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NOEL coAa TY ...

It was the day before Christmas. The weather had turned
colder and snow fell from the sky every now and then.
The entire world was covered with rugs of white snow.
Shopping centers became busier and stayed open later
than normal business hours. Most homes were decorated
with Christmas trees, colorful blinking lights, and countless
Christmas cards hung around the trees. People rushed up
and down the paths in shopping malls carrying loads of
goods. They laughed and called one another to identify
themselves among the crowds. What a magical event! It
was not about what you give or what you get, but it was
about that warm and fuzzy feeling that the whole world was
waiting for something special. Nobody could have imagined
that today was the first day Ty was arrested as he hung
around with his friends in a coffee shop and now he was

sitting motionless in a jail in Los Angeles.

Ty was born to poverty. While a lot of families in Vietnam
were having stable life once they got involved with the
communist government, Ty's family, in contrast, was strug-
gling days and nights to live. His father was a pilot in
the South Vietnamese army before 1975, and his mother
was a schoolteacher in Saigon before the communists took
control of all Vietnam. Ty was not lucky enough to know
that happy life, but his two older brothers could have known
it a little bit. He was just a few months old when South
Vietnam belonged to Communist. When he was old enough
to distinguish right from wrong, his father was already in
prison for his involvement in previous regime. The new
government soon seized their luxurious house right after
his father entered a concentration camp. But it was not all;
the government then expelled his whole family out of the
area they were living, Bien Hoa, and sent them to a desert
village where only ethnic people lived. Financial matter was
a real problem for them. Not having enough nutrients for a
growing up child, Ty was frequently ill, and as pale as those
who used drugs. The family then got news from his father
that he was in a detention camp in North Vietham, and
his mother transferred the household's care to her eldest
son and took a trip to North Vietham to visit her husband.
Their meeting was very emotional to both of them. Tears
constantly rolled down from their eyes. Tears of happiness
for the reunion after two years of separation. Tears of
misery because their lives had suddenly changed badly and
unexpectedly. Ty's mother could not help calling "God!" in

pain while being told about what her husband had endured



in his prison. Likewise, Ty's father did the
same when knowing Ty and his brothers
did not have enough to eat. Since they
could do nothing else, they then ended
their conversation with a pray, "May God

help us a way out."

Days after days, Ty's mother tried her best
to make a living for her three poor children,
and sent dried foods to her husband in
prison. The place she was living soon
became crowded with all kinds of people of
different classes. Quite frankly, most of the
newcomers were in the same situation as
her family, which was, having no property
and no place to live. If his mother did not
repeatedly tell Ty about his father's history
and why they had landed into that desert
area, he would not bother to find out why.
Being the youngest child in the family and
having to live under the pressure of a very
severe regime, Ty became quiet and did
things on his own. It could be said that
he was one of the unlucky children during
that period of time. His mother tried to hide
her internal misery and did not want to
recall or compare her family lives before
and after 1975. Ty was also content with
his life because he did not have any good
souvenir to compare with. Life kept pass-
ing until a day when his mother met an
old friend while she visited her husband.
Ty's family said goodbye to the desert
village and followed his mother's friend
to Saigon. A little hope grew up for his
family. Ty and his brothers were sent
to schools, according to their levels, and
their achievements somehow consoled his
mother. Since the days they moved to a
better area, Ty got used to it quickly and
did not have to worry about people talking

about his poverty anymore.

Everything stayed the same until ten years
later. His father was freed after years in
prison. The reunion day was also the day
Ty met his father in person for the first
time. From one surprise to another, Ty
learned more about what happened to his
family, and also from then, he loved his
mother and father more than ever. But
things did not go well after that reunion

day. His father, after years in prison, now

became ill and could not help his mother
to struggle for a living, but became a pain
for her instead. Nevertheless, his family
gradually shed fewer tears than before
with the presence of his father. Not having
to travel long roads to supply foods for
her husband, his mother could make their
living a little bit easier. Soon, his father
was in a better shape, with the devotion
of his wife and his three children. Who
could tell such a family could not have a

better life?

A good news came to his family on a
beautiful day. Those who served in previ-
ous regime's army and had been jailed
for more than three years were eligible to
resettle in America. This news surprised
everybody in his family. It was pity for
them that at that moment they were short
of money. However, they did all they
could to have enough money to spend
on the procedures to get out of Vietnam.
"Everything is possible", said his father.
His father many times restrained himself
from hitting an officer when they insulted
his family. His father had more patience
since the day he was in prison and that
was why their journey finally came through.
Ty turned a last look at Vietham through
the small window when the plane that

carried his family slowly lifted off.

Ty went to school not too long after his
arrival to the America. Being a ten years
old boy, switching from a poor country to
a civilized one, Ty learned to adapt to
the new situation very fast. English was
not a difficulty for him as his parents kept
complaining about. It occurred to him that

friends were those who could be trusted

because of their similar ages and hobbies
with him. In reality, his friends wanted to
hang around with him because he was
not only smart but also flexible. His life
went on until a day he was arrested by
two police cars, together with five of his
friends. His friends just passed around a
cigarette and each person took a breath
of it, and Ty did the same, not wanting
to make his friends sad by refusing them,
but also because he did not know that
there was some kind of drug inside that
cigarette. Very unluckily for him, the police
showed up at that moment and caught the
whole band to put into a jail, for using
drugs. It was the 24th of December 1990,
the day that other people put all their time
to celebrate Christmas. Ty was hungry but
the sandwiches thrown into the jail room
was taken by prisoners who were stronger
than he was. Even his socks were taken
away by the police, and he was called
every hour to do all kinds of procedures.
Nobody called him Ty anymore but a
number was assigned to him as his name.
Ty was so upset when he was locked up
with many suspects who had fearsome
looks and manners. Ty seemed to loose
weight quickly after he was arrested. There
was nothing, no sunlight, and no fresh air.
The room was crowded, smelly and hot,
though the air conditioner was on. There
was not enough room for everybody to lie
down, so Ty had to sit on the floor. Ty did
not understand fully when his father talked
about prisons before, but now he suddenly
understood. He loved his father more and
tried to hide a hot tear, which slowly rolled

down his cheek.

Six hours passed and each minute was
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a pain for him. He did not know exactly
what time it was, since his watch, the one
that his best friend gave him when he
left Vietnam, was put away by an officer
earlier. He was furious but did not know
what to say or do. Feeling lonely, he closed
his eyes and let his thought wandering to
the past. It was exactly twelve years ago
on a Christmas day. His mother led him
and his two brothers going shopping for
some toys. The shopping area was big
and his desire was the same. He could not
help looking at luxurious toys and clothing
for Christmas but his mother pretended
that she did not see anything. How could
she have enough money to afford buying
him expensive things, while his father was
in prison? His mother joked to him, "Ty,
come with mother quick or a witch will
catch you." His weakness was the fear of
witches. Needless to say, he quickly held
his mother's hand and stuck with her since
then. Passing by a lot of luxurious stores,
his mother finally entered a humble store
at a corner of the shopping area, where
some kids huddled around a man to buy
Noel hats. Each colorful hat had a banner
in front, "Noel 78" that attracted him a lot.
He jumped up and took one down from
the cart without waiting for his mother's
permission. Putting the hat on his head,
he pretended to be Santa Clause and
chased his brothers around. That was the
only gift that his mother gave him on that
Christmas occasion. He did not have to
buy a Christmas tree because a neighbor
gave him a tiny artificial pine tree that he
no longer needed anymore. His thought
was cut off when an officer called his num-
ber for the last testimony. He was released
afterward while his friends were still there,
waiting to be judged and transfered to a

boot camp if found guilty.

Turning his head to his friends, he just
had enough time to say good luck and
followed the officer to the gate. At the
minute of being released, he kept wonder-
ing if someone could give him a ride.
Surprisingly, his mother, father and two
brothers had been there already. It turned

out that one of the officers notified his

family at the minute he was arrested and
his father paid a bail for him to be released
within that day. He ran as fast as he could
to hold everybody in his family and said

sorry to all.

Christmas, according to Ty in that year
was a joyous time. It was time to spend
with friends and family. It was time to be
thankful for what he had had. It was time
to share with everyone that freedom was
a free gift for everybody. Regardless of
religious meaning of Christmas for each
person, most people do hope for more
presents on this occasion. According to Ty
since the minute he was released, there
were special gifts that would not cost any
money, that were psychological gifts. Gift
of not hanging around with bad friends
anymore, gift of listening to parents, gift
of self-esteem, gift of being a good boy,

being a good example.

His father's black car slowly parked into the
garage. It was time to celebrate Christmas
Eve. Around the world on this winter day,
Christmas songs were resounding else-
where. He spent a lot of time admiring the
Christmas tree that his brothers decorated
the other day while he was hanging around
with friends. Dinner was then served by his
mother. Today, she made a very special
kind of food to welcome her beloved son's
coming back home. Never in his life he felt
that this event was so special. He did not
want to recall what had happen to him this
morning. He thanked God for giving him
such a happy family that comforted and

protected him every minute in his life.

Halloween just passed and now people
are waiting for Thanksgiving. Christmas
will come not too long after Thanksgiving
then. Ty is now twenty-four years old and
also a good engineer who works for a
government company. Every Christmas
occasion, everybody sees Ty in a Boy
Scout uniform, distributing gifts to children.
He had passed up and down journey in his
life so he always thinks of psychological
gift that he should do for others. Ty smiles
to himself thinking of how innocent his

childhood was before. O



TRIET HQC — PHILOSOPHY

GIANG SINH

VA TINH YEU NHAN LOAI

Hang nam, ngay ti dau thang 12 hoic
c6 thé sém han, khung c&nh Giang Sinh
da déan dan dugc chdm pha & mot vai
noi. Nhiing bai nhac "Silent Night" "Jingle
Bell" lai bat du tréi 1én day dé. Khong
chi rieng Hoa Ky ma & r&t nhiéu nai khac
trén thé gigi cling da déng loat budc vao

mua Giang Sinh.

Hai chii Giang Sinh, khi da tr&d thanh qua
quen thudc, cé |é it ai trong ching ta con
ban tam dén viéc dao sau vao ngudn géc
va y nghia clia no, nhat la nhiing ai khéng
theo Kitd giao. Ngudi viét bai nay xin man
phép tré ngugc dong thgi gian, vé véi dém
Giang Sinh d4u tién, vé véi cai théng diép
nguyén thly cla ngay ay.

Gan hai ngan nam trudc, vao mot dém
déng gia budt, cdé ngudi thi€u ni thanh
Nazareth tén la Maria, khi dang trén dudng
cung chéng la Joseph tré vé qué quan,
da ha sinh mot hai nhi tai thanh Bethelem
trong hang da dung lam ché tri &n cho
dam chién, lua, bo, ngua. Nang quén dua
bé so sai bdng mot tdm vai va dat em vao
mang cd kho, roi cat ti€ng hat ru nhé nhe
gilta dém thau. Nhiing muc déng trong
viing hinh nhu da nghe vang ving trén
cao tiéng dan hat nggi khen: "Vinh quang
Thién Chua trén trsi cao thdm va dudi dat
binh an cho k& Ngudi thuong" (trich tin
mung theo thanh Luca). Lai cé ngbi sao
la, sdng chdi xuét hién trén nén tr&i, dan
I8i cho dam muc déng tim dén hang da

no dé tham &u nhi.

Bua tré dugdc goi la Jesus, theo ding nhu
I6i thién than truyén cho Maria trudc khi
ba thu thai bdi on Thanh Than. Jesus I6n
Ién trong tinh thudng yéu hét muc cla
Joseph va Maria, sém bdéc 16 tri thdng

minh va tai déi dap hon ngudi. Ngai bat

dau cong cudc rao gidng vao 16i 30 tudi
va chf trong vong ba ndm trudc khi bi bach
hai, Ngai da dé lai vo sé 16i ran day cluing
phép la. Cling véi ba nam dé ma Jesus
da tao nén mot trong nhiing nén tang tén
gido viing manh nh&t con luu truyén cho

dén ngay nay.

Theo nhiing I&i chép trong kinh thanh cla
Kitd Gido vé mau nhiém Thién Chua Ba
Ng6i, thi Blc Chua Trgi, ddng quyén nang
t6i cao, cé ba ngdi, ngdi thi nhat 1a Cha,
ngdi thu hai la Con, va ngbi thd ba la
Thanh Than. Song, ba ngdi van la mot
DPuc Chuaa Trgi. Khi nhin thdy nhan loai
chim dam trong toi 16i, Blic Chua Trdi
da sai Jesus, ngdi Hai Thién Chua, sinh
xuéng tran mac I8y xac pham vgi st mang
la hy sinh cho con ngudi dugdc clu rbi.
Chinh vi vay, nén tang cla Kité Giao dugc
dat trén tinh yéu thudng vo bd cla Thién
Chua doi véi loai ngudi.

Trong céc I6i rao gidng clia Jesus, tinh
yéu dugc dé cap dén rat nhiéu. Va vi
Ngai mang than phan con ngudi, tinh yéu
ma Ngai mudn truyén dat la tinh yéu gita
ngudi va ngudi, bdi néu ta khong thé yéu
thuong 1&n nhau, thi khéng céach gi ta cé
thé yéu mot ddng vo hinh la Thién Chda.
Néi khac hon, Thién Chua hién dién trong
mdi con ngudi, trong sy vat va thién nhién
bao boc con ngudi. Vay nén khi ta yéu
dong loai, yéu cudc séng, yéu nhiing gi
Thién Chua tao dung nén, tuc la ta da yéu
chinh Ngai. Tuy nhién, Ngai khéng doi hoi
con ngudi phai yéu thuong va phuc tung
Ngai mét cach may méc, mu quang vi tinh
yéu ma Ngai cho di, la tinh yéu bao la ma
Ngai khéng can phai c6 mot sy dap tra.
NEu nhiing ngudi nao mudén td long yéu
Chda, thi Thién Chua chi can ho hét long

phuc vu va thuong yéu tha nhan cung
dong loai. P6 1a mén qua ma Thién Chua

dén chg & tat ca ching ta.

Noi vé tinh yéu thi ai trong chuing ta cling
c6 thé thuc thi dugc, khong nhét thiét phai
la "con cai Thién Chua." Vi vay, cho du
ban la ngudi khong theo Kitd Gido hoac
khong tin vao sy hién hiiu cia Thién Chua
di chang nifa, ban van khdng thé chéi
b6 su diép tinh yéu ma Jesus da mang
dén cho ching ta trong mot dém doéng
gan 2000 nam vé trudc. Jesus ciing chua
hé gigi han tinh yéu cla Ngai v3i bat ky
ai. Trai lai Ngai da khuyén nhi ching ta
khéng chi yéu nhiing ngudi than thudc
déng chldng véi minh, ma phai yéu hét
thdy moi ngudi, yéu ké thu cla ta, yéu
nhiing ngudi ghét ta, va yéu nhiing ngugdi
c6 y ham hai ta; moét tinh yéu bao dung,
phéng khoang va déng cdm. D6 méi chinh
thuc la Tinh Yéu Nhan Loai.

Vay khi ta ky niém 1& Giang Sinh, tuc la
ngay Thién Chuda Sinh xudéng tréan, la ta
miing Tinh Yéu Nhan Loai. L& IGc dé ta
tudng niém mot vi clu tinh da sdn sang
chét cho tinh yéu, 1a Iuc ta t6 long qui
mén dén gia dinh va nhiing ngudi than,
cling nhu tinh yéu ma Joseph va Maria
danh cho Jesus. Mua Giang Sinh lai cling
la lic dé ta m& rong vong tay dén nhan
tha nhan, nhu khi xua nhiing muc déng da
dén chao Con Thién Chua noi hang da,
va | Itc dé ta hudng vé cdi ngudn, vé dat
Me xa xam, tya nhu cudc hanh trinh vé

qué quan cta Thanh Gia. O

Puc Tri-Qué Anh
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him nhd ¢6i, nuéc nhé ngudn. Ai

bd xi ra di vi ly do nay, ly do

no ma khéng md udc mot lan
vé tham chén ci? Nhiing ngudi Viét vong
qudc déu hen nhau mot ngay tré vé qué
huang vé6i nhiéu muc dich.

Vao nhiing nam trudc, chuyén vé Viét
nam con khé nhung sau nay véi chinh
sach mé& cla clla dang Cong San tai Viét
nam, viéc My bd cdm van va ti€n dén
suU bang giao gilia hai nuéc My-Viét, tinh
hinh Viét nam cé thay d8i. S6 lugng Viét
kiéu vé nuéc dong dao hon da gay tac
dung khéng it vao moi khia canh xa hoi
Viét nam. Nhiéu ban tré 3 hai ngoai ciing
muén dudc vé lai qué huong dé chinh
méat dugc thdy, tai nghe cac sinh hoat cla
ba con, ban hiiu bén nha va sy thay déi
dén tdm c8 nao trong khoang thdi gian
xa cach.

Hé vua rdi, t6i c6 anh ban héi xua
hoc chung I6p bén Viét nam tén K., vua
t8t nghiép dai hoc xong da vé tham lai
Viét nam. Khi vé lai My, K. goi dién thoai
cho tbi lién:

— Ne T., c6 qua Viét nam cho T. ne!

T6i héi ha:

— O, vay thi khi nao T. méi nhan
dugc?

— Bay gi¢ T. & nha, K. mang qua
dén lién day!

Pung mot ti€ng déng hé sau, K. dén
va t6i cling da chd ngay truéc nha. Vua
thdy nhau, ca hai cung reo 1&én miing r8
vi 1an nay sé cé bao nhiéu chuyén dé néi
vé Viét Nam, vé dam ban cung I6p clia
hai ddia khi xua. Vao nha, K. chia ngay goi
mit khé, mdt me va néi: "Qua danh cho co
nang do! Nhung con mot mén niia, moén
nay quan trong hon." Toi hoi dén:

— Moén gi nfa vay? Mau mau dem ra
day trinh trdm, le lén!

K. cham rai:

—M6én nay khéng &n ma chi dé nghe
thoi.

K. sUa lai th€ ngbi cho thoadi mai va
bét dau cau chuyén.

“... V& dén phi trudng Tan Son Nhat,
qua clia hai quan thd nhét, khi xuét trinh

VE vigT

gidy td, thdy ho kep tién theo, me con K.
mang dé nhiéu thdy ciing ngan danh bt
chudc theo ho kep theo 10 d6 la. Dén clia
cudi cung ciing lam y nhu vay. Chi khong
may tay clia quan budn tinh "thi€u ca
phé" lai tung hét dé ra xét thém mét cho
minh. Théi thi ‘thi ¢c6 hén 10 dé cho qua
ai, me K. noi vay. Vé Sai gon dao nay
néng qua!

“Khi vé qué lam thd tuc dang ky &
phudng va huyén, chi tuan sau la c6 mét
céng an huyén dén tham. Ong ta noi
chuyén kiéu cach clia ngudi diéu tra, hoi
Idng vong nhiing diéu khéng dau vao dau
cd. Me K. hiéu y lai ciing c6 hon trong

phong bi vai chuc ngan (tién Viét nam).

NAM

Tracy-UCI

Nhan dugc phong bi, vai phat sau ga mdéi
chiu diing day ra vé. Hai ngay sau dé thi
K. lai nhan dugc gidy mdi cla céng an
tinh. Me K. ciing chu&n bi vai chuc ngan
trong phong bi dé rii ro cé chuyén gi thi
xoay x& cho le. Biét tui céng an tinh né
héi K. nhiing gi khéng? N6 hdi nao la &
My anh lam gi? C6 doc bao cla ngudi
Viét khong? C6 tham gia céc t6 chiic nao
khong? C6 tham gia sinh hoat clia cong
dong Viét Nam vung Sai Gon nhd khéng?
Anh di dau 12 gi¢ khuya mai vé? C6 vay
ma ho quan di quan lai hon hai ti€ng dong
h6. Me K. s6t rudt va cling buc minh danh
phai rat phong bi ‘li xi’ dé trén ban. C6 &

nhg vay ma K. véi me dudc ra vé sém mot



chut! T. c6 biét tam trang cla K. lic do
nhu thé nao khéng? T6i hém dé K. nam
nha, an [udng] ching ngon, con ngd thi
sai gi& bén My nén trén troc hoai. Muén
goi dién thoai diang ky may bay vé lai My,
nhung nghi cho ky, K. chua di tham hét
ba con, ban bé, cho nén sang hém sau
K. bt dau vach chuong trinh tham viéng.
D4&u tién phai thdp hudng trong nha thd
ho va tham céc gia dinh ba con ho hang &
qué. Nhiing gia dinh nay K. van th&y trong
nha ching cé gi thay d8i bao nhiéu. K.
c6 dy mot dam cudi 6 vang qué, gap go
nhiing thanh nién. Qua cudc néi chuyén,
ho c6 18i so sanh: nhiing ngudi di Lién
x6, Bong Au vé thi khong giau nhu nhiing
ngudi & My vé. Ho néi cu thé la nhiing
gia dinh H.O. qua My chi mdt nam thi con
ho—nhiing ngudi c6 gia dinh phai & lai
bén Viét nam—déu co tién xay nha dep,
di xe Dream; trong nha sam chéng thi€u
thd gi. Do vay ma ngudi ta thich di My
I&m! N&u c6 thé dudc thi bdng moi cach
ho rang gom clia dé ma di. Viéc di My
thinh hanh & Viét nam. Bay gid la di tu
hoc tu tic va lam dam cudi véi Viét kiéu.
A, T. biét 1a trong dam cudi ma K. du, ho
hat ban nhac gi khong?”

K. dot ngdt héi lam t6i 18p bap trd
1Gi:

— Ché&c la anh chang nao do lén
nghéu ngao ban "Sao em nd voi ldy
chéng?" chd gi?

K. nheo mét cudi:

— Khong phai dau. T. biét khéng, anh
chang kia Ién hat ban "Anh Quéc Gi" méi
chét chd! Nhung ma anh ta hat rét la
hay va cadm dong cho nén khi hat xong
thi ngudi ta v tay rao rao khéong ké gi
dén [viéc] anh ta hat ban nhac nay trong
tiéc cudi.

Tui ban I6p minh thi da s6 chay vo
Sai gon ki€m viéc lam sau khi xong dai
hoc. K. vé thi c6 tu tap dugc 15 dda. Tui
né ciing vui tinh, pha phach nhu héi xua.
Chi kh&c hon 1a dda nao ciing c6 bd dé
ma dét theo. Trong dam nay c6 nhiing tén
lam nganh thuong mai, gido duc dao tao
dai hoc nén noi chuyén rét 1a am tudng
vé chuyén nganh. Tui né noéi la tén nao

cling udc dugc di tu nghiép & My ca. Tui

n6 kéu: "Né&u cai cot dén ma di dugc thi di
réi huéng hé gi t6i I6p thanh nién." T. thay
c6 kinh khiing khéng?

Réi K. noi tiép:

— Bay gid da c6 hon hai mudi dai
hoc My da ma chi nhanh hoac cé chuong
trinh khao ctiu & Viét Nam. Vi du nhu dai
hoc Idaho State University da chinh thic
m3 mot phan khoa dao tao chuyén vién
vé nganh thuong mai kinh doanh tai Viét
nam dé cdp bang MBA rdi dé. T8 chic
Fullbright m&i n&m c&p 50 hoc bdng cho
cac sinh vién Viét nam du hoc 8 My vé
nganh chinh tri ngoai giao. Tu ngay 6ng
dai st Douglas Peterson cé mat & Viét
nam thi canh clia dudng nhu da mé cho
giGi tré sang du hoc & My."

K. ké say sua va toi cling say sua...
nghe k&. Nhan lic K. véi tay cdm ly nudc
uéng mot ngum, cé dip toi xen vao hoi
K.:

— Tui thanh nién nhu dam ban minh
bén nha c6 cach nhin, cach suy nghi va
uéc vong nhu thé nao?

K. noi:

— Diéu nay ai vé Viét Nam thi thay
ngay. Thi nhat, da s6 ho déu thich dung
d6 My. Ho dua nhau hoc Anh van, tif cong
nhan vién nha nudc cho dén sinh vién,
hoc sinh. Cac I6p day Anh ngli moc lén
khap noi. Nhu I6p tui minh trg di, la thé hé
tré, nén ho hi€u mot cach hdi hot vé cudc
chién [qubc-cong truGc 1975] da qua. Ho
chi muén moét dgi séng binh an, ty do [va]
dan chi. Ho mong udc Viét Nam dugc
nhu cac nudc tién tién khac. Ho ciling
dang khao khat c6 dudc nhiing lién hé
than hiu vdéi nuéc My. Udc ma I6n cla

ho la di lam cho mét cong ty tu ban va

thich nhat 1a dugc di du hoc & My. Nhiing
ngudi nay, theo K. nghi, thi sau khi ma ho
tr§ vé, ho sé la nhiing mam méng tao su
thay déi tu ti va rat la chdc chan ti bén
trong 1ong ché& do, roi sé bién ddi ché do
dé! Theo K. nghi, méi dip vé Viét Nam,
minh nén chudn bi mot dé tai nao dé dé
noi chuyén vdi dam thanh nién sinh vién
bén nha, bdi vi ngudn théng tin trong nudc
nghéo nan qua va doi luc thi€u sy that,
cho nén ho it tin tudng vao nhiing thong
tin trong nudc. C6 I1é cling chinh cai "trao
déi nguén thong tin" véi dam thanh nién
va ddm ban minh ma K bi céng an tinh
quan [thdo] subt hai tiéng dong hé dé
dan mat...

Viua dit cau, K. ding phat day nhu
c6 cai gi lam K. gian di. K. di ra mé
clia. Toi cling ding day di theo va hoi
K. sao vay.

— Xin 16i T. nha! K. di m& clia cho
mat. Vi K. nhac lai chuyén bi cong an cat
vén, nhd lai ma buc minh.

To6i phai néi vuét mét cau:

— Thoi bd qua chuyén doé di. Bay gis
T. m&i K. di an t6i. Thanh phé nay c6 mot
tiém &n clia Nhat kha ngon.

Hai ddia cung di ra xe. L&n xe réi K.
cho xe chay va con néi ti€p mot cau triét
Iy gidng nhu mot dng cy non: "Can phai
nhé nhiing diéu dang nhé dé biét on va
trd on. Con nhiing gi nham hiém, trai vdi
lugng tam cla ngudi khac ddi v6i minh thi
bigt dé ma tranh, c6 thé biét dé stia ddi
dugc ho thi cang tét hon..."

T6i huéng dan dudng cho K. lai xe
chay vé huéng chan ddi-ngi tiém an ching
t6i muén dén. Phé nui vao dém trgi dé
chiu. Cali cé khi hau Iy tudng that. O
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DY BAO THOI TRANG - FASHION FORECAST

Troi vao déng, cé nhiing budi chiéu ndng tdt sém, cé nhiing con gié nghich ngom hat tung mai téc cla ai dé, cé cai
lanh len 18i vao hoi thé clia méi nguoi, va c6 bau trdi mau xam rat hop... thoi trang... Moa déng, lai cé tiéng nhac
Giang Sinh réo rét, c6 nhiing day kim tuyén di mau trang hoang khdp noi, cé nhiing cay théng ddy dp trai chdu léng
lanh, ¢6 nhiing chubi dén nhdp nhdy, mé mai dudi nhau trong tro choi rugt bat cia tudi tho...

Va, mua déng véi nhiing ngay cudi tudn lang thang trong céc...shopping mall, mua, sdm, ngdm, thd, chon,

lua, khéng bao gid biét mét.

MOT VONG QUA CAC CUA HIEU THOI TRANG
LON NHO TRONG MUA

QA




Tai sao Giang Sinh lai la "mua shopping"?
Nay nhé, nhiing budi tiéc tat nién, tan
nién, hoi ngd ban be, hop mat gia dinh,
dam cudi, dam hoi, da vii clia cac VSA,
clia THSV...Ma vdéi cai bénh tam ly mudn
thud cla phe... khodi lam dep la khong
bao gid muén méic lai d6 ci trong nhiing
dip mdi, thi thr tinh xem ban s& cén bao
nhiéu cai 4o mdéi trong dip nay? Chua
hét, day cling 1a khi ban can mua qua
tang cho cha me, anh chi em, cho nho
ban than, cho éng boss dé& chiu, cho ba
cd dé thuong...Va tat nhién khoéng thi€u
mot mén qua that dac biét cho ngudi yéu

dé...ghét clia ban niia.

Mua shopping khong chi la mot mua di
mua sam ddy ap... bén tay (tay ban va tay
"ngudi ta" nita chi!), ma con la mua cla
nhiing chiéu di..khdo gia, so sanh, can
nhac, dan do, lam sao dé ban tranh khoi
nét mat méo xeo dén méat duyén vi "tham
thing ngan quy." L& di nhién, néu ban la
mot ngudi da thanh céng trén budc dudng
sy nghiép, thi Bloomingdale, Neiman
Marcus, Saks Fifth Avenue, Nordstrom
ban ci thodi mai budc vao. Mat khac,
néu ban con dang bu dau véi sach v dé
tau manh bang...gi gi do, budget cla ban
la cai student loan va cai viéc lam ban
thgi gian IGc radnh thi lam, Idc midterm thi
nghi tha ga. Hay ban con dang trong thoi
ky "sang job, chiéu job, t8i lo hoc thém,"
thi ti€t kiém la mot chuyén dang lam, vi
khéng ai c6 thé khéng dinh la ban phai tén
nhiéu tién méi cé thé tao cho minh mot

dang vé thanh nha va hgp thdi trang.

Né, ban cé rénh khong? Bi moét vong
shopping véi QA nhe? Bao dam ban sé
tim thdy nhiing thd via théa méan dugc
uéc mudn lam dep cla ban, via that nhe
nhang vgi cai tai tién khéng may nang
cla tui minh.

Ban chic chan biét dén Macy*s, vay
minh s& bat diu ti d6 nhé. Co6 18 vi
canh tranh, ch( y&u vSi Robinsons-May,
Macy*s thudng xuyén cé céac cudc dai ha
gia, vi du nhu 50% tu gia "on sale," céng
thém coupon bét ti 10% dén 25% niia.
Chi cdn moét bai toan nhod théi cling du
cho thdy ban sé tiét kiém dudc bao nhiéu
réi, cé phai khéng? Ma né, khong phai do
sale 1a dé...ddom, d6 ci dau do nhe, day
chi la moét cach "cau khach" va canh tranh
V@i cac tiém khac ma thoi.

Riéng Macy*s cla Crystal Court (d8i dién
South Coast Plaza thuéc Costa Mesa),
ban cé thé tim thdy cac mat hang véi gia
ré hon binh thudng vi day la trung tam

hang clearance ti cac Macy*s khac dén

vé. Ban cén phai lanh tay, le mat, néu
khong thi thién ha sé ching khach séo
khi "hét tay trén" nhiing "good deal" khong
tim thdy & noi khac. Con néu nhu ban
"5 tay"...chdp dudc cai 4o hay cai quan
ua thich clla mét ngudi nao doé, ban dé
y di, ho sé& len Ién di theo ban, chd khi
ban mdi tay...lam rét, ho sé chdép ngay
va chay ra quay tinh tién cho le vi sg
ban...doi lai.

Hang & day c6 gia ré chil yéu coé thé la
do khach tra lai hodc nhiing méat hang hoi
bi 16i ma néu dé cling cac quan 4o khac
v4i gia ngang nhau thi sé khdng ai them
chon. Tuy nhién, con gai thi da s6 1a khéo
tay, mét méi chi bi dit, mot cai khuy rét
ra, hay mot vét son clia ngudi mac thi bat
cén nao dé khong phai la diéu dang ngai,
dung khéng ban? Thi du nhu mbt cai ao
om ¢ cao hiéu Karen Kane ¢6 soc ngang
véi cac mau dang dugc chudng, nhiing
Macy*s khac treo gia $80, con G Crystal

Court, vi mot vét méc nhd nai ¢b 4o, ban
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chi phai trd $28 (hinh 1). Hon niia, day
cling la noi ma nhiing ban...lanh miéng
180 mép c6 thé tré tai hong dugc bdt them
it nh&t 1a 10% niia. Chi tdi cho anh chang
nao "dugc" ban ra di theo, chi biét I&c dau
héi: "What are you doing?" Ban cU than
nhién trd 16i chang béng cai giong oanh
vang...ché&t ngudi rang: "Honey, I'm saving

for our future!"

Macy*s tuy bay ban kha nhiéu 4o quéan thdi
trang, gia ca so véi Nordstrom, Bloomingdale,
etc. c6 phan thdp han nhung chua phai la
thap nhat. Minh c6 thé tim thdy nhiing "better
deal" & cac tiém quan ao thdi trang nho (retail
stores) nhu Contempo Casual, Rampage,
Charlotte Russe, Express, Gap, Ann Taylor,
Liz Claiborne,... Mot s& tiém khac ciling la
tiém nhd nhu Guess?, a.b.s.USA, Bisou-
Bisou, Banana Republic, Benetton, Mossimo
Suplly, Gucci,...thi ban nén can than mdi khi
budc vao vi mdy chd nay khéng co thién
cam cho I&m v&i nhiing cai account... khiém

nhudng.

R4t ti€c la ta sé chi di thgi gian vao

tham bén tiém nhd: Contempo Casuals,

Charlotte Russe, Rampage, va Express.
Céc tiém khac, QA danh phai hen lai ban
vao mot dip khac vay. Piém chung cla
bén tiém k& trén 1a ban cé thé tim thay
hau hét tat ca cac "trend" méi & day, tu

trang phuc binh thudng dén trang phuc di

lam, di choi, va di...ngl. Mot s6 mat hang
& cac tiém nay chat lugng cé thé khong
dudc t6t bang & Banana, Benetton, etc.,
nhung gid ca thi thdp hon rdt nhiéu, va
day ciing c6 thé dugc coi 1a mot uu diém.

Thoi trang thay d&i rat nhanh, cé khi con

hinh 3

nhanh hon cé thdi ti€t. Vay thi ban chi can
nhiing trang phuc véi chét lugng via du
t6t dé ban c6 thé dién trong vong mot dgt
thai trang, sau d6 sdm kiéu méi. Nhu vay
ban via cé thé tiét kiém tién, lai vira nhin
lic nao ciing... "up-dated." Mot uu diém
chung niia 1a ban c6 thé dé& dang tim thay
trang phuc khé nhd viia véi véc dang
ngudi A Bong & cac tiém nay.

Noi dén chuyén "up-dated," phai ban mot
chut xiu dén nhiing nét méi clia mua déng
dé ban diing nhadm 16n muc tiéu chd, ding
khong? Hai thai cuc dugc gidi thiéu lan
trude, khdng con trong tinh trang "balance

battle" nita, ma da ngiéng vé mot bén.



Dam va vay dai kiéu 6m théng lan tran
khip noi, nhat 1a vdy mau den. Ao len
b&ng vai wool, mohair, acrylic, ramie, va
angora rabbit hair v6i nhiing trang tri c8
dién khong con 1a "su madi goi" nita, ma 1a
"sy ham muén" vi chlng viia @m lai viia vo
cung trang nha va khong kém phéan...hdp
dan. Ao khodc kiéu "lab coat" théng kiéu
ngén, c6 tron. Phan déng nhiing chiéc
40 khodac dai nay chi c6 2 t6i 4 khuy &

phdn nguc dé hai ta t& ra; nlia kin nla

hd mgi la...an tién. C6 1& clng vi lanh,
thién ha khéng mudn khoe cip chan...ndi

da ga, nén quan dai rong kiéu cargo, nhat

la nhiing quén may b&ng vai nhung soc

to dudgc chudng haon quan "cho tap." Cac
mau hé xam cang ngay cang dugc hudng
ting dén do6 né bat dau gay ra nhiing
cudc "chay dua thgi trang" gilia cac tiém,
nh&m thu hat thém nhiéu khach hang cho
tiém minh.

C6 hai nét méi dugc gidi thiéu la thai trang
kim tuy&n va thdi trang...ldng ga. Dé bt
anh dén, ngoai cac trang phuc coé dinh

nhiing hat cudm hay hat thdy tinh, con

c6 nhiing trang phuc dugc may b&ng vai
cO rai rac kim tuyén. Nhin khong gidng y
phuc héa trang trong cac tudng cai lucng
dau nhé ma ngudc lai rdt nhe nhang,

quyén ri, tuyét doi khong lam céac

anh nhtic mat dau, chi bi...m& mat
thdi. Thoat nghe ban cé thé bi ac
cam vGi thai trang 16ng ga. That ra
né khdng phai la té. Néu ban bi di
Uing vGi 16ng ga léng ngdng, hay
feathers ndi chung, thi co thé chon
I6ng thd...b&n chan (fur). Cac ban
nao yéu thu vat ciing khéng cén
phai ngan ngai vi day chi toan la dé
gia. Hoac néu ban hoan toan khéng
chdp nhan dugc chuyén...long 14,
thi c6 thé chon nhiing kiéu c6 tua
vai. Ngoai nhiing chi€c 4o toan
b&ng 16ng c6 vé khéng thich hgp
cho thgi tiét Cali, con c6 nhiing
chiéc 4o khoac chi cé phan cé va
6ng tay vién 16ng, chiéu dai cla ao
khoadng ngang dii va cé day cot
ngang lung. Ban ciing cé thé tim
thay nhiing khan choang cé (scarf)
theo kiéu thudn dai bang I8ng, chi

khi nao can mdi...choang vao.

bi chung véi cac trang phuc mua
dong 1a cac loai my phdm c6 kim
tuyén, l&p lanh trén moi, mét, ma,
va ngay cd moéng tay. Déng thoi
nhiing kiéu kep téc cé hinh...sau
bo, c6n trung nhu buom budém,
chuén chuén, bo canh cam (lady
bug),...két bang hat thiy tinh dang
rat dugc cac ban tré ua thich, nhat
la kidu "kep ddy dAu" véi khoang
td 5 dén 10 chiéc kep nhd xiu

trén téc.

D& quyét dinh xem gia clia mot thi
gi do co that sy ré hay la khong,
ta phai coi dén cach may va chat liéu vai.
Ao khoac, quan, vay, va o dam co I6p
16t trong hay khéng, cac khuy ao c6 dudc
dinh c&n than khong, khuyét 4o hodc céc
chd néi c6 long thong day nhg ma chi
can kéo mot cai la bung ra hay khéng,
quan jeans cé chay hai dudng chi khong,
hay la c6 &ng to 8ng nhd, bén cao nén
thdp khong..v..v..(trd khi nao chung tré

thanh...mode thi lai khac). Cé moét sé loai
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vai bén va dep hon moét sé loai khéac.
Ao cashmere véi gia $40 hay $50 thi
ban nén "chdp" ngay vi n€u ban vao céac
department stores sé bi "chém" dep vdi
gia khong dudi $100, chua ké cac mat
hang cla nhiing hiéu néi ti€ng thi cé
thé 1én dén ba bén trdm. Ngudc lai, 4o
b&ng cotton (vai bong) véi gia $50, $60
thi khong nén tén tién, tri khi phai la mot
kiéu rat dep, rat mdi, that viia van, va cé
mau sic dic biét. Ho#c trong trudng hop
ban muén...canh céo cai anh chang viia vo
duyén vuia dai nhu dia ci doi di theo ban
suét ngay suét dém, thi ban khéng can

khach sdo, ci viéc "dom" moét luc hai ba cai,

réi "nh&" han tra tién cho...bd ghét.

Quay lai véi chuyén shopping. & Contempo
Casuals, ban cé thé tim thay nhiing chiéc
4o len bang wool, ramie hay mohair, va
40 khodac c6 vién léng & c8 véi gia chi tu
$25 dén $50 (hinh 2), so véi Benetton hay
a.b.s. USA thi t& $90 dén $290 (hinh 3).
Trang phuc Rampage mang mét vé "hot
and spicy" thich hgp cho nhiing budi da
tiéc va nhiing lic dao phd budi téi. Ao
dam cé I6p trong bing satin, I16p ngoai
la veil cé théu & gdu va nhiing dudng
cat xéo, chi cé gia khoang $58 (hinh 4).
Né&u ban budc vao Nordstrom tim mua mot
chi€c 4o tuong ty hiéu Tahari, ban phai
ton khoang $200 gia "on sale" (gia nguyén
thdy khoadng $420 — hinh 5). Express thi
c6 phan "cool and sweet" hgp vé6i khung
canh s& lam, van phong,... Vay dai mau
den c6 gia $39. Ao khoac kiéu phong thi
nghiém khoang $60, trong khi cac mat
hang cla Victoria's Secret catalog c6 gia
ti $89 dén $159. Charlotte Russe gidi
thiéu dén ban quan 4o mac di hoc hay
nhiing budi tiéc nhe cé tinh cach thoai
maéi, don gidn. Ao dam dai x& hai bén, cé
chii V chéo nhau, cé dudng chan ngang
nguc, tay 3/4 vgi gia $36 (hinh 6), rat giéng
mot kiu gidi thiéu trong Victoria's Secret
catalog, téng céng 4o va vay khoang $135
(hinh 7).

Mot cudc so sanh nhd dé ban thdy su
khac nhau. M&c du trang phuc cla cac
hiéu ndi ti€ng chat lugng cé phan t6t hon,
nhung su chénh léch qua xa vé gia ca
khong dang dé ban t6n qua nhiéu tién cho
van dé lam dep, vi trong cudc séng bén
canh nét dep bé ngoai con c6 nhiéu thd

khac ban can phai chu tam dén.

Ban mét chua? That ra con mdt s6 noi
khdac ma ban cé thé tiét kiem dugc nhiéu
hon nita nhu di mua sdm & Ross, TJMax,
céac tiém budn ban nhd clia Pai Han, Tau,
Viét Nam. Nhiing ché nay lai cAn mot
"nghé thuat lya dé" hoi khac mét chat, hy
vong sé cé dip chia sé vdi ban trong mot

ngay rat gan.

Mé&n chiic ban mét mua shopping...thanh

céng va...dd hao tai. O

QA
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N6 biét han viia bi &n con "D" bu t8 chang
trong bai midterm héi sang. Qua 1a mot cu
shock qua manh dgi v8i mét hoc sinh uu
t4, chua tling c6 diém nao dudi con "B".
Trudc ngay thi han khoe réng da uéng hét
ba tach ca phé den chinh géc dugc mg
h&n gUi tang ti bén Viét Nam. Cho nén
h&n da thic trdng dém o6n bai. Thé ma
hai ti€ng déng hé truéc lic thi hdn bay
dat "nghi x& hgi" vai ba phat lam chi... dé
ma ngu tudt qua ludn ca gid dinh. Nght
ciing la, khéng biét han diéc hay sao ma
cl dé cai déng hé bao thic kéu om som
trén ban bureau k& bén c’ nhu dan gay
tai trau khéng bang. Va réi... tré mat phan
nlia gid thi hém d6. H&n buén 1am, goi
phone méc vGi né ma cai giong yéu xiu.
Vi du biét tanh han lo xa, nén né cang
khéng yén tam, ct lo la han chac chan
dang ng6i mét minh & nha dém rau rau
ri, s¢ rét I6p né, phai & lai thém vai nam
né, truéng phat dudi ra on probation ne,
rdi con bi tui cho vay tién Federal Stafford

Loan doi ng, v.v...

Nghi vay, nén n6 lai mo dén cai phone goi

hoi tham han thém lan niia xem sao.

"Rengggggg! Renggggg! Ree.."
"Hello? Em... d6 ha?" Giong han I1& nhé.

N6 ngot ngao, "Con buén khéng anh? Anh
rang thi final di thi thé nao clng vét lai
dugc ma...!"

Va nhu thé&, né lai ngdi ca ké ké chuyén
huyén thuyén cho hén vui tr§ lai. Cup
phone xong, nam phut sau n6 suc nhé da
quén dan hin ding bd com chiéu nay,
nén né lat dat goi phone nhan nhd han
ché cé budn ma tuyét thuc thi dé& bi hao
gdy voéc lidu... D&n xong xudi, trd lai hoc
bai, né6 mim cudi trong 16ng—ty khen minh
la nhd ban gai hét stc Iy tudng. Thiét co
dugc ddia nao dé thuang nhu minh khéng?

Lo I&ng, s&n séc, quan tdm cho ngudi yéu
tiing miéng com chut nudc lic "hoan nan"
nhu vay... N6i cé nhiéu théi ma noé ciing
con thdy cam déng niia day né. DPoc dugc
hai ba cau, né lai.... lo ti€p. N&u nhd han
thiét chua khuay khoda trong long, dang
con buc tlc, cAn ngudi tam sy thi sao? N6
gédp séach lai, quyé&t dinh goi "v&n an" lan
niia cho chic &n, "Renggggg! Reeeengg!
Reeeeeenggg!"

"Hello em ha....?" Han lai I& nhé.

"Ua, sao anh biét 1a em hay qua vay? Em
chua Ién ti€ng ma!" N6 ngac nhién. Han
thad ra mot tiéng cudi ngan ngdm, budn
di la budn. [ chét! Sao giong néi clia han
chéng c6 thay vui ti ndo? Héng, hdng roil
Minh bo cong ra goi nay gid khuyén nhd
anh ma ching thdy cé tién trién gi hét.
Toi qua! Chéc that bi d& kich qua nang
réi. N6 linh quynh, dé nghi bda xua, "Anh
al Anh dung nhu vay mal! Anh nghe IGi

em dung c6 suy nghi lung tung niia nha!
Anh b&t chuéc em né, mbi lan em buén
em di ra ngoai coi tivi la né d& lién hal
bi di anh!"

Giong hén thd dai, "Anh khéng muén coi

tivi..I"

N6 buc doc cat ngang, "Anh buéng qua!
Khong lam gi hét nhu vay thi lam sao ma
khuay khda cho dugc chi?"

Han chép miéng, "Anh chi khuay khda
dugc luc anh di ngd thoi!"

N6 nhin hét ndi, gat 1&én, "Vay sao khong
nga di cha?!!"

Han nhé giong xuéng, "Cl cach ndm phat

la em goi, lam sao anh ngi dugc chi?"

Chua kip dut I3i, hdn nghe bén dudng
giay kia dap phone cup xuéng mét cai

rup!!! 3

Jay-P

Tu nhién

Ty nhién, sao cit tu nhién
Goi day la "nhé" day phién ldm nha!
Nguoi ta bénh mdc nguoi ta

Tuw nhién ai mudn, lai qua...so ddu

Xe hu ai c6 muon ddu

Ty nhién hi huc ciii ddu sita xe

Tu nhién méi budi hoc vé

Theo sau ddy mdi ré ré nhu.. dudi

Tw nhién — ty nhién qud thoi

Khi khéng nghi hoc, chd ngoi lanh tanh
Tu nhién ddy khéc ngon lanh

Ty nhién sao dé nd danh...tu nhién.

TsZ
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Nhiing van tho vui

Doi Phone

Bdn than bung da nén nao

Puing lén ngdi xudng di vao di ra

Cdi anh nay ciing thiét la

Bdo rdng t6i goi nguoi ta doi hodi
Reng reng lén tiéng di thoi

Kéo khéng nguoi doi gidn réi anh tiéu.

Kiéu L¢

Goi Phone

Goi anh khong c6 & nha

Anh di ddu mdt thiét la budn ghé
Dén khi anh da tré vé

Goi em chdng gdp ndo né long anh
Pém nay hai dita déu canh

Dén gio cing goi trd thanh hut nhau.

Kiéu L¢

Ciip phone

Cd nha c6 méi cdi phone
Co em gdi nhé cit chon trong phong
Ai nhu con gdi chita chong

"I meo" cd déng con phone [cdi] ndi gi

Noi ra cdi mdt nhu chi

Khéng néi anh madt chi ciing vi [cdi] beeper
Poi lau nhén chdng gidng to

Khi anh goi lai con bo né ditt ddy

Em oi [anh] & v ciing tai... may

Lillian

Ho ho.

Nha nghéo chi ¢6 mdt phone

Em ddy con gdi...d..0... nén phdi chén
trong phong..

Em la con gdi chua chong

Nén em ddy ciing phdi can sang ngang...
d ho....
Bady gio mudn Iy chong sang

Phdi diang internet ma mang... é... tho

tinh... tinh...

Nhung ma chua hét dau anh

Néu muén bdo dam thi phdi ding cdi...
beeper

Nhu vdy mdi dugc "ldng xé"

Anh ddy c¢é vo ma em ciing khéng c6 é...
chong...chéng....

Kiéu L¢

Sau day 1a bai phu hoa cda... bd SN:

Ho oi...

Panh rdng chi cé mot phén

Nhing khong chi c6 riéng em... dng ché
Nd6i ra thi so anh ciia em ché

Néu khong cé anh @y, chi thé sé & khong
Tién day em hdy goi dién thoai cong
Rdng ngoan em nhé! Chi phong em.... em

chong....
Lillian

Ho ho...

U thi phdi hd chi dau

Nhung em ddy phdi xin thdu chiit tién
Pé ma mua cdi cell phone

Nhu viy em sé chdng phién chi dau
d...ho...

Pua roi chi hong can lo

Em lam trinh thdm tham do ¥...anh...¢

ho...

Kiéu L¢

Ca... rao... Tan Thoi

Lén non mdi biét non cao

C6 b6 mdi biét la mau hét tién

Em cit dn uéng lién lién

Vay ma qudng cdo "em hién ldm nghe!”
00o

BO t6i quyét dinh giit eo

MGéi sdng ditt dep...nudc leo hai té

Ngéi hoc mot chiit lén cé

An 1dy an dé bo khé dudi ban..

00o

Hanh trang em chdng cé gi
Ngoai cdi cdp sdch dung ddy thitc dn
Gio choi em mdi ldng nhdang

Pén khi vé hoc ma dn chua roi.
000

Téc thé em dé ngang vai

Anh ma dung dén... bat tai anh lién :))
000

Em oi em ngii cho ngoan

Dé chi dzot le qua hang bin riéu
Ban chi bén doé no kéu

Khong qua né tudng... minh nghéo no

khinh!
000

Con gdi la chiia i xuéng

Hen nguoi ta dén lai chudn mdt tiéu...

Hom qua chot ghé tham nang

Thdy chudt bit mii cd dan trudc san

Nhén gidng tit phia, céc cdn

Phiéu diéu nang budc nhu than céi trén

Ly, tdch bé héng lénh kén

Ngodc mén nang ngdp vang rén cd tai

Chi cha, chi me chay dai

Nang gdi son sot roi vai ba con

Thiic theo xi phé dém ngay

Nang mé ddnh do chdng con xu teng

May thay con mdy cuc ghen

Buon budn ngéi gé dé den véi doi

Md nang chi biét: Troi oi!

Sinh chi nang dé bay gio khé than

Doi ta tudng chdng ai bing

So nang...dén quy Sa tiang bdi dail!!
00o

Mt ai nhu nuéc ho thu

Miéng ai nhu thé... cdi lu trudc nha

Ra duong tién nit thiét tha

Vé nha quang quac nhu la qua kéu!!
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MGéi nam hoa dao né

Lai thdy ong do gia

Bay muyc tau gidy dé

Bén phé déng nguoi qua

(Vi Pinh Lién)

Cai canh tugng ém dém &y, bay gid co 1é
chi con c6 thé tim thdy trong van chuong.
Nhung bu lai, trong sinh hoat van héa cla
ngudi Viét, ngay nay moét phong tuc mdi
da hinh thanh. Vao méi do Tét dén, nhu
dé dua véi hoa, véi phao, nhiing t& bao
Xuan lai nd ro6 khép noi. D4c biét 1a & hai
ngoai, néi ma viéc xuét ban va in &n dugc
ty do va khong dén ndi mac md, xuan
vé la dip dé céc tap dic san ti chuyén
nghiép cho dén "tai ti" clia cac hoi doan,
trudng hoc dua nhau ra ddi, khoe sac trén
cac tiém sach, thung bdo, cac ban tiép
tan & cac van phong, hay tham chi khiém
t&n thu minh trén nhiing bac thém cla ra
vao cla cac co sG thuong mai. Trong riing
b&do mudén mau dé, néu té chiic clia ban
sé&p ra mot t§ bao Xuan, cé bao gid ban
mang nhiing lo 14ng nhu liéu t6 bao cla
minh ¢6 di ndi bat, c6 di stic hdp dan
ngudi doc phai lat ti€p vao dé xem nhiing
gi ban g&i gdm bén trong? N&u cau tra
I8i 12 khong, c6 thé, bia bdo clia ban da
vdp vao mot trong mudi diém thiu sot
thong thudng trong vdn dé trinh bay bia
ma chung t6i mudn chia xé dugi day. Hy
vong, qua nhiing chia xé nay, t6 bao cla
ban s& moét chut nao dé dep han, hédp
dan hon trong dip mung Xuan Ky Meo
sap téi.

SINH VIEN LAM BAO - MAKING STUDENT MAGAZINE

Vi Hoang Lan

I. Chii doc khéng ré hoidc khéng néi bat
trén trang bia.

Hay tao thém moét chat bong nga (drop
shadow) mau den, trdng ho&c bat ci mau
gi tuy theo mau séc clia nhém chii do, va
ty theo mau clia hinh nén. Lam nhoe mg
phan nén ma ban muén dat chi 1&n (sU
dung Photoshop) ciing giup phan nao. Tét
nhat, khi trinh bay bia, ban nén tinh truéc

chd tréng dé xép chii.

2. Hinh bia khéng gay dudc su 16i cudn
va chu y ctia ngudi doc.

Mot hinh bia gay &n tugng manh thudng
la rdt don gian. St dung mot hinh vé hoac
chup trén toan bd dién tich bia c6 coéng
dung manh han 1a st dung nhiéu hinh nhé
gop lai. Muc dich clia bia la dé tao ra mot
sy chd y nhanh chong ti doc gid. Chan
dung ngudi, véi mau séc tudi, do tuong
phan anh sang cao, la mét trong nhiing
hinh tugng gay dudc su chu y cao.

3. Bia bao nhin qua rdi rdm khéng c6
tam diém.

Hay c6 géng tao ra mdt yéu t6 manh
nhét trén bia (tuong ty nhu khai niém focal
point rat can ban trong hdi hoa). Cé thé
dé la moét dong tuya I6n, hodc tén cla td
bao, moét hinh vé hay moét hinh chup that
dac biét. Nén giam thiéu viéc s dung qua
nhiéu chii hodc quang céo trén bia. Chiua
lai mot chut khoang trong cho ngudi doc

c6 thé "thd" ciing 1a diéu nén lam.

4. Bia bao cua tung sé bdo qua khac
nhau, dén néi khdng gidng nhu cung

BIA. .

xuat phat ti mét t3 bao.

Mot t6 tap chi dinh ky can phai dugc trinh
bay tudng déng qua tiing s8. M6t tén bao
(nameplate) va mot kiéu chii diing cho cac
tya bai dudc sl dung mot cach thdng nhat,
s& giai quyét dugc van dé nay.

5. Khong du tai chanh dé sl dung hinh
chup hoac hinh vé dep trén bia.

Trudc hét, hay tim dén sy giip dd ti cac
ma&i lién hé than hiu véi cac hoa si va
nhiép anh gia. N&u khong thé, ciing con
c6 nhiéu cach dé thay thé. Hay c6 gang
trinh bay chii (typedesign) véi mot cach
la 1Am, khéac thuéng. S dung mét cach
sang tao nhiing hinh cin ban nhu hinh
vudng, hinh tron, hinh tam giac, cung véi
nhiing dudng thing, ngang, doc, hoic
dudng cong cling sé tao nén mot bia bao
c6 stc 16i cudn.

6. Khong tim dudc nhiing hdn hgp mau

c6 hiéu qua manh.

Nhiéu nghién clu cho thdy mau dé va
vang la nhiing mau bit méat nhat. Hé
théng mau clia McDonald hodc Shell la
nhiing vi du dién hinh. Nghién clu thém
trong cac sach vé ly thuyét mau sic va
sl dung céc tap mau mau (color swatch)
sé& rat hitu dung dé chon dugc nhiing hén
hgp mau co hiéu qua.

7. Bang tén cua tap chi (nameplate)

"hinh nhu" chua dit ding chd.

Thudéng thi bang tén dugc dat & phan trén
cla trang bia. Nhung léch vé bén trai, bén
phai, hay & giiia thi con tuy vao hinh téng



thé clia bang tén. N&u la hinh vudng, nén dat bén trai hoic

phai. N&u Ia hinh chii nhat, nén dat & vj tri gita.

8. Nhiing dong tua chinh "hinh nhu" ciing chua dugc
dat ding ché.

Hay dat nhiing dong tya vao ding vi tri ma ngudi doc
thudng chd y nhit. Thudng 1a doc theo bén I€ trai cla bia.
Hay quan sat thii cac tap chi khac, ban sé thdy ngay diéu
dé. Theo ty nhién, phan I6n ngudi doc sé& doc ti bén trai
qua phai, ti trén xuéng dudi, do vay vi tri phia trén, bén trai
la quan trong nhat. Sau dé, tuy vao y dé trinh bay cGa ban
ma sap x&p sao cho cé hé théng ti chinh t6i phu.

9. Bia bao khéng phan anh ndi dung cua tap chi.

Co6 nhiéu trudng hgp, du da s dung hinh chup hay hinh
vé dung nhu ndi dung néi chung cla t& bao (thi du nhu
hinh mét chi méo cho s6 bao xuan ndm Canh M&o sép tdi

chang han), ma van khong chuyén

nhiing sang tao mdi khong thé cé, néu khong cé sy can
dam dé pha luat. Vi vay, nhiing chia x& trén hoan toan mang
tinh chat tham kh&o. Va mong réng chung sé gilp dugc cac
ban phan nao trong viéc trinh bay cho td bao Xuan Ky Meo
s8p t6i. Chung ta hay cling mong dgi cdc t6 bao xinh dep
xudt hién ryc r8 khap ngi, thay cho nhiing "muc tau", nhiing

"gidy dd" clia ngay xua trong méi dé xuan vé. 0
Vi Hoang Lan

Tai ligu tham khdo:
Graphic Design-Step by Step
Dynamic Graphics

How Magazine

Print Magazine

tai dugc y dé cha ngudi trinh bay mot
cach hiéu qua. Ly do don gian la vi
viéc chon dung hinh chi la mot trong
nhiéu y&u t6 can thiét. Muén bia bao
hdp véi nhiing ndi dung bén trong,
ban con phai biét chon ding kiéu
chii. Vi du, moét tap chi véi ndi dung
bdo thl, nghiém tdc, can si dung
loai chii dam chac, cé chan ¢ dién
(classic serif). Ngoai ra, ban cling con
phai st dung bang mau cho hgp vdi
ndi dung. Vi dy, mot tap chi tré trung,
thién vé giai tri, s& co6 bang mau

tuci va nhiéu tuong phan hon 1a moét

tap chi thudn tay vé nghién cdu hay
chinh tri. Cudi cung, nhiing tya bai
trén trang bia can phai dugc chon loc
that ky cho thich hgp dén ting chi,
khong thiia, khong thi€u.

10. Lam thé& nao dé két hgp khoang
tréng vao viéc trinh bay bia?

C6 géng giam thiéu s6 lugng thong
tin trén trang bia. SO dung nhiing

tya bai that ngdn va tiéu biéu. Sl
dung cac mat chii (typeface) cé nhiéu
khoang tréng (thi du nhu VNI-Times,
VNI-Aptima...) Pac biét, tranh dat cac
mau quang cdo lén trang bia néu

c6 thé.

Tudng ciing nén nhéc lai, da cé luat

thi bao gi6 cling c6é pha luat. Va
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vd canh

chim bay .......

Véi mot vong tay tam biét,
ho chia tay. Chi don gian
nhu thé, nhung 13 sy chim
diit ctia mot phan tu doi ngudi.
T xa, ngudi qua dudng s€ tudng
ho don thuan 14 hai ngudi quen.
Chi khi ndo ngudi ta nhin thdy
giot nudc mit nho nhd dong trén
khoé mit cia ngudi con gdi, va mot
thodng budn u uén trong 4nh mit cia
gd dan Ong, ngudi ta méi c6 thé 15 md
dodn dugc nhirng 4n tinh giita ho...

H&n goi nang bang "bé". Chang biét
h&n quen vGi bé tu bao gid, nhung vGi
Giang Tién, Dang Liém la mét phan quan
trong trong cudéc séng cla nang. Nhu
nuéc va khéng khi. Khi cd bé vao mau
gido, han da budc vao ngudng clia trung
hoc. Nhiing ngay nang chay dé IGa cla
troi Sai Gon, hdn déu din "dua bé dén
trudng b&ng chiéc xe dap", va vui v6i
nhiing ti€ng hat liu lo vé tu, dé vat éc tra
16i nhiing cau hdi cic ¢6 ngay tha clia bé.
Con déc Cudng D& dan dén ngoi trudng
St. Paul véi nhiing 8 ga to tuéng, lam han
doéi lic phai budt miéng:

"Théi em con doc nghiéng nghiéng
Anh dang leo 1én mét thd diing tim

Xin em im di cho anh gdng anh dap..."
(Bua Bé Dé&n Trudng)
Nhiing ngay thang qua nhanh. Ngay
ngay h&n van ché dua don bé di hoc
trén chiéc xe dap mini dé cii ky cta han.
Cai niém vui vo tu bé dem dén cho han
that don gian, khi c6 bé xudt hién tu clia
trudng, tung tang trong chiéc vay xép ly
xanh duong véi hai sgi day deo vai, va

chiéc 4o cd 14 sen trAng. TU xa, bé cla

h&n nhu mot thién than nhd, chi thi€u doi
canh. Han hay nghiéng dau ngém, dé réi
nghich nggm trén sau nhiing géc cay me

2

cao to truéc céng trudng, dé "oa" choc khi
c6 bé phung phiu khéc, dé rdi phai dd
b&ng nhiing que kem dau dé chi dé nhin
doi dong tién trén ma...

Bé 16n nhanh nhu thdi. Thai gian tham
thoat U6t qua tru6c mét han. T co6 bé
hang xém t6i t6i tréo bd tudng sang mai
nha bén canh, ghé méat nhin qua clia sé
xem han c6 & nha, dé dugc nghe han ké
chuyén cé tich, bé tré thanh cd ni sinh
trung hoc. Tiéng gudc gd nhe trén dudng
da soi thay cho ti€ng bi ve léc coc trong
nhiing budi trua hé. Bé cla han da Ién.
Chiéc 4o dai trding mém mai thay cho
bd 4o dam déng phuc ngay xua. Bé biét
diéu v4i mai téc dai cia minh, va biét lam
duyén véi déi mét trong den sang lap lanh

dé. Ta 4o trdng clia bé nhu canh budm

bay vao long tdt cd nhiing tén con trai
méi I6n trong cai xé6m nhd nay. Han da
nhiéu Ian dudc dip khoanh tay, ngad dau
cudi dac chi khi thdy nhiing d6i mat thém
thuéng nhin theo ta 4o trdng khuét dan &
dau xém. Bé van ngay thg va hén nhién
tru6c nhiing cai nhin do, vn ngoan ngoan
trd chuyén véi hdn méi t6i, va van theo
& thudng tréo qua mai nha tham han.
Nhiing cau chuyén c§ tich bay gi¢ dugc
thay th& bang nhiing uéc ma nho nhd cla
bé, b&ng nhiing m&u truyén lang man bé
Ién doc dugc tu tap san Tudi Ngoc con
soOt lai sau chién tranh, ma gia dinh bé
da cén than gidu di, va nhiing 14 thu tinh
vung vé cla nhiing tén con trai méi I16n
von quanh bé....

H&n da tho6i dua bé dén trudng. Co nii
sinh nhu mi d& biét ty diéu khién chiéc xe
dap nhd xiu clia bé. Dudng nhu méi ngay

sau gid tan hoc, chiéc ré xe chéng bao



gig thi€u nhiing canh c&m chuéng mua
dugc tif nhiing hang hoa chg Ba Chiéu.
Bé yéu cdm chudng, nhat la nhiing déa
cdm nhung ti Da lat chd vé. C6 mot cam
giac 1a la trong long hén, khi bt gap doi
mat cla bé 14p lanh bén trén nhiing déa
hoa mon mén, va déi go ma héng phan
phdt bén canh tung canh hoa....

Va r6i hdn xa nha. Phai d&n nam nam
sau hadn mdi gap lai bé. Ddi mét thoang
ngd ngang gilia dam doéng xa la trén hanh
lang phi trudng dé réi sang ldp lanh, truéc
khi bé nhay lén ba c§ han xoay mét vong
tron cudi vui. "Ca lem." Van hai chii vdn
ven lam hén phi cusi. Nhéo yéu Ién chiéc
mii ngot ngao hinh tui mat, han khé g&
chi€c tdi xach xuéng khdi vai bé. Vong
tay bé van 6m ldy c8 han lam Pang Liém
phai bat cudi thém mot Ian niia.

— "Lam cai gi ma nhu la chang hiu
vay bé? Lan dau xa gia dinh s¢ ha? Anh
dau c6 an thit bé dau?"

— "0, khéng phai, bé dau c6 sg anh?"
Bé nheo mét cudi, "S¢ lac 16 cé 6ng ke
nao bat nhét bé bd doi thi chét. Cha bé
nao s¢ anh? Bé doi." Nang budng tay,
xoa bung, lam Dang Liém phai lAc dau,
cudi xoa.

— U thi di I8y hanh Iy réi minh di
an. Van chua chua cai tat hau an. Nhé
nay!"

— "Bé bay hé&t gdn mét ngay con gi?
Doi thdy mo." Bé dau méi, "Me d&n xuéng
phi tridng bdo anh Liém dan di &n mi
la cay do."

— "Xao hoai nhe bé! Anh mdi goi cho
bac trudc khi ra phi trudng. Nhd xao hoai."
H&n néi, viia nheo mat ngdm bé, "Em Ién
h&n ra, Tién a! Nhin bé la qua. Thanh
young lady réi day!"

— "Anh nay. Ngao em hoai." Bé lung
ting, m&t dé au trudc tia mat han.

— "Anh néi that chid b, bé cé duyén
ghé di. L6n réi bé cil" Han 1dm b&m nhiing
gi khéng ro....

— "Anh méng bé hoai, anh Liém! Bé
c6 16i gi dau?" Bé hon déi. Nang cui dau
nhin di ché khac.

DPang Liém trong tu thé ndia ngdi, nla
dua lén thanh lan can, khoanh tay nhin

bé. Trong chiéc 4o vd bang vai thd day,

nhiing bap thit trén canh tay han ndi lén
cudn cudn. HAn nhan mat trudc cau néi
lay clia bé. Ba hon hai nam tréi qua tu khi
bé don sang San Francisco di hoc xa. Bé
budc vao cudc séng nodi trd. Cudc séng
mdi, xa gia dinh tha 1dng, véi nhiing cam
db that thudng danh cho nhiing c6 bé mo
moéng nhu Giang Tién, lam cho bé thay
déi rd rét. Nhiing cau néi dua tdo bao,
nhiing kiéu 4o khéu ggi, nhiing mau phén
son 16 liu, c& céach di diing clia bé ciing
thay déi. Bé bét dau thich bia chai, thich
rugu manh, thich thudc 14. Nhiing budi t8i
lang thang nite-clubs lam mé&u mat trong
trd nén dé quang rac dai. Mai téc cat ngan
uén quan tit, nhudém nau nhu nhiing cé ca
ST ré tién lam ting cai vé an chaoi do.

Bé van con mdéng md nhiéu. Chiéc
dan guitar bé mang theo van khéng nguing
vang tiéng trong nhiing budi tiéc thau
dém. Bé khoéng hé hay biét chinh nhiing
mdng mad clia bé lai dua bé dén nhiing bat
trc trong ddi. Cang di sau vao cudc séng
vé dém do, bé cang vuéng phai nhiéu
nhiing cam bay, nhiing llia dao cla cudc
séng, nhiing néi buén chan vé tudng... Bé
thay déi nhu chu tac ké tru6c mat Pang
Liém. Nhiing gi han ¢8 gang bao boc,
gilip d6 cho bé déu tan bién nhanh. Bé
trd thanh "cd hippie lac loai" trong méat
h&n. Bé tranh xa han nhiéu hon, va dudng
nhu khép kin hon véi h&n va cudc séng.
Pé r6i Bang Liém bat lyc nhin chu thiéu
th&n non lao vao trong nhiing anh sang
40 tudng....

R&i bé that vong. Su Ita dao cla cudc
séng lam bé that lac hoan toan. Bé khong
con biét ty chd, phai trai nita. Dang Liém
tré nén 6ng "gan" trong mat bé. Su lo
sg, ti€c nudi, dau khd clia Dang Liém vGi
tinh yéu rong 16n clia han cang lam cho
bé nghet thd. Giang Tién trén chay trong
mac cam, trong h&i han, va trong tdc gian.
Ai d6 da bao yéu va ghét that su cling chi
la mot diéu giéng nhau, cling cung y nght
vé ngudi do, cling cing mot cam giac tam
ly va thé xac, nhu nhip dap khac thudng
clia con tim. Bé cling khéng ngoai gidi
han. Cang trén Dang Liém, bé cang dau
kh& nhiéu hon...

— Bé! Anh da noi hét IGi v6i bé. Anh

thuong bé hon ca chinh anh. Bé c6 hiéu
diéu d6? Anh dau khé khi nhin bé bd troi
tudi tré nhu th& nay. Bé cé hiéu anh? Bé
c6 nhiéu mong dep. Bé muén xay dép cho
nhiing gidc mo dé cla bé, anh s&n sang
gilip bé bang ca cudc séng clia anh. Anh
dau 1&m, bé c6 biét khong? Anh khong
c6 dd tam tri nhin bé xo04 bd cudc séng
c@ia bé nhu thé nay. Bé khong con tin vao
chinh minh niia hay sao?

— Bé khong hiéu dugc minh niia anh!
-- Bé cui dau. Bo6i mét thoang quang den
vi nhiing dém th&u. -- Ba me lo cho bé, bé
hiéu diéu d6. Bé hiu anh yéu bé, va anh
dau khé vi bé, nhung da qué tré, Liém oi...
Bé khong thé l1a thién than nhd cla anh
dugdc niia. Bé ciing chang thé nao la co
vg ngoan hién cla anh bay gid... Bé da di
quéa xa trong cudc s6ng an choi nay clha
bé... bé khong biét dudng quay trd lai...
V& lai... c6 ich gi niia dau anh? Nhu thé
nay, bé lai hanh phuc, va quén di nhiing
gi da va dang xay ra cho bé. Bé la con
thiéu than that ddy. Bé song theo ban
nang. Doi luc ban nang vé tri lai cho bé
nhiing giay phut nhe nhang ém ai, vd
hai, v6 lo ma bé can dén. Bé 6m mong
nhiéu 1dm, va bé da dugc day dé nhiéu
I&m, nhung nhiing gi bé dugdc b&o boc béi,
da lam cho bé vép nga, vi bé da khong
bi€t dugc cudc séng la nhiing loc Itia bén
ngoai. Anh cé hiéu khéng, anh Liém? Anh
thudong bé, anh lo cho bé, nhung chinh vi
thé anh va gia dinh da géi bé vao trong
mot 16ng kinh, dé bé trd nén qua ngay tho
vGi cudc séng. Bé khong biét dugc bén
ngoai kia clla cudc séng la nhiing dam
bui bam khéng tudng dugc. Anh bao boc
cho bé, diéu dé bé hiéu, va bé cam on
anh nhiéu 1dm, nhung ciling chinh vi sy
bdo boc d6 ma bé roi sdu hon vao trong
viing t6i clia cudc séng. Bé dang & tan
cling clia mét day gi€ng. Trong hay duc,
bé khong leo ra khdi dugc né. Anh cé hiéu
diéu do khoéng anh Liém? Cudc sdng bé
14 nhiing giao dong bt thudng. Tu lau, né
da tr§ thanh moét phan cla bé. Bé khoéng
bi€t minh c6 nén, hodc c6 mudn trd lai
cudc séng binh Iing ngay xua cla bé hay
khong, anh hiéu bé khéng? Tam bé dong.
Bé biét diéu dé. Nhung tam dong da dem
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dén cho bé nhiing vui budn bat chgt, va
nhiing ky niém kho quén. Cho bé cai stc
séng khac ma chinh bé khong hiéu néi.
Bé khong biét minh c6 nén rdi bd né hay
khong, bdi né da thanh théi quen, va bé
da bi thu hat vao véi né.

— Bé! Du bé&t cti 6 dau, du trong hoan
canh nao, hodc bat ky nhiing gi bé da di
qua. Pau khé hay yén binh ciing chinh la
tam tu cla bé. Anh khong hiéu vi sao bé
lai mudn dau kh8. Bé cé hiéu khi bé dau
kh8, nhiing ngudi xung quanh ciing dau
theo vdi ndi dau cha bé. Nhu anh. Nhu
gia dinh. Anh hiéu bé dang dau khé, va
anh hiéu trong tan cuing tam tu cla bé, bé
mudn quay trd lai v6i cudc séng yén binh
c. Anh mudn thdy bé trd thanh mot ngudi
binh thudng, séng cudc séng binh lang.
Anh khdng mudn bé roi vao trong céi hé
sau bun lay do6 nita. By nhiéu d6 da du
réi. Bé dang di ngudc lai tdt ca nhiing
gia tri clia chinh em. Bé c6 hiéu, khi bé
mat di cai gid trj cla ban than, em mat
di chinh em?

— Anh Liém!!!

Bé nhay phdc ti trén mat ban xuéng.
Doi mat loé sang nhiing tia IGia gian. Trong
sy tlic gian, bé cé cai dep la lung. Liém
lac ddu. Quay lung.

— Bé di di. Bé c6 quyét dinh clia bé,
va anh c6 quyét dinh cGa anh. Anh khéng
giup bé dugc nlia, va anh ciing khéng cé
can dam ding nhin bé vit bd tudi xuan
clia bé nhu th€. TU nay anh khong co
trong cudc sdng cua bé. Bé tu lo cho
minh. Dling tim dén anh niia. Bé nhé.

— Anh Liém. Bé khong c6 y dinh tim
dén anh nita dau. Anh viia xem bé nhu
mot cong rom rac trong xa hoi. Trong mat
anh, bé thap hén nhu thé sao anh? Ciing
dugc. Bé sé ra khoi cudc séng cia anh.
Pé cho anh hanh phuc va binh yén véi
tam tu cla anh...

— Bé!ll That's not what | mean....

— Enough! Bé nghe du roi. Bé vé.
Chao anh.

Bé khong dén tim toi niia. Cudc séng
la nhiing thuyén chuyén. T6i xa San
Francisco ti ddy. Qua gia dinh, t6i hi€u
bé da tr6 vé séng vGi gia dinh dudi su ap

luc clia b6 me. Toi biét tdi cé 16i vSi bé,

V@i gia dinh cla bé, khi budng tay trudc
nhiing khé khan phtc tap clia bé. Nam
nam trudng, tdi vAn ban khoan vé bé, va
h&i han ring toi khong thé gitip dugc bé
trong con hoan nan. Bé c6 trach t6i? Toi
van thuéng héi long. Bé séng ra sao? Toi
van ban khoan. Cé |18 bé da noi dang, cho
dau t6i c6 & xa bé cach mdy, tam toi van
khéng yén, bdi chinh toi chua hiéu dugc
cai y nghia clia sy yén binh. Bé hiu tam
cla bé khdéng yén, nhung t6i khong hiéu
réng su binh yén cla téi chi la diéu gia
tao, bGi bén dudi cai mat nudc yén binh
clia cudc sdng t6i, & nhiing mach thay
ngdm van hoai giao déng, va gidong nuéc
¢l mai hoai troi. Toi khong hiéu chinh toi,
lam th& nao t6i co thé hiéu dugc bé.

Mot ngay dep troi, tdi nhan dugc manh
thd mong manh, vd&i nét chii nghiéng
nghiéng quen thudc cha bé. Bén trong la
manh gidy in ti computer, mét cau noi
clia Hu Van thién su, vé tdm hén cua
chinh minh. Téi bdng hiéu ra, Bé hiéu
cudc séng nhiéu hon t6i. Chinh bé da biét
van ngon dén trong tdm hoén cta bé nhd
lai, dé c6 thé nhin dugc xung quanh bé
trong cai béng dém ma t6i da tung khinh
ré. Con chinh t6i, ngon dén ruc rd hao
quang, to6i da khong bi€t nhin va lugng
stic vSi chinh minh, dé chi biét cé chinh
minh t6i. Trong cai anh sang cua toi, toi
khong thé nhin thay dudc xung quanh. Va
téi quén rang cudc séng khéng phai chi
c6 nhu thé, va khdng ai phai di theo mot
dudng 18i nhat thiét, bdi chang co gi la
tuyét déi, va ciing chdng c6 gi la dung
hodc sai... Bé da cho t6i mét bai hoc quy
hon t6i c6 thé biét va hiéu dugc. B4t giac,
téi vo dau, "Bé oi... Tha I16i cho anh!"

To6i gap lai bé trudc ngay dam cudi
clia téi. Bé tr§ vé vGi cai vé quyén ri
thudng cé cla bé. Trong chi€c 4o dam
xanh da tr6i mém mai bay bay. Trong mét
t6i hién ra hinh bong clla moét thién than
ngay nao. Bé gobt rlia tdt ca nhiing dédu
tich hoang dai kia, dé trg lai lam dda con
ngoan clia gia dinh. Mau phan héng nhat
trén lan da trAng min mang clia ngudi con
gai dong phuong, lam tang cai vé 6ng &
von co6 cla bé. Bé I16n va gia dan hon xua,

tl trong cl chi, cho dén cach &n néi. Toi

hiéu, bé cla toi da I6n....

Téi khong hi€éu minh da néi nhiing gi,
nhung dudng nhu c6 mot sy thédng cam
giia t6i va bé, dé hiéu réng ca hai da xéa
bé nhiing vuong v&n, va da I&ng nghe tam
tu clia ngudi kia, trong suét nam nam qua.
Dudng nhu bé ciing biét dugc tam tu cla
toi bdy lau nay, nén Ian gap nay cla bé
nhu la sy thao g6 méi day cudi cung dé
tam tu t6i trd vé véi binh yén....

Bé 6m tbi chia tay, cung véi IGi chuc
phuc cho vg chéng téi. Trong anh mat clia
bé van thoang mot néi u udn nao dé khé
hiu, nhung t6i hiéu rd, bé vui mling, va
hai long cho hanh phuc cia t6i. Cling nhu
bé da hiéu niém vui va an binh bé dem
dén cho toi phat cudi cung. Toi biét toi
s& con phai hoc ti bé nhiéu Idm. Va du
3 dau chang niia, bé s& mai mai la mot
phan clia cudc séng cla toi....

Hoang hén xudng vang 6ng trén mat
hé Bolsa Chica. Téi 6m bé mdt 1an niia.
Vong tay 6m that chat, dé nhé dén mot
c6 bé hén nhién ngay xua trong bd déng
phuc trudng thanh, va dé chia tay véi mot
quéang doi tram béng cla ca t6i 1an bé.
Trong anh nang chiéu, chiéc 40 dam nhat
mau cla bé bay phat phdi trong gid, tan
dan vao trong dam déng va nhiing lum
cay. Toéi nhon chan nhin hinh bong manh
khanh bién tu tir vao trong ldng phé, 16ng
nguc b&t chgt nhéi dau. Cai néi dau ém
& khong I5i t&, tU tU thay thé bing mot
cdm giac binh yén nhé nhe. T6i hidu toi
dang that sy tién thién than bé nhd cla
téi vao vgi cudc séng. Bé clia toi dang
that sy séng cho em.

"Bay di nhé, bé di! Em dang bay theo
cudc hanh trinh clia bé. Xin cho doi canh
clia bé muén dsi viing vang dé vugt qua
nhiing giong t6 cla cudc séng. An nhién
em! Anh chuc bé binh yén mai hoai..."
H&n 1&m b&m. Tu trong khoé mét han cay
cay. "Bay di, thién than nho cla téi..."

TU gita mat hé ém &, mot canh vac
xa xudng dép mdi, dé binh yén xoai canh
bay vé cudi chan trgi... O

Nguyén Ngoc-Quynh Thi
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QUAN PIEM — PERSPECTIVE

DEMOCRACY

Looking at the progress the USA is making in this
century we see two aspects: freedom pushes the
USA to its peak of strength, and democracy leads the

USA to its patriotic pride.

History shows us two major events. One is about
world history, and the other is about our Vietnam
history. Let us talk about world history first at this
moment. Everyone knows the great Roman Empire
had dominated the western history over hundreds
of years. The Roman Empire had possessed one
among the earliest forms of democracy. Its congress
consisted of representatives from various types of its
citizens: army, politics, business, and feudal families.
When the empire reached its fullest strength, the
congress was also observed to enjoy its fullest
experience of power. Strangely, the great men were
always from the army and fully conscious of their
roles and honestly performed their duties as "for the
country, from the people." The Roman Empire had
weaken because some army generals took charge of
power with dictatorship. Time went by. Dictatorship
won over, and its congress was then suppressed.
The outcome was clear: defeats after defeats in the
north (regions of German, Sweden to England, then
down to Spain) to the Barbarians, eastern regions fell
apart to the Arab.

Vietnam history also shares this common thing. The
Tran dynasty had shown some interests in democracy
and freedom of speech. HOI NGHI DIEN HONG was
a clear sign of democracy. Tran Hung Dao was also
an indicator of what | have defined as "the great
men". He was put in charge to lead the nation against
the Mongolian invasion. He could have overthrown
the kingdom, but he did not. He acknowledged his
duty in honest with this phrase "from the people, for
the country" in mind. That made him a great man in
history. That made Vietnam a history. The dynasty
was also observed to reach its peak of strength.

The US has also possessed such power due to
its practice of freedom of speech and democracy.
Human is unique with its own individual characteris-
tics. Let it be its own way. Let it blossom like the
flowers with all kinds of tastes, smells, and colors,
and what we observe is the beautiful picture of

human society. The USA is just that. Observing how
they are practicing their freedom of speech and their
democracy just to see how glamorous it is. Clinton,
the president, can be brought to court, not because
he commits a crime, but just because he has been
suspected to commit a crime. That is the point. Just
a suspect, not necessary a criminal. How wonderful
the freedom and democracy they are. Vietnam just
needs that to be able to regain its strength and its
place in this New World. Who is willing to perform
his, her duty in dignity? To some generals of the
Vietnam communist army: are you willing to do what
our country has asked you to do? Do not mix the
term COUNTRY with the term party!

Nay céng dan gi, qudc gia t6i héi nguy bién! O
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