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THU NGO - EDITOR NOTE

Miia he oi d viea di qua. O cdc bai bién tdp ndp vao
nhitng budi chiéu, da vdng hdn nhitng tdm than rdam
ndng. Trén khong, nhitng chii hdi du ngo ngdc tranh nhau
nhitng mdu thitc dn vun roi rdt ciia khdch du. Som mai, troi
u, sam nhu chuyén mua. Va, da thdy trén dwong, dam chiéc ld
thu ddu tién run rdy bay nghiéng trong gié.

Da thdy, trén nhitng con duong di qua, vé s6 nhitng tdm billboards
qudng cdo thoi trang he, thitc dn he, du lich he...dugc luc tuc go
xuéng. Thé vao, nhitng hinh dnh méi, cho mia tuu truong, ciia Kmart,
cia JC Penny, cia Levis's...

Da thdy, trén nhiing via he & cdc hoc khu, titng top cdc co/cdu bé diu trén
lung nhitng cdi backpack sdc s, da dang hinh ddng. Chiing tu tin trong tay
b6 me, chit khéng rut ré nhu cdu bé lan ddu dén truong trong dodn vin tuyét
voi cia Thanh Tinh ngay xua.

Pd thdy, trong khuén vién cdc truong dai hoc, réng rdn hang dai nhiing
khuon mdt tré doi ghi danh. Nhin nhitng vdng trdn phdng phiu, trong nhiing
dnh mdt sdng ngoi, hita hen nhitng miia gt chdt xdam tot dep cho nhdn
loai trong thién nién ky tdi.

S6" nay, Non Séng van danh nhitng trang/bai dep nhét dé néi vé tudi tré, va
nhitng ky niém he con tuoi réi ndng gié bién, dé hanh trang mang theo vao
nién hoc méi ciia ban, van dm dp niém vui. Phdn phéng su la trai he 98
cia THSVMN Cali cia My Hanh, ddc biét, mét bai phéng van mdt du hoc
sinh tir Viet Nam ciia Trung Pao, ghi nhanh cdc dién tién vin nghé va cdc
su kién chinh tri néi bt trong céng dong nguoi Viét tai Orange County
ciia Ta Tri va Etcetera, thoi trang véi Qué Anh, thdm thi mi nhau béi Y
Nguyén, tdn man vé Rau Mudng ciia Tit Diém, diém sdch ciia Lé Tao, Tit
vi véi Huyén Chéau, Dudi Béng Moc Lan béi Qué Anh, va cdc muc thuong
xuyén khdc ciia Non Song...

Ddc biét, s6 tdi, ky niém 10 ndm tap chi Non Soéng (1988-1998), ban doc sé
cing BBTNS tré vé nhitng ngay ddu lam bdo ciia Non Séng, vdi vo van ky
niém/giai thogi chung quanh to bdo tré ciia chiing ta.

Ciing liic s6" bdo nay lén khuén, BBT ciing dang nd liuc thuc hién tuyén tdp
Gidi Viét Vin Non Séng Lan Thit Nhdt véi 18 truyén ngdn chon loc tix hon
50 bai viét géi vé du thi, 1997.

Nhitng cd gdng trén ciia chiing t6i, nhim gdi dén ban doc nhiing uu tu, chia sé
chung. Uéc mong ban doc cé cing chiing t6i mot mdu s6, va trén nhiing chdng
duong ké'tiép ciia Non Séng, ban sé khong con thu dong & vai tro nguoi doc, ma,
dong hanh véi chiing t6i trong cong viéc giit thom tiéng Me Viét Nam.

Chiic ban gdt hdi nhitng két qud t0t dep trong mia hoc mdi, va thanh
cong trong cudc soéng bdang ndng lugng vé tdn dang tich liy trong tudi
tré ciia ban.

Than di.

Ban Bién Tdp Non Song
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Loi mé: Thoi trang c6 thé duoc vi nhu thoi tiét bén mua, luén luén thay déi nhung van theo mét dinh luat chung;
mua hé néng, mua déng lanh. Tuy nhién, c6 nhiing ndm ndng lanh that thudng, ciing cé nhiing lic troi b4t chot dé
mua sau nhiéu ndm han han... Dy Bdo Thoi Trang mong cd thé gitp dugc ban phdn nao trong viéc chudn bi cho
minh mét dédng vé mdi thich hgp cho mét mua mdi. Cing nhu ban ding dé thdi tiét xdu lam uéng phi mét ngay tét,
dung nén dé thdi trang mdi lam lu m& di nét dep sén ¢d cla ban.

HAI THAI CUC
TRONG CUNG MOT MUA THOI TRAN

Cé 1& vi mua hé via qua la khéi diém cla nhiing nét thoi
trang mdi, nén thdi trang mua thu gidi thiéu cho ching ta hai
hudéng di d6i choi nhau: Ngan hodc dai, 6m hoac rong hay xoe,
cao hoac th&p... Ca hai tuy mang nhiing dudng nét riéng biét
nhung van c6 céc dic diém chung. Vay ta hay lugc qua mot s
dang vé mgi cia mua thu xem thé ching nhu thé nao.

Khi khi hau bat dau tré lanh la khi nhiing chiéc 4o len
trd thanh mot sy mai goi. Ao len cé thé Ia dai va rong thung
thinh (tunic style-hinh 4), hay ciing c6 thé ngan va om sat
(cropped style-hinh 2). Chat vai thi rdt da dang, tu cotton,
nylon, polyester, silk, dén acrylic, ramie, wool, mohair.... Loai
vai néi bat nhat trong muia nay la cashmere, mot chat liéu min
mang v6 cung quyén rii d8i vSi kha nhiéu cac ban thudc phai
dep va tham chi 16i cudn lubn modt s6 thudc phe “khodng thich hinh 1
lam dep.” Gia ca clia nhiing chiéc 4o len cashmere nay tuy
khéng dugc “phai chang” cho 1&m, nhung ciing khong dén nbi

chi dam nhin ma khong dam mua.

Cé nhiing chiéc 4o len dugc dan béng thd sgi tho va day,
doéi khi két thanh nhiing dudng gan to (cable knit), lai c6 nhiing
4o dan sgi nhd va nhuyé&n. V& phén trang tri, nam nay cac nha
ki€u mau thdi trang gi6i thiéu nhitng dudng nét that don gian.
NE&u khdng la 4o tran mét mau thi cach trang tri cling sé rat
nhe nhang vdéi nhiing hinh vudng, hinh tron, hinh thoi.... hodc
c6 cac soc ngang véi mau sang va t8i xen k& nhau. Pa phén,
céc 4o len c6 c6 cao, hay con goi la c6 lo. Dich sat nghia thi
la cb rua (turtleneck — hinh 4), song nghe khéng dugc... dé
thuong cho may. Mét s6 khac c6 cb thuyén (boatneck-hinh 2),
c6 tron (jewel-neck), va c6 chii V cao (high V-neck). C8 vuéng
va ¢ chii V rong clia muia hé khéng con thdy nhiéu vao mua
thu nay. Ngoai ra, v6i su anh hudng cla quén 4o thé thao, 4o
c6 nén (hinh 3) va c6 day kéo phia trudc cling dang luc tuc kéo
I&n san trinh dién thdi trang sau vai nam bi lang quén.

NghT t6i 4o len ban s& c6 khuynh hudng chi nghi dén
nhiing trang phuc ngay thudng (casualwear), nhung né ciing

cé thé dudc mac di lam. Pac biét trong mau thu nay, 4o len

khéng ngdn ngai “ti€n quan” vao lanh thd clia nhiing chiéc 4o
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da hoi diém dua. Bung vay, mac mot chiéc 4o len cd cao b&ng cashmere chung vGi
vay dai cong thém mot vai ni trang thich hgp, ban cé thé tu tin budc vao bat cu bia
tiéc sang trong nao ma ban cé dip tham dy. D& thém phan Iong lay, nhiing chiéc 4o len
danh cho budi t6i thudng dugc may bing vai bong (glossy look) hodc cé dinh nhiing hat
cudm, hat da nho 16ng lanh (hinh 1).

Da néi dén 4o thi phai néi t6i quan. QA nhé ngay xua khi con bé, vao céi thdi budi
kho khan, me thudng may cho méy anh chi em QA nhiing chiéc quan rong dén do doi
khi s6 y mac hai chan vao cing mét 6ng ma van khong hay biét gi. Ching lai con qua
dai, cl phai xan lén hai ba g&du, méi nam lai xuéng mot nac. P&n khi cai quan ngan
tling I1&n, luc dé quen goi la kiéu quan “ché tap bay ngay khéng t6i”, nai ni mai me mdi
may cho cai qudn méi. Ay vay ma ngay & xi C& Hoa phén thinh, nhiing chiéc quén
“cho tap” dy lai a0 ao xudt hién trén cac san trinh dién thai trang mua thu (hinh 3). Céac
quan theo kiéu nay thudng dugc may bing vai cling, déi khi cé lung day rat da dugc
giGi thiéu héi mua hé.

Mac khac, nhiing chi€éc quan tay qua rong quéa dai cling dang la mot canh tranh dang
ké clia kiéu quan ngan (hinh 4). Quan tay thusng may bing vai day nhung rii va chl y&u
¢6 lung th&p, 6ng rong. Vé phan quan jeans va khaki, quan cargo (hinh 4) dang dudc gidi
vé kiéu chu y dén. Cargo la loai quan cé tdi that I6n may dap phia ngoai. Tui cé thé &
phia trudc, phia sau ho#c la hai bén héng, va thudng cé lung thap, &ng rong. Véi hai kiéu

quan ngén va dai hoan toan trai ngugc nhau nay, néu nhu mét budi sang tinh ma nao dé
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trong lic voi va, ban mat nhdm mat mé
“quo” 16n cai quan “thi€u gang tdc” cla
nhd em at, hay cai quan “rong cho mat”
clia mommy, thi ban c’ than nhién ma 6m
tap tGi I6p, khéng can phai ngai ngung lam
gi. Néu cé ai “théc méc” thi ban ci bao
miéng ma phan: “It's fashion, duh!!”

Vao mua thu va déng, ao khoac
(jacket va coat) chi€m vi tri quan trong.
Mot chi€c ao khodac dep va hgp thdi trang
s& lam bd db cla ban c6 thém gia tri gdp
bdi. Mua nay ao khoac tuu chung vao hai
nét méi tuang doi trai ngugc nhau. Nét thu
nhat 1a 4o ngén, thudng 1a khong cé cd
va cai nhiéu khuy, hodc la d&u khuy. Kiéu
nay thudng dudc mic véi 4o cao ¢ da
dudgc gidi thiéu & trén (cling la mot “trend”
clia mua nay). Nét thé hai kha dac biét
vi né dudc “nhai” theo cac 4o mac trong
phong thi nghiém (lab coat style-hinh 5).
Kiéu nay cé chiéu dai giiia 4o jacket va 4o
coat, ¢6 nhiéu khuy va tdi I6n, noi chung
kha giéng 4o lab coat that, va thudng dugc
mac véSi quan 6m. Vi la sy bét dau, khé cé
thé tién doan dugc kiu nao sé& dugc “luu
truyén” lai cho nhiing mua sau. Hy vong
Du B&o Thdi trang vao nhiing s6 tdi sé co
cau tra 16i thoa dang cho ban.

Nét dic biét nhat cla thgi trang mua
thu ma ban rat dé dang nhan ra khi lang
thang vao cac tiém quan &o I6n nhd, néi
ti€éng hay khong néi tiéng 1a vay va dam
dai. Khi néi dén hai thai cuc ngén va dai,
ban c6 thé s& lién tudng dén sy tuong
phan giGta “clin ¢8n” va “lung tung xoe”.
That ra, chiéu dai t6i thiéu cla vay dam
mua thu 1a ngang dau gdi hodc qua dau
g6i mdt chut (sorry miniskirt, you're out!).
Chiéu dai vay loai trung binh la t6i khodng
bung chan, va vay dai la qua mat ca chan.
Nhiing chiéc dam dai tham thugt (hinh 8)
khong con la "doc quyén" cla trang phuc
budi t6i nita. Ban c6 thé mac di lam thay
cho quén tay, hay di chagi thay cho quan
jeans. C6 nhiéu kiéu rat la dugc gidi thiéu
1&n nay, vi du nhu kiéu "rifa xe" (carwash).
Vay dugc xé doc thanh nhiéu miéng xép
chéng lén nhau, giéng nhu cai man chan
trong chd rlra xe ty dong ma chac han ban
da c6 doi ba 1an lai xe vao. Kiéu nay cé

thé s& lam cho may anh hai “khé th3” theo

mdi budc chan cla ban nén QA khong
Gng hd may vi sg bi... “xu”.

& ca ba chiéu dai, vay ddm tuu chung
vao hai kiu chinh: thdng va xde. Kiéu
thang thi tU trén xudng dudi cé cling mot

chiéu réng (pencil hay secretary shape-
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hinh 6), khéng cét cong nhu tir trudc dén
gi6 niia. Néu khéng may béng loai vai co
gian, kiéu nay phai cé dudng x&, chl yé&u
la & phia sau, hay x& mot bén chan. Kiéu
x& hai bén hdéng van thdy nhung khong
con 1a “new trend” nita. Dam va vay xoe
hodc 1a c6 nhiéu nép x&p déu (pleat-hinh
7) nhu vay hoc trd, hodc la cé nhun &
phan eo dé cé thé tung rong ra (ballet
skirt). Cling nhu &o len, vay va dadm mang
nhiing dudng nét rat don gian & y phuc
binh thudng va hai kiéu co hon néu la y
phuc budi t6i: c6 théu hoa, dinh hat thly
tinh, hat cudm, hat trai non (baby pearl),
hay kim tuyén léng lanh.

Tién day, QA xin gigi thiéu ban moét
kiu 4o da hoi that 1ong 1ay va quyén ri.
Kiéu &o nay cé hai I6p. Phia trong la &o
dam hai day (slipdress) ém. Phan ngoai
thudng 1a cé tay dai, may xoe theo kiéu
dubi ca (ti hong xudng gau cat vai xéo).
Piém dic biét chu trong vao phan ngoai
nay vi né dugc két theo kiéu Iugi c4 fishnet
b&ng nhiing chat liéu rat bat anh dén viia
k€ & trén. Chiéu dai tuy theo y ban chon
mién |& I&p trong ngén hon I6p ngoai la
dugc. NEu ban thich chai trd “0 tim” véi
may anh thi ban cé thé méc 16p trong mini

va I6p ngoai maxi. Tuy nhién, QA hoan



toan khong chiu trach nhiém vé nhiing
“outcome” dau do6 nhe.

N&u ban dé y sé& thady buc tranh “thdi
trang mua hé” clla QA chua dugc t6 mau.
Mau sic 1a y&u t6 chinh ma tat ca cac
ki€u thdi trang mdi, trang tri méi cho du
c6 trai ngugc nhau déu ciing sé thé hién.
Théng thudng méi mua c6 mot mau chinh
di theo séat vai thai tiét. Ban thir doan xem
mau nao la cla mau thu nam nay? Bung
vay, la mau XAM. Khoéng phai mau xam
nao cling gidong nhau. Mau than (charcoal)
la mau xam dam trong khi mau bac (silver)
thuéc xam nhat. Mau mudi tiéu khong that
suU la mau xam ma chi la den trdng tron
chung tao nén sic xam. Ngoai ra con
nhiing mau xam khac nhu xam réu, xam
xanh, xam trdng, xam tro, xam... xit... v.

v... Khi ban pht 1én trén mau xam mot

I6p nuéc bong thi ban sé dugc mau gi?
Ah hah! Mau KIM LOAI (metallic look). Bé
la ly do tai sao cac nha vé kiéu quan &o
dung nhiéu dén nhiing chat lieu c6 thé
chiéu sang dé t6 diém cho trang phuc cla
mua thu nay. N&u ban khéng thich “ruém
ra” thi ban cé thé chon mua nhiing loai vai
bong nhu satin hay silk.

Nguyén tc két hgp mau rat thudng
dudc ap dung trong thdi trang la “bat qua
tam”, t6i da chi c6 ba mau trong mot bod
dé, tinh luén phu tung di theo nhu giay, vi,
non, that lung.... Ngay ca nhiing loai vai
hoa, khi nhin ky, tdt cd cac mau ciing chi
quy vé ba hé mau chinh. Mot ngoai 1é ma
QA biét la trang phuc ki€u Hawaii vdi rat
nhiéu mau sic s& d6i choi nhau. Loai nay
chi thdy & mua hé. Vay néu nhu khi ban
diing trudc guong lam dang ma thdy minh
hoi giéng... tic k& bong, hay... ca bay
mau thi... hey! time to get change for the
season.

Va cudi cung nhung khéng kém phéan
quan trong la thdgi trang cho dbi chan yéu
quy cl@ia ban. Céc kiéu giay mdi that ra
khéng hoan toan mai ma la sy tr§ vé cla
nhiing nét ¢d xua: Mii nhon, gét nhon,
g6t cong, bit mui, bit gét, c6 quai cai....
Nhiing nét van con dudc gili la mdi tron,
mii vuéng, va goét vudng. Tuy vay, kiéu
giay clng ré ra lam hai hudng song song:
Got béng va got cao. Sy phéi hgp clia bat
ky nét nao & trén cling déu dudc chép
nhéan. Vi du nhu giay mii nhon (point-toe),
khéng hd ngon (close-toe), cé quai ra phai
sau (slingback), va got cong (curvy heel)
nhu thdy & hinh 9. Chi can ban nhé mét
diém quan trong, cho du thdi trang mua
nay c6 ca hai thai cuc di chang nia thi
doéi chan cta ban cling chi nén theo cling
mot huéng théi nhé, chi néu ma mot bén
theo gét thdp bén kia lai thich got cao thi
phién cho ban 1&m.

Mac du giay cao c8 (boots-hinh 10)
tl trudc dén gid van la kiu clia mua
lanh, ndm nay né trd thanh mot
thé phai c6 trong td cla
ban (must-have item).
C6 clia nhiing dbi
giay nay dang mudn
canh tranh véi hucu

cao cé, tlic la cang ngay cang cao thém.
Giay c¢8 cao trén dudi dau g6i bat dau
la mot nét dugc nhiéu ngudi chi y dén.
Ciing nhu céc kiu giay khac, giay cé
cao xudt hién véi cd hai loai gét. Théng
thudng, c6 cao dén mat ca dung cho quan
tay va quén jeans, nhat la loai quan co
&ng cét riéng dé di véi giay cao cd (boot-
cut leg). C6 cao t6i bung chan dung cho
vay dai 6m (vay dai x6e hay di véi giay
mii nhon gét thdp). Vay ngan di thi c8
giay s& cao lén dé bu lai. Theo y kién
riéng cltia QA thi ban nén c6 it nhat mot
doi giay cd cao, trudc 1a vi tinh chat thang
dung clia nd, sau la vi dang vé dac biét
né sé dem lai cho trang phuc cla ban.
Ciing can phai néi thém la giay clia mua
nay khong chi gii han & giay da ma c6 ca
giay vai len (flannel hay tweed.)

Phew!!! What a season! Qua la mot
mua thgi trang cé anh hudng cla... El
Nino. QA xin tom gon lai trong vai nét
chinh: Ao len cashmere ¢8 lo, quan qua
ngén hodc qua dai, dam 6m dai that dai
ho&c dam x&p nép, 4o khoac khéng cd
hodc &o “lab coat,” giay ¢ cao, va cudi
cung la MAU XAM.

QA

Sédch bao tham khao:

Marie Clarie Magazine, Mirabella Magazine,
Elle Magazine, Glamour Magazine, and
Mademoiselle Magazine
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CAMILNG

he idea of going to this camp did

not have an effect upon me until

the day | surfed into the WebPage
of NonSong magazine and especially after
the constant invitations and motivations of
Ms. D6. There have always been some
forces that stirred my eager feeling of
departing whenever | plan to go some-
where but none of them was as much as
this time.

The day was sunny and blue, the wind
on and off appeared, the streets were full
of all kinds of cars. Ms. D&, her son, Manh,
and | started to depart. | should have been
a driver on that trip but | was hesitant to
offer to help drive her car. | was afraid that
my offer would offend her so | kept silent
and let things go. The car's air-conditioner
did not drive the summer heat away but
it was much better than nothing. Sitting
in the back, | kept thinking and imagining
how excited the camp days would be. Our
car was soon immerged into the stream
of traffic and headed off the campsite
direction. | could not believe Ms. D& could
drive there since we had never been there
before. However, the spirit and curiosity
of having fun motivated me a lot. Even
though | have never been a superstitious
person, | had a sense of good things

coming our way and | felt good about the

upcoming adventures.

The sun implicitly moved itself to one
side of the sky, not directly above us as
before. And yet, that movement did not
help me at all. My whole body became
a victim for the sun as long as the car
moved. However, the fact of being heated
did not bother me much when we passed
by a mountain chain. | was lost in medita-
tion of the grandness and magnificence
of nature that | had never had a chance
to gaze at. | looked around for someone
to share the beauty of wondrous sight.
| noticed Ms. P& was very attentive to
drive. Then it occurred to me that Manh
was sharing the same moment, his head
bent forward and down as if to gaze at
the scene. But alas, | realized that he
had simply fallen asleep and his head was
bobbing to the rhythm of the car.

Being driving almost for two hours, our
car then slowly turned into 138 Freeway,
which is a very tiny and curved road.
Since we got onto such small road, | had
a feeling of riding on coasters at Magic
Mountain. We had more fun on this kind
of game, and to be safe, Ms. D§ allowed
her car to crawl at the humble speed of
approximately 30MPH. Manh and | kept
talking to Ms. D& as to keep her awake.

At this moment, | had no time to enjoy the

MEMOIRS

By Lé My Hanh

nature, but | was wor-
rying if we could drive
safely or not. Not too far
behind us, a truck was
approaching in a hurry
and yet, it had no way
to pass by us since we
took priority and there
was only one lane on
each side of the road. A
few minutes later, anoth-
er car appeared and lined up behind the
truck. The drivers of those cars must have
been complaining or yelling at us but who
would care? | was lost in my thoughts
about a song that | used to sing on camp-
ing days in Vietham, and | began to sing in
my mind, "Our street, we keep going la...
la... la..." The song was suddenly cut off
when the truck behind us passed by us in
a hurry when it was possible for the driver
to do so. We could not help laughing when
the truck driver threw an unfriendly look at
us as if to curiously know who the driver
was.

The expected minutes had finally
arrived: we pulled into Silverwood Lake
campsite. The weather was so terrible
there that none of us could avoid sweating.
| kept wondering where our campsite would
be and where the people in Viethamese
Student Association were? They should
have been there a long time prior to
our arrival but alas, nobody was there
but us. When passing by the camp gate,
the guards made us sign some kinds of
papers. Also, they let us know that we
were the pioneers, and our responsibili-
ties were to keep all parking permits and
distribute one to each incoming car. It was

past 3:30 p.m. and we were exhausted



and hungry. It would be best at that time
if | was in Orange County so | could grab
some fast foods. Not too shabby, | saw
a lot of food survival kits that Ms. D&
had already prepared in her car. | was
like being woken after having some foods
from her. We then happily recognized one
car heading toward us, and indeed, the
organizers were in it. Without any hesita-
tion, we transferred our responsibilities
with the parking permits to them. Phew!
Ms. D4 lightly sighed.

Since it was still too early to start
camping activities, we came up with a little
cute decision of exploring the lake. It took
a while for us to find it. The Silverwood
Lake was cool and peaceful. | could not
stop analyzing the position of this lake.
Surrounded by a chain of mountains, it
must have had its own histories. | wish
my grandma were there since she knew
a lot of ancient stories. | am now too old

to ask my grandma for such things but |

lake beyond. It was bluer than those |
had seen before. Ms. Do and | took turn
to take pictures for each other. It would
be better if | had a bathing suit with me
so | could immerge myself into the water.
Still, |1 decided to walk closer and closer
to the water until | recognized it has
already soaked two-third of my legs. Manh,
however, remained seated and focused on
his reading under a humble shadow of a
tree on the lakeshore. Relaxing for a while
with our feet under the water, Ms. B4 and |
got to the shadow where Manh was read-
ing. We both lay down and started some
conversations while the sun was slowly
move itself into the west horizon. The heat
seemed to lessen, the activities of people
on the lakeshore were still continuous but
we had to go back to the campsite in a
hope of joining the camp's activities.

It was almost 6 p.m. on Friday after-
noon. The bustling sense finally had arrived.

Colorful tents of all sizes appeared one

Al6... Alb... lam on gil trdt tu gium tui cai coi...!

still love the way she started with whatever
story she wanted to say, “Once upon a
year.” There was absolutely no wind to
bring coolness, nothing special to bring
freshness; the grass itself look pitiful in

the heat of hard brilliance. | looked at the

after another concurrently with the uproars
of people who tried to find a place to set up
their temporary houses. Never in my life
had | ever seen such neat and beautiful
tents like those. | was full of surprise,

“Wow!” each time a new tent appeared. |

was afraid that people around me would
look at me as an idiot so | kept my mouth
shut during the time of building up tents.
It was six years ago since | had my last
camping in Vietnam. Towards the evening,
the camp put itself on a different aspect.
Tents were then settled and people were
fighting with bathing stuffs. What a pain
for those who did not come prepared with
quarters, including myself, since they were
so worthy that each of them could be
exchanged for one and a half minutes of
showering. | had heard about paying prior
to bathing a lot, and now | myself had to
suffer. | did not have any quarter with me;
however, | had some from Ms. Dé. | finally
enjoyed the experience of taking a shower
in the desert.

The sun was leisurely dimming into the
horizon, the darkness was covering the
whole camping area, and we, the camp-
ers, had to find all ways to fight against
the onslaught of mosquitoes. There was
no way for me to distin-
guish between mosquitoes
and flies at that time since
they were all trying to beat
me up from all directions.
Insect repellent helped a lot
but it could not drive them
all away. “Are you crazy?”
shouted Manh when he
turned around and slapped
on mosquitoes. Electric
lamps had already been
lightened up. A group of
people was singing, joking
over here. Yet over there,
some other groups were
still setting up their tents.
Faraway at the bathroom
area, people lined up for
a shower. Those who have
just arrived to the camp
surrounded the registration
table to pay their camp fees. The lights
were not bright enough for me to recognize
all of the newcomers but | could still see
three of my friends: Chi (and her friend,
Van), béong, and Toan. | greeted them

with a nod and left them alone so they
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could suffer the routines that we had done
a few hours earlier. It was late at night and
dinner was not ready yet. To be safe from
dangerous mosquitoes, | crawled into our
tent, and by the way, took a look at the
stream of people passing by our tent from
all directions.

One by one, stars appeared in the sky
and bravely shined. There was no moon.
The whole campsite became invisible and
wrapped with darkness. Now and then,
a shooting star suddenly appeared and

quickly flew away. Again, dinner was not

ready and my tummy groaned with hunger.
Since Ms. D6 and Manh are vegetarians,
they had dinner ready. | joined them to
regale for a while. Luckily, a voice from
somewhere notified everybody that dinner
had finally arrived. | grabbed some foods
and felt better afterward. After being fed,
everybody was gaining energy. Guess
what? People competed each other to play
all kinds of games that they did not have
a chance to play at their hometowns. In
front of our tent, we got together to sing
and play guitar with Béng, Toan, Chi, and
Van. Our joys were cut off when Paul
ordered us not to continue since it was
rather late.

It was past midnight when | finally got
into my sleeping bag. Wearily, | closed my
eyes and dimmed into sleep. | did not know
exactly what time it was when screams,

laughs, and indescribable sounds started

from either one or many tents around us
all at once. | was lying awake for a long
time. Sleep did not come. For the rest of
the night, | turned myself in my sleeping
bag. My thoughts drifted. | did not have
any particular thought but some on and
off ones.

The second day was full of activities.
The rhythms of anthems gave us more
strength as we move toward to real games.
| was assigned to group number one. We

got together to practice some interesting

trees' shadows without any permission
from the leaders.

With respect to the games, | liked the
one that was held by Non Song magazine
the best. First of all, the advantage of trees'
shadows helped a lot to keep people's
attentions. Then, it was about puzzles that
required only some thinking and not physi-
cal energy, so less athletic people could
join. Finally, it was carefully organized.
However, if the organizers could make

more than one prize then it would be more

Tom dugc con ca goéc rui...

songs and form a name for the whole
team. Since everybody suffered mosqui-
toes' bites last night, we all came to the
decision of taking "Mudi C&n" or "Bitten
Mosquitoes" as the name. Events moved
rapidly. Paul and some other organizers
gave us various kinds of games, and
some were so strange to me. | could not
help laughing when two other teams also
named their groups as “Mubi Ruing” or
“Forest Mosquitoes” and “Mudi Xanh” or
“Green Mosquitoes”. However, our team
was not bad at all. We won some prizes in
the morning games. Even though we had
fun with all outdoor activities, | was still
scared when a member from another team
got injured from a crawling game. It was
not a too bad injury but | became more
careful sine then. The weather was so

hot that people spread themselves under

fun. We, the “Mudi Can” team got second
prize but we got no reward afterward.

My skin was sensitive with the heat
so | would rather hang around nearby our
tent than joining my team in a big game
after that. Having been distributed the Non
Song magazine by the organizers, Chi
and | competed to read the whole thing.
Hours seemed to pass quickly and we
almost finished the magazine. | joked with
Chi,

commercials first and save good stuff for

“Hey Chi, you should read all the

last since you don't have anything else but
this one.” While other people were playing
around the river, we both had fun reading
NonSong magazines. It did not mean we
were isolated people, but we could not run
for a long way like others.

Time kept passing and we were done

with the reading. Chi and | then played




cards for a while to kill time and also to
forget the heat. Not far away, a group of
NonSong organizers were huddling togeth-
er at a next tent. Amazingly we saw a dried
cuttlefish that was held by Trung. Having
such a special food at the camp was really
nice! We both whispered to each other.
Chi and | tried our best to join the group.

It was really hard to achieve the decision

because we had never talked to any of

Hoa si... mu

them. All at once | remembered a big
chip bag that was still in my tent. Having
that idea in mind, both of us decided to
sacrifice the chip bag in order to talk with
the organizers. We gradually approached
their tent. We could not resist the tempta-
tion of the fried cuttlefish. A small cute
exchange happened as expected. We
handed the chip bag to Lan who was
happily dangling on a hammock. | also

noticed the hammock was tightly fastened

between two big secular trees.

Not too long after that, we were hon-
ored to know Tam, the director of NonSong
magazine, and Dat, a contributor. The fried
cuttlefish was then cut off into pieces and
each of us took turns to wind them up.

Being for a while getting to know each
other, | risked to ask for more magazines
with an excuse that we had already read
the current issue. Tdm was nice enough
to accept my
request. He went to
his tent for a while
back

with a pile of mag-

and came

azines. Our desires
became true after-
ward. Chi and |
each had three dif-

ferent issues of

NonSong maga-
zine. Our adven-
ture from one tent
to another not only
gave us a chance to enjoy fried cuttlefish
but also gave us the advantage of a bunch
of magazines.

The shadows slowly lengthened and
the burning brilliance of the sun softened
as well. The fresh wind began to stir
desert trees, and created a musical sound.
| realized that the second day was much
more meaningful and joyful than the first
one regarding activities and weather. It
was darker and darker. A scene of people

constantly went back and forth created
an exciting noise. Over by the stove, a
group of people was washing meat, put-
ting them into a huge pot that they had
placed on a fire. Then suddenly, a familiar
voice shrilled through a loudspeaker let-
ting everybody know dinner was ready.
Extraordinarily, there was already a long
line, so | had to stand in it as soon
as possible. Behind me, the line kept
extending with an ocean of people of dif-
ferent ages and genders. People gradually
occupied a bunch of benches cross the
stove. Everybody rather focused on his or

her meal than on talking. Some people

were on the move. They moved back and
forth impatiently to look for a seat while
their hands were still busy holding bowls
which were full of foods. Dinner was soon
over.

The atmosphere was stirred up with
thousand of noisy footsteps since people
were trying to gather around a campfire.
The fire smoothly danced together with
a thousand beings. The flame clicked
the wind. It seemed to me that nobody
was missing in this event. How deeply
impressed | must have been while |
watched various kinds of shows from dif-
ferent teams, such as comedy, dancing,
and singing. There was a time that |
could not help laughing when a group of
boys tried to mimic a Miss competition.
And, there was another time that reminded

me about Vietnamese history that | have
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learned in my first grade such as, “Trong
Thiy My Chau”. The emotional scene that
made me miss my grandma more than
ever was “Hon Vong Phu.” Although it
has been a long time since my Grandma
passed away, | still wish | could hold her
and hear her stories beginning with “Once
upon a year.” A rhythm of music constantly
mixed with claps nearby made everybody
excited. The flame itself kept jumping up
and down as if to express its joy with
us. A thousand miles above us, stars
constantly twinkle upon the glorious field
where Vietnamese students were having
fun to bring the youths back to their root.
According to the organizers, it was not
a good idea to continue campfire that late,
so we had to break up after the excellent
show of Mr. Bat. Everybody was double up
with laughter. The fire was slowly fading.
Everybody spread into multiple directions
toward their tents. | was soon safely settled
inside my sleeping bag with my eyes
open. One phrase of conversation from a
tent behind us unintentionally fell into my

ears. Yet, another group faraway was sing-

ing all kinds of English songs. However,
a melodious rhythm sang by NonSong
people from the next tent with an excellent
guitar player lulled me to sleep. | had no
idea about who the singers as well as the
guitar player were, but | was like dimmed
into sleep. | had a very peaceful sleep
until a loud snore of someone nearby our
tent woke me up. It was pre-dawn. | got
up earlier than normal because it was my
last day there. | looked forward to a priest
to celebrate Sunday mass as announced
before the journey but he would never
come due to traffic problems.

One tent was pulled up over there.
Another one was again pulled up over
here, and ours was too. | did not know for
sure why some people tried to go home
early but | guessed they did have their own
excuses like | did. | had to go home by
11 a.m. to attend Sunday mass as normal.
Ms. Do had to go home early since we
went together in one car.

It was a peaceful Sunday. The sun
was rather high above us long since. We

drove out of the campsite and move toward

Nolan Ryan

cdm tinh.

Thomas Carlyle

lam.

Peter F. Drucker

vigc lam ma toi ghét.

George Burns

X o A 7 ) N A . iyd Py
Moai con nguoi deu cé gidi han ciia minh. Ban chi can phdi hiéu gidi han ciia

ban & ché nao dé doi phé véi né diing cdch.

Nguoi nao mudn lam cam dong va thuyét phuc dugc nguoi khdc thi phdi tw
cdm dong va thuyét phuc minh trude. Néu cé ai néi bing mot giong cdm

dong chdn thdt thi nguoi khdc sé ldng nghe, vi chiing ta ai ciing séng bing

Qudn 1y la lam moi viéc diing cdch; chi huy la tim dugc diing viéc dé ma

Téi tha la thdt bai trong viéc lam ma toi thich con hon la thanh céng trong

Southwest to go back to Orange County.
The campsite was soon behind us. The car
then passed by the desert after struggling
with a long curved road. Ms. Do seemed
to know the direction better so | was less
worried and remained in silence on the

back seat of her car. How sweet and

peaceful the atmosphere was outside. The
temperature must have been dropping
down compared to the pass two days. |
closed my eyes, took a deep breath, and
vividly recalled the value of the camping.
Such an unforgettable event was abso-
lutely a combination of love, support, and
encouragement of those who held the
camp, for the sake of two close and reli-
able words VIET NAM.

Of all you've ever done,
And all you've ever do...
Still the memories can come,
Ones of Silverwood Lake camp.
[ sit and watch
The fire dances...
The flames burning up
All at once
A heat heating my face
The dancing of the youths
Laughing, screaming
Here I go
Once again
I can softly taste
Love is here
High above the fire
Moonlight slowly pours upon the camp
Starlight starts shining
And touch that flame...
The rhythm of music slowly resounds
From the circle of the fire
Closing my eyes,
And slowly closing my mind.
1 felt my body as it melted away.

On that mid summers day...

August 6, 1998



tR4NG TRANG TRON TRON...

DPang n&m trong I&u thd hén theo nhiing
vat ndng nhay mua trén néc l8u thi trudng
ban t§ chic trai hé Hoang Giang tim dén
tan noi dé giao “trong trach”: Lam... ky da
trong trd chaoi I6n, can trai sinh khoi chay
cai ao tu tram mot qua tram hai. Nghe
c6 vé h&p dan, tui hang hai 6m mé dé
héa trang di thay. Mac vao, thay ky ky,
slra cach mdy ciing van cam thdy tréng
tréng lam sao i. Al Héa ra lao Giang nha
ta chi cho mugn &o td than théi, quén
mat cai..yém. Clng may vy nay thi tui
tu lo dugc.

Xiém y chinh t&, tui ding tho thdn chd
thién ha giai mat thu. Thdy ngudi nao
ciling con dang chéng, y 16n, chéng cadm
suy tu, tui bén vé chd mat nup. Chua néng
chd da nghe ti€ng chan chay rdm rap nhu
giac xam lang lam tui giat minh, tim dap
thinh thich. Mot dam 16 nhé vay quanh tui
doi...chi dudng, lai con nhat thdy Ti Tiu
Tuy ding & xa nhan nhé: “Nhu vay dau cé
dugc, 16n x0n quda.” B4 la tinh trang nay
khong kéo dai mady. Va ci nhu thé, tiing
nhém thay phién nhau dén nap mang cho
tui. Tui b4t mdi nhom phai lam tho ta tui,
néu hai long tui mgi chi duéng cho ma di
ti€p, bang khong thi tui cho ding lai do (ky
da ma, phai lam sao cho gidng chd).

Chin nhém chin bai tho, chin 1an tui cugi
ha ha. Qua la trai sinh Non Song khong
ché vao dau dudgc. Tui ¢6 nhd hét chin
bai tho, ghi xuéng day goi la chat gi do
dap lai sy nhiét tinh clia nhiing nha tho...
b&t dc di.

Nhoém 6 s dung “than tién hoa” nghe
cing... kha kha:

Trai hé c6 mot co tién

Nhan sdc mdn ma thit cé duyén

Tit than em mdc tuoi mau nding

Qua tram em roi béng bang khudng.

Nhém 2 theo thé “td td,” c& bai tho ding
16 chi:

Oi ¢6 con gdi

Mdc do tit thdn

Sao co duyén qud

Lam téi mé hon.

Nhom 9 vua than thd, viia xin x6:

Hoém nay troi ndng chang chang
Nguoi ta bdt budc lam tho khen nguoi
Xinh xinh cé gdi tit than

Mau cho qua tram déi on em nhiéu.

Nhém 5 c6 hai cau dau rat hay, nhung hai
cau sau hoi trat van thiét 1a udng:

Ddng em dep em lai cang thém dep

Bdi do tit ta duyén ddng gdi Viét Nam
Gdi mién Bdc dam dang long trong sdng
Anh nhd mdi budi diu anh gdp em.

Nhém 1 diing song that luc bat...bién thé:

Ao nit than tréng xinh xdn

Ta bay trong tuoi thdm lam sao

D6 vang xanh thdt thanh tao

Anh nhin anh thdy nén nao trong long.
Nhém 7 xuét kh&u thanh thi, tho rat chuén,
cé diéu bai nay quanh quan chi cé bdy
nhiéu:

Héi c6 md dé hong hong

Héi c6 nay da cé chong hay chua

Néu chua thi dé anh thua

Anh vé néi me anh dua em vé.

Ciing can néi thém dai dién nhém 7 ding
ra lam tho l1a "Trong Thay," c6 I& than
kh&u hai xac pham nén budi t6i chang ta
phai di hdi vg that.

Nhém 8 hinh nhu d&u tho s&n trong bung,

vUia hdi da tung ra ngay:

Tit thdn em dep vo ciung
Ao dai em mdc, moi h(ﬁng xinh xinh
Tay em cdam bit nghiéng thanh

KIEN CANG gay céng sudt doi nhd em.

Kién Cang la tén cla nhém 8, theo nhu
ngudi lam tho “khai bao.” Va ngudi nay
khong ai khac hon la 6ng vua nhiéu vg
duy nhit cla trai hé. H6i nhd chut nghen,
khong hiéu Kién Cang da cé bao nhiéu
cai chan bi gay roi, c6 con du cai nao
hay khéng?

Nhém 10, véi bai tho cé diém cao nhét,
tho chudn, nhém trat ty, va dat tho rat
that:

C6 ¢o do dé bén duong

Trong ¢é ddng ddp dé thuwong my miéu
Héi rdng c6 da bao nhiéu

Cho t6i thdu hiéu it nhiéu tinh cé.
Cubi cung, nhém 3 lam tho rat “da”:

Thadn em trdng trdng tron tron

Phdlt pho ta do siéu long anh ddy

Ao dai ¢é gdi it than

Xanh xanh dé dé phdt pho trong gié chiéu.
Tui thoat nghe ma hodng hén, tui day
ngudi minh day da banh mat ma di ta
tron tron trédng trdng y nhu cai banh...bao

chiéu. Ciing hén 1a chua bi ta ki€u nay:
Than em nhu thé banh bao

Pd tron lai trdng anh sao phdt them...

Tui nhan nhé doi phai dat lai cau dau tui
mdi cho di qua, cudi cung thi bai thg da
dudc stia lai thanh:

Than em 6m 6m gdy gdy

Thiét tha ta do siéu long anh ddy

Ao dai ¢é gdi nit than

Xanh xanh dé dé phdt pho trong gié chiéu.
Vay c6 phai la d8...tai than khéng chd.
Xong phan su, tui khoan khoai thao b
4o tU than x&p lai chd trd cho trudng
trai. Lam ky da kiéu nay ciing...nhd doi
do ché.

Ky ba Con

Ky niém Vé Véi Non Séng 9.
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