancient Vietnamese most thoroughly,
still use these term to call children of the tribe’s lord.

3. Macro Polo (1254-1324), who began to work for Mongolian Em-
peror Khubilai Khan in 1275, had mentioned in his book the frus-
tration of Khan over the tragic losses of his combatants in Vietnam
(Polo misspelled the country’s former ancient name An Nam
[Peaceful South] as An Ninh).

4. The trace of Co Loa citadel remains in Co Loa village in Phuc
An.
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GI6I TRE

VIET NAM HAI NGOAI

VA VAN DE

PHUC VU QUE HUONG

hé& do cong sdn Viét Nam
dang ti€n t6i thdi ky cdo

chung va Viét Nam sdp
budc qua mot giai doan lich st
méi. Pay khong phaila mot mong
udc ma 12 mot sy dién bién clia
lich st dang dién ra truc mit.
Nhiéu cau héi di dugc ditra: Viét
Nam sau ch& do Cong S4n sé& nhu
th€ nao? Chiing ta c6 thé lam gi
dé€ gép phan vao viéc ki€n tao
mot nudc Viét Nam mdéi hoa binh
va thinh vugng?

Viét Nam da trdi qua 30 nim
chi€n tranh va gin 20 nim dudi
4dch thong tri cia Cong Sdn. P&
loai trir cdc kha ning d6i khdng,
trong gin 50 nim qua, Viét Cong
chu truong ti€u diét toan bo nhirng

ngudi c6 khd ning lanh dao quoc
gia v dao tao nhitng thanh phan
chi bi€t tuan phuc d€ dua vio thay
thé&. Do d6, hang chuc ngan chi si
va tri thitc Viét Nam da bi giét, bi
thd tiéu hay bi hao mon ca thé xdc
1in tinh than vi bi giam giff hay
quan thic qua 1au. Mot s6 con lai
da bd chay ra ngoai qudc, nhung
da s6 di qud 16n tudi va rat nhiéu
thanh phan khong theo kip nhitng
bi€n chuyén mdi clia thdi dai. Moi
ngudi dang trong chd vao gidi tré.
Nhung liéu giGi tré Viét Nam cé
ddp tng dudc cdc nhu ciu clia qué
huong hay khéng?

0] trong nu6c, nha cam quyén
Cong San chi mudn dao tao mot
s6 chuyén vién va tri thitc d€ phuc

@%%y
oMzt
il

Banmai ling doi nghiéng bong néing

Khong gian ngdp tecn trong thu viing

Nging nhin nhitng chigt 0d ving oi.

L ot mély mia 0 08 loi.
Phugng FHong mot thud do lua la
Dudng nhut vang vong tichg ai ca.
Maa sau déu 6 con gip lai
Déi mdt ngudi wia 6i thidt tha.
Thu nay dé ba mia bién bigt!
Bibt ngudi vuta i ¢6 nhg minh?
Daong doi vén hodi tedi méi miét
BA lqi tim ta mot béng hinh.

x Nguyén Phwong Link

vu ch& dd, do d6 chinh sich gido
duc cda nha cAm quyén coi Hong
trong hon Chuyén, cé nghia la
long trung thanh véi ch€ do 1a
diéu kién tién quyét, ki€n thitc
tdng qudt va khd ning chuyén
mon khong quan trong. VGi chi
trudng nay, trong hon mdt thap
nién, Cong Sdn da c6 ging loaira
khdinén gido duc quoc gia nhitng
thanh phin bi nghi ngd s& khong
trung thanh véi ch€ do nhu con
clia cdc vién chifc va si quan ché
dd cii, con clia cdc thanh phan bi
coi la phdn ddng, con cua cédc gia
dinh theo dao Co6ng Gido, Cao
bai hay Phit Gido Hoa Hdo,
v.v.... Chinh sdch nay da loai ra
khéi nén gido duc rat nhiéu nhian
tai, phan ti vu td cla qudc gia.
Trinh d6 gido duc & trong nuGc lai
qud thdp kém. Mot ky su dugc
dao tao trong nudc chi ¢c6 kha
ning bing mot cdn sy dudc dao
tao tai cic nudc Tay Phuong.
GiGi tré Viét nam khi dugc di
ra hdi ngoai, mot s6 da phdi bd
hoc vi trinh d6 sinh ngit qud thap
kém khong theo kip dugc céc
chuong trinh gidng day hay gia
dinh gdp cédnh kh6 khdan khéng
thé theo hoc dugc. Pa s6 di cé
diéu kién d€ hoan tit chuong trinh
daihoc. Trong s6 nay c6 nhiéu em
da td ra rd't xud't sic, vugt hin
ngay cd con em cia nhitng gia
dinh ngudi dia phuong. Hién nay,
giGi tré Viét Nam coi nhu da thanh
cong trong nhiéu lanh vuc tai Hoa
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Ky, tit cic nganh chuyén mén nhu
kinh t&, chinh tri, quén tri, khoa
hoc k¥ thuat d&€n cdc nganh kinh
doanh, thudng mai. Tuy nhién,
viéc huy ddng gidi tré vao viéc
xdy dung lai qué huong khong
phéi dé dang.

Trudc hét, véi khad ning dang
c6, gidi tré c6 thé ki€m dugc kha
nhiéu 1gi titc d€ c6 mot cude sdng
khé gid tai Hoa Ky va cdc nudc
Téay Phuong véi nhitng tién nghi
day di. Viét Nam con qud ngheo,
khong thé cung ng cho gidi tré
mdt cudc song tuong doi diy dd
khi ho trd vé Viét Nam. Trong tinh
trang nhu vy, chi cé nhitng ngudi
c6 tinh thin yéu nudc cao va
khong cé nhitng vudng mic &
ngoai qudc, mdi chiu trd vé phuc
vu dat nuéc duoc.

Tha hai, sy thich &ng nhitng
ki€n thitc da thu nhdn ducc &
ngoai qudc vdi nhu ciu cla dat
nudc khong phdi 1a chuyén dé
dang. Trudc hét, tinh trang cia
Viét Nam, mdt nudc lac hiu, di
nhién phdi khdc véi tinh trang tién
ti€n clia cdc nuSc TAy Phuong. Do
do, nhitng gi 4p dung thanh cong
tai cdc nudc Tdy Phuong chua
chic da 4p dung dudc tai Viét
Nam. Nhitng dinh ch& dugc coi la
hoan chinh tai cdc nudc Tay
Phuong nhu t& chiic chinh tri, hanh
chdnh, tu phdp, xa hdi, ngin
hang... n€u dua vao Viét Nam c6
thé gdy nén nhitng rdi loan lién
tuc. Thich ng véi nhitng ki€n
thic thu dudc tai cdc nudce tién ti€n
vao cdc nudc cham ti€n 1 van dé
da dudc tranh luin tir 1au.

Trudc 30-4-1975, Viét Nam
Cong Hoa da gilri kh4 nhiéu cong
chitc, quan nhan va sinh vién di
khidp th€ gidi du hoc d€ tr§ vé
phuc vu dat nude. Nhitng mén ma
cdc thanh phan nay phdi theo hoc
déu dugc chinh phd chi dinh tuy
theo nhu cdu clia qudc gia. Cdc
vién chiic cao cip dugc gti di dé
hoc vé viéc 4n dinh va diéu hanh

chinh sdch qudc gia, nén khi tré
vé& c6 thé gitp cai trj va phat trién
dat nuéc dugce. Trdi lai, gidi tré
hién nay vi sinh séng & ngoai qudc
nén thudng chi hoc @€ phuc vu
cdc nhu ciu & ngoai qudc, vi thé
nhitng ki€n thic thu nhian dugc
chua chic da thich tng dugc véi
nhu cdu cia di't nudc. it ngudi
chap nhan theo hoc cic modn vé 4n
dinh va thi hanh chinh sich quéc
gia nén da s6 chi c6 thé trd vé lam
chuyén vién trong mot ché€ d6 ma
chinh sdach da dugc hoach dinh
sdn, ¢6 khi tit bén ngoai, nén Viét
Nam van thi€u nhitng thinh phan
lanh dao cao cAp.

Ngoai ra, gidi tré khi tr§ vé
phuc vu qué huong con gdp mdt
tré ngai nita 1a kha ning ndi va
vi€t ti€ng Viét mdt cdch

hi€u sdu rong cdc mon nay dé€ c6
thé gidp dat nuée khdi bi khiing
hodng vé 1anh dao sau khi ch& do
Cong Sin sup do.

T6ém lai, mudn gidi tré sau ndy
c6 thé phuc vu qué huong din toc
mot cdch hitu hiéu, cdc td chic
clia cong ddng ngudi Viét hdi
ngoai cling nhu gidi tré phdi cé
nhitng chuan bi cin thi€t. Chiing
t6i tin riing néu dudc chuin bi, gidi
tré Viét Nam hdi ngoai s€ gép
phan rat 16n trong viéc xiy dung
lai dit nudc than yéu clia chiing
ta.

Chén thanh cdm on quy vi va
cdc ban tré da chd y theo doi tim
tinh chia sé cia chiing t6i. Xin
than 4i chao tam biét. O
Lé Tinh Théng, 19-7-1994.

lvu lodt. Pa s6 cdc thanh
nién sdng tai hdi ngoai chi
c6 khé ning x& dung tleng
Viét trong cudc song
thudng ngay. Ho gip nhiéu
kho khan khi phéi trinh bay
nhitng van dé c6 tinh cdch
chuyén mon.

Vay mudn gidp gidi tré
Viét Nam sau nay cé thé
trd Ve phuc vu qué huong,
céc td chic clia cong dong
ngudi Viét hai ngoai phai
nghién ctu va dua ra mot
k& hoach thich tng d€ gitip
gidi tré c6 tinh than yéu
nuéc mudn sau ndy vé xay
dung qué hu’dng Ngay tur
bay gld phai glup gldl tré
tim hi€u nhu cdu cda dit
nudc va nhitng khd ning
ma gidi tré c6 thé déng gop
trong tuong lai. Ti€ng Viét
12 mot nhu cau ma gidi tré
Viét Nam & hédingoai phai
trau gidi lién tuc. Nhitng
thanh phan cé kién thitc
cao trong ciac nganh lién
quan dé€ viéc lanh dao va
4n dinh chinh sdch qudc gia
can dugc khuyén khich tim

Kutn 8, vt & em bidl bhong?
Mai ving he né. eie Thé beng
a)va‘mg Tien hén hé don wdn ve
Kuan & ditg \3i en bidt Bhong
Than Gaiv chi ki ng Tang béng
Qué I@MJMMM
K Imm«ﬂw rndx’Cthw
(N U@HMUHAMWM%S Jwy
@mgnﬂm%wm@ﬂ%g(mﬂ

1 Nguyén Qudc Pat
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Khoc
Tham

Maa xudn dén muén hoa nhu dua nd %‘\

Ngdt mot nu hdng dé teng riéng ai

Tinh yéu do tinh yéu sao thom ngat

Lai tuyét voi ngot ngao that dang yéu.

Mia hé dén nang hanh vang réo rat
Dao bén nguci bén bo bién hém nao
Nhin anh trang ta tham thi nguyén uéc

Tinh yéu nao s& khéng hé nhat pha.

Maa thu dén la roi day san b
Nhdt la vang long nhé dén ai

La lia canh la co budn c6 nhé
161 xa nguct hén chét lim ngudi oil

Mia déng dén nhin mua roi nhe

Mua vé tinh dia véi gié choi voi

Mua c6 biét mot ngudt am tham khoc
Cho cuée tinh cho mét ngudi dd xa. U

% DTN

T6i Van Nhé

T 6t véin nhés 0in qdp anh bé ngd

Léng béng khudng hay nght chuyén vu vo
Béng hinh ai in khde trong tim ndy

TJ6i nhu théiy minh c6 gt d6i bhdc.

TJ6i vén nha tinh yéu dén bét chgt
Vit b nig¢m anh dé danh cho téi
Tbi mo ude tnh ta sé bét diet

QUi ank n6i 0ong khéong hé déi thay.

TJ6i vén nhé anh di khéng 05 hen
Dd quén toi v6i nhitng k] nigm via
Lot anh néi vi tinh anh gian d6i

Tnd lai anh ma long thit vét va.

TJ6i vén nhé dén nguoi anh yéu déu
Khée thét nhidu cho tinh da bay va
Goi tén anh trong nhitng dém gid buct
M6 biet minh van mgt long you anh. O

*«D.J.N.
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Chuong trinh phcit thanh
Tiéng N Tu0| Tré

Mot s6” anh chi em trong Ban Phdt Thanh va Ban Qudn Tri ddi Little Satgon

= W6t trong nhitng sinh hoat
l méi la va dic biét
nhat cua Tong Hoi trong

ndm qua la chuong trinh phat thanh
trén lan séng cta dai Little Saigon
Radio. Chuong trinh Ti€ng Néi
Tudi Tré do Téng Hoi Sinh Vién
Viét Nam mién Nam California
thuc hi€n, dudc phat thanh vao lic
7:30 d@&n 8:00 chiéu thit Sdu hang
tuan trén biang tan FM 96.7, gdm
nhitng ti€t muc nhu sau:

— Tin tic va thdng béo.

— Phéng van, thio luin.

— Tam tinh ban tré.

— Lich st va van héa Viét Nam.
—DBoc truyén.

— Thé& hé cha anh tAm sy cling gidi
tré.

— Vinnghé.

Qua nhitng ti€t muc nay, chuong
trinh Ti€ng N6i Tudi Tré dudc thuc
hi€n v6i nhitng muc dich:

1. Truyén dat nhitng tin tifc lién
quan dén sinh hoat lanh manh tai
cdc trudng dai hoc va cdc doan thé

tré.

2. G6p phan phd bién vin héa va
lich st Viét Nam.

3.Neéulén nhitng vin d& ma gidi tré
ching ta hién dang gip phéi, va
cach gidi quyet

4. Tao nhip cau thong cadm giita 2
th& hé cha anh va thanh thi€u nién.
5.Hudng din cdc ban tré vé nhitng
van dé lién quan d&€n hoc dudng va
tudng lai nhu: chon trudng, chon
nganh, nghé, bi quyét hoc 1dy diém
cao, xin Financial Aid, va cdch xin
viéclam.

6. Huéng vé tuong lai qua phan TAm
Tinh Ban Tré va cdc budi hoi thio
vé nhitng phuong cach: 1am th& nao
dé tudi tré Viét Nam thanh cong
trong x4 hoi Hoa Ky nhung van giit
dudc ngudn gdc cda chinh minh,
tudi tré ching ta nén lam nhitng gi
dé tao twong lai tuoi sdng cho quéc
gia, din toc va cho chinh minh.

7. Gidi thiéu nhitng tai ning tré,
nhitng sidng tdc mdi qua phan vin

nghé.

Chuong trinh radio la phuong
tién truyén thong hitu hiéu va nhanh
chéng nhat, d€ phd bi€n nhitng tin
tirc sinh hoat lamh manh cta gidi tré
dé&n véi cong déng va cdc ban tré
hién dang cu'ngu trong viing Orange
County va Los Angeles.

Trong thdi gian qua, tf lic mGi
bdt dau thyc hién, chuong trinh hang
tuan dai 15 phiit, sau 3 thdng,
chuong trinh ting 1€n thanh 20 phiit,
va sau d6 13 30 phit mdi tuan cho
dé&n nay. Vi muc dich phuc vu cho
gidi tré va cong ddng, mdt s6 anh
chi em sinh vién, cyu sinh vién da
¢d gang danh thi git qui bau dé thuc
hién chuong trinh Ti€ng N6i Tudi
Tré. Cac anh chi em trong ban phat
thanh da tr§ thanh nhirng xudng
ngon vién, bi€n tdp vién va phong
vién...“khong chuyén nghiép” lic
ban dau, tuy nhién, véi thién chi va
tinh thAn hoc hdi, chuong trinh ngay
cang phong phu va xtic tich hon.

DPugc biét, chuong trinh Tiéng
N6i Tubi Tré dudc bdo trg bdi dai
Little Saigon Radio. Mic du thdi
gian it qui gid va eo hep, nhu'ng v6i
tinh than phuc vu cong ddng va nhi
y nang d8, diu ddt giGi tré, ban
Quan Tri dai Little Saigon Radio da
vui 10ng bao trg 30 phiit mdi tudn
cho chuong trinh ctia anh chi em
sinh vién. Ban Quan Tri cling da
gitp d& rat nhiéu vé phuong tién k§
thuat trong phan thau thanh. Ban
phét thanh va T8ng Hoi Sinh Vién
xin chin thanh cdm ta nha y va su
tan tinh gitp d3 cha dai Little Saigon
Radio.

P& gitip cho chuong trinh ngay
mdt phong phd hon, cdc ban tré
mudn tham gia sinh hoat véi ban
phét thanh hoic déng gép ¥ kién,
xin lién lac vé:

The Union of VSA of So. Calif.
Ban Phdt Thanh
12771 Western Ave., Suite H
Garden Grove, Ca 92641
bién thoai: (714) 893-3139
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