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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee,
thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify
before the Committee today.
My name is Ha Van Ngo and I
am a 16 year-old Vietnamese
orphan. I arrived to the United
States exactly two weeks ago,
after being detained for nearly
four years in detention centers
in Hong Kong. First, I would
like to acknowledge my appre-
ciation to Congressman Mat-
thew Martinez, a member of
this committee, and hundreds
of caring people who have in-
tervened on my behalf with the
Hong Kong Government, the
United Nations High Commis-
sion for Refugees (UNHCR),
and the US Consulate in Hong
Kong. Without the help of
these kind individuals, I would
not be here today.

I landed in Hong Kong by
boat on August 24, 1990. I es-
caped from Viet Nam alone because both of my par-
ents were deceased and my two brothers and sister
were not able to come with me. One of my brothers
had also fled Viet Nam in early 1990. He is being
detained in the Philippines. He has not been ap-
proved for reunification with me and my relatives
in this country.

Since my father was a military officer in the
former government, my family was discriminated

against and targeted for politi-
cal and economic retribution.
My father was held in a re-
education camp for a year.
After his release, he was
forced into hard labor. I had to
flee my country because the
communist government black-
listed all former officers and
their family members, pre-
venting them from being full
and productive citizens.

When I arrived in Hong
Kong, the authorities detained
me in a closed camp called
Green Island. A closed camp
is similar to a prison. There are
curfews, food rations, barbed
wire fences, and armed secu-
rity guards. Green Island was
also a crowded, dirty and un-
sanitary place with shortages
of food and water. After

twenty days there, I was moved to Whitehead for
much of the same. After two months, I was moved
again to Saikong. My six-month detainment here
was the most unforgettable experience of my life.
Life in the camp was hard without the pooled re-
sources of a family. Because I had no family, I had
to fend for myself. I remember the days were hot,
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and the nights were filled with mosquitoes. Since
mosquito nets were not provided, for protection,
some of us unaccompanied minors took empty car-
ton boxes, taped up the holes and tears and put them
over our heads for coverage. We wrapped our bod-
ies with blankets even though the weather was hot.
In the morning, we still woke up with swollen faces
from the mosquitoes that had managed to get through
the boxes and blankets anyway. After Saikong, I
was moved to Tai A Chau and detained until earlier
this month when I was taken back to Whitehead, to
await repatriation to Vietnam.

In September 1992, I found out that I was re-
jected for resettlement and was put on a list of people
to be forcibly repatriated to Viet Nam. I was shocked
at this news because I never went through a formal
screening process. When I brought this up to the
authorities, they reminded me of my conversation
with a UNHCR field worker five months earlier,
which, they insisted, was the screening. This con-
versation consisted of nothing more than a few ques-
tions about my deceased parents and aunt and uncle
in Viet Nam. I filed for an appeal but it was also
rejected.

Despite my aunt and uncle�s refusal to accept
me back to Viet Nam, the UNHCR, whose mandate
was to protect unaccompanied minors like myself,
used subterfuge and coercion to get my uncle to sign
for my repatriation. In one incident, a UNHCR staff
member lied to my uncle that I already arrived in
Hanoi and that he must sign some papers to pick me
up. My uncle refused while knowing all along that
this UN agency was resorting to tricks to have me
sent back. Learning of this incident, a Hong Kong
television station, Asia Television Limited, sent a
crew to Vietnam to conduct an investigative report
on my case. The ATV correspondent discovered that
the UNHCR in Viet Nam repeatedly intimidated and
lied to my relatives about my intentions.

When this report was aired on Hong Kong TV,
it caused an uproar against the UNHCR. I have the
tape here and would be happy to show it to any
member who wishes to watch it.

In my case, which was classified as a �vulner-
able unaccompanied minor�, the policy for the
UNHCR to follow under refugee law was to con-

sider an alternative that would best serve my inter-
est. Although it was made abundantly clear that my
aunt and uncle in Viet Nam refused to receive me,
UNHCR officials ignored this fact as they tried to
force me back to an unaccepting family. Obviously
it was not in my best interest to return to Viet Nam.
In fact, another aunt and uncle of mine who reside
in San Gabriel, California, have filed papers to spon-
sor me since May 1991. My relatives in California
were willing to take me in and assume financial re-
sponsibility for my stay in the US. The UNHCR re-
fused to take this application into account and grant
my wish to be resettled with them. It coldly applied
its ruling while knowing full well that the humane
alternative for me was to be in the US.

I did not want to return to Viet Nam. The
UNHCR and the Nordic Assistance to Repatriated
Vietnamese (NARV)representatives did everything
to convince me to go back. I was promised com-
puter training, money and land to build a house if I
didn�t want to live with my relatives. I was told that
my return to Viet Nam would entail staying in nice
hotels and driving around in nice cars. When I re-
fused their offers, a NARV representative deemed
me stubborn and threatened that the guards would
come and take me anyway. I took the threat seri-
ously and went into hiding.

With a toothbrush and a change of clothing, I
moved from section to section in the camp. People
in the camp would hide me in their living spaces
and would warn me when guards were approach-
ing. I often had to hide under bedding or behind
curtains. On occasions, I had to just run away, some-
times without time to slip on my shoes. I lived in
hiding for almost four months.

Fortunately, I was able to secretly meet with
some lawyers working at the camp. When one took
on my case, I felt safe and no longer feared the
danger of being forcibly repatriated. However, one
day just as my lawyer left the camp, two guards
grabbed me, gagged my mouth and pushed me into
a truck. They brought me to an office where four
men pinned me down on the floor. I feared for my
safety, so I struggled to get away. In the struggle, I
hit my head against a hard surface and suffered a
minor injury. Only then did they let me go and send
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me to the infirmary.

However, while still in the infirmary, a UNHCR
representative approached me with a notification of
my pending repatriation date. I thought everything
was lost when I saw the UNHCR seal on the docu-
ment. I knew that if the document was issued by the
Hong Kong government, I would still have hope of
UNHCR�s intervention. The UNHCR seal meant
that there would be no more hope because there
was no one left to intervene. I was handcuffed and
sent to Whitehead.

Fortunately, the international community took
interest in my plight. Politicians, lawyers, commu-
nity leaders, and citizens, including refugees in the
camps, have come together to pressure the UNHCR
and the Hong Kong Government to let me reunite
with my relatives in the US. Only intense pressure
from the world community did they reluctantly
change their course and permit me to come here.

Thousands of Vietnamese asylum seekers in
Hong Kong and elsewhere in Southeast Asia are
not as lucky in that they have suffered so much in-
justice without the knowledge or assistance of out-
siders. They also need help, and in many cases, much
more deserving of assistance than me.

Repatriation of boat people against their emo-
tional and physical will is both inhumane and coun-
terproductive. On April 7, five days before I arrived
to the US., 1,200 Hong Kong security members
came into Whitehead and lobbed 500 tear gas can-
isters into a crowd of 1,400 refugees who were con-
ducting a hunger strike against forced repatriation.

I was also a victim of tear gas attack by the Hong
Kong police in 1991. I knew first hand how these
people must have suffered as they tried to maintain
their breath and stay conscious. The police indis-
criminately aimed at people, giving no regard for
the safety of the women and children. As condi-
tions in the camps worsen, the Hong Kong Govern-
ment is resorting to violence and brute force to re-
move the refugees.

There are still approximately 26,000 refugees
in Hong Kong. The refugees cannot escape the atro-
cious living conditions because they are not free,
nor do they have any access to the media to tell the

world community of the abuses. For nearly four
years, I was one of them, wasting away in a so-called
detention camp that is nothing less than a maximum
security prison.

I come here to speak about the injustice that I
have suffered in Hong Kong. I also want to take
this opportunity to publicize about the tragic conse-
quences of forced repatriation as currently pushed
by the Hong Kong Government and supported by
the UNHCR via their indifference. The situation for
these people looks bleak. Camp conditions are de-
teriorating. It is sadly ironic that these people fled
Viet Nam in search of freedom only to be detained
and repatriated for their attempt.

Mr. Chairman, as an eyewitness to and a victim
of UNHCR abuse in Hong Kong, I respectfully re-
quest that your committee open an immediate in-
vestigation into the operations of the UNHCR, re-
lating to its handling of unaccompanied minors like
myself. The Committee should also conduct inquir-
ies into the policy of forced repatriation as it affects
Vietnamese refugees. The UNHCR�s behavior to-
ward the refugees is shameful.

As leaders and elected representatives of the
United States, you can help the boat people by en-
suring that they are being treated fairly, and that
they should not be forced back against their will. I
urge all of you to intervene on behalf of the Viet-
namese asylum seekers as a humanitarian gesture
of a great Democracy. I ask for your compassion
for these helpless people. All they want is a chance
to live free and exercise their right as normal hu-
man beings.

Mr. Chairman, I again thank you for the chance
to testify today. I hope that by sharing my experi-
ence with you, the Committee will see fit to take
real action to help the Vietnamese people. º
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There I lay in the dumpster of life
Half dead ... half alive
Body so light as if I were drifting on air
Eyes closed or not (?)
Everything seems so white as ...
patches of white clouds in the sky
white bed linens fresh cleaned out of the wash
sea foams rushing in with the ocean waves
Click clacks, people moving, talking, instructions
Tic toc..... �time�s awasting�
.............
Not knowing what tomorrow�s like
Trapped in a state of confusion
Caught between two cultures
I am called by so many names
Vietnamese for one
Then there�s �nip�
�new waver�
�gangster�
�bastard�
�fob�
even ... �chink�
�chinaman�
�americanized�
etceteras etceteras etceteras...
But what am I really???????
Who are they to label what is and what not???
Don�t even know what the hell am I here for?!?
What�s the purpose of life .....
When there seems none to begin with?!?
�Do this....Do that....That�s what�s good for ya!�
Is it really??????
Would someone tell me who I should listen to?
Parents? Teachers? Friends? Relatives? Shrink?
or my own stupid instincts?
Confused
Dazed
Exhausted
The journey of life seems so long
The hardships I�ve endured compare to many�s like
�a needle in a haystack�
So why.....why.....why?
Tough question.......tough answer!
or stupid question.......answer not needed!
................
So there I lay on the bed of life
.................
Grasping for perhaps the last minutes of it
Thinking for the first time.....
So many things in life I�ve not yet done!!!!

Awaken
a

Bit Late
(identity crisis)
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Answers not yet acquired
Knowledge not yet learned
Be content of knowing
Life is just life itself!
�Live and let live�
Get drowned in the field of dreams
Be drowned in dreams of pleasure
Do whatever the heart desires
�Cause now ... now ...
By the look of things
I won�t be doing anything!!!!
Except fade away into the memories of others
Be a passerby among passersby
Of no importance whatsoever
Unless people here�s able to
Pull me back from the other world
If not, maybe in the next life
I�ll know better!!!
� TL (SFSU)
05/94

Comprehension
One night
I saw your heart through you dark black eyes
Sweet but dismal as the late Autumn time
As air vaguely drowsed, as stars hazily glittered
In the Fall evening, the late sunbeams drowned all over the sky
One day
I saw your deep blue eyes looked like the sky azure
The wavering lashes contouring your eyes as dull as the Fall amour
Covered over yours eyes was the thinly brownish hair veil
Blended with sympathy that makes yours eyes more beloved
Always
The hues of the Fall were your colored eyes� reflection
Multicolored leaves condensed into one the black medium
Your emotional eyes transposed the hues of every Fall
Into your sentiment in accord with the Fall impression
Day after day later
I met the light of yours eyes through yours heart
Our souls crossed we both closed with each other
We know inside ourselves the way of our thought
Exchanged between us the Love we together preferred
Leâ Ñöùc Thöôøng Thuûy
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It was two months after my grandmother died
of cancer when I stood on the sand of Atlantic Beach,
North Carolina, gazing into the beautiful sunset sky
hand in hand with my boyfriend. As I walked along
the beach, I faced a fact which I had been neglect-
ing to face. While I looked out upon the pink ocean,
I thought of her, now absent from this earth, soci-
ety, and family. Realizing this, I wept and slowly
staggered to the edge of the water.

The beach displays a serene setting which causes
me to often think about the world and the unknown
while I am here. That night, as I pondered about
what life and death really mean, I noticed things
that I never had before. The eve of this dawning,
there were more tears in the sky than I had ever
seen, or perhaps, ever noticed. I stood for a mo-
ment with my head toward the world above and
wanted to reach out to my grandmother to tell her I
missed her and loved her.

An extreme feeling of guilt overcame me after
hearing her death because I was not there at her
bedside. She was not a poor person yet not rich nei-
ther; she loved and adored her family but would
only accept her own views of life. Nothing nor any-
one could alter them. She was the type who would
stay and say thing longer than intended just to get
under your skin. She was active and health there-
fore, her death came as a blow to me. In fact, I didn�t
know she was hospitalized for a month or so before
her death.

As I sat there wondering there she was and
whether or not she was thinking good thoughts about
me while lying on her death bed, the tide rushed in.
It softly caressed my toes, my arches, the my heels.
There had been a very low tide the entire late after-
noon so when that epiphanous moment occurred,

my life was alter forever. As the dark, mysterious
salt water encompassed my feet, the primary thought
that entered my mind was that my grandmother, hand
in hand with Providence, was in the heavens reach-
ing out to comfort me. At this instance, my hand lost
grasp of my boyfriend�s warm touch and I began to
walk alone looking up and out into the darkness.

The tide moved with me, striving to reach for
me, wherever I was along the beach. The tide was
a soft touch that consoled me. The tide allowed me
to forgive myself and rid myself of the guilt I had
felt upon her death. The tide was transformed from
being only a fraction of the wondrous ocean to a
warm being with open arms always there and ex-
tended to me for comfort and embrace. I then ac-
cepted that my grandmother did love me despite all
the sorrows and heartaches I had caused her during
her lifetime. I also hoped that she knows that I love
her too. That moment ensured me that we do have
a wondrous father who is watching over us day by
day, hour by hour, minute by minute. He is there
with the tide to hold our hands as we experience
the joy and sadness of life. º

The Tide
Haûi AÂu (N.C.)

Ñoïc & Coå Ñoäng:

Non Soâng

Non Soâng

Non Soâng
Tieáng noùi cuûa tuoåi treû Vieät Nam haûi ngoaïi
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MEDIEVAL and EARLY MODERN HISTORY OF IDENTITY

a woman biologically really pre-
disposed to motherhood?)

By comparison, gender refers
to the social and cultural conven-
tions members of a society asso-
ciate with these biological differ-
ences. As such, gender varies im-
mensely in time and space and is
never really fixed. The �gender�
category is composed of gender
identity and gender roles. Gen-
der identity refers simply to the
�sense of being man or woman,�
whereas gender roles refer to all
these activities, choices, behav-
iors we associate with the gender
identity.

If being a man or a woman
was once a fixed enterprise, it has
been seriously challenged and re-
defined in the past century which
has been the blurring of gender
categories, gender lines, and gen-
der social segregation in various
social settings (living arrange-
ments, schools, clothe, mothering,
workplace). There has been an
unmistakable destabilization and
trivialization of an old, fixed, au-
thoritarian traditional world and
the emergence of a more fluid,
open, mutable one. Similarly,
identity has become partially
trivialized and weakened From
being absolute, essential and

fixed, identity is becoming rela-
tive, plural and fragmented. From
being firmly rooted in a commu-
nity, family, and geographical
space, identity has become up-
rooted and sent afloat in the me-
dia landscape. From being given
and closed, identity has become
the object of self-awareness, self-
consciousness, challenge,
change, and re-construction. This
shift in identity formation can be
perceived as the �democratiza-
tion of personhood,� although this
might be as a bit optimistic.

At the end of the 20th cen-
tury, we find ourselves not only
at the end of a century but at the
end of a millennium. There is thus
a strong sense in academic and
elsewhere that we are entering a
new world which will dramati-
cally change the way we live and
define who we are. If Case-Stud-
ies of Modern Identities, and Co-
hort Identities, indicated the de-
stabilization and trivialization of
various dimensions of identity,
then we should ask ourselves
whether these trends of destabi-
lization/trivialization will continue
and increase (and if this is so,
where will that lead us) or
whether we are moving into to-
tally uncharted territories of the

Identity is important since it
provides a coherence to the past.
Identity offers a contrast in the
present: Interestingly, knowing
who we are, what kind of iden-
tity one is necessities the indica-
tion of what one is NOT. To be
someone is thus possible only
through not being someone else.
The creation of identity is thus
symbolically related to the cre-
ation of the �other.� And iden-
tity provides a channel for the
future: Having defined who we
are also mean that we can then
also better know what we should/
could I will/can do (and con-
versely what we should not do).
Once an identity is defined, the
person is launched into certain di-
rections and not others.

Before analyzing identity, it
is important to understand the dif-
ference between biological sex
and gender. Biological sex refers
to all those biological and physi-
ological differences characteriz-
ing men and women. Theoretical
assumptions abound about what
certain biological differences
mean in terms of gender psycho-
logical dynamics, but those are
questionable (for example, is the
male hormone testosterone really
related to more aggressivity?, is

� JT
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self. Is it conceivable that, given
these trends, we are moving into
a world of people without identi-
ties? If this is so, how does it feel
like?

Let�s look at the decade plot:
the MTV identity and its charac-
terizing events illustrates the idea
that different cohorts have expe-
rienced these events different
ways. Thus, growing up in the
1960s has shaped one�s identity
differently than, say, growing up
in the 1930s or 1980s. The cohort
one belongs to and the historical
events associated with it are not
merely �events� or �dates� but
reference groups forming a gen-
erational consciousness. We will
carry these with us (mentally,
emotionally) for the rest of our
lives. Today, increasingly, social
scientists are talking about the
�MTV generation� or an age-co-
hort which has experienced
MTV. Now MTV is important not
only because it broadcasts rock
music, violence, and sex, but
more importantly because of the
WAY it communicates its mes-
sages. As we all know, the MTV
world is a world of 30 seconds
blips and bytes � or less. MTV
format is thus built around the
rapid movement from one story
to another, by the blurring of spa-
tial locations and historical peri-
ods, by the blurring of fiction and
reality, etc. But MTV is the most
extreme example of tendencies
of viewing the world through
television. These tendencies are
also evident with the simple use
of a remote control enabling the
viewer to visually �jump� rapidly
from one-story to the next, from
one historical period to another,
from one area to the next, from

Thoughts of You

So here I sit with thoughts on my mind
though many are ambient, there exists only of one mind.
It�s the kind that brings out an expressive smile
on someone�s face after going that extra mile.
It�s the kind of thought that brings joy
to a little girl�s face on a rainy day,
to help her forget all her problems
and see beautiful blooming flowers of May.
There are the same thoughts that warm
an old man�s heart on a cold winter night.
The very exact thoughts that bring
Mother Nature to Dawn�s early light.
These are thoughts
that have all so often make me Love�s fool;
These could be nothing else,
but the very thoughts of you.

� C.P. (UCSB)
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one another, etc. The MTV
worldview (and remote-control
TV in general) thus presents a
reality where time, space, and
scenarios collide on the screen
without necessary order, center,
or logic. What we should also take
into consideration is that the abil-
ity of individuals growing up zap-
ping through channels also shape
these individuals� consciousness
whereby they become now able
to �hold� different stories in their
heads at the same time (even
though attention span has dra-
matically decreased).

In conclusion, different de-
cades thus encourage different
types of identities, depending on
the cohort we belong to, the ref-
erence groups we identify with,
and the social historical events
characterizing them. We define
who we are from within the web
of meanings, symbols, stories, etc.
in which we find ourselves, this
web has been overwhelmingly
defined by men. Historically, for
instance, women have had to de-
fine themselves and construct
their identities within a male web
of meanings Again, build an iden-
tity using props, significant oth-
ers, generalized others, powerful
others, reference groups, memo-
ries, vocabularies of motives, and
histories, we must ask ourselves
what are the gender-dimensions
of these identity markers. We see
ourselves, our gender-identities
through reflections and defini-
tions of others (whether general-
ized, significant, reference
groups, etc.), as those change, so
will our identities.

° JT (UCSB)

The Cries of Poetry
I speak from this sheet of paper
The scent given off is my ribbon ink�s vapor.
I came into existence with a touch of a button, then printed
on this sheet.
My only purpose to others from head to feet.

As days pass and nights gone,
So must I remain with the promise of dawn.
Tears of sorrow as raindrops fall,
Here I am to swallow them all.

Times of lost when no one cares,
I�ll be with you if no one dares.
If ever you need comfort and joy,
You can be my Shirley and I can be your Roy.

But with the gift of life exists the chance for death,
I can easily be crumbled and laid to rest.
As you can see, my life is dependent on others,
I exist only if someone acknowledges me, for I have no
mother.
So please I must ask a favor from you,
Read me, remember me, so that I may not be thrown out
like an old shoe.
And if you will. Please hang me on your wall, so that I may
see how you grew so tall,
And how beautiful you would look for the winter ball.
I came to life for only one purpose, now I ask for only one
favor,
Allow me to ease the pain of human labor.
Let me see, experience, and share a moment of happiness,
For we all forget to truly live, out of carelessness.

I ask of you, please pin me and those that would follow me
to your wall,
And forever devoted to you, we�ll be on called.
Allow us to protect you from all that brings harm,
Like the picket fence around a fairy-like farm.
Let us warm your heart and comfort your soul,
We�ll never be apart, and let�s make new of what is old.

° CP 92
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acing.
After repeated questioning,

however, the boy only gave the
same reply. Exasperated, the rich
man told him, �All right, little
devil, listen to me! I came here
today to take the money your par-
ents owe me. But if you tell me
where they really are and what
they are doing, I will forget all
about the debt. Is that clear to
you?�

�Oh, sir, why are you joking
with a poor little boy? Do you ex-
pect me to believe what you are
saying?� For the first time the boy
looked interested.

�Well, there is heaven and
there is earth to witness my prom-
ise,� the rich man said, pointing
up to the sky and down to the
ground.

But the boy only laughed.
�Sir, heaven and earth cannot talk
and therefore cannot testify. I
want some living thing to be our
witness.�

Catching sight of a fly alight-
ing on a bamboo pole nearby, and
laughing inside because he was
fooling the boy, the rich man pro-
posed, �There is a fly. He can be
our witness. Now, hurry and tell
me what you mean when you say
that your father is out cutting liv-
ing trees and planting dead ones,
while your mother is at the mar-
ket selling the wind and buying
the moon.�

Looking at the fly on the pole,
the boy said, �A fly is a good
enough witness for me. Well,
here it is, sir. My father has sim-
ply gone to cut down bamboos
and make a fence with them for
a man near the river. And my

Everyone in the village knew
the usurer, a rich and smart man.
Having accumulated a fortune
over the years, he settled down
to a life of leisure in his big house
surrounded by an immense gar-
den and guarded by a pack of fe-
rocious dogs. But still unsatisfied
with what he had acquired, the
man went on making money by
lending it to people all over the
county at exorbitant rates. The
usurer reigned supreme in the
area, for numerous were those
who were in debt to him.

One day, the rich man set out
for the house of one of his peas-
ants. Despite repeated reminders,
the poor laborer just could not
manage to pay off his long-stand-
ing debt. Working himself to a
shadow, the peasant barely suc-
ceeded in making ends meet. The
moneylender was therefore de-
termined that if he could not get
his money back this time, he
would proceed to confiscate some
of his debtors� most valuable be-
longings. But the rich man found

no one at the peasant�s house but
a small boy of eight or nine play-
ing alone in the dirt yard.

�Child, are your parents
home?� the rich man asked.

�No, sir,� the boy replied, the
went on playing with his sticks
and stones, paying no attention
whatever to the man.

�Then, where are they?� the
rich man asked, somewhat irri-
tated, but the little boy went on
playing and did not answer.

When the rich man repeated
his query, the boy looked up and
answered, with deliberate slow-
ness, �Well, sir, my father has
gone to cut living trees and plant
dead ones and my mother is at the
market place selling the wind and
buying the moon.�

�What? What in heaven are
you talking about?� the rich man
commanded. �Quick, tell me
where they are, or you will see
what this stick can do to you!� The
bamboo walking stick in the big
man�s hand looked indeed men-

THE
FLY
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mother...oh, sir, you�ll keep
your promise, won�t you? You
will free my parents of all their
debts? You really mean it?�

�Yes, yes, I do solemnly
swear in front of this fly here.�
The rich man urged the boy to
go on.

�Well, my mother, she has
gone to the market to sell fans
so she can buy oil for our
lamps. Isn�t that what you
would call selling the wind to
buy the moon?�

Shaking his head, the rich
man had to admit inwardly that
the boy was a clever one.
However, he thought, the little
genius still had much to learn,
believing as he did that a fly
could be a witness for any-
body. Bidding to the boy good-
bye, the man told him that he
would soon return to make good
his promise.

A few days had passed when
the moneylender returned. This
time he found the poor peasant
couple at home, for it was late in
the evening. A mast scene en-
sued, the rich man claiming his
money and the poor peasant
apologizing and begging for an-
other delay. Their argument
awakened the little boy who ran
to his father and told him, �Fa-
ther, father, you don�t have to pay
your debt. This gentleman here
has promised me that he would
forget all about the money you
owe him.�

�Nonsense,� the rich man
shook his walking stick at both
father and son. �Nonsense, are
you going to stand there and lis-
ten to a child�s inventions? I never
spoke a word to this boy. Now,

invented the whole story your-
self? In a case such as this, you
need a witness to confirm it,
and you have none.� The boy
remained calm and declared tat
naturally there was a witness
to their conversation.

�Who is that, child?� the
mandarin asked.

�A fly, Your Honor.�
�A fly? What do you mean,

a fly? Watch out, young man,
fantasies are not to be tolerated
in this place!� The mandarins�
benevolent face suddenly be-
came stern.

�Yes, Your Honor, a fly. A
fly which was alighting on this
gentleman�s nose!� The boy
leaped from his seat.

�Insolent little devil, that�s
a pack of lies!� The rich man

roared indignantly, his face like
a ripe tomato. �The fly was not
on my nose, he was on the house
pole...� But he stopped dead. It
was, however, too late.

The majestic mandarin him-
self could not help bursting out
laughing. Then the audience burst
out laughing. The boy�s parents
too, although timidly, laughed.
And the boy, and the rich man
himself, also laughed.

With one hand on his stom-
ach, the mandarin waved the
other hand toward the rich man:

�Now, now, that�s all settled.
You have indeed made your
promises, dear sir, to the child.
House pole or no house pole,
your conversation did happen af-
ter all! The court says you must
keep your promise.�

And still chuckling, he dis-
missed all parties. º

tell me, are you going to pay or
are you not?�

The whole affair ended by
being brought before the manda-
rin who governed the county. Not
knowing what to believe, all the
poor peasant and his wife could
do was to bring their son with
them when they went to court.
The little boy�s insistence about
the rich man�s promise was their
only encouragement.

The mandarin began by ask-
ing the boy to relate exactly what
had happened between himself
and the moneylender. Happily,
the boy hastened to tell about the
explanations he gave the rich man
in exchange for the debt.

�Well, the mandarin said to
the boy, �if this man here has in-
deed make such a promise, we
have only your word for it. How
do we know that you have not
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that fought its way through a
crack caught my attention. It
was the opening to the deck. I
slowly reached up to open it,
but the muscles in my body
wouldn�t allow it. It was too
comfortable in its position to
move. For a while, my muscles
and I battled it out. Finally, it
gave up, and the opening to the
deck was waiting for me to as-
cend it. Carefully, I ascended
from the sardine can. The sun
was rising across the horizon.
From miles around, all I could
see was the vast blue sea. No
more could I hear the roaring
sound of the savage guns nor
the horrid scream of the lov-
ing familiar voice. The deck
opening creaked and Mr. Lan
descended.

�Are you feeling better,
child?� he asked. I nodded. The
sun was now at its highest
point. The sun�s array of light
reflecting on the water seemed
like melting gold. I looked and
marveled at the wonder before
me. It elevated my spirit and
bestowed peace within me.

�How did I come aboard the
boat, Mr. Lan?� I asked. �I can�t
remember...my head hurts.�

�Here, take it.� He handed
me a white tablet. �It�ll make
you feel better.�

I took the tablet and swal-
lowed it dry.

�It was Tuan,� he contin-
ued, �who carried you onto the
boat. You fainted after those
�dogs� killed your mom.�

Tears rolled down my
cheeks. The familiar voice ech-
oed in my aching head once
more. I covered my ears and

BANG...BANG...BANG! It
was everywhere! The silence of
the midnight air was now filled
with the roaring of the savage
guns and the whimpering of
the Vietnamese villagers run-
ning for refuge in a small fish-
ing boat set to sail for freedom.

�Mom! Mom!� I cried.
�Where are you?�

�Run...child...run...,� in-
sisted Mr. Lan. I wouldn�t
budge.

�Ngung!� screamed a dis-
tant yet familiar voice.

�Mom?...Mommmmm!�

�Ngung...go to the boat!� in-
structed the familiar voice.

BANG!

A scream. The familiar
voice was no more.

�MOM!�

�Ngung, are you all right,
child?� asked a vague voice. The
image of the one who spoke
looked blurry. Loudly, he asked
me again. His every word
rattled clamorously against my

aching head. I couldn�t and
didn�t answer. Perhaps sensing
my pain, he left. I lay there
dreaming. The sweet familiar
voice echoed through me again
and again. I reached out my
hand and...BANG! BANG! I
screamed. A firm hand grabbed
hold of mine. I opened my tear-
ful eyes and saw that it was Mr.
Lan.

�You�ll be all right, child,�
Mr. Lan assured. He gave me
a cup of water. I greedily drank
up every drop of it. I thank him,
encircled my arms around the
knees, and slept.

The next morning I was
awaked by a �gurgling� noise. I
peered up from my encircled
arms and vaguely saw a thin
girl vomiting digested food. The
stench disgusted me. I stared
at the thin girl and realized
that I was beneath the deck of
the boat with ten other people.
The space was about six feet
across. We were cramped in
like sardines in a can. I
searched about for the opening
to the deck. A gleam of light

ESCAPE
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pleaded for it to stop; but it
stubbornly refused.

�No! Stop!� I cried hysteri-
cally. �Stop! Please make it
stop.�

Mr. Lan drew me near; and
I nestled in his arms like a new
born baby. He rocked me back
and forth, until I fell asleep.

Later that day, I was
awaked by a frightening shriek.

�It�s the Soviet ship! Quick,
keep your heads down!�
shouted a harsh voice.

My heart beat wildly. I re-
mained as still as the dead.
After a few minutes, the harsh
voice announced that the sev-
enty of us were safe. I opened
my weary eyes. It was night. I
was lying on the deck. The
moon and its many shinning
companions were venturing
about the boundless sky. There
was a lantern hanging on the
edge of the boat�s cabin. The
night air was cool and breezy.
I sat up. It�s been two days; and
I was very hungry. I wanted to
walk to the boat�s cabin where
I was sure the supplies were
kept; but I�d have to step on
the many bodies that covered
every available surface of the
boat. Besides, I�d lose my spot
on the deck and have to sleep
in the sardine can below. I
squeezed into my spot on the
deck and cried myself to sleep.

The next morning, I was too
weak to move. I lay on the deck
as still as the dead. Since I
couldn�t move without trem-
bling, food was fed to me by
Mrs. Lan. I was given rice with
sugar and a teacup of water. We
were short of supplies; there-

fore, I was given only a small
portion of rice and water. A few
minutes after the consumption
of the food, I vomited it all out.
Mrs. Lan gathered up the di-
gested food and fed it to me
again.

�Eat it up, child,� she said
�You can�t afford to waste it.�

Too weak to oppose, I pain-
fully swallowed it, while Mrs.
Lan tearfully fed it to me. Af-
terwards, she took me into her
arms.

�Your mom would�ve been
proud!� she said.

The sky was getting darker.
There wasn�t much to do on the
boat except sit, sleep, groan, or
hope we might reach land soon.
It was toward the end of the
fourth day. We were out of food
and water. We had a few cans
of milk, but it lasted us for no
more than a day or two. We had
no net to catch fish, and by now
one baby, a ten-year-old boy,
and a woman of forty had died.
We said a prayer for the dead
and released the corpses into
the majestic sea. On the fifth
night, the boat was still pon-
dering the endless blue see. Ev-
eryone on the boat was very ill
and weary. They didn�t speak
much. It was too tiresome. I
was sitting near the boat�s
cabin with my arms encircled
around the knees. I was star-
ing blankly at the edge of the
sea. Suddenly, I saw a light.

�There�s a light!� I shouted.
It woke everyone.

�Where?� they each asked.

�Over there, see!� I said,
pointing.

They all looked in the di-
rection that I�d pointed and
saw the light. When we were
near it, we saw that it was a
Thai fishing boat which was
about three times bigger than
our boat.

�It�s a Thai boat! Quick, ev-
ery girl and woman make your-
self as dirty and ugly as you
can! Quick...quick!� shouted Mr.
Tien, the owner of the boat.
Without hesitating, I obeyed
him. My hands trembled as I
unsteadily applied dirt on my
face and hair. My blood curled
up in fright.

Our small boat tried to get
away, but it lacked the power.
The Thai boat approached ours.
A man threw us a rope, pointed
a gun at us, and signaled us to
tie it to our boat. All of a sud-
den, several men jumped onto
our boat, carrying guns and
sticks in their hands.

�They�re going to rob and
kill us,� a frightened woman
cried.

One of them signaled us to
give him everything on the
boat; while others teased the
women and rampaged the boat
for valuables. I�d covered my-
self with an old rice bag and
moved away from the light.

�Leave me alone!� screamed
the thin girl. A Thai man had
found her beneath the deck and
was savagely caressing and un-
clothing her against her own
will.

�Get off my daughter, you
bastard!� screamed the father.

He pushed the Thai away
from the thin girl. They
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struggled.

BANG!

�DAD!�

The thin girl was father-
less. She turned to the Thai
that had killed her father and
plugged straight into him like
a wild bull. He caught her,
laughed, and continued his bar-
barous work.

One by one, the women and
girls became part of the Thai
pirates� brutish feast; while the
men on the boat became punch-
ing bags for those who weren�t
satisfied by the feast.

It was almost daybreak. A
Thai approached me. I was
paralyzed. I felt all the blood
draining out of my body. I was
my turn. He lifted up my face.
Something made him hesitate.
I pulled my face away; but he
grabbed it back violently and
fiercely ripped open my old
clothes. Ravishingly, he in-
dulged himself upon me like a
hungry beast. I kicked and
screamed; but it was useless. No
one listened. No one could do
anything but watched.

As if afraid of the light, the
beasts took our valuables and
fled to their dark taverns be-
fore the sun rose over the hori-
zon. The women cried and the
men looked upon their wives
and daughters with mournful
eyes. As I peered up from my
encircled arms, I felt a sudden
gush of freshness in the morn-
ing wind. The sun was rising
again over the horizon.
SERENITY prevailed.

° Anonymous (UCI)

TAÀM BAÄY TAÀM BAÏ
(baøi cuûa moät caäu freshman ñang hoïc lôùp Vieät Ngöõ cuûa
�thaày� Tuaán)

Bieát bao giôø mình seû ra tröôøng
Ngaøy naøo cuûng nhö ngaøy ñoù
AÊn song roøi ñi hoïc
Hoïc song roøi ñi aên
AÊn roøi thì ñi nguû
Nguû daäy roøi ñi caàu
Ñi caàu song roøi ñi hoïc
Thaät laø chaùng voâ cuøng

Quen maáy anh chò trong VSA
Ñem laïi nieàm vui veû
Raát laø caùm ôn nhieàu
Naâm nay nhieàu anh chò ra tröôøng
Ai cuûng voâ ñöôïc med school
Thaät laø gioûi quaù!
Coøn mình ngoài taïi ñaây
Khoâng bieáy töông lai xeû tôùi ñaâu
Raát laø lo laém

ÔÛ trong dorm cuûng taïm ñöôïc
Baïn beø thì cuûng coù
Nhöng maø ñoà aên dôû nhö ñieân
Ngaøy naøo cuûng nhôù
Nhôù chai nöôùc maám Phuù Quoác
Theøm ôi laø theøm

Thôøi gian troi qua nhö nöôùc
Môùi ñaây thì ñaû möôøi naâm roøi
Cuûng coøn lang thang ñi hoïc
Khoâng bieát chöøng naøo xeû soâng
Hoïc quaøi hoïc quæ cuûng chaùng
Thoâi maø keä noù, cho noù tôùi ñaâu thì tôùi

Töông lai vaån coøn ñôïi chôø
Nieáu boû hoïf thì uoång quaù
Tròu khoù baây giôø thì saâu naøy
Thaân mình seû nhôø
Thoâi maø raùng hoïc
Hoïc soâng roøi tính saâu.

° CAÙ HOÀNG 1/28/94 (Trích ÑS Xuaân Leân Ñöôøng, UCI)
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30 thaùng tö? 19 naêm roài keå töø 30 thaùng tö naêm
1975. Coøn aâm höôûng gì khoâng?

Toâi ñaõ bò caûm maáy ngaøy qua. Hoâm nay cuõng
chöa thaáy khoûe neân phaûi ñi baùc só xin thuoác. Vaø theá
laø ngöôøi toâi cöù löø ñöø caû ngaøy vì aûnh höôûng thuoác.

Khi tænh taùo ñöôïc moät chuùt thì chôït nhôù laïi ngaøy
hoâm nay laø ngaøy 30 thaùng tö. Maáy hoâm nay toâi döï
tính ngaøy naøy veà Santa Ana xem bieåu tình. Tham
döï hay chæ baøng quang ñöùng xem? Khoâng bieát ñöôïc?
Quoác Haän roài Quoác Khaùng. Quoác Khaùng xong laïi
Quoác Haän. Vaø ngaøy nay thì hình nhö ngöôøi ta ñaõ
khoâng coøn haän nöõa. Nguoâi ngoai hay khoâng nhôù?
Thoâi nhôù hay coá queân? Ngöôøi ta veà Vieät Nam aøo
aøo, haøng ngaøy nhö côm böõa. Tình caûm daønh cho
chính ñoàng baøo tî naïn mình cuõng daàn daàn nhaït nheûo,
döûng döng, xa laï. Khoâng coøn maáy ai quan taâm ñeán
nhöõng soá phaän ñoù.

Baây giôø thì mình laøm gì ta? Coù hai caùi party,
hoâm tröôùc vaø hoâm sau ngaøy 30 thaùng tö. Ai cuõng
muoán queân phöùt ñi ngaøy ñoù cho roài, nhöng laïi phaûi
kieâng traùnh ngaøy naøy nhö khoâng muoán chaïm ñeán
moät muït muû laâu ngaøy dai daüng khoâng chöõa ñöôïc vaø
vaãn coøn gaây trôû ngaïi, baát tieän.

Toâi nhôù laïi nhieàu naêm veà tröôùc, moãi ñoä thaùng tö
veà laø khaép nôi taïi haûi ngoaïi laïi soâi noåi khí theá ñaáu
tranh. ÔÛ moïi ñaïi hoïc, hoäi sinh vieân Vieät Nam ñeàu
toå chöùc vaên ngheä ñaáu tranh, töôûng nhôù queâ höông,

ñeâm khoâng nguû, v.v... Gaàn 20 naêm ñi qua, nhöõng
buoåi ñaáu tranh aáy nay chæ laø ñieàu hy höõu trong caùc
saân tröôøng. Löûa hôøn caêm ñaõ taøn, nieàm tieác nhôù ñaõ
dòu � cho duø thoáng khoå, tuø nguïc, ñoïa ñaøy treân 70
trieäu daân Vieät vaãn coøn nguyeân ñoù. Voøng xieàng xích
ñoû tanh hoâi kinh tôûm ñaõ ñöôïc sôn söûa, toâ pheát, ñaùnh
boùng laïi ñeå che daáu, ñaùnh löøa con maét vaø söï caûm
nhaän cuûa con ngöôøi, caû trong laãn ngoaøi nöôùc.

Haõy bình taâm nhìn laïi: Hai möôi naêm qua, chuùng
ta, nhaát laø tuoåi treû, ñaõ laøm vaø ñeå laïi ñöôïc nhöõng gì?
Bao lyù töôûng cao ñeïp cho queâ höông ta, cho daân toäc
ta ñaâu caû roài? Nhìn quanh chuùng ta thaáy gì: baùo
chöûi bôùi baùo, hoäi ñoaøn ñaû kích hoäi ñoaøn, H.O. kình
H.O., ñaûng phaùi, maët traän, ngöôøi tröôùc ñaâm ngöôøi
sau, ngöôøi sau luïi ngöôøi tröôùc � toaøn nhöõng nhaùt
chí maïng.

Toâi chaéc raèng giôø naøy coù moät boïn ngöôøi ñang
nôû nhöõng nuï cöôøi nhan hieåm ñaéc chí. Ngoùn ñoøn ly
giaùn � hoøa hôïp hoøa giaûi, ñoåi môùi daân chuû aám no,
giao löu vaên hoùa, ñaàu tö xaây döïng � thaät quaù lôïi
haïi, thaønh coâng vöôït böïc chæ tieâu. THAØNH COÂNG,
THAØNH COÂNG, ÑAÏI THAØNH COÂNG. Mieäng hoâ
haøo daân chuû, moät tay boác hoát ñoâ la, tay kia laêm laêm
buùa lieàm, chuùng ñang baùn daàn ñaát nöôùc ta: Phuù Quoác,
Coân Sôn, Vuõng Taøu, Cam Ranh,... vaø seõ coøn nhieàu
nöõa. Ñaõ coù ai trong chuùng ta nhaän ra hieåm hoïa chöa?

Haõy ñieàu laïi muõi göôm, haõy chænh laïi hoïng suùng.
Ñöøng nhaém vaøo nhau � maø taát caû chuùng ta haõy taäp
trung nhaém vaøo cuøng moät tieâu ñieåm: boïn ñaàu laõnh
coäng saûn ñang ngöï trò taïi Baéc Boä Phuû.

�BAÉN!�

° Nguyeãn Traàn (WCU)

30 Thaùng Tö
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Hoâm 27 thaùng 4, tröôøng Moorpark College,
moät trong ba tröôøng ñaïi hoïc coäng ñoàng ôû Ventura
County, ñaõ toå chöùc ngaøy Ña Vaên Hoùa (Multi-
cultural Day).  Tuy vôùi moät só soá ít oûi khoâng ñuû
ñeå thaønh laäp moät hoäi sinh vieân, nhöng caùc sinh
vieân Vieät Nam taïi tröôøng ñaõ coá gaéng goùp maët
vaøo chöông trình vôùi gian haøng trieån laõm vaø
moät maøn vuõ daân toäc ñeå giôùi thieäu ñeán caùc saéc
daân khaùc veà vaên hoùa cuûa mình.

Vöøa vaøo parking lot thì toâi ngaïc nhieân khi
thaáy hai boùng aùo daøi traéng thöôùt tha ñi qua. Vì
hai ngöôøi coù veû baän chuyeän gì, neân toâi khoâng
chaän hoûi vaø quyeát
ñònh ñi saâu vaøo
khuoân vieân, thì laïi
gaëp hai taø aùo daøi
khaùc. Hoûi thaêm thì
hai coâ chæ ñeán gian
haøng cuûa sinh vieân
Vieät Nam. Tieán ñeán,
toâi thaáy caùc anh chò
em sinh vieân Vieät
Nam trong tröôøng
ñang tuï taäp quanh
gian haøng cuûa mình,
söûa soaïn cho phieân
trình dieãn.

Qua cuoäc troø chuyeän, toâi ñöôïc bieát laø caùc baïn
nöõ trong tröôøng ñaõ vaän ñoäng nhau cuøng maëc aùo
daøi ñi hoïc trong ngaøy Ña Vaên Hoùa, neân môùi
thaáy nhieàu taø aùo thaân yeâu thaáp thoaùng trong
saân tröôøng nhö vaäy.

Nhöõng taø aùo thöôùt tha vaø nhöõng chieác noùn
baøi thô xinh xaén trong vuõ khuùc �Haùt Hoäi Traêng
Raèm� ñaõ gaây nhieàu aán töôïng saâu ñaäm trong
khaùn giaû. Sau buoåi trình dieãn, moät khaùn giaû
Myõ ñeán hoûi, ngoû yù muoán mua moät chieác noùn, vaø
ñoaøn vuõ ñaõ taëng khoâng cho oâng moät chieác. (Toâi
thaáy oâng coù veû hôùn hôõ laém khi oâng ñoäi chieác

noùn treân ñaàu.) Vaø khi moät ngöôøi khaùc ñeán hoûi
veà caùc yù nghóa naèm trong nhöõng ñieäu muùa, thì
moïi ngöôøi ñeàu nhìn nhau, ngô ngaùc. Moät coâ trong
ñoaøn vuõ ñaõ nhanh trí giaûi thích ñoù laø nhöõng
ñoäng taùc taùt nöôùc vaøo ruoäng � leõ dó nhieân vôùi
vaät duïng khaùc, chöù khoâng phaûi vôùi chieác noùn.

Ngoaøi ra, chöông trình coøn coù theâm söï tham
gia cuûa caùc chuûng sinh töø Chuûng Vieän St. John,
Camarillo, vôùi ba nhaïc khuùc daân ca � baøi �Troáng
Côm�, �Hoø Lô�, vaø �Coâng Ôn Sinh Thaønh� �
trong theå ñieäu haùt beø ñuoåi nhau thaät ñieâu luyeän
xuaát saéc, taïo nhieàu ngaïc nhieân thích thuù cho

khaùn giaû caû Myõ laãn
Vieät trong theå ñieäu
laï naày.

Khôûi ñaàu toâi döï
ñònh chuyeán vieáng
thaêm chöøng hai
tieáng ñoàng hoà; khi
veà xem laïi thì ñaõ
gaàn boán tieáng. Caûm
töôûng cuûa toâi veà sinh
vieân Moorpark Col-
lege laø vì soá löôïng
nhoû neân caùc sinh
vieân VN taïi ñaây raát
gaàn guõi, vui nhoän, vaø

thaân nhau nhö trong cuøng moät ñaïi gia ñình. Ña
soá laø ngöôøi treû môùi qua theo chöông trình ODP
hoaëc HO; ai cuõng thaät baän roän vôùi chuyeän hoïc
haønh vaø vôùi cuoäc soáng. Vôùi soá nhaân söï nhoû nhoi
vaø thôøi gian taäp dôït eo heïp nhö theá, söï hieän
dieän tích cöïc vaøo ngaøy Ña Vaên Hoùa quaû thaät
ñaùng taùn thöôûng.  Mong caùc baïn sinh vieân VN
taïi Moorpark College seõ tieáp tuïc döông danh,
bieåu döông vaên hoùa cuûa mình, tieáp noái thaønh
truyeàn thoáng trong nhieàu naêm tôùi.

° Phoùng Vieân Non Soâng

PHOÙNG SÖÏ LIEÂN TRÖÔØNG:
MOORPARK COLLEGE, Moorpark, CA
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Sinh Hoaït Lieân Tröôøng

° Thoâng Baùo Cuûa Ban Toå Chöùc Traïi Heø
�Veà Vôùi Non Soâng�

Vaøo moãi dòp heø haøng naêm, THSV toå chöùc traïi
heø mang teân �Veà Vôùi Non Soâng�. Traïi heø naêm nay
seõ ñöôïc toå chöùc vaøo cuoái thaùng 7 hoaëc ñaàu thaùng 8.
Ban toå chöùc traïi heø seõ thoâng baùo theâm chi tieát trong
nay mai treân �Chöông Trình Phaùt Thanh Tieáng Noùi
Tuoåi Treû� hoaëc trong baùo Non Soâng. Muoán bieát
theâm chi tieát veà traïi heø, xin goïi chò Baûo Hieáu (714)
538-6267 (sau 5 giôø chieàu) hoaëc chò Anh Ñaøo (714)
956-9120.

° Trieãn Laõm Tranh
Moät buoåi trieån laõm tranh aûnh veà ngöôøi tî naïn

Vieät Nam do nhoùm VRAC thöïc hieän seõ ñöôïc toå
chöùc vaøo ngaøy thöù Hai, 16 thaùng 5 naêm 1994 taïi ñaïi
hoïc UCLA. Caùc tranh trieån laõm naøy do caùc hoïa só
Vieät Nam veõ trong caùc traïi tî naïn Ñoâng Nam AÙ.
Ngoaøi phaàn trieån laõm tranh, töø 12 giôø tröa ñeán 2 giôø
chieàu coøn coù phaàn thuyeát trình cuûa nhoùm LAVAS,
Project Ngoïc. Tranh trieån laõm seõ ñöôïc tröng baøy
trong Ackerman Grand Ball, treân ñöôøng Westwood
Blvd.

° Cal State Northridge Vôùi �ÑEÂM QUEÂ HÖÔNG�
Moät ñeâm vaên ngheä vôùi chuû ñeà �Ñeâm Queâ

Höông� seõ ñöôïc toå chöùc taïi tröôøng ñaïi hoïc Cal State
Northridge. Chöông trình goàm coù muùa daân toäc, trình
dieãn thôøi trang, vaø vôû kòch �An Anthology of A
Refugee�s Experience�. Vôû kòch �An Anthology
of A Refugee�s Experience� ñaõ töøng ñöôïc trình dieãn
taïi nöôùc Nhaät, tieåu bang Hawaii vaø thaønh phoá Sac-
ramento, vaø ñaõ ñöôïc cöïu thöôïng nghò só John Seymor
ñaõ ñeà nghò laáy ngaøy 16 thaùng 6 moãi naêm laøm ngaøy

° Buoåi Leã Ra Maét Taân Ban Chaáp Haønh THSV
Buoåi Leã Ra Maét Taân Ban Chaáp Haønh THSVVN/

Mieàn Nam California ñaõ dieãn ra vaøo luùc 1 giôø 30
chieàu thöù Baûy vöøa qua, taïi truï sôû cuûa Coäng Ñoàng
Vieät Nam�Nam California. Coù khoaûng 100 quan
khaùch ñeán tham döï, thuoäc ñuû moïi giôùi trong coäng
ñoàng nhö ñaïi dieän moät soá hoäi ñoaøn, ñoaøn theå, moät
vaøi nhaïc só, kyù giaû, nhaø baùo, giaùo sö, vaø nhaân só.
Ngoaøi ra coøn coù moät soá anh chò em sinh vieân ñaïi
dieän caùc tröôøng UCI, Pasadena City College, Los
Angeles City College, Long Beach City College,
Cal State Northridge, Cal Poly Pomoma, Cal State
Long Beach, vaø Golden West College. Buoåi leã dieãn
ra trong baàu khoâng khí thaân maät. Moät vaøi quan khaùch
cuõng nhö anh chò em sinh vieân phaùt bieåu caûm nghó,
chia xeû nhöõng kinh nghieäm vaø öu tö veà töông lai
tuoåi treû Vieät Nam vaø Coäng Ñoàng Vieät Nam. Ban
Chaáp Haønh nhieäm khoùa 92-94 chính thöùc baøn giao
traùch nhieäm laïi cho BCH 94-96. Ban Chaáp Haønh
(nhieäm khoùa 94-96) goàm caùc thaønh vieân sau ñaây:
Chuû Tòch anh Hoaøng Quoác Khaùnh, Phoù Noäi Vuï A.
Laâm Huy Vuõ, Phoù Ngoaïi Vuï A. Nguyeãn Huøng, Toång
Thö Kyù chò Quaùch Ngoïc Anh Ñaøo, vaø Thuû Quyõ A.
Nguyeãn Thieát. Ban coá vaán goàm coù Giaùo Sö Phaïm
Cao Döông, GS Löu Trung Khaûo, GS Leâ Tinh
Thoâng, Baùc Só Vónh Thöøa, vaø anh Nguyeãn Ñöùc Laäp.

° Lôùp Daïy Keøm Toaùn-Lyù-Hoùa vaø Anh Vaên
THSV ñang caàn theâm moät soá tình nguyeän vieân

daïy keøm cho caùc em trung hoïc töø lôùp 6 ñeán lôùp 12,
vaøo moãi saùng thöù Baûy, töø 9 giôø saùng cho ñeán 12 giôø
tröa, taïi truï sôû Coäng Ñoàng mieàn Nam California,
thaønh phoá Westminster. Muoán bieát theâm chi tieát,
xin goïi soá ñieän thoaïi (714) 893-3139.
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AÙ Chaâu. Ñeán vôùi vôû kòch �An Anthology of A
Refugee�s Experience�, chuùng ta seõ tìm ñöôïc caâu
traû lôøi �Taïi sao ngöôøi Vieät Nam boû nöôùc ra ñi?� vaø
�Laøm theá naøo naøo ñeå laáy laïi queâ höông?� �Ñeâm
Queâ Höông� seõ ñöôïc baét ñaàu vaøo ñuùng 8 giôø toái,
thöù Saùu tuaàn naøy, ngaøy 13 thaùng 5,1994, taïi Satel-
lite Student Union, Cal State Northridge. Giaù veù vaøo
cöûa laø $5.00. Muoán bieát theâm chi tieát, xin goïi A.
Huøng, soá ñieän thoaïi (714) 662-5789 hoaëc pager
(714) 570-1971.

° Los Angeles City College
Cuõng vaøo thöù Saùu tuaàn naøy, 13 thaùng 5, taïi

tröôøng ñaïi hoïc coäng ñoàng Los Angeles City Col-
lege, coù hoäi chôï AÙ Chaâu luùc 10 giôø saùng. HSVVN/
LACC seõ bieåu dieãn Muùa Laân. Ñaây laø laàn ñaàu tieân
sinh vieân Vieät Nam taïi ñaây bieåu dieãn Muùa Laân cho
nhöõng ngöôøi ngoaïi quoác xem.

° UC Santa Barbara vaø Cal Poly San Louis Obispo
Hai hoäi SVVN tröôøng UCSB vaø Cal Poly SLO

seõ cuøng chung toå chöùc moät buoåi picnic vaøo ngaøy
thöù Baûy, 14 thaùng 5, 1994, taïi Laguna Lake Park,
thuoäc thaønh phoá San Louis Obispo, töø 9 giôø 30 saùng
tôùi 6 giôø chieàu. Ñaây laø moät trong nhöõng sinh hoaït
haøng naêm cuûa sinh vieân Vieät Nam giöõa hai tröôøng
UCSB vaø Cal Poly SLO, nhaèm muïc ñích ñeå keát thaân.
Buoåi picnic seõ coù phaàn thi ñaáu theå thao.

° Cal State Los Angeles
Taïi ñaïi hoïc Cal State Los Angeles, vaøo toái thöù

Tö tuaàn naøy, seõ coù moät ñeâm vaên ngheä mang teân
�Cultural Night�. Chöông trình goàm coù ca nhaïc, kòch,
nhöõng ñieäu muùa daân toäc, ñaëc bieät coù �Fashion
Show� aùo daøi vaø y phuïc thôøi trang vaø baêng nhaïc
soáng. Chöông trình seõ baét ñaàu vaøo luùc 8 giôø toái, taïi
Student Union (laàu 2). Vaøo cöûa mieãn phí. Muoán
bieát theâm chi tieát, xin goïi anh Steven, soá ñieän thoaïi
(213) 240-2766 hoaëc coâ Cindy (213) 223-9182.

° Cuõng Tin Cal State LA
Tuaàn leã Asian Pacific Heritage Week taïi Cal

State Los Angeles ñöôïc toå chöùc vaøo ngaøy 10 thaùng

5, 1994. Tuaàn leã Truyeàn Thoáng Thaùi Bình Döông
AÙ Chaâu haøng naêm taïi ñaây ñaõ thu huùt khaù ñoâng caùc
sinh vieân AÙ Chaâu. HSVVN Cal State LA seõ coù gian
haøng baùn ñoà aên vaø bieåu dieãn ñieäu muùa �Giaû Gaïo
Ñeâm Traêng�.

° Cal Poly Pomona
Hoäi Sinh Vieân Vieät Nam Cal Poly Pomona seõ

coù moät buoåi picnic taïi Mile Square Park, töø 11 giôø
tôùi 6 giôø chieàu, ngaøy thöù Baûy, 14 thaùng 5, 1994.
Buoåi picnic goàm coù sinh hoaït ngoaøi trôøi vaø chôi boùng
chuyeàn. Moïi ngöôøi ñeàu ñöôïc hoan ngheânh ñeán tham
döï. Thöùc aên töï tuùc. Muoán bieát theâm chi tieát, xin goïi
anh Baûo (909) 620-9035.

° Long Beach City College:
        Thö keâu goïi ñoùng goùp saùch vôû

HSVVN tröôøng ñaïi hoïc coäng ñoàng Long Beach
City College ñaõ thieát laäp tuû saùch Vieät Nam trong
thö vieän cuûa tröôøng. Ñeå coù ñuû taøi lieäu caàn thieát vaø
ñaùp öùng nhu caàu hieän taïi, chuùng toâi thieát tha keâu
goïi moïi söï ñoùng goùp taøi lieäu tieáng Vieät töø moïi giôùi
ñoàng baøo. Söï quan taâm cuûa quùy vò laø nieàm khích leä
cho chuùng toâi vaø goùp söùc duy trì vaên hoùa cuûa daân
toäc Vieät Nam.

Taøi lieäu ñoùng goùp xin gôûi veà:

Vietnamese Student Association
Long Beach City College
4901 East Carson Street
Long Beach, CA 90808

hoaëc lieân laïc A. Thuaän (310) 428-1978

Ñoïc vaø Coå Ñoäng
NON SOÂNG




