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oan cudi mot chuyén tinh thudng
12 hai nhan vat chinh s& 14y nhau.
P4m cudi t§ chiic rinh rang hai ba
ban ban ngay, c¢6 davii disco budi toi,
khédch khita md&i sd sai vai ba tram ngudi,
¢6 quay phim video, chup hinh & tiém, §
cong vién, § nha hang...Jam ky niém,
c6 banh kem ngang doc nhiéu tang, thi
banh dudc 1am biing bo, to trét bing di
thit mau sic sic sd hinh thi 1oe loet cot
dé 1én hinh cho dep chit khong cin 13y
ngon. Lic cdt bdnh c6 phdo bong, cé
champagne xit tung tée. Roi chd ré va
c6 dau sé& vong tay nhau mot cach rat
dynasty, uéng ly champagne trong khi hai
ho quan kh4ch v tay chiic mirng, va dén
chup hinh nhdy I&n lién ti€p 10a cd mit.
Dé&n dém dong phong hoa chiic, doi tin
lang va tdn nuong s€ l1é€n giudng khui
phong bi d&m tién d€ thanh to4n v4i nha
hang, du da thi mua vé ddp mdy bay di
TAy Ban Nha hudng tuin tring mit. Qua
cdp thi vt qua mdt bén @€ tinh sau, mén
nao dung dudc thi dung, bing khong géi
lai d€ danh di ddm cudi khic. Sau rét,
hai ngudi trd vé nha di cdy, song nhitng
ngay hanh phiic ém dém khong s6ng gio,
sinh con dé c4indi doi tong dudng gidng
hét nhu may truyén cd tich...thdi dai.
N&u truyén clia toi c6 mot két thiic tuong
tu nhu vay thi hin t6i da khong k€ ra
day lam chi d€ ban phai buc minh.
Nhitng chuyén tinh ndi ti€ng ma tdi
dudc doc qua thudng cé cdnh xa nhau
diy ngang trdi (Poan Tuyét), uét 4t hon
thi tdc gid bit mot trong hai ngudi phai
chét (Chuyén Tinh Lan va Diép), thé
thdm nh4't 12 cho hai ngudi ché&t hét
(Romeo va Juliet). Ma cdi ly do chét
cling dugc thd mdng hda, nhu tu ti thi

phai nhay lau hay uéng thudc doc,
bénh thi phdi bénh ung thu (Love
Story), ket 1dm thi bénh cti (Han
Mac T) ciing tam chAm ché& dudc.
Cha 1& cdi ly do chét 1a boi thyc
bdi tham dn, bi ché cdn hodc bi
phong don ganh vi dap dinh sét thie
khong dudc...thim my va romantisk
cho may! Nhung chuyén tinh ma toi
sip ké ra day khong biét phai ket thic
nhu th€ nao cho né 1am ly bi ddt. Toi
ké ra diy nhd ban gitp dum.

S6'1a nim d6, toi ra trudng Gymnas
vdi s6 di€m trung binh khd cao. Manh
biing tdi cAm trong tay chi sét vai di€m
nim, con lai bao nhiéu 12 di€m sdu,
nghia 12 t6i c6 thé xin vao bat ky nganh
nio tdi mudn. B6 me tdi vd ciing hanh
dién vé t6i, dia con trai dau long, va toi
sé 12 bi€u tugng gudng miu cho dan em
t0i sau ndy. B& t0i khuyén t6i nén chon
nganh y vi theo dng chi ¢c6 nganh nay
mdi ki€m dugc nhiéu tién va dudc xa
hoi trong vong ma thoi. O xt nay, phong
trao hoc y dang 1én cao, di d&€n diu ciing
nghe néi t6i chuyén nay giong nhu con
sot dién tif cdch diy mudi ndm. Va hién
tai hoc bac si 1a cach duy nhat d€ leo
1én nic thang danh vong trong xa hoi.
Piéu dé ciing ching la vi nim nao dén
mia thué€, nhin trong danh sich déng
thu€ thi may 6ng bac si luon din dau vé
1¢i tic. Nhu dng béc st Hoang mang bing
tr Viét Nam, qua day chi mat may nim
hoc lai d8i bing r6i m& phong mach, d&€n
gid thi tha hd hot bac. Nim nao t& té
ong ciing ki€m dugc bac triéu. P6 1a
chua k€ dén qua cip hau hi tir nhitng
ngudi ddng huong 16n tudi sau khi dugc
ong rong lugng ra on xem bé&nh ngoai
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gid lam
viéc va cudi
tudn tai tu
gia.

Nhung t6i
nghi t6i lam gi
c6 luong tdm
tir...phu, ddu dd kién nhin @€ lam viéc
v&i bénh nhin? HE thdy ndi nao c6 miu
me 12 tdi trdnh xa hang ciy s6. V4 lai,
tdi khong cé tinh quan tim nhiéu dén
ngudi khdc. N§i tudng tugng dén viéc
ngdy nao ciing phdi d&€n vin phong, bit
bénh nhan c&i quan 40 ngdi nghe ho than
thd k€ 1€ vé bénh tinh va ddi t ciia ho
12 t6i dd nhiic ddu. Thay khuyén tdi
khdng dudc nén dng néi 1dy v6i me:

— Con ngudi ta dung c ba bon nim,
ton khong bi€t bao nhiéu tién hoc tu hoc
ta mdi vao dugc y khoa, con nha nay cé
cd hoi vao thing thi lai khong mudn minh
that 1a vo phic!

Me t6i thd dai ra chiéu ti€c ré vi mat
mot difa con lam bédc si. Mt ba cling
1am bd rdu rau nhu d€ an Gi va cho bd




c6 dong minh. Nhung t6i biét, trong thAm
tAm ba thuc t& hon, mudn toi theo hoc
trudng kinh t€ d€ mai mot ngdi lam viéc
trong vin phong cia miy ngin hang.
Ching noi lam viéc nao nhan nhi nhu &
ngin hang va viéc § d6 c¢6 gi cuc hon 1a
d&€m tién (?).

L# em tdi thi khidc, ching la ngudi
trAn mit thit nén khdng c6 cdi nhin xa.
Chiing bay xii téi chon hoc v& quan 4o
mau, cdi nganh design dang hdi ra tién
ma may lic gin ddy rat thinh hanh trong
gi6i tré. Ngoai sy duong nhién 1a ki€m
dugc nhiéu tién, con thém dudc cdi Igi
kh4c khong kém phan quan trong 1a ldc
nio chiing ciing dudc xe xua quan 4o
ding mét.

Dai khdi trong nha t6i, mdi ngudi
mot y. Ai ciing thich t6i tr§ thanh mét
cdi gi d6 d€ c6 thé ki€m dugc nhiéu tién
thi thoi. K€ chuyén nay ra toi khong c6
¥ boi bac gia dinh minh. C6 1& 18i song
chit vét, bon chen mang theo tu Vi€t
Nam d3 1am bd me tdi thd'y dugc sitc
manh clia dong tién. N&€u khdng c6 tién
dit 16t Iic bo toi & ti1, néu khong c6 tién
chay chot vugt bién thi chic chin gid
nay ching tdi ciing sdng khdn khé nhu
bao nhi€u ngudi con & lai bén nha. D
hi€u va thong cdm véi bd me, nhung tdi
khong thé nao chiéu theo y hai ngudi
dugc. BSi ching bao git tdi c6 y thich
lam béc s7 hay ngdi ngn hang d&€m tién,
don gidn vay thoi!

T6i da dinh tAm don ra khdi nha khi
xin trudng mdi. Thyc ra, thinh phd
Bergen chd t6i ¢ nganh hoc nio ma
khong ¢6, nhung phai don ra ngoai tdi
mdi tip sdng tu 1ap dugc. Bergen nay
tuy ndi ti€ng thd mong nhung mua nhiéu
va thi€u noi gidi tri. Hing ngay t6i c6
bi€t 1am gi hon 13 chii ddu vio miy
quyén v3, véi lai bd me toi ciing kém
tui tdi chit1dm, diu c6 cho ra ngoai giao
du dan ddm véi chiing ban. S&ng liic ric
trong nha hoai, toi cAm thdy nghet thd
mudn ra ngoai bay nhdy ddi thanh nién
vadi hoc xa la nhitng 1y do chinh dang
qué con gi!

Ngay gia tir Bergen c6 kinh don qua
Oslo, tdi gidng nhu chim x3 16ng (dii 1a
16ng son). Toi dang rong vong tay tu tin
budc vao ddi song méi. ThE gidi trude
mit t6i mudn hinh van trang, ddi song

xa nha thit tv do khdng bi rang budc, di
dau khdi phdi xin phép bd me, mudn in
mudn ngl lic nao ciing dudc. Toi tip
song phong khodng va tu do nhu mdt sinh
vién thit thiét, miu sinh vién bt cin ddi
chi séng cho hién tai. Toi bt ddu nghe
nhac, tip tanh hiit thuéc va uéng ca-phé
cho ddm da cau chuyén.

Phong tro t6i muén ndm trong cu x4
Sogn gan trudng. S6ng xa nha ¢6 cdi cuc
12 t0i phdi ty lo 14y viéc dn udng, nhung
me tdi rat chu ddo lo ling cho dita con
trai cung phai song xa nha. Ba di 1am
sdn thic dn, chia ra tirng géi nho bo td
d4, dén bira toi chi viéc cho vao 10 mi-
cro him lai la dudc. Thid thuc, may bita
dau toi cling nhé nha 1im chd, (nhé bd
me thi it, nhé nhitng mén dn ngon cua
me thi nhiéu), nhung ban lo bao nhiéu
chuyén dn & nén tdi nao con thi gis dé
suy nghi vAn vd? Qua vai tuAn diu, cude
song méi bit ddu 6n dinh va tdi lam quen
dugc nhi€u ban Viét Nam trong trudng.
Hai ngudi ban mdi than cda t6i 1a Bdo
va Khoi.

Béo, Khoi va toi, ba tén ciing vao
dai hoc Oslo cling mdt nim va ciung G
mot cu x4 sinh vién. Ngugi Viét § cu xd
nay khong c6 bao nhi€u ngudi nén ra
vao dung mit vai ban thi ching toi trd
nén than thigt. Ong gid Bio 16n hon t6i
va Khoi c6 dén 7, 8 tudi nhung hai dita
t0i ldc goi Bdo bing tén, lic bing anh,
ltic biing dng. Goi gi thi dng ciing dé dai
chap nhan hét. Thing Khoi theo hoc
nganh héa, 6ng Béo y khoa, con toi thi
6 thl bén khu infomatikk.

Toi va thing Khoi wa néi, wa cudi,
ltic nao hai dita ciing c6 thé gidn dudc
trong khi B4o lai ti€t kiém tirng 13i néi,
Bio chi dgi hai dira toi néi sdn rdi cudi.
Thi vui cia Bdo ngoai chuyén doc sdch
Hoc Lam Nguoi clia Nguyén Hién Lé 1a
cAm dan tinh tang, giong vit duc khao
khao mot khiic nhac budn y nhu ciu “toi
ca khong hay t6i dan nghe ciling dd,” va
mit anh ldc nao ciing trim ngdm nhu
dang luu tAm suy nghi tdi chuyén gi trong
dai 1im. Trong cAu chuyén hing ngay,
Bio thudng ling nghe nhiéu hon néi
(diéu nay anh hoc dugc trong sdch day
1am ngudi). Lau lau cin d6i dé tai thi
Bdo hé miéng phun ra mot cau. N&u
ching may Bdo néi nhiéu nhu hai dita
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t0i, c6 1€ ching to6i d4 phédi ddnh nhau
s6m vi thi€u ngudi nghe va lam trong
tai nhitng khi can.

Béo dn n6i mém mdng nhu con gdi.
Ngay cd miy mon thé thao, Bdo ciing
lya toan nhitng mon vin dong nhe nhang
va... qui phdi nhu tennis, bong ban. Phin
t6i 13 dan phi thé thao mot trim phan
trim, cOn thing Khoi thi mé mon dd
banh. Vai lan thdy tdi nghiép Bdo, Khoi
xti tdi chiéu y Bdo di ddnh bong ban
cho Bdo c6 ban. Con di xem xi-né thi
Bao thudng chon nhitng phim c6 chiéu
sau, nhitng dé tai dang dugc tranh luin
trong x4 hoi, phdi vudng viu it nhi€u d&€n
lich st hodc chinh tri nhu phim JFK,
Hoffa ching han, thi BAo mdi chiu. Toi
van thudng 1y su:

— bi coi phim ma 6ng Bdo ci thich
lya nhitng phim ndi dung sdu nhu ddy
gi€ng, coi xong vé nha suy nghi dén hai
ba ngay ciing chua bi€t dao dién mudn
gi. Minh di ton tién bd ra mua vui ma
con bi ngudi ta hanh ha, bit phai suy
nghi thi khong dugc chiit nao!

Khoi dn a0 binh vyc Bio lién, hay
dé phan d6i toi thi ding hon:

— Chit khong ai nhu may chuyén lya
toan nhitng phim dim d4 action! Phim
ma d8 mau cang nhiéu, sing cang to,
ddnh nhau cang dit thi may cang cho la
hay. Minh la dan ti nan, d&n tir mdt nuSc
chié€n tranh, chiu bao nhiéu cdnh khg
chura dd hay sao ma may con mudn xem
ngudi ta déng lai?

T6i chia mii dui tdn cong thing
Khoi:

— Néi ngu nhu may ma cling né6i?
Coi phim vy mdi coi, nhitng cdm gidc
manh khdng tim dugc ngoai d¥i minh bd
tién ra mua. Nghe may néi tao tuéng
tugng nhw may da tirng sdng trong Ap
chi€n ludc, tirng mic quan xa-16n khong
giay dép, chay long nhong dudi lan mua
dan. Tao nghi 1a may chua dudc r§ cay
sting thiét 1An ndo nita 12! Tao thdy may
gia ddu réi ma tdm tinh vin nhu con nit,
ctf tim coi may phim hai hudc ré tién.
Bita ndo may mudn coi phim néi tao mot
ti€ng tao sé& diéu cho may cudi, dd ton
tién lai khdi mat cong t6i rap cho mat
thi gid.

Thing Khoi nhit dinh khong chiu
thua:



—May diéu thi bon tao phéi thot 1éc
mdi cudi ndi!

Trong hai ngudi ban, t6i mén Bio
nhiéu hon vi anh 13 ngudi c6 chi huéng
va khiém nhudng. Khong nhu thiing Khoi
rat dn a0, khodi tranh luin, hay ra vé ta
day hi€u bi€t va hdch ngim vi by v6
kéng trai ctia né. Anh song hoa ddng,
khong bao gid ra mit dan anh vdi tdi va
thiing Khoi. Nhung anh rat trim kin va
it khi thich tim su no kia.

Mot lan, tdi vo tinh bit gdp tAm gidy
trd tién postgiro cho hoi tir thién Redd
Barna. Hoi ra m&i bi€t anh dang d& dau
nudi mot dia tré md coi & Phi Chau, mdi
thdng g vao 100 kroner cho ho. Long
nhin cda anh hién qua tiing 131 néi, ci
chi nhd nhit chit khong phdi chi thuong
ngudi theo ki€u trang di€m ddi séng cho
vui nhu tdi van thdy & mdt s6 ngudi. Muia
he, ban ngay anh di lam trong mot vién
dudng lio, t8i vé& anh tham gia hoi Hong
Thap Ty lam cong tdc thuyén nguyén.
Anh nhé va nhic hoai chuyén anh dugc
may hoi tir thién gitip d trong thdi gian
G trai ti nan ¢ bén Ma-Lai. By gid cé
diéu kién, anh mudn gitip lai ngudi khac.
Anh k€ riing chinh hinh 4nh nhitng dita
tré 6m yé&u, bénh tat bén Phi Chau trén
ti-vi ¢ 1am anh quy&t dinh trg thanh bac
si. B&i ket anh hoc khong gi xuit sic
nén anh phai mat khd nhiéu nim mdi
18y di di€m vao dugc nganh nay.

Ba ching t6i khong ¢6 dé€n mot s&
thich chung vy ma thin nhau ciing la.
Nhung qua d&€n nim hoc thit ba thi toi
va thing Khoi lai dot nhién tr§ chitng
¢6 chung mot s3 thich ché&t ngudi 1a cling
dé€ y yéu mot ngudi con géi...

Nang, tén Kiéu Diém, mdi bit diu
vao trudng ndm th nha't. Thing Khoi la
dita ddu tién nhin thdy nang hom ghi
danh. N6 14t dat diéu tra tén tudi va vé
nha him hd bdo tin lién cho Bio va toi.
Thudng thi khi dé con xau, cha me nao
ciing muén tén con minh nghe phdi
hayva dep v6i hy vong vét vt duge phan
nio nhitng nét xdu bé ngoai. Thi€u gi
nhitng nang Bach Tuyé&t nhin gidng nhu
c6 ba con xa gan v6i Chung VO Diém,
hay cdc nang Poan Trang vira dit lai di
tuéng hai hang? B&i vay, nghe dén tén
Kiéu Diém t6i tu nhii khong nén ky vong
nhiéu. Thiing Khoi dién t3 chin dung

nguGi dep nghe phat...ham, nao 13 ma
lim ddng tién, ndo 1a n6i chuyén nhéng
nh&o dé thuong hét sifc, téc xda ngang
lung, mit tudi nhu hoa va tuéng td day
didn khong thi€u khong thira... Toi da qud
quen 18i chuyén thdi phdng clia thing
Khoi. Tin vao miéng thing nay thi c6
ngay di ban Iia giong. Nhung dil sao di
nita toi ciing bon chdn trong bung dit 14m,
ndn néng mudn bi€t mit clia ngudi ngoc
mdi vao trudng.

M4y ngay sau, tdi vao trudng co y
di lac qua khu Kjemi dé€ dugc dién kién

thudng cho né di€m nim cong. Tuy
nhién, né hoi chi quan chit xiu vé cdi
cdu binh phd&m “khdng thi€u khong
thira”, vi theo t6i c6 18 nang wa thich dd
in chita nhiéu chat bd sita. Du gi di nita,
cdi16i néi chuyén “bit dén anh d6” nhio
nhoet va nhe héu nhu bong gon ctia nang
da bu ddp vao khuyé&t diém nay va lam
nang nhe bét di kha nhiéu. Qua 1a cdi
nét danh chét cdi... map! Ping gin ning,
t0i chdi v4i ngd nghiéng bdi mot lyc hap
din cudn cudn, twa nhu nang 13 mot thoi
nam chim day tir tinh.

giai nhan. Qua sy dién t3 clia thing Khoi,
t6i nhan ngay ra nang dang ding x4 ré
triuéc bang thong tin, va tdi mon men dén
gan tim cdch 1am quen. Lan dau tién,
t0i thdy thing Khoi khd chinh x4c ldc ta
chian dung ngudi dep. Néu la thiy gido
luin vin clia n6 tdi sé khong ngan ngai
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Tir ngay c6 nang thi miy cin phong
trong cu x4 ron rang tung birng hin Ién.
Chiing tdi thay phién nhau t§ chic tiéc,
hét tiéc sinh nhat dén tiéc Trung Thu,
tiéc hop mit... Va thing Khoi con bay
dit ché€ ra cd tiéc don nhitng sinh vién
méi ciing nganh d€ mong loai t6i khdi



vong chién. Nhung thing Khoi mudn cua
bd lai con méc ¢d, né chi tim cédnh gan
giii ning nhung 1am sao c6 gan d€ té
tinh nhu t6i? Tinh né 6n 4o nhung gin
nang thi né nhu bi buia mé thuoc 1d, 4 &
ra toan nhitng cAu vu vd xa gin vo thudng
vo phat. N6 dugc cdi 1gi thé hon t6i 1a
hoc chung mdt nganh véi nang, tha hd
gip mit nang dé€ thd dé. Nhung bt qu4,
n6 chi c6 thé dé tro dién may man chi
bai v& ¢8 16 xi, v vit tot bung gitip nang
gidi ma'y bai tap khé hodc cho mugn bai
lam trong lab 1a clung...

O ddi ¢6 cau “But nha khéng
thiéng,” gip nhau nhiéu ddi khi lai ddm
ra nham chi c6 thé trd thanh ban thudng.
D6 la trudng hgp clia thing Khoi. Cdch
tdn gai clia thing Khoi c¢6 vé hoi klassisk-
Am tham, kién nhin- ve vin vong ngoai
cho d&n khi nao bi€t chic nang di cdm
thi n6 mdi ddm thd 10 tAm tinh. N6 lam
t6i nhé t6i con meo thi€n vd dung nha
t6i hdi con & Viét Nam. Gip chudt, meéo
ta chi von dudi chung quanh ma khong
ddm xdng vao tin cdng. Méo ta kién
nhin d&€n d6 toi nghiép. Chd chuot bi
bao vy, chay mét nhir rdi ty dong lin
quay ra chét. Toi thi khong th€, chd
truong cla toi 12 15i néi khong mat tién
mua, nén manh miéng lim! P&t dudc di
tim chua chic gi ban gip dudc ngudi néi
chuyén ngot ngao hon tdi (may dita xau
miéng lai cho ring t6i moéi mép). Thi
ho6i dan ba con gdi ai ma khong ham ngot
(cho du cdingot d6 1dm lic 1am t6i nhot
miéng). Nim dudc “chan 1y” nay thi tdi
con s¢ gi that bai?

Thing Khoi va t6i c6 chung quan
niém “chim tr6i cd nuéc” nén mac du
ca hai thing cling dang chay dua dudi
bit trdi tim nang nhung vin mdt niém
hoa nha v6i nhau. P6 hon mot mua hoc
thi thiing Khoi dudi sic & ché bd cuodc
khi bi€t nang da ngd hin vé phia toi.
Ciing may, thing Khoi thudc hang quan
tt nén khi chuyén nga ngi rdi, ching
t6i vin 1a ban, di nhién 1a khong than
nhu trudc nita. Sau nay, né ty dong rit
lui ra khdi nhém, gip nhau thi néi miy
cau chao thii tuc r6i dudng ai ndy di. Toi
ciing thong cdm vdi né. Ching 1& bit né
1& k& bén canh ding cay nhin t6i hanh
phuc bén nang?

Lim ldc yéu nang qué toi ¢d luc lao

trong md vin chuong khiém t6n cda
minh, tim vai ba ciu vidn 151 hay y dep
dé ca ngdi nang, nhung tim mai vin
khong Iya dugc cau nao vira y. Ngudi
tinh ctia 6ng Trinh Cong Son thi 6m tong
teo nhu cdnh vac, cda dng Nguyén Tat
Nhién 12 ¢6 em Bic Ky nho nhd. Ngudi
tinh t6i khong nhd, khong gy ma ciing
ching phdi Bic Ky. M4y 6ng nhac si,
dau c6 6ng nao dudc diém phic c6 dugc
ngudi yéu day din va ning ky nhu nang
clia t6i?! Nghi d&€n day toi hanh dién vo
cung va cang yéu nang hon nira.

Sau ba thang thit sy lam ngudi yéu
clia Kiéu Diém, nang ddi din tdi vé nha
chdi cho bi€t nha. Chi § cla nang la
mudn dem to6i vé nha trinh dién véi gia
dinh. Toi dd nghe nang k€ nhiéu vé gia
dinh: nang 13 dita con dau trong mot dan
bon dita, ba nang con tré nhung thudc
loai dan 6ng bdo thd. L&i suy nghi clia
ong con xua hon cd nhitng 6ng gia theo
dao Khdng chdnh gdc trén dit Giao Chi:
dan ba phdi tam tong t¢ dirc, khong c6
chuyén binh ding nhdm nhi. Tat cd
nhitng di€u 6ng da néi 1a ra 1énh va mot
khi 6ng quy€t dinh viéc gi thi dirng mong
gi ai cii lai dugc. BSi vay, tdi thip thdm
lo. L& t6i khong chi€ém dugc cdm tinh
cia 6ng thi Kiéu Diém chic gi con cd
hoi di lai v6i t61? To6i mdi ban véi nang
dé anh B3o thdp tung theo tdi d&€n nha
nang cho t6i d& khép. Tinh Bdo hién
lanh d& chiu nén nghe t6i ngd 15i 1a anh
ddng ¥ theo toi ngay.

Nghe nang k& vé gia dinh, t6i tudng
tugng chic 6ng gia nang 1am i va khé
chiu dit Iim! Pé&n khi gidp mit thi hoan
toan trdi hdn. Ba nang vui vé va hdi
chuyén luon. Nhung c¢6 cdi ddng budn
l1a 6ng chi hdi tham t6i vai cdu cho c6
1&, con bao nhiéu ciu hdi 6ng don vé
phia anh Bdo ban t6i. Ong c6 v& quan
tAim dén anh Bio, héi thim anh chuyén
hoc, chuyén viéc lam: hoc bdc si chic
1a cuc, mai mot di 1am thi nhan hon, luong
bdc si thi § nudc ndo ciing nhit (lai
luong!)...Anh Bdo khong ¢6 tinh ¥ gi v6i
con gédi chl nha nén idn ndi that dan di,
cong thém tanh 1& phép cd hitu clia anh
nén mot gia mot...sdp gid vira danh cJ
tudng vira néi chuyén ra chiéu tuong dic
1dm! Chic 1au rdi ba nang mdi tim dugc
mdt doi thii danh ¢ ngang sitc nén dng

ton Song L

hd héi thiy & va ra 1énh bit anh Bio
phdi trd lai hiu cd cho dng vao tuin tdi.

Toi c6 hoi ty 41 mot chiit vi 6ng gia
nang thién vi ra mit, 6ng t ra sian séc
anh Bdo, bd mic tdi cho ddm em cia
nang hanh ha. Pita em (t nang cit bit
tdi 1am bo, 1am ngwa cho hin cdi trong
lic nang dang phu me nang rira chén
du6i b&ép. Nhung ngim lai thi 6ng quén
toi ciing 12 di€m hay va c6 cdi 1¢i 1 toi
khdi bi 6ng tra van hach hdi nhiéu.

Toi khong suy nghi dén chuyén nay
nhiéu cho d&n hai ngiy sau nang dién
thoai sut stii bdo cho toi bi€t ring ba nang
cAm khong cho phép nang gip toi nita,
vién c¢G 1a nang phdi tip trung vao viéc
hoc. Toi dau phdi con nit ma khong hi€u
ra ring 6ng da chdm Bdo vi thdy anh
chitng chac va c6 nhiéu tuong lai hon
t0i. Bat gidc, t6i hoi hoi han vi khong
nghe 15i b t6i theo hoc nganh y dé€ dén
bay gid d& khéc d§ cudi ném thd dau
thuong.

Nhung nghi cho cling, t6i van thich
nang yéu tdi hon 12 yéu manh biing nghé
nghiép cia t6i sau nay. Toi gidn nang vi
song giita thdi dai nay ma nang con suy
nghi theo c4i ki€u “40 mic sao qua khdi
dau.” Pa thuong nhau ma sao ngudi ta
con tinh todn thi€t hon! Thdi gian quen
v6i nang tuy khong hin dai nhung di dé
t6i hiéu ring nang ching bao gid dim
cai l6i cha me trong nhitng chuyén quan
trong nay. Phuc ting di trd thanh mot
théi quen & con nguSi nang. Lau dai tinh
4i xdy ddp bay 1au bdng trong gidy phiit
sup dd, toi thAm chdn thay cho thé thdi
nhan tinh.

Buon finh, t6i 16i bd qua nha Bao cho
khuAy khda. Toi d&€n nha anh lic anh dang
stfta soan dé&n thu vién hoc chung véi ngudi
ban cling 16p. Nhin thdy guong mit dua
dédm cda t6i, anh du stic dodn riing tdi dang
¢6 chuyén budn. Anh néi vai ciu an Ui,
bdo t6i ¢ tw nhién vao trong phong dgi
anh. Anh chay qua nha tim thing ban, bio
cho né6 bi€t anh khong thé t6i rdi sé quay
vé ngay vdi toi.

DPa d&n nha anh in dim nim dé bao
nhiéu ban nén toi ra't tu nhién. T6i cdi
gidy mét mdi thd ngudi dai trén sofa.
To6i nhoai ngudi v6i tay dinh 13y cdi goi
thi mdt cudn sdch nhd bia da rdi xudng
nén nha. To mo t6i md ra xem. C6 1&



day 1a cudn nhat ky ctia anh Bdo, toi
nghi thAim. Hen gi 6ng ndi that 1a kin
ddo, it bao gid tAm sy vdi ai. Cudn sdch
nhd da vi€t hon qud nira, nhung mdi trang
chi von ven ndm ba ciu thd. Ui cha, toi
chdi v6i thi s may nim nay ma khong
bi€t. Mdy bai tho dau 1a nhitng bai tho
v€ qué huong, tho cho ddng loai. Li tho
rit tam thudng va day riy nhitng sdo ngit
quen thudc nhu “nhé ring tre gia”, “cdnh
ddng thom mili ¢é dai”, “dudng xua quen
16i mon”... Toi 1at nhanh doc ludt qua
dé&n bai thd cudi cling. Bai tho 1am toi
ngd ngang, ngac nhién. Toi 1im nhim
doc di doc lai:

Rugu doi muon udng cho say dam,

Udng dén roi giot khd mdn moi.

Pong cho day Truong Chi mot chén,

Tinh si khong ndi ciing danh thoi...

Pén nguoi 16i yéu KD.

M4y cau thd thAt ngdn lang man clia
anh 1am t6i lién tudng cdnh ngudi 1di do
c6 guong mit dc quy, si tinh nang tiéu
tho My Nuong d&€n ndi 1am trong bénh
ma chét. C6 1y nao anh Bdo dang tuong
tr Kiéu Diém ma toi khong bi€t? Bao
chi hoi thi€u thude tic ti xiu, ddu dén
ndi x4u trai nhv chang 14i do Truong Chi
ma tuyét vong viét ra bai thd nay?

Dung 1y khi bi€t Bdo say mé ngudi
yéu toi thi t6i phdi tic gidn va thu ghét
anh mdi ding. Nhung tir ddy 10ng ich ky
dang bi day vo vi tinh, t6i d0t nhién
nhuém 1ong td6i nghiép d&€n Bdo. Vi mic
cdm anh da khong dim ra mat tdn tinh
Kiéu Diém. Trong thim siu, toi ddnh gid
rat thap vé kha ning cua bd cda anh.
To6i chi quan cho ring anh chi nghi t6i
chuyén hoc, khong mang t6i chuyén yéu
duong. Nhung du c6 mang di nita thi anh
lam gi ¢6 dd ban lanh theo nang so v4i
nhitng ddi thd lich 1dm va cao rdo dep
trai nhu hai dita t6i. Thim chi, ngay dén
thing Khoi ciing khong thé nao ngd dugc
ring anh d€ long tuong tu Kiéu Diém.
N6 con vo tim dem nhirng thanh tich ctia
tran chi€n tinh dem ra k€ cho Bdo nghe
vaxin ¥ ki€n nay no.

Tudng ring tim d&€n B4o, anh sé& néi
vaicdu an Qi gidp t6i ngudi ngoai cd dién
thoai vira rdi, nao ngd toi lai khdm pha
ra ndi dau thim kin clia anh. DPa khong
bi€t thi thoi, gid 16 tdi anh cling ¢6 sau
riéng, t6i 1am sao ¢6 can ddm tdm sy

cho anh bi&t dau khd hién tai ctia minh?
DPén chirng nay, toi mdi thyc sy thim thia
dau khd mat nang cia thing Khoi ba
thang trudc day.

T6i ldo ddo dirng ddy, déng ctta
phong, 1dm liii budc ra ngoi. Bén ngoai
mdt ngay dang xuong...

Viét d€n day roi toi khong biét phai
két thiic nhu th€ nao mdi phai. BE cho
anh Bdo that tinh nang thi cling thdy i
nghiép. L& ma anh Bio that tinh, khong
thi€t tha gi d&€n chuyén hoc nita hay anh
sau ddi dai dot nhay lau ty tir thi toi mang
toi 16n doi v6i may dira tré bénh hoan
dang chd ché&t bén Phi Chau. Gid st nhu
nang ving 1&énh cha gia (néi cho c6 van
diéu chif thuc sy §ng chura gia!) chiu lam
ngudi yéu clia Bio thi it nhat Bdo, mot
trong bdn ching tdi (n€u tinh ludn thiing
Khoéi) s€ tim dugc hanh phic. Nhung
nghi t6i cdnh Bdo va nang du yé€m bén
nhau, than t6i nhv rung rdi tan nat. Toi
dau thé cam 1ong mat nang vao tay Bio?
Hon nifa, tdi bi€t nang vin yéu toi va
nhA't dinh khong bao gidf c6 thé trg thanh
ngudi yéu ctia Bio!

Hoa chiing @€ cho nang chét may ra
s& gidi quyét dugc van dé ric rdi cla
chuyén tinh tay bon nay? Nhu th€ thi cd
ba dita chiing t6i—Béo, Khoi va toi—
déu dau khd, nhung ndi khé chia ba thi
chi dau c6 mot phian ba (néu tinh theo
ki€u todn hoc). Lic d6, nhé nhung sdu
muon sé& giing kinh hon t6i. Rdi chiéu
chiéu tho thin mang hoa dén quy canh
md nang mathuong ti€c giong nhu may
truyén clia Quynh Dao. Ma vo ly, chét
lam sao dugc! Nang map manh va hong
chirng con khde hon t6i. Gid nhu chadi
trd d6 vat thi toi phdi chiu thua nang 1a
cdi chic!

N&u dé toi chét trude trong truyén
thi hgp Iyhon hét vi 6m y&u va song bira
bii ca-phé thudc 14 nhu toi thi bénh gi
ma khdng ¢6? Nhung cho toi chét di roi
ai s& thay toi ké lai cAu chuyén nay? Troi
di, t0i 161 tri qud, ban c6 cdch gi gitp tdi
vi€t cho xong chuyén tinh nay thi toi
mang on ban 1im 1dm! [

K.B.
0slo, Norway

@lon Song [}

Cii Mat

Non czo ngéng mat rhin troi

Gib u USt thé, ra roi tam can

Bao nzm theo dau dia dang

Mbt hdm cho't tinh mérh mang nbi s3u
On troi nghta dat bao Bu

Bén dudng con ngai nhip chu tif sirh
Pém nay soi lai bong mirh

Xarh xz0 rau toc: vb minh chép chiing

Luc B3t Tinh Yéu

Ta T phan o6 long dong

Yéu em sa0 ¢l ngudi trong ngudi ngoai
Nifa dém thodng tiéng chubng dai

Hoa Nghiém vo riém: hinh hai hu khéng
Yéu em: yéu lba gita dong

Yéu hoa nilii tuyt, yéu sbng véng ngudi
Yéu em: yéu néng gita troi

Yéu may thc ril, yéu doi ti bi

Yéu em, yéu & hoen mi

Phé cao dbc nli, ti khi xa nguoi

L& Tharh Churg




0 Sweet Home!

There is no place ke our sweet home
Sweet home—a love o strong, o deep
O sweet, loving home—al bluebirds wil sing

Hore is so dear—Home is so great

There is no place ke our sweet home
Home is there, one we love to meet
Horre is the emile of great sunshine

Horme is s0 warm—-Home is so sweet

There is no place ke our sweet home
Home is where the music of joy flows

Horre is mother’s love with sweet eyes

Sweet hore is where father’s affection ever grows

There is no place ke our sweet home
Horre is not merely roof and four wals
Homme is where we dl wish to live

Sweet home is happiness with phore cals

There is no place ke our sweet home
Home’s where mother rocks me in her arms
Homel there my infant lips babble “Mom, Dad”

Sweet home—the epring of magical charm

There is no place ke our sweet home
Home i where parents’ love is so deep
Home i where love runs deeper than ocean

Sweet home is “Give Pardon-Receive Peace”

There is no place ke our sweet home
Home is where someore kisses the sad tears
Home ie where the dream we dream together

Home is my heart, [ve cheriehed for years

There is no place ke our sweet home
Home is where “Mom, Dad is corring homell”
Home is laughters, dances, joyfu noises

How dear to my heart to be home

There is no place lke our eweet and loving home

Sister, M. Dao (1997)

0 Mother Rocks Me!

O mother! Rock me and rock me to rest
O mother! Rock me in your tender breast
O motherl Rock me, rock me til | fal aeleep

O mother! Rock me with your tears of love

Mother! Rock e, rock me from morning til night
Mother! You cry for fear that father shal die
Mother! No power can retahn the hero's hand
Mother! No hand can touch my Father's land

Mother! Rock e, rock e, and don't be afraid
Mother! Rock me, my father is not far away
Mother! You have taught my innocent lips to pray
Mother! Why are you sorrowfu? Why do you cry?

Mother! Rock me til | ghal return your love

Mother! Rock me to father’s footsteps so | may grow
Mother! Rock me; my father’s patriotiem | can share
Mother! Rock me to the enemy:; don’t be scared

Mother! Rock me, | swear vengeance against the enemy
Mother! Rock me to set my dear father free
Mother! Hold my hand so | can be strong

Mother! Rock me; love for dad is so profound

Mother! Rock me and hold my hand tightly
Mother! Rock me to fight and kil the tyranny
Mother! Please rock me to run a war rigks

Mother! Rock and feed me with your tender breast

Mother! Rock me; hate grows stronger; time grows shorter

Mother! Rock mme; the one we've loved is gone forever
Mother! Rock me; vengeance wil aways be in my heart

Motherl The time has come for me to depart

Patriotiem can know no death

Sister, M. Dao (1997)

omma



Amadeus

gzap

(1796 - 1791)

20 budi chiéu tht Tu cla tudn
1€ Phuc Sinh, dan ching thanh
La Ma va cdc du khdch t
phuong xa nudm nugp sip hang
vao du thanh 1€ bén trong nha
thd ¢4 Sistine (Sistine Chapel). Ngoi nha
thd ¢ kinh nay ndi ti€ng bdi nhitng biic
hoa trén tran nha cla hoa si thdi Phuc
Hung (Renaissance) Michelangelo va
nhitng budi trinh dién thdnh ca dic biét.
Chiéu hom 4y, ca doan nha thd Sistine
stta soan xudng dién bdn thdnh ca
Miserere von 12 mdt tuyét tdc chi luu

Ong Nhuf Ngoc (CSUF)

hanh trong ndi b nhirng nhac cong dudi
quyén dic Gido Hoang. Chua nhac cdng
nao tlf trudc d&€n nay ddm sao lai dé phd
bi€n ra ngoai vi s¢ bi rit phép thong
cong. Vi th€, dan chiing va cdc du khdch
khong @€ 15 co hoi du thinh ban thdnh
ca Miserere vao ngay thit Tu va thit Sdu
tuan 1& Phyc Sinh hiing nim. Trong s&
ngudi tham du c¢6 mdt du khdch thi€u
nién ngudi Ao. Cau thi€u nién rit hdo
hic, vé mat rang rd khdc thuong. Nhu
bao ngudi, cdu chd nghe ban thdnh ca bi
truyén véi su chi tim cao do.

@lon Song [F1}

Va roi, gidy phit mong dgi 4y da
dé&n. Vi nhac trudng budc ra va diéu hgp
ca doan vao vi tri. Nhitng 161 ca, lic cao
viitlic traim ling, bit dau citlén. Nhitng
be khi thi d6ng thanh, khi thi dan vao
nhau tao nén nhi¢u giai diéu du duong.
That 12 mot tuyét tdc! CAu thi€u nién
nhim nghién mit, chim chd ling nghe
va ghi nhé titng ndt nhac.

Xong thanh 1€, moi ngudi ra vé trong
niém han hoan, sidng khodi. Riéng ciu
thi€u nién voi tach khdi ddm dong rdi di
mot mach vé nha tro. Budc vao phong,
ciu vdi 14y cay biit 16ng, chim vao
nghién muc va cdm cii vi€t ngay xudng
gid'y nhitng dong nhac va cdc beé hdt clia
ban thdnh ca bi truyén Miserere. Diéu
ky thay, nhitng dong nhac tudn 1én gidy
that nhe nhang, twa hd ching dugc chép
ra tir bdn nhac gdc. Sau mdt hdi hy hody,
ciu da hoan tit ban thdo ghi lai tuyét
tdc Miserere.

Cau cam theo ban thio trd lai nha
thg Sistine vao ngay tht Sdu. Trong
khong khi ton nghiém, ca doan lai cat
ti€ng hat ban thdnh ca Miserere. Ciu
thi€u nién quy bén dugi diém nhién sita
lai vai giai diéu, thém b6t vai ndt nhac.
Khi ban thdnh ca vira ddt, cdu cling hoan
tAt bin ky Am.

Tin dén vé ban sao nay lan nhanh
trong su tram trd, thin phuc cda din
chiing. Khi dén tai ditc Gido Hoang, ngai
lién cho v&i ngudi nhac si tré tudi dén
ti€p ki€n. Sau khi nghe cdu trinh dién
ban thdnh ca bing mdt tai nghé diéu
luyén va sy am hi€u Am nhac tudng tin
dé&n ndi nhac cong trong ca doan Sistine
phdi tAm tic khen, dic Gido Hoang lién
trao tdng cAu huin chuong clia hang gido
phdm cao cap.

Ngudi nhac si tré tudi chinh 1a than
déng 4m nhac Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart (1756-1791), khi 4y mdi trac
mudi bon tudi.

W. A. Mozart sanh trudng trong mot
gia dinh nhac si. Cha cla ong la mot nhac
trudng & thi trin Salzburg, Ao Qudc. Ca
hai chi em Mozart déu dudc coi 1a thin
ddng am nhac. W. A. Mozart dugc cha
day duong cAm tir nim ba tudi. Lén sdu,
cdu bé di bat diu soan nhitng bai nhac
ngin cho duong cAm va trinh di€n nhiéu
bai khé hon cia cdc nha soan nhac duong



thdi trong nhitng budi y&n tiéc cda hoang
gia Ao. Tuy nhé tudi hon cdc nhac si
duong thdi, cdu bé khong ngai xem ho
12 ngang hang véi minh. C6 1an, trudc
khi trinh dién mdt bdn nhac mdi soan
clia nhac sin6i danh Herr Wagenseil, cau
bé da dong dac mdi dich than Wagenseil
1én san khiu... d€ gid cdc trang nhac
trong khi cdu dan.

Tai ning cia W. A. Mozart khong
dirng & nghé thuit duong cAm sic s3o,
cAu bé sdu tudi con ty tip thém vi cAm
va giy nhiéu ngac nhién thd vi cho cha
cdu va nhitng dong nghiép clia 6ng. Mot
hom, nhac si vi cam Schachtner dén tham
gia dinh Mozart vi dem theo cAy vi cam
quy nhdt cda ong d€ hoa tiu cho vui.
V&i do6i tai thinh, cAu bé W. A. Mozart
thua v6i Schachtner: “Bdc vui long xem
lai cAy vi cAm clia bdc di. N6 bi lac mat
mdt phan tdm cung dd'y!” Nhac si
Schachtner cudi x0a, khong tin. Nhung
cha cia W. A. Mozart xin 6ng dem dan
ra kiém chitng. Qua thuc, diy dan clia
nhac si Schachtner bi chiing mdt phan
tdm cung so v8i nhitng ciy dan khéc. Chi
c6é mot thi€n tai &m nhac nhu W. A.
Mozart mdi nghe dugc sy khdc biét nhd
nhoi 4y.

Trén day 12 mot s6 giai thoai vé cudc
ddi cda nhd soan nhac tai ba W. A.
Mozart. Trong vong 35 nim tai thé, dng
da @€ lai mot kho tang Am nhac khdng
16, gdm: 41 ban nhac giao hudng (sym-
phony); 27 badn sonata vi€t cho duong
cam doc tau va song tAu (piano sonata);
39 ban sonata viét cho duong cAm va vi
cAm (sonata for piano and violin); 24 t
tAu khic va 6 ngii tAu khiic cho dan day
(string quartet, string quintet); 9 ban con-
certo viét cho vi cAm (violin concerto);
12 ban concerto viét cho nhiéu loai kén
va sao (horn, bassoon, flute, oboe, clari-
net concertos); 23 ban concerto viét cho
duong cAm (piano concerto) doc tiu,
song tau, va...tam tau; 14 v& nhac kich
(opera); cung vo sO nhitng bai hat, da
khic, vii khidc, v.v.

Xét vé giai diéu, nhac clia W. A.
Mozart mang nét tré trung, tudi vui, cich
hoa Am mang ning tinh chat clia thdi
dai C8 Pién (Classical Period) vio
khodng th& ky thit 16. Xét vé tai ning,
W. A. Mozart 12 mot thién tai chua ai

thay thé dudc.

Mua hé 1a Iic chiing ta nghi ngoi,
di choi xa. Pay ciing 12 dip tot d€ chiing
ta cling thugng thitc mot vai tdc phim
trong kho ting 4m nhac cia W. A.
Mozart. Duéi day, toi xin liét ké mot s&
dia nhac (Compact Disc) va dan nhac
giao hudng c6 trinh dién nhac Mozart &
mién Nam California. Danh sich nay
con nhiéu thi€u sét, mong quy doc gid
lugng thi. Kinh chic quy vi mét ky nghi
he thodi méi. [

* Mozart: Piano Concertos Nos. 27
& 15. Svjatoslav Richter, piano. Moscow
Symphony Orchestra: Rudolf Barschai,
director. Leningrad Masters recording.

* Mozart: Arias and Duets / Selec-
tions. Donna Robin, Andrea Martin,
Capella Istropolitana, singers. Vienna
Mozart Orchestra. Naxos recording.

* Mozart: Symphonies Nos. 40 & 41
“Jupiter.” English Baroque Soloists: John
E. Gardiner, conductor. Philips recording.

* Mozart: Requiem. McNair,
Watkinson, Araiza, Lloyd, soloists. Cho-
rus and Academy of St. Martin-in-the-
Fields: Sir Neville Marriner, conductor.

* Mozart: “Coronation” Mass. Win-
chester Cathedral Choir, Academy of
Ancient Music: Christopher Hogwood,
conductor. L’ Oiseau-Lyre recording.

* Mozart: the Flute Quartets. James
Galway, flute. The Tokyo String Quar-
tet. RCA Victor “Red Seal” recording.

* Mozart: String Quintets. Arthur
Grumiaux, director. Philips recording.

*1997 San Luis Obispo Mozart Fes-
tival, San Luis Obispo (July 18-August
3). Clifton Swanson, music director.

(888)233-2787

www.mozartfestival.com

*1997-98 Season of the Pacific Sym-
phony Orchestra, Orange County. Carl
St. Clair, music director.

(714)755-5799

*1997 La Jolla Summerfest (August
15-24), San Diego. Helichiro Ohyama,
artistic director.

(619)459-3728

*1997-98 Season of the Santa Bar-
bara Symphony, Santa Barbara. Gis¢le
Ben-Dor, music director.

(805)898-9626

R 271 |

www.rain.org/~symphony

* 1997 Summer Season at the Hol-
lywood Bowl, Los Angeles (June 14-Sep-
tember 27). Esa-Pekka Salonen, music
director.

(213)850-2000

Tai Liéu Tham Khéo

1- Donoghue, Denis. “Approaching
Mozart.” On Mozart. Ed. James M. Mor-
ris. New York: Woodrow Wilson Center
Press and Cambridge University Press,
1994.

2- Niemetschek, Franz. Life of
Mozart. Trans. Helen Mautner. London:
Leonard Hyman, 1956.

3- Sadie, Stanley. Mozart. New
York:Grossman Publishers, Inc., 1965.

Ly sach \

Hai du khdch dirng lai mdt
qudn nudc bén dudng. Khi co
chiéu dai tdi, mot ngudi ndi:

— Cho t61 mot ly ca phé sira d4.

Ngudi thit hai néi ti€p:

— Tbi cling vay nhung cho cdi
ly sach nhé, cb.

Vai phit sau c6 chiéu dai
bung hai ly ca phé ra, tdi truc ban
cim 1én mot ly va héi:

— Xin 161 hai dng; ltic ndy 6ng
nao doi ly sach nhi?

Nhiéu Kinh nghigm

Mot 6ng 14i xe dung phai mot
bd hanh ngi 1an kénh xudng dudng.
Ong dau xe xu6ng d3 ngudi bi dung
ngdi day va phan trin:

— R& rang 1a 16i tai dng nhé.
To6i 141 xe chua bao gid dung ai
cd. Toi da 14i xe hai mudi nim nay
c6 rat nhiéu kinh nghiém.

Ngudi bd hanh gian dir:

—Viy anh tudng t6i khéng c6
kinh nghiém hay sao? To6i di bd
hon sdu muoi niam roi.

Trich "Chuyén Cam Dan Ba"
ciia Béng Tran Hudn

\ /




Lé, H. N.

Vdi toi, Bon Duidng |2 mat nyudi yéu nhé, 1a mat bai thd, mat biic
tranh vdi hinh anh mdt con "$cn Diidng dan 16" diing trén trién nii
cao ling nhin nang 1én, chiéu xudny, tam dnh trdng vang rdi hony

kho bang gio dong, lang nghe gid tinh t cing théng, trang diém
hang nhiing canh hoa lan, nhifng cdn mua cao nguyén ru ngi, nhiing
con sudi trong vat lam dju cdn khat...

di chon yéu diu clia toi 1a mot thi
trin nhd bé nim trong viing d6i ndi chap
chiing cla cao nguyén Lim Vién: Pon
Duong. Toi khong bi€t tai sao thi trin
nay lai mang tén 12 Pon Duong. Toi chi
bi€t ndi day trudc kia c¢6 tén goi 1a D’ran
va sau quyét dinh clia ¢cd Tong Thong
Ngo6 Pinh Diém (d8i tén tit cd cdc dia
danh qua thuén ti€ng Viét), D’ran c6 tén
mdi la Bon Duong.

Vi t61, Pon Dudng 1a mot ngudi yéu
nhd, 12 mot bai thd, mot bidc tranh véi
hinh 4nh mdt con “Son Duong don 1&”
ddng trén trién ndi cao ling nhin ning
1én, chiéu xudng, tim dnh tring vang roi
hong kho bing gié dong, 1dng nghe gié
tinh ty ciing thong, trang di€ém bing
nhitng cdnh hoa lan, nhitng cdn mua cao
nguyén ru ngli, nhitng con sudi trong vt
lam diu con khat...

Lic tdi con hoc & Sai Gon, mdi khi
ban bé ngdi ké cho nhau nghe vé qué
huong clia mdi ngudi, tdi thd'y qué huong
cla ho tr Hué€, Pa Ndng, Qui Nhon,
Bu6n Mé Thudt, Nha Trang, Pa Lat...
cho d&€n Bién Hoa, Viing Tau, Can Tho,
Ca Mau... ai ai ciing bi€t; con mdi lan
t6i n6i vé Pon Duong 12 mbi 1an tdi phdi
vé lai ban do trong tri ctia ho.

Tw ngd ba Phi Nom di vao hon 30
km, hay tir Pa Lat &6 déo D’ran qua
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T0i, Va Ky Nigm

Tram Hanh, Cau D4t ciing khodng hon
30 km, hai dudng ndy nhip vao mot ndi,
va tif ndi giao ti€p, xudi deo Ngoan Muc
dé xudng Phan Rang. Ngay nga ba duding
tinh 16 d6 1a Pon Duong yéu diu clia
t6i. BPon Duong nhu mot nhdnh lan bim
vao chac cdy: diu dang, mdc mac, khép
kin, nhung dep tuyét voi.

& cao do 1000 m, thap hon Pa Lat
nhung 4m hon nhiéu, Pon Duong nim
lot thém trong viing thung liing, d6i nii
viy quanh nhu cdnh tay me hién bao boc,
chd che. Vi dja thé d6 ma tudi tré & Pon
Duong thudng ngudc nhin mdt cich xa
xdm, lam sao “bay” vugt qua nhitng viach
ndi, thanh ddi kia d€ dat dugc udc
nguyén ndi tuong lai, va khi bay d&€n dich
10i, lai trd vé trong vong tay me.

Thi trdn Pon Duong nhé xiu, nhd
dé&n do ban khong cin di, chi ditng mot
chd, cling dii nhin thdy hé&t cd moi sinh
hoat. T nha dd chinh & nga ba d¢o D’ran
xudi vé huéng Phan Rang chi hon 100 m
12 buu dién, gin d6 12 nha 16ng chd Pon
Duong, bén canh chg 12 bén xe, mot ngay
khong qua nim chuyén di, vé. Sau lung
buu dién 1a tram x4, qua khoi tram x4
mot quing ngin 1a ciy ciu dic, bén kia
cidu 1a hét thi trdn; bt ddu vao deo
Ngoan Muc vdi bén trdi la dap Pa Nhim,
bén phdi 12 nuong riy clia cu din. Nhung
trong cdi thi trdn bé nhé d6 lai chita dung
mot ndi thi€t tha nhd nhung, mot ndi
khao khat dugc trd vé trong t6i mdi khi
phéi xa cdch Bon Duong.

Ng6i nha g, noi toi da 16n 1én, nim
tan cling trong mot con dudng nidi. PAu
dudng c6 mot cdi miéu nhd, ma ching
t6i hay 18y trom trdi cAy cting dé chia
nhau in; hay nhitng dém t6i trdi gid ma



nhit ddm con gdi, d€ rdi cudi ciing bi
ngudi 16n doa lai mot 1an that kinh hon
via, vit gid 1én cd chay. Mot bén duding
12 con sudi sau réc rdch ngdy dém, nhitng
cay ciic quy dai ctt mdi cudinim lai ving
ryc trong ning hanh, nhitng bui trim 6i
dd mau soi béng xuéng dong nudc; mot
bén dudng cao thap, rdi rdc nhitng cin
nha lup xup ctia cwdan xd Lac LAm. Pay
12 nha cda 6ng Hai dudc rao quanh biing
hang dim but kép dé 6i nhitng ngay he,
kia 1a nha ctia 6ng Cuong v6i nhitng diy
hdng tudng vi ddy nhitng hoa mau hong
phin, thom diu. Mau héng nhu doi go
md cia c6 gdi Pon Duong dang 16n,
huong thom nhu ddng vé bén 1&n, khép
kin clia con gdi mién cao, nép sau phén
dau gia dinh.

Con dudng d6, me toi dd qua lai bi€t
bao 1an @€ di xudng phd; thé ma, tir khi
c6 téi lam “huéng dao” (“Me bdng qua
day ne!”, “Pi qua rdy bip clia dng Hai,
nghe me!”, “Loi qua con sudi mot chiit
thoi, nuéc thap 1dm, me dirng sg...”, “Me
tha'y khong, dudng di gin hon nhiéu.”),
me toi lic ndo ciing “tudn theo” sy din
dudng cda toi. Ba luon nhin nai chiéu y
cdi ngd nghé ctia ngudi hudng dao, du
ring, con dudng vi th€ ma dai gan gip
doi va that 12 mét moéi vi leo 1én, tréo
xudng. Gid day me to6i khdng con nira,
con dudng lai trd nén dai vo tan...

Bu6c qua ciy ciu dugc lam bing
hai g&c thong to, bén phdi 1a vudng ao,
dugc anh t6i ngin nudce lai tir dong sudi
d€ nudi cd me, cd trdm cd...; bén trdi 1a
ménh vudn trong hong trdi, ca phé. Lén
khdi 22 bic thang dip bing dit va ngin
bic biing nhitng thanh sit g& tif dudng
ray xe Ira bé hoang, 12 ndi toa lac cla
nha t6i véi cd man nao la hoa mau phu
vay quanh. Sau lung nha la “vudn ngu
uyén” clia toi. T vudn hoa nhin ngudc
1én trién ddi 1a dudng déo D’ran. Bén
canh dudng la trudng trung hoc Pon
Duong, ma ngay ngay toi cip sdch di
hoc bing cich leo ngugc 1én ddi dé di
cho gin, khong bao gid chiu di vong
xudng dudng 16, du dén trudng ngudi
ctt 1dm lem dat cdt. Va ciing tif ngdi
trudng than yéu do, t6i da nhin ra mdt
nét dep méi clia Pon Duong qua lan
rung dong dau dvi...

C6 phdi em mang trén do bay

Mot phdn gié thoi, mot phan may

Hay la em goi mdy trong do

Réi thd cho lan do trdng bay...

(Tuong Tu — Nguyén Sa)

Pi bao nhiéu chiéu, t6i tdn ngin
ding canh hang thong bén trudng nhin
béng diang nhitng nit sinh, trong dé c6
ngudi toi thich, tha thudt ta 4o tring lic
tan trudng, dang xuéng déo vé nha...
Khong bi€t 1a ta 4o tring bay trong gid,
hay 1a suong, miy, clia Pon Dudng ci
bay bong, chdn von trong tri cdia toi mai
khong tan...

Chiéu xudng, khi 4nh ning tit dan

Bt

sau ring nui, khi nhitng lan khéi lam
modng tif nhitng ngdi nha gb dudi liing
thap vuon nhe vao khong gian 1a lic do6i
nti Pon Duong kéo “tAm chin suong”
dé€ dip. Chiéu cang lanh, Pon Dudng
cang trdi rong tim chin cho dén khi phi
kin c& minh. Lic d6 ciing 1a ldc thi trAn
dang vao con ngti... Ti€ng &ch nhdi, con
triing ni non, ti€ng mua dém, ti€ng suong
roi, ti€ng hang thong xao xac, ti€ng gié
ménh mang budn ltia qua Eo Gié... TAt
cd quyén vao nhau nhu mot bin hoa tdu
hoang dai mé hdn. To6i nim trén chiéc
giudng trong cin phong sit canh “vudn
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ngu uyén” chin kéo 1én tin cd, ghé tai
vao vich vdn d€ ling nghe 15i tinh tu
clia ndi rirng, va chim din vao gidc mong
binh yén...

Ti€ng ga gdy, chim hét, ti€ng lgn doi
in, ti€ng trau kéo cdi xay mia lam dudng
bén nha bac Ba, bio hi€u mot ngay mdi,
16i toi ra khdi gidc mong. Nhin xudng
thung liing, suong din tan, thién nhién
dang v& mot biic tranh thily mic truc
mit t6i. Ning 1én cao nhudm vang cd
thi trin trong gidng nhu mot ddi td lua
ndn na, vang 6ng, mat rugi. Trén nucong
dau nhitng ban tay dang thoin thoit hdi

14 dau. Pon Dudng c6 mot nghé thd cong
12 nudi tim to. Toi da tirng cuc khd véi
miy “con siu” gém ghi€c d6 lim. C6
nuoi tim mdi hi€u th& nao 1 “nudi tim
dn com didng”. Ping sudt cd ngay tudt
14, ma phai la thd 14 ddu banh té, khong
dudc gia qud hay non qud, ma ciling
khong dugc kho hay uét qua. Nhiéu hom
mua, 14 ngit vao phdi dem lau kho hay
hong khé méi cho tim idn dudc; néu
khong, tim sé& bi bénh. Rdi lai ditng sudt
cd ngay cdt nhé 14 cho tim dn. Tam rat
ky khéi, nén Iic nhi€éu mudi phdi mic
ming cho tim... That1a 1im chuyén. Khi



mdind, tim bé ti ti nhu con siu gao nhd,
thi 14 dau phdi cdt thit nhuyén; roi khi
tim 16n dan, 14 ciing cit 16n din. Pén
ldc tim 4n rdi, thi chju thua ludn, cd bd
cé 14 vao nong tim I3 xong. Tim in sudt
ngay dém khoéng nghi. Pém khuya tinh
mich, ti€ng tim in rao rao nhu mua rdi.
Lic tim chufn bi kéo kén 1a lic quan
trong nhit. Pinh mdt dau sdi td vao thanh
nong, tim “rdt tir trong rudt” minh ra sgi
td, vd quan quanh minh dan thanh chiéc
kén giong nhu chi€c 40 quan dé chon s§
ki€p lam tim. Lic nay con phai trdnh
lam dong manh s¢ tim giat minh s& dit
td ma chét. D&n ding ngdy phai 14y kén
thd vao nudc sdi ngay né€u khong tim sé
cin rach kén dé chui ra héa buém. Véi
ban tay khéo 1éo, ngudi thg kéo tir kén
ra sgi to 6ng 4nh rdi gdn vio gudng quay
dé kéo thanh tirng biip sdi. Phan ddu sdi
to to, tho, ta goi la diii; phan sau sgi nhd,
mém mai, ta goi 12 lua. Pugc td rdi, tim
cling da chét d€ trd ng ddi; nhung chua
hé&t dau, x4c tim 12 mdt mén dn doéc ddo
ma nhiéu ngudi s¢ 1dm khong ddm in.
b6 1a nhong.

...Ndng Sai Gon anh di ma chot mdt

B&i vi em mdc do lua Ha Dong...

(Ao Lua Ha Pong — Nguyén Sa)

To6i khong biét lua Ha Pong dep nhu
thé€ nao, chit lua Pon Duong mém mai,
béng mudt va mat rudi 1dm.

bon Duong khong c6 danh lam,
thing cdnh ndi ti€ng. Thiy dién Pa Nhim
dudc nhi¢u ngudi bi€t d€n; nhung it
ngudi bi€t Pa Nhim § Pon Duong. Hb
Pa Nhim 1a mét cénh tri tuyét m§, con
nguyén so vi dugc bdo vé rat k§ nhim
gift ngudn nudc cung cip cho mdy phat
dién. Vay d6, ma dan Pon Dudng mdi
ngay ciing chi c6 dién dugc may ti€ng
dé sinh hoat thdi, con phai ti€t kiém cho
Sai Gon du dién... dn chdi. HO Pa Nhim
xua 13 mot thung liing diy din cu &, trong
d6 c6 gia dinh t6i. Khi chinh phi Nhit
chiu xdy dyng mot tram thiy dién dé
bdi thudng chi€n tranh cho Viét Nam, ho
da chon thung liing Pa Nhim. T4t cd moi
ngudi dan déu dugc chinh phi bdi thudng
thich ddng d€ ddi nha 1én ving cao
quanh thi trdn sinh s6ng. Ho xy mdt c4i
dap ngin khdng 16 @€ chin ngudn nudc
song Pon Duong va cdc con sudi chung
quanh thung liing, bi€n thung liing thanh

mot hd chita ménh mong, sau thim. Hai
ong kim loai thit to tir Pa Nhim bing
trugt qua ndi ddi tdi Krong Pha tao ra
mdt do chénh 1éch hang trim mét nhim
dua lugng nudc vi dai tir hd chita xudng
dé chay nhitng tudc-bin phat dién.

Khung cidnh quanh hd thit 12 huyén
40, mit hd ménh mong, phing ling nhu
mot chi€c guong dugc vién quanh bing
hang hang, 16p 16p ddi thong. Suong mu
16 litng trén rirng cdy; hdi nuéc md md,
12 1a trén mit hd tao cho khung cAnh mot
vé ém dém, yén tinh ky la. Nhung nim
nao trdi mua 16n va kéo dai, moi ngudi
s& thiy dudc su ndi gidn kinh hdn clia
“mit hd tinh ling” kia. PAu diu cling 1a
nudc, trén trdi nhu trit nude, nhitng con
sudi hién hoa quanh hd nay la nhitng
dong cudng lii. Midc nudc hd 1én rat
nhanh, séng diy that cao. Khi nuéc 1€n
dé&n mitc vach d6 1a lic cu din doc hai
b3 song Pon Duong dugc 1énh phai di
chuyén 1&n viing cao dé dugc an toan.
Nudc qua vach dd, nha may phai md cira
dap tran dé x4 bSt nuc, nhiim gidm dp
sudt quéd 16n c6 thé gay v& dap. Lic d6
dap tran Bon Duong 13 mét khung canh
cuc ky hung vi. Téi da tirng ditng chon
chan dudi mua, hdi hop chitng ki€n hang
triéu, triéu mét khdi nudc tir cao dd hon
50 mét d6 4p xudng nhv vii bio ma
khong c6 mot cénh tri clia con thdc nao
¢6 thé sanh ndi. Trong khodnh khic, con
song Pon Duong, binh thudng chi 1a mét
dong sudi siu, nhd, hién hoa, nay da bién
thanh mdt dong nudc hung hian, cudén
phiing di tit c4 nhitng gi né di ngang.
T6i con nhé nim 1985, mdc nuSc Pa
Nhim cao chua titng ¢4, khi mé cta dap
tran, hai b song Pon Duong gan nhu 12
binh dia, va khdi nudc ti€p tuc trin vé
Lién Khuong, 1am sup mot phin thic
Lién Khuong, tao cho thic c6 mdt vé
dep mdi.

Nhitng ldic md dap lai 1a nhitng lic
din Pon Duong tha hd... dn cd. Bao
nhiéu 1a cd4 me, trim c6, rd phi bi nu6c
cudn ra khdi hd, quing qua ctta dip, rét
xuéng diy séng. Néu ban d&€n Pon
Duong ma thdy “nha nha c6 cd, ngudi
ngudi dn cd” 12 ban bi€t Pon Duong vira
mé clra d4p tran. Con gi tuyét hon mot
bita gdi cd4 me¢ nhim v6i rugu ngdm dau
tim, in mdt bt chdo c4 thom ngot, néng
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sot trong mdt chiéu mua gié dam dé...
Mua, gié, suong va nhitng canh rirng
chua bi khai thac tao cho Bon Dudng mot
vé dep hoang dai, dong thdi ciing sin
sinh va bdo vé mdt ngudn lan ra't phong
phi. Trong vudn ngy uyén clia toi cé bao
nhiéu 12 lan. Khong bi€t bi nhiém tinh
ai ma toi mé lan la lung. Trong nha toi
c6 ai thich trong hoa dau; chd nao ciing
chi thdy rau, dau, ca, bdp... Toi phai tu
“khai khian” d€ danh chd trong lan. Va
vi lan ma hoi 14, 15 tudi toi bi in don
bi€t bao nhiéu tran vé cdi toi tron nha,
vao nii hdi lan. Mdi thdng it nhdt mot
1an, t6i rd md’y thiing ban len 16i vao ritng
cao ndi Lac Tam, Lac Xuédn, Lac
Nghiép... d€ tim giong lan méi. Khong
giong nhu Pa Lat, mot trung tAm du lich
bi khai thic qua d9, ban tay con ngudi
stta d6i nhiéu qu4, ddi ndi Pon Duong
van con gitt dugc ban sic hoang dai.
Sudi, thdc, thong, lan ci ndi ti€p nhau
tao cho chiing t6i cdm gidc sdng khodi
vi dudc thda chi vGi thién nhién. Lic di
gdp cady hoa nao thich, ching t6i dinh
dau dé khi quay vé mdi hdi; nhung chiing
toi cling khong ddm di qud sdu vao trong
nii, vi s¢ Fulro hay bt tric do dia th&
qud cheo leo. Th€ nhung c6 mdt noi
khong bao gid ching t6i hdi du chi 1a
mothoa. D6 12 1an dang cd leo 1én nhitng
ghénh d4 dé hdi mot nhanh Huy&t Nhung
dd thim, tdi bit gdp mot manh dat bing
phéng, ngang doc chirng 40 m, nim giita
nhitng ghénh d4, day dic lan Hai. Hai
1a mot trong nhitng loai quy, hi€m clia
ho lan, chi moc trén nhitng trién d4 cao
dudc phi mot 14p dat min va 14 muc
mdng véi nim, sdu chi€c 14 mau cim
thach c¢6 vin sim moc sat mit dat. Mi
cdy vuon thing 1én mot phit hoa cao
khodng 20 cm mang mét hoa don. S§ di
hoa mang tén Hai 1a vi m6i hoa hinh
chi€c hai va nhitng cdnh hoa rit mém
mai viy quanh méi. Noi ddy du cd Van
Hai, Kim Hai, Hai V& Nit. C4 thim lan
Hai trdi ra truéc mit toi, rung rinh trong
gi6 nhu dang hon nhién dua gidn, tranh
nhanh phd sic dep clia minh. Mau sic
hoa da ryc rd lai thém ndng chi€u lén
nhitng giot suong dong trén hoa, trén 14,
trén ngon ¢d, tham réu lam téi cé6 cam
tudng nhu minh vira khdm phd ra mot
kho tang ddy ngoc nga, kim cudng trén



trién ndi Lac Xuén. Toi goi cd dam ban
1én xem, tat cd déu ngdn ngo trudc mot
cdi dep tuyét my. Chiing t6i s¢g phai pha
di su thanh binh, toan hdo d6 nén khong
ddm h4i di mot hoa nao, va ciing ddng y
nhau khong chi cho ai bi€t noi day; ma
dé6 s€ 1a “tai sdn” riéng cla ching toi.
Ctt mdi 1an di tim lan sau d6, 12 mdi lan
toi leo 1én trién ndi c6 kho ting véi ciu
than chd “Hai oi! M3 cira ra.” Ving, kho
tang ¢4 m&: ca thdi thd dai hdn nhién,
cd thoi hanh phidc cia toi, va cd cdi dep
clia di't trdi Don Duong do...

Ct¢ nhu vay sau nhiéu nam trdi, toi
c6 mdt bd suu tap hoa lan khi d6 so.
Quanh nim, vudn ngy uyén ciia toi tran
ngap hoa lan. Lap xuin véi ngay Té&t ¢d
truyén 1a nhitng diy Long Tu dai thim
thugt, ruc rd nhitng cinh hoa nhu nhung,
Kim DPiép rung rinh nhu dan budm vang
n6 dua trong ning, Huy€t Nhung dé
thim mau hanh phic, Hai nhu “d6i hia
bdy dim” budc vio chdn than tién. Muia
ha vdéi Thanh Ngoc, Mac Lan, Hong
Hoang, Y Thio mat diu, ngot ngao. Thu
vé véi nhitng cdnh Gidng Huong, Chu
Pinh, Canh Dao tim, Nhat Pi€m Hoang
budn man méc trong gié heo. Pong dén
v6i Budi Chon, Cim Bdo, Bach Di€m,
Nhat Piém Hong ué odi vi lanh 1&o...

B6n mua hoa nd quyén véi huong
14 thong, mui hoa ca phé, mui mit mia
lam dudng... da tiing lam cho tdi batkhdc
vi nhé thuong.

M4y niam tdi vé Sai Gon hoc, toi chi
trong dén he dé€ chay vé Pon Duong
ngay, dé hit 18y cdi khong khi diéu ky
d6, dé 1an tay vudt ve nhitng cdnh lan
gdy. Anh t6i di mét mdi vi nuong ray,
2i0 lai phdi chdam sé¢ vudn hoa gitim tdi
nifa, va anh s€ con san s6¢ ndé mai mai...

Chiéu cudi cuing r&i Pon Duong dé
ra di, t6i lang thang 1&€n trudng hoc. Pay
12 1an dau, va cling c6 thé 1a 14n cudi,
t6i di dudng vong xudng tinh 16 rdi 1én
trudng chit khong chay bing 1én trién
ddi nhu xua. Toi than thd ding tru6c hang
thong do 16p tdi trdng, nay thong di cao
16n hon t6i nhiéu. Khong mét béng
ngudi, ngudi xua cling khong con... Toi
da hat cho bon Duong nghe:

Ta vén cho em trén bao la ddi nuwong

Trong ménh méng chiéu suong

Giita thu vang trén déi sim trdi chin

M¢t minh ta ngdi khéc tudi tho bay

(Thu Hat Cho Nguoi)

Gi6 tir ba Nhim ciing da gdi trd lai
cho t6i 13i hat cudi:

Thoi gian nao tréi bénh bong trén
phdn nguoi

Biét ly nao khéng mudn phién trén
ddu moi

Miia vang lén biéng biéc bong chiéu roi

Nhac hoai mong ta hdt vi xa nguoi...

(Thu Hat Cho Nguoi)

Khong, t6i dang niu kéo tat ca lai
dé€ g6i ghém nhirng gi yéu dau viao hanh
trang clia minh.

Noi day nim 1975, t6i dd nhin thdy
hang ngan, hang ngan ngudi tr Ba Lat,
Pic Trong... lii lugt, bong bé& nhau xuoi
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deéo Ngoan Muc vé Phan Rang d€ chay
tron 1an séng P4. Nay chinh t6i dang co
don bd chay, bé lai con “Son Duong don
1&8” ctia t6i, bd lai cd cédi kho tang ky
niém... Toi nhu canh “hoang hac bay, bay
mdi bé troi mo” (Thu Hat Cho Nguoi)...
Gid day tit cd da xa 1im rdi, nhung
mdi lic mua ngoai trdi, mua trong toi,
lailam day 1én nhitng con séng Pa Nhim
tung trdo tring x6a qua thanh dap nhg
nhung... [
Gdn xa chiéu xudng dau qué qudn?
Pirng giuc con sdu nita séng oil...
(Vii Hoang Chuong)

(trich trong o Mot Noi Nao, vin
tuyén ciia BUI VINH PHUC)



(U AT BEN cudc SoNG

gay nay tai Hoa Ky ri't nhiéu
thanh nién thi€u l1ong tu trong.
Chiing ta dang phdi sdng trong
mdt xa hoi ba't an, diy riy
nhitng vin héa ké m lanh manh,
thi€u ving gid tri tinh thin, va tinh cdm
gia dinh ciing nhu xa hoi. Thi€u long ty
trong 12 nguyén nhan cda bao bat &n
trong xa hdi chiing ta hi€n nay. Ban cit
tudng tugng néu trong 16p hoc ching ta
¢t thodi mdi “cheating,” “chatting,” hay
trong sin trudng chiing ta thodi mai xa
rdc, ving tuc, ¢ bac khong chit e de,
ty trong. Rong hon nira, trong gia dinh,
ngoai xa hoi, trong quan hé ban be, tinh
cadm Itta d6i, thi€u long tu trong v6i chinh
minh thi 1am sao ta c6 thé ton trong dugc
nhitng ngudi chung quanh: cha me, anh
chi em, ban bé, ngudi yéu cua ta. Theo
thong ké thim do cda cdc nha xa hoi
hoc thi cac ba me ddc thian vi thanh nién
(single mothers) 12 nhitng ngudi thi€u
1ong ty trong rat trim trong. Gia dinh mot
me “doc thin” nudi con tai My 1a miu
gia dinh phat trién nhat hién nay. N&u
ho khong gip rit tim cich sita ddi thi
th& hé con cdi ho s& ra sao? Hién nay
rit nhiéu 16p hoc dudgc t8 chitc dé gitip
dd thanh nién 13y lai long ty trong. Céc
16p hoc trén dugc day bdi cac nha tim
ly hoc, cdc chuyén gia xa hdi (social
workers).

To6i xin chia xé v&i cdc ban mot tric
nghiém ma t6i suu tAm dudc trong 16p
Speech Communications clia ba gido su
Dolores Curry, M.A., mét trong nhitng
thay c6 ma toi kinh thuong nhi't tai ngodi

truong dai hoc cii cia t6i. Cudc ddi cla
ba ciing 12 tAim guong soi cho sy ¢d ging
trong cudc song clia toi. Mong ring ban
s& chia sé vdi toi vé kinh nghiém clia
ban @€ ching ta ciing hoc héi 13n nhau
hiu tao dung mdt xa hdi vui hon, ding
song hon.

Chiddn: P4nh diu “D” cho “Pting”
hoédc “S” cho “Sai” v4i nhitng cdu ban
thdy md td ding nhitng gi ban suy nghi
v€ minh.

1. Toi cdm thdy cong viéc/ hay viéc
hoc clia minh ti€n bo 12 nhd vio vin may
hon 13 sy ¢d ging clia toi.

2. Toi thudng suy nghi: “Tai sao minh
khdng thé thanh cong hon dugc nita?”

3. Toi khong tin ring minh da lam
viéc hét kha ning.

4. Toi thdy thit bai n€u khong thuc
hién dudc muc dich dé ra.

5. Khi ngudi khdc ti t€ vdi toi, toi
hay nghi ngd 1ong 5t ctia ho.

6. Khi khen ngudi khic vé diém tot
clia ho, toi thudng cdm thdy khé chiu.

7.Toi cAm thi'y khé khin khi nhin ban
hoc hay dong nghiép clia t6i dugc diém
cao, dugc khen, hay dudc ting luong bdi
Vi t0i cAm thdy minh xting ddng hon.

8. Toi khong hdn tin tudng tinh thin
c6 4nh hudng truc ti€p d€n thé chat va
su thanh cOng clia minh.

9. Khi nhitng viéc tot xdy ra vdi toi,
chiing thudng khong tdn tai lau.

10. Toi coi nhitng diéu ngudi ta ddnh
gia vé toi 1a quan trong.

11. T6i mudn 1am cho ngudi super-
visor clia tdi cAm thay hai 1ong vé toi.
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12. Toi cdm tha'y kho c6 thé truc dién
vdi 16i 1Am ctia minh.

13. Toi cdm thay rat khé chiu khi
phéi n6i thit nhitng gi ma tdi suy nghi.

14. Toi cdm thay khé khiin khi phéi
néi: “Toi ¢6 16i.”

15. To6i c¢6 théi quen chap nhin su
thay ddi trong viéc 1am mdt cich chim
chap vi toi hay sg sét.

16. “Can ci” 12 mot tir ding d€ mo
ta théi quen 1am viéc cla toi.

17. Toi thudng nghi trong dau: “Tai
sao lai phdi cd ging? Minh sé khong
thanh cong dugc.”

18. Khi c4p trén clia toi khen toi, tdi
khong tin 13i 6ng 4y hay ba ay.

19. T6i khong nghi ring cdc ban
ddng nghiép mong mudn toi ti€n bo vé
mit nghé nghiép.

20. T6i tranh nhitng ngudi ma toéi cho
ring ho khong thich toi.

21.Thdi do cla t6i ddi v6i cude song
c6 thé cai ti€n dudc.

22. Né&u t6i that1ong v6i chinh minh,
to1 hay trdch cha me da lam cho cudc
ddi toi té nhu thé nay.

23. Toi thdy khé 10ong tim cdi t6t &
moi ngudi.

24. Toi khong tin ring ngudi ta c6
thé thay ddi thai do, tinh tinh ctia ho.

25. Toi that sy khong tin ring mot
cudn sdch day lam ngudi c6 thé gitip ting
long ty trong ctia ngudi ta.

Ban haly cong cac cau Biing hay Sai lai.
SO cAu Bung..........coo........
S cAU Sai.iiieieine

N&u ban c6 trén phin nita s6 diém
12 Piing: Ban hiay nén bd ra nhiéu thdi
gian hon nita véi chinh ban, hodc véi mot
ngudi cd van dé€ suy nghi vé cudc ddi
cla ban. Hiy suy nghi tai sao ban ¢6
nhitng ¥ nghi nay. Mot céch tot nha't dé
187y lai 1ong ty trong 1a ban hay lam that
nhiéu viéc t6t, gitip dd moi ngudi va ludn
nhin d&i v6i 4nh mdt yéu thuong.

Né&u phin 16n cic ciu hdi trén déu
Sai: Ban c6 thé c¢6 mot long ty trong rat
cao va ban dang trén dudng thanh céng,
thda min trong cudc song.

Xin thanh that chic ban va mong
ring ban ludn giit vitng niém tin vao cudc
séng, vao cdi “thién”. [



- - LTS: K& tir s6 bdo nay, ban doc sé 1an lugt dugc gi6i thidu chan dung that ciia
LAM QUEN Vol mot s6 cong tac vién thudng xuyén véi TAP CHI NON SON6. Qua ting s6 bdo, giita tic
gid va ngudi doc, ching ta da khd quen thudc nhau qua nhitng but hi€u. Nhung

CONG TAC VIEN NON SONG “vin ky thanh, bat ki€n ky hinh”, bi€t tén ma ching bao gi thdy mit miii, ngudi
i ngdm ra sao. Qua nhitng dong tu bach ndy, mong riing “Lam Quen Vi Cong Tac Vién Non
. Vii twGng May hién tap 86ny” sé 1a nhip cdu thin 4i gitta ban doc gan xa va nhitng ban tré, da va dang hé&t

Etcetera hi hoa minh véi Non $dng.

TRUONG PHUGC v Nang Tho Non Song

Tén that: Truong Phudc

But hi¢u: Trong Thic, Huéng Thugng

VE cong tdc v6i NS: 20 thdng

Bién tip: Thd va Thu Ngb

Lam tho ti¥ thdi trung hoc. Thd ddc quyén ding trén bio..NON SONG!!!

Yéu cdc nha thd Tién Chién, thich tho Pudng luit

Chi ¢6 hitng 1am tho khi d€n tdoa soan Non Song

Vira hoc vira lam

Mai yéu Nang...Tho qui nén chua chiu d€ ngudi dep nao hép hon
Thich dan, hat (hét), viét,...va 1am viéc v6i Non Song

V& ban doc: Mong cdc ban doc nhdn xét va gidi thiéu ph6 bi€n cho NS.
Véi cdc cong tdc vién: Xin cling giif mai tinh than va 1ong thién chi ma

ching ta dang c6.

HE NHO

DIEP KHUC TINH YEU

Tirh yéu 1a khilc nhac khbng loi Xéc diép bubng lot dudi néing hé

Khi trém, khi bbng, lic bubng loi Tam i trién mién nhiing chii ve
Lic say, lic tirh, khi ngo ngén Mai day céch biét knbng gian cii
Quén mat thoi gian 1an A&t troi San trudng véng lang cénh bubn hoe
DB tim 8p G hoa nén rhip Ban ghé nzm yén, ngudi bui phi
Lain ho' hop téu diéu choi voi Hoc dudng im ang, cdi long se
Tiéu &m tharh tho4t bay czo viit Tré gbt 1ong con vuong van mai

K&t khic tirh ca dep rhat doi Truong, 10p, thﬁy, ¢b, 18n ban be

Trong Thifc

/

Ky Tégi: Vi Hoang Lan, nguoi lam
nén vé dep Non Song.
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Nhén loi moi cia Hoi Sinh Vién Viét Nam tai California State University,
Fullerton (CSUF), Tap Chi Non Séng dd cit nguoi tham dy budi hop véi cdc ban
ngay 16 thdng ndam, 1997 dé nghe tuong trinh lai ndi vu xung dot xdy ra trong hai
tudn & dau thang ndm, giita VSA CSUF va thdy Pham Tin, mét gido su day Viét
Ngit tai truong nay. CSUF la mét trong nhitng truong dai hoc l6n mién Nam
California, noi cé déng ddo sinh vién Viét Nam theo hoc. Hoi Sinh Vién Viét Nam
& day hoat dong rdt soi ndi vé cdc mdt van héa, xa hoi, chinh tri. Noi ddy, nhitng
ndm ddu thap nién 80, da cé nhitng xung dot Ion xdy ra giita thdy va tro Viét
Nam, c6 lién quan dén vdn dé chinh tri. Riéng ldn nay, Tap Chi Non Song dang
tim hiéu nhitng gi dd va dang xdy ra giita gido sw Tin va VSA CSUF. Chiing t6i
gdi dén ban doc bai phdng van sau véi nhitng nguoi cé lién quan tric tiép tdi vin
dé nay. Moi ban doc theo doi.

Xung Bot Gang Thang
Gitia Thay Tro Viét Nam Tai
Bai Hoc Fullerton

“EM KHONG TRA LAI CHIA KHOA,
THAY SE BE TAY EM”

XUNG BOT VA CANG THANG GIUA
MOT GIAO SU VIET NGU vOI MQT S0
SINH VIEN TAI DAl HOC FULLERTON

Bai cita ETCETERA, Phong Vien Tap Chi Non Sng



Phdng van Nguyén Phi

Non Song (NS): Chiing toi la phong
vién ddc biét ciia Tap Chi Non Séng dugc
cit téi ddy dé tim hi€u vé nhitng viéc dang
xdy ra gita mdt vi gido su tén Pham Tin
— day Viét Ngit ¢ Cal State Fullerton
véi mot s6 thanh vién thudéc Hoi Sinh
Vién Viét Nam & ddy. Trong dé, hai ban
Phii va Ngoc la hai nan nhédn chinh cia
nhitng loi de doa, dp ddo tinh than ciia
vi gido su trén trong cdc hoat dong cia
cdc ban doi vdi VSA. Anh Nguyén Phii,
tan Hoi Trudng VSA CSUF, nhiém ky 97—
98, xin Anh cho biét so lugc ndi vu.

Phd: Thura Anh, hai tudn qua, hdm 2
thang 5, VSA CSUF t8 chiic cudc bau
clt chitc Hoi Trudng ciing nhuw Ban Chap
Hanh Hoi nhi€ém ky 97-98 thi lic do, 12
gi® trua, thdy Tin cing mot s6 ban tré
dé&n phong hop, theo nhu Phi dugc biét
thi chi c6 mot sd ban theo hoc § Cal State
Fullerton ma thoi. Thdy Tin vd nhém
ngudi nay ngin cdn cudc biu ctt dang
ti€n hanh clia ching em. Ho cho ring
can c6 mdt cudc bau cir khic ma trong
d6 tat cd cdc sinh vién Viét Nam trong
trudng dugc tham gia bd phi€u. Chiing
em c6 trinh bay cho ho hiéu 1a theo diéu
1€ ctia Hoi thi chi ¢6 hdi vién chinh thifc
méi dd tu cdch biu c¥ biing 14 phi€u clia
minh. Th& nhuhg ho van cho riing ho c6
quyén chon lya ngudi 1am Hoi Trudng
VSA dai di€n cho ho trong thdi gian tdi.
Em gidi thich thém, vin dé & day hoan
toan dan chi, do su tin nhiém cla cdc
hoi vién, nhung cdc cd nhin ra ¥ng c
chitc Hoi Trudng bit budc phai qua ti€n
trinh biu ctt: phdng van, ti€p xtic v6i cic
hdi vién, v.v... Thdi gian chu&n bi it nhat
tir 3 cho tdi 4 tudn. Trong s6 ho, khong
ai qua nhitng giai doan nay nén viéc dé
ct ngudi HOi Trudng trong nhém ho 1a
khong hop 1é. Ngay trong budi hop dé,
thay Tin ¢ cho quay video, 6ng yéu ciu
tui em phdi néi ti€ng Anh. Nhung thuc
ra, thi nhitng budi hop ndi bd clia cic
hoi vién Viét Nam vdi nhau tui em vin
diing ca Viét 1in Anh Ngit dé trao d6i
thdo luan. Em hoi la véi yéu ciu nay
cia Thiy, sau d6 thi em mdi bi€t dugc
1a viéc dng yéu cau néi ti€ng Anh 1a
nhim vao em. Khi 6ng ta cho chi€u lai
cuon videotape nay trong I6p Viét Ngit
ma Ong ta day (95% la sinh vién Viét

Nam), 6ng ta n6i ring: “Thay chua, Hoi
Trudng H6i SVVN ma khong biét ti€ng
Viét!” Ngoai ra dng con nhin xét vé em
in mic khong chinh t€ (quan short, 40
thua) va Ong ta cho 1a tdc phong ctia em
khong xiing lam Héi Trudng...

NS: Ong ta néi 1oi nay trude 16p,
trudc cdc sinh vién?

Phi: Da ding thé.

NS: Muc dich nhitng nhdn xét, phé
binh cd nhan Phii ciia thay Tin la gi, theo
Phu?

Phi: Em cho ring 6ng ta mudn ha
thap uy tin (Hoi Trudng) clia em véi cdc
ban, muc dich 1a dwa ra mdt nhém sinh
vién khdc ma 6ng chon. Di nhién, dng
ta ¢6 thé “control” dugc nhém nay. Vi
theo kinh nghiém cii cho thdy, ong ta
khong giy dugc dnh hudng gi vGi ban
chap hanh cii, ma Toan (Hdi Trudng) va
Ngoc (Hoi Ph6) nhiém ky qua. Ong ta
cling nghi 12 khong thé “control” dudc
em vi em ciing cung suy nghi nhu cdc
ban kia, th€ nén 6ng ta phan doi.

NS: Theo Phu, “control” la gi? Co
phdi la nhitng muc tiéu ma thdy Tin nhdm
dén ciing cung vdi nhitng hoat dong ciia
VSA la dua hoi vién di lén vdi nhitng sinh
hoat vin héa hoc tap t6t dep? Hay dng
ta c6 nhitng muc dich gi khdc?

Phi: Theo em nhin biét, 12 thiy
mudn control VSA nhim tng hd thiy
trong cdc 16p Viét Ngir. Trudc day, CSUF
chi ¢6 mot 16p Viét Ngit 101, 16p nay 1a
16p cin ban danh cho nhitng ngudi bit
didu lam quen véi ti€ng Viét. Pdi véi cic
sinh vién Viét Nam, hdu nhu ai ciing 14y
dudc “A” hét. Tui em khdng ting ho 16p
nay vi tui em can hoc nhitng ki€n thic
cao hon. C6 1& vi VSA khong ting ho thay
nhitng 16p Viét Ngit nay nén thay khong
hai long.

NS: Theo chiing toi, viéc cdc ban iing
hé thdy trong cdc 16p Viét ngit cdn bdn
la cdn thiét, vi c6 khd nhiéu ban sinh vién
qua day tic nhé, khong ranh tiéng Viét
thi nhitng 16p nay ciing bd ich cho ho
ldm chi?

Phi: Thyc t€ khong dudc nhu vay
dau Anh, vi c6 d&€n 95% sinh vién 1dy
céc 16p ti€ng Viét nay dd qud ranh ti€ng
Viét. Néu ctt ti€p tuc, em thdy rat ling
phi thdi gian, ti€n bac clia trudng, nén
chiing em khong ting ho. Tui em mudn
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thay ddi cdi nhin clia cdc gido su va sinh
vién trong trudng vé cic 16p Viét ngit
nay.

NS: Theo loi ciia Phi, chiing tdi
khdch quan cho rdng nhiing phdn iing
ciia thdy Tin vita qua la do cdc ban khong
ling ho cdc 1dp thdy day?

Phii: Phin dong cdc ban nghi vay.

NS: Chiing t6i sé cé gdng lién lac
va phéng vdn mét s6 sinh vién trong Hoi
ciing nhu cdc ban la hoc tro ciia thdy
Tin dé biét them chi tiét. Xin cdm on Phi
da danh cho chiing t6i cuéc phdng vdn
nay.

Phong van Ong Nhv Ngoc

NS: Xin Ngoc c6 dbi li vé minh ciing
nhu cdc hoat dong cia Ngoc?

Ngoc: Cdm on anh, Ngoc sinh hoat
tai VSA Cal State Fullerton dugc mot
nim nay, hién gi¢ Ngoc 1a hdi phé cia
VSA (Vietnamese Student Association)
nhiém ky 1996-1997, déng thdi Ngoc
ciing sinh hoat véi cdc anh chi bén Tong
Hoi Sinh Vién Nam California dudc 3, 4
ndm. N6i chung, Ngoc thich c4c sinh hoat
clia gidi tré, ndi Ngoc néi 1én ti€ng néi
ctia chinh minh. Ngoai ra, quén ké véi
anh, Ngoc cling 1a mot thanh vién trong
Hiép Hoi Sinh Vién & trudng CSUF (As-
sociated Students of CSUF).

NS: Voi nhitng hoat dong da dang,
phong phii nhu thé, chiing té Ngoc la mot
sinh vién ndng djng, nhiét tinh... Thé
nhung, su viéc vira xdy ra & truong giita
thay Tin va mot s6 thanh vién ciia VSA,
ddc biét trong do c6 Ngoc, Ngoc cdm
thdy sao? Xin Ngoc tém tdt nhitng gi da
xdy ra cho Ngoc?

Ngoc: Pay la viéc xdy ra hét sic
bi't ngd, 1an dau tién, khong may, Ngoc
phdi gip tinh huéng nhu th€. Anh biét
rdi, khi tham gia hoat dong, Ngoc ludn
luén mong moéi dudge déng gbp tich cuc
kha ning clia minh va cling mudn gip
dugc nhitng ngudi, nhitng t3 chitc t5t dé
hoc hdi. Th€ nhung, nhu anh da thdy,
nhiém ky nay, Ngoc la hdi ph6 VSA Cal
State Fullerton, c6 mot vi gido su tén Tin
Pham did gdp Ngoc va 6ng cé ngd y la
mudn dude 1am cd van (advisor) cho hdi
VSA... nhung tui em khong dong y vi
hién tai Hoi da ¢6 mdt cd van la cd Vo
Kim Son rdi. Sy viéc nay c6 1& di khién



thay Tin khong hai long. Riéng viéc xay
ra d&€n cho Ngoc 1a trong tuin vira qua,
Ngoc ¢6 viéc phai d€n phong thay Tin
dé 1ay chi€c chia khéa md cira phong
trién 1am ma Ngoc chiu trdch nhiém,
nhan tién Ngoc hdi receipt cia ti€n lam
banner theo tht tuc hanh chanh, nhung
ong tir chdi khong dua receipt. Ong buc
bdi va de doa Ngoc, doi 14y lai chia khéa.
Ong ta néi: “Em khong dwa lai chia khéa
cho thiy, thiy bé tay em.”

NS: Vi ¢6' vén ciia VSA, c¢6 Vé Kim
Son, ¢é ¥ kién gi khong?

Ngoc: C6 Ay ciing rit ngac nhién véi

1o vé céc su viéc dang xay ra cho em
cling nhu anh Phi.

NS: Tdp qudn cia nguoi Viét chiing
ta, nhuw Ngoc biét, la “Trong thdy mdi
duoc lam thdy,” vdy Ngoc cé nght ring
Ngoc ciing nhut VSA sé tao co hdi dé cdc
ban va thay Tin ngéi lai gidi quyét vin
dé nay trong tinh than 6n hoa?

Ngoc: Em ciing hy vong vdy. Nhung
khong biét giita thay Tin va tui em da that
su ¢ dugce sy cdm thong dé chua. Mac
khéc, tui em dang nd lyc cho cdc ky thi
cudi mila nén chua biét phai lam sao dé
c6 dudgc mot budi néi chuyén nhu vay.

Phéng vién Nguyén Truong dang phéng van Ong Nhu Ngoc,
hoi phé VSA Cal State Fullerton

nhitng 15i phat bi€u nhu trén cla thay
Tin. C6 khuyén cdc em nén binh tinh va
chd ban gidm hiéu clia trudng gidi quyét.
NS: Voi tu cdch la Hoi Pho VSA,
Ngoc c6 nghi rang VSA nén ddt ra nhiing
phuong thitc dé ngdn chdn lai nhiing tin
don cé dnh hudng xdu trong truong?
Ngoc: Tui em da tudng trinh tat ca
nhitng su viéc x4y ra véi vién trudng,
ban gidm hiéu cda trudng va yéu cau
md cudc diéu tra. Tui em ciing biét, vé
phin minh, tui em ciing bdo nhau binh
tinh, giit thdi 4o 6n hoa theo tinh than
ngudi Viét ching ta 1a kinh trong thay
0, tuy nhién tui em hy vong ring, nha
truong sé diéu tra rd viéc nay. Tui em
cling dd md cudc hop VSA dé€ gidi thich

NS: Vé phia gia dinh, ba me Ngoc
phdn ting thé nao?

Ngoc: TAtnhién Ia ciing lo 1dm, anh.
Nhung gia dinh ting ho va dong vién em
rat nhiéu.

NS: Cdm on Ngoc da trd loi nhitng
cdu héi ciia chiing toi.

Phdng Vén Hoang Qudc Khénh

Anh Hoang Qudc Khénh hién 12 Cht
Tich Tf;ng Hbi Sinh Vién Viét Nam Mién
Nam California (THSVVN Nam Califor-
nia) va Counselor tai Cal State Fullerton.

NS: Xin anh Khdnh cho biét y kién
ciia anh vé ndi vu dang dién ra tai Cal
State Fullerton ciing nhu ¥ kién cia
THSVVN Nam California?
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Khénh: Nhitng viéc xdy ra nhu anh
da bi€t, chd nhat vira qua VSA Cal State
Fullerton c¢6 dé€n THSV va yéu cdu
THSV Ién ti€ng vé viéc nay. Theo céc
anh em, thay Tin, gido su day Viét ngit
& diy da dem mot sd ngudi dén cudc
bau clt cia Hoi sinh vién. C6 nhitng yéu
cau ma ching toi nghi ring trdi vdi dicu
1& cda Hoi, ddng thdi c6 nhitng hanh
dong de doa, ddc bi€t vdi 2 cd nhan sinh
vién: anh Phi (hoi trudng VSA), va chi
Ngoc (hdi phé VSA). Ching tdi cling
dudc biét sy viéc ndy qua tJ Daily Ti-
tan, t§ bdo thudc pham vi trudng Cal
State Fullerton. Qua bai bdo, ching ta
thd'y viéc 1am cda thay Tin 12 khong
ding. Mot gido su khong nén uy hié€p
tinh than cta sinh vién, 1am cdc em sg
hii, nhat 12 nhat d8i vdi ngudi Viét chiing
ta, ong da lam dung quyén ctia mot vi
thiy dé 4p ddo cdc em. Mitkhéc, nhitng
hoat déng cda sinh vién cdc trudng 1a
nhitng hoat dong cé tinh cdch ddc 1ap,
ho bau ra mot ban chap hanh (BCH) —
BCH nay c6 trich nhiém ciing nhu quyén
han d€ huéng din cic hoat ddng cia Hon
sinh vién § diy trong cédc sinh hoat cla
trudng minh. Ching t6i cling nhu THSYV,
nhin thiy viéc lam trén clia thay Tin
hoan toan sai. Chiing t6i s€ thio mot 14
thu ghi cho ban gidm hiéu trudng Cal
State Fullerton ciing nhu cdc cd quan bdo
chi, truyén thong hitu trach d& néi 1én
quan di€m va sy bat binh clia chiing toi
vé viéc nay.

NS: Ld thu ciia THSV sé soan thdo
va gdi dén cdc noi, theo anh cé muc dich
gi?

Khéanh: THSV ¢6 trdch nhiém 12 bao
vé quyén 1¢i clia sinh vién VN mién Nam
California trong pham vi sinh hoat thudc
THSYV. Chiing toi thiy sy viéc x3y ra §
déay, khong chi v6i hai cd nhian anh Phd
va chi Ngoc, ma con dnh hudng dén ci
hdi cling nhw BCH VSA. L4 thu chiing
t6i soan ra nhim lén ti€ng phdn ddi
nhitng hanh dong cia gido su Tin, va
ddng thdi yéu ciu nha trudng thyc hién
mot cudc diéu tra hdu 1am sing té viéc
nay. VSA CSUF la thanh vién cia THSV
nén ching t6i dai dién cdc ban dua ti€ng
néi cla sinh vién d€n ban tri sy nha
truong.

NS: Theo chiing t6i biét, c6 Vo Kim



Son, ¢é' vdn ciia Hji sinh vién & day, anh
Khdnh dd lién lac voi c6 chua va xin cho
biét ¥ kién ciia c6 nhu thé nao?

Khanh: C6 V& Kim Son, ¢ vin clia
Hoi, cho biét ring ¢6 chi mudn ding &
vi th€ trung 14p vi c6 12 nhan vién cda
trudng (?) - tdt cd da c6 ban gidm hiéu
trudng gidi quyét. Tuy nhién, cd ndi sé
sdn 1ong cho sinh vién bi€t hé thong phap
ly va hanh chanh cla trudng, n€u can.
Cho dén phiit nay toi chua thd'y c6 Son
c6 ti€ng néi chinh thitc nao d€ binh luin
v& nhitng viéc x4y ra.

NS: C6 khia canh chinh tri trong ddy
hay khong?

Khdnh: Khdanh khong biét “C6 khia
canh chinh tri,” theo ciu hdi cda anh la
gi, tuy vy, nhitng viéc 1am cda thay Tin
dd 1am chia ré cédc ban sinh vién & day.
Hién tai, Khdnh thdy rd rang ranh gidi
gitta hai nhém: mdt nhém dang hoat
ddng vi Hoi va mot nhém khic c6 y db
thanh 1ap mot danh séch bat tin nhiém
cdc ban dang hoat déng trong HJi.
Khdnh tam diing 12 “hai phe” ddi khdng
khd gay git, nhu anh biét. P6 1a diéu
khong t6t cho bat ky sinh hoat nao doi
v6i mot t§ chitc. Chiing ta c¢6 thé c6 y
ki€n riéng nhung tat ca phdi dong nhat
dudi su 1anh dao ctia mot ban chap hanh
clia Hoi ma thoi. Sy chia ré gay git nhat
c6 1& 1a vao ngay ra midt BCH méi clia
Ho1i sinh vién. P2 cé trén mudi ngudi
kéo tdi cudc hop va c¢6 nhitng hanh dong
mang tich cich de doa cdc ban trong tan
ban ndy. Pd ¢6 mot s6 nhitng 14 thu nic
danh de doa la s& c6 chuyén khong may
x4y ra... Ngay ca cd nhin thay Tin ciing
da de doa bing 15i d6i vdi anh Phd, hoi
trudng mdi, 1a sé& “more trouble” trong
thdi gian sdp t6i. Tat ca nhitng di€u do 1a
sai. THSV phan ddi nhitng hanh dong d6.

NS: Hién tai dang la mua thi cit, moi
sinh vién rdt cdng thdng, bdn ron on thi.
Tuy nhién anh c6 nghi la cdc ban sé
cobudi hop sau ky thi, gita thdy Tin, cdc
ban trong ciing nhungoai VSA, va nhitng
nguoi quan tam vé viéc nay... hdu gidi
quyét van dé mot cach ém dep?

Khdnh: Theo toi thi rdt nén. VSA
nén mdi cdc ban chua hiu 16 cdc thé
ché& hoat dong ctia Hoi ciing nhu thy
Tin dé gidi thich nhitng thic mic cling
trinh bay nhin xét ctia minh dé tao cd

hdi dan x&p ém thim. Piéu Khdnh mudn
néi 1a viéc trén c6 thé xay ra cho bat ky
mot hoi VSA nao, khong riéng & CSUF.
Khénh hoan toan bat dong vé6i bat ky
mot gido su nao, § bat cit trudng nao...
ma cé nhitng hanh ddng cé tinh cach chia
ré, can tr§ cdc sinh hoat ctia sinh vién.
Toi nghi ring, véi mot gido su, trach
nhiém cta ho 1a phdi tao cd hoi, ning
d8 cdc em di nhiét tinh dan than hoat
dong xa hoi, vin héa trong mdi trudng
hoc dudng.

NS: Ban gidm hiéu truong da co
phdn iing gi cu thé chua, thua anh?

Khdnh: Theo toi biét, cdc em di bio
cdo tAt cd nhitng viéc xdy ra véi Ban
Gidm Hiéu, Vién Trudng, Khoa Trudng,
... vd ho dang ti€n hanh diéu tra.

NS: Cdc hoi sinh vién truong ban da
biétvu viéc xdy ra chua? Va anh c¢6 hanh
dong, phuong thitc nao dé cho cdc ban
aYy biét kip thoi dé hoc héi, hé tro va riit
kinh nghiém?

Khanh: Ching t6i da tri€u tdp mot
budi hop lic 1 gid chiéu nay vdi cic hoi
trudng/phé clia cic VSA lién trudng dé
thong bdo va kéu goi sy hd trg clia cdc
ban ddi véi VSA CSUF. G day, toi cAn
nhic lai 1a THSV c¢6 trach nhiém yém
trd, ting hd, va bido vé quyén 1gi clia
ngudi sinh vién. Tuy nhi€n, chiing t6i
nhan thi'y cdc ban sinh vién & cdc trudng
daihoc & day vin chua thi'y dugc quyén
1¢i cling nhu siic manh cia minh. Cac
ban sinh vién § trong VSA § Cal State
Fullerton hién nay rit hoang mang, bi
dp ddo. Cdc ban yén tdm, Ban Gidm
Hiéu cta trudng s€ bdo vé cdc ban - d6
1a trdch nhiém cia ho.

NS: Phu huynh ciia cdc ban cé phdn
ung gi?

Khdnh: Khdnh biét ho ri't phin no
vé sy viéc nay vi con em ho bi de doa,
nhat 12 vio mua thi. Nhu anh néi, ho ¢6
héi Khdnh nén lam gi? Khdnh cho biét
ho ¢6 quyén tip hop va 1én ti€ng vé6i
Ban Gidm Hiéu, doi hdi sém tién hanh
gidi quyét vin dé nay.

NS: Anh cé ¥ kién gi vé tinh hinh
chung trong khudn vién truong, nhdt la
déi vai sinh vién Viét Nam, va anh c6 1oi
nhdn nhii nao véi cdc ban trong héi VSA
& day?

Khénh: Khdnh kéu goi cdc ban trong

Qton Song [ELR

VSA CSUF binh tinh, doan két, va nhat
1a 1am viéc dva theo phdp luidt chung.
Ciing nhu kéu goi cdc ban bén ngoai Hoi
nén tham gia, im hi€u cdc hoat dong clia
Hoi dé cling bit tay nhau lam viéc chung.
Riéng thay Tin, Khanh hy vong thy sé
xem x€t lai nhitng hanh ddng ctia minh,
va ty thd'y minh can phai lam gi dé cic
hoc trd cia 6ng kinh trong 6ng nhu mét
vi thay that sy.

NS: Chiing téi, tap chi Non Song,
hoan toan dong ¥ vdi ¥ kién ciia anh
Khadnh, ciing nhu THSV, da kip thoi lén
tiéng va hé tro sinh vién VSA CSUF.
Chiing téi hy vong rdng cdc ban sinh vién
cdc truong khdc sé rit kinh nghiém va
c6 phdn iing duing ddn doi véi su viéc
tuong ty xdy ra cho hdi VSA cua truong
minh. Xin cdm on anh Khdnh.

Phong Van Mat S Hoi Vien VSA CSUF:

Nguyén Phuong: Em sinh hoat véi
VSA dudc 2 nim r6i. RAt vui, nhung diy
12 1an dau tién ching em gip chuyén
nhu vay. I was shocked!

Nguyé&n Qudc: Toi c6 du thinh mot
budi hoc v&i 16p thay Tin. N6i chung thdy
rat nhiét tinh, tuy 6ng c6 hay dia qua 10...

C4Am Thi: VSA 12 noi em rat thich
tham gia sinh hoat. Em tim thdy noi day
tinh ban, hd trg nhau trong hoc tip. Riéng
vu thiy Tin va VSA khi€n em rat hoang
mang. Em mong méi viéc trit ty trg lai.

Phdng Van Cd Vo Kim San

... Cdc em 1a sinh vién tré, 1a nhitng
tri thirc sau nay. Loi khuyén cta toi 1a,
cdc em phai hanh x& theo tu cdch clia
mot tri thitc, mot ngudi c6 hoc. Moi vin
dé gidi quy&t phdi dva trén nhitng sy kién
xéc thyc va khoa hoc. Cdc em phdi tao
dugc nhitng hinh 4nh dep vé minh, nhitng
sinh vién Viét Nam uu td. Riéng vin dé
néng héi dang x4y ra: 1€ ra nén gidi
quyét giita thay va tro, cling 1a ngudi Viét
v6i nhau, d€ tao tinh doan két giita thay
va tro trong pham vi hoc dudng.

Gido Su Pham Tin:

Ching to6i da c6 ging lién lac véi
gido su Pham Tin d€ xin dugc phdng van.
R4t ti€c, ca hai 1an 6ng déu tr chdi ti€p
xtc v6i phdng vién Non Song, véily do:
Confidential!? []



Man

Nhiing thang ndm ke tiép,

toi va em gai toi van lin
[én nhi bao diia tré Vigt
Nam khac. Nghia 12 vo
tridng noi toan tiéng My,
vé nha "thinh thodng"
chém tiéng My v tiéng
Viét. Me tdi rat hanh
dién vdi sy "thinh
thodng" da, bdi du sao
con minh ciing it ndi tiény
Mj & nha hdn nhiing difa
tré khac.

ua My dudc bén nim gia dinh
toi N mua dugec mot cin nha. Lic méi
xudt trai, ching t6i dugc mot nha thd Tin
Lanh bdo tr¢ vé § Wisconsin. Thanh ph&
nhd chi c6 mdi gia dinh t6i 12 ngudi Viét.
Ngudi ta lo cho di thit 40 quan, chén
dia, nha ctfa, ti-vi, ti lanh... Ba tdi di hoc
nghé theo chuong trinh trg cip clia chinh
pht ciing véi hai anh I6n cua t6i. Me toi
budn bdi chuyén hai anh t6i phai di hoc
nghé 1dm, vi ngudi muén may dnh di hoc
dai hoc ti€p tuc. Nhung vi ti€ng My thi
khong ranh, ma tién cling khong c6. Nén
danh. Hai nim & d6 ching c6 gila. Pén
khi ba td6i man khda, me t6i bdo 1a & dé
budn, it ddng bao, miia dong thi qud lanh
— nén ngudi mudn don vé phia Nam.
Ciing la, sudt hai nim me tdi chiu lanh

khong thAu ma vin cin ring chiu dung
cho ba toi yén tAm di hoc nghé, khdng
n6i mot cau ndo cho dé€n hom dé. Sau
ndy toi méi bi€t 1y do. Lin d6 muc su
nha thd du tdi va em gdi tdi vo dao. Nha
t6i dao Phat. Hai dda 61 vé k€ lai, ca
gia dinh ban thio. Rbi khong hi€u vi sao
t6i v em gdi tdi cdi nhau. Bing ti€ng
M§. Va me t6i bi€t minh phai lam gi.

Khi vé& Houston, chi ¢6 anh Hai t6i
dugc viéc lam trudc nha't. LAm thg tién,
ding v6i nghé hoc. Ba to6i ciing chay
xudng hing d6 xin viéc lam cing véi
anh Ba tdi. Pugc ca hai. Ba toi cling di
lam thg tién. Anh Ba t6i hoc ky-nghé-
hoa, nhung ciing dugc cho di quét sit
vun. Gia dinh t6i § chung cu. Pugc hai
nidm sau c4 nha quy&t dinh phdi mua nha
— “Chtt khong 1& cit dua tién cho né ma
lic di ching c6 cdi gi trong tay”. Me toi
hay néi th€. Cdi-gi-trong-tay d6 1a cdi
nha chiing t6i dang & hién nay. Nghi cling
budn cudi. C4i nha phai trd ng dén ba
mudi nim mdi 1a ctia minh, nhung me toi
van thich nhitng cdi-tam-la-cia-minh doé.

Nhitng thang nim k€ ti€p, toi va em
gdi toi van 16n 1én nhu bao dita tré Viét
Nam khéc. Nghia 1 v6 trudng ndi toan
ti€ng My, vé nha “thinh thodng” chém
ti€ng My vo ti€ng Viét. Me t6i rdt hanh
dién véi sy “thinh thodng” d6, bdi du sao
con minh ciing it néi ti€ng My & nha hon
nhitng dita tré khéc.

Nha t61 khd rong, nhung khu vuon
quanh nha thi rat hep. Goi 1a vudn, chit
that ra, chi c6 mot ving dat nhd truéc
mit tién. Nhitng phia con lai thi chi la
hai, ba thudc dat boc bdi hang rao bing
¢d. Viy ma may nim sau, ba me t6i da
trdng dugc dd thi rau, trdi — mdi thd
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mot it. Trén thi gian mudp, khd qua,
biu... Duéi dat thi qué, he, bac ha, rau
rim, hiing cdy, hiing nhii. Budn cudi em
g4i toi. Lic dau, me tdi bdo ra vudn cit
rau 1a s6m mudn gi ciing phai ra cit 13y.
B&i em gdi toi nao bi€t rau ndo tén gi
dauma cit. Me toi vira cit, vira chi. Riét
ciing quen. C6 diéu, mdilan nha in bin,
phdi cdt rau cho me, em gdi toi vira di,
vira n6i ldu bAu mot minh: “Hiing nhii!...
Rau gi ténky cuc..”” Vay d6, ma cit cling
tring.

Ba t6i lidc nio ciing vay. Mdi budi
chiéu dilam vé, vo thay d6, mic cdi quan
dli dai t6i dau gdi (me toi di cit hai
dng sau mot 1an bi rich), ra sau vudn
loay hoay mai cho t6i khi 4n com mdi
v0. Ngudi ngit dot qué, he cho mau 1én.
Ngudi bit gh€& lung lay gian mudp, gian
biu, coi c6 chic chin khong. Rdi sira
lai vi tri cda trdi mu6p ndy cho né khdi
bi cin, cot lai gian bau chd kia, hoic 13y
vé tritng ga vii quanh gdc cay 6t, cho
né6 cay (?). Tham chi, mdilin nha in tdm,
ngudi ludc dau tom dem chon dudgi dat.
Cho t&t. Ciing may 1a dau tom ludc, chi
néu la dau tom song chic ling giéng ho
kién cho chét ludn, vi mii bién qua ning.

Cudi tuin ba toi hay di hop lung
tung. Ba t6i xua 1a linh, da hon hai muai
nim. Nhitng 1an di nhu thé, ngudi bdo
toi & nha tudi cdy, tudi rau. Tudi cdy 1a
mot cyc hinh véi t6i. Nao 1a gian bau,
gian mudp phdi tudi goc cho thiét uét,
roi phai tugi 1én trén gian nita. Rau thi
phdi tudi nhe nhe, kéo trdi dat, tréc ré.
Con miy bui hdng trudc nha ba trong
cho me nira. Phai vin voi nudc thit nhe,
tudi l€n 14, 1€n hoa “nhu suong” cho tuci
1au hon. P6 1a chua k& 1au lau bi ki€n



cin. Nha toi c¢6 mot & kién lira khé to
sau vuon. Me t6i khong cho phd di, sg
tdi sdt sinh. Ba t6i khong dong y, nhung
cling chiu theo ¥ me. Me bdo d€ nhin
né&u ki€n ddi t8 12 bi€t khi ndo c6 mua
16n. Lic dodn ding thi me nhin ba néi:
“Anh thiy chura!” Con khi nao dodn trat
thi me lai bdo: “Tai vi con ki€n My né...
ngu hon ki€n Viét Nam!” Lic d6, ba tdi
thudng ngé t6i nhdy mit cudi hém hinh.
Hinh nhu me t6i cling mudn cudi lim,
ma cd lam nghiém.

Cach day may nim, bao Allen thdi
vao Texas. Lic d6 ba toi di hop xa, goi

duc trong bép tir sdng sém, nhu & Viét
Nam, d€ khi ba t6i vé c6 chdo in sing
cho khée sau chuyén ldi xe di hop xa.
Toi thitc day tr&i da sing hin, nghe ti€ng
ba t6i dang ché ciy sau vudn. Suc nhg
tdi gidn mudp, tdi toc mén chay ra —
Ba toi dang ngdi ché ciy biing con dao
sdt ma anh Hai t6i da 1am trudc khi bd
nghé thg tién dé di hoc lai dai hoc. Thay
t6i, ba néi: “Thiing Ut! V6 nha thay db
di, rdi 4n sdng. Me ¢6 chdo & trédng.” Va
t0i chét sirng, tudng s& bi la mot trin nén
than. Nhung khong. Hinh nhu ba t61 da
dodn truéc dinh ménh gian mudp cia

dién thoai vé nha bdo toi cot chit lai
gian mudp, gian bau cho chic — kéo
khong gié thdi sap hét. Toi da da, ving
vang. Nhung rdi lai quén hin di vi mé
coi ti-vi d€n khuya. Sdng hom sau, khi
bdo tan, ba toi vé ldc tdi con dang ngd.
Ngudi ra sau vudn lui cui mdt minh 14y
ciy g chit nhé l1am lai gian muSp bi
bio thdi sip dém qua. Me tdi thi di luc

ngudi. Toi vo nha sifa soan, thay d6. Vira
tinh ra phu ba thi me t6i da goi ngudgc
lai, bit dn hét td chdo 16t 1ong rdi mdi
cho di ra vudn. Khi ra d&n noi, ba toi
dang ding trén gh€ chap cdy lam lai gian
mudp. Ngudi bio toi diing & dusi chuyén
ciy lén d€ cot cho le. Dudi 4nh ning
vao trua, béng ctia ba t6i vo tinh ngé 1é€n
chd toi ditng. Va tdi chgt mudn khéc, thdy
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minh that cé tdi. Ba t6i vira lam, vira néi
vdi toi:

— Stta lai gian muGp cho con Ut (em
gdi t6i) c6 mudp an. Ut né thich mudp.
T6i nghiép, ldc di con qud nhd nén nd
dau c6 bi€t mu6p & bén ngot ra sao. Con
may min hon em, sinh truéc may nim,
nén con nhd.

Tur d6, toi bi€t thuong cdi vudn. Toi
bi€t niém vui nhitng khi ra sau vuon, tim
dudc mot trdi muSp mdi, con non nim
niip sau ddm 14 rAm. Mdi 1an nha dn tom,
t0i cling bi€t tw dong x4dch cdi xéng theo
ba tdi mang dau tdm ludc ra sau vudn
chon duéi dat. Cho tot.

Muia dong nim nay sip dé€n. Hom
qua ba t6i cling tdi biing rau bd vo chiu
nhd dem v trong nha d€ lam giéng cho
nim sau. Ngudi dem cd kho d€ danh tir
nhitng 1an cit cd mia he phd 1én khodng
di't dang trui din, bdo 1am nhu viy miia
xuin nim sau rau sé moc nhiéu hon.
Nhin khodng dat day cé kho, ngudi néi
vdi toi:

— Tir day vé sau con rang lo vudn
rau cho me. Ba s& ban nhiéu hon. Hai
anh con con di hoc. Con may mdn hon
hai anh, dugc hoc hanh sudng sé. Bay
gid di lam trudc thi lo lai cho me va em.
Dirng nhu ba hdi d6 sém xa nha, bay gid
c6 muén lo cho ba noi, ba ngoai, chi
Sdu, c6 Bdy cda con ciing khong lam
sao dugc. Con 16n rdi, di d€ hi€u nhitng
diéu ba néi, nhitng chuyén ba dang 1am.
Ba gia rdi, nhung ba khong mudn chét
gia bén nay. Con con Ut nita. Ba mudn
n6 dugc tv do dn cdy trdi, rau cdi bén
nha. Rau trdi trong bén nay dn khong
ngot bing bén bén. Con hi€u khong?

Toi gat diu, nhd lai nhitng 1an ba
t6i ban v6i me vé mot chuyén di xa, sau
ky di hop muia bio ndm nao. Em gdi toi,
ldc d6, tir trong nha budc ra. Mot tay cAm
16, tay kia cAm con dao nhd d€ cit rau.
Vira di, vira néi 1du bAu mot minh:

— Rau hdng nhui!... Tén gi ky cuc...

T6i ng6 ba toi. Anh mit ngudi nhin
em gdi toi that hién tir.

Chgt t6i1 nghe thuong ba, me va em
g4i toi that nhi€u. Va t6i bdng dung them
dudc ciing c6 mit trong mdt chuyén di
xa nao d6, s& dén, véi ba toi. [

Nguyén Phudc Nguyén



D5i n6 mudn hoa
khi anh vao ha

Doing mubn hoa khi anh vao ha
Mzt rudc xbn xao lay dong bo ho
Arh néi, anh cudi, tinh nhu mé ngd

Em, s6ng trong 1ong xao ddng mhdp nhd

Anh, ngudi ngné s xa qué dubi mbng
Nang no 4o com, nang sach hoc tro
Tim phiit yén birh, ngbi trén tham cb

Em hét anh dan vao cdi mbng mo

Cubc sbng tha huong Em didu kndhn khé
BUt myc trén tay anh v& cubc doi
Nét rhat, nét nhoa, nbilong bay té

T0 day vuc sbu dén divh cudi v

Mudi m8y nsm qua doi minh thay déi
Em méi lang thang phigu bat moi mién
Arh dén mbt 1n trém hoa dua né

Em thdy ddi minh bbng hét trudn chuyén

Em cho't yéu hon, cubc doi trdi ndi
Em cho't yéu hon, tAt ¢ moi ngudi
Doing mubn hoa khi anh vao ha

Em nd ny cudi bén nhitng canh hoa

Kiéu L¢

Diu Dang Mat Noi Dau

Co t8t véi toi thi hay tot bay gio
ding doi dén lic 161 qua do

ditng dai dén khi 16i phéi ra di

va t8t cA.. thi da mubn mat roi

Co tha thi cho toi thi tha thi bay go
Aing doi dén lic toi nhédm mat lai
ding dqi dén khi £oi khbng con hoi thé
tbi ndi dugc 101 xin 161 vdi ai day?

Co thuong toi thi hady thuong bay gio
ding dqi dén khi £ néim xubng bo vo
hon phigu dat khong noi nuong tua

Cb bao dung toi thi bao dung bay go
ding dqi dén lic toi xa lia thé gidi
ding dén khi t6i thanh may thanh khoi
cat bui 1am sao cb thé mim cudi?

Co wui v&i toi thi i bay go

ding dqi dén khi nudi tiéc ngary xua

£81 mubn néi cam on.. thl da trél
Ngd Tinh Yén
on Somg

Noi Budn
Thay O Trong Nhau

0 ben ndy cubc sbng
Bubn, cling ging rhau thoi
Minh ngam kin trén moi
Ch riin nhau, ciing higu
Puing tréch tao cudi, déu
Tao cling triu long dau
Chi ¢b khac la tao

Khong thét gio, d&m nguc
Cling ding bén bo wuyc
Poi cho chuc day xb
Trén trién sbng nh&p rhd
May va tao chdi vdi

Voi rhau hoai khong tdi
Gida thé gidilang cam
Tao goi, may nghe khong
Biing tiéng long dirt doan
Puing rii tao ndiloan

Minh ciing phai cho phien
Cé rhan loai dang dién
Thém hai thang, ciing vay!
Ché trach tao nbi by
Bling nght nra, 1a xong
Cubc sbhng vén bAt cong
La nhiing vong hé luy

May rhé mhd tiéu tuy
Ta0 chét, qui, trong tim
Thoi, may hdi, lang im

Cho l&ng chim ndi rhd
Pém hai thiéng ndm md

Goi &m 6.. qué huong

Nguyén Phudc Nguyén
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dén rdi sao???

Ula xudn nim nay dén thiat chim,

va cling that 1a la, ct vai ngay

gi6 lanh bu6t da, lai xen k& vao
vaingay trdi ning 4m tuyét vdi. Poi khi
budi séng trdi lanh cit da, ma trua lai oi
ndng nhu dang gitta he, thién ha dua
nhau ra bd h6 tim ning, 4y thé ma, dén
sim toi troi lai trd gi, gié thdi mudn
tung mdi nha, mudn hi't bdng nhitng
chi€c xe chay vun viit ngoai xa 1§, muén
tréu dua nhi@'ng
khdch bd hanh
mdng manh trong
nhitng bé 40 mua

hé mdt mé. Mua
Xxuin, mia cua mudn
hoa dua nd, cda
nh@ng bdi ¢ xanh
mugt ma, mdt mit,
mila cia cdc béng hoa
Tulip khoe hudng sic.
Nhi'ng dic bi€t nim
nay, nhitrng vudn hoa
Tulip chirng nhu con
ngdingl nén chi cé mot
s6 bong hoa chot thirc
gidc voi vang sau khi
vaingon gié 4m khé thdi
qua dénh thic, con da s&
thi cdc nang hoa con ngd
mii. B&ivay, cdi thi ngdm
" A%~ nhin V}lI(\jn hoa Tulip dl:i
mau sic da bi gidm di rt

nhiéu, that ti€c qué di thoi....

C6 1€ mua xudn chi dep vdi
nhitng ai khong con ndng ng sach den,
v4i nhitng ai con cé thi gid ung dung
maso sanh van vd giita vé dep clia muia
xuidn nim nay va nhifng mua xuan da
qua...Chtr con riéng véi cdi ddm dan
dang ngay dém cidm cui v§i sdch vd va
computer thi nhitng bii ¢4 non xanh
mugt, nhitng con gié 4m chi bdo hiéu
nim hoc sip hét, nhitng ngay thi cudi
nién hoc dang gan ké... Th€ rdi nhitng
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ngay thi cudi nim ciing da qua thit
nhanh, that nhanh dén khé tin dugc. Va
bay git 1a nhitng ngay “nghi he”. Mua
hé di d€n that rdi sa0???

Mua he noi ddy khong cé nhitng
canh hoa phugng v§ d6 thim, khdng c6
ti€ng ve sau kéu inh di sudt trwa ning
chang chang, khong cé nhitng ngon gié
hé néng biic tat hoi néng ham hap, va
khong c6 cd nhitng quyén luu bit cda
tudi hoc trd Viét Nam. C6 ai con nhd
ching nhitng quyén v3 hoc tro, trang tri
mau me hoa 14 canh, rdi chuyén tay nhau
dé viét viét, vé vé nhitng 15i vin non
ndt, nhitng bai thd chép trong sich ra,
hay nhitng hinh v& sic sd ma doi khi phai
chii thich méi hi€u 12 hinh chi... Oi thuong
sao nhitng ngay heé ctia mot thud xa xua.
MG6i d6 ma sao tudng chirng nhu that 1a
xa, Xa vJi vdi...

Vang, miia heé noi ddy chi bdo hiéu
bing nhitng ngay thi cudi nim vira xong,
bing nhitng dong chit thong bdo account
s& bi x6a vao nhitng ngay dau thing sip
tdi...Ban bé ciing chuyén tay nhau vai
quyén “yearbook” d€ ky ngoin ngoeo
hay vi€t vdi vang vai dong chia tay, kém
theo s6 dién thoai, thé 1a xong, manh ai
vé nha ndy. Ching c6 ai t6 vé quyén
luy€n, bui ngti khi phdi xa trudng , xa
ban, ma dudng nhu moi ngudi déu c6 vé
hén hd, ron rang khi nghi d&€n nhirng
ngay he sip dén, nhitng ngay dé c6 thé
du lich d6 day, nhitng ngay d€ c6 thé
rong chdi, phoi ning tdn hudng nhitng
tia ning 4m...

Mua he¢ nay that 1a dic biét vi ta
phdi chia tay cing vai ngudi ban thin
mén va dong thdi laila dip gidp gd nhitng
ngudi ban phuong xa, thin qua tiing dong
emails du chua gdp mét. Mua he oi, ta
nén thuong hay nén ghét mi??? [

Tii Diém



Chi Co Em

Chi ¢b em,

Cho riém cam x(c

DE tho anh rao rat yéu duong
Chi ¢b em,

Long anh van vuong

Trong subi nhac dat dao thuong rhé
D3 bao on anh ngdi ty hbi

C6 13m a0 lai nght dén em?

C6 13m sao rhing lic vé dém
Hinh béng &y day vo tam tri?
Chi ¢b em,

Diu déing, huyén thoai

Vao doi anh,

Phép la

P61 thay..

Chi ¢b em,

Chan chia, mé say

Trong khoanh khc,

Hon arh déng tron

Arh cha't bbng trd thanh mhd mon
Morg doi nay, chi ¢b hai ta
Tinh yéu em tréi kndp bao la
Cho qué d&t thamh wudn &n i
Chi c6 em

Nguai anh sling bai

Day cho anh ¥ nghia yéu duong
Chi ¢c6 em

Mot ¢di vb thuong,

Arh tho4t xéc, vé b thign my

Hoang Vi Kha

Thuong Nha

Mzi mai em |2 xa xdi con mua
Miia ha 4y, thém mém vai 4o phé
Cay thép Ia bén kia troi thuong nhd

Cubli sn trudng, gbc phuang, dang em ngoan.

Ao em Idm may tréng d6 bén sbng
Chay khat doi toi, hoang vu sa mac
Tréi tim nd dba xuong rong trén cat

L& em vé t6i chét gida thuong rmong

Mzi mai em |3 say ngdt dém dbng
Huong da lan vuon ai khuya lanh rung
Ciia 56 khép, trd trén tim dai vung

N /
Gib divé at réo téc em hong?

T6i & ddy thuong rhd dén té ong
Nhd con tring rhitng dém bubn & dao
Thuong cu hat “bén cu ai giat 40

Nén tho bubn, chung chf rhd thuong em.

Dinh Tin (Cal Poly San Luis Ohispo)

Chiit Bang Khuang

Poi khi chi 13 hat mua uét nhe trén va, chiée |4 vang |4 té, hay doikhi con gib thodng
qua, t4t ca.. t8t ca.. déu gai cho ta cam xic choi voi, ky niém xa x6i nao d6 ma tya hd rihur
dz ang quén. Poikhi chiim bong g8y cam cam, néng chiéu chdm chém van vo, rhitng got nudc
mat 18n dai trén mA.. Mol thi quyén rhe vdi khdng gian, thoi gian, nhu tya hb, rhur vuong van
Mt béng hinh 4, mbt ddi mat ai den huyén, sAu tham voivai trong tim. Ta mhdm mat hoa
rh&p voi dAt troi, huong xua, vdi ky riém ménh mang chdt chia. Ta rhim mit tim trong lan
g6, got mua, hat ning, cd cdy, hoa l4, lan may, nudc mit.. “Nndm mit cho ta tim mdt
thoéng huong xua.. Nndm mét i sa0 nia hon bbng thuong dau.. Nndm mat chi thiy mbt
chén troi tim ngdt.. Chi thdy long téi té chit ngt.. va nudc mét.. va tiéng hat.,”™ lang

yén v lang yén dé hbn mirh trong rhding ¥ tho ddo dat.
Nguyén Phgng Linh (CSUF)

9/12/95
* “Niga Hon Thuong Pau” ciia Vi Hoang Chuong
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rong mot budi vi€ng thim mot cd

sG nudi dudng tré em bi ngudc dii,

t6i da ching ki€n mot s6 kha dong
tré em trong cong dong ching ta c6 mit
tai day. Hién tugng ngugc dii tré em
tuéng chi c6 trong cic cong ddng khic,
thé nhung né da x4y ra trong cong dong
chiing ta. P& gép phin phong chong
ngudc dai tré em, toi xin dudc tam lugc
dich mdt bai vi€t lién quan d&n sy ngugc
dai tr sach “Child Welfare,” hi€u dinh
bdi Neil A. Cohen, mdt trong nhirng gido
su cta toi tai Cal State Los Angeles.

Ray Helfer, mot bac si y khoa ciling
nhu mot chuyén vién ndi ti€ng vé phat
hién va phong nglra sy ngudc dai con
cdi, cho ring néu cha me khong dugc
hoc nim k§-ning cin bdn sau diy khi
con nhd, ho s& khong lam t6t nhiém vu
1am cha hodc 1am me ctia minh.

1. Hoc cich doi héi nhu ciu cia
minh mot cach hgp ly. N&u bac cha me
lic bé khong duge day cdch nhan biét
nhu ciu ctia chinh minh va Iam cdch nao
ddi hdi @€ dugc ngudi khac dap tng, ho
¢l nghi riing moi ngudi bi€t minh mudn
gi. Thi du nhu, khi mot dita bé doi udng
nudc, cha me khong ddp ng nhu ciu
clia né, dita nhd cit phai doi di doi lai
nhiéu 1an. Cudi cling dita nhé bit diu
tr§ ching; vi n6 tr§ chitng nén cha me
phai dap ing. Pia nhd bit diu hoc dugc

ring bing c4ch trd chitng cha me né mdi
ddp ¢ng nhitng nhu cau clia né. Pra nhd
suy nghiém ring diing hanh dong qud
ddng nhu trd ching 1a cach dé€ cha me
né ddp tng. Khi 16n 1én, dda nhd nay
(Idc nay tr§ thanh cha hay me) chi biét
phdn ¢ng v4i con cdi bing nhitng hanh
dong qua khich. Vi vay, khi con hu, ngudi
cha hoic me nay chi bi€t phin ting biing
cich la danh hon 1a n6i chuyén véi con
mot cich nhe nhang.

2. Hoc dugc sy khac nhau giita
cam xic va hanh dong. TAt cd cha me
c6 nhitng Iic cdm thay tic gidn vdi con
minh, nhung cé nhiéu cich dé d6i tri véi
con gian hon 1a danh dap con cdi. Nhiéu
bac cha me khong hoc dudc cich nao
khédc hon d€ bay td con gidn cda minh
ngoai bao luc.

3. Hoc cach quyé&t dinh. Néu ngudi
ta khong hoc dudc cdach quyét dinh liic
con tho 4u (qua nhitng viéc don gidn nhu
dudc cha me minh hdi “con thich 4n mén
kho hay mén canh budi trwa?”), khi 16n
1én ho s& cdm thay bi khiing hodng, té
liét khi phdi duong diu trong viéc gidi
quy&t mdt viéc gi d6. Ho cdm thd'y minh
y&u dudi va mat ty chi. Ho c6 thé quay
ra hanh ha nhitng ngudi y&u dudi hon—
thudng 12 con cda ho.

4. Hoc riing ho chi cé trach nhiém
v6i hanh ddng cia ho, khong phai véi
hanh dong clia ngudi khac. Nhiéu
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Qudc Hung

ngudi khi con nhd hay bi cha me minh
né6i nhitng 13i d6 tdi: “N&u khong vi may,
cha may da khong bd tao,” hay 1a “néu
khong vi tui bay thi tao da khong phdi
chiu khé vdi cha tui bay,” hodc “Vimay,
tao phai 14y cha may, biy gid tao khd
nhu vy day.” Nhitng 181 n6i nay lam cho
tré con c6 mic cam toi 161 va bi db toi.
Cudi ciing mic cdm d6 trd nén qud 16n.
Khi 16n 1&n chiing hay thd'y bdi rdi khong
bi€'t chiing c6 hay khong c6 trich nhiém
v6i mot vi€c gi d6. Mot vai ngudi con
1ap lai nhitng 131 n6i d6 vdi con clia minh,
giy nén nhitng vé&t seo tim 1y kho phai.

5.Hoc cich tri hoan sy ham muén
ctia minh. Mot vai ngudi ¢é tudi tho
khoéng dugc hanh phic va vitng chai va
khi sy kién nhin ctia ho khong dugc dén
bl bing sung suéng. Vi du khi con nhd
ho mong chd hoai mot cdi cip tot d€ di
hoc d& cudi cling ho khong c6 dii da kién
nhin dgi chd. Pita tré nhu vay sé hoc
cdch tim cho dudc su sung sudng ngay
khi nao né mudn ma khong thé chd dgi
lau dugc nita. Nhitng bac cha me c6 tudi
thd nhu vay hay mudn dudc thda min
ngay lap tic; ho mudn con minh ving
161 minh ngay tic thi. Suy nghi nhu vay
s& 1am cho cha me dé& ddnh dap la hét
con minh nhiéu hon.

Hiéu dudc nhitng nguyén nhin quan
trong k€ trén, chiing ta thdy 1 cach thic
giao ti€p hiing ngay gitta cha me va con
cdi 4nh hudng tryc ti€p tif moi trudng
gido duc gia dinh. P& phong ngira nan
ngudc dii con cdi trong gia dinh, mdi
ngudi ching ta tru6c hét cAn nhan 16 hon
vé€ minh va méi trudng minh da 16n 1én.
Nim k§ ndng trén gidp cho ngudi cdn
su x4 hoi (social worker) lam viéc hitu
hi€u hon véi nhitng trudng hgp ngudgc
dai con cdi. UJ



G Mot Gac Duding

Bling don metro & gbc dudng

K§ eu, hai tiéng, nght ma thuong
Mot thing con nft dang wralén
Mbi thang hai ky ngbng cho' luong

Hai muoi bén tudl, da nia do
Lia xa t6 qubc, s6ng nhu doi
Ban ngay di hoc, ban dém thic
Kiém tién g me s8ng cam hoi

Trl tién dién, nudc, véi tién nha
Tién com chiu chit, d€ may ra
Gom gbp gii di, mong vé kip

Lan k€ déi tién & qué xa

KY sur may mbe vdi hoa db
Phuong trinh, cong thic, nbi bd bd
On rha, ng nude, lam sao tinh?
VAt chdt, rhu chu, cf dy xb

i 13m thic an cb nhiéu an

Hop, lon, dong lanh, chéng ngon an
Nght dén qué nha dang déi kné
R ciing hghen ngo rhai haim rang

Ri ¢b mot 2 rhén duoc tin
Thing ban tranh d&u dz hy sinh
P& rhitng ngdy sau ngdi trong s¢
Roc nat tim minh vdi dinh nirh

Tbc van con xanh, 42 bac long
Oi ta, tubi tré tha troi song |
Bai tho hung qubc — dang viEt dé

Ban rhac 1én dudng — hat chua xong

Bling don metro & gbc dudng
M2 1ong quzn x4t kiép tha phuong
Mudri ngm, 18 mbt, chidu nay cé
Tén hé didu dé knéc qué huong

Nudc mat trong tim rét nghen ngao

Tharh dam ba chil, giia con dau
Non s6ng én tigng trong long réo
(Ma cling goi la tho na sa0?)

Nght dén rhitng ngay mai vo o6
Nghe gita tim minh ¢6 Ui dao

Nguyén Phudc Nguyén

Photo by Peter Steinhauer

Hai mau tring
(Thuong vé HUE TEL Mau Thén)

Nhd em hoa tréng cii déu.

Trudng Tién 4o tréng trén cu gib bay.
Cling trang gy tring trong tay.

Pem dong nZo tring vé ngly I6n khon.,
Tréng trong ting thé tam hon,

Mbhg ddi cling dét T ngubn tréng trong,
Bbng dau, miu tréng dau ong

Pem varh tang tring may vong van quanh.
Thé 13 HUE tréng mau xanh

Han thl bac tréng tinh anh em nha

Long em tréng mong ngay qua

Cubc tinh lanh dudi mb hoa tréng day.
Tarbi cling tréng mo say.

V& tiing dém tréng ti ngdy dé thol

G aay suong tuyét tréng troi

Tho Hai Mau Tréng thay 101 tham em.

Thanh Hifu Huyén

Oﬁm&nze

L T

] trugng trung hoc
Nguyén Dinh Chigu*

Hoa ling vang trong néng
ngay diu du huong bay
dep sén trudng 4o tréng
hén séch vé trén tay.
Xon xao ving ky e

mon 61 ¢é xanh réu

muoi ngm ching t&t bat
mang thuong rhd vé theo.
Ban bé bao rhiéu nga

b8y rhigu roi bén sbng
xua thiéu o1t ta

¢b con trach nhau khbng?
Biing bén ngoai hién cifa
cho ¢b gido nam xua
truong ta mau 4o tla
¢b lang nguoi, em thua.
Xoa déu rnhu ngdy rhé

cb vén long dai duong
rung rung em vé tro

dong tinh ngha qué huong,
Em mbt 1n [3m khach

c0 dua do qua song

d& suBt doily khach

thuong hodi mbt bén sbng,

Nguyén Thi Loc Quy
*Truong trung hoc
Nguyén Pinh Chiéu, Mg Tho



hdi i€t x& ndy that 1a la. Duy vira
14m bAm mdt minh vira di lui di t6i.

Tram ddi xe bus trung vong dd md
mdy lanh nhung hinh nhu vin chua dd
dé xua dudi hé&t con néng hAim hap bén
ngoai dang Ula vao mdi khi ctta ra vao
déng md.

Duy khong biét phdi lam gi cho qua
thdi gian trong khi chd dgi chuyé&n xe vé
Montreal. Anh cit di qua di lai mot liic.
Chdc choc lai dua tay 1én nhin ddng ho.

Chuyén 6 mdt tram xe

00 D VN

iy @& @

Y

Cay kim chi gidy hinh nhu ciing 1udi
bi€ng di chuyén.

Thai gian tréi qua thiat cham. Duy
chic 1udi thd dai mot minh. Nhung rdi
nhu ty nhan ra hanh dong vo 1y clia minh,
anh dua mit nhin quanh tim noi mua bdo
dé doc. Anh mua kém theo t3 bdo vai
thdi keo cao su, lon nudc ngot cling mot
g6i thudc 14.

Sau d6 Duy xdch hanh ly d&n mot
bing gh€ con tréng, ngdi xudng rdi thong
tha doc tirng trang bdo. C6 1& diy la 1an
dau tién anh c6 du gigy d€ nhan nha doc
k§ cang cdc muc. Ching bu cho moi
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ngay, Duy chi dd thi gid Iudt sd qua céc
twa dé 16n trong gid dn trua trude khi
liéng bd t3 bdo. Nhiéu hdm qud mét mdi,
anh chf in voi vang cho qua bita rdi ki€m
mdt géc lin ra ngl. Anh chi con biét tin
tiic qua radio trén dudng 14i xe tr§ vé
nha. Cudc s6ng noi diy déu din va binh
thudng d&€n d6 nham chan. Nhung sao
lic ndo cling that ban ron. Duy cdm thdy
24 ti€ng chua di dai cho anh lam hét
nhitng viéc can lam trong mot ngay. Budi
tdi nao anh ciing thd dai khi thd'y con
nhiéu viéc di du tinh tir 1du ma chua thuc
hién dugc. Duy suy nghi lan man khi vira
gi§ dén trang bdo cudi cing. Piing liic
d6 cita ra vao bat mg. Mot ludng gi6
néng hdi bén ngoai tia vao, ciing vdi
ti€ng tré con khéc 1& nhe, khié€n ta't cd
hanh khach dang ngdi dgi ngdng dau lén
nhin. Duy ciing khong kém dugc tinh
hi€u ky nén td0 mod nhin ngudi me tré
dang bdi réi trudc dnh midt cda moi
ngudi.

Duy ciii dau gid bd doc t& bdo trude
mit nhung thit ra anh vin kin d4do quan
sat ngudi khach vira d€n. Ba me tré, con
qué tré, rat xinh xin va con nhiéu nét
ngdy thd, dang ling ting vdi dda tré trén
tay v dam hanh 1y ngdn ngang trong
dé&n toi nghiép. Duy dang tinh ditng day
gitp cd ta mdt tay thi mot ngudi dan dng
da tring da nhanh nhen lam gidap. C6 18
ong ta ciing mudn bit chuyén lam quen
véi ngudi thi€u nit. Nhung ti€ng khéc
ngin ngit clia dita bé da dap tit nu cudi
lam quen trén méi 6ng ta. Duy ¢6 cdm
gidc ngudi dan 6ng hdi manh tay khi dét
cdc mén hanh ly xudng dit truSc khi
quay qué bé di. Duy tu ché ri€u cdi tinh
tudng twgng cia minh, anh cdm thay
minh hoi khi€m nha khi t0 mo theo doi
hanh dong clia ngudi khac. Vi th€ anh
lai cdm cui doc lai that k§ cang nhitng
tin tifc trong td bao.

Tuy nhién ti€ng tré con khéc khi€n
anh khong tai nao doc thém dugc mot
chit. Anh lai khé& li€c nhin ngudi thi€u
nit bing dudi mit. Ngudi thi€u nit dang
bdng dita bé di qua di lai va ru nho nhd.
Am diéu rit trim bdng nhung Duy khdng
nghe 10 13i. Pita bé ¢ oin ngudi va khoc
16n ti€ng. Ngudi thi€u nit cang thém bdi
r61 khi bdt gdp nhitng tia nhin xoi méi
xen 1an buc boi clia nhiéu ngudi. Co ta



vOi rdo budc ra ngoai ctta, c6 1& dé khéi
lam phién ngudi xung quanh.

Chi vai phut sau, ¢6 1& khong chiu
dudc sitc néng bén ngoai, ngudi thi€u
nit lai hap tAp tr§ vao. Pita bé hinh nhu
cling qud mét vi kéu khéc nhiéu nén
dang thiém thi€p trén tay c6 ta. LAn nay
ngudi thi€u nit di di lai lai gin ndi Duy
dang ngdi. Anh c6 thé nhin rd nhung giot
md hoi dang dong 14m tAm hai bén thai
duong va cd trén cdnh miii thon thon ctia
c6 ta. Nhitng s¢i téc mai b&t quanh khudn
mit cang khi€n ngudi thi€u nit thém
duyén ding. Duy c6 thé nghe giong néi
rit ém dém, quyén rii clia cd ta dang cit
1én nho nhd: “Chéng ngoan nao, Jane.
Chi con vai ti€ng nita 1 vé d€n nha. Chi
con vai ti€ng nita thoi. Lic d6 Jane tha
hd ma nghi ngoi nhé...” Khong biét ngudi
thi€u nit dang nghi d&€n chuyén gi ma
chi thdy c6 ta mim cudi lam rang & cd
khudn mit, khi€n Duy khong tai nao roi
mit khoi ¢d ta.

Thoi gian tir tir trdi, bdng c6 ngudi
khach vira buge vao. Ong ta lam rdi chiéc
va-li xudng dat. Ti€ng dong khd 16n
khi€n dita bé giat minh thirc gidc va bit

dau khéc 16n ti€ng. Chi t6i cho ngudi
thi€u nit. C6 ta lai phai tim di moi cdch
dé db dia bé. Duy nghe b ta lap di lap
lai cAu “Chéng ngoan nao, Jane. Sip dén
nha rdi. Lic d6, Jane dudc tim rita, thay
quan 4o, dn udng va nghi ngdi. Ngoan
nhé, Jane. Chi con vai ti€ng nita 1a d&€n
nha rdi....” C4i giong néi traim bdng cla
co ta nghe nhu dang h4t khi€n dira bé
diu lai, thoi khong diy dua nita. Sau mot
lic dita bé bat dau ngi ti€p. Duy dudng
nhu nghe dugc ti€ng thd phao nhe nhdm
clia ngudi thi€u nit. Cdi giong néi ém
dém clia c6 ta vin khe khé vang 1&én bén
canh, khi€n Duy chdt nhé dén ti€ng ru
cua me thud xua lic anh con bé. Chua
bao gid Duy cdm dong trudc tinh miu ti
nhu hom nay. Oi con gi cao quy nhu tinh
me. Me thuong con nhu tr§i nhu bé.
Ngay 4y anh con qué dai khd, c6 hiéu
dau dudc tAm 1ong cia me. P&n ngay
nay khi dd trudng thanh thi me con lai
nghin triing xa cdch. C6 1& chiing khi nao
con gip lai. Duy chi muén tién lai dé
ngd 15i khen nggi tinh nhin nai ca ngudi
thi€u nit. Pa tir 1du 14m Duy mdi dugc
nghe va thAy mdt ngudi me ru con bing

mot giong ém dém va that dju ding nhu
th€. Nhung v&n sin tinh nhit nhat nén
anh chi ngdi yén va kin d4o nhin hai me
con ngudi thi€u nit ma thoi.

Mai dén lic chuyén xe bus Toronto-
Montreal vao tram, cac hanh khach luc
duc stta soan mang hanh 1y ra xe, Duy
mdi gidt minh ditng day. Anh ki€m so4t
lai hinh 1y rdi rdo budc vé huéng xe bus.
Ngudi thi€u nit vin 6m dita bé ngdi &
bing gh& gin d6. Duy chin chir mot chiit
roi 14y hét can ddm quay trd lai. Anh
diing tat cd von li€ng sinh ngit dé€ két
thanh mot cdu khen, mong xtrng ddng
vdi tinh mau tif cda ngudi thi€u nit. Pai
¥ anh té vé cdm phuc vi 1an diu tién sau
nhiéu nim méi dugc nghe mot ngudi me
néi v6i con minh bing giong thit diu
dang nhu th&. Duy chdm diit bing ciu:
“Bé€ Jane thit hanh phic khi cé ngudi
me nhu cd.”

Ngudi thi€u nit bdng mim cudi, 4nh
mit thodng 1én mdt tia tinh nghich r6i
tra 10i:

— Thua 6ng, Jane chinh 1a tén cda
toi a. [

Tii Diém
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Tuan felt he was left out. He looked at Tom and Duy, and remembered things
they did together. They shared a lot of secrets: all their sins, their first sexual
experience, all the girls they went out with, their families, their jobs, and
their classes. Do they have emotional intimacy? Tuan was confused. He knew
there was something missing. He tried to think of a word. What is that word?
Love? Fantasy? Romance? That’s it! Romance.

@lon Song [BF)

t was late in the evening. Almost
everybody left the computer lab.
Tuan was still trying to debug the
program that he was supposed to
turn in next week. He had been
working on this project for the past two
weeks or so, but he only made little
progress. He read at least two books on
the subject and still could not figure out
a way to solve the problem. Maybe the
professor was right when he didn’t want
his students to consult outside materials.
He said in class that the more you read
other books, the more confused you
would become. Tuan thought that he was
making a joke, but now he realized why
Dr. Watson said that. Every book seemed
to have a different way of discussing
about the same thing. He was really con-




fused. It was a computer graphics class
and the project was to write a program
to draw simple projective patterns.
“Simple!” Tuan read the project assign-
ment sheet over and over again, and the
word “simple” somehow made him an-
gry. He didn’t know why he got angry.
Either he thought Watson lied, or he
thought he wasn’t smart enough.

Tuan leaned backward on the swivel
chair to stretch himself. He looked
around and realized that he was the only
one in the lab. The two Arabian guys sit-
ting at the corner of the room already left
quietly. Another wasteful night! The
buzzing noise from the little cooling fans
in the PCs sounded like some sleep-in-
ducing background music. Feeling
weary, Tuan wanted to go home to get
some sleep. He ate a hamburger a few
hours ago and felt hungry. Tuan decided
it was enough for today. He had been sit-
ting in front of the monitor for almost
three hours. He moved the mouse quickly
on the mouse pad and clicked to close
all the small windows on the screen. The
system prompt appeared. When he al-
most logged out, something suddenly
flashed through his mind.

“Let’s check out who are on the net,”
he talked to himself and got excited. His
energy came back. He loved this game
of talking to strangers on the Internet.
Tuan quickly typed on the keyboard and
a list of names appeared on the screen.
He recognized some familiar names.
“dtouza, dkarlin, fsully, rchen, vfisher,
why this guy idles for 2 hours?” he
mumbled while fingering through. At
least 30 people were logging on at this
hour. Some of them probably just logged
on and did not do anything, especially
those professors. Dr. David Touza, for
example, was idling for one hour. What
is he doing at this time? Maybe he is
grading the exams. Tuan wanted to pick
somebody to e-talk to. He was bored.

This time Tuan felt like talking to a
Vietnamese. He “talked” to a couple of
Vietnamese strangers in the past but
didn’t like it very much. Perhaps he was
embarrassed when those people “talked”
to him in Vietnamese— by typing Viet-
namese words. When they found out

Tuan couldn’t “talk” in Vietnamese, they
just cut the conversation short. Perhaps
it was more fun typing in Vietnamese.
Tuan could read or write some Vietnam-
ese words like ca’m o+n anh or cha’o
co”. He also learned to make out Viet-
namese alphabets using the English key-
board. Although he could speak Vietnam-
ese, enough to communicate with his
parents, he just didn’t know how to write
or read the language. Of course he could
recognize Vietnamese names easily.
They all ended with nguyen, tran, le,
pham, vu, do, doan or ly. In a typical Viet-
namese e-talk conversation, they would
become nguye”~n, tra®'n, le”, pha.m,
vu~, ddo”*~, ddoa'n, and ly’. This time
he felt like it because there was only
another Vietnamese on the net. His name
was “chi tran.” From his knowledge about
Vietnamese names, this must be Tra'n
Chi’.

Tuan started ringing the guy. At the
third ring, the guy answered:

“Hello.

Do I know you?”

Immediately, Tuan didn’t like that
patronizing tone. Who the hell do you
think you are?

“Probably not because I don’t know
you,” Tuan replied.

“Well?”

Tuan hesitated for 30 seconds. He
didn’t know what to do next. This guy
probably was busy working on a class
project like him. At this hour he must be
desperate. An idea crossed his mind.
should play a joke on him. Yeah. Why
not? Pretend I am a girl.

“I am a new student here and [ am
using my brother’s account,” he typed
hurriedly.

“So? What’s new?”

“I am lonely and I want to make
friends with people.” Tuan wanted to
sound like a girl. He tried not to laugh
although he knew Chi would not hear
him.

There was a silence for about 15 sec-
onds.

“Are you a girl?” Chi seemed curi-
ous.

“Yes, how about you?”

There was another silence.
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“I am a male student,” Chi slowly
typed his answer as if he used only one
finger.

“Are you Vietnamese?” Tuan knew
he was Vietnamese but he just pretended.
He wanted to add some innocent features
to his new character.

“Yes. I guess you are also Vietnam-
ese. What is your name? My name is
Chi.”

Tuan searched through his memory
for a Vietnamese female name: Loan,
Trang, Tram. Somehow he thought a
Vietnamese name might not be interest-
ing.

He finally got a name. “My name is
Demi.” Tuan was thinking of Demi
Moore, and he was sure Chi also was
thinking the same.

“Hi, Demi.”

“Hi, anh Chi! You can call me ‘em’
if you want; I don’t mind.” Tuan smiled
when he imagined the guy’s face. From
what he knew about the Vietnamese lan-
guage, “em” and “anh” indicate a close
relationship, or, according to his dad, em
shows a “submission” from a girl and anh
a “dominance” from a guy.

“I don’t speak Vietnamese very
well,” Chi typed faster. Probably he be-
came interested. Or maybe he was
stunned at Demi’s bold invitation.

“I don’t either.”

Then both fell into silence for a
while. Tuan cleared the screen by press-
ing the return key several times, and Chi
did the same. Tuan was thinking of mak-
ing up some details about Demi. He
thought of his sister, Thuy. In fact, Thuy
looked a lot like Demi Moore.

“I'am 18 years old. My major is His-
tory. This is my first semester here.”

Tuan changed Thuy’s major from
Psychology. He didn’t want to scare the
guy. That’s what Thuy had told him. She
said that whenever she told people, es-
pecially men, her major was Psychology,
they just reacted differently.

“Wow, History! You must be good at
dates, names and years,” Chi sounded
sarcastic.

“Not really, [ am just good at memo-
rizing things. I hate biology, so I figure
the next best thing is history,” Tuan re-



peated Thuy’s argument.

“Iam 20. My major is business. [ am
also new here. I transferred from a J.C.
(Junior College)."

Ah ha, you are new here. No wonder
you are so stupid. All the Vietnamese guys
on this campus know that Vietnamese
girls don’t talk like me.

“How tall are you?” Tuan wanted to
sound like Thuy. She was always curi-
ous about people’s height. Perhaps she
had an inferior complex about being
short.

“Tam 5’8", 155 1b., black hair, black
eyes. How about you?”

Sh...! Where do you get that Ameri-
can-style description. We Vietnamese do
not have a lot of hair or eye colors, even
height or weight. We all look the same.

“People said I look like Demi
Moore; that’s why I pick Demi to be my
name. But of course I am not as pretty. |
am 5’1", 100 Ib., black hair, brown eyes.
How do you look like?”

“Well, you might think this is joke,
but people said I look like Michael Dou-
glas.”

Tuan couldn’t help but laugh out
loud. This guy is really a jerk.

“What are you doing this late?” Tuan
asked.

“I am reading my e-mail messages.
How about you?”

“I am not doing anything. I just want
to make friends with people.”

“Are you friendly?”

“Yes, of course I am friendly. Only
friendly people want to make friends
with others.”

“Not true. Lonely people want to
make friends with others, too. And lonely
is not synonymous with friendly.”

Somehow Tuan felt Chi sounded like
Thuy. He didn’t want to argue so he
changed the subject. He wanted to have
fun.

“Do you have a girlfriend?”

There was a real long pause. Then
came the reply.

“I did but we broke up some time
ago. She left me for another guy. I was
heartbroken so I now concentrate on
studying to forget her.”

“I am sorry. I've never had a boy-

friend. I mean, a real boyfriend, so I don’t
know what it’s like.”

“Do you want to have a boyfriend?”

“No, my brother said I am too young
for that. Besides, nobody seems to like
me very much.”

“Why?”

“Because I am too direct, sometimes
blunt.”

Tuan was telling the truth. He never
had a steady girlfriend, although he
keeps a list of at least ten girls who were
ready to go out with him.

“Are you sure that’s the reason?”

“Well, I am not as pretty as Demi
Moore, but I am not ugly either. [ am rea-
sonably intelligent. I am somewhat short
but I don’t think boys care. I cannot think
of other reasons.”

“Did you say ‘reasonably’ or
‘very’?”

“You got me there! I wanted to say
‘very’ but I think it’s too arrogant.”

“I agree that you are direct and per-
haps blunt. But that may not be the rea-
son why people don’t like you. Maybe
you are...like you say, arrogant?”

“Perhaps. But people would not
know that until they know me very well.
Here, they don’t even want to know me
very well”

“That’s interesting!”

The conversation went on for some
time. Eventually Tuan though it was
enough for a joke, but he didn’t want to
let Chi know. Why? He had so much fun
tonight. He wanted to keep the fun for
the future. They said bye to each other
and logged off. Tuan had a real big laugh
afterward.

Tuan didn’t think much of the prac-
tical joke that night. Chi didn’t sound like
other Vietnamese guys. He seemed in-
telligent and intellectual. Tuan had to
pretend to be Thuy in order to sound in-
telligent and intellectual. Tuan always
felt stupid whenever he talked to Thuy,
although Thuy was 3 years younger than
he. Thuy was intelligent and intellectual.
She read a lot and argued a lot. Tuan also
read a lot and liked to argue. He and
Thuy used to argue all the time when
they were younger. Since he started col-
lege three years ago, he didn’t have much
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time to talk with Thuy. In fact, he didn’t
have much time to read or to discuss se-
rious things. Whenever he hung out with
his friends, he talked just like them. Most
of the conversations centered around
school, girls and family. But they just
complained. Hung, for example, criti-
cized his teachers almost all the time. To
Hung, none of the professors deserved
to teach. Either they didn’t know how to
teach, or they were plain stupid. One of
Hung’s favorite target was Dr. Wang, the
professor in the chemistry department.
According to Hung, not only Wang
couldn’t explain, he was also stupid and
unfair. Tuan actually took a class with
Wang. Wang didn’t say a lot. He just
wrote the notes on the board and only
explained if there were questions from
students. But he was not really that bad.
His notes were clear and easy to under-
stand. His exams and grading were
equally tough, but Tuan didn’t think he
was unfair or stupid. Although he got a
C, he would not blame it on Wang. How-
ever, whenever Hung criticized Wang,
Tuan went along with him. Sometimes
Tuan felt ashamed of his cowardice, not
voicing his independent opinions. He
knew his sister, Thuy, would object to
anything that was slightly off her belief.

Tuan missed the deadline to turn in
the project. He came to see Dr. Watson
to ask for one-week extension. When
asked why, Tuan couldn’t lie. He told
Watson that he spent hours on debugging
the program but couldn’t figure out what
was wrong. After hearing that, Watson
shook his head and denied his request.

“It’s not fair to other students,”
Watson said.

“But other students don’t come to
see you,” Tuan tried to be convincing.

“Well, because they didn’t know if |
could give an extension,” Watson smiled
wryly.

Tuan bitterly left Watson’s office. He
pleaded to Watson and received a flat
rejection.

Watson knew he was a good student.
Why did he behave like a jerk? Actually,
Watson was a nice professor, compared
to others in the department. At least he
was willing to listen to Tuan and seemed



to care. However, Tuan still thought he
deserved more time to work on that im-
possible project.

Tuan came down to the lab to look
for his friends. The lab was half occu-
pied but none of his friends were there.
Tuan only recognized the two Arabian
students in his graphics class; they were
always together. They briefly said hi to
Tuan and quickly returned to their work.

Tuan logged in. He wanted to delete
those files and checked his e-mail. His
first e-mail message was from Thuy. She
wrote briefly:

“Tell mom I will be home late to-
day. I have the Econ exam tomorrow.”

Who cares about your exam? What
about my project? Tuan talked to him-
self. Why can’t she call home and tell
Mom? What if I don’t check my e-mail
today? Thuy was very tricky. She didn’t
want to confront Mom on the phone be-
cause she knew Mom would not be
happy if she came home late. She pushed
everything to Tuan. Tuan regretted that
he had talked his parents into forcing
Thuy to go to CSULB. Thuy was admit-
ted into UCLA, UCI and UCSD. Tuan
didn’t want his sister to go to those UC
schools. He was rejected by all the UC
schools before and he was still bitter
about that. He told his parents that he
would take care of Thuy better if she
enrolled at CSULB; it’s cheaper and
closer. He could drive her to school. His
parents agreed. They didn’t know the dif-
ference between UC and CSU systems.
To them, going to college was already a
big deal. It turned out that Tuan never
had to drive Thuy to school because she
had friends. It also turned out that Tuan
didn’t take care of Thuy much. She had
been independent long before she got
into college. In fact, she knew more about
college stuff than Tuan: she knew how to
select classes and planned a program.
Tuan’s main duty was reduced to being a
messenger for Thuy, and he was sick and
tired of doing it.

This is the fifth time that Thuy asked
him to tell Mom that she would be late.
Tuan was surprised to read the next mes-
sage. It was from Chi. Chi wrote:

“Please forward this message to

Demi. I would like to know if Demi has
her own account so that I can send her e-
mail without bothering you. Thank you.”

Demi was supposed to borrow her
brother’s account. Tuan felt uneasy. Chi
probably suspected something fishy. It is
very easy to get an account. Why doesn’t
Demi have her own account? Girls are
usually secretive and they would not
want to have their e-mail messages read
by anybody, let alone their own brother.

Tuan didn’t know what to do. Should
he tell Chi the truth and hope Chi would
laugh it off? Or should he continue to play
the practical joke on him? What if Chi
likes Demi? Oh, sh...!

The idea that Chi likes Demi made
Tuan tremble. This practical joke may go
too far. Chi doesn’t have a girlfriend now
so he might grab Demi as a substitute for
his former girlfriend. Tuan found it amus-
ing that Chi seemed to be interested in
Demi. At the same time, he felt some-
what embarrassed that he was Demi.

Tuan got upset with himself. How
could he be so stupid, getting involved
into this mess. What if Chi wants to in-
vestigate. He could trace the account to
know who he is. Tuan’s name is very
unique: Tuan Hoang. There are only a
few Vietnamese students with the same
last name on campus. In fact, Tuan knew
of only one guy, and that guy probably
graduated.

All of a sudden, there was the famil-
iar sound ringing from the computer and
a message appeared on the screen:

request to talk from ctran@galaxy....

“ctran” was Chi. Tuan was shocked.
What a coincidence! What should I do?
Should I respond? If I respond, who
should I be? Tuan or Demi? Damned!

The message continued:

request to talk from ctran@galaxy....

request to talk from ctran@galaxy....

Apparently, Chi seemed to be deter-
mined. Tuan decided to respond after
some hesitation.

“Hello,” Tuan replied.

“Hi, who is this? Is this Demi?” Chi
asked.

“Well, who do you want me to be?”
Tuan tried to buy time.

There was some pause. Then came
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back the reply.

“I want to talk to Demi. But if you
are her brother, I don’t mind talking to
you. I am bored to death.”

What a cool answer!

“This is Demi.” Tuan thought he had
no choice.

“Hi.”

“Hi, how are you?”

“I am bored to death,” Chi repeated.

“You have nothing to do?” Tuan felt
awkward. He didn’t know what to say.

“No, I have a lot to do. But right now,
I have nothing to do. Did you receive my
e-mail message?”

“Yes. In fact I’ve just finished read-
ing it.”

“Well?”

Tuan hesitated. What should he say?
Should Demi have her own account?

“Well what?” Tuan tried to buy time
again.

“Do you have your own account?”
Chi was anxious.

“No.”

“Do you know that it is very easy to
get an Internet account?”

Yes, of course I know, you idiot.

“Yes, I know, but my brother wants
me to keep it active. He never uses the
computer.”

“Yeah. I heard that if you don’t use
the account, they will purge it.”

Tuan didn’t know whether it was
true, but he was glad that he came up
with a valid excuse for Demi to use her
brother’s account.

“How’s school?” Chi asked.

“Nothing exciting. I have a midterm
exam coming up, my first college exam.”
Thuy had told him about it.

“How many units are you taking this
semester?”

“Only 12. My brother said that I
should take it easy the first semester to
avoid the culture shock.”

“Is he right?”

“Yes, he is right. College is totally
different from high school.”

“In what way?”

Tuan remembered his advice to
Thuy, but Thuy didn’t listen to it. She was
too ambitious by taking 16 units. She
even said that college classes were much



easier than her high school honor classes.

“It’s more relaxed but a lot tougher
when it comes to exams.”

“I thought you said your coming mid-
term exam is your first college exam?”

Tuan hated himself and Chi.

“Yes, it is my first midterm exam. But
I see my friends suffering.” He tried to
type fast so that Chi would not know he
was lying. He found out that it was easier
to lie when he typed than when he talked
face to face.

“Are you well prepared for your
exam?” Chi didn’t seem to detect his lie.

“I am never well prepared for ex-
ams.”

“Me too. Worse than that, [ am very
nervous when taking exams.”

“Are you nervous talking to a
stranger?”

There was a pause. Chi cleared the
screen. Tuan knew he was buying time
to think of an answer. He cleared the
screen and stared at the blinking cursor.
He imagined Chi’s face on the screen.
He said he looked like Michael Douglas.
How could an Asian guy look like Michael
Douglas? Maybe he had thin lips.

“Not by e-talk.” Chi finally re-
sponded.

“Why?”

“Because the elements of shyness
and fear are missing.”

“R U shy?” Tuan was truly curious.
He used to be shy himself when he was
in high school, so he knew what it was
like.

“Maybe. R U?”

Tuan noticed Chi copied his cryptic
typing.

“Not @ all. My brother always com-
plains that I'm 2 bold.”

“What’s d boldest thing that U did?”

Tuan tried to remember. In a mo-
ment, he forgot he was supposed to be
Demi.

“I poured milk over a guy in the caf-
eteria line.”

“WOW!!! That’s pretty bold for an
18 year old Vietnamese girl.”

“No, I was 14.” Tuan giggled when
he remembered that incident. He and
Thuy were standing in line when three
guys teased Thuy. Thuy was not afraid

of them even though they were much big-
ger than Tuan. She cursed them. Then
one guy pushed her. Tuan was holding a
glass of milk. He pretended to fall and
poured the milk on that guy’s new shirt.
Then he pulled Thuy to run as fast as they
could.

“HA HA HA !!! :-)))) ““ Chi prob-
ably was laughing real loud.

“Stop laughing! How about U?
What’s the boldest thing U did?”

“Me? ...Let me think ... . Well, I
smashed the counter in a liquor store with
a baseball bat.”

“Yeah, when U lost ur job, right?

Tuan thought Chi was funny. Maybe
he really looked like Michael Douglas.

Chi then turned to another subject.
“U said U don’t have a boy friend, right?”

“Right, but I don’t need one right
now, | just want to have friends, male or
female.”

“U said not a lot of people like u,
right?”

“Right! What r u trying to say?”

“Nothing. Somehow, I think we r in
the same boat.”

I knew it! This guy started to use the
same old trick: trying to get sympathy
from girls. Tuan felt like teasing him.

“Maybe there is sth. wrong with U,
Michael.”

“Yes, maybe. That’s why my girl-
friend left me 4 another guy.”

Tuan felt sorry for Chi. Although he
never had that kind of experience before,
he knew it could be devastating for a guy
when his girlfriend left him for another
guy.

He wanted to say something nice. “U
want to talk about it?”

“Maybe later. When I know U bet-
ter. Speaking of that, tell me about U.”

“What U 1 2 know?”

“Anything.”

“Well, I am stubborn, bold. I like
reading, swimming, & studying. I love
school. I probably will be a college pro-
fessor so that I can stay in school forever.”
Tuan was telling the truth.

“T also like reading & studying. But
I don’t know how to swim. Never have
time to learn. I am not usually stubborn
but I could be argumentative.”

@lon Song L3

“Why did U pick business to be ur
major?”

“Because I 1 2 run a business some
day. I don’t really want to be a business-
man, but I think it’s good to learn the ba-
sic stuff. Besides, my parents want me
to study business.”

“Do U usually do whatever ur par-
ents want?”

“Yeah, most of the time. I am their
oldest child. I have 4 brothers & sisters.
I have to set a good example. U R lucky,
U have an older brother.”

Tuan smiled. He knew what it was
like to be the oldest son. Chi only had 4
siblings. He had 6.

“Not really. Being a girl, I don’t re-
ceive much attention.”

“I know.”

They continued their conversation
about family for about another fifteen
minutes, and then logged off. Tuan found
out Chi had a good sense of humor and
was intelligent. He felt guilty. Chi
seemed to be a good person. He
shouldn’t have played a trick on him.
Tuan tried to think of a way to get out of
his practical joke. When he got home, he
forgot to tell his mom about Thuy’s mes-
sage. It turned out that Thuy got home
early. Tuan went to bed thinking about
Chi.

In the next several weeks, Tuan and
Chi exchanged several e-mail messages,
and e-talked a dozen times. Increasingly,
Tuan wanted to tell Chi the truth. He dis-
covered that Chi was very sincere. Chi
told him about his life, about his loneli-
ness. He came to California to live with
his aunt, leaving his parents, brothers and
sisters in Illinois because his aunt needed
him to take care of her business in Or-
ange County. He didn’t want to go to
California, but his family needed money.
He worked for his aunt to pay for his tu-
ition and saved money to send back
home. His aunt treated him very well and
paid him more than he would need. He
didn’t have to pay for room and board.

Tuan also told Chi about his life. He
alienated from Thuy’s life and revealed
his character little by little through Demi.
Once in a while, he made an inconsis-
tent detail, but he corrected before Chi



discovered it. Chi didn’t seem to suspect
anything.

The e-mail messages and the e-talk
conversations became more and more
intimate. Tuan’s guilt grew bigger and
bigger. In addition, he had some weird
feeling. He began to look forward to e-
talking to Chi, or reading his e-mails.
Chi’s letters were usually brief, but al-
ways made him happy. Tuan preferred
e-talk to e-mail because it was more
spontaneous, and more real. On e-talk,
Chi was more humorous, witty and sen-
sitive. They talked about almost every
possible subject: politics, philosophy, re-
ligion, family, life, school, boys and girls.
They didn’t always agree on many of the
subjects, but in general they shared the
same thinking. Tuan discovered that he
could converse with Chi intelligently. He
even cracked a lot of good jokes. One
time he made a joke so funny that Chi

had to type his laugh “HA HA HA” on
the entire screen.

Tuan never asked to meet Chi in per-
son, for obvious reasons. He thought it
was strange that Chi didn’t ask that ei-
ther. Perhaps Chi was such a gentleman,
he wanted Demi to raise the question
first. Or perhaps he was shy.

Tuan spent less time in the lab to e-
talk to Chi. He did it more often from
home. He had a modem in his home com-
puter but had found little use for it be-
cause he spent most of his time on cam-
pus until now. To avoid tying up the
phone, Tuan e-talked after midnight
when everybody was sleeping. He al-
ways found Chi on the Net after mid-
night on weekdays. Tuan thought it was
kind of funny: they could easily speak
on the phone, but somehow Chi didn’t
bother to ask Tuan’s phone number. Per-
haps he felt more comfortable typing
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than speaking. For now, it seemed to be
a good arrangement. It was also cheap
talking on the Net.

The semester was almost over. Tuan
did well in three classes, but still
struggled in Watson’s class. He decided
not to drop. He just didn’t want to go
through the same pain again. He knew
he could pass.

Tuan still hung out with his friends,
but he no longer enjoyed talking to them.
They talked about the same subjects, did
the same things, and went to the same
places. Tuan wondered why he didn’t see
that before. One evening, Tuan and his
two closest friends, Tom and Duy, went
to a party. They met some girls at school.
They talked to them, danced with them,
and took them to see a movie. When they
got out of the theater, it was almost mid-
night. One girl wanted to go home be-
cause she had curfews. After a brief dis-



cussion, they decided to take all the girls
home. They were hungry. After dropping
the girls off, they went to eat at a Viet-
namese restaurant that usually opened
very late. Their conversation turned to
girls.

“They are all smart,” Tom started.

“Why?” Duy asked.

“They pretend to be virtuous.”

“All of them?”

“Well, not all of them, but most of
them.”

“Who do you have in mind?” Tuan
jumped in.

“Lan,” Tom answered.

“But she is truly virtuous. She never
flirts with guys,” Tuan sounded positive.

“Yeah, because she is a lesbian,”
Duy said.

Tuan looked at him, stunned.

“How do you know?” Tom was curi-
ous.

“I heard,” Duy smiled cunningly.

“What’s wrong with lesbians?” Tom
asked, looking up and staring at Duy.

“Well, what’s wrong with gay?”’ Duy
asked sarcastically.

“Nothing wrong with lesbians or
gays,” Tom said, glancing at Tuan as if
Tuan would agree with him.

“I think it’s more wrong being gay
than being lesbian,” Duy said as-a-mat-
ter-of-factly.

Tuan felt awkward. He immediately
thought of Chi.

“How’s it s0?” Tuan wanted to par-
ticipate.

“Because girls are weak and they
cannot stand rejections. Therefore, they
are easily more intimate with each other.
They like to talk and reveal secrets. If
youread ‘Dear Abby’ regularly, you will
find out that most readers are women.
Therefore, by nature, it is more accept-
able for them to love each other.”

“What about the sex part?”

“You cannot have a sexual intimacy
without having first the emotional inti-
macy,” Duy said authoritatively.

“Since when did you become a sex
therapist?” Tom asked with a wry grin.

“You don’t have to be a sex thera-
pist to know these things.”

“Are you telling me that guys can-

not share secrets, and therefore it is more
wrong for them to have emotional inti-
macy?” Tuan asked slowly.

“Well, to some extent, it is true.”

“Do we share secrets?”

“Sure, but not that kind of secrets.”

“What kind of secrets are you talk-
ing about?”

Duy looked at Tuan and Tom; he
couldn’t answer. He knew there was
something wrong with his theory. He felt
stupid. He had not thought about the
problem fully and he was not prepared
to argue.

“Well, I don’t know,” Duy shrugged.

They changed subject and talked
about the party. Tuan couldn’t leave the
subject. He didn’t fully follow what Tom
and Duy were talking about in the next
several minutes. He didn’t really care.
He was thinking about Chi. Did they
share secrets? Probably not. He only
played Thuy’s role. His secrets were
Thuy’s secrets, although he did tell Chi
many of his own. Chi also talked a lot
about his personal stuff, but they could
hardly be secrets. Why does it have to
be secrets? What is emotional intimacy?
Why does emotional intimacy have to go
before sexual intimacy? Probably not.
People can have sex even before they
know each other very well. They may
not love each other. Will he love Chi?
Will Chi love him? Are they already in
love with each other? Am I gay? Is Chi
gay? Damned! What a mess!

Tuan felt he was left out. He looked
at Tom and Duy, and remembered things
they did together. They shared a lot of
secrets: all their sins, their first sexual
experience, all the girls they went out
with, their families, their jobs, and their
classes. Do they have emotional inti-
macy? Tuan was confused. He knew
there was something missing. He tried
to think of a word. What is that word?
Love? Fantasy? Romance? That’s it!
Romance. But what is romance? That
cannot be it. Attraction? Yeah, that’s
more like it! Physical attraction. Tuan
found the answer. “Physical attraction”
is the magic word. There must be a physi-
cal attraction before any kind of intimacy.
Since he and Chi could not have any kind
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of physical attraction, they could never
be intimate. Tuan felt released. I am not
gay! Smiling to himself, he looked at Tom
and Duy but they didn’t notice. They
were busy arguing about who was the
best-looking girl at the party.

Tuan went home around two o’clock
in the morning. His mom opened the door
and she looked worried, as usual. Tuan
knew his dad was sleeping. He kissed his
mom on her cheek. He didn’t do that very
often, only when he was in trouble. It
worked all the time. His Mom smiled at
him and kissed him back. She even said
good night to him.

Tuan couldn’t sleep. He thought
about what Duy said. Until tonight, they
had never discussed about homosexual
life or people. He didn’t know why. He
thought about all the e-talk conversations
and the e-mail messages with Chi. There
was something about Chi that he liked.
Chi seemed to be sensitive about his feel-
ings, in a strange way. Maybe he was
sensitive only because he thought Tuan
was a girl. Is it possible for a guy to be-
have differently according to the gender
of the subject? Tuan tried to think if he
was like that. He might have been more
gentle to girls, but in general, he would
be the same. He thought he was also sen-
sitive to people’s feeling, too. He was
also equally honest, even though with
guys he would tend to be more blunt.

He knew he liked Chi very much.
Maybe he liked Chi too much. Tuan was
shivering. I should tell him the truth. This
game is out of control. It is no longer fun
because I am now confused and in
trouble. He wanted to talk to Chi right
now. I must tell him the truth. I have to
send him a message. I don’t have the
courage to e-talk to him. Without think-
ing further, Tuan got up and went to the
computer. He logged in and went to his
e-mail. I got mail. Maybe from Chi. Tuan
went through the mail messages. Yes,
there is one from Chi. I knew it! Tuan
could hear his heart beating. He didn’t
know why he was so nervous. He had
read Chi’s mail many times before. He
looked at the size of the mail. Wow, more
than 14,000 bytes; it is a long one.

“Dear Demi,



I think it’s about time for me to tell
you the truth. I am not Chi, at least not
the Chi you have imagined. My full name
is Tra™n Thi. Quy‘nh Chi, and I am a
girl.

Yes, Demi, I am a girl, just like you.
Please don’t yell or scream. I know I am
playing a dirty joke on you. It’s unfor-
givable. I am not asking you to forgive
me. I couldn’t even forgive myself. I have
been very honest with you. Everything I
have told you is true. I only lied to you
about my gender, my height and my
weight.

Demi,

If I hurt your feeling, I didn’t mean
it. Not at all. When you first e-talked to
me, I was depressed and lonely. I'd just
broken up with my boyfriend, and it was

didn’t care much about me; he was fool-
ing around with other girls. I hated all
the girls looking for guys. When you told
me you were looking for a friend, 1
thought you were that kind of girl. In my
most stupid moment, I pretended to be a
guy.

Lately I have been thinking exten-
sively about you. I don’t know what’s
going on. I am totally confused. I want
you to be my friend, but at the same time,
there is something between us that makes
it very hard for me to treat you like a fe-
male friend. You know why, because 1
fooled you.

You didn’t sound like many of the
female friends I have. I know I am 2 years
older than you, but I don’t feel like being
an older sister to you. You are too smart

[ think of you more than I should. 1
don’t know why. This is the first time I
am experiencing this kind of feeling. 1
want to apologize to you, but I don’t know
how to. I guess the best way is to tell the
truth. I don’t know what will happen next.

You don’t have to respond to this let-
ter. If I don’t hear from you in a week, 1
will assume that our “friendship” is gone.
I will never bother you again. I will can-
cel my Internet account.

Whatever happens, I want to tell you
that you are a very special person. I want
to thank you for giving me the best time
of my life in the past few weeks.

Quynh Chi”

The sky seemed to fall on Tuan and
he thought he could die. [
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1 cup (250 ml) butter, margarine, or
shortening

1 1/4 cup (315 ml) firmly packed brown
sugar

2 eggs

1/2 teaspoon (2.5 ml) vanilla extract

1 1/4 cup (315 ml) all-purpose flour,
sifted

1 teaspoon (5 ml) baking soda

172 teaspoon (2.5 ml) salt

1/2 teaspoon (2.5 ml) cinnamon

2 1/2 cup (625 ml) old-fashioned oats
172 cup (125 ml) wheat germ

O

Yén Hy phu trach

Editor’s note: To promote the English portion within our hilingual magazine,
Non Song’s "Nii Cong Gia Chanh" (Home Economics) section will be in English in this issue.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (177
degrees C). Using a hand or electric
beater, in a large bowl, cream butter and
sugar until fluffy. Add eggs and vanilla,
beating until well mixed. In another
bowl, combine flour, baking soda, salt,
and cinnamon. Gradually stir flour mix-
ture into first bowl and mix well. Stir in
oats and wheat germ. Grease baking
sheet with butter or ready-made spray.
Drop batter by rounded teaspoons (5Sml)
onto a lightly greased baking sheet. Bake
10 to 12 minutes until lightly browned.
Remove cookies from baking sheet and
cool on a rack or a large plate. Makes
about 5 dozen cookies.

Suggestion: Use this recipe to com-
pare cookies made from scratch with a
commercially prepared version. Bake the
cookie recipe and purchase a pack of
prepared oatmeal cookies. Compare in-
gredients as well as the taste between
the two versions.

To remove rust from household tools,

make a paste using 2 tablespoons salt and
1 tablespoon lemon juice. Apply the paste

to rust with a dry cloth and rub.

To remove water rings or spots from
wood furniture, apply a paste of equal
parts of salt and salad oil. Let stand one
minute. Wipe and polish.

To make pantyhose more resistant to
runs and snags, wash pantyhose accord-
ing to manufacturer's instructions and al-
low to drip dry. Then mix 2 cups of salt
with one gallon of water and immerse
pantyhose in solution. Soak for 3 hours
and drip dry.

(N.A. Su Tam)

Trang P& Ban ky nay glri d&€n quy doc gid vé Pia Ly nudc Nam ta. Gidi thudng cho
ba vi doc gid ndo ddp ding va giti cau trd 15i sém nh4't 12 mot nim tap chi NS.
Phan két qua tring thudng va gidi ddp sé dudc ding trong hai sd k& tiép.

Moi quy ddc gid don xem.

Do Dia Ly
Soan Gid Lé Ai Viet

Nii nao cao nhat hoan cau?

Nii ndo chét vét ditng dau nuée ta?
Nui nao sdnh v§i cong Cha?

Nui nao thi si Tain P4 mugn tén?
Nii nao trin cdi Long Bién?

Al

. N R N N A .
. Nui nao noi ti€ng § mién D& Kinh?

. Ndi ndo nhic d&€n Tay Ninh?

. Nii ndo trin giit mién Thanh?

6
7
8. Nii nao khi€n cu Trang Trinh ndi danh?
9
1

0. Ndinao cdc bac 1do thanh bay chadi?
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Nguyen Ngoc Hiép

(Bergen, Norway)

Ban bién tdp Non Song (NS) vo cung
cam dong khi dugc biét qua nhitng dong
tam sy trong ld thu ciia ban. NS rdt hiéu
va thong cdm cho hoan cdnh ciia nhiing
nguoi Viét, nhdt la cdc ban tré, dang song
noi hdi ngoai. Chinh vi thé ma NS da,
dang va sé cd gdng duy tri va phdt huy
tiéng néi ciia minh nham muc dich xdy
dung tiéng néi chung cho nguoi Viét hdi
ngoai. Do dé NS luén mé réng vong tay
dé duoc tiép don tdt cd cdc ban, nhdt la
cdc ban tré nhu Hiép, con cé nhitng trdn
tré, nhitng thiéu ving trong kiép séng tha
huong nay. Vdy khéng cé Iy do nao phdi
ngdn ngai hét Hiép nhé! Rat mong nhdn
duoc nhitng dong gop quy bdu hay thu
tir ciia ban thuong xuyén hon. Chiic ban
va gia dinh luén cé dugc niem vui thodi
mdi noi xit la qué nguoi, va luén an manh,
nhu y.

Than ai.

Lé Thu Théo

(Clearbraok, Texas)

Cdm on ban da khong cham tré géi
ngdn phiéu va khéng quén kém theo ld
tho gidi thich vé chuyén hiéu lam dé. Moi
viéc da dugc gidi quyét ém xudi.

Mén.

Trdn Minh Khdng Tude

(San Diego, California)

Anh Tudc thdn mén,

Chiing t6i c6 nhdn duoc thu anh yéu
cdu kiém tra lai ho so va diéu chinh lai
ngay hét han ciia to tap chi Non Séng
giti tdn nha. Do so xudt, ching téi da
dong ddu hét han trén to tap chi giti cho
anh sé 85 thdng 4 vita qua trong khi
chiing t6i dd nhdn dugc chi phiéu $20 s6
1279 ciia anh. Chiing téi da thay déi
trong danh sdch giti bdo cho djc gid va
s€ giti tap chi Non séng cho anh dén s6
90. Chdn thanh cdm on sy nhdc nhé ciia

anh va tdm long than thwong da bdo tro
tap chi Non Séng trong thoi gian qua.
Tran trong.

Mai Ba Thanh

(Tranhy, Norway)

Anh Thanh thén mén,

Ban Bién Tdp Non Song rdt vui khi
nhdn dugc buu thiép ciia anh giti tdng
nhdn chuyén di nght hé vita qua ciia anh.
Chiing t6i ciing da nhan dugc $30 tién
bdo trg mua tap chi dai han ciia anh.
Chén thanh cdm on sy thuong mén cia
anh va cdu chiic anh mot mita he that
Vui.

Tran trong

CHI PHIEU NHAN BUGC

Mai B4 Thanh (Norway) ................ $30

Anthony T. Nguyén (Fairfax,VA) ...$20

V6 Anh Tuén (Fairfax, VA) ............. $18
SACH BAD NHAN BUGC

Nhin Bdn — Vietnam Democracy —
Ban Tin Hung Viét — Southeast Asian
Archive, UCI Libraries — Sinh Vién
Xuan '97, VSA Chaffey College — Bén
Tin Ngudi Viét [llinois — Viét Magazine
— S6ng Manh — Saigon Times — Tap
San Sinh Vién, VSA Cypress College —
Nguyét San Hiép Nhiat — Asian Pacific
Affairs — Giao Piém — Pa Hiéu — Dic
San Xuan, VSA Wichita State Univer-
sity, Kansas — Tap San Sinh Thic, Uc
Chiu

/

Lé Thi Hong Nho
bédng Thi Xuan Xuin
Nguyén Lau

vi trén thu gtii vé chiing toi.

Non sdng gl tin nha.

Tap Chi Non Song.

Két Qua Gidi Bd Vui Tap Chi Non Sdng Tét Binh Siiu 1997

Chiing t6i rat vui khi nhan dugc sy hudng (ng ndng nhiét clia
quy ban doc trong ky d6 vui 1an dau tién nhan dip T&t Pinh Sttu vira
qua. Va ciing that 12 khé cho ching tdi trong lic chAm gidi khi phdi
doc qua hang trim 14 thu gidi ddp d6 vui ma hau nhu gidi ddp nao
ciing ding. Chiing tdi rat cAm dong khi c¢6 mot s6 doc gid da du
dodn c¢6 d€n 10 ngdn va cd 15 ngan ngudi da tham dy ky d& vui nay.
Py 1a niém mong udc cla ching tdi trong tuong lai sip t6i.

Sau day 1a k€t qué cla 3 ngudi da gidi ddp trang hét cdc cau hdi
trong thdi gian s6m nhi't, va nhit1a da dodn dugc gin tring s& ngudi
tham du ky d& vui vira qua (hon 400 ngudi):

Xin 2 vi doc gid Ping Thi Xuan Xuin va Nguyén Lau lién lac
cho chiing t6i dia chi vi chiing t6i da khong tim thiy dia chi clia quy

Chiing tdi s& giti d&€n 3 vi doc gia trén gidi thudng 1a 1 nim bdo

Chan thanh cdm on sy tham dy cla quy ban doc. Mong quy vi
ban doc sé ti€p tuc tham du cdc ky thi trong mdi s& phat hanh cla
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