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G reat ambition and
dedication are
needed to study

the origin of the Viet-
namese civilization or to
analyze the social, eco-
nomic and political lives
of ancient Vietnam. The
following pages present only a short review of the
times, when past events emerged and were recorded
by historians. It is hoped that this review will pro-
vide an essential foundation for any evaluation of the
current situation in this Southeast Asian country.

Archaeological evidence indicates that the found-
ing ancestors of Vietnam likely had settled in this
peninsula sometime between 10,000 and 50,000
years ago.1 However, the country�s records contain
only writings on certain events and legends that oc-
curred since 2889 B.C., when kingdom Van Lang
was established with clear political centres. King
Hung Vuong I, with the assistance of Father Lac
Long Quan, taught the people agricultural methods,
established a strong centralized government, and
preached social and moral values.

The Era of Hung Vuong (King of Prosperity) be-
gan and lasted for 3,000 years, during which time the
country was segmented into 15 regions: Viet thuong,
Giao chi, Chu dien, Vu ninh, Phuc loc, Ninh hai,
Duong tuyen, Luc hai, Hoai hoan, Cuu chan, Nhat
nam, Chan dinh, Van lang, Que lan, and Tuong quan.
Each region was headed by a Lac Tuong who ad-
ministered local matters and owed an allegiance to
the central Administration. All princes were called
Quan Lang, and princesses, My Nuong. These titles
still exist and are in use today by the Vietnamese
people.2

The Hung dynasty maintained diplomatic rela-
tions with neighbouring states to preserve peace and
facilitate cultural exchanges. Legends reveal that be-
tween 2357 B.C. and 2258 B.C., Van Lang�s High
Commissioner Viet Thuong visited ancient China
twice. During these rendezvous, he presented the

northern king with an
old tortoise, whose shell
was marked with �mat-
ters of the past and the
future�.

Both the Vietnamese
language and mythical
traditions have encoun-

tered countless foreign brutal attacks. Nevertheless,
the lengthy alien domination could not eradicate the
3000-year Van Lang culture�an ancient culture
which outlasted alien aggressors� influence and kept
the Vietnamese together as a distinct people.

During centuries under alien rule, the Vietnam-
ese unique national identity was challenged, tested
and refined. Vietnam did not suddenly emerged as
a nation as a result of some outsiders� ineffective
control. Rather, Vietnam�s independence reflects
the perpetual efforts of Vietnamese as an eminent
people, who were determined to displace foreign
domination at all costs.

The Vietnamese Traditional Democracy
Traditional democracy in Vietnam is implanted in

the daily functions of the country�s villages�the
fundamental entities which compose the national
government. Each village has its own Huong Uoc
(Village Constitution) that prescribes the free elec-
tion process for the Administration and the Repre-
sentatives� duties and responsibilities. Ly Truong, the
Chief elected by members of the village, is empow-
ered with the authority to oversee all activities in the
region. The Chief also acts as a liaison officer be-
tween the villagers and the central government. Ly
Truong voices the constituents� opinions to gov-
ernment officials who, in turn, would respond appro-
priately to the people�s concerns.

It will be described later that, in A.D. 1284, Viet-
nam was attacked by a Mongolian force consisting
of 500,000 warriors, who had mastered their supe-
rior fighting skills in many victories over the Chinese
and Eastern Europeans.3 In response, Vietnam�s

LEGACY OF LIBERTY
Legacy of Liberty is a section in an extensive study of Vietnam�s his-
torical and current developments entitled Vietnam Triumph by Loi
Thanh Duong, an attorney in Canada. All rights reserved. Reprinted
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�We must carefully guard our land and
never permit anyone to take away a foot
of our mountains, an inch of our rivers
which have been preserved for us by the
Founding Father.�

Emperor Leâ Thaùnh Toâng (A.D. 1460-1497)
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central government organized a national convention,
Hoi Nghi Dien Hong, to receive the people�s collec-
tive view on the question �Whether the country
should enter the challenge or give in to avoid the
war�s destructive consequences?�.

From across the land, elected representatives
came to the nation�s capital to declare their unified
position:  Liberty or Death! Hoi Nghi Dien Hong
became Vietnam�s greatest symbol of traditional de-
mocracy and of the invincibility of people power.
Within six months following the national convention,
a half million Mongolian aggressors were swept
away.

�The King�s orders take second place to the
village's customs." 1 This proverb echoes the central
government�s inherent respect for the people�s com-
mon concerns, Furthermore, it is a Vietnamese tra-
dition that talented individuals from the villages, re-
gardless of their background, are selected to repre-
sent the people and manage national affairs. Many
earlier emperors and important government officials
had once been ordinary citizens, whose special skills
helped the country progress and overcome formi-
dable impediments. Among the most prominent
leaders are Emperors Dinh Tien Hoang, Le Loi,
Quang Trung, etc.

In conclusion, democracy has existed in Vietnam
since ancient times and taken a distinctive form,
which reflects the local customs and values. The
Vietnamese traditional democracy has benefited the
people in the past and will undoubtedly provide
valuable lessons for the reconstruction of democratic
institutions and values in the, coming years.

Ancient Vietnam versus Foreign Aggression
Foreign aggression has always been a real threat

to the Vietnamese people. During the reign of King
Hung Vuong VI, Van Lang (ancient Vietnam) was
invaded by the more powerful An warriors. In re-
sponse, Van Lang�s soldiers were placed under the
command of legendary hero Phu Dong, who bril-
liantly led the country to a spectacular triumph. Phu
Dong cleverly advanced the use of iron-based weap-
ons for defence purposes while, at the same time,
reemphasizing the strategic value of other weapons
such as bamboo spears.

In 275 B.C., Van Lang was taken over by the
army of warlord Thuc Phan. The conquers, however,
could not completely suppress the Vietnamese last-
ing resistance. The alien aggressors� inability to ex-
ert absolute control was reflected in Thuc Phan�s
consistent failures in his attempt to build the Co Loa

citadel in 255 B.C.4
Thuc Phan eventually surrendered Van Lang to

Chinese shogun Trieu Da, whose regime was sub-
sequently integrated into the Han empire in 111 B.C.
The Chinese feudal occupation of Van Lang began
and lasted approximately 10 centuries. During this
length period, endless crusades were mounted by
the dominated Vietnamese to liberate their country,

In A.D. 931, Ngo Quyen successfully led the
Vietnamese to regain their sovereignty and liberty
after a military triumph on the Bach Dang River.
Nevertheless, the Northern feudalists did not forgo
their �greater prison of kingdoms� ambition until
they faced a total defeat in the southern land in 1879.
Under the leadership of Emperor Quang Trung, the
Vietnamese people crushed nearly 300,000 aggres-
sive Manchurian soldiers within 5 days. This spec-
tacular victory ended forever the alien feudalists�
dream of a greater dominion including Vietnam.

National Achievements In Liberty
After removing the Chinese feudalist rule, the

Vietnamese people began to rebuild their country
in a way that reflected domestic realities. Remark-
able accomplishments were thoroughly recorded
during the Ly, Tran, Le and Tay Son Dynasties.

The Ly Dynasty
(A.D. 1010-1225)

In recognition of Vietnam�s unique regional char-
acteristics, the Crown divided the nation into 24 ter-
ritories; each had its own local administrative bod-
ies. The central government swiftly implemented tax
reforms to grant special incentives to the agriculture
sector during unfavourable farming seasons. The au-
thorities also proclaimed a new legal code that in-
cluded an out-of-court settlement procedure for less
serious offenses.
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In 1043, all forms of civil serfdom were prohib-
ited. The country�s routes were mapped out in great
detail, and the national postal service was estab-
lished. In 1076, Quoc Tu Giam (National Institute)
was built and, in 1086, the country�s first Academy
was founded. The government placed important em-
phases on education; it opened many schools across
the country and implemented a nationalized teach-
ing system. Through the centrally-directed annual
examinations, the brightest graduates, regardless of
their background, were selected to serve in regional
and central administrations.

National Defence
A well-trained army was maintained and orga-

nized into 4 divisions, each consisting of 100 com-
panies. Special columns of the Royal Mounted Sol-
diers and Archers were also formed to assist each
company of combatants. Military strategies were
meticulously developed and earned respect from
neighbouring states.

In 1073, the central government learned from in-
telligence sources that the Chinese Sung dynasty
was preparing to conquer Vietnam. General Ly
Thuong Kiet was commissioned to plan a surprise
attack on the alien aggressors. Approximately
100,000 Vietnamese soldiers moved deep into
southern China and successfully destroyed the
enemy�s vital military bases. This operation helped
to delay the Chinese campaign and provided suffi-
cient time for Vietnam to get ready for war.

Two years later, the Sung warriors marched into
Vietnam but subsequently faced a complete fiasco.
Before the end of the war, Ly Thuong Kiet wrote
one of the nation�s most famous poems:

In this land the king of Vietnam reigns
By God�s will which has long been
Any foreign aggressor shall meet
Storm of resistance and face defeat.

This great poem reaffirms the Vietnamese deter-
mination to be independent of alien influence.

The Tran Dynasty
(A.D. 1225-1400)

With the government�s assistance, Quoc Hoc Vien
(National Education Centre) was organized to pro-
mote teaching and intellectual exchanges. The 30-
volume Dai Viet Su Ky (History of Great Vietnam),
recording the people�s memorable accomplishments
since 206 B.C., was completed in A.D. 1227. In
1244, the country�s canal system was rebuilt to fa-

cilitate interregional transportation and communica-
tions; and in 1395, metal coins were replaced by pa-
per currency to encourage trading activities.

National Defence
In light of the Mongolian successful conquest of

China and parts of Eastern Europe, the, Vietnamese
people were deeply concerned about the future of
their sovereignty. As a consequence, the national
defence forces underwent intense training while
awaiting for the northern aggressors� challenge.
Eventually, a Mongolian company under the com-
mand of General Wouleangotai marched into Viet-
nam in 1257, but it had to retreat not long after that.

In 1284, Vietnam was invaded again by 500,000
Mongolian combatants led by a son of Emperor
Khubilai Khan. In response, 200,000 Vietnamese
soldiers, under General Tran Hung Dao�s command,
were mobilized to hold key defence posts. Emperor
Tran Nhan Tong, who was concerned about the
war�s calamitous effects, organized a national con-
vention called Hoi Nghi Dien Hong to ask regional
leaders: �Whether the country should enter the chal-
lenge or give in to avoid the war�s destructive con-
sequences?�

Representatives from across the country all ex-
pressed a similar position: Liberty or Death! Hoi
Nghi Dien Hong was a great symbol of the Vietnam-
ese traditional democracy and of the eminent people
power. Within six months, from December 1284 to
June 1285, 500,000 Mongolian warriors were re-
moved from Vietnam.

To avenge this inconceivable loss, Khubilai Khan
set aside his plan to conquer Japan and refocused his
military ambition on Vietnam. The same prince, who
had been defeated earlier, was again put in charge
of 300,000 experienced soldiers to stage a massive
attack on the southern people in February 1287. A
year later, in the spring of 1288, the foreign invad-
ers were beaten back. The Vietnamese third mili-
tary triumph ended forever the Mongolian aggres-
sors� desire to extend their domination over the
southern nation.

The Le Dynasty
(A.D. 1428-1788)

In the late 14th century, due to serious internal
conflicts within the Crown Administration. Vietnam
became vulnerable to foreign aggression. In 1407,
the Chinese Ming dynasty successfully took over
Vietnam. In their attempt to denationalize the domi-
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nated people, the northern rulers ruthlessly changed
to all aspects of life in the occupied country. They
also destroyed countless Vietnamese books and na-
tional records to bury the glorious past of the domi-
nated masses.

Throughout this tragic period, the Vietnamese
never ceased to rise against the feudal Chinese tyr-
anny. The most notable initiatives included the ef-
forts of Gian Dinh De (1407-1409) and Tran Quy
Khoach (1403-1413). However, the resistance�s suc-
cess was never visible until 1418, when Le Loi be-
gan a national campaign to regain the country�s sov-
ereignty.

In the early years, the movement led by Le Loi
suffered many major setback. In 1419, the resistance
lost General Le Lai, who sacrificed his life to save
the movement�s leadership. Two yeas later, General
Le Thach was killed during a surprise attack by Lao-
tian tribesmen, who were agents of the Ming occu-
pying force. With renowned strategist Nguyen Trai�s
advices, the campaign eventually attained its ulti-
mate goal in 1428.

The Le dynasty was established and lasted for
more than 350 years, during which time, the rebuild-
ing of Vietnam was proceeded with pride. The
country�s education system was completely over-
hauled as it was delegated with the task of training
the country�s future leaders. The new changes also
affected Buddhist disciples, who wanted to become
monk; candidates had to pass rigid examinations on
religious philosophy before they could serve as
monks. In 1442, Van Mieu (Literary Centre) was
constructed and then extended to link with Nha Thai
Hoc (Imperial Institute), which housed the national
library and a residence for scholars and students.

The government sponsored various programs to
promote historical researches. The 15-volume Dai
Viet Su (History of Great Vietnam) was composed
with its First five volumes chronicling events occur-
ring from 2897 B.C. (the Era of Prosperity) to A.D.
967. The 26-volume, Dai Viet Thong Giam (Prece-
dents of Great Vietnam) was also completed by
scholar Vu Quynh in 1511. Strategist Nguyen Trai
wrote the highly praised Binh Ngo Dai Cao (Proc-
lamation of Liberty) to publicly reveal the adverse
impacts of the Ming occupation; the Proclamation
also described many challenges encountered by the
liberation movement during the early years.

One of the Le dynasty�s most important achieve-
ments was the formulation of a new comprehensive
legal code during the 15th century. The Hong Duc

Since you�ve gone
It�s a cloudy afternoon
The sky is gray, sad
The street is empty, quiet
It�s getting wet by the Fine Rain
It makes me think more of you
And question myself
Did I really have you?
Have I really lost you?
Oh! Gloomy
But it is all my fault
Let myself out of control
Let myself betray my heart
And my lonely pleasures
But I will never regret
Having you in my memory.

° °

Since you�ve gone
The moonlight vanishes
Night is silent
Music no longer satisfies me
A veil of mist covers all my hope
Only darkness
It makes me remember more of you
And look at myself
Do I really miss you so?
Do I really need you?
Oh! Lonesome
I am a prisoner of life
But I will never regret knowing you
Since you�ve gone
It�s getting wet by the Fine Rain
Or by my own tears thru the night. º

� Trung Thu, Austin, Texas

Fine Rain
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Code, also known as the Le Code, reflected the Viet-
namese distinct culture and social realities. It pre-
scribed many advanced legal concepts enshrined in
modern law such as adverse possession, easement,
incapacity of minors to enter contract, spousal immu-
nity, limitation periods, statutory rape, etc. Civil lib-
erties were guaranteed, and the state was obligated
to justify its arrests, to provide speedy trials, and to
produce witnesses for cross-examination by the ac-
cused,

With respect to economic policy, a national agrar-
ian plan was developed. Under this scheme, land
was divided proportionally among the masses to pro-
vide every family with a specific number of acres.
The land for all farmers' policy�s success was re-
flected clearly by the country�s significantly im-

proved living conditions.
National attention was also focused on health care

and public transportation. Nha Te Sinh (medical clin-
ics) were constructed to house sick people and pro-
vide free medicine to the needy. Public servants
were entitled to pension at the age of 65. The
country�s routes and canals were re-mapped, and
public ferries were installed to increase mobility and
facilitate trade.

National Defence
The armed forces were reduced from 250,000 to

100,000 soldiers, of which only one-fifth performed
active duty, while others were deployed to cultivate
land on a rotational basis. Those soldiers on active
duty had to pass rigid tests periodically to ensure
their competence. Military strategies to protect the
country were carefully formulated. Westward and
southbound stabilization campaigns were success-
fully accomplished to enhance the national pride.
Emperor Le Thanh Tong once addressed the de-
fence forces:

�We must carefully guard our land and never
allow anyone to take
away a foot of our
mountains, an inch of
our rivers which have
been preserved for us
by the Founding Fa-
ther.�

The Tay Son Dynasty
(A.D. 1788-1802)

The Tay Son dynasty
managed to accomplish
many spectacular suc-
cesses over a very short period of time, Founding
Emperor Quang Trung, with his many military tri-
umphs, ended forever the Chinese feudalists� am-
bition in Vietnamese building the foundation for a
modern country to meet the European challenges,
the government broke away from the traditional
education system that relied heavily on the Chinese
formula. Existing schools were reformed and many
more were opened across the nation. The impres-
sive Sung Chinh National Library was constructed
to house valuable works and assist scholars� re-
searches,

Highly respected Buddhist monks were selected
to head newly-built huge shrines to further promote
the practices and studies of Buddhism. Christian mis-

Loving You

You know I�m loving you ?
Since I�ve known you�re a true lover
No one could be better
Than the girl I�ve called her angel
You�re really wonderful
Or, may I say, total lady
You always look happy
That brings this world and me pleasure
Who could ever measure
Your great kindness, treasure of life
As long�s I�m still alive
I wish to share my life with you
If you do think that, too
Now, let us walk into future. º

� Tutran Govap
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sionaries were welcome under the official policy of
religious freedom, provided that the priests re-
strained themselves from intervening in Vietnam�s
political affairs.

National Defence
The 18th century was a turbulent period for the

Vietnamese people. Until the rise of Emperor Quang
Trung, the country�s political system was destabi-
lized by various regional warlords, who were always
fighting among themselves in an attempt to gain
more power. In 1788, the Manchurian Chinese capi-
talized on the native opportunists� division and
swiftly attacked the Southern Land with 300,000
highly-trained troops.

Quang Trung, a brilliant military strategist,
quickly mobilized 100,000 soldiers to defend
Vietnam�s sovereignty. In December 1788, Quang
Trung told his generals that the alien aggressors
would be defeated within ten days. Nevertheless, it
took less than a week for Vietnamese soldiers to
crush the occupying force. The liberation campaign
began on December 30, 1788 and by January 5,
1789, all 300,000 Manchurian combatants were
ousted from the country.

Earlier in 1784, Thailand sent 200,000 men and
300 war ships to invade southern Vietnam and as-
sist Prince Nguyen Anh, who was seeking his own
political power. The Vietnamese defence forces
under Quang Trung�s leadership quickly contained
the aggressors and removed them from the south-
ern territory. Latter on, the same Vietnamese sol-
diers also destroyed two French war ships while they
were assaulting the country�s coast in an attempt to
support Nguyen Anh, who promised Paris excellent
returns if he seized power.

One of Emperor Quang Trung�s greatest goals
was to reclaim two of Vietnam�s northern provinces
from China. Historically, the territories belonged to
Vietnam but were taken over by the Chinese
feudalists. While executing diplomatic tactics to re-
alize his dream, the Emperor, suddenly passed away
in 1792, at the age of forty.

Although Quang Trung passed away more than
two centuries ago, his legacy lives on in the mind of
the Vietnamese. Many people are convinced that if
Quang Trung had remained in power for several
more years to expand the Tay Son dynasty�s politi-
cal foundation, Vietnam would definitely be a ma-
jor economic powerhouse in the Pacific region to-
day.

Perspective
History records the works of mother nature and

humankind and, thus, contains immense information
about past events and precious lessons for the
present and future generations. History also provides
indispensable illustrations for diligent leaders, who
strive to analyze contemporary realities in their
never-ending search for better economic and politi-
cal ideas.

Therefore, to understand the Vietnamese people
and to appreciate their current endeavour, it is im-
perative for one to have an unequivocal grasp and
comprehension of their history�not just modern
facts but also those events related to ancient times.
Vietnam�s remarkable and glorious past bequeaths
the Vietnamese with invaluable expertise to man-
age their current difficulties and, perhaps more im-
portant, implants in them a proud sense of Patriotism.
This collective nationalistic aspiration has provided
an eminent impetus to the Vietnamese lasting resis-
tance against alien aggression.

Vietnam is not a major power with endless re-
sources but, nevertheless, the Vietnamese have
been able to utilize their limited wealth creatively to
defend their identity as a distinct people. Their
unique characteristics and nationalistic aspiration
form a solid political base, which has faithfully sup-
ported their struggle for survival and ultimate inde-
pendence in the shadow of other mighty empires.

The early Era of Prosperity of kingdom Van Lang
has established strong cultural and social foundations
for the Vietnamese. The cohesive values of ancient
teachings have provided the people with an effec-
tive shield against all assimilation attempts and ruth-
less policies of the Chinese feudalists and other for-
eign dominators. The future of Vietnam had been
and will always be in the hands of the people; the
Vietnamese will mobilize their people power once
again to demonstrate their talents in dealing with the
present challenges. º

Endnotes:
1. See Nguyen Khac Ngu, Nguon Goc Dan Toc Viet Nam (The,
Origin of the Vietnamese People), Geography and History Research
Group, Montreal 1985
2. The Muong, representing ancient Vietnamese most thoroughly,
still use these term to call children of the tribe�s lord.
3. Macro Polo (1254-1324), who began to work for Mongolian Em-
peror Khubilai Khan in 1275, had mentioned in his book the frus-
tration of Khan over the tragic losses of his combatants in Vietnam
(Polo misspelled the country�s former ancient name An Nam
[Peaceful South] as An Ninh).
4. The trace of Co Loa citadel remains in Co Loa village in Phuc
An.
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Phöôïng
Hoàng
Moät
Thuôû

GIÔÙI TREÛ
VIEÄT NAM HAÛI NGOAÏI
VAØ VAÁN ÑEÀ
PHUÏC VUÏ QUEÂ HÖÔNG

� G.S. Leâ Tinh Thoâng

Cheá ñoä coäng saûn Vieät Nam
ñang tieán tôùi thôøi kyø caùo
chung vaø Vieät Nam saép

böôùc qua moät giai ñoaïn lòch söû
môùi. Ñaây khoâng phaûi laø moät moäng
öôùc maø laø moät söï dieãn bieán cuûa
lòch söû ñang dieãn ra tröôùc maét.
Nhieàu caâu hoûi ñaõ ñöôïc ñaët ra: Vieät
Nam sau cheá ñoä Coäng Saûn seõ nhö
theá naøo? Chuùng ta coù theå laøm gì
ñeå goùp phaàn vaøo vieäc kieán taïo
moät nöôùc Vieät Nam môùi hoøa bình
vaø thònh vöôïng?

Vieät Nam ñaõ traûi qua 30 naêm
chieán tranh vaø gaàn 20 naêm döôùi
aùch thoáng trò cuûa Coäng Saûn. Ñeå
loaïi tröø caùc khaû naêng ñoái khaùng,
trong gaàn 50 naêm qua, Vieät Coäng
chuû tröông tieâu dieät toaøn boä nhöõng

ngöôøi coù khaû naêng laõnh ñaïo quoác
gia vaø ñaøo taïo nhöõng thaønh phaàn
chæ bieát tuaân phuïc ñeå ñöa vaøo thay
theá. Do ñoù, haøng chuïc ngaøn chí só
vaø trí thöùc Vieät Nam ñaõ bò gieát, bò
thuû tieâu hay bò hao moøn caû theå xaùc
laãn tinh thaàn vì bò giam giöõ hay
quaûn thuùc quaù laâu. Moät soá coøn laïi
ñaõ boû chaïy ra ngoaïi quoác, nhöng
ña soá ñaõ quaù lôùn tuoåi vaø raát nhieàu
thaønh phaàn khoâng theo kòp nhöõng
bieán chuyeån môùi cuûa thôøi ñaïi. Moïi
ngöôøi ñang troâng chôø vaøo giôùi treû.
Nhöng lieäu giôùi treû Vieät Nam coù
ñaùp öùng ñöôïc caùc nhu caàu cuûa queâ
höông hay khoâng?

ÔÛ trong nöôùc, nhaø caàm quyeàn
Coäng Saûn chæ muoán ñaøo taïo moät
soá chuyeân vieân vaø trí thöùc ñeå phuïc

vuï cheá ñoä, do ñoù chính saùch giaùo
duïc cuûa nhaø caàm quyeàn coi Hoàng
troïng hôn Chuyeân, coù nghóa laø
loøng trung thaønh vôùi cheá ñoä laø
ñieàu kieän tieân quyeát, kieán thöùc
toång quaùt vaø khaû naêng chuyeân
moân khoâng quan troïng. Vôùi chuû
tröông naøy, trong hôn moät thaäp
nieân, Coäng Saûn ñaõ coá gaéng loaïi ra
khoûi neàn giaùo duïc quoác gia nhöõng
thaønh phaàn bò nghi ngôø seõ khoâng
trung thaønh vôùi cheá ñoä nhö con
cuûa caùc vieân chöùc vaø só quan cheá
ñoä cuõ, con cuûa caùc thaønh phaàn bò
coi laø phaûn ñoäng, con cuûa caùc gia
ñình theo ñaïo Coâng Giaùo, Cao
Ñaøi hay Phaät Giaùo Hoøa Haûo,
v.v.... Chính saùch naøy ñaõ loaïi ra
khoûi neàn giaùo duïc raát nhieàu nhaân
taøi, phaàn töû öu tuù cuûa quoác gia.
Trình ñoä giaùo duïc ôû trong nöôùc laïi
quaù thaáp keùm. Moät kyõ sö ñöôïc
ñaøo taïo trong nöôùc chæ coù khaû
naêng baèng moät caùn söï ñöôïc ñaøo
taïo taïi caùc nöôùc Taây Phöông.

Giôùi treû Vieät nam khi ñöôïc ñi
ra haûi ngoaïi, moät soá ñaõ phaûi boû
hoïc vì trình ñoä sinh ngöõ quaù thaáp
keùm khoâng theo kòp ñöôïc caùc
chöông trình giaûng daïy hay gia
ñình gaëp caûnh khoù khaên khoâng
theå theo hoïc ñöôïc. Ña soá ñaõ coù
ñieàu kieän ñeå hoaøn taát chöông trình
ñaïi hoïc. Trong soá naøy coù nhieàu em
ñaõ toû ra raát xuaát saéc, vöôït haún
ngay caû con em cuûa nhöõng gia
ñình ngöôøi ñòa phöông. Hieän nay,
giôùi treû Vieät Nam coi nhö ñaõ thaønh
coâng trong nhieàu laõnh vöïc taïi Hoa

Ban mai löng ñoài nghieâng boùng naéng
Ngaång nhìn nhöõng chieác  laù vaøng rôi.
Khoâng gian ngaäp traøn trong thu vaéng

Laù rôi maáy muøa laù leû loi.
Phöôïng Hoàng moät thuôû aùo luïa laø

Döôøng nhö vang voïng tieáng ai ca.
Muøa sau ñaâu coù coøn gaëp laïi

Ñoâi maét ngöôøi xöa oâi thieát tha.
Thu nay ñaõ ba muøa bieàn bieät!

Bieát ngöôøi xöa cuõ coù nhôù  mình?
Doøng ñôøi vaãn hoaøi troâi maõi mieát

Boû laïi tim ta moät boùng hình.

� Nguyeãn Phöôïng Linh
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chính saùch quoác gia, neân khi trôû
veà coù theå giuùp cai trò vaø phaùt trieån
ñaát nöôùc ñöôïc. Traùi laïi, giôùi treû
hieän nay vì sinh soáng ôû ngoaïi quoác
neân thöôøng chæ hoïc ñeå phuïc vuï
caùc nhu caàu ôû ngoaïi quoác, vì theá
nhöõng kieán thöùc thu nhaän ñöôïc
chöa chaéc ñaõ thích öùng ñöôïc vôùi
nhu caàu cuûa ñaát nöôùc. Ít ngöôøi
chaáp nhaän theo hoïc caùc moân veà aán
ñònh vaø thi haønh chính saùch quoác
gia neân ña soá chæ coù theå trôû veà laøm
chuyeân vieân trong moät cheá ñoä maø
chính saùch ñaõ ñöôïc hoaïch ñònh
saün, coù khi töø beân ngoaøi, neân Vieät
Nam vaãn thieáu nhöõng thaønh phaàn
laõnh ñaïo cao caáp.

Ngoaøi ra, giôùi treû khi trôû veà
phuïc vuï queâ höông coøn gaëp moät
trôû ngaïi nöõa laø khaû naêng noùi vaø
vieát tieáng Vieät moät caùch
löu loaùt. Ña soá caùc thanh
nieân soáng taïi haûi ngoaïi chæ
coù khaû naêng xöû duïng tieáng
Vieät trong cuoäc soáng
thöôøng ngaøy. Hoï gaëp nhieàu
khoù khaên khi phaûi trình baøy
nhöõng vaán ñeà coù tính caùch
chuyeân moân.

Vaäy muoán giuùp giôùi treû
Vieät Nam sau naøy coù theå
trôû veà phuïc vuï queâ höông,
caùc toå chöùc cuûa coäng ñoàng
ngöôøi Vieät haûi ngoaïi phaûi
nghieân cöùu vaø ñöa ra moät
keá hoaïch thích öùng ñeå giuùp
giôùi treû coù tinh thaàn yeâu
nöôùc muoán sau naøy veà xaây
döïng queâ höông. Ngay töø
baây giôø phaûi giuùp giôùi treû
tìm hieåu nhu caàu cuûa ñaát
nöôùc vaø nhöõng khaû naêng
maø giôùi treû coù theå ñoùng goùp
trong töông lai. Tieáng Vieät
laø moät nhu caàu maø giôùi treû
Vieät Nam ôû haûi ngoaïi phaûi
trau gioài lieân tuïc. Nhöõng
thaønh phaàn coù kieán thöùc
cao trong caùc ngaønh lieân
quan ñeá vieäc laõnh ñaïo vaø
aán ñònh chính saùch quoác gia
caàn ñöôïc khuyeán khích tìm

Kyø, töø caùc ngaønh chuyeân moân nhö
kinh teá, chính trò, quaûn trò, khoa
hoïc kyõ thuaät ñeán caùc ngaønh kinh
doanh, thöông maïi. Tuy nhieân,
vieäc huy ñoäng giôùi treû vaøo vieäc
xaây döïng laïi queâ höông khoâng
phaûi deã daøng.

Tröôùc heát, vôùi khaû naêng ñang
coù, giôùi treû coù theå kieám ñöôïc khaù
nhieàu lôïi töùc ñeå coù moät cuoäc soáng
khaù giaû taïi Hoa Kyø vaø caùc nöôùc
Taây Phöông vôùi nhöõng tieän nghi
ñaày ñuû. Vieät Nam coøn quaù ngheøo,
khoâng theå cung öùng cho giôùi treû
moät cuoäc soáng töông ñoái ñaày ñuû
khi hoï trôû veà Vieät Nam. Trong tình
traïng nhö vaäy, chæ coù nhöõng ngöôøi
coù tinh thaàn yeâu nöôùc cao vaø
khoâng coù nhöõng vöôùng maéc ôû
ngoaïi quoác, môùi chòu trôû veà phuïc
vuï ñaát nöôùc ñöôïc.

Thöù hai, söï thích öùng nhöõng
kieán thöùc ñaõ thu nhaän ñöôïc ôû
ngoaïi quoác vôùi nhu caàu cuûa ñaát
nöôùc khoâng phaûi laø chuyeän deã
daøng. Tröôùc heát, tình traïng cuûa
Vieät Nam, moät nöôùc laïc haäu, dó
nhieân phaûi khaùc vôùi tình traïng tieàn
tieán cuûa caùc nöôùc Taây Phöông. Do
ñoù, nhöõng gì aùp duïng thaønh coâng
taïi caùc nöôùc Taây Phöông chöa
chaéc ñaõ aùp duïng ñöôïc taïi Vieät
Nam. Nhöõng ñònh cheá ñöôïc coi laø
hoaøn chænh taïi caùc nöôùc Taây
Phöông nhö toå chöùc chính trò, haønh
chaùnh, tö phaùp, xaõ hoäi, ngaân
haøng... neáu ñöa vaøo Vieät Nam coù
theå gaây neân nhöõng roái loaïn lieân
tuïc. Thích öùng vôùi nhöõng kieán
thöùc thu ñöôïc taïi caùc nöôùc tieàn tieán
vaøo caùc nöôùc chaäm tieán laø vaán ñeà
ñaõ ñöôïc tranh luaän töø laâu.

Tröôùc 30-4-1975, Vieät Nam
Coäng Hoøa ñaõ göûi khaù nhieàu coâng
chöùc, quaân nhaân vaø sinh vieân ñi
khaép theá giôùi du hoïc ñeå trôû veà
phuïc vuï ñaát nöôùc. Nhöõng moân maø
caùc thaønh phaàn naøy phaûi theo hoïc
ñeàu ñöôïc chính phuû chæ ñònh tuøy
theo nhu caàu cuûa quoác gia. Caùc
vieân chöùc cao caáp ñöôïc göûi ñi ñeå
hoïc veà vieäc aán ñònh vaø ñieàu haønh

hieåu saâu roäng caùc moân naøy ñeå coù
theå giuùp ñaát nöôùc khoûi bò khuûng
hoaûng veà laõnh ñaïo sau khi cheá ñoä
Coäng Saûn suïp ñoå.

Toùm laïi, muoán giôùi treû sau naøy
coù theå phuïc vuï queâ höông daân toäc
moät caùch höõu hieäu, caùc toå chöùc
cuûa coäng ñoàng ngöôøi Vieät haûi
ngoaïi cuõng nhö giôùi treû phaûi coù
nhöõng chuaån bò caàn thieát. Chuùng
toâi tin raèng neáu ñöôïc chuaån bò, giôùi
treû Vieät Nam haûi ngoaïi seõ goùp
phaàn raát lôùn trong vieäc xaây döïng
laïi ñaát nöôùc thaân yeâu cuûa chuùng
ta.

Chaân thaønh caùm ôn quyù vò vaø
caùc baïn treû ñaõ chuù yù theo doõi taâm
tình chia seû cuûa chuùng toâi. Xin
thaân aùi chaøo taïm bieät. º
Leâ Tinh Thoâng, 19-7-1994.

Xuaân ñi, xuaân ñeán em bieát khoâng?
Mai vaøng heù nôû, cuùc troå boâng
Naøng tieân hôùn hôû ñoùn xuaân veà
Raûi aùnh hoaøng hoân khaép nuùi soâng
Xuaân ñeán ñaây roài em bieát khoâng?
Thaân trai chí khí nôï tang boàng
Queâ nhaø, ñaát khaùch ñôøi phieâu baït
Mong moûi ngaøy veà ñoùn gioù xuaân
Xuaân ñeán em ñi trong maét bieác
U buoàn nung naáu maõi beân loøng
Ngaøy veà non nöôùc mình soáng daäy
Cuøng nhau ta veà môû hoäi Xuaân. º

� Nguyeãn Quoác Ñaïït

Xuaân
Vieãn Xöù
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Khoùc
Thaàm
Muøa xuaân ñeán muoân hoa nhö ñua nôû

Ngaét moät nuï hoàng ñeå taëng rieâng ai
Tình yeâu ñoù tình yeâu sao thôm ngaùt

Laïi tuyeät vôøi ngoït ngaøo thaät ñaùng yeâu.

Muøa heø ñeán naéng hanh vaøng reùo raét
Daïo beân ngöôøi beân bôø bieån hoâm nao
Nhìn aùnh traêng ta thaàm thì nguyeän öôùc
Tình yeâu naøo seõ khoâng heà nhaït phai.

Muøa thu ñeán laù rôi ñaày saân coû
Nhaët laù vaøng loøng nhôù ñeán ai

Laù lìa caønh laù coù buoàn coù nhôù
Toâi xa ngöôøi hoàn cheát lòm ngöôøi ôi!

Muøa ñoâng ñeán nhìn möa rôi nheï
Möa voâ tình ñuøa vôùi gioù chôi vôi

Möa coù bieát moät ngöôøi aâm thaàm khoùc
Cho cuoäc tình cho moät ngöôøi ñaõ xa. º

� D.T.N. Toâi vaán nhôù laàn gaëp anh bôõ ngôõ
Loøng baâng khuaâng hay nghó chuyeän vu vô
Boùng hình ai in khaéc trong tim naøy
Toâi nhö thaáy mình coù gì ñoåi khaùc.

Toâi vaãn nhôù tình yeâu ñeán baát chôït
Vaø kyû nieäm anh ñaõ daønh cho toâi
Toâi mô öôùc tình ta seõ baát dieät
Vì anh noùi loøng khoâng heà ñoåi thay.

Toâi vaãn nhôù anh ñi khoâng lôøi heïn
Ñaõ queân toâi vôùi nhöõng kyû nieäm xöa

Lôøi anh noùi vaø tình anh gian doái
Traû laïi anh maø loøng thaät xoùt xa.

Toâi vaãn nhôù ñeán ngöôøi anh yeâu daáu
Khoùc thaät nhieàu cho tình ñaõ bay xa

Goïi teân anh trong nhöõng ñeâm giaù buoát
Môùi bieát mình vaãn moät loøng yeâu anh. º

� D.T.N.

Toâi Vaãn Nhôù
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ngheä.
Chöông trình radio laø phöông

tieän truyeàn thoâng höõu hieäu vaø nhanh
choùng nhaát, ñeå phoå bieán nhöõng tin
töùc sinh hoaït laømh maïnh cuûa giôùi treû
ñeán vôùi coäng ñoàng vaø caùc baïn treû
hieän ñang cö nguï trong vuøng Orange
County vaø Los Angeles.

Trong thôøi gian qua, töø luùc môùi
baét ñaàu thöïc hieän, chöông trình haøng
tuaàn daøi 15 phuùt, sau 3 thaùng,
chöông trình taêng leân thaønh 20 phuùt,
vaø sau ñoù laø 30 phuùt moãi tuaàn cho
ñeán nay. Vôùi muïc ñích phuïc vuï cho
giôùi treû vaø coäng ñoàng, moät soá anh
chò em sinh vieân, cöïu sinh vieân ñaõ
coá gaéng daønh thì giôø quí baùu ñeå thöïc
hieän chöông trình Tieáng Noùi Tuoåi
Treû. Caùc anh chò em trong ban phaùt
thanh ñaõ trôû thaønh nhöõng xöôùng
ngoân vieân, bieân taäp vieân vaø phoùng
vieân...�khoâng chuyeân nghieäp� luùc
ban ñaàu, tuy nhieân, vôùi thieän chí vaø
tinh thaàn hoïc hoûi, chöông trình ngaøy
caøng phong phuù vaø xuùc tích hôn.

Ñöôïc bieát, chöông trình Tieáng
Noùi Tuoåi Treû ñöôïc baûo trôï bôûi ñaøi
Little Saigon Radio. Maëc duø thôøi
gian raát quí giaù vaø eo heïp, nhöng vôùi
tinh thaàn phuïc vuï coäng ñoàng vaø nhaõ
yù naâng ñôõ, dìu daét giôùi treû, ban
Quaûn Trò ñaøi Little Saigon Radio ñaõ
vui loøng baûo trôï 30 phuùt moãi tuaàn
cho chöông trình cuûa anh chò em
sinh vieân. Ban Quaûn Trò cuõng ñaõ
giuùp ñôõ raát nhieàu veà phöông tieän kyõ
thuaät trong phaàn thaâu thanh. Ban
phaùt thanh vaø Toång Hoäi Sinh Vieân
xin chaân thaønh caûm taï nhaõ yù vaø söï
taän tình giuùp ñôõ cuûa ñaøi Little Saigon
Radio.

Ñeå giuùp cho chöông trình ngaøy
moät phong phuù hôn, caùc baïn treû
muoán tham gia sinh hoaït vôùi ban
phaùt thanh hoaëc ñoùng goùp yù kieán,
xin lieân laïc veà:

The Union of VSA of So. Calif.
Ban Phaùt Thanh

12771 Western Ave., Suite H
Garden Grove, Ca 92641
Ñieän thoaïi: (714) 893-3139

Chöông trình phaùt thanh
Tieáng Noùi Tuoåi Treû

Moät trong nhöõng sinh hoaït
môùi laï vaø ñaëc bieät
nhaát cuûa Toång Hoäi trong

naêm qua laø chöông trình phaùt thanh
treân laøn soùng cuûa ñaøi Little Saigon
Radio. Chöông trình Tieáng Noùi
Tuoåi Treû do Toång Hoäi Sinh Vieân
Vieät Nam mieàn Nam California
thöïc hieän, ñöôïc phaùt thanh vaøo luùc
7:30 ñeán 8:00 chieàu thöù Saùu haøng
tuaàn treân baêng taàn FM 96.7, goàm
nhöõng tieát muïc nhö sau:
� Tin töùc vaø thoâng baùo.
� Phoûng vaán, thaûo luaän.
� Taâm tình baïn treû.
� Lòch söû vaø vaên hoùa Vieät Nam.
� Ñoïc truyeän.
� Theá heä cha anh taâm söï cuøng giôùi
treû.
� Vaên ngheä.

Qua nhöõng tieát muïc naøy, chöông
trình Tieáng Noùi Tuoåi Treû ñöôïc thöïc
hieän vôùi nhöõng muïc ñích:
1. Truyeàn ñaït nhöõng tin töùc lieân
quan ñeán sinh hoaït laønh maïnh taïi
caùc tröôøng ñaïi hoïc vaø caùc ñoaøn theå

treû.
2. Goùp phaàn phoå bieán vaên hoùa vaø
lòch söû Vieät Nam.
3. Neâu leân nhöõng vaán ñeà maø giôùi treû
chuùng ta hieän ñang gaëp phaûi, vaø
caùch giaûi quyeát.
4. Taïo nhòp caàu thoâng caûm giöõa 2
theá heä cha anh vaø thanh thieáu nieân.
5. Höôùng daãn caùc baïn treû veà nhöõng
vaán ñeà lieân quan ñeán hoïc ñöôøng vaø
töông lai nhö: choïn tröôøng, choïn
ngaønh, ngheà, bí quyeát hoïc laáy ñieåm
cao, xin Financial Aid, vaø caùch xin
vieäc laøm.
6. Höôùng veà töông lai qua phaàn Taâm
Tình Baïn Treû vaø caùc buoåi hoäi thaûo
veà nhöõng phöông caùch: laøm theá naøo
ñeå tuoåi treû Vieät Nam thaønh coâng
trong xaõ hoäi Hoa Kyø nhöng vaãn giöõ
ñöôïc nguoàn goác cuûa chính mình,
tuoåi treû chuùng ta neân laøm nhöõng gì
ñeå taïo töông lai töôi saùng cho quoác
gia, daân toäc vaø cho chính mình.
7. Giôùi thieäu nhöõng taøi naêng treû,
nhöõng saùng taùc môùi qua phaàn vaên

Moät soá anh chò em trong Ban Phaùt Thanh vaø Ban Quaûn Trò ñaøi Little Saigon.


